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West Asia war hits air travel, international

passenger traffic slumps 18.5%in March

Mtﬂh Phadnis
Murmibal

Passenger traffic at Indian
airports fell 4.4 per cent on
year-on-vear basiz o 345
million in March drapged
down by 185 per cent drop
In international volume, dara
compiled by Airports Aw-
th.th:_w!f India i;\r.-m show,

While domestic rraffic de-
clined by 1.3 per cent to 29.1
miilkion, international foot-
falls fell sharply by 18.5 per
cent to 5.3 million as a con-
sequence of the onpoing con-
fict bn West Asia.

Previously, a decline in
traffic was repistered last
[recember due o disruption
of IndiGo™s flights.

PFUNE SHOWS GROWTH

Among the country’s 10
busiest airports — only Pune
showed of 81 per
cent in traffic (domestic plus
internarional). Growth ar

SIGNIFICANT SLIDE. The biggest drop of 12 per cent in
traffic was seen in Hyderabad and Kochi

Bengaluru was flat while
Delhi airport showed minor
0.2 per cent decline in craffic.
The biggest drop of 12 per
cent in traffic was seen in Hy-
derabad and Kochi, AAT data
show,

Indian and overseas carri-
ers cut flights due to airspace
restrictions last month. Air
Indin Express flew 60 per

cent  fewer international
flights in March on a month-
on-month bazis and IndiGo
had 35 per cent bess flights.

AIRSPACE CURBS

While airspace restrictions
in West Asia are being eased,
Indian carriers are still not
operating to Bahrain, Kuwait
and CQatar.

Within the international
segment biggest percentage
drop in traffic was seen at
Nagpur  (93.7), Kannur
(%2.4), Goa Dabolim {B5.3)
and Madurai (#4).

While Kiochi and
Thiruvananthapuram saw 36
per cent and 38 per cent de-
cline kn international traffic,
Kozhikode saw a drop of 474
percent.

Travel agents say demand
for outhound travel in May
remaine muted with high
akrfares.

“Demand  for domestic
travel is at similar level or
slightly higher compared 1o
last year but demand for
overseas travel is down 25-
30 per cent dwe 1o higher air-
fares, upee depreciation and
gencral safety issues as West
Asia remains tense despite
cepsefire,” sabd Rajiv Mehra,
General Secretary, Federa-
tion of Associations in In-
dian Tourisem and
Hospitalicy.
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Groupe ADP to
sell 7.3% stake
In GMR Airports

France's Groupe ADP is selling
up to 7.3 per cent stake in GMR
Airports to the GMR promoter
group for more than 10,100
crore. Once the multi-layered
deal is complete, the overall
stake of Groupe ADP, the Paris
airport operator, in GMR Airpo-
rts will come down to 25 per
cent from 32.3 per cent. The
deal will be executed through
an initial sale and entry into
options relating to ordinary or
preference shares.
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Nitu Samra named interim CEO
of Noida International Airport

—
Dur Bureaw
Hew Deihi

Noida International Airport
(NIA) on Friday appointed
Mitu Samra ag Chief Execur-
ive Officcr on an interim
basis with immediate effect,
She succeeds  Chrlstoph
Schnellmann.

The move follows direc-
thons kszued by the Bureaw of
Civil  Aviathon  Security
(BCAS) requiring that air
port  Chiel Executive Of-
ficers in India have to be In-
dizn nationals,

SELECTION PROCESS

Az per NIA, Samma will serve
In the role wntil the Board of
Darectors completes a formal
selection process.

She has been serving as
the Chief Financial Officer of
NILA since Owtober 2021,

Besides, Schnellmanmn,
who led the airport as Chief
Executive Officer since Au-

Mitu Samra, Interim CEQ,
Nuoida International Airport

st 2020, will move to the
Board of Directors as Execut-
ive Vice Chairman.

REVISED STRUCTURE

Im this capacity, N1A said that
he will continue to support
the airport's development

and 18 transition  into
OpEratons.
Motwbly, the leadership re-

structuring comes after the
inauguration of Noida Intes-

national Airport in March
2026,

The airport stated that the
rewised structure is intended
to-support operational readi-
ness while ensuring repulat-
ory compliance,

BMOOTH TRANSITION
According o Danlel Bircher,
Chairman of Yamuna Inter-
nutional Airport Private Lim-
ired, the management trans-
ition was aimed at enabling
the airport 1o cCommence op-
erations at the earliest while
mecting BCAS
requirements.

Bircher stated that the re-
vised leadership structure
would help maintsin con-
tinuity in governance and
support @ smooth transition
into operations.

He sdded that the Noida
International Airport would
continue to operate under
transparemt governance
practices and an established
corporate culture.
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Delhi airport’s
Pier Cat T3 ready
for international
ops from May
)

Rohit Vaid
Wy Delhi

The Fier © at Terminal 3
(T3} of Delhi airport will
commence international op-
erations from the first week
of My, marking the oper-
tional roflout of the facility's
conversion from domestic to
imtermational use,

Earlier this week, esinezs-
Iine reported tha the con-
version of Pier C at T3 had
been completed and was
awaiting regulatory clear-
anee before becoming opera-
tional. The move Is ammed at
expanding international
handling  capacity  and
strengthening  Dellu  Adr-
port’s hub ambitions.

(o ips part, Delhi Interna-
tional  Airport  Limited
(DIALY, the repurposed Pier
C will inerease Delhi Alr-
port’s Internationn] passen-
ger handling capagity at Ter-
minal ¥ by around 50 per
cent, adding nearty 10 mil-
lion passengers annunlly,

This is expected w take
T3's international capacity
1o around 30-32 million pas-
SCTPETS PET AL

TRANSIT HLB

As per DIAL, the conversion
forms part of d broader
strategy to strengthen Delhi
Airport’s position as an in-
termational aviation transit
hub amid rising global traffic
and  incremsing  long-haul
connectiviry.

Motably Pier C, which has
been part of Terminal 3 since
Irs nception, has been con-
verted from domestic to in-
termationsl operitions
through repurposing of ex-
isting infrastructure without
new construction. The exer
cize, DIAL sabd was atmed ar
un!uct'tn-ﬁ]u:mt terminal ca-
pacity while improving pas-
senger movement and oper-
ntional resilience.

According o Videh Kumar
Jalpuriar, Chlef Executive
Dificer of DIAL, the conver-
gipn reflects the airport’s
strategy of expanding capa-
city through existing infra-
srructure while preparing for
futvre demund, P
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Noida airport gets interim
CEO amid security red flags

CEO Schnellmann, a Swiss national, to be vice chairman
after BCAS directive to name an Indian for top post

oontimalng in o role that
ragrines oversight of sensitive
security protocols and coond]-

mation  with  intelligence
DEERAK PATEL In Iz iz vequired to be an  agencles.
M Doedhi 26 April Indian natbonal * Thiedenkal ks linked torem-
T S Sarmra will lead the sirpart  latory provislons that regutre
Nl Samra was on Friday “on an interim basis” untl & the head of a greenfield airporn
appointed the Interim chisef fomalsslectionprocesslsecom- 0 be an Indisn cltizen

executive officer (CED) of Ya-
muna Interrstionsl Alrport Pri-
vare Limited (YIAPLF — which
operates the Molda Intema-
thomal Alrport — after the
Buresuof Ovil Aviathon Securiny
|BCAS) directed that the CEQof
an alrporl operator in India
st bee an Inclian national.

Samra las been sarving as
the chief financisl officer (CFO)
since October 2001

Christoph Schinellmann, the
Swiss nutlonal who has been the
CED of YIAPL sinoe Augist
2020, will transition w the role
of excecutive vice chalrman on
the boand of the company,

YIAPL, a wholly owmied sub-
sidlary of Zurich Alrpor Inter-
nuathonal AG, wor the bid for the
development,  consorscthon

Piru Sarmrs, who will be the
interim CEO, has been serving
a5 the CRO of Mobda Tnt'l
Aldrport since October 2021

anid operation of the greenfield
project in s0m0

In a smtement esued on
Friday, the alrpon operator
gald, “This change follows
dirertions Bsued by the
BCASthat the CEO of an sirpon

pleted by the board, It
added. The alrportsasd Schinedl-
meann will “eonines (o Swppare
the project and its rransition o
operations” in the new position.

Danlel Becher, chairman of
YIAPL, =aid that this manage-
ment change brought the air-
port intocom pliancewith BCAS
regquirements wislle matntain-
Ineg “contlmuity * inthe alrport’s
leadership team, adding that
the “newly structured teamwill
gupport @ amoath transidon
Into opertions”.

The keadesship change fol-
lwws the Centre’s decision o
deny securty clearance
Schneflmann, a development
that cams 1o light aroand April
211-22 The declsion by BCAS
effactively prevented him from

Schnellmeann, i Swlss
meatbomal, was foaind to be non-
compliant with these norms,
which stem from long-stand-
img sviation securty rules,
including a 2001 order that
wrears thealrporm CEOas ades-
lgnated security coordinator.

This has had implications
for the alrpor’s operational
readiness, as securlty clear-
ance is required to finalise the
mandaoey Aerodrome Secur-
Ity Programume before the st
of commercial operations.

The Izsue had surfaced ear-
lier aswell, with concerns over
the CED's natlonality belmg
raked during regubatory
reviews In 2073, Inclodisg
through a show-catise notlce
o ihve operator.
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Delhi T-3 airport’s
Pier-Ctostartint’l
opsin May Ist week

Deihl alrport’s annual intemns-
tional pessenger handling capacity
will increase to wp o 32 million,
with Pies-C at Terminal 3 set to
commence  international oper-
atlons from the first week of May.

The Indirn Gandhi Interna-
tlonal Alrport {1G1A) has thees ter-
milnals — Ti, T2 and T3. Onldy T3
hamndies intermational flights, and
the curcent capacity is around 20
million passeryiers per AnnLm.

In a release on Fridsy, Delhd
Intemational Adrport Lid (DIAL)
szid Pies-C at T3 would commsence
Intematlonal operations from the
fise weedof May. T3 has foor plers —
Fler & and B for Internarional oper-
ationg, while C and D are for dom-
estic operations. Pler-C has now
been comverted for International
operations.

Apilerisa bong ard nareow sne-
mure or transfer facility from the
maln terminal building and allows
passengers 1o use aerobridges o
enteran alreraft (44
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Def Airports Curbs Hurting B'luru: DKS to Rajnath

the citys development and affecting

Karnataka deputy CM seeks parity with Hyderabad Mumbai on height NOrms  tansitoriented planning and compre

Our Political Bureau

Bengaluiri: Karnataka depiity chief mi-
nister DK Shivakumar met defence ming-
st Rajnath Singh in Delkl on Fridoy amd
pressed for a review of the helght restrie
tions imposed by Bengaluru's defence air-
ports on construction activities within a
2k radius.

Bengaluru houses two defence alrports,
HAL and Yelahanka, and any construc
Hon around them canmot be carried o
without a no-objection cortificate from
the defence authorities.

In the meeting Shivakumar highlighted
the challenpges posed by the stringent rest-
rictions, whichextend bevond the general
statiitory ritle limit of 150 metres withina
15%m radius. The deputy chief minkster
politie] onl that these alrports am bmple-
menting restrictions up toa 20-km radius,
hurting sbout 78% more aren with sddi-
tional helght curbs. He presented Singh
with a few letiers the state government
had written tothe authorities in the past.

“Bengnluru, as a rapidly expanding gho-
bal tech hub, faces developmental const
raints doe to these restrictions,” Shivakp-
mar saijd, adding that they are hindering

hensive mobility initiatives,

shivakumnr comveved that limiting
vertloal expinsion wollld lesd bo unplan-
ned suburban growth, undermining the
state poverniment's efforts for systematic
urban development. He suggested the
use ol stdvanced technology Incomimunl-
cation, navigation nnd survelllnnee toens
st the curks given the high demand for
land in the city

Last month, Shivakumar had met eivil
aviation minister Kinjarapu Bam Mohan
Makdu and advocated height restrictions
ona par with those in clties such as Hyde-
b and Mumbai, which are known for
more lendent building regulations.
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Noida Airport Elevates CFO as
Interim CEO to Start Flight Ops

Nitu Samra appointed
inan urgent stop-gap
measure after clearance
denied to Schnellmann

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Noida International
Alrport has appointed Nitu Sam
rauas interim chiel executive offi
CEr Inan urgent stop-gap measure
to start Might operations after
Christoph Schnellmann was de-
nied security clearance.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity (BCAS) rejected the securi-
ty clenrance of Schnellmann as
CEQ as he is not an Indian natio-
nil, as ET reported on Wednesday

Samra, who has been serving as
chief financial officer of the air
port, will serve as Interim CEQ
untll the company board fnallses
anew chief executive, the airport
said in a statement on Friday

Nitu Samra

Schnellmann, who has led the
airport as CEQ since August 2000,
will join its board of directors as
executive vice chairman

While theairport received its ae-
rodroms license from the Directo
rate General of Civil Asviation
(DGCA) in Mareh, its aerodrome
sgocurity programme (ASP) has
vel to be approved by BCAS.

A 21 order by the aviation secu-

rity regulator mandates that the
CEDof any greenfeld Indian air
port shall be its security coordi-
nator, responsible for coording-
ting the Implementation of secu-
rity measures

“This management change brings
the alrport into complinnce with se
curity regulrements while maintai
ning continuity in the ajirport’s les
dership team.” said Daniel Bircher
chairman of Zurich airport-owned
Yamuna Intermational Alrport Pvt
Lid, which is the holding company
ol the alrport

“The goal was to enable the start
of operations as early as possib-
le," hesaid,

furich airport won the bid to bu-
ild and operaie the Nolda alrport
for 40 yoars in 30018, The company
has invested around Rs 7,200 crore
inthe first phase

The Noida airport is the first in-
stance of a foreign investor owning
100% equiity of an Indian airpart

Schnellmann, in his now role,
will eontinue 1o support the pro
ject and its tramsition to opera
tions, the airline said.
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France’s ADPto sell 7.3% stake
in GMR Airports for 310,100 cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Hew Delhi, April 24

FRAMCE'S GROUPE ADP ix
sellingupio 7. 3o stake in GMR
Alrports o the GMR promoter
grn;lpt'nrrm:-rmlmn TI0, 100
crore. Once the multl-layered
deal is v|_'r|:|'|'|.|'.h|vr'ﬁrI the oyverall
stake of Gmoupe ADFE, the Paris
abrport operator, in GMB Abr-
portswill come down to 25%
v 32 304,

GMR Afrports (GAL), the
alrports bukiness arm of the
GMR Group, operates vanous
alrparts,induwiing at Delhi and
Hyderabad. Groupe ADP has
entered into agreements for
sale of its securities represent
ing 7.3 stake in GAL to the
{].'|.1.Iip:nml:ltrrpml:p,ﬂrmni-
ing to a statement issued by
the French group.

The deal will be executed
through an Initlal sale and
entryinto options relating to
ordimary or preference shares
aswell as theeardy purchaseby
GMRGroupofthe convertible
bonds isued by GALand cur-
rently held by Groupe ADP.

“The overall cash Flll:lrﬁ.-d:.

gemerated by this transaction
are stimated to be €92 4 mil-
licew,” the French group said ina
wtal mmvent m'fh:l:r':rla}- At cuir

rent exchange rates, €9 24 mil-
lim transdates toarmmd 51,08
billion orover 10,100 crore.

There was no comment
from the GME Group on the
transaction.

Currently, GMR promoter
group holds 34.9%in GAL and
the l'l.l:lll!i.l'll: will fse io
42, ¥ypost the deal. While
Groupe ADP's stake will come
down to 15%, the public
sha r|.-|'||1l|:lin‘_uI m GAL wall

remalnat around 3 2804,

Underthedeal, Groupe ADFP
s08d 5.4% of GAL's ordinary
etjuity shares for € 256 million
on Thursday.

GME promoter group has
call options and Groupe ADPa
corresponding put option
exercisable to purchase and
sell, respectively, securltles
representing 3.9% of GAL's
ordinary equity shares for an
estimated €285 million,

Any smaleresulting from the
exercise of these options
shiould be completed by April
30, 2027
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Nitu Samra named interim
CEO of Noida airport

FE BUREAL
Hew Delhi, April 26

NOIDA INTERMATIOMAL AIR-
PORT om I'ri-:i:l}' announced
theappointment of its Chief
Fmancal Officer Mitu Samraas
the Interim Chief Executive
Dificer after authornties
demied permission for foreiign
national Christoph Schnell-
manmn tobe atthe hetm,

*This change follows dipec-
tions issued by the Bumao of
Ciwil Aviation Security (BCAS]
that the CEQ of an airport in
[ndiaks required to bean Indlan
national,” NIA said in a state
ment. Samra will replace
Schnelimann,a Swiss national
wiohas led Nokda Intemational
Alrpart (MIA) as the CED sina=
Aupgust 2020,

The rEgLIE.:I.t.".l’:r imstie redated
to the requirement of having
an Indian national as CED has
beendelaying the start ofcom
meelal operations of the akr-
port, which was inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on March 18,

Schnellmann will join the
airport's board of directors as
executivevioe chairman. In t his
role, e will continueto support

Smmra has been serving as
CFOsnce October 2071

the prosect and its ransition to
operations, the statement said,
With immiediate effect, NIA
sald Samra has been appointed
s the CEQ on an interim basis
until the board of directon can
conchede a formal selection
process Samira has beensening
s the CFO since Ohoiober 2021
and was diosaly Imolved in the
arport’s developmamit journey
Samra has been serving as
the CFO sinee October 202 1 and
was closely [nvolved in the alir-
port’s development joumey,
oversecing fimancial steward
ship, prvernance, and strategic

]:'L'Lnnu.'l.g'dunnga}e:l:}rphmﬂ
the project, the siatement
addod

NIA will be operated by
Yamuna Internat ional Alrpnrt
{Y1APL), a subskdiary of Zurich
nl.ir|1'|r| Intermatomal Al mider
a public-prvate partnership.

lf'.lriEprmll}'whrrhlrduwnm
mence passenger servioes in
September 2024, NIA B being
developad in four phases, along
ml]udu.li:.'.irl.‘lurﬁuunmud
It recdived anaorodmome licenoe
from the aviation regulator
[Hmectomte Generalof Civil Avi
athon ([GCA) In March,

YIAPL Chairman [haniel
Bireher eabd that shvoe the bnau-
guration of the airpart by the
Prime Minister, the poal was to
f.‘ll-lli'.‘ |J1E'h!-'l'| d’l?ﬂrﬂ‘bﬂmﬂ
eardy aspossible.

"This management |:h.1|1|§5
brings the airport into compli
ance with Burean of Chl Avia-
tion Security mequirements
wiill eqruabnt sl ngcontinuiyin
the airport's leadership team
The newly struectured team will
support a smooth transition
Into operations, guided by clear
and transparent BOvernanoe
and astrong corpoateailiure”

b wakd
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{ NO-EXPAT RULE }

Noida airport names Indian
interim CEO to meet norms

Neha LM Tripathi

htreporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Three days after the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) denied approval for
Noida airport’s chief executive
officer (CEO) Christoph Schnell-
mann to continue in his role, the
airport management on Friday
announced the appointment of
Nitu Samra as its interim CEO.

“This change follows direc-
tions issued by BCAS that the
chief executive officer of an air-
port in India is required to be an
Indian national,” a statement
issued by Noida International
Airport (NIA) said.

The announcement comes
three days after the Union home
ministry turned down a request
to tweak rules to allow a foreign
national to hold the post of CEO
of a greenfield airport, keeping
in mind security of air opera-
tions.

The decision directly
impacted Noida airport, devel-
oped and operated by Yamuna
International Airport Pvt Ltd

(YIAPL), a subsidiary of Swiss
firm Zurich Airport Interna-
tional AG with Swiss national
Schnellmann as its CEO.

The denial implied that the
CEO of the already delayed air-
port would have to be replaced.
Written information was sent to
the airport on Tuesday night.

On December 16, 2025, HT
was the first to report that the
CEO of NIA being a foreign
national fell afoul of aviation
security norms for greenfield
airports.

“With immediate effect, Nitu
Samra has been appointed as
CEO on an interim basis, until
the Board of Directors can con-
clude a formal selection proc-
ess,” the airport said.

Schnellmann, who has been
CEO of NIA since August 2020,
will now join the airport's board
of directors as executive vice
chairman.

“In this role, he will continue
to support the project and its
transition to operations,” the air-
port said.

Samra has been serving as

Newly appointed Noida airport

CEO Nitu Samra. HTPHOTO
CFO of NIAL since October 2021
and has been closely involved in
the airport’s development, over-
seeing financial stewardship,
governance, and strategic plan-
ning during a key phase of the
project.

YIAPL chairman Daniel
Bircher said, “After the inaugu-
ration of Noida International
Airport by the hon'ble Prime
Minister in March 2026, the goal
was to enable the start of opera-
tions as early as possible. This
management change brings the

airport into compliance with
BCAS requirements while main-
taining continuity in the Noida
airport’s leadership team.”

“The newly structured team
will support a smooth transition
into operations, guided by clear
and transparent governance and
a strong corporate culture,” he
said.

As per the BCAS AVSEC (Avia-
tion Security) order dated Janu-
ary 17, 2011: “The CEO of Indian
nationality at each greenfield
Indian airport and the airport
director or in-charge airport
management at AAT [Airports
Authority of India] airports
which are served by civil flights
shall be the security coordinator
at the respective airports and
shall be responsible for coordi-
nating the implementation of
SECUrity measures in accordance
with the legal provisions and
instructions BCAS issued.”

While the matter was raised
in 2022 and discussions to
amend the rule were subse-
quently put forth in 2023, no
conclusion could be reached.
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3rd international
pier at IGI's T3 to
begin May Ist week

HT Carrespondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An additional pier —
Pier C— will commence interna-
tional operations from the first
week of May at Terminal 3 of
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, airport operator
Delhi International Airport Lim-
ited (DIAL) said on Friday.
Earlier, two piers handled
domestic flights, while two oth-
ers handled international flights.
With the latest switch, Pier D
will be the sole domestic pier at
T3, while Piers A, B and C will
handle international flights,
increasing the number of inter-
national flights and passengers.
DIAL said repurposing Pier C
from domestic to international
operations was done after care-
ful planning. “This was seam-
lessly integrated with the exist-
ing terminal infrastructure,
without the need for new con-
siruction,” said a DIAL spokes-

person, adding that with the con-
version, Delhi airport’s interna-
tional passenger handling
capacity will rise by around 50%,
translating to an additional 10
million passengers per annum.

The airport has introduced
upgrades to enhance departure
and arrival efficiency and reduce
waiting times at key touchpoints.
These include 12 new self-bag-
gage drop counters, 20 emigra-
tion counters, five automatic
tray retrieval system [ATRS)
lanes, dual-view X-BIS machines
for faster security screening, 16
boarding gates converted for
international operations, 40
more Bureau of Immigration
counters in arrivals, and three
new escalators and four lifts.

CEO, DIAL, Videh Kumar Jai-
puriar, said, “This conversion
strengthens the Delhi airport’s
ability to support long-haul con-
nectivity, airline expansion plans
and our goal to be a global avia-
tion hub.”
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PARIS AIRPORTS'
OPERATOR CUTS
STAKE IN GMR IN
$1 BILLION DEAL

Bloomberg

Teedhack@livemant. cam

ADP, the operator of the main
Paris airports, agreed to sell up
0 7.3% of GMR Airports Lid as
part of a deal worth as much as
€524 million ($L0S billion).

The French group agreed to
sell the stake to a vehicle con-
nected i GMR's founding family
in a multistage deal, according to
a statement confirming an ear-
lier Bioomberg News report. ADP
will sell 3.4% of its shares for
€256 million and receive a put
option to sell an additional 3.9%
for about €285 million.

The family’s vehicle has also
agreed to purchase convertible
bonds for €301 million face
value, plus accrued interest as of
the date of the transaction,
which is set to be completed by
March 31, 2027, ADP's statement
showed.

Shares of GMH Alrports have
risen 8.4% in Mumbai over the
past 12 months, glving the firm a
marketvalue of $10.8 billion.

ADP sald its governance
rights and sfatus as a so-called
co-promoter will remaln on
completion of the deal. The com-
pany doesn't intend to divest any
more of its stake in GMR Alr-
ports, and will use cash from the
transaction for short-term delev-
eraging, as well as a special divi-
dend as soon as this year.

"ADP is taking the opportu-
nity to crystallise part of the
value of its investment, while
maintaining a significant eco-
nomic exposure to the future
growth potential of this key
assel,” ADP chief executive offi-
cer Philippe Pascal said In the
statement. ADP initially
acguired a 45% stake In GMR
Alrports in 2020,

With the completion of the
deal, ADP's board of directors
proposed a special dividend of
€0.8 per share for the 2025
financial year. Following the
exercise of the option, the board
may propose an additional spe-
clal distribution to shareholders
of €1 per share.

Citigroup Inc. acted as finan-
clal adviser to ADP, S8R Associ-
ates and Hogan Lovells were
legal advisers and Urban Sirate-
gic Pie was a strategic adviser,
according to the statement.
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Noida Airport
names Nitu
Samra as
interim CEO

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Noida International Air-
port has appointed CEO Ni-
tu Samra as interim CEO af-
ter the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security denied
security clearance to CEO
Christoph Schnellmann, a
Swiss national, which held
up the launch of flight op-
erations at the recently-in-
augurated airport.

“With immediate effect,
Nitu Samra has been ap-
pointed as CEO on an inte-
rim basis, until the board
of directors can conclude a
formal selection process,”
Noida International Air-
port said in a statement.

Mr. Schnellmann, who
was the CEO since August
2020, will move to the
board of directors as exec-
utive vice- chairman.



AIRPOR ISAUT HC’RITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU DELHI 25 BPRIL 2046

TEHRAN

Tehran airport to resume
international flights from today

International flights from Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Airport will
resume on Saturday, the ISNA news agency reported, days after Iran
reopened its airspace. The first flights to resume will be to Istanbul
and Muscat, the announcement said. Iran’s airspace was slammed
shut after the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran began on February 28, asp
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Why Noida airport changed
its CEO to expedite flight ops

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, April 24

WITH THE government refus-
ing to grant the requisite secur-
ity clearance to the expat chief
executive of the recently-inau-
gurated Noida International
Airport (NIA), the airport has
made changestoitsleadership
structure and appointed its
chief financial officer asthe in-
terim CEQ.

With this move, the air-
port—located in Jewar in Uttar
Pradesh—hopestogetthe final
clearance for starting commer-
cial operations. Aviationindus-

The NIA said that in his new
role, Schnellmann will con-
tinue to “support the project
and its transition to operations”.
Yamuna International Airport
Private Limited (YIAPL), anarm
of Switzerland-based Zurich
Airport International AG has
developed the NIA, and will
also be operating it.

Reason behind

leadership rejig
Theairport wasinaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on March 28; it had re-
ceivedits aerodrome license on
March 6. Yet, there was no clar-

try experts believe that ity on when it will start
the airport could now see comimercial operations.
flight operations within Its aerodrome security
a few weeks. programme (ASP)isstill

“Noida International ® pending. The CEO's se-
Airport today an- curity clearance from
nounced changes to its BCAS is a prerequisite

leadership structure. This
change follows directions is-
sued by the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) that the
Chief Executive Officer of an
airport in Indiais required tobe
an Indian national. With im-
mediate effect, Nitu Samra has
been appointed as Chief Execu-
tive Officer onan interim basis,
untilthe Board of Directors can
conclude a formal selection
process,” the airport said.

Christoph Schnellmann,
the Swiss national who has led
the airport as CEQ since August
2020, will join the NIA's board
of directors as executive vice
chairman.

for the airport to start commer-
cial operations.

But according to a 2011 avi-
ation security order by BCAS,
the “chiefexecutive officer of In-
dian nationality” at greenfield
airportsshall be the security co-
ordinator ofthe airportand shall
be responsible for coordinating
the implementation of security
measures. This effectively bars
foreign nationals from holding
the CEO's post at airports.

According to sources, BCAS
had sought approvals for
changes in the rules from the
Ministry of Home Affairs, but
the government doesn't appear
to be in favour of granting any

relaxation. Without Schnell-
mann'’s security clearance in
place, the NTA had toappoint an
Indian national as the CEO in
order to get all the requisite ap-
provals to start commercial

flight operations.

Move expected to
expedite launch of
operations

Samra, who has been the
NIA's CFO since October 2021,
has been overseeing the pro-
ject’s financials, governance,
and strategic planning during
the key initial development
phase of the project. Her taking
interim charge as CEO is ex-
pected to removethe last hurdle
for Delhi-NCR's second airport
tostart flight operations.

Moreover, as executive vice
chairman, Schnellmann is ex-
pected to remain instrumental
in the project. “...the goal was to
enable the start of operations as
early as possible. This manage-
ment change brings the airport
intocompliance with Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security require-
ments while maintaining con-
tinuity in the airport’s leader-
shipteam.

“The newly structured team
will supportasmooth transition
intooperations, guided by clear
and transparent governance
and astrong corporate culture,”
said YIAPL Chairman Daniel
Bircher.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Noida Int'l Airport appoints
Nitu Samra as interim CEO

Svew Dtk Nodca Intemiational Alrport (NLA) on Friday
announced the appotntment ol s chief financal ofloers
NituSamra asthe interim chief executive officer (ICED)
after suthorites denied permission for Swiss national
Christoph Schinellmann to be ot the belm, Samea will

replace Schnellmann, who has been the CEO of K1A
slmre Angmsy NN, [ 1]



AIF?P ORTS AUT HC’F?!TH’ DF iNUIA

Corporate Communications Directoratel

MILLENNIUM POST DELHI = APEIL SWEs

T3 Pier C to open {or

international flights

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Dethi airport’s
annual international passenger
handling capacity will increase
1o up 1o 32 million, with Pier C
at Terminal 3 set to commence
international operations from
the first week of May.

The Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport {(IGIA) has
three terminals —- T1, T2 and
T3. Only T3 handles intérna-
tional fights, and the current
capacity is around 20 million
passengen per annum.

In a release on Friday,
Deelhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) said Pier C at T3
would commence international
operations from the first week
of May. T3 has four piers - Pier
Aand B for international oper-
ations, while C and D are for
domestic operations. Pier C has
now been converted for inter-
national operations.

Generally, a pier at an air-
portis a long and narrow struc-
ture or transfer faclity from
the main terminal building and
allows passengers Lo use aern-
bridges to enter an aircraft.

“With the conversion of
Pier C, Delhi Adrport’s inter-
national passenger handling
capacity will dse by around 50
per cent, translating to an addi-
tional 10 million passengers
per annum (MPPA). This will
take Terminal 3 total interna-

“ T3 has four

piers - Pier AL B
for int'l operations,
while C & D are for
domestic operations.
Pier C has now been
converted for int’l

operations ,,

tional capacity to 30-32 MPPA,
puthunm!q the au'purl well to

serve growing international
traffic in the years ahead” air-
port operator DIAL said.
According 1o the release,
Indias international air traffic
is expected to grow at around
7 per cent in the medium term,
and Delhi airport, handling

the country’s largest share of

international passengers, plays
a pivotal role in enabling this
gruwll'i.

“The conversion of Pier
C provides adequate interna-
tonal capacity for the next
E-10 years." “The conversion of
Pier C also sirr.ngll'u:ns airside
operations by improving stand
availability and gate allocation
for intermational l].l.gl'lls. With
16 Code C stands and associ-
ated gates, the pler will support
faster aircraft turnarounds and
greater operational flexibility”
the release said.

Pier C would increase

wide- bud!l,' stand zv.':u]ab:lll}

for international operations by
around 40 per cenl

The government is working
on developing Delhi atrport as
a global transit hub, DIAL CEOQ
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said
the transformation of Pler C,
from domestic to international,
strengthens the airport’s abil-
ity Lo support long-haul con-
nectivity, airlines’ expansion
plans and Indias ambition to
be a global aviation hub.
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Swiss CEO out, Indian interim chief of Noida int’l airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & New Delhi

THE newly opened Noida In-
ternational Airport appointed
its current chief financial of-
ficer Nitu Samra as interim
CEQ on Friday This comes af-
ter the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) denied
security clearance to CEQ
Christoph Schnellmann, a
Swiss national, delayving the
launch of flight operations at
the airport.

A 2011 order by the BCAS
mandates that the CED of any

Officer responsible for security measures: BCAS

The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) denied security
clearance to CEQ Christoph Schnellmann, a Swiss national, last
week. A 2011 order by BCAS mandates the CED of any greenfield
dirport is responsible for implementing security measures.

immediate effect, Nitu
Samra has been ap-
pointed as Chief Execu-
tive Officer on an inter-

gpreenfield airport shall serve
as the security coordinator, re-
sponsible for implementing se-
curity measures, effectively
requiring the role to be held by
an Indian citizen.

In a statement, Noida Inter-
national Adrport said, *With

mal selection process.”

im basis, until the Board
of Directors can conclude a for-

the airport as CEO since Au-
gust 2020, will move to the
Board of Directors as executive
vice-chairman.
Eardier this week, the BCAS
rejected Schnellmann’s se-
b curity approval on the
\  grounds that he is a for-
eign national, which
violates norms for
greenfield airports.
Positioned as NCR's
second airport, Noida In-
ternational Airport in Jewar,
Uttar Pradesh, was inaugurat-

Schnellmann, who has led ed by PM Narendra Modi on

March 28, 2026. The airport has
been developed and will be op-
erated by Swiss company Zu-
rich Airport International AG.
Together, the Delhi and No-
ida airports will function as an
integrated aviation system,
easing congestion, expanding
passenger capacity and posi-
tioning the region among the
world's leading aviation hubs.
Phase I of the Noida Interna-
tional Airport has been devel-
oped with an outlay of 211,200
crore under a public-private
partnership model.



AIRFORTS AU HQE-?ET “l’ CH- iHUlﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVEHARAT TIMES DELHT 25 APRIL 20426

FEATAE T W RETEE
aﬁmmﬁnzﬁiﬁmmﬁmr

mm{nmﬂmﬁa
™ FEE oy & e w9
TR I e A EiE S0
1 TrA B, Frrd = wm e
U T A T e
T A HE AR e R
T ST SO 3 FO5-32
g Tl W 2 A T A
frr C e W o v
e #, el el wite] T3FA R omy,
e P W O e
F 3 deE SRR WA

T 47 ) W T £ DIAL
¥ i e e W
= o = o 1o oW
= § T e e # v
TS W T, T s urd
e A A g A e
=i g ¥ for e © W 12 7
e T 2 e 20 Fne
T3 A e A 40 W

BT W R T o E
A S frem ol ATRS

g
e W 16 Sere A i
T m 218w e 3 Ao
¥ T ¥ fam o fadm dd 9
T £ 1 T A ) E T W
el % e B e D
i 1 e S A



J—'&IHPLJH ISAUT HUH‘!T‘I’ UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 25 APRIL 20Z6

3P R A
s vavard &
a1 & ferg SeM

= NET foE, miaamns : ¥z
TR A TF (UDAN) T3
Fmafmag( )&
PmTEmTR A e Ty
trme s o
THE B TEF I B W
5 W 4 9E 5 W A a4
oA O T H 5 w0
g o e # 1 7 e A
OO o w1 oo
o T 40 T 50 T W
oo e e T S
F=m e afEd ¥ A
= T e 3w im o
M TR TR I Y
A OO F A0 O A T
O w1 A -
e T e 1 o8 fm)
s R dsm i
MoFmEmE TR
i e =



AIRF‘UF@. 'S AUT HClFt’iT 4 li_?!- iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 25 APRIL 2026

3 WA ferel fy PMO o Soap, fereeht
T, ﬂnﬁuﬁﬁwméaﬁcm

Manessh.Aggarwal 21 #ilE = i |
[@tmesafindia com 3 o o B "'i’l'qm

ﬂ:‘rll AT [ CEO)|

7 faeelt @ il S
TR ¥ P dnen fREE
e 9 9ga B o o
TE W T T W 9T
e e (CFD) TR
T F o A P
T # S o Ew g B e
T T el wieen ded)
A ¥ T 9T F 9 aE
10 Bl ¥ i =g aifw fafr
iy e (BCAS) #
TE I AE v o
i = 1§ e o
= TEh F e o T e
e TR A A ¥ m

i a5t = st =

o T 90E T HE)

I R # T A
w2 et Sl w e AR
o & ¥m o e dR

S O w9 T 9 T W A
feram-Forenl % a2 20 A W

i e w e T
# wger & g

o Rt widsh

TETm A i 8 e
fm o B T g W e

A fymiae s
Pt W R o) faR
B EFa

21 ¥0E T OFEE S A
F1 59 @ R A v S
Bl g § werw @ P s
frEen s frEd % oWm
qrEr TEd BT B 22

r @ S A Tred o oW

T T A T e W
1 THEy T o e e

d TR W W AT A
T AT, R OWE R W
Rt Fm oA i
e W W 4 F w9
1 T e B e
T s = S T
T e =, A T
O W AE T e 3
T[T 1 s 5 4 i e
% W AUE T @9
s (CFO) R
T FETE IR WO
Tréall P = e T



AIRPORTS AUT HUF-?IT“! UF iHUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEEER DELHI 25 APRIL 2026

Nitu Sarma appointed interim

CEO of Noida airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Noida International Airport
on Friday announced the
appointment of its Chief
Financial Officer, Nitu
Sarma, as the interim Chief
Executive Officer. “This
change follows directions
issued by the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) that
the Chief Executive Officer of
an airport in India is
required to be an Indian
national,” a statement said.

Christoph Schnellmann, a
Swiss national who has led
Noida International Airport
as its CEO since August 2020,
will join the airport's Board
of Directors as Executive
Vice Chairman.

“With immediate effect,
Nitu Samra has been
appointed as Chief
Executive Officer on an
interim basis, until the
Board of Directors can con-
clude a formal selection
process,” the statement

-~
-
=

issued

by Noida
International Airport said.

Sarma has been serving
as Chief Financial Officer

of the airport since
October 2021,

Nitu has been serving as
Chief Financial Officer of
Noida International Airport
since October 2021 and has
been closely involved in the
airport's development
journey, overseeing finan-
cial stewardship, gover-
nance, and strategic plan-
ning during a key phase of
the project.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the
airport last month.
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Karnataka Dy CM urges Rajnath to ease helght curbs near Bengaluru defence airports

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar on
Friday met Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh,
urging a review of height
restrictions imposed within
a 20-km radius of defence air-
ports in Bengaluru, which he
said were hampering the
city's vertical growth.
Bengaluru has four oper-
ational airports, two of
which are defence airbases

— HAL Airport and
Yelahanka Airbase.

Authorities seeking con-
struction permits on their
premises are required to
obtain a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) from these
airport authorities.

In a formal representa-
tion to the Union Minister,
Shivakumar pointed out that
while GSR 751 (E) restricts
building heights to 150
metres only up to a 15-km
radius around defence air-
ports, the concerned author-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, during a meeting with Karnataka Deputy

Chiet Minister DK Shivakumar in New Delhi

FTl

ities have been enforcing
the same limit up to 20 km,
effectively substituting the
rules prescribed under the
notification.

He said this amounts to
bringing an additional 78
per cent of areas, falling
within the 15-20 km radius,
under height restrictions that
go beyond what the rules
mandate.

The Deputy Chief Minister
warned that curbing vertical
development in the city's
core would push growth

outward in an unplanned
manner, undermining the
State Government's efforts to
ensure systematic urban
expansion.

“l request you to kindly
review the restrictions being
imposed in the 20-km radius
of the defence airports in
Bengaluru, keeping in mind
both flight safety and the
city's development needs,”
Shivakumar said. The Deputy
Chief Minister is likely to
meet other Union ministers
over the next two days.
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France’s Groupe ADP to sell
7.3% stake in GMR Alrports

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

France's Groupe ADP is selling
up to 7.3 per cent stake in
GMR Airports to the GMR pro-
moter group for more than
210,100 crore.

Once the multi-layered
deal is complete, the overall
stake of Groupe ADP, the
Paris airport operator, in GMR
Airports will come down to 25
per cent from 32.3 per cent.

GMR Airports Ltd (GAL), the
airports business arm of the
GMR Group, operates various
airports, including at Delhi
and Hyderabad.

Groupe ADP has entered
into agreements for sale of its
securities representing 7.3
per cent stake in GAL to the
GMR promoter group, accord-
ing to a statement issued by
the French group.

The deal will be executed
through an initial sale and
entry into options relating to
ordinary or preference shares
as well as the early purchase
by GMR Group of the convert-
ible bonds issued by GAL and
currently held by Groupe
ADP. “The overall cash pro-
ceeds generated by this trans-

action are estimated to be
924 million euros,” the French
group said in a statement on

Thursday. At current
exchange rates, 924 million
euros translates to around $
1.08 billion or over Rs 10,100
crore.

There was no comment
from the GMR Group on the
transaction.

Currently, GMR promoter
group holds 34.9 per cent in
GAL and the holding will rise
to 42.2 per cent post the deal.
While Groupe ADP's stake
will come down to 25 per
cent, the public shareholding
in GAL will remain at around
32.8 per cent.

Under the deal, Groupe
ADP sold 3.4 per cent of GAL's

ordinary equity shares for
256 million euros on
Thursday.

GMR promoter group has
call options and Groupe ADP
a corresponding put option
exercisable to purchase and
sell, respectively, securities
representing 3.9 per cent of
GAL's ordinary equity shares
for an estimated 285 million
euros. Any sale resulting from
the exercise of these options
should be completed by April
30, 2027.

Also, the early purchase
by GMR Group of the convert-
ible bonds (FCCBs) for a
nominal (face) value of 301
million euros, plus accrued
interest at the date of the
transaction is to be complet-

ed by March 31, 2027, the
statement said.

“Upon completion of the
transaction, Groupe ADP's
governance rights in GAL and
its co-promoter status will
remain unchanged.

This transaction, by rebal-
ancing the economic expo-
sure of GMR Group and
Groupe ADP in GAL, bolsters
this partnership and
enhances the company's
position for future develop-
ment, without the need for
any additional capital injec-
tion,” it said. Groupe ADP said
the transaction is part of its
strategy to optimise the
financial contribution of its
international assets and
added that it does notintend
any further divestment ofits
stake in GAL and is engaged
in a balanced long-term part-
nership.

In 2020, Groupe ADP
snapped up a 49 per cent
stake in GAL, which was then
a subsidiary of GMR
Infrastructure Ltd (GIL), for
around 1.3 billion euros.

Later, in July 2024, GAL was
listed as a separate entity on
the Indian bourses after a
restructuring of GIL.
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N Mum airport seen
handling 50,000/day
passengers by Dec

Tines News NETwork

Mumbai: The Navi Mumbai
airport is expected to handle
around 50,000 passengers per
day by Dec, up from roughly
19,000 to 20,000 it handles curr-
ently While the current passe-
nger traffic comprises entirely
domestic flyers, by June-July,
the airport is expected to start
handling international flights,
and so the projected data for
Dec includes both domestic
and international passengers.

Air traffic movements
(ATMs)areexpected togoupto
3530 takeoffs and landings per
day by yvear-end. Currently, the
airport handles about 150
flights daily; said a senior offi-
cial from Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport. Speaking at
‘Alrport3s’, an aviation expo-
sition held in Mumbai on
Thursday, the official said the
West Asia conflict has pushed
the commencement date of in-
ternational operations, which
were earlier supposed to begin
in April. The demand for dom-
estic flights is steadily rising,
with airlines reporting almost
73% passenger loads in March,
which is typically a lean mon-
thfortravel, he added. Airlines
are adjusting networks to ma-
ke better use of available slots,
with spillover traffic from
Mumbai supporting growth at

the new airport, hesaid.
Speaking about connectivi-
ty to the airport, he said the pl-
anfor Metro Line 83—the 35 km
high-speed corridor that will
connect the Mumbai airport
with the Navi Mumbai airport
—is at the tendering stage.
“Once the tender is in public
domain, the metro should be
ready in about four vears. It wi-
11 be built in two phases, the ea-
sier part from Mankhurd to
Navi Mumbai airport will be
completed first and opened,
and thereafter the undergro-
und work will be taken in the
second phase where the metro
will conmect from Mankhurd
to Mumbaiairport,” he added.
Dr Sharad Kumar, chief ad-
visor, Airports Authority of
India, delivering the opening
address earlier, said India’s av-
iation sector is entering a defi-
ning phase where growthmust
be supported by strategic choi-
ces. “Globally, the industry is
being shaped by digital transf
ormation, sustainability and
deeper integration across avi-
ation, logistics, tourism and tr-
ade. At the same time, geopoli-
tical developments have highl-
ighted the sector's vulnerabili-
ty, impacting routes, costs and
operational efficiency. In this
context, India has a strong ad-
vantage with rising demand,
expanding infrastructure.”
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Noida Airport Gets Indian As Interim CEO

Swiss National Schnellmann, CEO Since Aug 2020, To Join Board of Directors As Executive Vice-Chairman

Tines News NETWoORK

New Delhi: Noida International
Airport(NIA)on Friday appointed
an Indian as its chief executive to
clear a regulatory road bump com-
ing in the way of itslaunch.

It elevated chiefl financial offi-
cer Nitu Samra to the position held
by Swiss national Christoph
Schnellmann, who was in charge
since Aug 2020, While Samra has
been given interim charge, the ap-
pointment gives her the distine-
tion of being the first woman to be
CEO of an Indian airport.

Schnellmann will join the air-
port’s board of directors as execu-
tive vice-chairman,.

The rejig at the top became nec-
essary because home minisiry rules
do not allow expat CEOs for green-
field airports. Schnellmann, as an
executive of NIA's parent company

Zurich AG, was at the helm since in-
ception and oversaw the airport tak-
ing shape from the ground up. As
someone with considerable experi-
ence of working in India, before this
with Bengaluruairport, he was con-
sidered the right man for the job.

The change at the eleventh hour
was a forced one after it became
clear that govt was not keen on
changing the expatrule. The airport
was inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on March 28 after it
received the aerodrome licence.

But after Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security’s (BCAS) praposal to
amend the expat rule was rejected
by the home ministry, NIA decided
to go for a change of guard to avoid
further delay in launching commer-
cial operations. NIAneeds BCAS ap-
proval for its aerodrome security
programme (ASP), without which it
cannot become operational.

The hume mlmstr:.r had recently rejected BCAS' proposal for amending the current
rule disallowing expats from being CEOs of a greenfield airport

of directors can conclude a formal
selection process,” NIA said in a
statement. She has been the air-

“With immediate effect, Nitu
Samra has been appointed as CEO
onan interim basis, until the board

port’s CFO since Oct 2021
and was closely involved
in the airport’s develop-
ment journey. Schnell-
mann, NIA said, “will
continue to support the
project and its transition
tooperations.”

Sources said it takes
about 30-40 days for an air-
port to become operational Nitu samra

tion of NIA by the PM in
March 2026, the goal was
toenable the start of oper-
ations as early as possible,
This management change
brings the airport into
compliance with BCASre-
gquirements while main-
taining continuity in the
airport's leadership team.
The newly structured

after getting the ASP By
this timeline, NIA is unlikely to be-
come operational before June. To give
some recent timeframes, Goa's second
airport at Mopa was inaugurated on
Dec 11, 2022, and it started operations
within a month on Jan 5, 2023. Navi
Mumbai airport became operational
on Dec 25, 2025, just over two months
after being inaugurated on Oct 8,
Yamuna International Airport
Pvt Ltd (YIAPL) chairman Daniel
Bircher said: “After the inaugura-

team will support a
smooth transition into operations,
guided by clear and transparent gov-
ernance and a strong corporate cul-
ture.” YIAPL is the Zurich AG sub-
sidiary that is in charge of building
and operating the airport.

Yamuna International Airport
Pvt Ltd chairman Daniel Bircher
said: “After the inauguration of
NIA by the PM in March 2026, the
goal was toenable the startof oper-
ations asearly as possible,”
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IGI to start
international
opsatT3's
Pier C in May

Tiars News Norwors

New Delhi: Alrport operator
Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) on Friday an-
noineed that Pler C at Indira
Gandhi  International  Air-
port’s Terminal 3 will begin
international operations
from the first week of May
DIAL suid Pler C has boen
repurposed from domestic to
internmtional use through ca
reful plonning, seamless in-
tegration with the existing ber
minal infrastructure withoot
requiring new construct jon.
With this cormversion, Delhi
airport's  international pas-
senger handling capacity will
increass by around 50%, ad-
ding 10 millinn passengers per
annum (MPPAY This will take
Terminal &'s todal internario
el capacity to30-32 MPPA, po-
sitioning the airport to cater to
growing tnternational tradfic
inthe coming years, DIAL said.
The alrport has also intro-
duced upgrades to improve de-
parture and arrival efficlency
and reduce walting times al
kew touchpoints, These inclu-
e 12 new sell-baggage drup co
unters, 20 emigration codn-
ters, five Automatic Tray Ret
rieval System Lines, didal-view
X-BIS machines for faster se-
curity screening, 15 boarding
gates converted for internatio-
nal operations, 40 additonal
Burean of Immigration coun-
ters inarrivals, amd thres new
escalators and four 1ifls to faci-
litate prssenEer movement
DAL CEQ Videh Kumar Ja
ipuriar sall, “This conversion
strengrhens Delhialrport's ahi
lity to support long-haul con-
nectivity, airlines” expansion
pluns and India’s ambition to
becoms a global avistion hub "
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Seaplane ahoy! All set for water-taxi services

SkyHop Aviation to get flying licence after clearing regulatory trials

Rohit Vaid
Hem Delhi

The wait for an amphiblous
taxd may soon be over. Sky-
Hogp Aviation is all set to re-
ceive its fiing licence — air
operator permit [AoP) —
after it succesefully cleared
regulatory trials for its sea-
plane services, sources fi-
miliar with the develop-
ment told businessiine.

The AcP will make it In-
dia"s firse dedicated sched-
uled seaplane Right services
provider, akin to an airline,
whereas in the past, there
have been several non-
scheduled amphibious op-
erathons by other compan-
ies that ed out over
rime.

FLIGHT PLANS

Sources said the regulatory
clearance marks a key oper-
athonsal millestone for the
Avani  Singh-led aviation

S

* i

AMPHIBIOUS AIRCRAFT. SkyHop has secured a Twin Orter
BHC-E-400 series aircraft, equipped with Floats for water ‘.'lndir.g

venture as it prepares to
taunch sexplane services in
India. Avani Si is the
dowghter of Ay Singh,
Spicelet’s Chairman  and
Managing Director.

TharEI:‘:.lErn.pin}'had:nﬂlcr
moved forward with infra-
soructure and aircraft ac-
quisition plans while pwait-
ing approvals, According 1o
sources, the company has
secured o Twin  Oater
DHC-6400 series aircraft
equipped with foats for wa-
ter innding.

LANDMNG JETTIES
Besides, the company has
eted the construction
of dedicated jetty  infra-
srracture at five islands in
Laksh at its own
cost, The initiol focus is ex-
pected to be on conpecting
mainland India with islands
in Lakshadweep, while dis-
cussions ¢continue for the
induction of additonal
gircraf.
Motzhly, the venture re-
celved a no-objection certl-
ficate along with mandatory

security clearance in June
last year. Further, float test-
ing for water landing had
been completed before the
licensing stage.

Previously, SkyHop had
ighlighted  that  only
gﬂﬂl’-’ﬂ of India's nearly
4,000 cities currently had
gir conmectivity. The com-
pany stated £ its sen-
planes: and small aircrafi
were aimed at improving ac-
cess o underserved

reglons,

Irecliaa as mo op-
eratbonal seaplane service.
The segment had briefly
seen activicy in 2019-20
when a seaplane service op-
erated between the Sabarm-
ati riverfront and the Statue
of Unity in Gujarat before
being discontinued during
the Covid-19 period, A dec-
ade ago, Maritime Energy
Heli Air Services (Mehair)
had vaxied off warerways in
the Andamans,
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India releases second phase of flight training rankings

 —
Dur Bureas
Few Deki

Indin on Friday released the
second phase of rankings for
Flying Training Organisa-
tions (FTOs).

According to the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA),
the FI'O ranking system,
compiled by the Directormte
General of Civil  Aviation
(DGCA), B aimed ar
strengthening training
stamdards, enhancing safery
and promaoting accountabil-
ity across fving training
ANETITUR LR,

‘The first phase of the rank-
ings was published on Octo-
ber 1, 2025, Notably, the
Minicrry eaid the data-driven

framework enables objective
comparison and continuous
monitoring of FTO perform-
ance, while improving trans-
parency acrogs the pilot
tralning ceosystem,

“My core objective in in-
troducing an FTO ranking
system in the country is to
make pilot training more
transparent and flying a
more attractive career op-
tion for the youth,” Civil Avi-
ation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu said during the launch
evenL,

Highlighting opportunit-
ies in the sector, Naidu said,
“In the next five years, In
dias aviation landscape will
expand with 30 more air-
peoats, Indian carriers induct
ine around S8 more aireraft

and major Indion airports
evolving inte transic hubs
through our Hub and Spoke
Palicy,”

HISTORIC OUTLAY
“Addditionally, with the his-
toric outlay of T29,000 crore
under modified UDAN, there
is significant scope for re-
gional connectivity. There is
an estimated requirement of
nearly 30,000 additional pi-
liots over the next decade.”
According to MoCA, the
Indian aviation training eoo
gystem has recorded several
itive developments, in-
clading an increase in train-
ing fving hours from 32 per
cent to 50 per cent, expan-
sion of aircraft feet at FTOs
and imnroved resinine -

ciency, reducing the time re-
quired by cadets to complete
flving requirements for ob-
taining a commercial pilot li-
cence, Besides, the Ministry
zaid the ranking system en-
ahled aspiring pilots 1o make
informed decisions based on
objective performance
indicators.

“The broader objective is
two-fold. First, to enhance
the ghobal competitiveness
of Indian FTOs by encour-
aging aligmment with inter-
matiomal benchmarks.
Second, to promote eelf-reli-
anoe in  pilot training

through a “Train in India, Fiy
in India® approach,” Maidu
said

He added that six new
FTO$ had been approved
over the last 1R months,
while six more are currently
in the pipeline.

As per the April 2026 rank-
ings, one FTCO qualified in
Caregory ‘A°, compared with
none in the previous phase,

The number of FTOS in
Category 'C' declined, while
Category ‘B’ institutions in-
creased, indicating an overall
improvement in  perform-
ance standards, ‘
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FINDING ALTITUDE

Singapore Airlinesdeepensrole atAlrlndla amld record losses

BLOOMBERG

ingapore Airlines Ltd (SIA)

is deepening its operational

involvementin Air India Lid,
as the carrier battles record loss-
esand recentsafety lapses draw
increasing concern, according to
people familiar with the marter.

SIA has moved some of its
employees mto Air India. placing
its executives in key roles across
flight operations, engineering and
maintenance in recent months
—areas where the Singaporean
carrier has long been considered
a global benchmark, said the peo-
ple, who asked not to be identified
as they aren't allowed to speak to
the media.

While relying on its minority
shareholder for operational
support, Tata Group, which owns
74.9% of Air India, 1s focusing on
commercial, human resources,
finance and information technolo-
gy functons, the people said.

The shift, the people said,
marks a notable escalation in
SIA's engagement since the deadly
Dreamliner crash, moving it from
a strategic partner toa far more
hands-on presence mside India’s
flag carrier. Singapore Airlines
stepped up its involvement last
year with engineering and has
since then expanded across other
functions at Air India.

“We have been working closely
with our partner Tata Sons to
support Air India’s transformation
programme” since the Singapo-
rean carrier became a significant
minority partner in the carrier,

a spokesperson for Singapore
Airlines said in an emailed
statement. The representative
declined to comment on specific
queries on Air India’s finances and
operations.

Spokespersons for Tata Sons
Pvt. — the group's holding firm —
and Air India did not comment on
emailed queries.

Campbell Wilson, CEO of Air India Ltd (left), and Natarajan
Chandrasekaran, Chairman of Air India Ltd, hold model aircraft during
an event in New Delhi. BLOOMBERG FILE PHOTO

The deeper role comesatatime  efforts in global aviation — is prov-
ing far more complex and costly
than the Tara Group expected

when Air India'’s revival —
the most ambitious turnaround

when it won the bid to acquire the
airline from the Indian govern-
mentin 2021,

With losses swelling to roughly
$2.4 billion last year, repeated
regulatory lapses, and a series of
external shocks disrupting opera-
tions, Singapore Airlines now has
both the incentive and the urgency
to step in.

Its own earnings have been
hit by Air India’s performance,
and the Southeast Asian carrier
is keen to check further deteri-
oration of its 25.1% stake. The
airline earlier said that losses
from associated companies,
mostly from Air India, were
S$178 million ($139 million) in the
December quarter but thatit’s
“firmly committed™ to working
with Tata to support Air India’s
transformation.

The lack of visibility on when
Air India can turn a profit is an
issue of growing worry for Singa-
pore Airfines, the people said.

But poor financial perfor-
mance is not the only challenge
facing Air India. It's contending
with setbacks including aircraft
flown without airworthiness
certificates, European reg-
ulators flagging comphance
issues, and the plane crash that
forced the airline to cut services
and triggered closer scrutiny
of engineering practices.

Geopolitical disruptions — from
the closure of Pakistani airspace
to the conflict in the Middle East
— have further inflated costs by
forcing longer, more expensive
routes ata time of surging jet fuel

prices.

SIA CEO Goh Choon Phong
and Tata Group Chairman
Natarajan Chandrasekaran met
in Mumbai last week to discuss a
funding road map and the search
for a new chief executive officer
after Campbell Wilson announced
his resignation, The Economic
Times newspaper reported.
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DGCA issues warning letter to IndiGo

KEW DELHI

Aviation  regulator  the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has issued a
warning letter to IndiGo in
connection with compliance
related to temporary

domestic  airfare  caps
imposed by the government
in December 2025, the air-
line’s parent [InterGlobe
Aviation Informed stock
exchanges on Thursday.
According to the exchange
filing, the DGCA letter per-
tains to certain  airfares

offered during the period
when government-imposed
fare caps were in force.

The aviation regulator
has advised the airline to exer-
cise due caution and ensure
strict adherence o applicable
government orders in the
future.
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Gulf strikes sink
airlines’ global
trafficin March

-
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Ministry of Civil Aviation publishes April 2026 Flying Training Organisation rankings

Introduced through a directive from the DGCA, the framework establishes an evidence-based method to assess flight training organisations impartially

MARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: The Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA), under
the leadership of Union Min-
ister Ram Mohan Maidu, has
released the second phase of
rankings for DGCA-approved
Flying Training Organisations
(FTOs) for April 2026. With
oversight from the minister
shaping its struc ture, this round
marks the second evaluation
cycle designed to strengthen
pilot education quality.

Safety benchmarks rise
when institutions face trans-
parent performance reviews
conducied under federal super-

vision. Progress in aviation
instruction follows systematic
asgessment rather than isolated
effort. Public trust grows where
consistency replaces variability
in operational readiness.

Each rank reflects mea-
sured outcomes, not opinion,
within a regulated national
framework. Though quiet in
tone, the move signals long-
term commitment to struc-
tured improvement across
training centres nationwide.

[ntroduced through a diree-
tive [rom the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
the framework establishes an
evidence-based method 1o

assess flight training organisa-
tions impartially.

With oversight maintained
over time, evaluations rely on
consistent data inputs rather
than subjective judgements.
Released initially in October
2025, the opening set of results
reflected early implementation
oulcomes across participat-
ing centres. Objectivity forms
the core principle behind how
institutions are now positioned
within the sequence.

Speaking on the move,
transparency in pilot train-
ing emerges through the new
ranking framework, aiding
future cadets and parents in

CLOSER LOOK

» Among recent evuh.pnﬂnm Av}'u'rlu A\rlulim Pvr er
stands alone In Category ‘A’ — a shift from earlier results

» A larger count now fills Category 'B', suggesting
refinements in operational quality acress several FTOs

» Fewer organisations appear within Category 'C this
fime around. Perfarmance patterns point toward upward
movement in training benchmarks

fudgement. Growth potential
within Indian aviation gains
momentum due o initia-
tives promoting local air links
alongside construction of travel
facilities led by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. Fifty land-

ing zones may rise during the
following half-decade, along
with approximately five hun-
dred flying units entering ser-
vice. Almost thirty thousand
flyers could be needed acrass
the country in ten years time

under current projections.

It is reported by MoCA
that performance metrics have
shown clear gains since the
introduction of rankings. Fly-
ing ime dedicated to training
now stands at half, up fmm]usl
above a third before, Fleet sizes
actoss operators have grown
noticeably under the new
framework. Those pursuing a
commercial pilot Heence find
their milestones reached more
swiftly than in prior years.

Among recent evaluations,
Avyanna Aviation Pyt Lid
stands alone in Category A —
a shift from earlier results that
showed none in the highest ter.

A larger count now fills Cate-
gory ‘B, suggesting refinements
in operational quality across
several FT'Os. Fewer organisa-
Hons appear within Category
‘C' this time around. Perfor-
mance patlerns point toward
upward movement in training
benchmarks.

Motable movement
emerged from Indira Gan-
dhi Rnshtri}'a Uran Akademi,
advancing clearly ahead. Fol-

lonwing behind, the Academy of

Carver Aviation appears along-
side FSTC Flying School within
Category ‘B The National Fly-
ing Training Institute holds a
position among them, while

Chimes Aviation Academy
completes the group.

Should the plan move for-
ward, it would reflect ongoing
efforts to position India within
international air transport net-
works. Emphasis shifts toward
building stronger systems for

reparing aviators locally. A
FI‘-:E“."I-N"U%]{ called ""l"r..iilj'lr in
India, Fly in India” gains focus
under this direction.

Goals  extend beyond
immediate upgrades - long-
term positioning matlers most
here. Infrastructure develop-
ment becomes central, though
quietly so. Vison shapes policy,
not the reverse,
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‘Indian aviation sector to handle
about 500 mn passengers by 2030’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBALI: The Indian aviation
sector is estimated to handle
about 500 million passengers
annually by 2030 and reach
nearly 1 billion by 2047, sup-
ported by sustained demand
and fleet expansion, with over
1,000 aircraft orders in place, a
top industry executive said on
Thursday.

SpeaZjng atthe Airport 360
Expo 2026, which commenced
at Bombay Exhibition Centre,
the executive said that India
is already among the top three
domestic aviation markets
globally, with passenger traffic
reaching around 412 million in
2025, reflecting strong growth
momentum.

“We are already one of the
top three domestic aviation
markets in the world, and we
are continuing to grow rap-
idly. In 2025 itself, we handled
about 4 million passengers and
3.5 million of cargo, which is
around 20 per cent higher than
the pre-COVID levels,” Navi
Mumbai International Airport
Ltd CEQ BV]K Sharma said at
the event.

The growth would be rapid,
but considering that the histor-
ical growth has been 10-12 per
cent, it could taper down to 5.6
per cent by 2044, he said.

“But, nevertheless, we will
see about 500 million passen-
gers very soon, probably before
2030 and a billion passengers
by 2047. Our domestic air
travel is expected to grow at
17 per cent to start with, year-
on-year and also show a steady,
very healthy demand,” he said.
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At Navi Mumbai
International
Airport, capacity is
being developed in
phases to reach 20
million passengers

by 2032

Infrastructure expansion is
progressing at pace, with over
160 operational airports and
continued investments under
National programmes, he said,
adding that aviation contrib-
utes nearly $54 billion to the
economy and supports millions
of jobs, with emerging seg-
ments, such as MRO, expected
to play a significant role in
strengthenin.g the ecosystem.

At Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport, capacity is being
developed in phases to reach
90 million passengers by 2032,
supported by strong connectiv-
ity, digital infrastructure, and
integrated planning, he said.

As demand continues to
rise, the focus will remain on

building scalable, efficient, and

future-ready airport ecosys-
tems to support India’s next
phase of aviation growth,
Sharma added.

Addressing the confer-
ence, Sharad Kumar, Chief
Advisor, Airports Authority
of India, said that India’s avia-
tion sector is entering a defin-
ing phase whmgmwth must
be supported by clear strategic
choices.

“Globally, the industry is
being shaped by digital trans-
formation, sustainability, and
deeper integration across avi-
ation, logistics, tourism, and
trade. At the same time, recent
ﬁlmpohhcal developments have

ighlighted the sector’s vulner-
ability, impacting routes, costs,
and operational efficiency,” he
said.

In this context, India has a
strong advantage with rising
demand, expanding infrastruc-
ture, and a clear vision to scale
to around 350 airports by 2047,
he said, adding that initiatives,
such as UDAN, have strength-
ened regional connectivity, and
the next phase will focus on
long-term viability, efficiency,
and network integration.
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