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CM Invites Suggestions From Oppn To Strengthen Infra Projects B Cabinet Approves Advocates Protection Bill

AAl Nod For Begumpet Airport Underpass: CM

Roushan Al timesofindia.com

Hyderahad: The state govt
hixs secured perimission from
the Afrports Authority of In-
i (AAL) to construct a multl
lane underpass going below
thi Begumpe! Alrport s part
of an elevated corridor pro-
ject  conmecting  Suchitra
Junction and Parsdise Clrcle,
chief minister A Revanth Red-
dy intformed the leglalative co
uneil on Monday:

The underpass, which wo
uld go below the Begumpet
nirportrenwag was first moo
fted by the state govt back in
W24 “T is a unigque infrast-

ructure initintive and the
first-of-its-kind project in the
eountey O aim = o ensure
motorisis spend as Hitle ti
at traffic signals as possihle”
B sadd during question hotr,

Calling for cooperation,
thir CM urged appositlan par
ties not to politicise develop-
ment initiatives and invited
constructive  suggestions to
sirengthen projects like the
Musi revival project. He reite
rated that the govt is commit-
el 1o II'III"-|IJI'rI1|IJh Hydera
bad intoa more liveable, effici-
ent and globally competithe
city while preserving its his-
torieal identity

ASSEMBLY
IN SESSION

Citing pollution and traf-
fie congestion woes faced by
Dielhi, Mumbal, Chennai and
Bengaluru, Revanth said the
18 govi alms (o ensure
wad does not go down a
slmilar path

"An ambitiods roadmap
for Hyderahad sdevelopment,
whth f n infrasiructiore
expansion, traffic deconges-
thon, and sustalnable wrban
planning, has been prepared
under the “Telangana Rising
2047 vision, To meet this goal,
the gowt has planned reloca-
tion of industries cutside Ou
tor Ring Foad (ORR), const-
ruction of anctworkal roads,

INFRA UPGRADE FOR
CITY'S ARTERIAL ROUTES

Followirng sturfies and critical evahsation of existing traffic loads and conges-
tion kevebs in the city, the GHMC has developed an infrastructure
mmmm:m mmmmmamm

oLrnderpassﬁwl
Lingarmpally to
Gachibowli

& Underpass at TVE
junction, Jubiles Hills

= Flyover an LHS
(towards Ameerpet)
and 3-lane fiyover on
RHS of NH 65 (towards
Miyapur) at Kulatpally
Y Junction

® Flyover at Miyaper X
g Road to Allwyn X Road

® Flyover crossing
at TR Coliege In,
Gayathrinagar in &

¥ Manda MaHamma in

= Grade separator from
Hafeez Baba Nagar

# 215t road 1mm
Cyberabad CP
office to Gachibowli
Junction

# 150-1t road
from Anjaiah Nagar
to Ramby Tower

& 100+t road from
Shastripuram
Junction to Engine
Bowdl & Tulas Nagar
to Ghouse Nagar

unitlerpasses and elevated cor
ridors and clearing of encro-
achments along pavements,”
e saial

Parking facility

Dedicated zones would be
201 up fof street vendors, mul
tidevel parking facilities wo-
uld b bullt, and meiro rall ex
pansion works would be tnken
up o make Hyderahad a more
liveable city, Revanth said. A
new automated multi-level ro
tary parking factlity i opern

» Paradise Junction to |
Dairy Farm Road (NH-
44) af 71 487cr

GOVT TO INTRODUCE GIG WORKERS' BILL

Hyderabad: Labour minister G Vivek Venkataswamy said the govt would

Road introduce the gig workers bill in the ongoing assembly session. Responding to
a question raised by Mahbubnagar MLA Yennam Srinivas Reddy, Vivek said the
govt has decided to introduce the bill to pratect the rights. af gig workers. The
proposed bill will be discussed ina cabinet meeting and subsequently intro-
duced in assemibly, the minister said. He stated that ance the bill is passed in
the assemibdy, a dedicated board would be constituted for g workers. i

& butti-devel fiyovers, grade # First-lavel one-way | Junction to 100-feet
separators at Khaj flyover at NFCL Balapur-Church Road
junction, 1T jn & Wipro junction, Jubilee Hills | Junction

[Elevated Corridor-I Elevated Comridor-ll |  Elevated Corridor-lll

lat=a 263cr

tionol near KBE Park, and se
veral such facilities have been
planned across Hyderabad
ithe CM said. “We have divided
road development into three
ategories: undery Sur-
face roads and elevated corri-
doira. Road and elevated corrd
dor development works will
be taken up af 29 locations
The Hyderabad Industrial
Lands Transformation
(HILT) policy is to enswre that
Hyderabad does not face air
poliution ke Delhi Weare re

» Paradise Jnto ORR Jn | = Banjara Hills Rd, No, 12
nL.H Shamirpet (SH-01) | | (1CCC) to Shilpa Layout

| at r1,656cr

classifying land from indust
rial zones to multi-use zones,”
Revanth sakd,

1k g on the Musi reju-
venation project, the chiel mi-
nister said the govt will ensu-
re that not & single person wo-
ld be rendered homeless, An
elevated corridor running
through the heart af the eity;
alongside the Musi, has been
planned from Gandipet to Go
urelli. This will dmastically
bring down travel time in the
40-kim stretch, he said
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India must aim to become a global aviation hub

The present war opens up an opportunity for India to model its airports and airlines along the lines of Dubai and Singapore

—
Jitamitra Desai

ndia, as the world's third-largest

domestic aviation market and

projected to become the third
largest globally by 2030, the potential for
growth isimmense,

Yet much of the value generated by
Indian passenger traffic bypasses the
national economy, flowing instead into
the sophisticated ecosystems of Dubai
(DXB), Singapore (SIN),and Doha
(DOH). Every year, millions of Indian
rravellers detour through these cities,
enriching their airlines, MRO facilities,
fuelling stations, and retail sectors,

Given the current geopolitical trends
in the Middle East, the time is ripe for
Indian aviation firms to swiftly occupy
this space and transform [ndia into a
global aviation hub.

The highly successful models of
Emirates Airlines/DXBand Singapore
Airlines/SIN represent a holistic strategy
that “integrates the airport with a strong
anchor airline”, driven by competitive
policies, world-class infrastructure, ancd
government-backed economics. Inboth
Dubai and Singapore, aviation is seen as
astrategic growth lever,

It begins with these hubs boasting
infrastructure designed for seamless,
high-volume transit. DXBand SIN are
engineered for minimal connection
times, with immigration (typically a

bottleneck in most airports) being
mostly automated, smooth in-transit
security checks, and baggage handling
that enables quick
international-to-international transfers,
all of whichare cornerstones of the
“hub-and-spoke” model.

Adominant “homejanchor carrier” is
crucial for feeding any hub-and-spoke
system. Singapore Airlines and Emirates
Airlines operate extensive wide-body
fleets, linking global cities to their
“hubs"and then distributing passengers
to smaller “spoke” destinations. They
also invest heavily in MRO facilities and
aircraft financing onshore, keeping the
value within their respective
ecosystems.

TAXINCENTIVES

In terms of costs, Dubai treats aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) asazero-tax export
input, while Singapore exempts it from
value-added tax {VAT), thereby directly
linking prices to international
benchmarks and significantly reducing
operating costs. Another exampleis DXB
that benefits from not having any
“night-flving" restrictions, allowing
Emirates Airlines to achieve
industry-leading aircraft utilization
rates,

Tofacilitate transfers from flights
across the globe, Singapore has signed
over B0 “open sky” agreements, allowing
unlimited flights and fifth-freedom

o .- 1

AVIATION. Flying high

rights, thereby increasing connectivity
dominated by Singapore Airlines. This
aviation strategy is also seamlessly
integrated with national tourism and
trade goals. Changi Airport's “lewel”
complexand Dubai’s transit tours
exemplify this market model.

The combinations of Singapore
Airlines (con stake owned by
Temasek Holdings) and Changi Airport
Group (wholly controlled by the
Singapore Government) as well as
Emirates Airlines and Dubai Airport
(owned entirely by the Investment
Corporation of Dubai) are essentially
state-owned entities. However, with
India adopring the public-private
partnership (PPP) model forits large
metropolitan airports, a state-owned
entity mechanism is not viable and
therefore this hub airport-anchor airling
combination can only be implemented

bya private operator who owns eitheran
airport oran airline.

The largest private firms operating in
the aviation space in India are Adani
Airports Holding Ltd (which controls
eight airports in India, with the largest
being Mumbai airport), GMR Group
{which controls six airports in India and
two internationally, with the largest
being New Delhi airport), InterGlobe
Aviation that owns IndiGoairlines (65
per cent domestic market share) and the
Tata Sons that controls Air India (25 per
cent domestic market share). If India
aspires to be a global transit hub in the
near future, the mantle of execution
rests onone of these four companies,

Adopting this hub airport - full-service
carrier airline synergistic model through
aconsortiumof private firmsisa
strategic imperative, a path to
transforming India from a major
origin-destination (O-I¥) market into a
global transit destination viaa
hub-and-spoke model, capruring
significant economic dividends and
strengthening global connectivity, A
strong aviation hub along with an ancheor
carrier also strengthens India's
geopolitical influence and “soft power™,
providing resilient connectivityand
reliable cargo services crucial for rrade
and supply chains.

Tha writer i Professar, IMB Chair of Excellence and
Professor of Decision Sciences at 1M Bangalore
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Soft landing for aviation premiums amid benign loss trends

AATHIRA VARIER
Pumbsai, 24 March

Aviation insurance rates for Indian car-
riers have softened, even afier last July's
Ajr India crash, as excess global reinsur-
ance capacity and fewer mishaps keep
losses low. Industry insiders said.

They added that reinsurers are offer-
ingdiscounis of nearly 10-12 per cent on
premiumes across segments in the avi-
ation market.

That said, reinsurers have turned
cautious amid ongoing geopolitical ten-
sions in West Asia and have begun
imposing stricterunderwriting condi-
tions, Including approvals for flight
schedules, tighter regulatory com-
pliance, and operational restrictions
such as limited ground time and no
overnight stays In certain regions.

“Excess capacity remains the key
driver behind the softening of aviation
reinsurance rates, with reinsurers keen
todeploy capital in what continues to
be a generally profitable and highly
competitive line of business. Relatively

benign claims experience in recent
periods, except for a few large

losses, has further supported

more competitive pricing.” said Saur-
abh Verma, chiefbusiness officer,
Howden India.

He added that improvements in air-
craft safety and increased participation
from insurers have also contributed to
dowmward pressure on rates.

Within general aviation, including
helicopters and fived-wing aircraft,
rates are expectad to continue soften-
ing, although outcomes will vary by
insurerand risk profile. However, pric-
ing in hull and liability segments will
remain sensitive to geopolitical devel-
opments. Prolonged conflicts could
trigger hardening, while shorer-term
dismiptions are unlikely to materially
affect rates, Vermasaid.

Another insurance broker said rates
have softened due to three factors: the
absence of large global claims (except
fior the Air India incident), excess capac-
ity, and reduced flying activity In parts
of West Asia due to the ongoing conflict.

The fine print

& Reinsuners impose stricter
underwriting conditions due to
risks in WWect Acia

® Pricing in segments like hull
and liability likeby to rise if
conflicts persist

s Helicopter insurance costs surged

due to increased incident, higher
perceived risk

The aviation insurance market in
India is heavily dependent on global
reinsurers, as aviation risks require
considerable capital capacity that

domestic insurers are unable to
retainon their books. Asaresult, a
large portion of risks is ceded to inter-
narional reinsurers.

Gautam B Boda, vice-chalrman of
JB Boda Group, said the aviation rein-
surance market in 2026 [s stabilising
after vears of sharp price increases
and tight capacity. "The impact of Alr
India’s recent crash has not yet led to
any significant increase in pricing.
However, the market remains sensi-
tive, and geopolitical risks could push
up premiums for specific covers,”
he said.

The conflict in West Asia has also led
to several aircraft being prounded,
which may resuli in reinsurers payving
partial premium refunds, knownas
"lay-up returns”, for pericds when air-
craft remain inactive. This has further
intensified competition among rein-
surers toretain business.

According to data feomn the General
Insurance Council, aviation premiums
declined 7.82 per cent year-on-year o
To2q.75 crore in the first 11 months of the

current financial vear (2025-26). In April-
February of 2024-25(FY25), premiums
had risen 3.96 per cent to ¥1,008.65 crore,
while full-vear FY'25 premiums grew 4
percentto ¥1,057.82 crore,

"The primary driver of the decline in
premiums isconsolidation among
miajor alrlines, which were earlier
insured separately but are now partof a
single programme. This has resulied in
scale benefits and lower overall pre-
miums,” said Sudhir Khare, chiefcom-
mercial business officer, Tata AIG
General Insurance.

He added that while helicopter
Insurance premiums have risen due to
recent incidents, rates for fived-wing
aircraft have declined, offsetting over-
all growth.

Separately, following an increase in
chopper-related incidents in India,
domestic insurers have become more
cautious in underwriting such risks.
Some insurers have raised deductibles,
while others have increased premiums
bw as much as 80 per cent compared to
2025 levels.
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At least 66 killed in
military plane crash
in Colombia

A military transport plane with 128 people on
board, mostly soldiers, crashed shortly after
taking off Monday In Puerto Leguizamo,
Colombia, killing at least 66 people and leav-
ing dozens injured, the head of Colombia's
armed forces sald. General Hugo Alejandro
Lopez Barreto said that four military person-
nel were still missing. “Sadly, as a conse-
quence of this teagic accident, 66 of our
military elements died,” he said. "At the
moment, we have no information, or indica-
tions, that it was an attack by an illegal armed
group,.” Barreto added. In a video posted on
social media, Deputy Mavor Carlos Claros said
that the bodies of the victims were taken tothe
small town's morgue, and that the only two
clinics in town treated the injured before they
were flown tolarger cities. AP
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RISING OPERATIONAL COSTS WEIGH

You May Have to Break the Bank for a

Vacay This Summer as Airfares Soar

Higher fuel surcharge
pushes up fares for both
domestic and short-haul
international air travel

Anumeha Chaturvedi
& Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Flights to Europe and
the Middle East are not the only
ones that have become dearer-—In-
dian holiday makers will have to
shell out more for domestic as well
as shart-haul international breaks
this summer as additional costs
such as fuel surcharge make holi
day packages stoepor:

Fares displayed ona popular travel
portal showed a one-way, non-stop
Srilankan Airlines flight to Colom-
bo from New Delhi for the good Fri-
day weskend on April 3 costs
06351, while the one-way fare
(o New Dall] to Denpasar Ball (s
around 5,000 for a non-stop Alr In-
dia Might for the same date. Alrline
executives familiar with the matter

said jet fuel prices get revised from
April 1 and they are expected to mo
re-than-double this year,
India's largest aidine IndiGo on
Tuesday cautionsd that rising ope
rating costs, foelled by the escals
ting Middle East conflict, could
push airfares higher and weigh on
travel demand, while its internatio
nal Oight plans remaln contingent
on the evolving situation,
“It should be noted that there isa
very material escalation inope-
rating costs, with fuel and fo-
rex related costs expected to
continue 0 increanse very
substantially, in additlon
to what is already an escn-
lating cost environment,”
anairiine spokesperson said
Ravi Gosain, president of In
dian Associntionol Tour Opern
tors (LATO), snld there has been a
noticeable increase in both domes-
ticand short-haul international air-
fares for the upcoming SUNMET Sea
son. “0On the domestic side, fares ha
ve firmed up due to strong holiday
demand, higher fuel costs, nnd some
capacity constraints. Simdlarix
short-haul destinations are also wit-
nessing elevated fares, especiallvon

LeavingOna
Jet Plane

Diomestic Trlgmr HiEﬂEf
airfares wpby  fyel surcharge
510x  costs

Short-haul international
routes seeing rise of

20-30%

——

HOLIDAY PACKAGE PRICES
TRENDING 10-25% HIGHER ON
CERTAIN ROUTES

hies mebidine]
Higher fuel surcharge costs have

driven domestie airfares up 510%,

while short-haul international ro-

oyl bebsure routes,”

utes are witnessing a sharper in-
crease af approximately 20-30%,
said Bharat Malik, senior VP, air
and hotel business, at Yatra Onli-
ne While land arrangements have
remained relatively stable, the in-
crease in flight prices is directly
impacting the final package pri-
cing. especially for international
destinatlons, snid Malik

Holiday package prices are tren-
ding10-25% higheroncertnin rou-

tes, especially for peak

travel windows, =said a

spokesperson from Pleky-

ourtrnil. The company said ad

vance book{ngs remainsteady bul
more ‘cautious.”

“Travellers are booking closure
to departures compared to last
year and are opting for flexible
itinernries and refundable op

tlons besides avolding reglons lm-
pacted by geopolitical uncertainti-
es.” the spokesperson added.

For some routes, fares have gone
up by 510% within India, where:
internationally, the fares have gone
up by 15-20%, snid Rajlv Mehra, ge
neral secretary at Federation of As
sociations in Indisn ‘Tourlsm and
Hospitality (FAITH)
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Mumba1—Delh1 fare soars to 216,232

Dhairya Gajara

MILMEA
—

Airfares on India’s busiest do-
mestic routes have surged
sharply following the removal
of fare caps, with ticket prices
on key sectors rising to nearly
three times their usual levels.
On the heavily travelled
Mumbai-Delhi route. fares
have climbed as high as
%16.232 for travel on March 25,
compared to the typical
#5,500—marking an almost
200 per cent jump. The twa
cities are separated by an aer-
tal distance of around 1140
km. making the splke particu-

larly stark for a shori-haul
route.

Other major sectors are wit-
nessing similar spikes. The
Delhi-Thiruvananthapuram

route. u:.uaLI!.' priced :imund
27.000, has shot up o TH7I8 a
rise of over 180 per cent. Delhi-
Kolkata fares have touched

4704 against 3 normal

5,000, while Bengaluru-
Mumbai tickets have breached
earlier caps to reach 3701, up
fram roughly 4,500,

The sharp increase comes
after the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation withdrew temporary fare
caps that had been imposed in
December to rein in prices fol-
lowing operational disruptions.
With the caps lifted from Mon-
day, airlines have regained full
pricing freedom—triggering
an immediate surge on high-
demand routes.

However, the real pinch for
passengers may still lie ahead.

» Contdon | nation

Mumbai-Delhi fare...

A [urther increase in ticket prices Is expected
from April, when aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices are due for revision. With global crude
oll markets rofled by escalating tensions in West
Asia, ATF prices—already a major cost compo-
nent—are likely to rise significantly.

Industry executives, including Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu and Air
India CEO Campbell Wilson, have indicated
that fuel costs could see a steep increase. ATF
typically accounts for nearly 40 per cent of an
airline’s operating expenses, meaning any sharp
rise directly impacts ticket pricing.

Aviation analysts warn that the combination
of higher fuel costs and a weakening rupee will
inevitably push fares higher. “Alrlines have linle
chalce but o pass on the burden if they are to
remain viable” sald one analyst

Carrlers such as Air India, IndiGo and Akasa
Ajr have already begun introducing phased fuel
surcharges to offset rising costs, In the coming
weeks, domestic Bires are expected to rise by an
additional 15 1o 25 per cent.

The impact 5 likely to extend beyond
domestic travel. Short-hanl international tickets
could become costlier by ¥2,000 o 5,000,
while long-haul fares may rise by 10,000 to
wi5,000

For passengers, the timing could not be
worse. The removal of fare caps, combined with
rising fuel costs, has created a “double
whammy®, significantly increasing travel
expenses almost overnight.

The fare caps, introduced in December, had
placed limits based on distance—ranging from
w7500 for routes under 500 km to WIB000 for
longer sectors. While airlines had argued that
these restrictions constrained pricing flexibility,
their removal has now shified the burden
squarely onto travellers

With demand remaining strong and costs
rising, airfares are expected to stuy elevated in
the near term, leaving fivers to brace for a far
more expensive travel season.
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Govt. seeks time for affidavit
on Air India flight crash probe

The Union government on Tuesday said it
needed a couple of days more to file an affidavit
enumerating the stages of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) probe into the Air
India Flight 171 crash and the current status.
Appearing before a Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant, Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta said the affidavit would have the
details of the various phases of the investigation
and “where it stands today”. The crash near the
Ahmedabad airport killed 12 crew members and
229 passengers on June 12 last year. The
petitioners had argued that they did not mean to
“apportion blame™ but to unearth “what” caused
the accident and to safeguard the future against
such tragedies.

25 MARCH 2026
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Rising laser strikes near airports
test India’s aviation safety system

s
shhahep lawifiiresmin com
NEW DELHI

ilots Aying a Cathay
P Farific flight inio Dethi
earlier thisyear reported
being briefly blinded by high
intensity laser beams during
the: firal approach, underscor-
ingra rise insuch incidents that
threaten aviation safiiy at a
time af booming air travel
The crew of Right CX6495
from Hong hong fagged the
episode after landing safelyai
Indira Gandhi Internationat
Airpori in Febnuary, sayingthe
elare impaired their ability (o
read cockpit instruments at a
critical stage. A safety repont
was f[iled with the Direclorate
General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA), and the matter was
later raised in Parliament.
Laser stnikes near Indian air
ports have pumpesd sharply, ris-
ing from 122 cases in 2025 to
over 300 in 2025, data tabled
in Pariament showed, The
incidents pose a direct safety
risk to pilots and highligh
weak enforcement of rubes.
According to data, 502
laser-related disruptions were

India saw %00 laser strikes near
ainportsin 2025

SIDCKPHOTD

reporied across 22 airports in
2025, slightly lower than the
524 incidents recorded in
2024, Nearly 30 of the laser
beamincidents were reporied
from Delhiin 20025, with inci-
denis rising froom 10 0 20027
o -k i 2024 and 147 in 2025,
Mumbai, which had
reparied nosuch cases in 2023,
recorded 17 incidenis in 2024
el 55 i 2025 While Chennai
and Kolkata roported declines
between 2024 and 2025—from
67 to 54 and 72 to 44, respec
tively, both airports logged
ern incidents two vears ago.
Smaller airports such as

Ahmedabad, Bhopal, and
Kochi have also reported fresh
spikes, ranging from roughly
50% to more than 150%
between 2024 and 2025,

In India, areas extending up
o hout 18,5 kilometres from
an airport fall within desig
nated laser-restricted zones,
and local police is responsible
for enforcement.

Hesponding ioan unstarmed
question in the Lok Sabhaon
12 March, junior civil sviation
minister Murlidhar Mohol
said, “Hule 66 of the Aircrafi
Rules, 1957, restricts the dis-
play ol laser lighis or any other
lights whiich may dazzle ordis
tract pilotsorotherwise inter
ferewithaircraft operations.”

“The DGCA has published
CAR (civil aviation require
ments), which prescribe
requiremnents for protecting
aireraft operations aginst the
hazardous effects of laser
emitters around airporis,
i luding the establishunent of
prolecied zones,” he said.

Mintsemuiled queries tothe
DGCA and the civil aviation
mindstry remained unanswered.

For an extended version of

theix xfery, go fo livernint_corm.
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Airlines exit

B NEW DELHI: Eleven
alriines exitad Indla's avi-
ation market in the past
decade due to financial
stress and operational
issues, the government
sald on Monday. It added
ihat the sector remalns
deregulated, With recant
mergers Including
Vistara Into Alr Indla and
AlrAsia India o Alr
India Express. rm
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Caps on airfares gone, prices
fly high during long weekend

24 MARCH 2026

Trend Likely To

200% HIKE IN FARES

AIRFARES FROM HYD

costs almost as much as an
international trip. When 1

H H : . o ® Regular fare checked tickets for my fami-
Re mal n D Ur| ng Airfares surged after removal of fare caps post IndiGo crisis W FaresonApr2&3 _ ly of three, it came to nearly
L ] [ ] 3 % i + 0 * (: T \E L b -
H 0 hda PEI'I od ® Ticket prices increased by | Flights, especially evening B 26,000 M ﬂul'mg‘ ﬂ';ﬂl £ “;}llgtgb}g‘t prh
y up to 200% on some routes and return legs, filling up fast | S ) B st : o
(L] _ 15 ¥14.000. That's close to fares
_Sunny.Baski # Peak spike seen around # Early bookings for 715,000 for places like Sri Lanka or
@timesofindia.com Good Friday long weekend holiday weekend further = — Malaysia,"” said R Ajay Raj.a
2 - . pushed prices o _ 4 frequent flyern
Hyderahad: Air travel has * Shift frﬂr_nmternatlonal - ,E
suddenly become far more to domestic travel due to s Passengers complain of = 720,000 Fares based on demand
expensive, catching many West Asia disruptions unaffordable fares = Airfares are market dri-
holidaymakers off guard. # High demand for Goa, » Domestic trips nearing E B :9.500 ven and are under the provi-
Sq_:hon aftgr the ministry of ci- Kashmir, Ooty, international costs z 220,000 sions. The alrllpns are free to
vilaviation (MoCA)removed Darjeeling e @ fix tariffs, having regard to
airfare caps imposed during routes 3 all relevant factors, inclu-
the IndiGo crisis in Dec, air- + Govtsays . E: B 70000 ding cost of operation, cha-
lines hi_ked ticket prices ¢ fares based = — wik i racteristics .;.!- services, ge-
shar}l:ly, ]Eraﬁiume cases by as ] p&er;:lllyﬁﬁvaﬂ;;gh[alnff,_5:1_-
muchas200%. e id Murlidhar Mohol, mini-
The surge is most visible = B :6.700 ster of state in the ministry
around April 2 and 3, coinci- = of civilaviation.
ding with the Good Friday = I 13000 While answering to a qu-

long weekend.
On April 2, aone-way eve-

ugh these routes are usually

spots like Goa, Kashmir, Oo-

Goa, Srinagar, Shimla and

estion on ‘Airfare regulation
on Middle East routes’ in Ra-

ning flight from Hyderabad priced muchlower. tv and Darjeeling during the  Manaliare seeing heavy boo-  jya Sabha on Monday, the mi-
to Goa, a relatively short 500- three-day Good Friday bre- kings. This year, bookings nister said that the fares are
km route, shot up to nearly  Shifting travel plans ak. Most flights, especially  for the Good Friday weekend  fixed by airlines keeping in

£15,000, far above the earlier
cap of ¥10,000 and nearly
three times the usual fare.

A similar trend is seen on
longer routes. Flights from
Hvderabad to Srinagar and
Guwahati have touched
T20,000, crossing the earlier
ceiling of 718,000, even tho-

Travel agents say the spi-
ke is being driven by shifting
travel plans. Ongoing dis-
ruptions in West Asia have
pushed many travellers to
opt for domestic destina-
tions instead of internatio-
nal trips. This has led to a
rush for popular holiday

evening departures and re-
turn journeys, are already
filling up fast.

“The trend is likely to
continue through the holi-
day period as demand rema-
ins high and seats are limi-
ted. Tourist routes from Hy-
derabad to destinations like

also started earlier than usu-
al, which has pushed prices
further,” said Moez Megha-
ni, owner of Max Travels.
Passengers, however, are
feeling the pinch. Many say
the fares are becoming unaf-
fordable. “A short trip to Dar-
jeeling, via Bagdogra, now

mind the market, demand,
seasonality, prevailing inter-
national scenarios and other
market forces.

The airfare increases
with increase in demand for
seats as the lower fare buck-
ets get sold out faster and mo-
ve to higher fare buckets.
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Pilots' body seeks simulator
probe into Al plane crash

SHEKHAR SINGH
NEW DIELEL, MARCH 24
In a fresh intervention in the
probe into the AT 171 orsh on
June 12 2085, the Fedemtion of
Indian Pilots (FIP) has written
to the Aieraft Acoident Tnvesti-
gation Bureau (AATR ), urging a
simulator-based reconstnicton
of the accident sequence after
CCTV fbotape from the Abmed-
abad airport allegedly showed
sipns of Ram Air Turbine(HAT)
deplvment during take-off,
mising questions over whether
the crash was tripgered by a
technical failiire or pilot action,
In the commimnication to
the Director General of AATE,
FIP president Caplain CS
Randhawa pointed to CCTV
frames that allegedly show a
“small dark objed” emerging
and enlarging under the air-
craft belly at the RAT location
while the aircraft was still on
its  take-off roll The
sequence, the body claims,
appears consistent with RAT
dooropening or deployment,
The pilots' body has
demanded that this visual evi-
dence be synchronised with
the Digitall Flight Data
Recorder { DFDR) timeine oit-
ed in the preliminary report.,
As perthe recomded sequence
onJune 12 the airermft crossed
V1 (take-off speed) at 08:08:33
UTC, achieved mtation at
DB08:35 UTC, and lifted off at
08:08:38 UTC. Within seconds,
both fuel out-off switches

Questions raised again
over RAT deployment
: e e o

moved from ‘RUN to 'CUT-

OFF at 08:08:42 and 08:08:43
UTC. followed by the RAT
hydraulic pump  supplying
power at about 08:08:47 UTC.

The FIP has arpued thot
aligning the OCTV imagery
with these Gmestamps was
egsental to determine whether
the RAT deployment preceded
or followed the fuel ocut-off
events, a distinction that could
fundamentally dter the direc-
tion of the investigation,

The body has further
sought a full-flight samula-
tor reconstruction  with
time-synchromsed overlay
of the Imagery under two
seenarins — an electrical
failure triggenng automatic
RAT deployment, and man-
ual movement of fuel con-
trol swatches by the crew
“The purpose is to ascertain
whether the root calse
relates to a techmeal failure
or to deliberate pilot aetion,”
the communication said.

This demand builds on an

earlier technical representa-
tion by the FIP when it high-
lighted inconsistencies in
RAT deployment timing. The
body had pointed to discrep-
ancies between OEM docu-
mentation and the AATB's
recorded DFDR  sequence.
While manufacturer data indi-
cates BAT deployment sig-
nals may be triggered 10 1o 15
seconds after electrical fail-
ure, the preliminary report
refleds a significantly shorter
four-second interval between
the second fuel cut-off and
hydraulic power availability,

The FIP has argued that such
a variabion is not trvial and
could impart conclusions on
whether the sequence was sys-
tem-dnven or hitman-indiiced,
It has also sough telarty on the
et DFDR pammeters used
to determine BAT deployrnent
and hydranlic acthvation.

Significantly, the body has
cautioned apainst drawing
prematire conclusions amid
speculation in sections of for-
eipn media regamding pilot
action. It has stressed that
accurate sequencing of RAT
command, deployment and
hydraulic  availability 15
essentinl before attributing
cause, Calling for “procedur-
al faimess and accurate tech-
nical determination”, the FIP
has urged the AATE to defer
the final report until the sim-
ulator-based correlation exer-
cise is completed and formal-
Iy incorporated.
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