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Non-aggregator cabs to get
T1 kerbside access at airport

KSTDC asks 500 cabs to take
partin trial run next week

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

Cummeruiul vehicles
barred from kerbside
pickups at the Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KIA) since December are
likely to get some relief in the
coming week.

‘ellow-board vehicles are
now banking on the Karna-
taka State Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (KSTDC)
10 regain access to the arrival
pickuplanesat Terminal 1(T1).

Underthe proposed system,
commercial vehicles seeking
kerbside pickups will have to
book asloton the KSTDC plat-
form.

Currently, commercial ve-

hicles not affiliated with Ban-
galore International Airport
Limited (BIAL) must wait at
designated parking zones —
P3 and P4 —where they get 15
minutes of free parking. There-
after, drivers pay Rs 100 for 30
minutes and Rs 50 for every
additional hour. Aggregators
associated with BIAL, includ-
ing Ola, Uber, Quick Ride and
airport taxis, have separate
pickup zones.

These rules apply at both T1
and T2. However, the parking
zones for Tl arelocated farther
from the terminal, drawing
criticism from passengers over
the long walk.

“We discussed this with taxi
unions, whotold usthat private
customers continue todemand

Yellow-board vehicles look to

-

toregain access

tothe Terminal 1 arrival pickup lanes. oHFiLE

kerbside pickups. Under the
new system, a taxi with a con-
firmed booking can reserve a
slot based on the customer’s
flight details and access the
pickup lanes,” a senior KST-
DC official told DH, adding
that software development is
underway and trial runs will
begin soon.

The KSTDC has sought 500
cabs for the pilot starting next

week, said G Narayanaswamy,
president of the Karnataka
Chalakara Oldkuta.

“Afteraninspection by Chief
Secretary Shalini Rajneesh
earlier this month, all authori-
ties concerned metand arrived
at this solution.

“We've been told that ac-
cess to lanes 2 and 3 will be
permitted based on demand.”
Narayanaswamy said.

‘Unfair pricing’
Fact-checker Moham-
med Zubair highlighted
pricing differences
between airportcab
aggregatorson X.

He showed a 31-km trip
cost Rs 2,384 on Uber X1,
Rs 1,187 on Namma Yatri.
“0la and Uber have dedi-
cated zones, but Namma
Yatriusers walk to the
parking lot,” he wrote,

Other passengers have
noticed similar price
differences since the new
rules. An Uber XL to MG
Road costRs 2,022 and
RapidoRs 1,707,

A BIAL spokesperson said
the airport operator, in collab-
oration with KSTDC, plans to
introduce a “structured and
digitised framework™ to allow
commercial cabs outside its
authorised network to access
pickuplanesatT1.
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BENGALURU

Passenger
held at B’luru

- -
airport with

L]

hydroponic
ganja
Customs officials on Friday
said they arrested a passen-
ger at Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport on Friday
after he arrived from Bang-
kok carrying hydroponic
ganja worth Rs 70.35 lakh.

The passenger's identity
has not been disclosed. “In
the early hours of January
23, officers at Kempegow-
da International Airport’s
Terminal 2 intercepted a
passenger arriving from
Bangkok and seized 2.01 kg
of hydroponic ganja, valued
at Rs 70.35 lakh,” Bengalu-
ru Customs said in a post
on ‘X. The passenger has
been arrested under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDFS)
Act. Further investigation
is underway.
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Flightsresume
atairport
inSrinagar

Srinagar: Flight operations re-
sumed at the Srinagar airport
on Saturday after remaining
suspended for a day due to
heavy snowfall, officials said.

The Airports Authority of
India, in coordination with
BRO, cleared the apron and
taxiways on Saturday morning
to make the runway functional
after an improvement in the
weather.

A majorsnowfall in Kashmir
on Friday forced the cancella-
tion of flight operations at the
airport as snow accumulated
on the runway. “The flight op-
erations have resumed at the
airport as a flight has just
landed at the aerodrome,” offi-
cials at the Srinagar Airport
said.

Meanwhile, CPI(M) leader
and the MLA of Kulgam, MY
Tarigami, on Saturday urged
the Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment to assess the damage
caused by strong winds in the
Kashmir Valley and provide ad-
equate compensation tothe af-
fected people. In a statement,
he said strong winds followed
by snowfall in many partsof the
valley damaged roofs and
power infrastructure. PTI
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Bullet found
in flyer's bag
at RGIA; cops
register case

Times News Network

Hyderabad: Airport police
registered a case under the
Arms Act after a live bullet
was found in the checked-in
baggage of a passenger at Ra-
jiv Gandhi International Air-
port (RGIA)on Friday.

The passenger, Nathuram,
areal estate businessman and
farmer from Uttar Pradesh,
was travelling from Tirupati
to Delhivia Hyderabad. While
he was boarding his connec-
ting flight to Delhi, airport se-
curity personnel at the Hyde-
rabad airport detected a live
round during baggage scree-
ning and alerted the airport
police.

Police officials said Nathu-
ram holds a valid firearm li-
cence, which was verified.

MNathuram told investiga-
tors that he was unaware the
bullet had remained in his
bag, having accidentally slip-
ped under the soft lining at the
bottom of the luggage bene-
ath his clothes.

Airport inspector S Kana-
kaiah said a case was registe-
red under the Arms Act and
the passenger was issued ano-
tice as per procedure.
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Few takers for airport slots
vacated by IndiGo after turmoil

HANDICAPPED. Carriers are constrained by aircraft availability, crew shortage

|

Raohit Vaid
New Dl
ALrIJn.e:arebe aiffered alr-
Yy stations

port sloes
such as Be I-[Ilydem—
bad and Ll uﬁ:{vmfn owing
the ‘s move T
redistribute slots vacared by
IndiGo after lzs December
cancellarions,

ndustry sources. said se-
lect sbots are also being made
available on Delhi-Mumbai
services.

However, anly one alrline
has Inzerest in a
few slors. Most carriers are
constrained by limited air-
craft availability and crew re-
SOLIFCES.

On Thursday, the Minlstry
of Civil Aviation held a meet-
ing with representatives of
airlines to outline the pro-
cess and condirions for the
redistribution  of vacared
slots.

As per an officlal docu-
ment, alrdines have heen
asked to submit thelr slog re-
quests and thelr operarional
readiness.

The document stated thar
alrlines seeking the slots will
need 1o demonstrate availab-
ility of aireraft, fiving and

FLIGHT SLOTE. Airlines have been asked to submit their slot requests and operational readiness

cabin crew as aleo other op-
erational resource s to ensure
that the allocated slots are
effectivelyurilised.

Beabdes, the Ministry in-
dicared that airlines should
not cancel or curtail u:gﬂ.ng
services To in

newlyallotred s

VACATED ELOTS

The vacated slors will be ex-
arnined for a final view by a
‘Blot Coordination Commit-
tee’ constituted by the Min-
istry. The Ministry has cau-

Goal is to ensure
the optimal use
of airport
infrastructure amid
capacity constraints
at major airports

doned thar any slots
alkocared but not urilised as

timal use of alrport infrs-

structure amid Y cofl-
stralnts &t major airposts,”
sources sabd.

The Centre had directed
IndiGco to reduce s Aight
schedule by 10 per cent
across sectors 1o stabilise
erations and curb
tions. The airline was also
asked to avold high-fre-
quency routes and single-

?xmm hend].ug]ud:ﬂo

OWET i3 &Y
S :LI'-E‘ T

mnﬂ} liméted to 1,860-1,900 *
domestic flights daily.
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® NEARLY 10,000 FLIGHTS AFFECTED SO FAR

Winter storm forces Air India

to cancel US east

AGENCIES
January 24

AlR INDIA HAS cancelled its
ri1ghr: to New York and
Newark forfanuary 25-2 6due
to severe winter storm fore

cast in the US east coast.

The airline operates rI.-u!:.l
flights from Delhl and Mom
b o New York There ans dally
flights from Delhi to Newark
also while services between
Mum bai and Newark are oper
ated on certain days af the
week, Air India on ."rr|ﬂ.|rr|a.1_.l
sald a severe wintor storm
vt heavy snowis fonecast for
New York, New lersey and
.'||1_'u'\-i|.1|r|.g areas in the US sast
coast from early Sunday
morning to Monday, which
will hawe a significant impact
o l!l_ldl!-i:-l.l:-rdtil.‘liu.

So far, almost 10,000
flights across the country set
totake off over the weckend
have been canceled as major

A maintenance worker clears snow from a bus stop as winter

stormn Fern hits Glklahoma City in US on Friday

winter storm bears down
across much of the US, “In
view of the safety, well-being
|1II.IJ comrenience I.I'r OUT frls-
sengers and crow, all Air India
|'||_|{|1ls to and from New York
and Mewark have been can
celledon 25 and 26 Jinuary)
the airfine said ina poston X
On Saturday, Delta Alr

TR

Lines sald it made additional
rlighr cancellationsfor At lanta
and along the US East Coast,
e ludig at its hubs o Bos ton
and New York, as it continued
to adjust schedules due to
winter storm Fem

lee accumulation  is
expected to affect Atlanta on
Sunday, along with significant

coast flights

snowfall in the Northeast
beginning Sunday afternoon,
the airfine sid.

The airline sald customers
should expect fight cancella-
tions acrossthe Ohio and Ten-
it ey "r'rl[lr":.r'._ mcludin E
Nashville and
Rale gh- Burham, as the
storm threatens to dismapt
weekend travel

Delta canceled flights at
several airports in five states
on Thursday, wvaming that
slow operathns could tr Tgiet
mome di"h:ﬂ and cancel lations,
and complicate rebooking
during ane of the busiest win
tertravel perlods.

The Matonal Weather Ser
vice warned that a mix of
freezing rain, deet and snow
could make travel hazardous
|1J!|IJ. cause P Ve o u\HL".‘\: An I.I
tree damageaaossthe South
east, with heavier snowiall
expected farther north as the
STOCM MUOVES Up the cou nLry.
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Bomb threat
delays flight

Ankit Shukla

PUNE

An IndiGo aircraft operating
flight 6E 2608 from Delhi to
Pune received a bomb threat
after its arrival at Pune
Airport on Wednesday night,
triggering heightened secur-
ity measures.

The flight was scheduled to
land at 8.40pm, touched down
at 8.24pm and was parked at
Bay No. 3 by B27pm. Soon
after, Air Traffic Control
informed Apron Control
about the bomb threat.

Santosh Dhoke, Managing
Director of Pune Airport, said
that acting on the threat, the air-
craft was shifted to the isclation
by a5 a precantionary measure,
Apron Control  immediately
alerted all concerned agencies,
following which the Bomb
Threat Assessment Committee
was convened.

A comprehensive security
inspection was carried out by
the Bomb Detection and
Disposal Squad. No suspi-
cious objects or threats were
found during the checks.
After completion of all secur-
ity protocols, the aircraft was
declared safe and cleared for
normal operations,

Airport authorities said the
situation  was  managed
swillly and efficiently, with no
further incidents reported.
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Western airlines halt
flights over Iran crisis

Bloomberg

letters@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: Several European air-
lines have suspended flights to
and over countries in the Mid-
dle East as tensions between the
US and Iran raise concerns of
wider disruption across the Per-
sian Gulf.

Air France cancelled flights
between Paris and Dubai on Fri-
day and Saturday, temporarily
suspending service to the emir-
ate “due to the current situation
in the Middle East,” the airline

continued on 312

WEST ASIA FLIGHTS
said in a statement.

KLM also halted flights to
Dubai, Riyadh and Dammam in
Saudi Arabia and Tel Aviv until
further notice. It said in a state-
ment that as a precaution, it is
currently avoiding airspace over
several Gulf countries, as well
as [ran, Iraq and Israel.

The cancellations underscore
how quickly geopolitical ten-
sions can spill over into civil
aviation. The disruption fol-
lowed comments from Presi-
dent Donald Trump that the US
has deployed naval assets to the
Middle East, renewing concerns
he may follow through on
threats to attack Iran over the
government's violent crack-

down on protesters.

Several flights to Dubai oper-
ated by Luxembourg flag carrier
Luxair, British Airways and
Dutch low-cost carrier Trans-
avia were also canceled over the
weekend, according to the
Dubai International Airport
website and data from flight
tracking site Flightradar24.

Deutsche Lufthansa AG said
it canceled its Tehran flights tll
March 28 and will operate
routes to and from Tel Aviv and
Amman, Jordan during the day-
time till the end of the month.

British Airways earlier this
month temporarily halted
flights to Bahrain, home to the
US Navy's Fifth Fleet.

Several European and Ameri-
can carriers had paused opera-
tions to Gulf countries in June,
before Iran fired missiles at a
base in Qatar. The missile
strikes foreed Qatar and sur-
rounding countries to close
their airspace, causing wide-
spread disruption for interna-
tional airlines.
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Air India cancels NY, Newark
flights amid US winter storm

NEW DELHI: Air India on Sat-
urday said it has cancelled all
its flights to the US east coast
for the next two days amid the
forecast of a massive winter
storm with heavy snowfall.
Ina passenger advisory, the
airline, which is the sole
Indian air operator flying to
the US directly from India, said

that the cancellations were in
view of the safety, well-being
and convenience of its passen-
gers and crew. A massive win-
ter storm has swept across the
US, impacting airline opera-
tions, with thousands of flights
already been cancelled in view
of the storm forecast.
continued on 312

AIR INDIA FLIGHTS

“In view of the safety, well-be-
ing and convenience of our pas-
sengers and crew, all Air India
flights to and from New York and
Newark have been cancelled on
January 25 and 26,” Air India said
in its advisory on X.
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AIr India
cancels flights
to New York
and Newark

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Air India has cancelled its
flights to New York and Ne-
wark for January 25 and 26
due to a severe winter
storm forecast in the U.S.
East Coast.

The airline operates dai-
ly flights from Delhi and
Mumbai to New York.
There are daily flights from
Delhi to Newark, while ser-
vices between Mumbai
and Newark are operated
on certain days of the
week.

Severe winter storm

Air India on Saturday said a
severe winter storm with
heavy snow is forecast for
New York, New Jersey and
adjoining areas on the U.S.
East Coast from early Sun-
day morning to Monday,
which will have a signifi-
cant impact on flight
operations.
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Air India to operate its new

Dreamliner with limitations

OUR CORRESPOMNDENT

NEW DELHI: Air India will
operate its new Boeing 787-9
aircraft with certain limitations
as the Tata Group-owned air-
line is awaiting approvals from
the US watchdog FAA (Fed-
eral Aviation Administration)
for the sliding privacy doors in
the plane’s business class suites
and for 18 economy class seats,
sources said,

The aircralt, also the first
custom-made Dreamliner to
join the Age India fleet, will enter
commercial operations on the
Mumbai-Frankfurt route from
February 1. The plane has 296
seals, comprising 30 business
class, 28 premium economy and

238 economy class seats. Out of

them, 18 economy class seats
will not be available for use ll
the FAA give its appru:n'al. the
sources said.

An aidine spokesperson said
the new BT&7-% will enter com-
mercial operations on February
I with certain limitations.

“The shiding privacy doors
in our business class suites will
rémain secirely fixed in the
open position and unavailable
for passenger use, as this spe-
cific seal featiore awails regu-
latary approval We expect to
receive the necessary approval
in the near future. All other seat
features are available for passen-
per use, the spokesperson said,

Separately, a total of 18 spe-
cific economy class seats are
blocked from sale and are also
ph}rsi.i:all}' Mocked from wse.

The plane has 296
seats, comprising 30
business class, 28
premium economy
and 238 economy
class seats

“The seal product itsell
[RECARO 3710) is l'ullfr oer-
tified and in regular operation
on many airlines worldwide;
however, there is a regulatory
interpretation affecting the 18
sp:cﬂic seats that we are work-
ing with the manufacturer and
regulator o resolve.

“The 18 specific seats will
only be offered for sale once
full certification is received,”
the spokesperson satd.

In 2026, five more wide-
body atreraft — three Boeing
787-95 and 2 A350-10005 — are
sel 1o join the Adr India fleel
The aitline, currently, has 188
planes, and the legacy Boeing
7875 are undergoing retrolit
progressively. According to the
spokesperson, the product limi-

tations due to p::'.ruling, certifi-
cation apply only to the new
B7&7-9 aircrafi, and not to the
retrofitted B787-8 planes.

These are two different vari-
ants, and their interior fitowt
undergoes a separate certifica-
ton process. The certifications
livr seats and features on the
B7&7-8 are L'umpin:l.:: and have
been approved by relevant reg-
ulators and will be available for
customer use, the spokesper-
son added.

The sources also said that
some plobal airlines are await-
ing certain regulatory approv-
als for their business class seats.
These include Lufthansa, which
15 awaiting rrgu]alur}' certifica-
tion nod for some of the busi-
ness class seats in their new
Boeing 787-9 atreraft, thr}'
added.

At present, Adr India has 33
Boeing 787s — 26 legacy Boe-
ing 787-Bzand 7 Boeing T87-95,
including & fromm Vistara and
the new one.

In 2025, Boeing delivered 14
Boeing 7875 to various airlines,
mc]ut.EnH 12 Boeing 787 -9,
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IndiGo vacated 717 slots at domestic airports after DGCA curtailed winter flights

Out of the 717 slots, as many as 364 are from six key metro airports — Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Bengaluru and Hvderabad

MUMBAT: IndiGo has vacated
mare than 700 slots at various
domestic airports, ﬁ.rlluw:'ng
aviation watchdog DGCA cur-
tailing the country’s largest air-
lines winter flights by 10 per
cent after massive operational
disruptions in early December,
according to sources.

Generally, slots refer 1o a
particular time period given Lo
an airline for takeofl and land-
ing of aireraft. In simple terms,
it is about operating fights at
the given time.

Out of the 717 slots, as many
as 364 are from six key metro
airports — Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Kolkata, Bengaluru
and Hyderabad.

Among these cilies, most
of the vacated slots are [rom
H}'d:nb;.!r] and B:ngu]uru. the
sources said.

As per data provided by the
sources, the number of slots
vacated by IndiGo is spread over
the January-March p::!ud_ A
total of 361 slots have been
vacated for March cormparned

Lo jiast 43 for Fthl'Llikl":r': and this
month, the count of vacated
slots is at 361.

Against this backdrop, the
civil aviation ministry on Thurs-

day asked other airlings to sub-

mit their requests for operating
domestie flights on the slots
vacated by IndiGo.

“IndiGo has submitted a
list of 717 slots to the ministry,
which it has vacated after the
domestic winter schedule was
reduced by 10 per cent in early

December last vear, one of the

CLOSER LOOK

# IndiGo, which generally operates over 2,200 flights
daily, has trimmed the number following DGCA directive

» & 10 per cent reduction has browght this down
to 1,930 domestic flights per day

» As per data provided by the sources, the number of slots
vocated by IndiGo is spread over the Jan-March period

sources said.

The airline, which generally
operates more than 2,200 flights
d’.u.il}', has trimmed the number

of services following the direc-
tive from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)

last-minute cancellations and
ensuring operational stability.

As part of its winter sched-
ule for 2025-26, IndiGo was
allowed 1o operate 15,014 tights
per wesd, which comes to 2,144
flights per day.

A 10 per cent reduction
has brought this down to 1,930
domestic flights per day. It may
e noted here that IndiGo, in its
summer schedule, operated on
an average of 2,022 flightsa day.

Between December 3 and

that was aimed at preventing 5 last year, IndiGo cancelled

2,507 lights and 1,852 flights
were delayed, impacting over
3 lakh passengers at airports
across the country.

Following the massive dis-
riyptions, DGCA reduced Indi-
Gos winter schedule by 10 per
cent, which meant the airline
had stopped operating services
in various slots,

“Going by the slots vacated
by IndiGo, it is clear that they
can be operated by other air-
lines anly till the end of March.
After that, lhr}' migh[ g0 back

o IndiGo. Mo one can do the
network planning at such shor
notice. No one is going to open
a sector al such short notice,
operate it only to close alter
a month,” an airline industry
executive said.

Another aitline industry
execulive said airlines might
not be keen to take the slots
vacated by IndiCao, as most of
them are for red-eye llights.

Generally, red-eye llighis are
those operated late at night or
in the wee hours, i}
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Air India cancels
flights to

New York and
Newark due to
US winter storm

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Dethi

Alr India has cancelled its
flights to Mew York and
Mewark for January 25-26 due
1o severe winter starm fore-
cast In the US East Coast.

The airline operates daily
flights from Delhi and
Mumbai to New York.

There are daily flights from
Delhi to Newark also while
services berween Mumbai
and Newark are operated on
certain days of the week.

Alr Indla on Saturday said
4 severe winter storm with
heavy snow Is forecast for
Mew York, New |ersey and
adjoining areas in the US
East Coast from @arly Sunday
moming to Monday, which
will have a significant impact
on flight operations.

“In view of the safety, well-
being and convenience of
our passengers and crew, all
Air India flights to and from
Mew York and Newark have
been cancelled on 25 and 26
lanuary,” the airline saidina
paost on X.

More than 8000 fights
across the US set to take off
owver the weekend have been
cancelied as a major storm
expected to wreak havoc
across much of the country
bears down, threatening to
knock out power for days and
snarl major roadways.

Roughly 140 million people
were under a winter storm
waming from New Mexico to
Mew England. The Naticnal
Weather Service forecast wams
ofwidespread heawvy snow and
a band of catastrophic ice
stretching from east Texas ©
Morth Carolina.
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IndiGo vacates 717 slots amid DGCA winter curbs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

IndiGo has vacated 717 slots
at various domestic airports
including Delhi, Bengaluru
and Mumbai. The move
follows a 10 per cent
reduction in IndiGo's winter
flight schedule, ordered by
regulatory watchdog
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), after severe
operational disruptions in
early December that affected
thousands of passengers.
Slots is a specific time period
allocated to an airline for
takeoff and landing.

Out of the 717 slots, as
many as 364 are from six key
metro airports — Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad.
Among these cities, most of
the vacated slots are from
Hyderabad and Bengaluru,
the sources said.

Meanwhile, Airlines are
unlikely to take the
Government proposal to
operate flights using 700 slots
surrendered by IndiGo, as

this offer may be only for one
month. The airlines said that
such a short period makes it
unviable for carriers to start
a new route and make it
commercially viable. As per
data provided by the sources,
the number of slots vacated
by IndiGo is spread over the
J]anuary-March period. A
total of 361 slots have been
vacated for March compared
to just 43 for February, and
this month, the count of
vacated slots is at 361.

Against this backdrop, the
civil aviation ministry on
Thursday asked other
airlines to submit their
requests for operating
domestic flights on the slots
vacated by IndiGo.

“IndiGo has submitted a list
of 717 slots to the ministry,
which it has vacated after the
domestic winter schedule
was reduced by 10 per cent in
early December last year,”
one of the sources said.

The airline, which gener-
ally operates more than
2,200 flights daily, has
trimmed the number of ser-

vices following the directive

from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) that was aimed at
preventing last-minute can-
cellations and ensuring
operational stability.

As part ofits winter sched-
ule for 2025-26, IndiGo was
allowed to operate 15,014
flights per week, which
comes to 2,144 flights per
day. A 10 per cent reduction
has brought this down to
1,930 domestic flights per
day. It may be noted here that
IndiGo, in its summer sched-

ule, operated on an average
of 2,022 flights a day.
Between December 3 and
5 last year, IndiGo cancelled
2,507 flights and 1,852 flights
were delayed, impacting over
3 lakh passengers at airports
across the country.
Following the massive dis-
ruptions, DGCA reduced
IndiGo's winter schedule by
10 per cent, which meant
the airline had stopped oper-
ating services in various slots.
“Going by the slots vacated
by IndiGo, it is clear that they
can be operated by other

airlines only till the end of
March. After that, they might
go back to IndiGo. No one can
do the network planning at
such short notice.

No one is going to open a
sector at such short notice,
operate it only to close after
amonth,” an airline industry
executive said. Another
airline industry executive
said airlines might not be
keen to take the slots vacated
by IndiGo, as most of them
are for red-eye flights.
Generally, red-eye flights are
those operated late at night or
in the wee hours.

In its communication sent
out to airlines on Thursday,
the ministry said the commit-
tee on redistribution of the
vacated IndiGo slots held its
first meeting on |anuary 13,
wherein the process and
principles for redistribution
were discussed. Following
the deliberations, the panel
has now asked airlines to
submit their requests and
preferences for the vacated
slots, subject to various con-
ditions, it added.

As per the communica-
tion, the airlines have to send
their requests for the vacated
slots to the airport operators
concerned and the final deci-
sion on the redistribution of
the slots. Among other con-
ditions, the interested air-
lines should not discontinue
their existing routes to utilise
the vacated slots.

On January 17, DGCA
announced slapping fines
totalling 222.20 crore for the
December flight disruptions
and had also warned CEO
Pieter Elbers and two
other senior executives
for the lapses. It also
directed the airline to
furnish a 750 crore bank guar-
antee to ensure long-term
systemic corrections.

The watchdog, on January
20, said the disruptions
stemmed from mismanage-
ment of adequate flight crew,
inadequate regulatory pre-
paredness at the operator
level, and shortcomings in
system software support,
management structure, and
operational control.
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8,000 flights cancelled as major winter storm bears down across much of US

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Dallas

More than 8,000 flights across the
US set to take off over the
weekend have been cancelled as
a major storm expected to wreak
havoc across much of the country
bears down, threatening to knock
out power for days and snarl
major roadways.

Roughly 140 million people
were under a winter storm
warning from New Mexico to
New England. The National
Weather Service forecast warns of
widespread heavy snow and a
band of catastrophic ice stretch-
ing from east Texas to North
Carolina. Forecasters warned that
damage, especially in areas
pounded by ice, could rival that of
a hurricane. By Friday night, the
edge of the storm was sending
freezing rain and sleet into parts
of Texas while snow and sleet

were falling in Oklahoma. After
sweeping through the South, the
storm was expected to move into
the Northeast, dumping about a
foot (30 centimeters) of snow
from Washington through New

York and Boston, the weather
service predicted. Governors in

more than a dozen States
sounded the alarm about the tur-
bulent weather ahead, declaring
emergencies or urging people to
stay home. Texas Governor Greg
Abbott told residents on the social
media platform X that the state
Department of Transportation

was pretreating the roads and told
residents, “Stay home if possible.”

More than 3,400 flights were
delayed or cancelled Saturday,
according to the flight tracking
website FlightAware. More than
5,000 were called off for Sunday.

Angela Exstrom was supposed
to fly back to Omaha, Nebraska,
from a trip in Mexico, but she
learned her Saturday flight out of
Houston had been cancelled. So
instead, she is going back via Los
Angeles. "Ifyou live in the Midwest
and travel in the winter, stuff can
happen,” she said. Frigid tem-
peratures and ice. Utility compa-
nies braced for power outages
because ice-coated trees and
power lines can keep falling long
after a storm has passed.

The Midwest saw wind chills as
low as minus 40 degrees
Fahrenheit (minus 40 Celsius),
meaning that frostbite could set

in within 10 minutes.

In Bismarck, North Dakota,
where the wind chill was minus
41 (minus 41 Celsius), Colin Cross
was bundled up Friday in long
johns, two long-sleeve shirts, a
jacket, hat, hood, gloves and
boots as he cleaned out an empty
unit for the apartment complex
where he works.

“I've been here awhile and my
brain stopped working," Cross
said. The storm has been a
popular topic of discussion for
days at Saint Paul Mini Market
in Baltimore.

"Every single person that walks
in talks about the storm,” said
owner Ayaz Ahmed. “Somehow,
this time around, they did a good
job letting people know that
here's a storm coming their way,
and everybody knows about the
storm, but how to deal with that
is another thing," Ahmed said.

Government prepares to respond.
The federal Government put
nearly 30 search and rescue teams
on standby. Officials had more
than 7 million meals, 600,000
blankets and 300 generators
placed throughout the area the
storm was expected to cross,
according to the Federal
Emergency ManagementAgency.

President Donald Trump said
via social media on Friday that his
administration was coordinating
with state and local officials
and “FEMA is fully prepared
to respond.”

After the storm passes, it will
take a while to thaw out. Ice can
add hundreds of pounds to power
lines and branches and make
them more susceptible to snap-
ping, especially if it's windy.

In at least 11 Southern states
from Texas to Virginia, a majori-
ty of homes are heated by electric-

ity, according to the US Census
Bureau.A severe cold snap five
years ago took down much of the
power grid in Texas, leaving mil-
lions without power for days and
resulting in hundreds of deaths.
Abbott vowed that will not
happen again, and utility compa-
nies were bringing in thousands
of employees to help keep the
lights on. Church, Carnival and
classes cancelled.

Churches moved Sunday ser-
vices online, and the Grand Ole
Opry in Nashville, Tennessee,
decided to hold its Saturday night
radio performance without fans.
Carnival parades in Louisiana
were cancelled or rescheduled.

Philadelphia announced
schools would be closed Monday.
Superintendent Tony B
Watlington Sr Told students, “It's
also appropriate to have one or
two very safe snowball fights."
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IndiGobecomesfirstairline
toofferdirect Delhi-Athens

connectivityfromtoday

PANKAJ JAIN
New Dellid, 24 Janary

IndiGo on Friday launched
non-stop flight services
between India and Greece,
becoming the first airline to
offer direct connectivity
between the two countries.

The airline has started direct
flights from Mumbaito Athens,
while services between Delhi
and Athens will begin from
Saturday.

The new routes are being
operated using India’s first
Airbus A321XLR aircraft.
IndiGowill operate three flights
aweekoneach route, connecting
Athens with Mumbai and
Delhi, With this bunch, ravellers
from Greece will get direct
access to India's two major
metro cities and further

The Statesman

Sun,
https://epaper.thestat

connections across IndiGo’s
domestic and international
network. Along with the new
flights, a codeshare agreement
between IndiGo and Greece’s
largest airline, AEGEAN, has
also come into effect.

This partnershipwill allow
passengers toconnect to more
than10destinations in Europe,
including cities in Italy, Spain
and Bulgaria, as well asseveral
destinationsin India and Asia.

IndiGo said Athens is an
important destination for
Indian travellers, especially
for leisure travel, meetings
and events, and wedding
tourism. The airline added
that the new services will
strengthen air connectivity
between India and Europe
and support growing travel

demand.

25 January 2026
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