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Rs 1,677-crore plan
for Srinagar airport
expansion approved

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 24

THE SRINAGAR afrportisset to
geta makeover with the Cabinet
Comminee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA)approving a major ex-
pansion project at an estimated
costof Rs 1677 crore,

The redevelopment is ex-
pected to more than treble the
alrport’s passenger-handling ca-
pacity, to 10 million passengers
per year from the current 3 mil-
lion, and isexpected to be com-
pleted in four years, The project
will be funded fully by equity
from the Airports Authority of
India(AAL.

TheSAnagaralrport isamili-
tary airport — housed in the In-
dian Alr Force’s Budgamairbase
—with the AAl operating the
clvil enclave. The airport
handled almost 4.5 million pas-
sengersin 2024-25 slenificantly
higher than its 3 million-per-
annumcapacity.

"The new Civil Enclave pro-
ject, spread over 7318 acres, will
feature a state-of-the-art ter-
minalbullding spanning 71,500
square meters (Iincluding 20,659
square meters of exdsting struc-
ture), designed to serve 2,900
passengers during peak hours
{up from 950 at present) and an
annual capacity of 10 million
passengers perannum,” the gov-

= Capacitytotreble

3 MILLION: Current
annual passenger-hand-
ling capacity of the airport

4.5 MILLION: Number

h of passengers it
01y handled in 2024-25
= 10 MILLION:
. Expected capacity

after expansion

Four years: i A
Estimatedtimefor P e
completion of project

ernment said in a release, The
expanded apron will equip the
airport with 15 aircraft parking
bays from nine bays at present.

The profect will also inchude
theconstruction of amulii-level
car parking facility for 1 000 cars,
barracks for 1,344 security per-
sonngd of the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), and ac-
commodation for AALstaff.

“Beyond infrastructure en-
hancement, the project s ex-
pected to significantly boost
tourism and economic growth
by improving connectivity to
iconicatiractions, including Dal
Lake, Shankaracharya Temple
and the Mughal Gardens..” the
government said.
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Moida airport ties up with
Mann Fleet Partners

Mobda: Moida International
Airport announced the
selection of Mann Fleet
Partners as its mobility services
partner to provice
comprehensive ground
transportation solutions for
passengers. The airport said
that the partnership aimed to
ensure seamless and efficient
connectivity to and from the
upcoming airpart through a
range of integrated transport
services. The contract includes
rental car services, premium
plek-up and drop-off facilities
at the arrival and departure
kerbs to minimise walking
distances, and the operation,
management and maintenance
af bus shuttle services on the
airport campus. sn
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Alternate airports to hit 40m

passenger capacity in 2026

l:lur Bureau
Bew Delhi

India"s operational and up-
coming alternate airports
are expected to have an an-
nual capacity of 40 million
passengers by this year-end,
with their next phase of ex-
gnsinn over the next four
scals, said Crisil Ratings.

They are poised to cater to
45-50 million passengers an-
nually by FY30, driven by
pent-up demand, given the
capacirty constraints at older
airports and expansion of
catchmentareas.

Airport traffic in India is
projected to rise from 415
million passengers this fiscal
to 580 million by FY30, at a
compound annual growth
rate of 8-9 per cent, driven by
Strong economic activity, un-
tapped demand and easing of
airport capacity constraints
at select metros.

“The older airports in the
MMR and the NCR are oper-
ating at close to their design
capacity, with combined wril-

isation ar 87 per cent last
fiscal. They have limited op-
tions for large expansionary
capex due to space con-
straints,” said Ankit Hakhu,
Director, Crisil Ratings.

TIMELY RAMP-UP
“Alternate airports in metros
are expected to cater to 20-
25 per cent of the total traffic
in their regions by FY30, en-
suring viability of these air-
ports as demand for air travel
grows and conmectivity to
these airports improves.
However, timely ramp-up
will be erucial for scaling up
aeronautical and non-aero-
nautical revenues of these
airports within their first
control periods.”

According to the agency,
airports in other metro cit-
ies, such as Bengalurn and
Hyderabad, have room for
expansion with urilisation
against design capacity at 65
per cent last fiscal. Globally,
metro cities with multiple
large airports have “done
well, such as in New York/
New Jerseyand London™
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LAND ACQUISITION
FOR ADILABAD
AIRPORT TO BEGIN

DC CORRESPONDENT
ADILABAD, FEB. 23

Acquisition of about 700 acres
for the proposed airport in
Adilabad is set to start follow-
ing clearance of the master
plan by the Airports Authority
of India and discussions with
senior state officials.

Two streams, one near
Anukunta village and another
near Kachkanti village, fall
within the proposed site, and
officials are expected to exam-
ine options for diversion as
part of the acquisition
Process.

Sources said Adilabad collec-
tor Rajarshi Shah would con-
vene a meeting with MLA
Paval Shankar and officials of
the roads and buildings, rev-
enue, irrigation, municipal
administration, electricity
and Mission Bhagiratha
departments to deliberate on
the land acquisition.
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Bengaluru techie digitises
100-year data on bird tagging

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

ridging technology

and conservation, a

Bengaluru-hased tech
professional has digitised
nearly century-old records of
bird-ringng data maintained
by the Bombay Natural Histo-
ry Society (BNHS), Hisefforts
of transforming handwritten
field notes of around 450 spe-
cies mto adigital database will
help researchers and policy
makers in preparing a long-
term policy.

Deepak Rajanna, in col-
laboration with BNHS, has
digitised data on over 7.5 lakh
individual birds collected since
1927 over the past six months,
This is expected to benefit fu-
ture studies — particularty on
migratory birds — and assist
in formulating narional and
global long-term conservation
policies and achon plans,

For the past 98 years, BNHS
has been ring-tagging various
bird species across India. The
organisation also conrdinates
with agencies in other coun-
tries thar tag hirds. However,
much of this data was main-
tained in pen-and-paper for-
mat, making it vulnerable to
damage or loss, With digitisa-
tion, experts say the data will
significantly strengthen long-
term conservation efforts,

Rajanna, a wildlife enthu-
siast who has applied his ex-
pertise in technology to the
project, has so far digitsed
over 25,000 sheets of BNHS
records containing informa-
tion on more than 3.5 lakh
ringed birds. The records in-
clude detnils such as the date

the hirds were tagged, their

River ternsat the Bhadra
FesServoir, o+ PHoTD

physical parameters (weight,
bill length, tail length, tarsus
length, wingspan),thelocation
where they were tagged, mi-
gratory routes, and the places
where they were last sighted.

“During my initial explo-
ration with BNHS, 1 realised
that they had vast amounts of
data on tagged birds in phys-
ical sheets stretching back 1o
nearly hundred vears. Con-
verting thatdatainto digitised
form and sharing the resule-
ing insights with other states,
countries, and organisations
would help multiple agencies
and nations protect the birds
and their habitat. So, under
the guidance of BNHS, I,
alongwithvolunteers, interns,
researchersand othercontrib-
utors began using technology
and algorithms to develop a
solution: Avifauna,” says Ra-
janna.

P Sathivasclvam, dep-
uty director and head of
the Wetlands and Flyways
Programme at BNHS, says,
“BNHS has been ringing birds
since 1927, Bird ringing and
other tagging techniques are
essential to protecting birds
throughout their migratory

routes. If a bird is protected
in one place but faces threats
along its route, thenall conser-
vation effarts fail.”

He says data collected
over the last century paints a
gloomy picture, as several avi-
an habitats— including water
bodies, grasslands and forest
patches —have been degraded
due to various reasons (both
natural and man-made).

“By presenting digitised
dara that can be shared glob-
ally, we can urge multination-
al bodies to formulate policies
that ensure safe passage along
thee Myways of these birds,” he
adds. Sathiyaselvam says the
long-term data is also help-
ing scientists understand the
impact of climate change on
birdsand their habitats, identi-
fywhich populations of species
use the three flyways in India,
and, most importantly, study
thespread of soonotic diseases
AMONE avian species,

While the digital data col-
lected through the ‘Avifauna’
patform is currently limited
to academic and research
purposes, Rajanna is also de-
veloping a mobile application
through which citizen scien-
tists can contribute informa-
fteon,

For researchers like Karthik
N J, a student at Kuvempu
University in Shivamogga
studying river ternson islands
in the Bhadra river, Rajanna’s
platform is helping streamline
scientific data collection.

“1 hawve tagged over a thou-
sand river terns, Birdwatch-
eis across the world who sight
these birds report their obser-
vations. Avifauna is helping
meanalyse the data easily and
scientifically,” he says,
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21,677 crorefor
new Srinagar
airport terminal

THE UMION CABINET on
Tvesday  (February  24)
approved anew lntegmtedalr
port terminal at Srinagarwith
an outhyof 1,667 crore.

The civil enclave project
wil cover 73.18 acres, and the
newterminal building will be
built over 71,500 square
mefery, the pover nrment sabd
inastatement

The facility hac been
designed o serve 1,900 pas
11 PF'I: % IJ'\:I.”JE!{ ¥ II.'-'|lI. I e arkd
achieve an annasa | mpacityof
10 million passengers. The
r:v.—,\rlnrlmi apron will also
accommadate 15 alreraft
pﬂrknng hﬂ}"i.. ||1r|1||,1|ng one
widebody aircraft stand.

FE BUREAL
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Passengers at RGIA unaware
of affordable Udan Yatri Café

HEMA SINGULUR | HYD IR AELT Wl F’f ! Based on the feedback,
P

Jo diktha hal, who bhiktha = F passengers have

bl 50 goes the saying. Mean- = suggested the

Ing: What is seen, gets sold » following:

or whatsvisiblelswhatsells, |

The Udan Yatii Café opened " ?g;%:%:;ﬁ;?ﬁ:’;dan

at the Rajiv Gandhl Inter-

national Airport (RGIA) on near if“’ard[ng gates

January 10 this vear under and high footfall

the government-led initiat- areas.

ive under the UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagrik) pro-

B Installing clear sign-

gramme, meant o make air boards and digital
travel more Inclusive, li- displaysacrossthe
erally  letting common terminal, including
people eat inexpensively in- entry points and the

side airports. However, due
to the lack of publicity, the
average passenger s un-

ground floor.

B Increasing an-

aware of the facility and is ELANGANA nalncameRtsand
spending huge amounts for " a3
snacls, coffee and tea. IG AND a"‘farenesi;a{n
The cafe is part of a na- LATFORM paigns so tha
tional rollowt designed ORKERS budget travellers,

offer “citizen-first” services,
with other locations includ-
ing Kolkata, Chennal. and
Mumbal.

According to a latest sur-
vey by Telangana Gig and
Platform Workers Union
(TGPW U, only 26% of pas-
sengers were aware of the fa-
cility. The survey covered
2800 passengers to AsSess

NION

Passenger Fl:Ldbm:k Hesulls Udan Yatri

1) Awareness of Udan Yatr Cafe Facility

* Yes:

= Mo

workers, students,
and senior citizens
can benefit from this
facility.

Udan Yatri cafe
services

B Verylow cost basic
drinks-Tea priced

awareness and accessibility around Rs 10and
of this budget-friendly init- bottled water alsa Rs
ative inreduced under the 10. whichis far
UDAN scheme, 2} Souirce of bybosimallon LA chrea i than ty'p!::al
Among the passengers f: 144 pa P
whowere aware of the facil- airport outlets
Ity, the highest level of B Affordable coffoe—
awareness (45%) came Coffes s available at
through drivers and infor-
mal soumces. Abput 20% rcughlvﬁ's 20, mak-
learned about itfrom airport ing it an attractive op-
staff, 15% through social tion before flights.
media, and only 10% through Tea/Water Bottle: Rs
signboands. Announcements 10, Samosa/Ka-
pccounted for just 5% of chori/Sweet of the
AWAEIESS. accessibility of the Udan  outlet is located near the day: Rs 20
The findings highlight the  Yati Cafe will help more  check-in hall, whereas most i :
important rele plaved by passéngers benefit from this  travelers spend more wait- | Budgetsnacks-
app-based and transport affordable service and em  ing time near the boarding Simple snack items
\'f-'m'lcel:s in sharing informa- J!:Lra_ce the overall travel ex- gates. Many U'ml'elers, as well Ik samnsas are ol
tion with passengers How-  perience at Hyderabad as airport staff, remain un fered at around Rs 20.

ever, official channels suchias
signage, ANNOUNCEMENts,
and stff communicaton re-
main inadequate. "Improv-
ing awareness, visibility, and

Airport” said Shaik Salaud-

din, Founder President of

TGFWLL
Fassengers shared that
the current Udan Yatri Cafe

aware of the facility due to li-
mited visihility. Located at
the International Departures
Checd-in Hall (Gate 1), It
offers teag/water at Rs 10 and

coffee/snacks for Rs 20 o
make airport dining afford-
ahle.
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Nod to transplant
of 32 trees at IGIA
for expansion work

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's state forest
and wildlife department has
given permission to transplant
32 trees for the expansion of the
apron facilities at the Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) Air-
port, but prohibited any tree-fell-
ing, according to an order.

The order, dated January 22,
allowed the activity under the
Delhi Preservation of Trees Act,
1994. Works will include apron
maintenance, repair and over-
haul, it read.

“The compensatory planta-
tion site proposed at New Udaan
Bhawan, opposite terminal 3, 1G]
Airport, New Delhi was
inspected by concerned field
staff and was found suitable and
sufficient to plant 320 tree sap-
lings,” read the order, a copy of
which was accessed by HT.

Further, these will have to be
maintained for a period of seven
years, it said.

The application had initially
sought permission to cut and
transplant 34 trees.

The order said that the appli-
cant has deposited ¥18.24 lakh
for carrying out the transplanta-
tion and maintenance. A tree
officer must be informed at least
three days before starting the
work, and transplantation can-
not be carried out if a tree has
active nests of birds.

“Each tree planted or trans-
planted will be geotagged and
the details of the plantation car-
ried out will be uploaded on the
portal of the forest department,
yearly progress of plantation
(geo-referenced photographs
with date) will be uploaded
against concerned tree felling
permission by the agency carry-
ing out the plantation,” it read.

A forest department official
confirmed the development,
stating a request was submitted
by an authorised representative
from the airport. “After due veri-
fication and ground checks, per-
mission was given for only 32
out of the 34 trees initially
requested to be felled or trans-
planted. It was decided only
transplantation will be done and
no felling,” the official said.
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Airport in
Srinagar to be
upgraded at
1,677 cr: govt.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved the ex-
pansion of passenger facili-
ties at Srinagar airport for
11,677 crore.

The expansion project is
spread over 73.18 acres and
includes a terminal build-
ing spanning 71,500 square
metres, of which 20,659
square metres comprises
the existing structure. It
will have the capacity to
accommodate 2,900 pas-
sengers at a time and an
annual capacity of 10 mil-
lion passengers. The ex-
panded apron will accom-
modate 15 aircraft parking
bays, including one wide-
body aircraft. The project
will also include the con-
struction of a multi-level
car parking facility for
1,000 cars and barracks for
security personnel.
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DAY 2 OF YOGI'S SINGAPORE TRIP

UP bags Rs 8,000-crore investment

in projects linked to Jewar airport

Express News Service
Lucknow, February 24

THE NOIDA International Air-
port region in Jewar has at-
tracted the attention of inves-
tors during Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s Sin-
gapore visit, with fresh agree-
ments being signed for projects
linked to it on Tuesday. This
takes the total investment
linked to the airport region to
about Rs 8,000 crore.

The airport will be inaugur-
ated next month by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, the CM
had said on Monday.

Officials said on day two of
the trip, aviation services major
AISATS signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with
the UP government toinvestRs
4458 crore in two key projects.

The company willdevelopa
world-class cargo complex
aimed at positioning Jewarasa
major air freight and logistics
gateway for North India, sup-
porting high-value sectorssuch
aselectronics, pharmaceuticals
and perishable agricultural

* New Mol for Jewar

34,458 cr

Investment promised by AISATS
in two projects

@ Will develop a world-class cargo
complex, supporting high-value
sectors such as electronics,
pharmaceuticals and perishable
agricultural products

® Taj SATS air-catering facility,
which will serve flights operating
from Noida International Airport
and also supply meals to other
airports across North India

“We also want to develop
Jewar International
Airportasaglobal hub
for aircraft
maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO)
ecosystem.”

YOGI ADITYANATH,
CHIEF MINISTER

products, informed officials.
Asfor the second project, of-
ficials said it was agreed thata
TajSATS air-catering facilirywill
be established in the area, which
will serve flights operating from
NoidaInternational Airport and
also supply meals to other air-
ports across North India.
Officials said the agree-
ment, sighed in the CM’s pres-
ence, is expected to boost trade,

strengthen supply chains and
generate significant employ-
mentopportunities, further re-
inforcing Uttar Pradesh’s posi-
tion as an emerging global
investment destination and ad-
vancing its goal of becoming a
major aviation and logistics
hubin the northern region.
The latest agreement comes
adayafter the state government
signed another major MoU for

the development of an interna-
tional theme-based group hous-
ing township near the airport.

Officials said the Rs 3,500-
crore project will be developed
over 100 acres in the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Devel-
opment Authority (YEIDA)
area and isexpected to generate
employment foraround 12,000
people. Scheduled to begin in
2027, the township is aimed at
supporting rapid urbanisation
around the airport.

With projects spanning avi-
ation services, logistics and
urban infrastructure, officials
said the airport is increasingly
being positioned asa multi-sec-
tor economic node rather than
astandalone transport facility.
They added that itsstrategic lo-
cation along the Yamuna Ex-
pressway, planned multi-
modal connectivity, and
proximity to industrial and
manufacturing clusters are
seen as key factors driving in-
vestor interest.

The CM said he also visited
the SATS Changi Airport Logis-
tics Hub in Singapore.
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RGIA key growth driver for T, says report

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: The Rajiv
Gandhi International Air-
port (RGIA) in Hyderabad
has emerged as a major
growth driver for Telangana,
with the airport’s activity ge-
nerating an estimated total
outputof Rs1.5lakhcrore, Rs
68,000 crore in gross valuead-
ded (GVA), and supporting
around 3.51akh jobs when di-
rect, indirect and induced ef-
fects are taken into conside-

ration, as per the National
Council of Applied Econo-
mic Research (NCAER)'s
2024-25 assessment.

When the adjoining GMR
Aerocity is included, the
combined impact of the
‘RGIA ecosystem’ increases
toabout 275,000 crore in GVA
and nearly 4.1 lakh jobs, equi-
valent to over 5% of Telanga-
na's GVA and up to 0.25% of
India’s GVA, GMR Group sa-
id, citing the NCAER study
that was conducted in Oct
2025.

The study estimates that
RGIA's airport operations
alone confribute around
230,000 crore indirect output,
about 9,000 crore in direct
GVA, and support more than
40,000 jobs with RGIA's eco-
nomic footprint ramping up
sharply since 2009-10 with
output growing over 15 times
and clocking gains in value
addition and employment.

Thestudy projects that by
FY2037-38, the RGIA ecosys-
tem could generate about
£2.13 lakh crore in GVA and

support nearly 9.8 lakh jobs,
aided by capacity expansion,
cargo growth and continued
development of the Aerocity
distriet.

Highlighting cargo and
exports as a key reason for
the impact, the report poin-
ted out that RGIA emerged as
a critical node for Hydera-
bad’s high-value shipments,
particularly pharmaceuti-
cals and chemicals, with the
airport’s dedicated Pharma
Zone and temperature-cont-
rolled handling facilities,

along with freighter links to
the Middle East, Europe and
Asia. The growth in passeng-
er traffic also strengthened
the airportsrole in city com-
petitiveness, with RGIA
handling 25 million passeng-
ers in FY24 and 29.5 million
in FY25, catering to 72 domes-
ticand 24 international desti-
nations. NCAER's long-
range projections estimate
this number to go up to over
88 million passengers by
FY38, indicating an overall
CAGR of 8.8% from FY25.
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Ahd Metro, Srinagar
airport extension, 3
rail projects get nod

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: The cabinet
Tuesday approved three mul-
ti-tracking railway projects,
extension of Ahmedabad
Metro and a new integrated
airport terminal in Srinagar
with a total investment of
Rs 11,806 crore. The cabinet al-
so approved an increase in
MSP for raw jute.
Announcing the deci-
sions, I1&B minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the railway
projects — doubling of Gon-
dia-Jabalpur track and laying
of third and fourth lines on
Punarakh-Kiul and Gamhar-
ia-Chandil corridors — will
increase Indian Railways’
network by about 307 km and
willenable the national trans-
porter to introduce 38 more
expressand passenger trains.
The total investment in
these  projects, passing
through eight districts across
Maharashtra, MF, Bihar and
Jharkhand, will be around Rs
9,072 crore and these will he
completed by 2030-31.
Vaishnaw also announced
development of the Civil En-
clave at Srinagar airportat an
estimated cost of Rs 1677

Govt approves
equity investment
hike of PowerGrid

he Cabinet Committee on

Economic Affairs Tuesday
approved a proposal to
increase the equity investment
threshold of public sector
enterprise Powergrid from
Rs 5,000 crore to Rs 7,500 crore
per subsidiary, enabling itto
bid for capital-intensive
transmission projects. It will
allow Powergrid to expand
investments in its core business
and support the evacuation of
renewable energy capacity,
helping achieve the 2030target
of 500 GW from non-fossil
fuel-based sources. T

crore, “People want to visit the
Valley, and there is high de-
mand for air traffic” he said.

In an official release, govt
said the cabinet approved ex-
tension of Ahmedabad Metro
at a cost of around Rs 1,067
crore. It will be completed in
four years. This extended cor-
ridor isexpected to benefitap-
proximately 23,700 passen-
gers in 2029,
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Union Cabinet clearsX1,677-cr
Srinagar airport expansion plan

Newterminal to handle 10 mn passengers annually

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FEERUARY 2
In a significant move to
enhance passenger handling
capacity and decongest Sring
gar airport, the Union Cahinet
on Monday approved the
development of a dvil endave
at the airport at an estimated
cost of Bs LETT crore, The proj-
et will span T3.18 acres,

The project soope also

includes the construction of

harracks for secunty person-
nel. Snnagar airport is operat-

ed by the Airports Authonty of

India within the Budgam Air-
base of the Indian Air Force
(IAF) and was designated an
international airpor in 20051t
is lomted approximately 13
kem from Srinagar dty,

The neweivil enclave project
will feature a state-nfthe-art
terminal building  covering
T1.500 square metres {indud-

g 2,650 square metres of
eadsting  structure), It is
designed to serve 2000 pas-
sengers during peak hours
and have an annual handling
capacty of 10 million passen-
gers per annum (MPPA )

New iiitegratoed Lerming bufidng s “|4'|-||_||'-.
11,667 Cr)

Minister Ashwini \-’alshnawdurlnga prESS mnferenc:e In MNew Delhi.

The expanded apron will
avcommodate 15 aireraft park-
ing bays, including one wide-
body (Code E) aireraft (nine
existing and six proposed),
while the 3,058 m x 45 m un-
way will continue to be operat-
ed by the TAF. The project will
also nchide construction of a
mitilti-level car padcing facility
with eapacity for 1,000 cars.

Briefing mediapersons on
the Cabinet decisions, Union
Minister for Information and
Bmddf_.lslmg Ashwini Vaish-

naw said I:h.ll from handling 2
million passengers in 2021,
Srinagar airport is currently
handling 4 to Smillion passen-
pers. against its exgsting capac-
ity of 3 million passen gers.
Architecturally, the new ter-

minal will refled a harmo-
nious blend of modern design
and Kashmir's rich cultural
heritage, incorporating tradi-
tional elements such as into-
cate woodwork and Incally
mnspired  craftsmanship. At
the same time, it will maintain
operatinnal efficiency
through streamlined passen-
ger processing areas, spacious
Iounges and advanced securi-
tv and check-in facilities,

Bevond infrastructure
enhancement, the project 15
expected to  sipnificantly
boost toursm and economic
emwth by improving connec-
tivity to iconic attractions
such as Dl Lake,
Shankaracharya Temple and
the Mughal Gardens,
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DGCA grounds 4 Lear]et
aircraft, ups safety initiatives

e grounded four Learlet

Our Bureau
Mumbai

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has grounded
four LearJer aircraft of VSR
Ventures and initiated a slew
of measures, including man-
datory disclosures and safety
ranking of charter operators.

These actions come in the
wake of the Learfet crash in
Baramati last month which
killed Maharashtra Depury
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar.

A safety audit of VSR Ven-
tures was ordered following
the accident, which revealed
non-compliances in areas of
airworthiness, air safety and
flight operations, the DGCA
said on Tuesday. It has also

planes of the charter firm.
Separately, DGCA held a
meeting with charter com-
panies and instructed them
to prioritise safety over com-
mercial considerations.
Non-scheduled operators
will be required to disclose
criical safety information
on their website such as air-
craft age, maintenance his-
tory and pilot experience for
transparency. A safety rank-
ing iz being proposed for
non-scheduled operators.
DGCA will also carry out
intensive audits to curb falsi-
fication of records. Pilots
found violating dury time
norms and attempting to
land below safe parameters
may face 5-vear suspension.
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Centre sets 27,500 cr monetisation
target for civil aviation under NMP 2.0

PRIVATE PARTICIPATION. Currently, 11 airports have been identified for leasing during the five-year period

—
Rohit Vaid
Bew Dalhi

The next round of airport
leasing (divestment) just got
a boost, with the Centre set-
ting a monetisation target of
27500 crore for the civil
aviation sector under the Na-
tional Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) 2.0 for FY26-30.
Currently, 11 airports
have been identified for
monetisation (leasing) dur-
ing the five-year period. The
proposal is being considered
by the Public Private Part-
nership Appraisal Commit-
tee (PPPAC). These airports
include Varanasi,
Bhubaneswar, Amritsar, In-
dore, Raipur, Tiruchirapalli,
Kozhiknde, Coimbatore,
Ranchi, Jodhpur and Gaya.
NMP 20 framework cov-
ers operational, revenue-

generating airports and se-
lect equity divestments in
aviation-related public sec-
tor entities. The framework
provides for stroctored
private participation, while
ownership of core airport as-
sets will remain with the
ZOVETIMENL.

SALE OF AIRPORTS
Besides, the framework
states that the programme
does not involve the outright
sale of airports. Instead, air-
ports will be offered under
long-term concession agree-
ments for a fixed duration,
after which the assets will re-
vert to the public authority.

According to the frame-
work, the primary model
proposed is the time-tested
operation, maintenanee and
development  agreement
(OMDA).

In this structure, private

GEMNERATING REVENUE. The framework provides for
structured private participation, while ownership of core airport
assets will remain with the government

concessionaires will operate
and maintain airports, un-
dertake capital expenditure
for modernisation and ex-
pansion, and pay upfront
concession fees or share rev-
enue with the government or
the airport authority,

Fi r, long-term public
private partmership (PPF}
concessions will also be de-

ployed, typically spanning
20-50 years. In addition, se-
lect strategic stake-zales or
equity divestments may be
undertaken through initial
public offering or follow-on
public offering routes.
Notably, under the previ-
ous National Monetisation
Pipeline covering FY22-35
the civil aviation sector hada

monetisation
13,500 crore.

According to official es-
timates, the T27.500-crore
total monetisation value in-
cludes upfront concession
payments, the present value
of future revenue share pay-
able to the government or
public sector undertakings,
and committed private sec-
tor investment.

However, after adjusting
for depreciation of airport
assers during the concession
period, the aggregate monet-
isation value is estimated at
22 500 crore.

According to projections
for FY26-30, the majority of
proceeds are expected to ac-
crue to airport authorities
and public sector underrak-
ings. Moreover, some inflows
are projected beyond FY30
based on the concession
SLructure.

target of
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SriLankan Airlines plans
flights to Ahmedabad

New Delhi: Seeking to
strengthen its presence in
India, SriLankan Airlines plans
to start direct flights between
Colomba and Ahmedabad in
the next three months, as well
as enhance its partrership with
Air India. Currently, the airfine
has B9 weekly flights from
Colombo ta nine cities in India,
and Ahmedabad would be its
10* Indian destination. Subject
to regulatary approvals,
SriLankan Airlines plans to start
four weekly flights connecting
Colomba and Ahmedabad, The
carrier has flights to Chennai,
Mumbai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, Kochi,
Thiruvananthapuram, Madurai
and Tiruchirappalll. ex
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Domestic air passenger tr afﬁc gmwth projected to recover to 6-87%: ICRA

thlt Vaid
Mew Dwlhi

India’s domestic air passen-
ger traffic is expected to
grow 6-8 per cent to reach
175-179 million passengers
in 2026-27, rating agency
ICRA estimated on Tue sday.

In December 2025, ICRA
had revised its dn:nmestic air
passenger growth estimates
to 0-3 per cent for 2025-26
from the 4-6 per cent envis-
aged earlier.

As per the rating agency,
the international air passen-
ger traffic growth for Indian
carriers is expected to re-
main relatively stronger,
aided by low base effect, ex-
panding e-visa or visa-on-ar-
rival coverage, and the Gov-
ernment of India’s focus on
developing theme-based and
iconic tourist destinations.

Consequently, ICRA es-

MORE FLIERS. international air passenger traffic is expected
to grow at 7-8 per cent for 2025-26 and B-10 per cent for 2026-27

timated international air
passenger traffic growth at
7-9 per cent for 2025-26 and
8-10 per cent for 2026-27.

Moreover, ICRA projected
the net loss of the Indian avi-
ation industry to reduce to
$11,000-¥12,000 crore in
2026-27 from an elevated
F17,000-T18,000 crore in
2025-26.

The current fiscal year has
seen a period of modest do-
mestic air passenger traffic
growth due to cross-border
escalations, weather-related
disruptions, travel hesitancy
following the June 2025 air-
crash, the impact on busi-
ness travel owing to the
headwinds stemming from
the elevated US tariffs, and

The net loss of
the Indian
aviation industry
is J)rnjﬂ:tcd to
reduce to
T11,000-12,000 cr
in 2026-27 from
£17,000-18,000
crore in 2025-26

operational disruptions at
IndiGo in December 2025,

OUTLOOK STABLE

According to Kinjal Shah,
Senior Vice-President & Co-
Group Head, ICRA, the rat-
ing agency maintained a
‘stable’ outlook for the In-
dian aviation industry, sup-
ported by expectations of
modest growth in domestic
air dpa.ssenger rraffic and a
gradually-improving operat-

ing environment, despite
near-term challenges.

“The Indian aviation in-
dustry is expected to reporta
net loss of $17,000-F18,000
crore im 2025-26, signifie-
antly higher than the estim-
ated net loss of around
5500 crore in 2024-325
However, the same is likely
toreduce to¥11,000-F12,000
crore in 2026-27, led by
growth in domestic air pas-
senger traffic and expected
normalisation of operations
post disruptions seen in
2025-26 that resulted in
flight cancellations and pas-
senger refunds,” Shah said.

“The industry's debt met-
ric, which weakened in 2025-
26 withan estimated interest
cover of 0.7-0.9 times from
1.8 times in 2024-25, is also
expected to improve to 1.3
1.5 times in 2026-27, despite
increasing debt linked with
new aireraft deliveries.”

Besides, ICRA cited that
the industry saw around 4
per cent caparlt'_».r addition in
CY25 and the total number
of aircraft stood at B6S as on
December 31, 2025.

Various industry players
h:-we announced large air-

urchase orders and, as

indicative numbers,

the total pending deliveries

stand at more than 1,700 as

on January 31, 2026, which

are likely to be received over
the next 10years.

A large part of these or-
ders is towards replacement
of old aircraft with new fuel-
efficient ones, [CRA said.

“Engine failures and sup-
ply chain challenges resulted
in grounding of 20-22 per
cent of the total industry
fleet as of September 2023,
The same has come down to
13-15 per cent as of February
2026, corresponding to 117
aircraft,” Shai s::lluiﬂg
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Singapore Airlines
Q3 profit tumbles

E ]
Reuters

Singapore Airlines posted a
nearly 62 per cent slide in
third-quarter net profit on
Tuesday due to the absence
of last’ year's one-off gain
from the Air India-Vistara
merger and rizing fuel costs.

The airline’s share of
losses from associated com-
panies climbed by 38163 mil-
lion to 58178 million, reflect-
ing a full-quarter share of Air
India’s losses this year, com-
pared with only one month
in the vear-ago period. Its ex-
penditure rose o 584.71 bil-
lion compared with 584.59
billion.

Record global travel de-
mand kept older aireraft in
service, pushing up fuel,
maintenance engine-leasing
and inventory costs,
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Indian airlines’ losses
may dip toX11K-12K cr
in FY27, says Icra

Indian aidines are expected to reduce losses to
an estimated 11 000-12 000 crore next fiscal
from a projected $17.000-18,000 crore this
financialvear, mtingsagency Iora said on Tues-
day, even as it maintained a "stable outlook™ for
the domestic aviation industry. Iera also esti-
mates the domestic air passenger traffic to
grow by 6-8 per cent and touch 175-179 million
passengers in FY2026-27. The international air
passenger traffic growth for Indian carriers is
expected to remain relatively stronger, aided
by loww base effect, expanding e-visa/visa-on-
arrival coverage, and the povernment’s focus
on developing theme-based and iconic tourist
destinations, the rafings agency said. T
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DGCA announces tighter rules for
non-scheduled aircraft operators

The Directorate General of
Ciwll Awlaton [(DGCA) on
Tuesday sald safery lapses
cannot be simply blamed an
pilots s it anmounced s skew of
strict safety measures for non-
scheduled flight operators,
Ineluding public disclosures of
alreraft malntenance history
and a safery ranking mechan-
lsm. In the wake of recent
crashes.

A day after a plans, oper-
ated by a non-scheduled oper-
amor  (NS0PE crashed in
Jharkhand, killing seven
people enboard, DGCA held a
meeting with all such oper-
LS.

“Zafery miust remain the
absolute priority, superseding
alll commenclal consido rations,
charmer commitments ar YIP
miovements,” Itsakd.

“Tosupport this, the suth-
ariry reaffirmed that the Pllot-
in-Command’s decision o
divert, delay, or canced a flight

for safery ressons is final and
mustberegpectad by operators
withowt commearcial conse-
guences,” the statement sabd.
Sending out a strong warn-
Ing, the regulator sald account-
able managers nnd senbos
leadarship of NSOPs woulkd be
held personally responsibis for
systemle  mon-complisnces
and stressed that “gafery lapses
cannot simply be hlamed on
pilors”. The regulator sl these
would be increased monkios-
ing of N30Ps" older aircraft, as
well as those undergoing
ownership changes,
Furthes, the operators have
1o estabdish real-time weathes
update systems and ensure
strict  compliance  with
Standard Operating Practices.
Afier complethon of the first
phase of the special safery
sudic of NEOPs In garly March,
the second phase covering the
remaining N50Ps will be
undemaken. i

Action against
VSR Ventures for
lapses: DGCA
Afterfinding saveral
compliance lapses,
aviation rugmnmrDE-D\
on Tuesday directed the
grounding of four aircreaft
of VER Vermuares, whoss
plane crashed at
Baramar k=g month,
killing Maharashita
Depury Clilef Minister
Ajit Pesar and four
others.

The mlii-disciglin-
ary audirteam observed
Several 1Ir|.'ﬂl-\.'ﬁ'l'||.'lll;.l.1h\'h
of approved procedures
Intheares of atrworthi-
ness, alr safery, and flight

operathons, fhe regulstos
saldinasatement.  #m
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DGCA Set to Overhaul
Charter Flight Safety
After 2 Fatal Crashes

Proposes measures; move to mark sharpest
tightening of oversight in sector in years

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Two fatal acci-
dents in less than a mon-
th—a Learjet crash in Bara-
mati that killed former Ma-
harashtra deputy chief mi-
nister Ajit Pawar, and the
death of all seven people on
board an air ambulance in
Jharkhand's Chatra district

a’s aviation regulator into
action oncharter flights.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Tuesday called all non-sche-
duled operators (NSOPs) for
ahigh-level meetingand pro-
posed measures which, if en-
forced, would mark the shar-
pest tightening of oversight
inthe sector in years.

At the core of the proposed
new framework is a zero-to-
lerance policy on safety.
Charter operators would be
required to publicly disclose
aircraft age, maintenance
history, and pilot experience
ontheirwebsites. The DGCA
is also working on a safety
ranking system for all
NSOPs, with rankings to be
published on its website —a
move that could, for the first
time, give charter passeng-
ers a way to compare opera-
tors before booking.

Accountability, long the
missing piece inIndia'savia-
tion safety culture, would
now get direct regulatory fo-
cus. Senior management
and accountable managers
will be held personally re-
sponsible for systemic lap-
ses. “Safety failures cannot
simply be blamed on pilots,”
theregulator said pointedly.

SECI.I rlt_'g.ir persunnel near the
wreckage of Beechcraft C90
air ambulance that crashed in
Chatradistricton Monday

Onthe operational side, the
DGCA will step up random
Cockpit Voice Recorder
(CVR) audits, cross-verify
ADS-B data and fuel logs to
check for wunauthorised
flights or falsification of re-
cords.

Pilotsfound violatingflight
duty time limitations would
face licence suspension for
up tofive years.

The regulator also flagged
weather asarecurring blind
spot, noting that many acci-
dents trace back to poor jud-
gement rather than unpre-
dictable conditions. Opera-
tors must now set up real-ti-
me weather monitoring
systems andensure pilotsre-
celvestrongertraininginde-
cision-making under chal-
lenging environments.

A Phase2safetyauditof the
remaining NSOPs will begin
after Phase 11s completed in
early March. A follow-up
workshop is planned once
the audits are completed.
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AVIATION LOSSES
TO NARROW
INFY27: ICRA

INDIA'S
AVIATION

" F INCIUSTRY s
u{"i*‘t'; Hkely to see
1 N losses
narrow by
earty a third in FY27,
ru'd:-d by & recovery in
domestic passenger
growth and easing
operational disruptions,
even as currency and fuel
costs remain key nsks
according to ICRA,
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IndiGo to add &
routes from Mavi
Mumbai Airport

INDMFC HA S AMMOUMCED:
new direct routes
connecting Mavi Mumbai
Internatonal Alrpot (MHMLA]
with Ahmedabad, Diu, Goa,
Rajlot, Belgaum and
Kolhapur, Bookingsare
being progressively

op ened across channels
The airline willalso
commence ity ATR aircraft
operations effective 29,

SriLankan Airlines to
start direct flights
to Ahmedabad

SRILANKAN
AIRLIMES PLAMS
txlaunch direct

kghts betwesn
Colembo and Ahmedabad
fram Apnl to strengthen ali
connectivity and boosting
relgious toursm betwesn
the two countries, Dimik hid
Tennakoon, head of
commercial Sl ankan
Airlines announced on
Tuesday
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Air India

glitches

at 14-month high

REUTERS
How Delhi, February 26

TECHMICALMNCIDENTS SUCH
A% I:'LI.WJI-I:' UIL J.IIIJ. {UI.'I. Jinlkb
affecting Air India flights
reached their highest rate inat
least 14 months in fanuary, a
ompany dooument shows,
q:nrk-rtnnnggrnmng:-h:lmnn
the carrier srevamp ambitions,

Thecountryssecnnd- b gest
airine has come under scrutiny
v the country’s sifsty regu-
lator sinoe acmsh lastyear lalled
250 prele 1t huas sines reported
many 'inlﬂ}' In;&'u.-s and in
December admitied therewasa
“need for UrEEnt ImprTee e Nt
inprocess discipline, commn |-
mhm_nndrnmph‘mn‘nﬂmrr‘

I ey, Alr India recorded
109 technical mcidents per
100 fights, quadrupling from
el oof just (0,26 in December
2024, acconding toa document
eviewed by Reuters that the
@mier submitted to the Indian
governmsent in February, [rdid
not pmvidecardierdata,

AMr India operated over

17,500 flights in anuary and
reconda] 23 technleal incident s

on its international and domes
tie: Cligh ts, acenrding to thedoc-
wment which s not p-1|.h||r. At
least 21 of those in cidents were
imvestigated formally bytheair
lne. "Systemic improvements
fare) being introduced across
fightops, raining, engi nesring
guality, and procedural over-
sight to prevent recurmence"the
Auir | neliad o wment sald

Ina statement, it said ithas
undertaken a “comprehensive
programme to streng then tech
ndcal mliability™ across itsoper-
ations and inoreased its oriticl
spares Inventory
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Stricter rules for
charter planes

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Hew Dehi, February 24

THE MRECTORATE GEMERAL
of Civil Aviation (IMGCA) on
Tuesdayintroduced mandatory
=fety measures for non-sched-
uled operators after a high- level
meeting that examined the
recent increace in aviation acd-
denits invalving charter flights
The regulatar

mpulatorsadina satement
Non-scheduled operators
willl i be required to publichy
disdose safety information on
their websites, includingairoaft
ape, maintenance history, and
pilot expenence, The DGCAwi
also publish a safety ranking
mechanism forall charteroper
ators on its website, allowing
customers Lo Ascess operalor
standards before

;I.d it I:'1:u.1:d Il.l.!.l. Honrscheduled bu!:i;i_q I'iiﬁi.l:..

e rising acci e LA
defls i 'I.Tu.- Sec- Dpll".llﬂl W.II |'li‘¢'i |.||.1m.- L-L'-r.ull:l;.!|:1.e
tor were Tnainr].' to pl.ﬂlﬂljl' disclose Phase Inta':pn.'nl
due to non-com-  Safety infoonthedr  safery audit of
pll:ml:r of stan- “h!iﬁﬂ,lﬁth‘dlﬂﬂ nin-sched uled
dard procedures, aircraft age, wperators in earky
poor fhghf plan A Rtenance March 26
ning and gaps in histary and pllot Phase 2 will cowar
training, and . the  mmaining
announced the i operators, ol
e rules that Eesaa——1 lowed by a pliysi-

implement a
strict zero-tolerance policy
forsafety issues

“This high-level interaction
fnlh“'snrrmprrhnmrﬂmnv
of accldent data from the past
decade, which identifies mon
adherence to Standard O perat -
Iivg Procedunes (S0P, inade-
quate flight plnning, and
training deficencies a the pri-
mary cusatiee factors in air
craft accidents” the aviation

cal workshop on

safety after the cmpletion of
the current intensive audits

The regulator stated that
safety must take precedence
over commercial consldera-
tions, charter commitments,
o ¥ IP movements. Pots will
rawe the aiithonit ylodwert,
delay, or cancel flights for
safety reasons without Bacing
commercial consequences
1:||.|n1|!m:r=|11er}l|.-|:L
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'DGCAgrounds 4 Learjet

planes of VRS Ventures

THE RIRECTORATE GEN-
ERAL of Cral Avatkn on
Toesday grounded four
Learjet aivcraft operated by
VSR Vemtures aftera spedal
satety midit revealed mukts
ple non-compliances after
the Jamuary 28 erash that
killed Mahamshtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajlt Pawas
and four others.

VER Ventumres, a Delhi-
based non-scheduled opera
tor, operates a fleet of 17 alr

mH_:anllrhntl_m:Lqur}rl

4 55, five Embraer 1356] air
craft, four Kingair B200s,and
one Pllatus PC-13.
Meanmwhile, RedBird Air
ways, whose Beecheraft C90
aircraft VT-AJV operating as
anakr ambulanee crachead a
day ago killng seven people
on board, said on Tuesd sy
that there were no defects
with the aircraft that
crashed in [harkhand, and
the pilots who operated the
[l t were ey pedenced
—FEBUREAL
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SC flags airfare surges
during festival seasons

FPJ News Service
MEW DELHI

The 8C on Monday said that
fluctuations in airfare and
extra charges imposed by pri-
vate alrlines during festive sea-
sons and holidays are a matter
of “serious concern”, while the
Centre informed SC that the
issue is being examined at the
highest level and a response
will be filed within fourweeks,

A Bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
made the remark while hear
ing a petition seeking regula-
tory guidelines t© control
unpredictable fluctuations in
airfare in 5 Laxminarayanan
Versus Union Of India and Ors.

“This is o very serious con-
cern. Otherwise, we don'tenter-
tain 42 petition)” the court
remarked, Bar & Bench reports.

Additional Selicitor General
Anil Kaushik said the Centreis

o ——
A

Look at the
exploitation you
did during Kumbh

Justice § Mehta

looking into the issue. “Solici-
tor General has called a meet-
ing. We have taken the matter
1o the highest level. We are in
discussion with highest auth-
ority. Four weeks time may be
given, we will come up with a
counter,” it was submitted.

} Contd on | nation

SC flags airfare surges...

Taking note of the submission, the Court
adjoumed the matter for further consideration on
March 23,

When the Federation of India Alrlines [FIA)
sought impleadment In the case. the Bench
refused for now and sald the request would be
considered at a later stage.

“The union will deal with you, They will call you

before taking a decision. They will constitute a
committee and take a decision. It s for the ministry
o decide. If they dont, we will consider that later
on” the Court remarked.

According to the petition, alr travel is no longer
a luxury bt an essential service for millions,
especially during emergencies, festivals, and situ-
ations where trains and roads are unavailable,

It was argued that airlines use opague, algo-
rithm-driven dynamic pricing systems that allow
fares to change multiple times a day. The petitioner
submitted that this affects the poor and middle
class the most, as they often book tickets at the last
minute due to emergencies suchasillness, death in
the family, exams or sudden work travel.

The petition stated that air travel {s already rec-
ognised as an essential service under the Essential
Services Maintenance Act, 1981, which treats trans-
port by air at par with milways and postal services.
However, unlike ralbways, electricity or healthcare,
airline pricing has no real regulatory oversight

It was also pointed out that alrlines have
reduced free baggage limits from 25 ke to 15kg and
now charge high excess baggage fees, turning basic
services Into profit tools. The petitioner submitted
that there {s no regulator with the power o cap
fares or control extra charges.

The plea seeks directions to the Unlon govern-
ment and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
[DGCA) to frame binding rules on airfare pricing,
cap surge pricing, regulate baggage and extra
charges, fix cancellstion and refund norms, and
create an [ndependent aviation regulator with
POWETS to protect consumers.

During an earlier hearing on January 21 the top
court hed flagged what it called exploitative pric-
ing by airlines, especially during festivals and
muajor events like the Kumbh Mela,

“Look at the exploitation you did during
Kumbh,” Justice Mehta had remarked.

“Not only Kumbh, but every festival” Justice
Nath had said.

“Take the statistics for these two towns,
Prayegraj and Jodhpur the flight fares are 3 times
the flight fures before the festivals” Justice Mehta
had observed.
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ENGINE FAILURE:
SPICEJET FLIGHT
LANDS 15 MIN
AFTER TAKEOFF

NEW DELHI: A Spicelet flight
from Delhi to Leh made an
emergency landing at the Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) Air-
port on Tuesday morning, 15
minutes after taking off, due to
an engine failure, officials
aware of the matter said. The
flight SG-121 , with around 150
passengers on board, landed
safely.

“The flight landed by around
6.45am and had 150 passengers
on board. Engine number two of
the aircraft had failed, resulting
in the turnaround,” an official
said. The airline also confirmed
the incident, stating the aircraft
landed safely in Delhi. HTC
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Aviation risks keep insurance
premiums firm, tighten terms

ZiaHaq

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Unprecedented dis-
ruptions in India's aviation sector
over the past year have hardened
insurance premiums, tightened
policy terms and triggered closer
scrutiny of safety standards, ana-
lysts said. The risks are expected
to persist in 2026, driven by geo-
political tensions, flight rerouting
and operational safety concerns.

“Any major crash leads to
greater scrutiny of not only the
airline involved but also the gen-
eral safety standards of a (avia-
tion) market by reinsurers. This
creates conditions for renogotiat-
ing terms for risk coverage even
though risk wordings in the policy
are generally standardised,” said
Mathew Pannerselvam of Troth
Broking Ltd.

Monday's air ambulance crash
in Jharkhand that killed seven
people, along with last month’s
Learjet charter crash in Baramati
in which Maharashtra deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar died, will
further elevate risk perceptions,
Pannerselvam said.

The crashes of Air India AT171
in Ahmedabad, with more than
480 fatalities, along with that of a
South Korean er jet. a Boe-
ing 737-800, resulted in global
premiums increasing between
15-18% for airlines whose coverage
were due for renewal, according
to a report by Swiss Re.

The impact of a plane crash on
the insurance industry is seldom
limited to local markets; it rapidly
spread across the globe, ulti-
mately shaking up businesses in
major financial centres. Most
large insurers opt for reinsurance,
an arrangement where the origi-

The risks are expected to
persist in 2026, driven by
geopolitical tensions. 5TOCKPHOTO

nal insurance firms protect them-
selves against losses by transfer-
ring their own risks toa reinsurer
at a cost. Indian insurers retain
just 4-5% of aviation risk, while
the bulk of the losses are borne by
global reinsurers, which tends to
increase premium rates.

The total insurance impact of
the Air India Al 171 crash, esti-
miated at $475 million, therefore,
was borne by international rein-
surers, leading to a cascading
effect.

Aviation insurance is never a
single product. analysts say. A sin-
gle commercial plane typically
incurs several types of risk covera-
ges. The most critical ones include
cover for hull losses during flight
and taxiing, and while an aircraft
is stationary.

Passenger liability covers allow
airliners to compensate the next
of kin in case of fatal accidents.
Adrliners also need to take outa
public liability policy for third-
party compensation, just as in car
insurance, to pay for damages
caused toother aircraft, objects or
people. More losses of planesand
flyers in India, the world's third-
largest domestic aviation market,
has enhanced the possibility that
insurance firms and reinsurers

will impose stricter clauses in pol-
icy documents, say brokers.

According to a July 2025 report
by Reuters, India's aviation regu-
lator had found 263 safety-related
lapses at the country’s major air-
lines, including 23 at the largest
carrier IndiGo and 51 at the sec-
ond largest Air India.

Worldwide, crashes and colli-
sions dominated $15bn of aviation
insurance claims, according to a
recent report by Allianz. “The con-
tinual growth of the aviation sec-
tor will see premiums hit a
20-year high of more than
US$8bn", Tom Fadden, aviation
head at Allianz Commercial, said
in the report.

The aviation industry climbed
out of the pandemic’s challenges
with dramatic rebounds in pas-
senger traffic and flights. But
reports point to a continued lack
of skilled maintenance personnel
in major aviation markets due to
the knock-on effects of job losses,
increasing safety concerns.

“Furthermore, a growing short-
age of aircraft mechanics may
impact future claims activity,” the
Allianz report, for instance, said.

Apart from geopolitical risks,
airlines are also facing increasing
incidents, including increasing
runway excursions, from extreme
weather and climate change,
EXperts say.

According to a December 2024
report by the International Civil
Aviation Organisation, higher
incidence of clear air turbulences,
heat waves and changing wind
regimes will increasingly affect
air traffic globally. These will
likely necessitate a sweeping
overhaul of global risk-coverage
norms, Pannerselvam of Troth
Broking Ltd said.
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DGCA grounds 4 aircraft

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Nearly a month after the
death of then Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar in a plane crash, the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
grounded four aircraft
operated by VSR Ventures

Pvt. Lid., the charter
company that was flying
him.

After a high-level
meeting on Tuesday
following “a recent surge”
in accidents, the regulator
also announced a slew of
measures for charter
companies to ensure
tighter oversight.
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SriLankan Airlines 10th India
destination to be Ahmedabad

SriLankan Airlines will add Ahmedabad as 10th
destination in India from April and is also
exploring raising frequencies on existing routes
to the country. “This is our first launch in 5 years
and chose India for it,” head of commercial,
Dimuthu Tennakoon told the media. The airline
has 23 airworthy aircraft. Ahmedabad travellers
will be able to connect to destinations such as
Australia, countries in Far East as well as Europe.
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Amid spurtinsmall
aircraft accidents,
DGCA cracks whip

Says stricter norms for non-scheduled
operators, pilots alone can’t be blamed

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 24

IN VIEW of the recent spurt in
accidents involving small air-
craft — mostly operated by
charter flight operators — avi-
atlon safety regulator Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)on Tuesday announced
aslewof measures inabid toen-
force a "zero-tolerance policy™
on flight safety among non-
scheduled operators (NSOPs), It
stressed that the pilots” decision
todivert, delay, orcancel aflight
for safety reasons 18 final and
miust be respected by operators,
Irrespective of commercial
CONSEqUENOes,

The DGCA also announced
new public disclosure require-
ments for NSOPs, a public
safsty ranking system,
strengthening of oversight
through intensive audits of
flight data, Inereased scrutiny
of maintenance records of
older planes, stricter Hability
norms for the NSOPs" manags-
ment, and stemerpenaltles for
pilots for violation of oper-
ational limits. The announce-
ment came after the DGCA
held a high-level meeting with
all NSOPs a day after an small
ajrcrafi— operating as an air
ambulance — crashed In
Jharkhand, killing all seven
persons on board. The crash
came less than a month aftera
chartered jet crashed in Bara-
matl. killing then Deputy CM
Ajit Pawar and four others.

NSOPs are flisht service pro-
viders that provide on-demand
and non-regular air transport
services like charter flights, pri-
vate jets, and air ambulances.
Over the past few yvears, flight

safety In NSOP operations have
been flagged as an area of con-
cemn by aviation safety experts.
Weak safety oversight, poor
maintenance, inadequate risk
assesement, and training lapses
have been clied as key reasons
behind growine mumber of inci-
dents involving smaller aircraft.

“This high-level Interaction
follows a comprehensive review
of aceident data from the past
decade, which Identifies non-
adherence to SOPs, inadequate
fight planning, and tralning
deficiencies as the primary cau-
sative factors in aircraft accl-
dents. Consequently, the regu-
latorhas announced aset ofnew
measures...," the DGCA sald on
Tuesday. “Inasimificant move
toward rransparency, the regi-
lator s introducinga mandatory
disclosure policy. NSOP oper-
ators will be required todisclose
critical safety Information on
theirwebsites, includingaircraft
age, maintenance history, and
pilot experience....”

The DGCA also announced
that it will increase random
cockpit voice recorder audits
and cross-verify flight data, fuel
records, and technical logs (o
detect falsification of data. "Ac-
countable managers and senior
leadership will be held per-
sonally responsible for sys-
teniic non-compliances; safety
lapses cannot simply be
blamed on pilots .. Pilots found
violating Flight Duty Time
Limitations or aitempting to
land below safety minima may
face licence suspensions of up
to five years. Operators failing
to meet compliance standards
will be penallsed and
licenses/permits may be sus-
pended,” the DGCA said.

DGCAgrounds 4
L earjet aircraft of
VSR Ventures after
auditshows lapses

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 24

THE DGCA on Tuesday an-
nounced immeadiate grounding
of fouraircraft operated by VSR
Ventures, the charter flight op-
eratorwhose Learet 45 crashed
in Maharashtra's Baramati on
January 28, killing the then
Deputy CM Afit Pawar and four
others, This follows aspecial
audit of VSR Ventures that was
Initiated after the accident; the
audit revealed various non-
compliances by VSR Ventures.
“The multi-disciplinary
audit team observed several
non-compliances of approved
procedures in the organisation
inthe area of alrworthiness, air
safety, and flight operations. In
view of the non-compliances
observed and consldering the
gaps in maintenance proce-
duresitisdecided toinitiate the
corrective measures by im-
mediately grounding Learjet
4045 aircraft with registratdon
VT-VRA, NT-VES, VT-VEV, and
VT-TRI tll continued air-
worthiness standards are re-
stored,” the DGCA stated.
Agpcording to the DGCA da-
tabase, VSR had afleet of 17 alr-
craft, Incloding the one that
crashed in Baramati. Of these
17 planes, elght were Learjets.
“Deficiency reporting forms
have been issued to M/s VSR
Ventures Pyt Led inalvwe men-
tioned areas to submit root
causeanalysis on the nor-com-
pliances for further assess-
ment...,” the DGCA said. It did
notdetail the non-compliances
observed in the speclal audit.
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Indian airlines’ estimated losses
may come down next fiscal: Icra

.\lﬂ.lli'ﬂ]!|I||.la.dhu|l1||l.¢'h-..1ll.'|£|Jl|'l.'ll.'l:|lu reduice hisses loan estl-
pated T 0012000 crore nest fiscal from a projected
T 00018, 000 erore this finandcial vear, rtings agency Lera Lid
sild on Teesday, even & it malntained a “stahleoutlook” forthe
domestic aviation indsiry, Leva also estimates the domest be ade
e peesseregek trindfie fo grow by 6-B%and
towch 175-179 million passengers in
FY26-27. e In December 2025, had
‘* revised s domestic alr passenger
growth estimates o 0-3% for the aur-
renit fAnanckal year from 6% envis-

adred arlier.

M
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Air India snags most
in14 monthsin jJan

echnical incidents such as engine oil and
T fuel leaks affecting Air Indix Righes

reached their highest rate inat beast 14
months in January, a company documen|
shows, underscoring growing strain on the
carmier’s revamyp ambitions,

India’s second-largest airline has come
under scrutiny from the country’s safety
regilator since a crash last year killed 360
people. It has since reported many safety bipses
and in December admitted there was a “need
forurment improvements in process discipline,
communication, and compliance culiure®,

InJanuary, Air India recorded LS techoical
incidents per L 000 Qights, quadnupling from
bevels of just 0,26 in December 20024,
according toa document reviewed by Renfers
that the carrier submitted to the Indian
government in Febmary. I did not provide
earlier data. REUTERS
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Indian airlines’ estimated losses may come down to 11,000-12,000 crore next fiscal: ICRA

ICRA also estimales the domestic air passenger traffic to grow hy 6-8 per cent and touch 175-

179 million passengers in FY2026-27

MUMBAIL: Indian airdines
are expected to reduce Insses
to an estimated Rs 11,000-
12,0000 crore next fiscal from
a projected Bs 17,000-18,000
crore this financial year, ratings
agency ICRA said on Toesday,
even as it maintained a “stable
outlook” for the domestic avia-
tion industry.

ICRA also estimates the
domestic air passenger traffic to
grow by 6-8 per cent and touch
175-17% million passengers in
FY2026-27. ICRA, in December
2025, had revised its domestic
air passenger growth estimates
to 0-3 per cent for the current
financial year from 4-6 per cent

envisaged carlier.

The international air pas-
senger traffic growth for Indian
carriers is expected to remain
relatively stronger, aided by low
base effect, expanding e-visa/
visa-on-arrival coverage, and
the Central Government's focus
on developing theme-based and
iconic tourist destinations, the
ratings agency said.

ICRA said the interna-
tional air passenger traffic is
seen growing at 7-9 per cent
for this financial year and 8-10
per cent next year, and added
that the current fiscal year has
seen a period of modest domes-
tic air passenger traffic growth

due to cross-border escalations,
weather-related disruptions,
travel hesitancy following the
June 2025 aircraft accadent,
the impact on business travel
owing to the headwinds stem-
ming from clevated US tariffs
and operational disruptions at
IndiGo in December 2025,

ICRA has maintained a "sta-
ble outlook” for the Indian avi-
ation industry, supported by
expectations of modest growth
in domestic air passenger traf-
fic and a gradually improving
operating enviranmernt, I.‘leP:ilC
near-term challenges, said Kin-
jal Shah, senior vice president
atICRA.

CLOSER LOOK

# ICEA,n Demnhe: 2[]25 hnd rerma-d ﬂs dmsﬁc air
possenger growth estimates to 0-3%6 for the current
financial year from 4-6% envisaged earlier

» ICRA said infernational air passenger traffic is seen
growing at 7-7% for this fiecal & B-10% next year

# The Indian aviation industry iz likely to report a net loss
of Rs 170-180 bn in 2025-26, significantly higher than
estimated net loss of around Rs 55 billion in 2024-25

“The Indian aviation indus-
try is expected to report a net
loss of Bs 170-180 billion
{17000-18000-crore) in 2025-
26, significantly higher than the
cstimated net loss of around Rs

55 billion (5,500 crore) in 2024-
25, However, the same is likely
to reduce to Rs 110-120 billion
(11,000- 12,000 crores) in 2026-
27, led by growth in domestic air
passenger traffic and expected

normalisation of operations
post disruptions seen in 2025-
26 that had resulted in flight
cancellations and passenger
refunds,” she said.

The industry’s debt metric,
which weakened in 2025-26
with an estimated interest cover
of (.7-0.9 times from 1.8 times
in 2024-25, is also expected
to improve to 1.3-1.5 times in
2026-27, despite increasing debt
linked with new aircraft dediver-
ies, according to Shah,

The yields of the industry
have declined in the April-
December period of 2025-26
on a Yo¥ basis due to a series
of external events like cross-

border escalations, airplane
crash and operational disrup-
tions at IndiGo in the first week
of December 2025, ICRA said.

Dhespite these challenges, the
drop in vields was not as steep
as the reduction in fuel Cost
per Available Seat Kilometre
{CASK), as airlines strived to
sustain the yield levels amid
rising cost pressure from cur-
rency fluctuations and opera-
tional expenses related to flight
cancellations and delays, it said.

ICRA expects the vields to
improve in the near term as
temporary disruptions ease.
MWonetheless, the movement in

prices of ATF and the USD-INR

rate will remain key monitor-
able. According to the ratings
agency, the industry saw around
4 per cent capacity addition in
Y2025, and the total number
of aircraft stood at B65 as of
December 31, 2025,

Various industry players
have announced large aircraft
purchase orders and as per the
indicative numbers, the total
pending aircraft deliveries stand
at maore than 1,700 as on January
31, 2026, which are likely to be
received over the next 10 years
but a large part of these orders
is towards replacement of old
aircraft with new fuel-efficient

ones, ICRA said. M
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A mother waited for her son’s call, a family got his death news

HARPREET BAJWA @ Chandigarh

THE housze in Gobind Nagar on
Sultanwind Road in Amritsar
has not slept.
Thirty-one-vear-old Swaraj-
deep Singh, one of the two pi-
lots of the air ambulance that
crashed in Jharkhand near
Ranchi on Monday might, was
among the seven people who
lost their lives in the accident.
Just before take-off, Swaraj-
deep had called his mother, He
told her that he was flying from
Ranchi to Delhi and would call
again after landing. It was rou-

tine. He always called before
flving. He alwavs called after
landing. He never forgot. But
Monday was different.

When the phone did not ring.
they tried calling him. It was
switched off. They kept wait-
ing. Then the news flash ap-
peared on television—a crash,
loss of contact around 7.20 pm,
an air ambulance gone down.
MNames began to scroll. His
name was there.

In that moment, the house
changed forever

Swarajdeep had only re-
joined duty two days earlier He

had been home on leave, spend-
ing time with his wife and their
four-month-old son.

Seven months ago, Swaraj-
deep joined the medical avia-
tion company. It felt like life
was finally settling. He had

married two vears earlier

He is survived by his parents,
grandparents, wife, a four-
month-old son and a brother.

His father, Amrik Singh, sits
quietly as visitors gather His
eves are tired. “He spoke to his
maother before take-off.” he says
again and again, as if holding
on to that last moment. He said
he would call after landing, the
father repeats himself.”

He is in shock. *We kept wait-
ing for his call. When we saw
the news and his name among
the victims, it was hard.”

Family friend Lovpreet

Singh described the pilot as
helpful by nature. They said he
had struggled for some time af-
ter obtaining his pilot's licence
and had even given tuitions at
home while looking for stable
employment. Becoming a pilot
had been his childhood dream.

Relatives, friends and neigh-
bouirs gathered at the family's
residence. The mortal remains
of Swarajdeep are expected to
reach Amritsar on Wednesday

Until then, the family waits.
Mot for the routine call. But
for their son to return home
one last time.

The wreckage of a Pawan Hans hellcoptes that crashed into the sea 300 metres
away from its scheduled landing place at Mayabunder helipad in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands on Tuesday. All seven on board were safely rescued | em
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SpiceJet Delhi-Leh flight
returns after engine failure

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & New Delhi

A SpiceJet flight from Delhi to
Leh in Ladakh developed a mid-
air emergency on Tuesday
morning after one of its en-
gines failed, sources said.

The cockpit crew decided to
retirn, and the aircraft landed
safely at Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (IGIA). An
emergency was declared on one
of the runways for a brief pe-
riod to facilitate a safe landing,
sources added. Around 150 peo-
ple were on board.

The Boeing 737-700 took off
at 6.21 am from the Terminal 1
side and returned shortly after
T am, a source said. “Using the
other engine, the flight was
steered safely to the airport,”
the source added.

In a statement, SpiceJet said,
“A SpiceJet flight operating
from Delhi to Leh on February
24 returned to Delhi after expe-
riencing a technical issue. The
aircraft landed safely in Delhi,
and all passengers were disem-

barked normally There was no
fire warning in the cockpit.”

Aljrport sources said that af-
ter Air Traffic Control was in-
formed about the return, all
emergency protocols were acti-
vated. “An emergency was de-
clared on Runway 20L/7R where
the flight was to land. Fire ten-
ders were on standby along
with ambulances and medical
teams. The flight landed safely,
follow ing which the emergency
was lifted,” they said.

A source said that since
KEushok Bakula Rimpochee

Passengers can avail full
refund: Airline source

Airport in Leh is a defence airport
and there are time restrictions for
flight operations. “Flights are
permitted to operate only from
Sam to 1 pm. A one-hour
extension may be given if required
in emergency situation,” a source
said. *The option of a full refund
is also available,” an airline
SOUICE said.

Alrport in Leh is a defence air-
port, there are time restrictions
{watch hours) for flight opera-
tions. “Flights are permitted to
operate only from 5 am to 1 pm.
A one-hour extension may be
given if required in emergency
situations,” the source said.

Spicedet plans to operate
an additional flight the follow-
ing dav to accommodate affect-
ed passengers due to the watch
hour restrictions at Leh.
The option of a full refund is
also available, an airline
source added.
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DGCATO TIGHTEN
SAFETY NORMS

Aviation watchdog Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Tuesday announced a slew of
safety measures for non-
scheduled flight operators,
including public disclosure of
aircraft maintenance history and a
safety ranking mechanism, in the
wake of recent plane crashes. A
day after a plane, operated by a
non-scheduled operator (NSOP),
crashed in Jharkhand, killing seven
people onboard, DGCA held a
meeting with all such operators.
The meeting was held to “address
a recent surge in aviation incidents
and emphasised the critical need
for an increased focus on safety
across the sector,” the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said in a statement. Sending out a
strong waming, the regulator said
accountable managers and senior
|leadership of NSOPs would be
held personally responsible for
systemic non-compliances and
stressed that “safety lapses
cannot simply be blamed on
pilots”. Apart from the
requirement of public disclosure of
critical safety information,
including aircraft age and
maintenance history, DGCA said
there would be a safety ranking

of the NSOPs.
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India sees three aviation
emergencies n 24 hours

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

India witnessed three sepa-
rate aviation emergencies
within 24 hours: a fatal air
ambulance crash in
Jharkhand, an engine scare
mid-air on a Delhi-Leh com-
mercial Aight, and a heli-
copter crash-landing in the
Andaman Sea. While one
incident ended in tragedy,
swift responses in the other
two ensured no loss of life.
Delhi-Leh Flight Retums
After Mid-Air Engine Alert
In a separate incident on
Tuesday morning, a Leh-
bound Spicejet flight
returned to Delhi shortly
after takeoff following a
reported technical snag.
The Boeing 737 aircraft,
operating as SG121 with
around 150 passengers and
crew on board, reportedly
experienced sparks and
flames from one of its
engines mid-air. As a precau-
tionary measure, the pilots
decided to abort the climb
and head back to the

national Capital. Standard
operating procedures for
engine malfunction were
activated at Delhi airport,
and the aircraft landed safely.
No injuries were reported.
Airline officials indicated that
the return was prompted by
a suspected engine-related
issue. The aircraft has been
grounded for inspection.
Pawan Hans Helicopter
Ditches Near Mayabunder
Hours later, a helicopter
operated by Pawan Hans
made an emergency landing
inthe sea near Mayabunder
in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. The helicopter had
taken off from Port Blair and
was attempting to land
when it reportedly ditched
into the sea about 300
metres short of the runway
at approximately 9:30 am.
The aircraft was carrying
two crew members and five
passengers. Authorities con-
firmed that all seven occu-
pants were rescued safely,
with no injuries reported.
CONTINUED ON »» P4
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Indian airlines expected

to reduce losses: ICRA

+ _RARATRDA

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Indian airlines are expected
to reduce losses to an esti-
mated %11,000-12,000
crore next fiscal from
a projected 217,000-18,000
crore this financial
year, ratings agency ICRA
said on Tuesday, even as it
maintained a “stable
outlook™ for the domestic
aviation industry.

ICRA also estimates the
domestic air passenger
traffic to grow by 6-8 per
cent and touch 175-179
million passengers in

FY2026-27. ICRA, in
December 2025, had revised
its domestic air passenger
growth estimates to 0-3 per
cent for the current financial
year from 4-6 per cent
envisaged earlier.

The international air pas-
senger traffic growth for
Indian carriers is expected to
remain relatively stronger,
aided by low base effect,
expanding e-visafvisa-on-
arrival coverage, and the
Central Government's focus
on developing theme-
based and iconic tourist
destinations, the ratings
agency said.
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Family took loan to pay I8 lakh
for air ambulance that crashed

Vishvendu Jaipuriar - Tun

Chatra: A family sinking in
debt after a medical emergen-
cy required them to hire an
airambulance for Rs8lakh. A
yvoung pilot days away from
going on leave for a close fri-
end's wedding. An anaesthe-
tist who stepped in for a colle-
agueat thelastmoment.
These are some of the sto-
ries that lie buried in the de-
bris of the Delhi-bound Beech-
craft C90 charter that crashed
into a forest in Jharkhand’s
Chatra on Monday evening,
killing all seven people on bo-
ard. The aireraft had taken off
from Ranchi less than 30 mi-
nutes earlier, ferrving hotel
owner Sanjay Kumar to Del-

somehow. We believed
the treatment in Delhi would
give him a second chance.
Instead, we lost three of

If negligence, human

safety protocol is found at any
level, the strictest action

will be ensured against

those responsible

We arranged the money

our family members — a reLanve

error, or any violation of

= IRFAN ANSARI |
JHARKHAND HEALTH MINISTER

A DGCA team investigates the
remains of the air ambulance
that crashed in Chatra

hi's Ganga Ram Hospital for
treatment of burnssuffered in
an LPG cylinder explosion on
Feb16. Among the seven crash
victims were Sanjay's wife Ar-
chana Deviand the couple’ste-

enage nephew Dhruv Kumar
The family had taken loans
and borrowed from relatives
to fund Sanjay's treatment.

» Journey to death', P 26

British Airways team in
Nagpur for alrcraft checks

»Continued fromP 1

shifted to a premium

hotel, and a team of
engineers from British Air-
ways arrived in Nagpur
late evening.

It was learnt that the
airlines had contacted Air
India’s mainienance, re-
pair and overhaul (MRO)
depot at Mihan-SEZ and
sought technical help.
However, the airlines did
not revert to MRO's query
on the aircraft's technical
specifications. The
crounded plane also had to
cover the crew’s mandato-
ryrest hours, sources said.

Onthe GPSreset, sourc-
es said it was the mecha-
nism that guided the air
craft from point to point.

r lﬂw passengers were

Aniruddhaszingh Dinore

GROUNDED

Though not much was
divulged by the airline, it
needed recalibration be-
fore take-off.

Last week, the BA air-
craft flew to Portland, New
Orleans, Abu Dhabi and
Delhi before finally reac-
hing Nagpur, as per data on
aflight-tracking app.

“Adverse weather con-
ditions in Hyderabad led to
diversion of the aircraft to
Nagpur," aBritish Airways
spokesperson said.
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Chopper carrying 7 crashes
in Andaman waters, all safe

Third Charter Accident In Two Months, AAIB Initiates Probe

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: In India's third
charter aircraft accident this
vear, a Pawan Hans helicopter
carrying seven  persons
ditched inshallow watersnear
Maya Bunder in the Andaman
and Nicobar islands on Tues-
dav. Unlike the two other fatal
accidents involving non-
scheduled operators, all pas-
sengersand crew inthe Pawan
Hans crash are safe.

The Pawan Hans Dauphin
N3 helicopter (VT-PHY) took
off from Sri Vijaya Puram
(PortBlair)at8.30am, said Pa-
wan Hans in a statement. The
aircraft landed at Rangat at
9.05am and departed again at
9.10am for Maya Bunder.

“The helicopter ditched
about 300m short of the Maya
Bunder helipad in shallow
sea water at 9.30am. There
were five passengers with
two crew on board,” the com-

Police personnel inspect the wreckage of the Pawan Hans Dauphin N3
helicopter that made a controlled emergency landing in the sea near
Maya Bunder, after developing a technical snag, on Tuesday

panysaid,addingall on board
were “safely retrieved”.

An aviation source said,
“Officials from Directorate
General of Civil Aviation, Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau, and Pawan Hansreac-
hed the islands; some will re-
ach by tomorrow. AAIB has
initiated an investigation.”

The aircraft, a Eurocopter
Dauphin (5365), operating
with call sign PH2, was com-
manded by Capt Anil Janu,
with Capt T P § Gulia as co-pi-
lot. Tt reportedly maintained
an altitude of 2,500 feet after
departure from Rangat for
Maya Bunder “The last
known position of the aircraft

before ditching was near Dho-
bidera,” said a source,

Over 12 hours before this
accident, another crash oceur-
red in Jharkhand in which an
air ambulance operated by Re-
dbird Airways crashed and ki-
lled all seven people on board.

Less than a month ago, on
Jan 28, a Learjet aircraft oper-
ated by VSR Ventures crashed
during landing at Baramati
airport, killing Maharashtra’s
then deputy CM Ajit Pawar
and four others. Apartfromac-
cidents involving non-sched-
uled operators, there was an-
other accident involving a fly-
ing club, Redbird Aviation.

Also, earlier this month, a
Cessna 172 (VT-EUC) belong-
ing to Redbird Aviation, a fly-
Ing training organisation,
crash-landed in Vijayapura
after it ran out of fuel. The in-
structor and the trainee pi-
lots sustained serious inju-
ries but survived.
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Ajit crash: DGCA grounds 4 Learjets
operated by VSR after special audit

Times News NETWoORK

Mumbai: Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation has orde-
red the immediate grounding
of four Learjet 40/45 aircraft
operated by VSR Ventures fol-
lowing a special safety audit
after a Learjet 45 operated by
the charter company crashed
in Baramati on Jan 28, Killing
Maharashira deputy CM Ajit
Pawar and four others.

The regulator said a mul-
tidisciplinary audit team
found “several non-compli-
ance of approved procedures
in the organisation in the ar-
ea of airworthiness, air safe-
ty, and flight operations”.

“Inview of the non-compli-

3,000 hours of records unavailable: Rohit

CP (5P) MLA Rohit Pawar on Tuesday alleged hours of aircraft

maintenance and flving records of the Learjet aircraft
involved in the Baramati crash are unavailable, raising questions
over the probe. Rohit posted on X: “Shocking
information has surfaced that out 5000 hours of
records at VSR, only 1800-2000 hours of records are
available, while the remaining 3000 hours of
records are simply notavailable.” He wrote, “Is
theinguiry being deliberately delayed to allow
tampering or fabrication of these missingrecords
ior\.r'SR"‘ He also raised concerns over coordination between
agencies: “If VSR's owner has come to India, didn't DGCA deemiit
necessary to inform CID? Seeing the collusion between DGCAand
VSR, and lack of coordination between agencies, it has become clear
Ajit Dada holds no value intheir eyes..." = Chaitanya Marpakwar

tiate corrective measures by
immediatelv grounding Lear-
jet40/45 aireraft with registra-

ances observed, and consider-
ing the gaps in maintenance
procedures, it is decided to ini-

tion VT-VRA, VT-VRS, VT-
VRY, and VT-TRI till contin-
ued airworthiness standards
arerestored,” said DGCA.

Deficiency reporting
forms for the identified areas
have been issued to the Delhi-
based operator. It has been
asked to submit a root-cause
analysis on the non-compli-
ances for further assessment
by DGCA. Further regulato-
ry action will depend on the
operator’s response and res-
toration of compliance with
prescribed standards, it said.

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau is expect-
edtocome out withits prelim-
inary report inte the fatal
crash before Feb 28,
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Aviation regulator mulls stricter
Ines, safety ranks for charter ops

Move Aimed At Enforcing
Zero-Tolerance Policy: DGCA

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Jolted by two
crashes involving small
charter aircraft within a
month that killed 12 people,
India may soon rank non
scheduled operator permit
(NSOP) or charter and pri-
vate jet operators based on
their safety record.

While this ranking is pro-
posed to be released on the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation's (DGCA) website,
operators will now mandato-
rily have to disclose “eritical
safety information on their
websites, including aircraft
age, maintenance history,
and pilot experience.”

This will be done to en-
sure people are “fully in-
formed about the standards”
of the aireraft they charter.

Also, there will now be
stricter penalties for oper-
ators violating norms re-
garding aircraft or crew
utilisation. While pilots
found violating flight duty
time limitations (FDTL) or

attempting to land below
safety minima may face li-
cense suspensions of up to
five years, operators not
meeting compliance stan-
dards will have their licens-
es suspended.

The regulator Tuesday
metall NSOPorcharter/pri-
vate jet operators to “ad-
dress a recent surge in avia-
tion incidents” and empha-
sise on “critical need for in-
creased focus on safety”
Non-adherence to standard
operating procedures
(SOPs), inadequate flight
planning, and training defi-
ciencies were identified and
the primary cause of acci-
dents at this meeting.

Following the meet, the
DGCA issued “new mea-
sures aimed at enforcing a
zero-tolerance  policy  to-
ward safety compromises
within the NSOP sector.™

Prioritising safety
over commercial inter-
ests: The regulator has
directed that safety must
supersede all commercial
considerations, charter

iStock

While pilots found violating flight duty time
limitations or attempting to land below safety
minima may face license suspensions of up to
five years, operators not meeting compliance
standards will have their licenses suspended

commitments or VIP
movements. It reaffirmed
that the pilot-in-command’s
decision to divert, delay,
or cancel a flight for
safety reasons is final and
must be respected by oper-
ators without commercial
consequences.

Enhanced oversight
and accountability: Apart
from DGCA doing safety
ranking of NSOPs and the
latter disclosing their fleet
and crew information, the
regulator will conduct in-

creased random cockpit
voice recorder (CVR) audits
and cross-verify fuel re-
cords, and technical logs to
detect unauthorised oper-
ations or falsifying of data.
“Accountable managers
and senior leadership will
be held personally respon-
sible for systemic non-com-
pliances, safety lapses can-
not simply be blamed on pi-
lots,” the regulator savs.
There will now be increased
monitoring of older aircraft
and those undergoing own-

ership changes. NSOPs that
run their own maintenance,
repair, and overhaul (MRO)
facilities will be audited.
“Those found lacking ade-
quacy will be required to
outsource maintenance to
approved organisations.”

The regulator has found
weatherrelated accidents
are “often the result of poor
judgment rather than un-
predictability of weather"”
Operators are mandated to
establish real-time weather
update systems and strict
compliance of established
SOPs. Additionally, recur-
rent training for pilots must
have greater emphasis on
weather awareness strate-
gies and decision-making in
uncontrolled environments.

To address systemic
weaknesses in  decision-
making and to ensure oper-
ational discipline, the regu-
lator is implementing sever-
alimmediate measures.

A seniorofficial who was
at the meeting said: “The
message is clear to NSOP
operators: Either operate
with 100% compliance of all
norms or surrender your
licence and go home. They
have to fall in line or be out
of business.”
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2 planes had
taken off from
Ranchi minutes

before crash

New Delhi: Two aircraft, one
each of Air India and IndiGao,
had taken off safely from
RanchiMonday night around
the same time as the ill-fated
air ambulance that crashed
soon after getting airborne.
Afterclimbing to6,000feet,
the pilots of the air ambu-
lance had sought weather
deviation from Kolkata ATC
and then the Beechcraft C30
aircraft VT-AJV crashed.
Ranchi was having bad
weather in terms of rains and
thunder storm at that time,
with cumulonimbus (thun-
derstorm)clouds at 3,000 feet,
An IndiGo aircraft had
taken off eight minutes before
the air ambulance crashed.
“After getting airborne
and in a couple of minutes
when the IndiGo aircraft
was about 37 km away from
Ranchi airport, it had re-
quested a right turn to avoid
weather,” sources said.
Unfortunately, the small
air ambulance crashed just
eight minutes after the rela-
tively bigger airliners had
flown away safely in this
weather. The ill-fated Beech-
craft Co0 of Redbird Airways
PvtLitd was operatingasan air
ambulance from Ranchi to
Delhi.— Saurabh Sinha
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TWOCRASHES. TDIE,TSURVIVE -

,'.

Thewreckage of an air ambulance thatcrashed inJharkhand's Ehatra and {I:lelnv.':la hE! icopter that crashdanded in the.ﬂndarnansea il

3 SR AMRITSAR PILOT AMONG DEAD
"-‘__h. ’ = All seven persons, including co-pilot Captain
HE=== Y | Swarajdeep Singh of Amnitsar, on board an air
i . i:.,_ - | ambulance that crashed in Jhadthand's Chatma

district were confimrmed dead on Tuesday DGCA
| officials have begun a probe into the acddent.

[ Meanwhile, a helicopter camying seven persons
| erash-landed into the sea after it developed a
.| snap just 300 metres away from Mayabunder
helipad in the Andaman and Nieobar Islands.
| All passengers were rescued. BACK PAGE



R e b 'tthn"rr;:aza_ulﬁqm

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE DELHI 25 FEERUARY 2026

Baramati crash fallout:
DGCAgrounds4 1 earjets

NEW DELHI, FEERUARY 24

The Directorate General of

Civil Awiation (DGCA) on
Tuesday ordered the immedi-
ate grounding of four Leaget
4045 aireraft operated by VSR
Ventures Pyt Lid following a
special safety audit triggered
by the January 28 crash at
Bammati. The accddent had
killed five persons, including
Maharashtra's then Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar,
The regulator said the audit
was conducted after the crash
of the Tearjet 45(VESSE), and
the opemtor's complianee
arross key safety areas was
examined, Acconding to the
DGCA the multi-disciplinary
audit team found “non-com-
pliance of several approved
procedures” within the organ-
isation, particularly in areas

Finds non-compliance
of several procedures

related to airworthiness, air
safety and flight operations,

Inview ofthe paps identified.
the repulator has directed VER
Ventures to ground its Learjet
4045 aircraft, repistered as VI
VRAVIVRS VEVRV and VT
TRI till required corrective
measumes are  implemented
and airworthiness standards
are restored The DGCA has
also issued deficency report-
ing forms to the operator, ask-
ing it to submit a detailled root
cause analysis of the identified
non-comphances. The find-
ings will be assessed before
any further decision was tak-
en, said an offidal. — TNS
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Jkhand flight meant to savelite crashes, 7 dead

SHEKHAR SINGH

FIBPNI AW S8 RV

NEW DELHI, FERRUARY 24

A medical evacuation flight
meant to save a life ended
indevastation inthe forests
of JTharkhand, claiming sev-
en lives, including co-pilot
Captain Swarajdeep Singh
of Amritsar,

Az g team from the Direc-
totnte Genveral of Cial Adatbon
(DGCA) reached Lhe crish ate
iri Chaitra district on Thesday,
seenes of grief unfolded at hos-
pital ax the bodes were handed
over to relatives afler post-
mortiem esmmination,

The Beecheralt CO0 aimerafl.
operated by Redbind Arways
Pvt Lid and registered as VT-
ATV, had token off flom
Ranchi at 19:11 IST on Mon-
day, hended for Delhion ooril-
ical air ambulance mission
The sircraft estahlished con-

- tact with Kollata air tmffic

| contral, bt communication
was abruptly lost around 1934
IST. Raodor signals disap-
peared roughly 100 noutical
miles south-east of Viranas,

The wrecknge was later
fournd in Knsariva panchaval
deep inside a forested area
with no dirert road access On

DGCA steps up audits amid surge inmishaps

£ j

Tuesday, mvestigators gath-
ered datements from il
lngers who said the sircmift
appeared  to lose  halance
moments before  crashing.
Wit her was also reported to
b poor, with Bght rain, adding
to the uncertainty around the
covige behind the cengh

Resrue eams from the SSB
desscribed the opermition as and
logistically difficult. Second in
Commurgl Hueresh Kumar
said the site was nearly 2 km
inside a dense forest. By the
time teams renched, all people
o bosrd husd died.

Amrlk Singh, father of copiiot Ca ptain
Swarajdesp Sngh (inset), in Amrlisar @

Meanwhile, the DGCA on
Tuesday announced stricter
safiety mensures for non-
seheduled operators follow-
ing a high-level meeting,

The decision comes after two
crashes wene reported withina
manth, induding the January
28 aecident that dsmed the
life of Maharashtra Deputy
CM Ajit Powar, and the or
ambulance crash yesterday:
The regulstor said the meet-
ing was held following a
“recent surpe inavistion nci-
dents” and stressed the need
for incrensed foous on safety:

Amritsar pilot
among J'’khand
crashvictims

CHARANDIT SINGH TEIA
TRANIFGE & Dws. S acd

AMRITSAR, FEERUARY 2 4
City-bassd pilot Swarajdeep
Singh (31) was flving the air
ambulance that erashed i
Jharkhand. The aircraft
reportedly went down while
operating a medical emer-
geney flight, leaving no sur-
vivors. As news of his death
reachisd home Iate ot night a
pall of gloom descended on
the Gobindd Nagararea on Sul-
tarmwind Road here,

Swarnjdeep hod joined o i
vae firm providing medical
emerpency serviees in New
Dehi around seven months
o, Marrked two years ago, he
5 survived by his parents, wife
il a urmonth-old son,

His father Armrik Singh said
Swamdeep had et for duty
just twn davs ago. As per the
Eimily, it wag his routine to call
before take-off and again after
lnding. The family wailed for
his call amund 7 pm, but by 10
pm his phone was s iched of T
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