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Centre prepares plan for construction of
dual-use green field airport at Great Nicobar

NEW DELHI: The central gov-
ernment has drawn up an ambi-
tious plan to develop a dual-use
greenfield international air-
port at Great Nicobar, aimed
at strengthening national secu-
rity while also boosting tourism
and regional connectivity.

According to the Detailed
Project Report (DPR), the pro-
posed airport will functionasa
dual-use military and civil facil-
ity. The Indian Navy will have
control over the airside opera-
tions and Air Traffic Control,
while the Airports Authority
of India (AAT) will manage the
civil apron, passenger terminals
and related facilities.

Great Nicobar is the south-
ernmost and largest island in
the Nicobar group. The Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands’ main
city, Port Blair, is located more
than 500 km away, while inter-

Indian Navy will
have control over
airside operations
and ATC, while the
AAl will manage the
civil apron

national destinations such as
Phuket and parts of Sumatra

lie within a 300-km radius of

the proposed airport.

The DPR notes that beyond
strategic requirements, the air-
port will significantly improve
connectivity and open up major
opportunities for tourism-led
development, helping position
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands on the global tourism
map. The Indian mainland isat
least 1,500 km from Great Nico-
bar, with Delhi around 3,000

km away. Kolkata and Mum-
bai are approximately 1,850 km
and 2,250 km distant, respec-
tively. Several international des-
tinations, including Singapore,
Vietnam and Bali, fall within a
1,000-1,500 km range of the
proposed facility.

Geagrgghicaﬂy, Great Nico-
bar extends from Ranganatha
Bay on the east coast to Galathea
Bay in the south, and around
Indira Point—the southern-
most tip of India—to Pemayya
Bay. Indonesia’s Sumatra island
lies just 180 km south of Indira
Point. The island spans about
910 sq km, with a large portion
designated as the Great Nicobar
Biosphere Reserve.

The proposed airport site is
located along the coast between
Gandhi Nagar and Shastri
Nagar on the southern side of
the island and is accessible via

a road connecting Galathea
Bay to Campbell Bay, about 30
km away. Surrounded by hills,
the site will require grading to
ensure safe aircraft operations.
The DPR states that flight paths
will largcly pass over the sea,
minimising disturbance from
low-fly mg aircraft. The runway
is planned in a north-south ori-
entation, aligned with prevailing
wind conditions.

The island is home to indig-
enous Shompen and Nicobarese
tribes. The DPR also refers to the
broader Great Nicobar Devel-
opment Plan, a large-scale infra-
structure initiative that includes
atranshipment port, the airport
and enhanced strategic defence
infrastructure. Under this
plan, the island’s population is
projected to rise to about
6,50,000 by 2050, from the cur-
rent estimated 6,500,  AGENCIES
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Great Nicobar Airport: A boost to India’s defence, connectivity

RAJESH KUMAR B New Defhi

Planned as a dual-use facility,
the Modi Government has
prepared an ambitious plan
for the construction of a dual-
use greenfield international
airport at Great Nicobar that
will play an important role in
the country’s national securi-
ty while improving connectiv-
ity in the Indian Ocean
Region. Great Nicobar is the
southernmost and largest of
the Nicobar Islands.
According to the Detailed
Project Report (DPR) prepared
for the strategic airport, it will
be developed as a dual-use
military airfield with the

control of the airside and Air
Traffic Control with the Indian
Navy and civil apron control
and associated passenger-
related facilities with the
Airports Authority of India
(AAl). The DPR also mentioned
the Great Nicobar
Development Plan, whichisa
massive infrastructure plan
envisaged by the Government
and includes a major trans-
shipment port, airport and
future strategic defence for
the southern tip of Great
Nicobar Island.

The population of Great
Nicobar Island is projected to
reach around 6.5 lakh by
2050. Of this, about 3.25 lakh

is expected during Phase 1
between 2025 and 2040, with
another 4 lakh added in Phase
2 from 2041 to 2055. By 2075,
the population is estimated to
rise to 13-15 lakh. The broader
development plan includes
hotels, resorts, dining and

retail facilities concentrated
in coastal urban hubs. The
current population of the
island is only around 6,500.
The island’s marine and forest
ecosystems are expected to
support eco-tourism and sci-
entific research, alongside

economic activity.

The documents estimate
that investments linked to the
airport, a proposed trans-
shipment hub, and tourism
facilities could create about
1,05,000 direct jobs by 2050.
A further 1,57,700 jobs are
expected through indirect
employment in services and
SUppOIt Sectors.

Located near the crucial Six
Degree Channel, one of the
world's busiest maritime
trade routes, the airport is
projected to enhance India's
surveillance and response
capabilities across the eastern
Indian Ocean.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

Great Nicobar Airport: A
boost to India’s...

It will enable operations by larger military aircraft
and sharply reduce response times, particularly
as the nearest civilian airport in Port Blair is over
500 km away.

The site is surrounded by hills, and necessary
site grading has been planned to facilitate safe air-
craft operations. The flight path of the aircraft will
run over the sea, and there will be minimal dis-
turbance due to the overflying of aircraft at low
altitude. The runway at this site is oriented inan
approximate northfsouth direction, which is
suitable for the prevailing wind direction, accord-
ing to the DPR.

Apart from strategic needs, the airport will

ensure ease of connectivity and hence present a
great opportunity for tourism-oriented develop-
ment that would put Andaman and Nicobar
Islands on the map of global tourist destinations
as well, according to the DPR.
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AAI spends 3cr a year on flyers’
buggy rides to cab plck-up p01nt

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Airports Authori-
ty of India (AAT) has been pa-
ying around ¥1 crore annual-
Iy to two private agencies to
ferry passengers from the ar-
rival terminals to the multi-
level cab pick-up point. Tho-
ugh the authorities plan to
shift the cab pick-up area clo-
ser to the flag mast near Ter-
minall(T1)building soon, the
existing contracts with the
agencies are valid until 2029,

Passengers have critici-
sed AAT ever since the pick-
up point was relocated from
the flag mast in July 2024, Af-
ter an outrage, it announced
that buggies will drop pas-
sengers at the multi-level cab
pick-up points. In response to
an RTI query. AAl said its
contract with one of the ope-
rators, Maini Materials Pvt
Ltd ended on Dec 9, while two
other contracts signed with
TRI Electric Pvt Ltd will be in
effect till 2029, TRI Electric
has deployved 56 drivers to
operate 16 buggies round the
clock. The cost of operating
each buggy exceeds 71 lakh a
month, including a monthly
salary of about 235,000 for
each driver.

Dayanand Krishnan, a
mobility activist who obtai-
ned the information through

BUGGY
SERVICES

HANGING IN THE AIR:
Long waits for
buggies, lack of
space for luggage,
cramped lifts are
some of the issues

CONTRACTORS
Maini Materials | March3,2023| 71.34er 5 18
Movement Pvt Ltd | - Dec9,2025 | (2024-25) | buggies

: Nov8,2024 | 72.13er 16
TR Electric PUtLd | o, 53029 | (o025-26) | buggies | 9B

the RTI Act, said the expendi-
ture was unnecessary. “There
was zero cost incurred by
AATwhen cabs picked up pas-
sengers from the flagmastne-
ar Terminal 1. It was far more
convenient for arriving pas-
sengers. The pick-up point
was shifted to the multi-level
parking lot without seeking
public opinion, and passeng-
ers still struggle to reach the-
re,” he said,

Long waits for buggies,
unfriendly operators, lack of
space for luggage, and cram-
ped lifts connecting floors ha-
ve added to passengers’ woes.
Many flyers have shared the-
ir unpleasant experiences on
social media. Recently, one
passenger posted a video sho-
wing dirty, crowded lifts with
no space for trolleys at the

parking lot. “Can vou helieve
this is the condition of lifts at
amajorinternational airport
in a state capital? Politicians,
celebrities, and wealthy tra-
vellers do not face such hard-
ships because AAI rolls out
the red carpet for them,” the
postsaid.

Airport officials maintai-
ned that the buggy contracts
were signed to address pas-
senger needs when the pick-
up area was moved. Once the
new pick-up point opens, pas-
sengers can board vehicles in
front of Tl terminal, while
the multi-level parking area
will continue to function as
an additional pick-up point.
“The buggy contracts can be
short-terminated when the
service is no longer requi-
red,” an official added.
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NAVI MUMBAI
AIRPORTTO START
OPS TOMORROW

AFTER

DECADES

OF planning,
-I - grt-enfmld
[ Mavi Mumbal

Inter national
Airport is all set to start
commercial operations
fromThursday, whichwil
reduce travel time and
attract large-scale
investments In the region
The launch is expected to
alleviate congestion at
the existing Mumbas
internaticnal arport,
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Noida Airport ties
up With TechM
for cybersecurity

MODA NTERMATIOMNAL
ARPORT and IT servces firm
Tee b Mahindra on Tuesday
annouwnced ther partnership
to estabdsh and operate an
integrated Network and
Security Operations Centre
for the airpert. Tech Mahindra

will collaberate with NI 'a. o
establish a process-driv
ecosystem that |:i:|ces

eyberwaeurity at the heart of
airport operaticns.
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Police record passenger’s

statement in IGI assault

Karn Pratap Singh

karn singh@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI : Police on Tuesday
have recorded a detailed state-
ment of the passenger who was
allegedly assaulted by an off-
duty Air India Express pilot at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport last week, a
day after a first information
report (FIR) was registered in
connection with the case, two
senior police officers aware of
the matter said.

“The complainant (Dewan)
was called today for recording

his detailed statement, collection
of evidence, and for getting his
medical examination conducted.
Further recording of statements
of all relevant individuals and
collection of evidence in the case
will continue,” said deputy com-
missioner of police (IGI Airport)
Vichitra Veer.

On Friday, a passenger, Ankit
Dewan posted on social media
that an Air India Express cap-
tain, later identified as Captain
Virender Sejwal, assaulted him
at Terminal | of the airport.

After Dewan's social media
post, Sejwal was suspended.
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IGIA assault: Passenger says
CT scan shows nasal fracture

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A passenger
allegedly assaulted by an off-
duty Air India Express pilot at
the Dielhi airport has said a CT
scan confirmed a displacement
of his lefi nasal bone.

The complainant, Ankit
Ddewan, said he is now seek-
ing justice in the matter
Dewan said he has submitted a
written complaint to the Delhi
Police and learned through
media reports that en FIR has
been Aled.

"l am right now focusing on
my health, and a CT scan today
showed a displaced fracture of
left nasal bone. | hope [ get jus-
tice in the matter]” Dewan said.

The Delhi Police on Mon-
day said based on Dewans com-
plaint received via email, a case
has been registered under sec-
tions 115 {voluntarily cansing
hurt), 126 {wrongful restraint)
and 351 of the Bharatiya Myaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023,

An investigation is
underway, they  said.
Earlier, the pu-hcr had said
they had not received a for-
mal complaint and only
became aware of the incident
after Dewan’s post surfaced
on social media platform X
Dewan alleged that he was

Cops collect ewdence in assauit case

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police
on Tuesday said it has begun
collecting CCTV footage and
other material evidence in con-
nection with an alleged assault
involving an off-duty Air India
Excpress pilot at the Indira Gan-
dhi [nternational Airport.
Police said footage from
multiple cameras installed in

and around the security area of Terminal 1 is being examined
to reconstruct the sequence of events. Staterents of witnesses

present at the

will also be recorded, a senior officer said.

An FIR has been registered under sections 115, 126 and 351
of the BNS after a complaint was received via e-mail from the
passenger on Monday. “The investigation is at a8 preliminary
stage. Relevant evidence is being gathered and the accused

will be called for questioning,” the officer said.

NPOST

physically assaulted by Air
India Express captain Virender
Sejwal near the security area
af Terminal 1 of the airport on
December 19, He claimed the
assault caused him to bleed and
traumatised his seven-year-old
daughter, who witnessed the
encounter.

According to Dewan, the
altercation began when he
objected to certain staff mem-
bers allegedly cutting the quene
at the security checkpaint.

He alleged that the
pilot verbally abused him

before the physical attaclk.
Air India Express issued a state-
ment, saying it is aware of the
incident imvolving an employee
who was travelling as a passen-
ger on another airline at the
timie.

The aidine has removed
the pilot from official dutics
with immediate effect, pend-
ing an internal investigation.
Police officials said they will
examine the matter based on
the complaint and available evi-
dence, including CCTV foot-

age from the terminal.
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UPallocates 1,246 croreforJewar

Airport- GangaExpresswaylmk

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Expressway project. This

Lucknow, 22 December proposed funding will
address obstacles to the

To boost industrial development of

development and global eXpressways.

connectivity, the Uttar A token demand of 25

Pradesh government has lakh has been placed for the

allocated #1,246 crore in the
supplementary budget for
the construction of an
access-controlled greenfield

construction of new public
convenience complexes and
vehicle parking spaces on
the left side of the 292-km

expressway from Jewar ' stretch of the Agra-
Airport to the Ganga expressway will directly attraction, employment Lucknow Expressway,
Expressway. connect Noida generation, and the which will be borne from
This funding will International Airport development of industrial savings in grants.
expedite the land (Jewar) to the Ganga clusters in the state. To boost industrial
acquisition process. This Expressway, providing Providing comprehensive  investment, the government
project is considered a seamless transportation, support for industrial and has proposed significant fun-
decisive step towards exports, industrial supply infrastructure development,  ding under various invest-
further strengthening Uttar ~ chains, and passenger the supplementary budget ment policies. Funds have
Pradesh’s position on the traffic. has allocated 1,835 crore been proposed to meet addi-
global map for international The government believes  under the BGF for the tional requirements of 275
investment, logistics, and that this corridor will pro- Ganga Expressway project crore for the implementation
industrial expansion. vide an unprecedented and 100 crore for the of the Accelerated Invest-
This greenfield boost to investment Gorakhpur Link ment Promotion Policy 2020,
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HC disposes
PIL on airport
‘land grab’

Pinto.Deepak@timesofindia.com

Hyderabhad: Telangana high
court on Monday disposed of
a public interest litigation al-
leging encroachment of 97.6
acresof airport land in Mank-
hal village of Maheswaram
mandal in Rangareddy dis-
trict.

The court directed the pe-
titioner to submit a fresh re-
presentation to the Rangared-
dy district collector along
with all documents, details
and evidence insupportof his
claim that the land had been
encroached upon.

The petitioner, Kukkala
Krishna,allegedthattheland,
acquired for the international
airport, was illegally occupi-
ed by Vertex Developers LLE
He said several complaints
submitted to the authorities
hadnot vielded any actionand
sought directions for removal
of thealleged encroachments,
restoration of the land to govt
control, and cancellation of
two layout permits issued in
2021. The PIL was heard by a
division bench of Chief Justi-
ce Aparesh Kumar Singh and
Justice GM Mohiuddin.

The petitioner further al-
leged that the private develo-
per misrepresented facts and
documents before the Hydera-
bad Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority to secure
construction permissions on
the acquired land.

Recording the submis-
sions, the bench allowed him
to submit a fresh representa-
tion before the Rangareddy
collector.
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Bomb threat mails take
toll on RGIA staft, fliers

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Cyberabad poli-
ce registered 16 bomb threat
cases at the Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational Airport (RGIA)
inDecalone, including oneon
Monday. All threats were la-
ter declared hoaxes after veri-
fication, However, their fre-
quency placed immense pres-
sure on airport security per-
sonnel and airlines, besides
causing inconvenience to
passengers, with three flights
diverted, police said.

Around midnight on Mon-
day. a representative of GMR
Hyderabad International
Airport Ltd (GHIAL) lodged a
complaint with RGIA police
statingthatanemail warning
of explosives on board KLM
Royval Dutch Airlines flight
KLM 873 had been received.
The aircraft landed at1.12 am.

“CISF personnel carried
out anti-sabotage checks on
the aircraft, and passengers
were also screened. No suspi-
cious material was found. It
was a hoax. A case has been
registered,” RGIA police sa-
id. Earlier this month, three
flights —two IndiGo services
from Madina and Kuwait,

AFTERMATH OF A THREAT MAIL

#Threat email or
phone call is first
forwarded to Airport | Control Centre
Predictive Operations | (SOCC) operated

Centre (APOC) by CISF

©APOC alerts
Security Operations

#Bomb Threat
Assessment
Committee assesses
credibility of threat

#|n case of specific
threats mentioning
time or location,
flight is diverted or
inspect at origin/
destination

@50+ personnel
take part in checks
for each threat mail

@ Flight diversions significantly increase operational burden on
airlines and cause major inconvenience to passengers

and a Kuwait Airways flight
from Kuwait to Hyderabad —
were diverted to Ahmedabad,
Mumbai and Muscat follo-
wingsimilar threat emails,
Before Monday's incident,
15 similar emails were recei-
ved this month through RGI-
A's customer support email.
Investigators found that sen-
ders used anonymity-focused
email services such as ma-
il2toremail, ProtonMail and
even spoofed domains of me-
dia organisations. “Some
email IDs were spoofed, while

others were created using
Tormail. All threat emails
were sent via VPNs, making
it difficult to identify the ac-
cused, More than half adozen
emails were sent using the
same name. We're analysing
technical details to trace the
culprits,” an official said.

Twenty-two of the 28 hoax
bomb threat cases registered
at RGIA police station in 2025
were transferred to the cyber-
crime police station a few da-
ysago. The other cases will be
transferred soon.
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Airside Transfer: Domestic To Int'l
Transit May Be A Breeze At Airport

To Be Followed By Int’l-Domestic Movement Later, Linking T3 With T1 & T2

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Transiting bet-
ween the three terminals of
Indira Gandhi International
Airport could become less of
a hassle from next vear.

Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL) islearnt to be
planning a dedicated corri-
dor between Terminal 2 and
Terminal 3 so that domestic-
to-international passengers,
tobeginwith, canbe transfer-
red airside, instead of them
having to use the road. De-
pending on clearances from
multiple govt agencies, the
airport operator plans to
start doing so before March
2026. This will be followed by
international to domestic
transfers from T3 to T2.

The biggest relief could

come by next June when a si-
milar airside connectivity is
likely to be provided for do-
mestic to  international
transfers from T1 to T3, follo-
wed by T3 to Tl for passengers
flying from international to
domestic sectors.

Domestic-to-domestic air-
side transfers between the
three terminals are not vet in
the works.

Commuting between T1
and T2/3, which are almost 9
km apart, has been a sore po-
int. Despite IGIA beingone of
the world’s busiest airport,
DIAL’s plan to operate an air
train, like most big global
hubs, including Changi, JFK,
Dubai, Kuala Lumpur, Heath-
row and Zurich airport, has
been gathering dust for al-
most adecade now.

“An internal team of DI-

Buses on the airside
will have a speed
limit of 20 kmph, but
even then, the
commute will be
much more faster
and convenient than
roadside transfers

AL and external consultants
areworkingonfindingatech-
nical solution for dedicated
corridors for transfers bet-
ween T3 — the airport’s sole
international terminal —
and T1 and T2, both of which
handle only domestic traf-
fie,” sources said.

The operator is cognisant
of thefactthat in the continu-
ed absence of an automated
people mover — usually air
trains at airports—a way ne-

eds to be found for making
transfers seamless. The plan
to start off with domestic-to-
international operations is
owing to the fact that flvers
can directly carry their
check-in bags from an inco-
ming domestic flight to an
outgoing international one,
the sources said.

The baggage of interna-
tional passengers entering
India, on the other hand, ne-
eds to pass through Customs
first before the flyers can car-
ry them on a connecting do-
mestic flight. A seamless rou-
te for this is also reportedly
bheing worked out.

“The airport operator ho-
pes to present the plan to govt
agencies, including aviation
ministry, DGCA, BCAS, cus-
toms and CISF for their sug-
gestions and approvals. Buses

used for transfers on the airsi-
de will have a speed limit of 20
kmph, but even then, the com-
mute will be much more con-
venientand faster than roadsi-
de transfers, said the sources.

DIAL, which is backed by
GMR Group, took over the air-
port in May 2006 based on a
PPP model. It plans to imple-
ment these passenger-friendly
moves to coincide with it mar-
king two decades at [GLA.

With DIAL's first 30-vear
concession period ending in
2036, the time between an air
train becoming operational,
say in 2030, and 2036, is too
short for a bidder to recover
the expense. Hence, the air
train remains a dream for
now. Hence, a dedicated airsi-
de corridor, to begin with,
will be of great help for the
transit passengers.
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Sarla Aviation commences
ground testing of air taxi

MUMEBAL Dec 22: Aerospace startup Sarla
Awiation, which plans to roll out electric air
taxis for local commutig by 2028, on Mon-
day announced the commencement of ground
testing of its taxa programme at its Bengalu-
ru manufacturing facility.

With ground testing now under way, the
company’s air taxi programme enters its core
validation phase, moving decisively beyond
digital concepts and laboratory-scale experi-
mentation mto real aircraft-scale testing, it said.

It also said that the achievement places In-
dia among a small group of nations actively
developing next-generation vertical flight
systemns at an industrial scale.

The platform also said it has raised a total
of USD 13 milhon (around Rs 116 crore) so
far across its Pre-Seed and Seed rounds in
2024, followed by a Series A roundin January
2025 led by investors Accel and Zerodha co-
founder Nikhil Kamath.

The platform in January this year unveiled
its prototype air taxi, Shunya, at the Bharat
Mobility Global Expo with plans to roll out
electric Vertical Takeoff and Landing (eVTOL)
aircraft in Bengaluru in 2028,

“Sarla Aviation has commenced ground
testing for 1ts half-scale (7.5-metre wingspan)
eVTOL demonstrator, SYLLA SYL-X1, at the
company’s Bengaluru test facility,” the com-
pany said.

With a 7.5-metre wingspan, SYL-X1 repre-
sents the largest and most advanced private
eVTOL demonstrator of its kind currently un-
der development in India. Achieved in approx-
imately 9 months of development and at a frac-
tion of the capatal typically required for compa-
rable global programs, the milestone, the com-
pany clmmed, marks a level of engineering
scale, execution speed, and systems maturity
not previcusly demonstrated by a private aer-
ospace company in the country.

The current demonstrator 1s a functional
sub-scale aweraft, purpose-built to validate
structural behaviour, propulsion ntegration,
and system-level safety architecture at a
meaningful scale. Unlike academic prototypes
or small RC-scale platforms, SYL-X1 1s de-
signed with certification intent from the out-
set, forming a direct bridge toward Sarla Avi-
ation’s 15-metre wingspan full-scale aireraft,
it smd. — PTI
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Boeing to deliver Air India’s first 787-9
Dreamliner, second is in the works

CAPACITY BOOST. The move will expand the airline’s wide-body capability, address growing long-haul demand

—
Rohit Vaid
Charieston

The induction of Air India’s
first Boeing 7879 Dream
liner aircraft is expected o
expand the airline’s wade-
body capacity while address
ing growing long-haul de-
mand, said Salil Gupte, Pres-
ideny of Boeing India and
South Asia.

Spt,".‘].}!ing o haistinessiiine,
Gupte said that the company
i set to deliver the first Boe-
irl.g TE7-2 aireraft 1o Alr India
in the coming weeks.

He added that the produc-
tion process for the next
Boelng 7R7-9 aircraft for Air
Inadia s underway.

The Boeing TET-9 Deewin
liner is a wide-body, twin-
aisle aircraft desigmed for
medium - to loag-kaul opera
tions. It is part of the Boeing

Aireraft availability is
only onge of several
factors mfluencing
capacity deplovment
SALIL GUPTE

Fresident of Boeng India and
South Asis

787 family and offers a
longer fusclage and higher
passenper capacity — 250 to
290 passengers o 3 three-
class configuration) com-
pared to the 787-3.

The 7879 i3 powered by
next-generation engines and
is designed to operate on o
'U.l:ldl..- njhg-c of ll'lng-llau|
routes. It features an up-
dated cabin architecture, in-
cluding larger windows, -
proved air quality systems

and higher cabin humidity
levels compared with older
wide-body aircraft. [ts range
{abour 7,565 nautical miles)
az well as pavicad capahbilit-
ies allow airiines to deploy
the aircraft on both hlgh
density and long-range inter-
national sectors.

MEGA DEAL

Air India has ordered 20 of
these aireraft as pary of its
mega order of over 200 Boe-

ing jets of different types
placed in 2023,

Earlier, the airline high
lighred thar in 2026 it plans
to induct six new wide-body
aircraft, comprising Boelng
TE7-9s and Airbus A3S0-
10005, alongside around 20
narrow-body albreraft. How
ever, the fleer size will re-
main flat due to the return of
older leased jets.

On the widening gap
between capocity and de-
mand in India's avistion in-
dustry, Gupte said aircraft
availability is only one of sev-
eral factors influencing capa-
city deployment,

Further, aircraft supply,
infrastructure readiness, in-
cluding airports and the
availability of lnding and
parking slots,  regolatory
frameworks, global mainten-
ance capacity, especially for
engines, and pilot svailabliny

also playarole. These factors
together  determine  how
much capacity can be de
ployed in the market.

Hoeing also underscored
that it i3 not only continuing
o manufacture  advanced
girplancs that serve airline

passenger requirements

bur also transforming the

Ernm.-ﬁs by which they are

utlt and supported, leading

how the serospace industry
continies 1o evalve .

The acrospace glant has
brought in a?sti:mjt changes
bt production which have
been implemented over the
last 18 months. These initiat-
tves, Boetng sald, were com-
mitted to safery, quality, cus-
tomer support and to
rebuilding trust, “one alf-
plane at a time".

Thie wrl ter wags |0 Chaarbegnze ot rhe
iwatation of Eoeing

IndiGo to hand out travel
vouchers from Dec 26 to
fliers affected by crisis

—_—
DOur Bureau
Kew Dmlhi

IndiGGo has moved 1o com-
pensate  passengers  who
were severely affected dur
ing the recent disraption 1o
its operations. The airline
had earlier stated that h
would issue 10,000 travel
vouchers to impacted travel-
lers, in addition 1o staturory
refunds starting ar €5,000.

IndiGo took to X on
Monday and stared that, in
keeping with this commirt-
ment, It i8 extending the
T10000 ‘Gesture of Care'
voucher to  severely  im-
pacted and heavily stranded
CUSIOMErs 8t ai from
noon on December 3 uneil
the end of day on December
5. As per the girline's post,
starting December 26, its
tesirmng will begln reaching out
to customers of ldentified
flights whose contact details
are already avaklable,

IndiCio added that s

teams will take care of the
rest of the process and en-
sure it s completed for these
customers. The airline said
that fior customers whio have
booked through a travel par
net, it is closely coordinating
with them to receive the con-
tact derails. However, the
airline added that if, for any
redason, customers have not
been reached our to, & dedic
ated webpage will be avail-
able from Jonoary 1, 2026, al-
lowhng customers o share
their journey details.

Notably, IndiGo sald trav-
ellers who were stranded
between December 3-5 due
o firport congestion will re-
crive T10,000 travel vouch-
ersvalid for any IndiGo jour-
ney over the next 12 months,

The airline said this
amount 15 over and above the
compengation mandated Lin-
der government rubes, which
mnges from  T5000 o
10,000 depending o block
tirmne.
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DGCA to supervise Air India probe
into in-flight engine shutdown

Rohit Vaid
New Diethi

Civil sviation regulator
DGCA will supervise Air In
dia’s probe into the In-flight
engine shutdown on its
Delhi-Mumbai Bowing 777-
I00ER,

The incident occurred on
Monday when an Air India
alrcraf, registered as VT-
ALS, operating flight Al 887
from Delhi to  Mumbai,
turned back afrer take-off.

The manoeuvre was
eripgered due toa low engine
ol pressure indicatlon on en-
gine no 2, the right-hand en-
gine, during flap retraction.
Shortly thereafter, the en-
gine ol pressure dropped to
wero. According wo the Dir-

cotorate General of Civil Avi-

ation (DGCAY,  following
standard  procedures, the
flight crew shut down engine
e 2 and the wircraft landed
safely ar Delhi, Inspection
and rectification are in pro-
press,

The regulator sald the in-
cident will be investigated by
the airline’s Permanent In-
vestigation Board under the
supervigion of the Director
of Alr Safety (Northern Re-

gion), DMGCA. Air Indin said
the crew operating the fight
decided 1o return to Delhd
shorthy after take-off due toa
technical issue, as per stand
ard operating procedure.

CHECKS UNDERWAY
The alreraft landed safely at
Delhi, and passen, amd
Crew dimbﬂarkcd.g'tlrhmc air
line expressed regret for the
inconvenience caused due to
the unforeseen situation,
Alr India sald the aireraft
is undergoing the necessary
checks, The airline said ad
ded that itz ground team at
Delhiis providing immediate
assistance to passengers and
that alternative  arrange-
ments have been made 1o Ay
them to their destinarion.
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Sarla Aviation's eVTOL platform
undergoes ground- testlng

BENGALURU, DHNS: Sarla Avia-
tion commenced ground-test-
ing for its half-scale electric
vertical take-off and landing
(eVTOL) demonstrator, SYL-
LA SYL-XI, at its Bengaluru
test facility on Monday. With
a 7.5-metre wingspan, the
SYL-X1 represents the largest
and most-advanced private
eVTOL demonstrator of its
kind currently under devel-
opmentin India, the company
saidin astatement.

With ground-testing un-
derway, Sarla Aviation’s air
taxiprogrammeis entering its
corevalidation phase, moving
beyond digital concepts and
laboratory-scale experimen-
tation into real aircraft-scale
testing. Accordingly, the

current eVTOL demonstra-
tor is a functional sub-scale
aireraft, purpose-built to val-
idate structural behaviour,
propulsion integration, and
system-level safety architec-
ture at meaningful scale.

Meanwhile, Sarla Aviation
alsodelivered a full-scale stat-
ic aircraft for national show-
case at Bharat Mobility, while
raising $13 million in funding
to strengthen long-term exe-
cution capability.
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No extension to IndiGo on using
wet-leased planes from Turkey

SUKALPSHARMA
Hew Delhi, December 23

INDI GO HASTHE pernadssionio
use wet-leased aircraft from
Turkey-based airlines oy till
March,and nofurther ectension
willl be provided, aviation regu-
Istor Nrectomte Genemlof Crel
Aviation (DGCA) sidlate Mon-
day. Moreower, the lease on two
wikle-body Boeing 777 alrerafi
that are among the planes
IniCo has om lease £ rom Turdk
ish carriers s valid only till the
end of February, and has not
been extended The clarification
mmeamid speoslation inasec
tion of the media that IndiGo
had recerved the DGCA snod for
a siv-month lease extension on
thetwo Boeing 777s

IndiGo has a totalof seven
alrerafl on wel-lease — taking

e abreraft on leass along with
the opemting cew — fiom
Turkish carriers — five Roeing
737 r!ln nes from Comendon A

lines tll March-end, apart from
the two I!r.ln:r:g 737 im':. from
Turkkkh Aiclines tll February-
enl. Indiioalso has the rrgl.lh

tor's permussiontobease five Alr -
b A 320 plases from anotber

Turkish carder Freebird Alr-

ways, but these are yet o be
vt ed by thie lndian airlne
"Ms IndiGo has been per
mitted toopemte alc it onwet
lease From Turkey with a last
extension valid till Manch 2026
withasunsctclhusethatno fur
therextensionwill be given. This
shased onthe wndertakd rlﬁaule-

mitted by IndiGo airlines in the
instant case wherein they have
soughtiast time extension, sinoe
their long-ranpeaircraft{A321-
XLE) are to be defivered by Feb-
meary 202 6, the DG CA said,

A senior official said that
while the lease validity for the
nmarmw-body planes  from
Turklsh carrlers Is there till
March, the Turkish Airlines”
Boelng 777y will have to go
backafter Febneary,

IndiGo uses the two wet
leased Boetng 77 7 s forits flighi s
to lstanbul from Delhi and
Mumbai Arid backlash against
Turkey inIndia doe tothe for
i s public backingofPaldstan
dnrlng ['ip{'-zq tion Sindoor, the
DECA had informed IndiGo
that it would not alkow lease
extensions for the twoalrerafi
beyoind Anigual
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Alflightin emergency  Alflight in emergency...

landing, probe ordered

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBEAI
B

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) has ordered a high-
level probe into a serious tech-
nical incident Involving a
Mumbai-bound Al India Right
that was foreed to return and
make an emergency
landing at Delhis In-
dira Gandhi Inter-
national Alrport on
Monday morning.
The flight, AI-887,
wasoperpted using a
long-haul  category
Boeing 77-3ER and was
carrying around 335 passen-
gers and crew. It departed
from Delhi at 6:31 am for
Mumbal. However, less than
an hour after mke-off, the
flight crew detected a critical

¢ e 4 b e e

Delhi-
Murn bai
flight Al-BBY  dum showed that
turns back after
trouble in one
engine

!':‘ T Ry

technical failure in one
of the engines.
Flight tracking

the arcraft, regis-
tered as VT-ALS, had
been In the alr for
about 45 minutes when
the cockpit crew noticed a
low engine oil pressure warn-
ing inengine number two, the
right-wing engine, during the
flap retraction phase.

_* Contdon | naticn

The situation worsened when the oil pressure
drmopped to zem, prompting the pilots o folow
standard operating procedures (SOP) and shut
down the affected engine mid-air,

The crew then decided to return to the origin air-
portand landed back in Delhi at around 6:52 am. A
full emergency was declared at the afrport between
6.40 am and 6352 am, during which fire tenders,
ambulances and rescue teams were placed on high
alert and positioned along the runway. The aircraft
landed safely on asingle engine, and all passengers
disembarked through regular gates without any
Injuries.

After the incident, the MoCA sought a detailed
repaort from Air India and directed the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to conduct a thor-
ough investigation. The ministry also asked the air-
line to assist passengers and accommeodate them on
subsequent flights.

The DGCA said it would review the aircrafts
recent maintenance records. Sources indicated that
preliminary checks did not show any earlier abnor-
malities in oil consumption for this particular air-
craft

Afr India said the aircratt would undergo the
required technical checks and that an alternative
Boeing 777 aircraft had been arranged, which
departed after 10 am to carry the stranded passen-
gers o Mumbai,

“Air India sincerely regrets the inconvenience
caused due to this unforeseen sisation. The aircraft
is undergeing the necessary checks. At Air India,
the safety and well-being of our passengers and
crew remain top prioritg” an airline spokesperson
said.
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15flight
cancellations
at Srinagar, 8 at
Jammu

Saqlb Malik
Srinagac Dec 21

Bad weather conditions,
causing poor visibility,
coupled with operational
reasons, led to the cancella-
tion of 15 flights at the Sri-
nagar International Airport
on Sunday and eight flights
scheduled for Jammu.

As per the data provided
by the Srinagar airport
officials, of the 15 cancelled

# Seel5flight..onPg-08

15 flight cancellations...

flight=, eight were of low-cost carrier IndiGo, two were to
be operated by Air India Express, and one each cancelled
flight was of Air India, SpiceJet, and Air Akasa,

The officials said five flights were able to land at Sri-
nagar and also take off from the swmmer capital,

However, three of these were ferry flights, which are
flight operations without any passengers.

As per the airport data, 862 passengers arrived at Sri-
nagar on Sunday, while the outgoing passengers were 312,

Speaking with Greater lashmir, Raja D, a videographer
from Bengaluru, who was in Srinagar for a professional
tour for the last two days, said he, along with other pas-
sengers, walted in an aircraft for an hour, follow ing which
theyv were made to deboard as the flight pot cancelled.

“The flight on which we were scheduled to travel landed
herein the afternoon. We were made to board the aircraft, but
after waiting for an hour, there was anannouncement that the
flight was cancelled. As a result, all the passengers were made
to deboard the plane,” Raja said. "My colleague and 1are now
on our way to Jammu, travellmg by road, We have booked a
connecting flight ticket from Jammu to Bengaluru for Monday.”
Meanwhile, as per the data shared by the Jammu airport offi-
cials, the eightcancelled flights included five IndiGao flights, two
Afr India Express flights, and one Afr India flight.

Besides, the four cancelled flights at Jammu arport nclud-
ed one Afr India and three IndiGo flights, it said. At the 14th
General Meeting and Tourism Promotion Event of the Tourist
Trade Interest Guild in Srinagar last month, Director, Sri
nagar International Airport, Javed Anjum, told reporters that
the runway at the airport has been upgraded to the Instru.
ment Landing System Category-2 { ILS-2), which essentially
means that even inlow visibility, a flight canmakea landing,

Full story on greaterkashmir.com



AERPUR ISAUT HGRITY QOF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 24 DECENMBER 2025

DR D ORVIGHAIZEA flRed

7% fercelt | TVt el 9 B O R O AR WTER @ off fme
T R OE N PR b e e I m R e R s A e
Jar fereeht ward g o7 uEee vt off v T 33 T W 3EE
arell o | e, Er¥e fawiee ol 3 3 WTeaR @) & & Al
FATEAE] 9 T TR 50 3 ¥ S AT



AIRPUh I'SAUT HUF’! Tl’ (_I!F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES MUMBAT 2.3 JECEMBER 20075

Month-long campaign to mark NMIA
launch on Dec 25; 33 flights on roster

G Mohiuddin Jeddy

letters@hindustantimes.com

MNAVI MUMBAI: Commercial
operations at the Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA)
will commence on December 25
with an extended, month-long
campaign featuring curated wel-
come programmes, gifts and
technology-led passenger servi-
ces, said Jeet Adani, director at
Adani Airports Holdings Lim-
ited, which operates and mana-
ges the NMIA.

“The opening has been
planned as more than a routine
operational start. Every passen-
ger is going to feel special,”
Adani said while speaking to
reporters last week. He refused
to divulge any information about
the main attraction of the
launch, saying, “That is a sur-
prise. I can't disclose that yet.”

CIDCO vice-chairman and
managing director Vijay Singhal
said the December 25 launch
will also mark the start of cali-
brated domestic flight opera-
tions, with 33 aircraft move-
ments on the first day. "Flights

The launch has been deliberately phased and calibrated, said

CIDCO vice-chairman and MD Vijay Singhal.

on day one will be operated by
IndiGo, Akasa Air, Air India
Express and Star Air,” he said.

Adani said passengers access-
ing the airport on the launch day
will encounter a series of
curated elements across the ter-
minal, including airport-themed
giveaways created exclusively
for the launch, multiple selfie
points and cultural showcases
reflecting the airport’s identity
and Maharashtra's local heri-
tage.

“We've brought local artists
onto this stage so that millions of
people can see them,” Adani

HINDUSTAN TIMES

said, pointing to installations
themed around the Dadar flower
market, Sassoon Dock, and forts
in Maharashtra.

Tech-led operations
While the airport has been
designed as a technology-for-
ward facility, all mission-critical
systems will retain human over-
sight, Adani said.

The Air Traffic Control and
the Airport Operations Control
Centre will be fully manned, and
avoid untested automation
deliberately, while the baggage
handling system will be fully

automated, with no manual
intervention between check-in
and aircraft loading.

Flight operations will com-
mence in a calibrated and
phased manner, beginning with
domestic passenger flights. Ini-
tially, the airport will handle
around 30 domestic flights a day
as systems and teams stabilise.
International flights will com-
mence once domestic operations
settle, by February or March,
Adani said.

Singhal too said the launch
has been deliberately phased
and calibrated. “We are not
front-loading volumes. The
focus is on operational stability,
predictability and then scaling
up in a structured manner,” he
said. Operations in phase [ will
be anchored by terminal 1, which
has a designed capacity of 20
million passengers annually,
Singhal said. “The south runway,
cargo terminal, fuel farm and
mulii-level car parking will all be
operational from day one, ena-
bling NMIA to function as a
complete airport ecosystem at
launch,” he noted.
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Alflight returns to Delhi after engine issue

Snehashish Roy
letters@hindustantimes.cam

NEW DELHI: An Air India Boe-
ing 777 flying to Mumbai had to
return to Delhi airport on Mon-
day after one of its two engines
developed a technical snag
shortly after take-off, prompt-
ing the civil aviation regulator
to order a probe into the latest
incident involving the airline
and its subsidiaries.

Pilots observed a low engine
oil pressure on the B777-300ER
aircraft's right-hand engine
during flaps retraction after
take-off. The pressure shortly
thereafter dropped to zero and
the crew shut down the engine
and turned back as per proce-
dure, the Directorate General
of Civil aviation said.

Following a safe landing, all
passengers were safely disem-
barked and alternative travel
arrangements were initiated,
the airline said in a statement.

“The crew operating flight
AIBR7 from Delhi to Mumbai
on 22 December decided to
return to Delhi shortly after
take-off due to a technical issue
as per standard operating pro-
cedure...Air India sincerely
regrets the inconvenience
caused due to this unforeseen
situation. The aircraft is under-
going the necessary checks, “
the airline said.

The aircraft is 15 years old
and has flown to locations such
as Vienna, Vancouver and Chic-
ago, according to Flightra-
dar24.

The Union civil aviation

——— e — — —
-

The pilots observed low oil
pressure on the plane’s right-
hand engine. REUTERS

ministry took cognisance and
sought a detailed report from
the airline, while directing the
civil aviation regulator to initi-
ate a probe. “The Ministry has
sought a detailed report from
Air India, and DGCA has been
directed to conduct a thorough
investigation... Passenger safety

remains paramount,” the min-
istry said.

“Inspection/rectification is in
progress. The incident would
be investigated by the perma-
nent Investigation Board of the
Airline under the supervision
of the Director of Air
Safety(NR),” the DGCA said.

Air India has been under
increased scrutiny after a Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner crashed
shortly after take-off from
Ahmedabad airport in June,
killing 260 people.

In November, an Air India
A320 was found to have flown
multiple commercial flights
without a valid airworthiness
certificate; DGCA suspended
airline staff and order a
detailed internal audit, under-
scoring regulatory concerns

over compliance and documen-
tation.

On August 31, an Air India
flight from Delhi to Indore was
forced to return shortly after
take-off following a fire indica-
tion in one of its engines, while
another Air India international
flight landed safely in Birming-
ham after its emergency RAM
air turbine was deployed mid-
air on October 5.

More recently, in December,
an Air India Express flight
operating between Vijayawada
and Visakhapatnam was can-
celled after a technical issue
was detected before departure,
prompting the airline to
ground the aircraft as a precau-
tionary measure.

With inputs from Reuters
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AIMumbaiflightreturnstoDelhi
shortly aftertake-off duetotech
issue; DGCAtoprobeincident

NIKHILVYAS
New Delhi, 22 December

from Delhi to Mumbai was
forcedtoretum toIndira Gandhi
International Airport here on
Monday shortly after take-off
due to a technical issue.
Theaircraftlanded safely at
the airport in the national
capital and the passengers and
crew havedisembarked, an Air
India spokesperson said.
“The crew operating Flight
AIBET from Delhi to Mumbai
on 22 December decided to
return to Delhi shortly after
take-off due toatechnical issue
as per standard operating
procedure. Theaircraft landed
safely at Defhi and the passengers
and crew have disembarked.

Air India sincerely regrets
inconvenience caused due to
this unforeseen situation,” the
spokesperson saidinastatement.
The spokesperson further
said the "aircraftisundergoing
the necessary checks and that
the ground team at Delhi is
providing immediate assistance
to passengers. Alternative
arrangements havebeen made
toflythemtotheirdestination
shortly. At Air India, the safety
MWﬁMdmmﬂngﬂs
and crew remain top priority.”
Meanwhile, the Ministry of

Civil Aviation has sought a
detailed report from Air India
over the incident.

In a post on X, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation said, "The
Ministry of Civil Aviation has
taken note of the Air India
flight ATI-887 incident involving
a technical issue shortly after
take-off. The aircrafi landed
safely”

"The Ministry has sought a
detailed report from Air India,
and DGCA has been directed
to conduct a thorough
investigation.

Theairline has beendirected
to extend all assistance to
passengers and accomumodate
them on subsequent flights.
Passenger safety remains
paramount,”the Ministry further
said in the poston X.
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Air fares dip amid IndiGo fiasco

SANJAY MANDAL
Calcutta: The IndiGo flasco
earler this month, coupled
with other factors, has con-
tributed to reduced demand
for domestic travel this holi-
fday season, tour operators and
airiine officlals said.

Ticket prices for Decem-
ber 24 across various sectors,
which typically experience
high demand, were signifi-
cantly lower than usual for
this period of the year. Addi-
ticnally, the major crisis faced
by IndiGo in early December,
resulting in the cancellation
of approximately 3,500 flights,
coupled with a fire at a night-
club in Goa, led many individ-
uals to abandon thelr travel
plans to this beach destina-
Hon, according to tour opera-
tors.

The one-way fare from Cal-
cutta to Goa for December 24

was showling around 17,000
on Monday afternoon. *Usu-
ally, with barely two days to go
for the travel, the fare to Goa
2008 1p 1o £25,000," sald an offi-
clal of an alrilne.

The one-way fare from
Calcutta to Bagdogra for De-
cember 24 was around 39,000
on Monday afternoon, which
usually reaches #15,000.

The fares for that day from
Caleuita to Delhl and Mum-
bal ranged between 8,000 and
0,000 on Monday evening.
Tour operators said the
fares touch #20,000 to these
destinations a day before Xmas
e

The fares are low despite
IndiGo cutting down 10%
llghts In the winter schadule
following Instructlons from
the directorate general of civil
aviation (DGCA). In Calcutta,
IndiGo had 126 flights taking
off every day on average. It has

come down to 110, sald alrport
sources.

“Despite the reduction
of flights, the fares are not
sky high to domestlc sectors
like they were even last year.
Usually, around Christmas,
last-minute demands are
very high, which pushes up
the fares. However, this year,
although the passenger loads
are good, the last-minute de-
mands are low,” said a source
In IndGo.

“During the IndiGo crisls,
many passengers also didn’t
receive baggage. All these are
fresh in people’s minds, and
they don't want to get stuck
again. The spirit of holiday
travel seoms to be missing.
Also, the Incldent of flre at
the Goa nlghtclub is fresh in
people’s minds,” sald Anfl Pun-
Jabi, chairman, Travel Agents
Federation of India, eastern
region.

TRAVEL COST

One-way fare from
Caleutta on December 24
(as of Monday)

B Goa: ¥17.000

| Delhi: ¥9,000

B Mumbai: 8,000

B Bagdogra: ¥9,000
 Source: Travel industry

“However, the demand
for short-haul international
destinations like Thalland 1s
there this time too. The IndiGo
crisis did not hit international
flights, " said Punjabl.

A fire Killed 25 people and
Injured 50 at the Birch by
Romeo Lane nightclub in Ar-
pora, Goa, on December 6,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Air fare

P FROM PAGE 7

The fire took place when a
danoo party was being hosted
ataround 11:45pm and then 1t
spread through the venue.

“The bookings are around
25 percont less compared to
last Christmas holldays. Peo-
ple are apprehensive because
of IndiGo cancellations and
also disruptions caused by
fog,” sald Anjanl Dhanuka,
chalrman, Travel Agents As-
socladon of India (TAAT), east-
ern region. “Many people who
had booked much In advance
have cancelled thelr bookings
during the IndiGo fiasco. They
didn't book again after the cri-
g8 was over,” hao satd.

However, a couple from
south Calcutta sald they
have not cancelled their
travel plans to Varanasi and
Lucknow,
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Engine snag: Al flight returns after take-off

Al's troubled 2025

® JUNE 12 Flight A1 (Ahmedabad-London): Boeing 787-8
crashed seconds after takeoff from Ahmedabad, 260 killed.

® AUGUST 31 Flight A12913 (Delhi-Indore): A320neo returned to
Delhi shortly after takeoff following fire indication in right engine.
Crew shut down affected | engine mid-air; aircraft landed safely.

® OCTOBER 4 Flighl AN (Amritsar-Birmingham): Boging
187-8's emergency RAM air turbine deployed during final approach.

® NOVEMBER 24-25: An Air India A320neo aircraft operated eight
commercial flights without valid airworthiness certificate. DGCA
suspended staff and ordered internal audit.

® DECEMEBER 18 Air India Express (Vijayawada-

Visakhapatnam): Flight cancelled after technical issue
detected before departure;
aircraft grounded as
precautionary meastre

ped ATHLE S

Snehashish Roy and
Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India Boeing
777 flying to Mumbai had to
return to Delhi airport on Monday
after one of its two engines devel-
oped a technical snag that
required it to be shut down shortly
after take-off, prompting the regu-
lator to order a probe into the lat-
est incident involving the airline
and its subsidiaries.

Pilots observed low oil pressure
on the B777-300ER aircraft's right-
hand engine during flaps retrac-
tion after take-off. The pressure
shorily thereafter dropped to zero
and the crew shut down the
engine and turned back as per pro-

cedure, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation said. Officials said
the flight took off around 6.10am
and returned by around 6.55am.

All passengers were safely dis-
embarked and alternative travel
arrangements were initiated, the
airline said in a statement. “The
crew operating flight AISS7 from
Delhi to Mumbai on 22 December
decided to return to Delhi shortly
after take-off due to a technical
issue as per standard operating
procedure... Air India sincerely
regrets the inconvenience caused
due to this unforeseen situation,”
the airline said.

The aircraft is 15 years old and
has flown to Vienna, Vancouver
and Chicago, according to Flight-
radar24. 3PB
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Over 500 flights
delayed at Delhi
airport: More than
500 flights were
delayed, and at least
14 flights were
cancelled at the
Delhi airport due to
bad weather and low
visibility conditions.
An official said that
14 flights, including 6
arrivals and 8
departures, were
cancelled. These also
include international
flights.

Dense fog has been
disrupting operations
at various airports
for the past several
days. Fmi
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Bound for
US, Al flyers
stranded for

over 60 hrs

Towes News NeTwors

Mumbai: Air Indin passen-
gers hooked tofly from Mum-
bl o San Framcisoo via Del
hi on Saturday were strand-
e for over 60 hours,

The flight. AI178, depart-
el Mumbai sl 8.40mm and
lznded in Dhelhi at 10.15am. i
was scheduled todepart Tel-
Tl 2.0 bt beft an hour
later only 1o be diverted o
Kolkata becauss of @ medl
cal emergency on board

One of the passengers,
Ashwini Pokle, posted on X
on Monday morning that
the fight had turned into a
“50 hour plus nightmare of
mismanagement, hunger
and exhaustion™, *.We
were starved for over B
hourson the flight, nomeal,
no water There were many
senlor cilizens on baard.”
She said at the Kolkats air-
port, they were made o
walt at theexit for nearly 31
hours without an update
~We were put in a hotel but
kept in the dark about the
next stops o neardy over 15
howrs." She snid the flyers
were taken back to Mumbai
ot 1L 46pm on Sunday.

Alr India in a statement
said the Oight was diverted
o Kolkata in the interest of
nger “who was In
fort with = long fight
ahead™, However, the ale
eraft made a hard landing
and three of its tyres were
found  impacted  during
ground checks, its spokes-
person said “Our ground
team at Kollmta extended all
Immediate support. The pas
sengers were flown to Mum-
i fromn Kiolkata on @

Might Late il
andd departed for
natbon [on Monday] ™
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