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HYDERABAD

Metro set to link
Hyderabad airport

with Future City

HYDERABAD, FEB. 23

Commuters will be able to
reach the proposed
Future City from the
Shamshabad airport in
Just 40 minutes om the
newly proposed Metro
Rail corridor.

The route, about 40 km
long, will begin at the air-
port terminal, pass by the
proposed Metro  Rail
depot, and follow the air
port’s boundary wall for
about 5 km along the
Mansanpally Road before
reaching Pedda Golconda
ORR Exit.

“Two high-profile sta-
tions are being planned at

ahadurguda Pedda
Goleonda to facilitate the
development of 1500
acres of povermment land
at Bahadurguda into a
world-class hub,” said
NS, Reddy managing
director of the Hyderahas
Airport Metro Lid
(HAML).

He was outlining the
project plans on Sunday
during an inspection of
the survey work for the
Metro Rail corridor from
the airport to the under-

construction Skill
University at
Meerkhanpet.

From Pedda Goleconda
Exit, the track will run on
an elevated corrider for
about 14 kilometres along
the ORR, gaa.s.stng through
Tukkugu and
Raviryala exits. Bevend
Raviryala, it will transi
tion into an “at grade®
corridor built at road
level — while heading to
the Skill University at
Meerkhanpet.

This section will tra-
verse Hongara Kalan,
Lemiir, Timmapur, Rach-
alur, Gummadavelll, and
Panjaguda, running alo-
ng the 22-metre-wide cen-
tral median of the 100-

oy

New metro line with
three-lane carriageways.

metre-wide  greenfield
road being developed by
HMDA. The line will be
flanked by threelane
main carrlageways and
service roads on either
side.

Reddy emphasised that
largescale infrastructure
projects initiated by the
Congress overnment
will drive Hyderabad and
Telangana's growth_ "Just
as the successful imple-
mentation of the §%-km
first phase Metro Rail —
built as the world's largest
public-private  periner-
snip with an investment
of about &,'22,000 crore —
HAML will collaborate
with HMDA, TSIIC, and
government agencies to
bring these new projects
to life,” he said,

“HAML i= preparing
detailed project reports
(DPRs). It will be a key
driver in the development
of Future City, which will
span approximately
15,000 acres. With green
corridors along iis route,
the city is envisioned to
be pollution-free, aligning
with Chiefl Minister
Revanth Reddy's vision,”
he stated.

The DPRs for the Future
City Motro Corridor
along with the North City
Medchal and Shamirpet
corridors, are expected to
be completed by March-
end and will be submitt
to the Centre after secur-
ing state government
approval,
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ON THE RUNWAY Ministry floats note; process
likely to be complete by the end of FY26

Govt Puts Airport
Privatisation Plan

In Flight Mode Again

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: India has restarted
the process of privatising 13 air-
ports as the government aims to
shore up revenue from asset mo-
netisation. People aware of the
development said that the mini-
stry of civil aviation has circula-
ted a note on inter-ministerial
consultation on privatising 13
airports. The government aims
to complete the process by end of
FY26, they said.

During the budget presented on
February 1, Union finan-
ce minister Nirmala Sit-
haraman said that 10
lakh crore worth of as-
sets would be monetised
in the next five years as
a second instalment of the Natio-
nal Monetisation Plan.

The Centre has earmarked a to-
tal of 25 airports for asset moneti-
sation over the years 2022 to 2025
under the National Monetisation
Pipeline. The board of Airport
Authority of India(AAI)had clea-
red the names of 13 airports for
the second round of airportpriva-
tization under the BJP govern-
ment in 2021. Following that the
ministry of civil aviation had pre-
pared a Cabinet note. However,
the list was reduced to 11 airports
as the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment objected to the privatisation
of Raipur and Indore airports.

For the first time, the govern-
ment had clubbed seven smaller
airports with six big airports for
the privatisation process. Follo-
wing that Varanasi was clubbed
with Kushinagar and Gava; Am-
ritsar with Kangra; Bhubanes-
war with Tirupati, Raipur with
Aurangabad, Indore with Jabal-
pur and Tiruchirappalli with
Hubli. The previous National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment took the step after it faced
criticism that the policy of priva-
tising profit-making airports is
saddling AAI with economically
unviable airports and fostering
monopoly in the sector; govern-

Action Mode

2021: Airport
p -3 Authority of
i@l 'ndia board
o i cleared names
el of 13 airports
WhEGEUIE for second
0 FLYY 3 round of airport
L LI nrivatisation

List was later reduced to
11 airports as MP objected
to Raipur & Indore airports

7 smaller
airports
clubbed with 6

— big airports for
il , privatisation

1h process
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ment is plan-
ning to rewrite how airports ha-
ve been privatised in the country.

“The finance ministry has sug-
gested that all ministries related
topreparealistof infrastructure
project pipelineforthenextthree
years. This is expected to shake
up the slowing investments in
the public privat partnership ro-
ute. Airport monetisation is a
key part of that plan,” a senior
government official said.

However, executives of infrast-
ructure companies and private
equity funds that ET spoke to sa-
id that there may be muted inter-
est in bidding for the airports un-
less the government sweetens
the deal. They said that the size
of airports that are being taken
up for privatisation are low
which means interest from inves-
tors will be limited. Clubbing
them with unviable airports will
make it more unattractive.,

“Private equity investors want
up and running assets which
they can run efficiently and give
return. They are not in the busi-
ness of developing assets,” said a
manager of aprivate equity fund
which has invested in infrastruc-
ture assets in India.
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DGCAto review
readiness of
Navi Mumbai
airport today

NITIN KUMAR & SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, February 24

THE DIRECTORATE GEMNERAL of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) will meet key
stakeholdersof NaviMumbai Inter-
national Airport (NMIAL) on Tues-
day to assess the airport’s opera-
tional preparedness for obtaining
an aerodrome licence.

ADGCA aerodrome licence isan
official certification confirming
that an airport meets all necessary
safety, operational and infrastruc-
tural requirements to conduct air
transport operations.

NMIAL, Adani Airport Holdings
(AAHL), the City and Industrial
Development Corporation of
Maharashtra(Cidco),and represen-
tatives from the Airports Authority
ofIndia (AAl),are expected toattend
the meeting. The Navi Mumbai Air-
port is managed by NMIAL, a joint
venture between AAHL and Cidco.

Sources said that this meeting
was prompted by the rejection of
NMIAL's aerodrome licence appli-
cation, submitted in December
2024, due to non-compliance with
regulatory guidelines.

Meanwhile, the DGCAhas also
received an application foran aero-
drome licence from Noida Interna-
tional Airport. Yamuna Interna-
tional  Airport (YIAPL), a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Zurich
Airport International AG, has
appliedforthelicence,whichiscur-
rently under review.

Continued on Page 10
FINANCIAL EXPRESS &
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DGCA toreview readiness of
Navi Mumbai aerort today

BOTH AIRPORTS REQUIRE
DGCA cortification to com
mence commercia opemti ons,
The subuniccion of thelr applica-
tons signalsthat theyare near-
ing operational readiness

Both airports have suwooess
fullycompl eted their forst thight
vahidation test &, which included
technical assessments, takeofi,
and hnding manoeuvres on
l|1r|:| s li'l.'n,- n||1w.1}':..'|.|'.-'1|:|||.1
tion flights — also known as
provingtliphts — am acritical

reviewed by the DGCAaspartof

partof thecertifimtion process,
ensuring compliance with
safety, operational and reliab-
ity standards. Data collected
digring these tests will be

its evaluation Regulatory

approval for asmodrome loences

typically takesup to 90 days,
Both alrports have expert

enced delays intheir commas
sivning. Similardy, Mamd Mumbai
Intemational Alrport has faced
multi ple delays, Most recently,
theAdan Group stated that the
airportisset for commissioni ng
inAprl Both airportsare coocial
in decongesting existing air
travel hubsand enhancng con-
nectivity, MMIAs first phasswill
accommod te over 20 million
s mrl.gt\-rs.'u:lunau}-, r1]_1,1.rv:!
ing to 90 million passengers
and 1.5 million tonne cargo by
2032, Noida Intermational Air-
port will initially serve 12 mil-
liom passengers peryEar, witha
futurecapac ity of upto 70 mil-
[ passengers,
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MUMBAI

Pal

ar-Boisar set

for infra boom with
proposed airport

B halchand m Chorghade

Pl BLINEA

Mumbadz peripheral regiom
are an the cwp of trans-
lormative  growth. with
Palghar and Bokar emerging
as by meal emate and indus-
trial bt The govemmeni
his initmied steps (0 etablid
a third airport in Mumbai
Metropobtan Region (MMR)
at Palghar, conplemeniting
the upcoming des=p-water
partm thearen Alongside the
Murnbad Trans Harbowr Lmic
bullet train corridor. and
ather mrsructure prgecis
this inoveds ex pecied 1 acosd-
erie urbanisaism, Tl'\'.lhﬂl_,-‘,
the region an alimctive dests-
nation & bath businesses
and homebuyers

The propmed airpart &
partof a larger vision (o pasi-
van Palghar as Mumbad 30°
am extenson of thecity's rpid
expanson The Malorashea
Adrpan Developmeni
Comparne (MADC] has cam-
menced a pre-feasibdiny s mdy
10 asven Lthe viability of the
P ject. Swati Pancley, g
ing divecwr of MADC, stated,
“The comsulams will deter-
muine wihot i feasible @ the
area This is a far step by the
FoernmeT”

Real estate develapen: are
opumistic shout the regioni
prospeds Prashant
Khanidelwal. presdent aof
CRED\FMCIT Pabstisr
Bakiar Unil noed that the
inkrasiructure  panh would
catah@e demmnd somws s come
mencial residentinl  and
Inchtrial segmena “Toisar
PPalkghar s mpidy emergimg o
a real esvate hotspol Along
with the proposed airport
the Vadhawan Port =4 b be
Indink brpesi. will enlance
irads routes for Mumnbas

k

1
!
|
IB
b
r

B Palghar and Boisar
areset for rapid growth

B Government plans for
a third airport, a deep-
water port, and
improved
infrastructure

# The sirport is part of
the vision to
Palghar ‘Mumbai 3.0,

® Feasibility study
underway by the
Maharashtra Airport
Developiment Comparny
(MADC)

MNashik, and Surel Improved
ecomectvity will open upnew
micro-markets and attract
mational and nkemationl
usnesess " Khand ehwal sadd

With its afiordable prop-
ey mies compared o
Mumiad and Thane, Bodar
has abready gained wractian
arong honebuyvers and
mvestars. The areals social
mirastruciure -comprising
ook, hospiiale. sl and
commrercid bubs - hos made
it a sl-mntainmg commm-
ity Addisomlly. the govesmi-
men'’s plan for a spons om-
plex in North Munbad prom-
s 10 peterale ﬂrlpl‘ntrv_'ﬂt
and Turther fuel urban devel-
apamenL

The cmoeept of a third air-
port m MM R has been in dis-

ausgon for several yearn
Former chiel minister
Liddhaw Thacksra had

expled potertinl oatiom
in Keha-Mahim or Dapchari

24 FEBRUARY 2025
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JEWAR: THE MAKING OF
ANEW PROPERTY MARKET

inadiunna s reees
TSR BE pGAL L

hen Samleep Roushal
tinde] buis wiilfe Pocja than
ketr appdication to by
a phot near the Nodda
Imirmmatinmm] Airportm
Jewar did nod make i in (ke heckoy dram,
shewas upsst
Thee Baishals, whin ve inia memtal span-
mend i Greater Nodda, Uiisr Pradesh,
were s the aver B, GO0 applicants
lor resielential plots akang the Yamona
Expresswary, a WiS-km stretch comniecting
direater hoida with Agra. 'There werr andy
Il bt available i e he schense Lnnched
iy the Yammna Expressway Industrial
Drevedopmment Authority (Y eirdsd
*We agiplivd for o 200 square metre
et wbmic by wornnded ool s B52 lakd In
tireater Mulda vr Nodrki, lamd is soled
mainky throgh ol auetims o haedl]-
ers The ¥l shme wasa good oppor-
tumity dor people likeusiobuy aplot. We
will apply again when thelrnest scheme
opens,” Hamshal srid
Eariier et year, Yeirs hol Lanmcied
amother scheme with 5460 plois. That
sche=me stiracied over J00 K applica-
tioms. A third one is sgpected 1o be
tamnched soon
The tremsendous respanse Y elda's
housing scheemes & & testamsent o the
wrge in demand forproperty inthe anm.
Tt demnd has been diven bya single
fmctor the upoomi Im Jenar, a
muutlm1|ulr:msl:.'rgnal.1:rr%:::'rtdrd1.
Heal estate expens belire that ance
aperational, the new airport will be a
gamechanger, not anly for real esesie
al gy i b Expressaay, hut also bn Gneser
Nobdaand Noida.

ALALTY GAMECHANGER

E'rrn. alter the Yamuna Expressway
opened over 3 decade agn, the real

estaie market around i never ook of.

Dt i lanmechs oo large irwwnsdups amd

derent connecitoay, the lhabiliiy quo-

tiemt in the ane ws quest ooahle

That percepiion changed with the new
airport. Suddenly, lewar hecame a
scaighi-afier maret Last Sepiember. the
ittar Praclesh grvermment approved Mas-
Arer Plam- 20 80, bereetf cn witich all ineus-
trtal and urbuis deviks ment srousd the
%ol infermaticnal airpon, oo inareas
alumg the Expresaway, will happen

Ir's a2 s pilam rvesdviegg 5 C0K hec-
tares ol Lanad anadl several mega prujects.
Vast expanses of empiy e in the ane
bear siznboards for varions imdustrial
ks, such as Medical device park’. Data
cenire park’, Apparel padk’, Semi-oon-
churtor park”. Thereisalsoa Filo Ciry oons-
ing . M frtmring s of compuniss
anch s lriva Giodd, Blilamoand Avery Den-
nbsare are abready up and ronming.

“Theairport s expected ohaee 2 mull-
e it o the read estaie and iosrsm
sectins. Weareal mesdy witne o
this. The demand for all Immn]
et including resideniial, commeeroial,
and inclusirial i subet aerially bigh, * said
Nand Gopal Gupts Mandi, minister for
imifusirial develogument. export promo-
i, NRE aml mvestment promution,
Uttar Pradesh.

The pmmise ol development bhas
alrescly impacted prices. A recent repon
by properny alvisery Colliers India said
Lamed prices in the area have shat mp 40%
over {he st five vears.
O fopaf that, prices in
amil aroismd lewar are
oo o mee S0 by
%0 thands to the alr-
jpurt, mero rail exten-
sion and themed ity
prujecis. The advisory
firm reporied average
lamd proce af Jewar, in
A, an T 000 per s
ft—higher than many
hoi micro markeis o ldia, incloding
1semgabur's Dhivlebaba b poom {5 S04

* bewar is rapidly trapsforming lmo a
rominent investment destination and
the upennsd g alipeort & el i
bt ﬁ'lnlrh:rnﬂ ik ‘l.ld.rim “the
Colliers repaon said

By infrastrctim: projeois sach sair-
jomishanve the abality o/l ppssmmand-
ey ks, o istance, the new
abrpsesrt i Moy, Gioes crenivetla brd-buying
ey I has to be seew i the Jewar and
Sk Muhal real esiate markets take of
hevaser ofthelrairpors. Hoth are
schedaled o be imammrated on @7 April

al [Ewer

27000 per

thanr

THE FUTURE IS HERE
Omlwﬂdth!'fﬂ:uﬂ'hrmpmmd
m Cireater Moo featums o patmiing
ol 3 rhanst prange seroplene agansd @ bilue
sk, with Moids International Airpaort’
writtenon i The painting ako features ile
airpart's logn, 2 Sams oanein Sight. The
e, whilch is the workd's talles fying

Codiers india pegped

1Nne averaiE AN pnce

TROIC markess i inds

Demand for real estate in the area has taken off thanks to the Noida International Airport

Aty ity's atfice compound in Greater Hoida

Biiml, beas o nairal habi i the wet lamils
af Liitar Pradesh, whiens i isihe staie bind

Inside ihe office the corridors are bus-
ifing. There svisdile urgency as ewcn-
s msh o one room i ehe-other e
mimgstacksod flles. New projen schemes
e bt finalizerd: temeders for plotied and
Thnissing presperts are being oplosded on
the agency's webwsiter o acquisition
pruposalsare being semt; thene are hack -
i lraach oreset pags e bl b o iifferem rocams:
aver romls of glager iea

Shailersdra Riatis medelelficer, Nolds
litermatisnal Alrpon, savs a new city s
Bsestr bl in bewoar gt the-surmounding
areas Lanee the alrpon is opermioeal, and
ather develoqime o s talve shape_ pwill be
ik Gireater Nosida—a planmed dity witha
ot of gresnery

“Infact, we e tried Evhetteri oo
el B oresnt e Nl ® sl Bharina, whin
s bveemassatated with the Jewar deved -
aiment projec sieee 2007, the vear Prine

izter Mo laidd 1 b fommdatins stime
o the airpeart.

Hhatia poimied ot the- Y somm Egpress
way maserplan belind him w show the
sralle of what is being
plmmed. Yeila's mattn
Fumre ds here s prievi el
it bulsl. Thie emitre area

e dlong the Yamuna
2004 at Espressway up il
5 fr, ghee Jewar has been demar-

culed sctor-wise,

“Thae alrpart will be &
major driver for indns-
tries. Evenyone wants 2
plere of laml; whatever
langd we have auctionsd oc alloiied
ko lotiery bas heen takenup. Mo
Rarul meweds i be acrpuiresd for many other
projeciswe are planning,” said Bhatia

Yeida's plams are ambiiious. Besitles
il mamy projrcissapctioned, there an:
muore im the pipedine. A detailed projen
gt bss b prepaned fora fintech ity
o thelimes ol CGiLFT City bm Cgarm. Lasd
has been earmarked—and needs 1o be
actpuires]— fior Japareses mnd Rorean o s
ers. A propesal fora LO00-acre lngisties
dmhlu‘Lu.'lrldpu‘k.u Tappal, 203 froan
b sirport, has been made. The list is
endless. However, the entire plan
depenils an one key component G,
mad itk acoisition

Ay Mol

LAMD ACOLHSITION
ihramt Kimar s giving ibe sign-
Bsnarel iof his car repair shog, bess
than a kilometre from the tew airport
terminal site, & fresh coat ol paint. *Near
Jewar alinpont gate” has been added to

‘Kisharepuor, Gawiam Doddha Nugar,
Jewar' on ibie signage

Veldcles mhing a lefi iona fromY annem
Exgpressuay irmarcls the airpor passbyva
namher of small repair shaops and ea
stalls. humar has had his nepair shopdor
four years now, bl basiness has ooly
mickeil @pin the last vear orso

“The v of cans sl brucks in this
v huss goneap a bt snid many stop by
[or someservice or the other, Myinoomes
has mare tham douiled Onee ke airpon
upeenes, (i willl g even beber. | henve beand
that mamy spartnsent conplexes aeal
hterbse widll oone g nearby. Bat right now,
wroran mah s lind evenywhens,” hessad.

The fewar-Yamums Expressnay mas
terpiln fitswedlinto whad 8 well-plammed
reaf esrate anarket shodd ook Eke. B
mmich al the plan is @il oo paper aml
sperma it Frinristic becmse most pro-
jects are still ot the land stage, eftbher o
acajuire tor begin construction

IhiremdraSingh, memberolthe Uicar

Prastesh Legishitve Assemibly from Jewar,
hass pilayed am dmportant roke inthe media
i bertvwoeen firmers and the LT govers-
mees ot Lane] acwuisition

“Chief nuinkier Yogi Aditvansh has
ineremsed i e s for sgreeubirad Lind jo
L4 500 gpuer seuare metre finchsd ing ihe
redullitation pachages for the third and
Toaaril phiases, from S50 per s meine
in the secomd phase. We have got 400%
sl from Ermens, ancdibe prooessis
L s Simgh. ~1t s important that the
lmnel soquisition happens smoothiy
hecnsse fenar will hisgely benefit from
the develspment plans.” he odilesd

Sanritigssh Kusmuar, vice chairmem at A
el Property Crosssabiani said thatwile
s v fomnd fanvour with imoestors,
e bramsing sehemes ane oimed at end-
e, annad i i st oo 1 e alrpan
s funcinnal

RESIDEMTIAL BUILDUR

tds by o i Y anuama Ciiy’, &

towrmship sprawled vver 250 acmes,
anppestt e L Pl bl enaant sonal Chrenit
manior racing track aloog 1he Yamuna
Expressway. Back in 2043, develaper
Cianrs Girnup haid boughai he end_ which
was et of Jaypee Sports City, for Q1500
orore: from Jayper Grnoup

Itwasakhit ofa futuristic bt Thespite the
apenimn of the Expresway. commectivity
ami prsd s, the sres beyomd Gireater
Nehida and Nl Extension never really
(e s B s ooty muarbost.

Mow_ with ibe uproming Sewarairport,
and Yeida's amhitious development
plans, developers are againlooking at ibe

it
FHORT
STORY

WHAT

Thougt the ‘Yamons: Expresswrn:
opened overadecads agn,
the resl skt ke amand
it reer (oo off despie
the launch of large Eorerships
o der et correstivily

AND

The ivataiiity quolisnt slong
the expresswary was
opesbiorabile wit i rmesion
rathes than end s,
dirmving the markst, =ading
ounocrupied housng
]

NOW

Reaty experts bebeve that
e operabonal, he nes
arport it e will e
pamesrhanpe for el edate
aloig the expres sy
Greater Moda and Moxda

s Eopresewa y moor-mariet Afier
ey veans, Giaurs Gironphid fora plot in
Velift's recent e-auction of groap hos-
ingpikents, mndwos absorilisted Fifteen bid-
dere bid for five plois. undersconmg ibe
risiny elemand.

“Just ke the tmpact an Gansgram
after Manati s up iis pla thene, the anes
armund Vamuna Expressway amil the
Mol airport has huge podential. Given
thie Er betver infrastruchare, et con-
nectivity, and Y eda's large notified land
tienhe, it haws Bmge: potential as a real psite
market. " sabd Mo Gaer, charman and
imamuging direcior, Geurs Group The
ronmpany wantsio indally getinio hoos-
img and will explire malls aned educa-
lignal projects laier.

Some are revisiting projecis i vene
launcheid mach earlier. Fvpes Group,
whose real sstate arm Isvpes Infriech
Lad (ML wasdechred insolvent, owned
lepe bamid parcels along the Yamama
Expresoway snd li large tewnships.
L, which was tmhen over by Surakshs
firmup st vear via msobvency proceed-
Ingrs, s o oo ket ingrimn plotied devel -
apmeswith unsakd ivemny along ke

Expressay, The projert swilll b bannched
ufieribiey ged HERA revalidatinmn

Phawugh a Godne Properides, THLF or
Frestige Gy bs vet o enier ibe ares,
regiual developers.ane alnsdy making a
besstine for thie Yetd e-auctions. Residen-
tial projecis an these lands will be
Enumchyed i the consing maobs.

.-'lMIll;lJanNﬂtrlmmﬁJ‘ffﬂl
e-miction st year, Eldeon Giroup hes
b shiorelisted e recest groupbons-
i -t e sl Manich bl Ehil-
ern's group chief sperating offieer, said
Eaned preess in the Expressway area ane
mdder comrol

“This eaillanafunible marker, wak
iervesanr sl end-user e in pots and
aparmends respectively. Not mmy hig
devedipeers wam iogo there vl Butit'sam
affordahle murket. whiese st hom: by
ers can v at a prive lower then otber
murkets, sl laswal “New buncbescan
Ie o i T e e s T o el i
|tmm+q' mlnrﬁrmalh'ls when it's
tough o sl bebowy 10000 =) B, becmse
Land prices are higher.”

Demand s picking up, attrsrimg
mvestors, and i1 will anly
increse lathe nex one-two
years. Prices off bousing, com:
mercial and indusirial plsis
e risem hetwesn 30-50M% i
the last fosr years.

“The Jewar Adrpon project
has significamiby impactedreal
estale i the surmoonding
regioms. Arees sl jaoent i the
mirpart site have expenencoed
rapld develspment, witl Ll
nouisidioen for bsth airpor related and
private projecis” seid Manish Agpar
wal. s g direcior, Northand
Ema Insdizat property advisory L1

The g thing is ¥ eids emsures timely
dievrdopameni of Lhe allotied plots, Aggar-
wial ardded. This means.an ooopanoy rer
Eificate must be obtained within thnee
years, aned if the huilding is no con-
srrucied, & e will be levied mmnomally om
ihe prensum of ke plod, which varies
Erexm % b %

MOAE IMFRASTRUCTURE HEEDED
e emire market song ibe Yamana
Expressway has largely heen bvees-
mor-driven s far, leading tohousng thar
bt grrarpiest, The mew minsan jsadrfver
fior read esaie, bt for end-nsers tncome
i, it needs more
“The chesmmd ks ggrscscd aved prices.of pluis
willrie fisrther bt what develnpers need
tnchoris hring bahitaron and oreme bvabil -
iy, by cresting socal infrestmctare o

enakir it 3 dessirabile market.” skl Jash Pan-
chansis exeoutive drector, 110

Giulsm #ia, pxecutive dizecior, Kmighi
Franls bnalin, saiel thent if conmnsencial ofios
aremut built, jub creatim, which isaritical
fior a real estate market 10 pedoom, does
miit happen, He cited the case of Mavi
Sdummhal, which hasabundant lend and s
oo #fforiabde than Msmbal, batisna
thriving office: nerket

A commmervisd business divinet, lke a
Thaniira Kards Coomgibes, s o be st o
Uitherwise, peugile willlive in Savi Mum-
sl i Jewar b i s afficreladblis, bk
thesy have to il farforwork, * o said

Comeedved i the 1570s as a siellie
ity mear Mumbal, Navi Mumbai has
rorwT mbo @ sioeabile property markes
with plamned infrastrucinre. It offiers
anffiera bl livings oo comypared i the
Einamcisl copital Mumbai, which remaies
thee miist e nsve nenl cstate mmrket in
the coumtry.

Ebespite the proximiny, S Ml
meever gained the pricing or premium sa-
tusthat Mumial’s real ssiate emioya. The
24 npeningofitbe Mismbai Trans Har-
borLimk Gilso called At Setal,
2 T2 ks EXprisewa) conmect-
iy Mavd Mnumhad amel Mumbad,
and naw, the Navl Mumbal
Internsisomnsl Adrport, could
give the selelliie ciiy 2 msch-
needed boost

N irmmjan Himmanckm. chair-
man, Hirmmamiani Ciroap,
bedieves thatihe cenire of grav-
ity wilk shift theere with the new

anil & shew of new pro-
jects heimg planned. *The Noira sirpori
may busve a slewer impact, bt the X
Mdlismbai strpaort will e ingpaciful the day
i stans,” opined Himnandani, whao is
eyl 5 sorweship in el

For denar, the commercial potentizlis
e But like Mavi Mumbai, ity macress
will depend om the developmemt of other
mfrastracture.

“lewar's real estaie market is desely
thed 1 thae timely commpbetion of ihe air-
ot e assssetai el indrsdroctre, inchd-
g Reglonal Bapid Tamsit System and
Mz Pl Transit System connectivity
s macoess depends Beaviby on b orea-
tion withan ihe regaon, which Yeids s
wenrlimg trwnrds.” saad JLL's Aggarwal

Thes grasil nerws ds that thisyear, the new
Faridabaul- lewar Expressoay, which will
comnent the NCH eity im Harvama do the
Skl abrport bnust 1520 mamies, will
gt ready Cince all of the mirastruchene in
the area is resdy and fanciioning, benar
may well come into fs onm
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No passengers, no planes, no benefits.
Pak’s newest airport is bit of a mystery

GWADAR (PAKISTAN):
With no passengers and no
planes, Pakistan’s newest and
most expensive airport is a bit
of a mystery. Entirely financed
by China to the tune of USD
240 million, it's anyone’s guess
when New Gwadar Interna-
tional Airport will open for
business.

Located in the coastal city
of Gwadar and completed in
October 2024, the airportisa
stark contrast to the impov-
erished, restive southwestern
Balochistan province around
it. For the past decade, China
has poured money into Balo-
chistan and Gwadar as part
of a multibillion dollar proj-
ect that connects its west-
ern Xinjlang province with
the Arabian Sea, called the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor or CPEC.

Authorities have hailed it
as transformational but there’s
scant evidence of change in

» CPEC has cotalysed a
decadeslong insurgency
in resource-rich and
strategically located
Balochistan

» Separatists, aggrieved by
what they say is state ex-
ploitation at the expense
of locals, are fighting for
independence

Gwadar. The city isn't con-
nected to the national grid
— electricity comes from
neighboring Iran or solar
panels — and there isn't
enough clean water.

An airport with a
400,000 passenger capacity
isn't a priority for the city’s
90,000 people.

“This airport is not for
Pakistan or Gwadar,” said
Azeem Khalid, an interna-

tional relations expert who
specializes in Pakistan-China
ties. “It is for China, so they
can have secure access for
their citizens to Gwadar and
Balochistan”

Caught between militants
and the military

CPEC has catalysed a
decadeslong insurgency in
resource-rich and strategically
located Balochistan. Separat-
ists, aggrieved by what they

say is state exploitation at the
expense of locals, are fighting
for independence — target-
ing both Pakistani troops and
Chinese workers in the prov-
ince and elsewhere.
Members of Pakistans
ethnic Baloch minority say
they face discrimination
by the government and are
denied opportunities avail-
able elsewhere in the coun-
try, charges the government

denies. Pakistan, keen to pro-
tect China’s investments, has
stepped up its military foot-
print in Gwadar to combat
dissent.

The city is a jumble of
checkpoints, barbed wire,
troops, barricades, and
watchtowers. Roads close at
any given time, several days a
week, to permit the safe pas-
sage of Chinese workers and
Pakistani VIPs.

Gwadar locals see little
benefit from Chinas CPEC,
with jobs scarce and heavy
security stoking resentment.
Many residents recall better
times before water shortages
and economic st:;]iggles.

Protests erupted over poor
living conditions but yielded
no progress. Security con-
cerns delayed the airport’s
inauguration, and locals were
excluded from jobs. Rising
militancy and government
crackdowns fuel tensions. Pl
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No passengers, no planes: Chma nded $240m Gwadar airport sits idle

Gwadar: With no passengers
and no planes, Pakistan’s ne-
west and most E'WFEI'ISI\E" air-
portisabit of amystery Entir-
ely financed by China to the tu-
neof $240million, it'sanvone's
guess when New Gwadar Inte-
rnational Airport will open
for business. Located in the co-
astal city of Gwadar and com-
pleted in Oct 2024, its a stark
contrast to the impoverished,
restive southwestern Balo-
chistan province around it.
For the past decade, China
has poured monev into Balo-
chistan and Gwadar as part of
a multibillion dollar project
that connects its western Xin-
jiang province with Arabian
Sea, called the China-Pakistan
Economie Corridor or CPEC.
Authorities have hailed it
as transformational but the-
re's scant evidence of change
inGwadar. Thecity isn't conn-

ected to the national grid —
electricity comes from Iran or
solar panels —and there isn't
enough clean water: An air-
port with a 400,000 passenger
capacity isn't a priority for
the city’s 90,000 people.

*“This airport is not for Pa-
kistan or Gwadar,” said Aze-
em Khalid, an international
relations expert who speciali-
ses in Pakistan-China ties. "It
is for China, so they can have
secure access for their citizens
to Gwadar and Balochistan.”

CPEC has catalysed adeca-
deslong insurgency in resour-
ce-rich and strategically loca-
tedd Balochistan. Separatists,
agerieved by what they say is
state exploitation at the expen-
se of locals, are fighting for in-
dependence — targeting Paki-
stani troops and Chinese wor-
kers in the province and else-
where. Members of Pakistan's

MADE BY CHINA, FOR CHINA? Completed in Oct 2024, the New Gwadar
International Airport a stark contrast to the impoverished and restive
Balochistan province around it. ‘This airport is not for Pakistan or Gwadar,’
said Azeem Khalid, an international relations expart. ‘It is for China, so they
can have secure access for their citizens to Gwadar and Balochistan®

ethnic Baloch minority say
they face discrimination by
govt and aredenied opportuni-
ties available elsewhere in the
country, charges govt denies.
Pakistan, keen to protect
China's investments, has step-
ped up its military footprint in

Gwadar to combat dissent.
The city is a jumble of check-
points, barbed wire, troops,
barricades, and watchtowers,
Roads close at any given time,
several days a week, to permit
the safe passage of Chinese
workers and Pakistani VIPs.

Intelligence officers moni-
for journalists v 15|tm:r. Gwad-
ar. Its fish market is deemed
too sensitive for coverage.

Many locals are frazzled.
“Nobody used to ask where we
are going, what we are doing,
and what is vour name,” said
Khuda Bakhsh Hashim, T76.
“We used to enjov all-night pic-
nics in the mountains or rural
areas. We are residents. Those
who ask should identify them-
selves as to who they are.”

Hashim recalled when Gw-
adarwaspartof Oman, not Pa-
kistan, and was a stop for pass-
enger ships heading to Mumb-
ai. People didn't go hungry
and found work easily, he said.

But Gwadar's water has
dried up because of drought
and unchecked exploitation.
50 has the work, Govt says
CPEC has created some 2,000
local jobs but it's not clear whe

om they mean by “local” — Ba-
loch residents or Pakistanis
from elsewhere in the country.
Authorities did not elaborate.
There is a perception Gwa-
dar is dangerous or difficult to
visit — only one commercial
route operates out of its do-
mestic airport, three times a
week to Karachi, Pakistan's
largest city. There are no dire-
ct flights to Balochistan's pro-
vincial capital of Quetta, or
national capital of Islamabadl.
Security concerns delayed
the inauguration of the inter-
national airport. There were
fears the area’s mountains -
and their proximity to the air-
port — could be the ideal
launchpad for an attack. Inste-
ad, PM Shehbaz Sharif and his
Chinese counterpart Li Qiang
hosted a virtual ceremony
The inaugural flight was off li-
mits to media and public. ap
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Flying high

here can be little doubt that, after the ending of a

Covid-19 pandemic-induced hiatus, the Indian

civil aviation industry is once again flying high.

This can be inferred from the comment made by
the Union Civil Aviation Minister, K Rammohan Naidu,
while launching the Electronic Personnel Licence (EPL)
for pilots, a significant step towards digital transformation
and enhancing security and efficiency of civil aviation in
India, that looking at the growth, the country will require
at least 20,000 pilots in the coming vears to keep up
with the increasing demand for air travel. Naidu also
asserted that the aviation sector is poised for significant
growth in the future, with 50 new airports planned in
the next five years, and the expansion of domestic
routes, including 120 new destinations, over the next
decade. It may be recalled that, as early as 2019, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation released a report entitled
‘Vision 2040’ outlining a roadmap for the future of civil
aviation in India. The report projected a whooping six-
fold increase of air passenger traffic to 1.1 billion by
2040, including 821 million domestic and 303 million
international passengers. The report estimated that
around 2,359 aircraft would be needed by 2040, with
the industry having at least 190-200 airports by that
year. Considering the burgeoning growth witnessed in
the last three years, such figures do not appear to be
unviable and exaggerated.

However, in order to cater to the rapid burgeoning of
air traffic, there has to be a commensurate development
in the supporting infrastructure if the industry is not to
be overwhelmed by the sheer increase in the number of
passengers. For instance, if the number of pilots required
is to be reached, more flying clubs to train them must be
set up. [tis surprising, indeed, that there is not a single
flying club in the entire Northeast, which has seriously
deprived vouths of this region of opportunities in this
sphere. At the same time, the endeavour to establish a
commercial aircraft manufacturing base in India has to
commence, with the Union government playing a leading
part in the essay, if the commercial aviation industry is
not to be held hostage by giant aircraft-making
corporations in the US and Europe. Moreover, given
that operators in the aviation industry are running at
stupendous losses, there will have to be concessions
afforded to them to make it more sustainable, including
lowering the cost of vital components such as aviation
fuel. The airport passenger handling facilities and the
amenities provided to fliers would need to witness
constant upgradation, including that of smaller air-
transport hubs like Guwahati. It must be kept in mind
that India is expected to overtake China and the United
States as the world's third-largest air passenger market
in a decade, which entails appropriate action if the
aviation industry is to keep flying high.
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cPlane strengthens global footprint with Empire Aviation
to scale eVTOLs in UAE and South-East Asia

—
Our Buraau
Chienmal

The ePlane Company, an
electric Vertical Take-Off
and Landing (eVTOL) man-
ufactiurer incubated ar LT
Madras, and Dubai's Empire
Aviation Group, announced
4 collaboration o fast-track
the deplovment eVTOL air-
taxis and air-ambulances
across lndia, UAE, Thailand
and Indonesia. The collabor-
ation was signed at the re-

cently held Aero India 2025
in Bengaluru.

The Empire Aviation
Group will leverage its deep
eXpertize in aviation opera-
tions, including safetv proto-
cols, 300Ps and flect manage-
ment, b ensure seamless
market entry for ePlane's
cutting-cdge  eVTOL  air-
craft. It will consader invest-
ment in ePlane in the next
round of funding, subject to
mutually agreed terms.

Az the eVTOL ecosystem
matures, both companics an-

ticipate further strategic col-
laborations, including main-
tenance, repair, and overhanl
(MRO) services, regulatory
engagement, and infrastrsc-
ture  development.  Addi-
tional commercial and |-
censing agreements will be
detailed in due course, the
release  said, Paras P
Dhamecha, Founder and
Managing Director of Em-
pirc Aviation Group, said as
the market for wrban air mo
bility continues to take
greater importance, Empine

Aviation has envered into a
partnership with ePlane w
provide inputs in the devel-
opment, certification, opera-
tional and custamer experi-
ence aspects of the eVTOL.

Satya Chakravarthy, CEQ
of The ePlane Company, said
by combining our patented
technology  with  Empire’s
operational expertise acmoss
multiple pgeographies, the
company is confident in its
ability to deliver safe and re-
liable wrban air moehilicy
solutions.
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Air India finalises $20 b fleet
insurance; premium unchanged

MEGA DEAL. Carrier bags good rates as premiums are set to rise due to recent mishaps

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Air India has finalised an in-
surance cover of $20 billion
for its expanded fleet, post
the Vistara merger, at exist-
ing rates.

While the sum insured has
increased from $12 billion to
$20 billion, the premium
outgo will remain unchanged
around $30 million.

While globally, aviation in-
surance premiums are ex-
pected to inch up following a
spate of accidents in the past
few months, Air India man-
aged to secure good rates.

This is because of overall
softness in aviation insur-
ance market, deft negoti-
ations, the airline’s risk man-
agement  practices and
absence of major claims,
sources said.

The $20 billion insurance
will cover against damage to
aircraft from incidents, acci-
dents or war. This covers
300-plus planes belonging to

SAFE AND SOUND. The $20 billion insurance covers 300 plus
planes of Air India and Air India Express

Air India and Air India Ex-
press. There is a separate
cover for passenger and
third-party liabilities.

Tata AIG is the lead in-
surer for Air India, taking a
significant portion of risk.
Public sector insurance
firms and ICICI Lombard
have a smaller share of the
sum insured. The entire risk
has been underwritten by
London-based reinsurers.
Air India declined to
comment.

“TATA AIG is a proud in-
surance partner of Air India,
which has demonstrated un-

wavering commitment to
operational excellence and
diligent risk and safety man-
agement. Insurers are gener-
ally inclined to respond pos-
itively to such clients with
strong safety record and ro-
bust growth trajectories,”
said Deepak Kumar, Senior
Executive Vice-President &
Head (Reinsurance, Credit &
Aviation Insurance), TATA
AIG General Insurance.

ACCIDENTS & SEIZURES
For the past couple of years,
there has been overcapacity
in aviation insurance with

more reinsurers willing to
underwrite risk. This has led
to intense competition and
softer premium rates.

However, recent accidents
and the outcome of litigation
between lessors and insurers
over seized aircraft in Russia
are expected to influence
premiums this year.

Insurance companies
make a provision in their ac-
counts of the claim amount.
While it is easier to reserve a
hull loss, claims related to
passenger liability are final-
ised after seeking opinion
from lawyers.

While there have been ac-
cidents in  Azerbaijan,
Canada and Korea, the fal-
lout of the recent American
Airlines crash in the US is be-
ing watched by the sector.

“Insurers are closely mon-
itoring the financial impact
of liability claims (arising
from accidents) and their re-
actions will likely become
more definitive as the scope
of these claims becomes
clearer,” Kumar added.
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Shankh Air plans to lease first aircraft by next month

Ruhlt Vaid
Mew Delhi

The newest entrant in In-
dia’s civil aviation sector —
Shankh Air — plans to lease
its first aircraft by next
month, a senior official with
the airline told businessline.

According to Shankh Air’s
Co-Founder and Executive
Director Anurag Chhabra,
the airline is currently in
talks with aircraft lessors for
narrow-body aircraft to start
operations.

“In all probability, we are
expecting our first aircraft to
arrive by March 2025. We
will be leasing at least two
aircraft to start with and will
take the count to five within
the first year of operations as
per the conditions laid down
by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation,” Chhabra told
businessline.

Breaking from tradition,
Shankh Air plans to go in for
narrow-body aircraft with a
seating capacity of around
180 passengers to start oper-
ations.

Generally, start-up air-
lines in India lease turbop-
rop aircraft or smaller jets.

FLIGHT PLAN. Shankh Air plans to commence its first flight
from Lucknow to New Delhi

“We have secured a ‘full
service national carrier’ li-
cence, and hence, to start
with, we are looking for only
jetaircraft.”

On the other hand, Chh-
abra acknowledged the diffi-
culty in leasing out aircraft
due to the global supply
chain shortages.

However, he exuded con-
fidence in receiving the de-
sired number of planes
withina short period of time.

Besides, Chhabra said, the
airline is currently in the
process of getting AOC (air
operators certificate or per-
mit) as per the required
DGCA guidelines.

“Once we secure our AOC,
we would be able to plan our

launch and accordingly plan
our ticket sale process,” he
said.

The airline plans to com-
mence its first flight from
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, to
New Delhi. Mumbai is slated
to be the airline’s second
destination.

EXPANSION PLANS
It is speculated that the air-
line would commence opera-
tions to the upcoming air-
ports at Greater Noida and
Navi Mumbai to take advant-
age of slot availability.
However, there is no clar-
ity yet on the aeronautical
charges that would apply at
these destinations. Further-
more, Chhabra, cited the air-

line has hired key personnel
for wvarious departments,
who he said “have started
their work”.

“We have also started the
hiring activity for pilots.”

Regarding the challenges
faced by new entrants in the
country’s aviation sector,
Chhabra pointed out that In-
dia’s aviation market offers
significant growth oppor-
tunities, especially given the
burgeoning middle class and
expanding travel demand.

CHALLENGES AHEAD
“However, setting up of an
airline in India involves nav-
igating a highly complex
landscape which involves
regulatory hurdles, high ini-
tial capital investment, fierce
competition, and infrastruc-
ture limitations, these chal-
lenges make it essential for
new entrants to be well-cap-
italised, patient, and pre-
pared for the challenges,” he
said.

“Nonetheless, with the
right strategy and long-term
planning, the Indian aviation
market offers significant re-
wards for those able to suc-
cessfully navigate these com-
plexities,” he further noted.
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Honeywell to decarbonise
shipping, aviation bizin India

Company exploring ways to increase production of sustainable jet fuel

PLILA BuRS
Mew Delbd, 34 Febraany

a0l Anmesiea's nasjor iIndusteal
conglomerates, Honeywell is
explocing increasing sustain-
ablie aviation fued (SAF) produc-
tion and decarboniing Indian aviation
and shigspdng industries o echinol-
oy tradsder bn the biofuel supgpdy clin,
It is lpoking at up to 18 pathways for
feedetnck variabiliny, inchuding solid wase
anyd cooking ofl fortlia.
Additionally, Honeywell plans 1o
lcence ai keast an ecodining processing
unit and operarionalise
Mt I Isclla, sadd con-
lor executives of
Haneywell India,
This inirkarive fol-
Iws Floneywells

e
' collatsoeation

SER | with AM Green on

B Febrary 11, aimed

1 o advancing carban

captufe amd SAF
\N-..H_ * ellons in
L] India. "In

\\ | Lermos

al béoduels, we bealleve India has substan-
thal potential sfter erlano in the ranspart
sector. We are alsoexplorng feedstock var-
tability alongside merlwanol and ethanod.
Undversal oll products MUOP) can wrilise 11
dilfferent pathways for feedstock conver-
shom. We can process wsed cooking ol,
waste fam, ethano, methanol, 002, and
eve munkcipal solid wasteto creste fuels.
These are diesel, naphtha, SAF, greedn ols-
fins, &nd other green molecules that rep-
sl buliding blocks of thie funeme,” Banjic
Fuillewiml vice-president s genstal man-
ager, energy and sustainability solurbons,
Honeywell India, told Busines Stamdird
during Indis Energy Week.

Kulkarnd added, "Currently, we are
speking region-specific solinions tailared
for local needs across the country. Each
option will have its specific application,
amd we are endeavouring o Implement
these solutions in relevant areas.”

Last year, Honeywell launched a8 new
technology aimed at producing 3-5 per
el o SAF while enaliling 8 cost redie-
o ol e 1o 200 Pt ceqil Adso, It ednlinised
Iyproduct waste compansd o conumanky
used hpdroprocessing technologies.

Rajesh Garmipalli, president of
Honeywell UOP, empliasised the surment
Slobal relisnee an core Snergy eSOUrces.
He said. "Today, we nesd core ol and gas

© 6 N TERMS OF BIOFUELS, WE
BELIEVE INDIA HAS SUBSTANTIAL
POTENTIALAFTER ETHANOLIN THE
TRANSPORTSECTOR. WEARE ALSD
EXPLORING FEEDSTOCKVARIABILITY"

RANJIT KULKARNI, v & GM, Energy &
sustainability solutions, Honeywel India

o sustain ourselves unml renewabla
energy sources are fully realised.
Renewabdes are still [n the early stages.
Currenhy. SAF meers lecs than | per cent
of global fet fuel demand. indicating thar
we hanve a long way 1o 2o AS & technobogy
provider, we &ne conmitted o supparting
the sector in increasing SAF saie 00 meet
met-2ero goals ssrdnably”

Currently, the aviation sector uses avi-
atjon muriine fed (ATF) while the shipping
sector Typically relies on besvy oils of
bunker fael.

SAF is a biofuel that can be produced
Troim waste oils and fars, green wasts, and
non-food crops, patentislly reducing 0032
ednisgoas by up o BD per cend. depending
an the feedstock and echnology nsed.

India alms 1o Claleve a 1 per cent SAF
bl in jer fsel for intermational fighrs
by 200F, wiich will increase [0 2 per et
by 2028. This goal 15 a significant step
[I.'l'r'.'x.l"'.b.rl:'ih.lL‘d@ aviarion e missions in the
coentry and ks part of India’s obdective o
AN Del-Reh frmissions by 20000

I 2006, the Intermarional Chvil Aviation
Owganbzation  adopted the Carbon
Offseming and Reducthon Scheme for
Internatbonal Aviation o address CO2
emlsginms fioan Intemational Okghite with
Inclis expected to lmplement Ir by 2027,

The company s actively engagingwith
developers on all fronts regarding varous
feadstock pathways.

While commercial applications are
i.'d:l[l.\_'lp'&[dl.'l so0n, their T-:ﬁ.‘.ill:il.‘l[!r' will
depend on factors such a8 offtake agnee-
mene, pricing sgreaments. and feedssock
confirmarion over the nea 10-15 years.

Reganding the lrensing and operation-
alisarion of ecoflning processing units in
India, they indicatad that the company |
eAer o procesd and i3 awaiting
CUSTOIEIEES.
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NY-Delhi flight diverted

n American Airlines flight from New York to
w Delhi was diverted to Rome duetoa "pos-

sible security issue’, according to a media report.
American Airlines flicht AA22 departed New
York's JFK International Airport on February 2
and was scheduled to arrive at Delhi but was di-
verted to Rome. A report in ABC News quoted the
airline as saying that the American Airlines flight
from New York to Delhi was
diverted to Rome over a
“possible security is-
sue” Ralys ANSA -
news agency said that :
the diversion was
caused by an “alleged
bomb threat®.
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ScareonNY,
Delhi

An Amarican Alriinas filght
from New York to Defhi was
diverted to Rome cn Sun-
clay sfter recaiving a bomb
thraat on emall. Following
the bomb threat. the flight
is schaduled to land at the
Rorme airport for checking
The flight will 1ake off for
Delhl after recaiving sacur-
Ity claarance at the Roms
asirport, according to
sources. The Boeing T87
Drearnbiner had takan off
froen New York on the
evening of February 22 and
was flying over the Caspian
Sea, an online media re-
paort sald.
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Why are pilots asking for more rest hours?

Why were the relaxed rules brought out by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation in 2024 opposed by airlines? How many days of leave do pilots get? What has

EXPLAINER

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:
fter at least a year-long tussle
over the new relaxed duty
norms for pilots brought out by
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), the Delhi High Court on
February 24, ruled that a vast chunk of
these rules would come into effect from
July 1, 2025. This brings to a close a
six-year battle in Delhi High Court waged
by pilot unions against the punitive
provisions of the DGCA’s 2019 norms that
raised permissible night flying from one
night to two consecutive nights, slashed
rest periods including for ultra-long range
flights, and allowed airlines special
dispensation for utilising pilots during
unforeseen circumstances such as
inclement weather or emergencies.

What did the High Court rule?

The Delhi High Court ruled that a vast
chunk of the liberalised duty and rest
norms for pilots that were unveiled in
January 2024, but put under abeyance
after opposition from airlines, would
come into effect from July 1, 2025. These
include provisions such as increased
weekly rest from 36 hours to 48 hours.
Airlines would also be required to submit
quarterly reports of fatigue complaints
filed by pilots as well as subsequent action
taken by airlines to the DCGA.

Some of the more contentious
provisions have been postponed for
implementation on or before November 1.
This includes the new definition of night
duty — 00:00 hrs to 05:00 hours being
widened to 06:00 hours — which would
bring down the quantum of night flying as
pilots can’t be rostered for more than two
consecutive nights of flying. The number
of landings for flights encroaching night
duty will be capped to two; while on night
duty pilots can also not be assigned more
than eight hours of flying duty or 10 hours
of total duty that encompasses pre and
post flight tasks. The special dispensation
given to airlines in the event of
unforeseen circumstances has been
tightened where the additional duration
for which pilots can be utilised has been
brought down from three hours to two
hours, and their rest in such events has
been raised.

Pilots were forced to go to Delhi High
Court in May 2024, after the DGCA put its
own January 2024 rules on hold because
of stiff opposition from airlines. Several
airlines had told the DGCA that
provisioning for more rest and reduced
flying would require them to hire more
pilots which would need time, in the
absence of which there could be flight
cancellations and increase in airfare.

The volte face from the DGCA though
came after it had admonished airlines for
engaging in scaremongering and pressed
for an urgent “wake-up call” as there had
been incidents of pilot deaths “ostensibly
due to punishing rosters”. On August 17,
2023, IndiGo’s Captain Manoj
Balasubramani died due to a cardiac
arrest at the boarding gate of Nagpur
airport minutes before his flight to Pune.

Why are there demands for rest?
Following the resurgence in travel post
COVID-19, pilots say their share of daily
flying has increased considerably, which
includes upto four landings in a day that
entail a flying duty of upto 10 hours and
total duty period of 12-13 hours. As
approaches and landings demand a
higher level of concentration and
complex decision-making, more flights

the Delhi High Court ruled with respect to duty norms for pilots?
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Long hours: An Air India aircraft takes off as an IndiGo aircraft waits at the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport in Ahmedabad, in 2017. REUTERS

mean a substantial increase in workload.
Since a change in DGCA’s rules in 2019,
airlines are also allowed to deploy pilots
on two consecutive nights of flying, which
is one of the most staunchly opposed
provisions because it requires pilots to
stay awake against their natural body
clock, with the window of circadian low,
between 2am and 6am, being the
toughest. When these night flights are
combined with 3-4 landings per day
involving a duty period of 10 to 13 hours,
pilots are often at their tether’s end. With
low-cost carriers massively increasing
their short-haul international flying over
the past decade, there has been a spurt in
night flying. Over the years, this has
become more hectic with airlines
removing hotel rest at the destination,
and requiring pilots to operate the return
leg to improve cost and manpower
efficiency. Pilots are known to overshoot
their mandatory duty hours on routes in
the Gulf such as to Bahrain and Jeddah.
While pilots typically fly between 50 to
90 hours in a month, their monthly duty
period that include pre and post flight
tasks could be upto 140-150 hours. While
this may seem like a much lighter
schedule than the average 200 hours a
month for anyone working a 9-5 job, there
are many factors that need to be
considered. For instance, the legal
entitlement of weekly rest within 168
hours provided by the DGCA implies that
pilots get their weekly off only on the
eighth day. There are no public or
government holidays and only six casual
leaves, 12 sick leaves and 30 privilege
leaves (Air India) which have to be
applied for a year in advance. IndiGo
provides 42 PLs to pilots in command,
and 22 to First Officers. This may also be
due to the nature of the business that
requires rostering and commercial teams
to ensure sanctity of flight schedules
which have been sold to passengers.
Then there is the cockpit environment
that makes flying fatiguing. These include
factors such as movement restriction,
poor air flow, low light levels, background

noise, and vibration as well as multiple
cycles of changes in oxygen pressurisation
requiring one’s body to constantly adjust
to rapid shifts resulting in fatigue.
Automation has replaced hands-on

flying in the cockpit, making greater
demands on the crew to perform vigilant
monitoring which is tiring.

Erratic or unstable rosters in some
airlines are widely infamous for
disturbing how pilots plan their rest. For
example, a 10am reporting time could be
rescheduled to 4pm duty time that
concludes at 2am allowing one little
window for rejigging their pre-flight rest
after waking up at 6am or 7am.
Alternating night and day shifts, unlike a
fixed night or duty shift for a specific
number of days, where the human body’s
natural circadian rhythm struggles to
adjust to disruptions, does take its toll.

While the DGCA norms are broadly
based on those framed by the U.S. and
European aviation regulators, the
Federation Aviation Administration and
European Union Aviation Safety Agency,
pilot unions underline that these are only
prescriptive outer limits that are further
negotiated by various airline unions,
whereas cockpit crew in India have no
such negotiating power as their unions
are not recognised by airlines, who
enforce only the upper thresholds laid
down by the DGCA.

The impact of the exacting rosters is
such that pilots are known to sleep inside
the cockpit for 1.5 to 2.5 hours even on
domestic and short-haul international
flights of upto five hours

Add to these, the revised contract
implemented by Air India and Air India
Express since 2023, where pilots get a
fixed pay equivalent to 40-hours of flying,
down from 70-hours earlier, further
pushing pilots to fly more to earn more.

What do the airlines say?

“Air India is committed to the safety and
wellbeing of its crew members and has
been implementing robust fatigue
management protocols. Fatigue

Management is a key area of our
operation, and we follow a
comprehensive Fatigue Risk Management
(FRM) process to assess any such report.
This involves engaging the
bio-mathematical fatigue tool (Jeppesen
Boeing Alertness Model -BAM) for risk
analysis and a dedicated review
committee — Fatigue Safety Action Group
(F-SAG) — besides, sustained monitoring
by the regulator,” the airline
spokesperson told The Hindu. They added
that they also have a non-punitive,
confidential nature of fatigue reporting
system for proactive and transparent
feedback from the pilots. There was no
response from IndiGo on its fatigue
management practices.

Air India has over 3,500 pilots, which it
said was more than adequate for the
existing fleet and the “current” DGCA
norms on pilot rest and duty times.

While there is a surge in travel
demand, allowing airlines to raise airfares
and witness record profits, they are also
faced with the need to closely watch their
costs as airport tariffs have gone up
post-pandemic and an acute shortage of
new aircraft due to supply-chain
challenges has pushed the cost of the few
available on lease by 20-30% higher than
in 2019. Profit margins in airline business
are slim, and according to the
International Air Transport Association
(IATA), net profits are expected to be
$36.6 billion in 2025 with a 3.6% net profit
margin which translates into average net
profit per passenger being $7.0. Flight
crew salaries and expenses account for
the third biggest cost for airlines globally
at 8.7% of the total cost.

There were 11,775 pilots employed
across airlines in the country as of
November 2024, with a fleet size of nearly
800 aircraft. As the world’s fastest
growing aviation market, which has 1,000
aircraft on order between Air India and
IndiGo alone set to be delivered by 2035,
the demand for more pilots is expected to
continue to grow and so will efforts to
optimise their utilisation.

THE GIST

w

The Delhi High Court ruled that
a vast chunk of the liberalised
duty and rest norms for pilots
that were unveiled in January
2024, but put under abeyance
after opposition from airlines
would come into effect from
July 1, 2025.

w

Following the resurgence in
travel post COVID-19, pilots say
their share of daily flying has
increased considerably, which
includes upto four landings in a
day that entail a flying duty of
upto 10 hours and total duty
period of 12-13 hours.
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The impact of the exacting
rosters is such that pilots are
known to sleep inside the
cockpit for 1.5 to 2.5 hours
even on domestic and
short-haul international flights
of upto five hours
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Paésengers stranded, FIR lodged
as Delhi flight diverted to Rome

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Passengers aboard
the New York-Delhi American
Airlines flight that was unex-
pectedly diverted to Rome fol-
lowing a hoax bomb threat on
Sunday remained stranded on
Monday, people aware of the
matter said, even as the Delhi
Police registered a case in con-
nection with the incident.

“The flight is expected to land
on Tuesday. However, airport
officials have yet to receive an
alert regarding its expected
arrival time,” an official at the
Delhi airport said.

According to the website of
Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci Air-
port, a flight to Delhi was sched-
uled to depart from Rome at 12
pm local time on Tuesday.

The New York-Delhi flight
AA292 was diverted to Rome on
Sunday after an alleged bomb
threat was made. The aircraft
was escorted by Italian Air Force
fighter jets and safely landed in
Rome. Passengers were then

THE NEW YORK-
DELHI FLIGHT WAS
DIVERTED TO
ROME ON SUNDAY
AFTER A HOAX
BOMB THREAT

instructed to disembark.

“All passengers have been dis-
embarked and have followed the
required safety procedures for
situations like this. Those with
valid passports showing entry
into European territory have
already been transferred to
hotels. Passengers without a visa
or passport allowing entry into
European territory will be
accommodated in the available
lounges for the airport,” Lion-
ardoda Vind Airport spokesper-
son Federica Pistola was quoted
as saying in a video message the
airport shared with PTI.

Despite repeated inquiries,
officials from the aviation minis-
try did not respond to questions
related to the incident.

Deputy commissioner of
police at IGI Airport Usha Ran-
gnani said: “Security threat
prompted the diversion of Amer-
ican Airlines Flight AA-292, trav-
elling from New York to Delhi, to
Rome, Italy, on February 23.”

On February 23, an email was
received regarding a potential
threat to Flight AA-292 (New
York to Delhi), Rangnani said.
“Following standard security
protocols, the flight was diverted
and safely landed in Rome,
Italy.” She added that American
Airlines filed a complaint on
Monday, which led to the regis-
tration of an FIR.

“The FIR was lodged under
Sections 217/351(4) of the Bharat:
iya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and Sec-
tion 3 of the Suppression ol
Unlawful Acts Against the Safety
of Civil Aviation Act. The matter
is under investigation, and secu-
rity agencies are taking all neces-
sary measures to ensure passern-
ger safety,” Rangnani said.

The airline operates a daily
flight between New York and
New Delhi. .
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NY-Delhi flight lands in
Rome over bomb scare

Agence France-Presse
letters@ hindustantimes. com

ROME: An American Airlines
flight from New York to New
Delhi was diverted to Rome
Sunday afternoon following an
“alleged bomb scare”, an Italian
airport spokesman said.

The Boeing plane carrying
199 passengers plus crew
landed at Rome's Fiumicino air-
port at 5.22pm (local time) with-
out incident.

The US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) con-
firmed the plane had landed
safely “after the crew reported a
Security issue”.

The flight was escorted by
two military fighter planes, the
Italian airport spokesman said,
and “all passengers were disem-
barked and received assistance”

at Rome’s airport.

Airport operations were not
affected, the person said. The
plane was over the Caspian Sea
when the airline warned the
crew of a bomb threat.

The flight took off from New
York’s John F Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport on Saturday at
around 811 pm local time (01:11
GMT Sunday), according to
flight tracking website Flight
Aware,

American Airlines is one of
the largest US air carriers, and
is headquartered in Fort Worth,
Texas.

The airline did not immedi-
ately respond to an AFP request
for comment. Its international
operations serve more than 60
countries outside of the United
States, according to the airline’s
website.
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DGCA suspects tech glitches
behind false hijack alarm

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htlive.com

MNEW DELHI: India’s aviation regu-
lator suspects a technical fault
caused a false hijack alarm on an
Air India flight Iast month, trig-
Zering an emergency response at
two of the country’s busiest air-
ports, two officials have said.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) believes the
incident was likely caused by a
transponder malfunction on the
Mumbai-bound flight from New
Delhi, according to officials who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

The Indian Air Force, which
first detected the alarm, has sub-
mitted its report indicating tech-
nical error, one of the officials
said. “As of now it's appearing to
be an error in codes,” a ministry
official confirmed.

The incident occurred at
8.40pm on January 27 when Air
India flight Al 2957, carrying 126
passengers, transmitted a
“squawk 7500" code shortly after
take-off from New Delhi's Indira
Gandhi Airport. The emergency
signal remained active for three
minutes.

In aviation, transponders use

four-digit codes ranging from
0000 to 7777 to identify aircraft to
air traffic control. The code 7500
specifically indicates a hijacking
attempt, while 7600 signals radio
failure and 7700 denotes a gen-
eral emergency.

Despite the pilot's immediate
notification that it was a false
alarm, authorities were com-
pelled to follow full emergency
protocols. “How can air traffic
control assume that the pilot is
not being pressured? What if he is
at gunpoint?” explained a former
air traffic control official, speak-
ing on background.
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Airfares soar as pvt
buses stay off roads

Ateeq Shaikh
ateen.shaikh@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Nearly all bus opera-
tors between Maharashtra and
Karnataka, including private
players, have halted their servi-
ces fearing for the safety of pas-
sengers and staff. The services
will not be resumed till tensions
die down, bus operators told
Hindustan Times.

“Almost all private bus oper-
ations between the two states
have come to a halt over sim-
mering tensions in the border
areas of both states,” said
Murad Naik, vice chairman of
the Mumbai Bus Malak San-
gathana.

Belgavi and its neighbouring
areas in north Karnataka have
been the focal point of a dec-
ades-long territorial and lin-
guistic dispute between Karna-
taka and Maharashtra. Last
week, tensions erupted afresh
after a KSRTC bus conductor
was allegedly assaulted in a
Belagavi village.

KSRTC and its arms run at
least 120 buses every day from
Belgavi to different parts of
Maharashtra while MSRTC
runs another 250 daily services
to the southern state. Addition-
ally, around 500 daily services
are operated by private players.
The simmering tension in bor-
der areas have led to the sus-
pension of nearly all these inter-
state bus services, said sources.
The services would not be
resumed till tensions died
down, the sources added.

Among the routes affected
are those originating/ terminat-
ing at Mumbai, Thane, Pune,
Dharashiv, Sangli, Solapur, Kol-

hapur, Sawantwadi, Belgavi,
Mysuru, Bengaluru, Bijapur and
Niphani.

Passengers who had booked
tickets on these routes are being
refunded the fare, said Naik
from the Mumbai Bus Malak
Sangathana. “People are also
cancelling their tickets and opt-
ing for other modes of trans-
port,” he said.

Sohail Kazi, who wanted to
travel from Mumbai to Benga-
luru, said he had to alter his
travel route owing to the sim-
mering tensions and suspension
of bus services.

“Instead of taking a direct bus
to Bengaluru, [ will now head to
Goa and take another bus from
there for the onward journey,”
he said. Though travelling via
Kolhapur in Maharashtra was
also an option, Kazi feared
being stranded there or being
fleeced by taxi drivers willing to
cross the state border, he said.

The developments have sent
air fares between Mumbai and
Bengaluru soaring, up to
30,000 in some cases. On Sun-
day, tickets on Indigo’s late
evening flight from Mumbai to
Bengaluru were selling for
17,500, while Akasa Air's late
night flight was priced at
12,000, The most expensive
was Air India's flight at 9.30pm,
with each ticket costing
¥30,000. For flights from Ben-
galuru to Mumbai, fares on
Sunday ranged from 10,000 to
323,000,

Both state governments are
assessing the law and order sit-
uation prior to taking a call on
resuming public fransport, said
senior officials monitoring the
developments,
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American Airlines flight to

New Delhi diverted to Rome

An American Airlines flight from New York to
Delhi was forced to divert to Rome on Sunday
evening. The Italian Air Force scrambled fighter
jets to escort the aircraft to the airport. American
Airlines Flight AA292 took off from New York on
Saturday for a 14-hour journey. With four hours
left to reach the destination, the aircraft took a
U-turn after crossing Azerbaijan, according to
flight tracking website Flightradar24. Flightradar
reported that the diversion was due to a bomb
threat. However, there was no official statement
from the airline. After being escorted by Italian
Eurojet fighter planes, the flight landed at Rome’s
Fiumicino airport.
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FIR lodged after bomb
threats to NY-Delhi flight

SHEKHAR SINGH @ hew Do

THE Delhi Police reglstered an
FIR on Monday, a day alter an
American Alrlines Qight from
MNew York to New Delhl made an
emergency lamling in Rome fol-
lowing amid-air bomb threat.

Deputy Commissioner of Po-
Tice (IGI Abrport) Usha Rangna-
ni said the threat was rece ved
viaemail on February 23, “Fol-
lowing standard security proto-
cols, the Dight was diverted and
safely landed in Rome, Italy The
airline later filed a complaint,
and an FIR was registered in
connection with the incident,”
the DCP confirmed

The case has been lodged un
der Sections 217 ([alse informa-
tion) and 351(4) (criminal in-
timidation by anonymous
communication) of the Bharati-
va Myava Sanhita (BNS), along
with Section 3 of the Suppres-
sion of Unlowiul Acts Against
Safety of Civil Avistion Act at
1G] airport police st lon.

Security agencies are prob-
ing theorigins of the threat and
ensuring the safety of Mutre
air travel. Meanwhile, the
passengers with the required
vigas from the affected Night
were provided accommaodat lon
in local hotels, while the rest
stayed in airport lounges. A re-

placement fight, AASG0E, is
scheduled todepart for Delhi on
Tuesday after the original Mon
day service was cancelled.

The Boeing 767-0 Dreamliner,
carrving 199 passengers and 15
crew members, was midway
over the Casplan Sea when the
simation took a deamat ic turn
Flight tracking data revealed
theat the alrcrafl, schedwled for
a 14-hour journey suddenly re
versed near the Black Sea, set
ting & new course for Rome's
Leonardo da Vinei Internation-
nl Alrport (FCO).

As the plane approached Ttal-
ian airspace, Nghier jets were
scrambled to escort the air
craft—a chilling Indicstion of
the severity of the threat, The

Passengors with the

regulred visa gbvldnd
accommodation

The passengers with the reguired
visas from the affected fight
were provided accommodation in
local hotets, while the rest stayed
in akrport lounges. A replacement
flight, AADSE03I, k scheduled to
depart for Delhl on Tuesday after
the orginal Monday service was
cancelled. The Boelng T87-9
Dreamiliner was midway over the
Caspian Sea when the situation
took a dramatic tum.

Might landed safely at 5:30 pm
local time, and Ttalian law en-
forcement immediately secured
it. Following an extenslve secu-
rity sweep, American Aldines
confirmed the development and
qaid the abrcraft was deared to
cont inue its journey

“Flight 22 was inspected by
laow enforcement and eleared o
re<depart,” the aidine said ina
statement. However, the mys
tery behingd the bomb threat re
maing unsalved.

This incident adds io a grow-
ing list of mid-air bamb threats
that have rattled the avistion
Industry in recent months, in-
cluding several involving Indi
an carriers like Air India. In-
diG o, Spicedet and Vistara
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Flight diverted

B NEW YORK: An American
Airfines flight from New
York to New Delhi was
diverted to Rome because
of a “possible security
issue”, according to a
media report. llaly's
ANSA news agency
said the diversion was
caused by an “alleged
bomb threat”, The ight
has knded salely at the
Leonardo da Vind Rome
Fiumicino Airport, the
alrport authorities 1wl
ABC News. rFi
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