AIRF‘ UH 'S AUT HUPET ‘I‘ (_?F INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 24 DECEMEER 2024

TIRUE o faar ¥ 3%
42 TR T B qoTfaa

=T A= A reE §
i o =0 = E faen &
o = wifeee (=) J 14
W W 2,053 TEW AT F
WS E g
e e e R
SR H 42 FAT H 9 o
wATiE B H e g
it %= w & R
T A WA

S % = S
A T T | S
FiE 00 FET THA THE

stae e FBefasd &
S T T | S e W
o= # = fame & i el
T FE RO A
B o | o Al v
Hier 2 =i = o B A
wikm FEEE F R o
QA P W e
= T T WO A
M ATEES
= 3 o I R 3,100 FHE
ufy =T | =R 4,300 TE
iy S = e T R e



AIRPUR TSAUT HCIF?ETY OF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK BHASKAR JATPUR 22 DECEMBER 2024

SUNDAY

e

T T T

A Hag T $ 3.7 Bl o o g

ara;lmmq]é . STel ﬁﬁmﬂmwﬂi(mhrﬂmmm% STei giell fifer B sAfaRRA F fr sisvss A et sas
AT, TE 32U BT Tgell TARUIE &1, f5rads fare & Ails & giwdiéer &t gfaen et arit vaadg 3, srea A (Sompl), 31 3k gete
zﬁﬂamﬂ;’ma@ﬂ 27 1o AR 01 v 52 3 9 TR g ST I S T 5 T i & el TR @ o A e Y e

(i (| UEET =TT ST ShTH 80% TXT, ShIHNITH UellSe ol et 31 Ta@sr &l g

qéra?;l:rﬁw :ﬂﬁaﬁuﬁ@z@am

o zﬁfzﬁ,mﬁ'&mﬁm
i (22 s adl T s 311 3udh foru i1 51w 2; Uerse A Javd &1 3RS 3N A
Tz T " Toparit &7 # ficom, 5t Erft o B R Had A ol A 9ft 17 e F ugahh
qU T AeE # i e ovE | ! » T T PTEAT oh1 el iae Jaait? &1 Wellee | I & =15 39 o7 « =T wET St e w2
WO % Y A A HEE SeevEe 7R A TEE TR IEEA S A IR s Oen § e E IR w0 =) v S s
TR & 1 He e W g e Tl R i, vR e sl vmrm e iR w A A A aE T O @ T see @2,
q@ﬂwﬁmsmﬁw%kmm TREREE S = W e g A ST T o 09 el Uh e Sod-2 fAsieme ufen e & =
F FHRPE FAE F IEA W A WHEmiwmE A ad-2 wedEd o EEvEe aigd 31 i, @ R uenedt sl e ge e o e
2025 H§ Tget #1 e 20 WoReH & yEeE L. U T = e T 91T 3 T A F R TS, FER S i W S v
T T 55 99 | I B S |« T T Oy A A E F2 5l FEA 2T e ST AT 3T W SRR = T
?a%manﬁaﬁ aﬁn‘%ﬂ%ﬁ m%zm e T E e e s el g « 30 U TS W A AN A7« T U W e e
TEEH TFH agqa 3IIEE§R & a1 e siferd # e R e R 2 T A W IR AT e e w5 S g = R
a;zﬁhazawm ﬁﬁg - s S R ‘ : T B A TR F S # 2040 T HefE 7 18 FE AR B S F Fm) e = A 2025 7
ﬂgﬁ%ﬁ;ﬂ??& mg;;“m?g - T e o mﬁiﬁmﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ? %&z#mmﬂm muqm;f“zg 'c’fre;r:{zaszaﬂ?
, : T AT A HEA 0 81 30 5.5 FE 2036 T AW WA ELEGE:]
o 8 v 1 37 orfmifa ... zﬁaaaox;,azaasrzmmox,qgr g’fﬂ‘“wi%ﬂ?“ﬁm b e T S 2 3
TR e fafemm: 2 R A Qi gromm o e 7 e S T w5 TEl T HE |giafR e @ H2HIE O 3.5 IS, AR q
=T 3 e U SR TS S e s aoqﬂﬂamwﬁw%gwﬁ? 100% Rz S AR 24 5 S A TR S U WA A T WA WA 0o T & 5 ¥ 2 S ﬁmﬂau@ zoseﬁmesaﬂ‘ra
T F FE T T AT e 5 3 Bt <7 €1 21 T el ST W TSt =IO © 2400 WY UV G B UoE-SaUA P ET SRER A ®W 2018 A WE BN USER A S0 W e & a see wem i
mégt'%ﬁeﬂmmnw%imﬁ T ¥ S A G E 8 70% 9 T 8 T &1 HEe 2 ¥t 2,400 Qﬂﬁaﬁmmw@mw WOy et e 3 e 87
W%ﬁ“@“““‘ﬁ %E T 350 Hrex Pfsfafordt wr o e i o A o e A A A e IR A AN m e R A 22 ¥ o Tl SO weE ad g o e e i i S
qﬁiséama‘mﬁﬁmmmwi‘ El'“ 100% T 81 31 Teeioft 1 FHRTA T 10 G B BRAT STQT| ACH ST W R ol o g A foh g ) o) RS S 2022 s e & o ek e, S @
s m""ﬁa‘ ’m‘mﬂf?’ma weae) 350 o, Ffsefel ot oft st weilz 48 et & @ HCTEA 5ok e Hhi) ‘gg@@iﬁ‘-‘m@ﬂm‘ﬂw 7 TR EH AR R 0h ey g 8 SR TS
ﬁ“““g-‘ S e i ii’ﬂ'a@'.ﬁl%:_{ T ol T e - 2 B e S-Eed g | B B T e W B+ 00 S AR R I g s sy 8 B T2 (5500
202?“]&“%““. %;E??F it foemasme  70% G Zilae § @ S o1 2-dee daR e 3 e o R o Sl gE A I A 2R e e ) ) &1 el R g (5220
=t wfﬁfﬁméqq?ﬁ%m?ﬁ 80 %?Tr{%ﬁwﬁwﬁéﬁﬂ:wﬁ T B T T, e AT-a R U o e o feed | e e « SIS BE & = famea 72 m)milﬂﬁmmm
ﬁm;ﬂw%l@hmﬁﬁuﬁmm g SRFA S AN F IE S Y e ol O U o 2 ol SaR BRU SO RS wgeR H e 17 e e A A, wief, e, 8 e el !SWWFWWIWW
&t WW%W ST ST = I 81 FH 6 I W : 24 AR E. W AN it @ wetera faw % = 3R 9 e few 1 A T W T 3 e = s S
mgrﬂagaﬁwmﬁmw [ Tga Sl Wl o SAPE R A 90w W) 24 I . We WS Ol 7 Y R Faforiess A et T T B o T B et g o) B 5

1 21 =2 et AE-uEE ) G f a5

I ST BT 40 e Tt S e F o T i fem R I O, (ES N Al BeRaE. o

o Sl s HeRE S2EeHe TR U e AHeH

TR, S TR S O SIS T e
wrre difedm . % s S sEh
TE §, T% 9O Tee THERE TR B

alaslgi’f%ralaﬂﬂ ‘-E?f TETUE X 55 30 i W9E] i skl
'ﬂﬂiﬁéi’l’ﬁlﬂ‘iﬂﬁlﬁ H 30-40% =@ e, Fietr, wpe ol daEimEe

A aﬂr@rﬂﬁwaﬁw%mg{wwmﬂi%nmﬁ
AR theT B Y 3B mmmm@m 10 7 A A T

ﬂlﬂﬁﬁﬂfﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂlﬁﬂu AT S 81 S o g TP 1500 S |
STeT 351 Hanferd 2Pl et e, 2 2 e 7t o mE TR S g A



AIRPUR ISAUT HOR!T‘!‘ (JF iHUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK BHASKAR JATPUR 23 DECEMBER 2024

SRIQR BRUIE; eDIc]S Uellse
T, focch ol 2 G SR A 3

FOR| AR A W WER W OAE §
ﬂrﬁaﬂtaﬁm‘éaﬂﬂav—vﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁvﬁ
1 TR T HEA A 99N T 3 e
SR o SR T S i RS SE
f@rmsmeigﬁrgu qa% Hﬂﬂiﬁ‘l‘l 120

El
11: 5?3; e W R, Hf;wmﬂ:
AR 1 WS &1 HEleH SR % S i
T G 18 1 foam wei wEeR | At
TH FARZE § USSR & @ B ad v
gfeaT UAHNE & WERS AR § aMet 12:20
FI T 2 9 T F 2:20 o e WA



AIF?P:_JH i o AU HLIH!T Y L

IF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN

DELHT

24 DECEMEEER 2024

TIRUIC UR Bl dfct fR o fele 14 3tiall bl 2053 8dCR SHlel ol Jiferarevi el STeal, 750 Taps | fermivr g
AR TRUTH fevTatl &b S5Tel dietiel el bt cidlalt
AN b TN R
qifch a1 <l Ufeha 2%

et AneeT, afies Haraam
3 =9 = 1 ¥ 9 faen
T 14 7 9 2053 B
I T AR R )
2053 B H A A i EE
750 THE H A o S5 &
et el w1 o=
sifirree 7 3 ma % wiam
42433 T = TvITEE T
qifireor & Sit 1 Fan
nferrr S & e sfmare =
rnim?mﬁmmquﬂam
At FAET 1t
T | 9 A
FEEFT %1 4300 57 U &
Fear 31 g eran & o T e
&1 e e R i

] = ] A O A
wnwil| wm ¥ et o i
3,100 F14 9 rmhim g
femn e o, Foe AT o
4,300 593 v =1 der 2 e
T ), afamE # et
e 936 dHaE faw w9
T 797 7 75 27 138 5 9w
T # | g i 5 o
T e T S R
22| AT AR A

sy T, Foe e
o e | 5, TR
1355@%%90@
U= T =4 AT T 5
37 Fi" 800 THE # ufauyH
S S S 2025 O
far 1 1800 fami =1 G B
T AT & | T A 59§ 700
fomr &) 540 R & wRaTRad
wa ¥ Frrm Fem s £

e wrE oy e T 2R & R R 39 | e SR EE

el 3idl ol Spiler et st

<1l 91 uffl'imEﬂlufﬂ{-! O,
iR, aee e, S AR,

el < L d1 T =r=.qa

i, e jef E'I'Iﬁ']ﬂ 81 s%uﬂ
# 7) e 4 R TR O T
17 B Terae i & 1wl 2=
12 et & Tt Tl aft s
5 BRI

Al 90r d Y
HTErTE F o
NP IR BRa TR & |
2 0§ HiE
WAIE I AR (R g
T 3 o seeg
zenfirer st o |
~El . IUIaH 145, Hid
TR O

HIeE, At HawamTl o
TR W AE-IE F w 1e
¥ o W U g
I T 2 A A S T
& T W S A B
= W A W 21 T
R e mTERTaE S
T | SRR TR U A
51 T2 I W Qi O
E o Ci TR e e P
THI-76 WA B TN W
A S o e e
F 1A T 16 I WEF 2T
T e A A e A
{ ruEaE ) S Esr ad Rea &y

bl ol GEm ag
U] 5 07 -8 321 i
fﬁrmgqﬁmzﬂﬂmﬁ
I 26 FAHT 2015 B W
i & T g3 o | 50 0 T
Uge! 25 T ) I 4
T ST T o | e
+ T [ 39 T 5 I @
e T 65 BN B |

3 T SMETT WA F W
A A | E S AT
o ameEn e &1 sfirEmi 3
oA o f vl 3 A
T M R | A T
Tl e o o s e
g fafem B R




AIRPUH rSAUT HOFHT'Y OF INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU DELHT 24 DECEMEER 2024

Highest-ever monthly
traffic recorded in
Lucknow Airport

In lakh. The
6 29 Chaudhary Charan
® Singh International
Alrport has managed an all-time menthly
high of passenger mowement in Movember,
Dubsal, Muscat and Dammam were the top
three international destinations. mm

COMPILED e THE HINDU [ATA TEAM
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

The Indian aViation industry
stands at a transformative
juncture, now the third-largest
globally and on track to induct
over L300 aircraft in the
COmIng years.

JEET ADANI
DIRECTOR,
ADAMIAIRPORTS



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST

DELHI

24 DECEMBER 2024

More planes, flights & airports to brighten Indian aviation sector in 2025

The fleet of Indian carriers is more than 8oo planes, including over 60 wide-body aircrafl, and there are 157 airports

NEW DELHI/MUMBAL The
trails of mega-mergers, tail-
winds of expanding fleets, fli
and airports will dot the fast-
growing Indian aviation firma-
ment in 225, though the dark
dlouds of supply chain woes will
persist longer.

Also, new airline takeoffs,
the future trajectory of revised
norms to tackle pilot fatigue
and efforts to reduce carbon
emissions will be on the radar.

And in 2024, two airlines
flew into the sunset. one air-
line is on a liquidation taxiway,
aircraft orders climbed, single-
day domestic air passenger traf-
fic soared past record 5 lakh at

least twice, and airfare move-
mients continued to raise con-
cerns. Not to leave out 999 hoax
bomb calls received by aidines
till November 14 this vear

The aviation sector had its
share of accidents in the form
of a few trainer aircraft crashes
and a roof collapse incident at
Terminal 1 of the Delhi airport
that killed one person.

For the “fascinating” Indian
market, where the domestic air
traffic is projected to jump to
164-170 million this fiscal end-
ing March 2025, the larger long-
term focus will be on increasing
wide-body aircraft, providing
more direct overseas Hight con-

nectivity and making the coun-
try a global aviation hub.

In the words of Akasa Air's
chief Vinay Dube, prospects are
exceptional for the Indian avi-

ation market, and IATA chief

Willie Walsh is of the view that
there is a massive opportunity
for Indian airlines.

The feet of Indian carriers is
maore than 800 planes, including
over 60 wide-body aircraft, and
there are 157 ai

Inaland an:'rclupmnt
on Movember 12, Air India com-
pleted the Vistara merger to
create an integrated airline,
partly owned by Singapore
Airlines, which will be flying

120,000 passengers daily
and connecting more than 90

much-awaited amalgamation
annouwnced back in November
2022, came within six weeks

The completion of the of the integration of Air India

Express and ATX Connect (for-
merly AirAsia India).

The two mergers have cre-
ated a full-service carrier and
a low-cost carrier of scale for
the Tata Group, which is seek-
ing to establish a “world-class
global aviation company with
an Indian heart”.

With the mergers, two flight
codes have bid adien to the
Indian skies — Vistargs ‘UK’
and AIX Connect’s 'I5.

Putting an end to specula-
tions about the future of the
iconic “Maharaja, once synomy-
moass with Air India, Tata Group
has chosen to rename Alir Indias
flying returns programme as

‘Maharaja Clah!

As it expands, Air India, on
December 9, announced placing
an order to purchase 100 more
Airbus aircraft, comprising 10
wide-body A350s and 90 Ez.r—
row-body A320 family planes.

This 15 in addition to the
orders for 470 aircraft that Air
India had placed with Airbus
and Boeing last year.

Ajr India has started retro-

tuim narrow-hody planes,

ose of legacy mdt body

aircrafi are anticipated to start
in mid-2025.

The country's largest air-
line IndiCo ILL:I:I.FEd ];EJﬁ'ljs year
and has also introduced busi-

ness class seats in select flights.
While the carrier is expected
tor take its first A321 XLR next
year, it is already expanding
its international connectivity
with new routes and codeshare

rtnm‘sh' 5
. Eﬁ for a larger play,
thc airline, in May, unveiled an
order fior 30 wide-bady A350-
900 aircraft, and it now has a
total outstanding plane orders
of nearly 1,000,

All said, supply chain dis-

tions are impacting aircraft
deliveries. Besides, issues at
Boeing and engine problems
have compounded the woes for
airlines. m
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India and Kuwait look to enhance air connectivity

.!.n“ﬂh Phadnis
Mumbs

India and Kuwait wall hold
talks to find a “mutually ac-
ceptable solution™ on in
creasing fights between the
COUntries,

The issue of enhanced air
conmectivity was discussed
in & meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his  Kuwaiti counterpart
Sheikh Ahmed Abdullah Al-
Ahmed Al-Sabah on Sunday.

While India and Kuwait
signed agreements in culture
and defence, recent negoti-
arions on enhancing air ser
vices have proved to be
tricky. The talks berween

two leaders were positive,
and both sides agreed to hold
further discussions, an offi
cial said,

The joint statement is
sucd after the leaders’ meet-
ing nored the recent meet
ings between  the  civil
awviation authorities of the
two countricd, “The bwo
sides discussed the increase
of bilateral fight seat capa-
cities and associated issues,
They agreed o continue dis
cussions in order to reach a
murually acceprable solution
at an carly date,” PM's Office
saida ina press release,

INCREASING FLIGHTS
Kuwit has been pressing for
a revision in bilateral air ser-

GROWING TIES. Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Prime
Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Ahmed Abdullah al-Ahmad Al-Sabah

vice agreement which will
enghble carriers from both the
countries to increase flights,

India and Kowait last re-
vised the agreement in 2047,
It aliows airlines from both
sides 1o deplow 12,000 seatrs

per week., However with the
exhaustion of its entitle-
ment, Kuwair has been ar
guing for an increase,

Its contention s that
travel demuand between the
W0 countries has risen and

a8 number of direct ﬂ.‘thl.!
has remained staric, carricrs
from India and Kuwalt ave
In=ing traffic to third country
airlines.

A FLIGHTS

Indian and Kuwwaiti earriers
operate neariv 40 flights
dailv between the two coun-
tries and the number has re
mained fat compared to last
vear, Alr  India  Express,
Akasa Air, [IndiGo, Jazeera
Airways and Kuwait Airwsys
operate flights berween the
two countrics. India has re-
vised seatr entitlements with
Thailand, Uzbekistun,
United Kingdom and Viet-
nam in 2024 but hss been
urning dowm requests from

West Astan countries for a
similar hike. According to
media reports, earler this
year, Ministry of Civil Awvi-
ation has proposed grant of
nine scats for Indlan carriers
in lieu of every additional
seat that would be granted o
Kuwalt under a seat revision
pact. Such a proposal is con-
sidered wunprecedented os
typically traffic rights are ex-
changed reciprocally on 1:1
basis. It is learnt that Kuwait
has rejected the proposal.
“India will need o recon
sider the freeze on hilateral
traffic nmghts. 1 expect
gradual opening wp in the
near term,” said Kapil Kaul,
Swuth Asia CEO of aviation
consultancy, CAPA.
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Domestic air
traffic rises by
129%1n Nov

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

India’s domestic air passen-
ger traffic grew by 11.9 per
cent in November 2024 on a
year-on-year basis, official
data showed on Monday.

As per datareleased by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), India’s
scheduled domestic flight
operators ferried around
1.42 crore passengers last
month.

In November 2023, the
traffic number stood at 1.27
crore. On a sequential basis,
1.36 crore passengers were
ferried by domestic airlines
in October 2024.

ANNUAL GROWTH
“Passengers carried by do-
mestic airlines during Janu-
ary-November 2024 were
14.64 crore as against 13.82
crore during the correspond-
ing period of the previous
year thereby registering an
annual growth of 5.91 per
cent and monthly growth of
11.90 per cent,” the report
said. As per the data, IndiGo
achieved the highest market
share among all the domestic
airlines during the month
under review. The airline fer-
ried 90.70 lakh passengers in
November 2024 to attain a
market share of 63.6 per
cent.

IndiGo was followed by
Air India Group (including
Air India Express), which
carried 34.73 lakh passen-
gers to attain a market share
of 24.4 per cent. Meanwhile
till November 11, 2024,
Vistara carried 4.15 lakh pas-
sengers for a 2.9 per cent
share. SpiceJet flew 4.43 lakh
toreach a market share of 3.1
per cent, and Akasa Air car-
ried 6.74 lakh to attain a
share of 4.7 per cent. Besides,
Alliance Air’s market carried
0.97 lakh passengers to get a
share of 0.7 per cent, fol-
lowed by Star Air, which car-
ried 0.57 lakh to get a share of
0.4 per cent.
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Akasa Air looks to add more
aircraft in FY25: CEO Vinay Dube

Akasa Air is in continuous discussions with Boeing on aircraft
deliveries, and expectsto add a few more planestoits fleetin the
current financial year (FY25) ending March 2025, the airline’s CEO
Vinay Dube said. The carrier currently has a fleet of 26 Boeing 737
MAX planes and 200 aircraft are on order. Thisyear, the carrier has
inducted 4 planesinto its fleet. When asked whetherthere are any
concerns regarding aircraft deliveries, Dube said there are no
supply chain issues at Akasa Airand also that the airline has a
great relationship with Boeing. PTI
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India has potential to be key
sustainable SAF producer: IATA

India has the potential to be a key producer of sustainable
aviation fuel by utilising its ethanol supplies and availability of
lipids feedstocks like non—-edible industrial oils, according to a
seniorofficial atthe global airlines' grouping IATA. With
decarbonisation infocus, effortsare being made to reduce
emissions and over the years, Indian carriers have operated some
flights with a blend of sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) and
traditional aviation turbine fuel (ATF). PTI
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Unian 'v' '-:I-'.r-.'IL viatian Rammahan Maidu Kingarapu has launched UDAN Yaln Cafe, Centenary Postal 5pecial
'.-:-."'-' h the coffes table book d | th ::.-ull-..' Jl'.-": al the Cendenary Celebratiors of Kolkata's Metaji Subhas
ndre I: I ternational ’ufﬂr.--' markirg the occasion on December 21. 4 budpet-friendly caté was lsunched &t the
NS E rport, Ko I-:|I:| the Union Minister of C il Assation a5 a pilat project suppanting the frarsformative initiatives by
the Ministry of Civl Aviation and AAL X
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Adani’s Defence Arm to Buy
Air Works at 400cr Valuation

Our Bureau

Mumbai: AdaniDefence Systems &
Technologies Ltd (ADSTL) is buy-
ing an 85.8% stake in Air Works In-
dia (Engineering) Pvt Ltd, the co-
untry’s largest private sector air-
craft maintenance, repair, and over-
haul (MRO) company, for an
enterprise value of 400 crore.

ADSTL, a wholly-owned subsidi-
ary of Adani Enterprises, signed a
share purchase agreement for the
transaction.

This acquisition is aimed at en-
hancing Adani Defence's presence
in the aviation sector and expan-
ding its capabilities in both civil
and defence MRO services, accor-
ding to a regulatory filing on Mon-
day by Adani Enterprises, the gro-
up flagship.

“The Indian aviation industry is
now the third largest globally and is
settoinduct over1,500 aircraft in the
coming vears. For us, entering the
MRO sector is a strategic step to bu-
ild an integrated aviation services
ecosystem and strengthen India’s

JEET ADANI

Director, Airports, Adani Group
For us, entering
the MRO sector is

astrategicstepto
build anintegra-
ted aviation servi-

ces ecosystem and strengthen
India’s aviation infrastructure

aviation infrastructure,” said Jeet
Adani, director of Adani Airports.

AdaniDefencefirstannounced in
October 2022 its plantoacquire Air
Works.

Air Worksoffers alarge suite of av-
1ation services including aircraft li-
ne maintenance, heavy checks, inte-
rior refurbishment, painting, rede-
livery checks, avionics, and asset
management. The company opera-
tes base maintenance facilities for
narrowbody and turboprop air-
craft, as well as rotary aircraft, in
Hosur, Mumbai, and Kochi.

Air Works holds regulatory app-
rovals for aircraft maintenance
from civil aviation authorities in
more than 20 countries.

24 DECEMBER 2024
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Repressed Supply
Heightens Demand

If beyond the good cheer and titters, there is one lesson to be le-
arnt from the news that the first Surat-Bangkok Air India flight
last Friday saw a ‘record’ intake of in-flight alcohol by passeng-
ers from the ‘dry state’, it is this: repressed supply heightens de-
mand. While the value of liquor sold has not been shared by Air
India, the fact was that enthusiasm for purchasing 50 ml mini-
ature bottles of a whisky brand for 600 and 330 ml of a beer
brand for ¥300 was undoubtedly higher than in usual internatio-
nalflightsthat couldn’t be simply explained by Christmas cheer:

That Gujarat has a thriving black market for alcohol is well
known. While the loss of tax revenue has been estimated to be
over Z16k cr (about $2 bn), the real worm in the bottle has been
the hazard posed for many in the form of
illicitliquor. By dint of beingcontraband,
no quality control applies to these non-
branded concoctions. So, the virtue-sig-
nalling in ‘dry states’ like Gujarat and Bi-
har is actually viceful. The ‘hooch trage-
dy’ claiming 136 lives in Ahmedabad in
2009 still hangs as a warning —notfor the
dangers of drinking but of prohibition.

At a wider level, a ‘mai-baap’ state treating its citizens as
children createsasplit-personality citizenry that ismoraland
amoral at the same time. Whether it be consumption of alco-
hol or pornography, or gambling, ‘sins’ have a human tenden-
cy of findingdark avenues when prohibited. Instead of ‘Gand-
hian virtue-signalling’, efforts should be made to provide safe
alcoholic beveragesforthose whochoosetopartake insuchan
adult leisure. To club everyone who imbibes in drink to be a
menace —socially or morally, or both—isarecipeforthekind
of exaggerated behaviour witnessed on the way to Bangkok.
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Air passenger traffic rises 12% in Nov

PASSEN GERS CARRIED BY domestlc Passenger load factor (%)

airlines in Indiagrew by 12% to 14.2 IndiGo I ENEEETEL
million in November against the same

month last year, as per data supplied | A2 EENNCEED

by the Directorate General of Civil "Jistara_;'El
Aviation (DGCA). This was the best
monthly growth is 14 months,

; AR, Splcejet—
representing a strong uptick in
demand. Akasa Air clocked a Market share
passenger load factor of93%, the Akasa Air—— Siice ot
best in the industry, during the 87 4 3.1
reporting month. Vistara, which had st
independent operations running till 2.9°

November 11, was the most punctual

airline with nearly 80% of its flights A & 83 O
. . . I Fr o T
being on time. IndiGo further Inclia 2 < &
increased its market share to 63.6% _ _ ‘ )
afterflying 9.07 millon passengers. | indico Aol L

{AN'ClAL EXPRESS TUE 24 December 2@24 %

meaptoieso  https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/764817@3
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Akasa Air

expects to add
few more

planes this FY

NEW DELHI
— e

Akasa Air is in continuous dis-
cussions with Boeing on air
craft deliverles and expectsto
add a few mone planes 1o s
fleet In the current fiscal end-
ing March 2025 the aifdines
chief Vinoy Dube has said,

The carrier, which started
flying In August 2022, cur-
rently has a fleet of 26 Bosng
737 MAX planes and 200 air-
cnift are on order

"On the service excellence
wie have provided. I think con-
sumers look at Akasa as being
a kind and gentler airline, little
more empathetic. We will
comtinue to treat our travellers
in a lkind, gentle manner,” he
sald and ndded that the airline
also continues to make sire its
emplovees feel loved and
respected
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India has potential to be

key sustainable aviation
fuel producer: IATA official

PTI

GENDVAINEW DELH
PE——

India has the potential o be a
key producer of sustainable
aviation fuel by utlllsing Its
ethanol supplies and avallabil-
ity af lipds feedsiocks like
non-edible  industrial  olls,
according toa senjor official st
the global airlines grouping
LATA.

With decarbonisation In
formus, efforts are belng made
to reduce emisdons and over
the years, Indian carriens have
opemted some flights with a
blend of Sustainable Awiation
Fuel SAF) and traditional
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF).

Hemont Mistry, Director of
Na Zero Tmnsiion at the
Intermational Air Transport
Association (LATAL said the
ecosysiem for SAF has devel-
oped butthere ismore work o

be done.

“Theme are some very good
opportunities for India right
now, One is in terms of SAF
feedsincks like agricultural
waste. there s a growing
understanding on what o do
for SAF production. We mre
talking w o pumber of com-
panies to understand how we
can collaborme.. oil com-
panies;” Mismy told P11 In a
recent nterview in Geneva

The Indernaional Alr
Transport Assoclation (IATA)
represents around 340 airlines,
including Indian carriers, that
account for more than 80% of
the global air traffic.
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Adani to buy plane
MRO firm Air Works

The Hindu Bureau
MEW DELHI

Adani Defence Systems &
Technologies Lid. (ADSTL)
has signed a share pur-
chase pact (0 acquire
H5.8% stake In Air Works,
India's largest private sec-
tor maintenance, repair
and overhaul (MRO) com-
pany at an enterprise value
of T400 crove, as per an ex-
change filing.

“Creating a presence in
the MRO sector is a com-
mitment to building an in-
tegrated aviation services
ecosystem  that  streng-
thens the backbone of In-
dia’s aviation infrastruc-
ture,” Jeet Adani, director,
Adani Airports, was quot-
ed as saving in a statement.

The group manages so-
ven topticr airports, in-

cluding Mumbai, Ahmeda-
had and Lucknow which,
together, account for 25%
of passengers and 33% of
air cargo in the country.

Established in 1951, Air
Works Group has network
presence across 27 cities
with almaost 1,500 staff.

It customers  include
aviation OEMs, commer-
cial airlines, military, busi-
ness aviation companies
and lessors. It services 50
typoes of aircraft.
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{ AMID RISING BOMB THREATS ON FLIGHTS }

CISF updates protocols for hoax calls

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian authorities
have streamlined their response
to aviation bomb threats by
allowing security committees to
meet virtually, marking a signif-
icant change to protocols fol-
lowing an unprecedented wave
of hoax calls that disrupted the
nation’s aviation sector in Octo-
ber.

The Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) confirmed that
680 hoax calls were received in
October alone, affecting tens of
thousands of passengers across
the country. This figure far
exceeds the previously reported
250 flights that received threats
during an 11-day period in Octo-
ber, revealing the full scale of
disruption. “After the hoax calls
affected the airline sector, a
meeting was held to decide on
ways to minimise passenger
inconvenience, while ensuring
there are no laxities in the secu-
rity drill,” CISF chief spokesper-
son DIG Shrikant Kishore told
reporters on Monday.

The most sienificant chanoe

THE CISF SAID 680
HOAX CALLS WERE
RECEIVED IN OCT
ALONE, MUCH
HIGHER THAN THE
PREVIOUSLY
REPORTED FIGURE
OF 250 THREATS

affects the bomb threat assess-
ment committees at major air-
ports, which previously had to
convene physically within air-
port premises. These commit-
tees, comprising representatives
from the airport operator,
police, CISF, Customs, Bureau of
Civil Aviation and Security
(BCAS), and Intelligence
Bureau, can now meet virtually.

“Earlier it would take time for
everyone to physically come
together in one place, hold the
meeting, and then take meas-
ures. Now the committee can
meet virtually from wherever
they are and act. This is saving
time. We have been following
this for the last two months,”
Kichore exnlained.

The assessment process fol-
lows a structured checklist to
determine whether a threat is
specific or non-specific. A threat
is classified as specific only if it
meets all criteria, including
detailed information about the
bomb, caller, location, and type
of device. For specific threats,
immediate evacuation and
search procedures are initiated.
Non-specific threats trigger
searches before any evacuation,
balancing security require-
ments with operational disrup-
tion.

This procedural change
comes after a crisis that saw
multiple international inci-
dents, including Royal Air Force
and Singapore Air Force fighter
jets being scrambled to escort
threatened Indian aircraft. The
spate of threats, primarily deliv-
ered through social media plat-
forms, prompted the IT minis-
try to demand greater coopera-
tion from companies like Meta
and X.

The crisis led Civil Aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu to
announce plans for stricter leg-
iglation. includine nlacine ner-

petrators on no-fly lists. The
government has also enhanced
airport security measures by
10%.

Separately, the CISF's
announcement came alongside
other operational changes,
including a new posting policy
affecting 98% of its 194,053-
strong force. “We are introduc-
ing choice-based postings. Each
personnel will have the oppor-
tunity to list ten preferred choi-
ces of postings, giving them a
voice in the decision making,”
Kishore said. The force is also
creating a pool of domain
experts specialising in aviation
security and other critical areas,
“The domain experts will train
with best institutions and be
tasked with developing a world
class security solution,” Kishore
said.

The changes reflect a grow-
ing recognition that while each
threat must be treated seriously,
response protocols must evolve
to handle the increasing fre-
quency of hoax calls without
compromising passenger safety
or causing unnecessary disrup-
tion to air travel.
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Desire to fly premium
lifts demand, airfares

Daanish Anand

daanish.anand @livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Indians are opting to
fly premium more often, espe-
cially on metros routes, as they
seek better experiences and
business travel grows. That's
sent fares for such seats on air-
craft soaring through the roof.

Overall demand for business
class and premium economy
seats on aircraft has increased
50-60% over a year earlier,
revealed data by travel portals
MakeMyTrip, EaseMyTrip and
Thomas Cook India. According
to industry executives, airfares
for the category have nearly dou-
bled in a year.

“We've seen a strong demand
for business and premium econ-
omy-class bookings as compared
to 2023, driven by factors suchas
the growing aspirations of
India’s middle class, corporate
travel policies emphasizing
employee well-being and shift
towards enhanced travel experi-
ences,” said Indiver Rastogi,
president & group head, global
business travel, Thomas Cook
India, told Mint.

In India the business class
makes up 5-6% of the total mar-
ket, say industry insiders. That
compares with 9.2% of the total
seats, globally, according to
CAPA, providing a big opportu-
nity for domestic carriers. Air-

Overall demand for business
class and premium economy
seats has increased 50-60%

overayear earlier. REUTERS
lines like Air India and IndiGo
have collectively over 1,400 air-
craft on order and expected to
growth their business class
offerings.

IndiGo, which launched the
category on domestic flights
starting November, plans to
expand it to 45 flights in 2025,

While demand for business
class on domestic routes has
increased 27% year-on-year,
demand for international travel
surged 80%, showed data shared
by MakeMyTrip.

Metropolitan routes such as
Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-Benga-
luru are seeing a major demand
for business-class travel, accord-
ing to EaseMyTrip.

“The Delhi-Mumbai sector
alone is seeing the implementa-
tion of premium seating on 20

daily flights, with carriers like
IndiGo planning to add over 150
premium seats to meet growing
demand,” said Nishant Pitti, CEO
& co-founder at the company
told Mint. “The Delhi-Bengaluru
route emerges as the second
most significant business corri-
dor, with airlines starting busi-
ness class configurations across
15 daily flights.” According to
travel portals, current market
data indicates competitive pric-
ing after IndiGo launched its
premium seats last month.
Industry experts, however, say
Air India is well positioned to
hold a 55% seat capacity post-
Vistara merger, targeting high-
demand business sectors with
premium service offerings.

“Ticket pricing is expected to
be intense, as new entrants
establish benchmark rates betw-
een 318,000 and 20,000 on key
routes. This pricing strategy
aligns with premium economy
fares while maintaining a differ-
ential from traditional business
class rates,” Pitti said. “The fare
trend shows seasonal variations,
with November maintaining
moderate pricing levels com-
pared with December’s peak sca-
son rates.” According to Thomas
Cook India, the average business
class airfare for domestic cities is
between 45,000 and ¥75,000
for bookings made 15 days in
advance.
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Akasa Air expects to add a
few more planes this fiscal

Press Trust of India
feedback@ llvemint com

NEW DELHI: Akasa Air is in con-
tinuous discussions with Boeing
on aircraft deliveries and expects
to add a few more planes to its
fleet in the current fiscal ending
March 2025, the airline’s chief
Vinay Dube has said. The carrier,
which started flying in August
2022, currently has a fleet of 26
Boeing 737 MAX planes and 200
aircraft are on order.

In a recent interview to PTI,
Dube said that 2024 has been a
good year for the airline and will
continue to build on itin 2025.

“On the service excellence we
have provided, [ think consum-
ers look at Akasa as being a kind
and gentler airline, little more
empathetic. We will continue to
treat our travellers in a kind,
gentle manner,” he said and
added that the airline also con-
tinues to make sure its employ-
ees feel loved and respected.

Earlier this month, some
pilots flagged concerns about
alleged training and safety
issues, and the airline had
rejected them as baseless and
untrue.

This year, the carrier has
inducted 4 planes into its fleet.
REUTERS

This year, the carrier has
inducted 4 planes into its fleet.

When asked whether there
are any concerns regarding air-
craft deliveries, Dube said there
are no supply chain issues at
Akasa Air and also that the air-
line has a great relationship with
Boeing.

“We are in continuous discus-
sions with Boeing for aircraft
deliveries. We continue to work
with them in terms of expecta-
tions on how and when aircraft
are delivered,” the airline’s

Founder and CEO said.

On whether a few more air-
craft deliveries can be expected
in the current fiscal, Dube said,
“we can... but not giving gui-
dance on how many”.

Akasa Air, in January this
year, announced an order for 150
Boeing planes, comprising 737
MAX 10 and 737 MAX 8-200 jets.

In 2021, Akasa Air placed its
initial order of 72 Boeing 737
MAX aircraft, and it was fol-
lowed up with an order of 4 Boe-
ing 737 MAX 8 aircraft in June
2023. Regarding reports that the
airline is looking to raise funds,
Dube said there are no com-
ments on such things.

“Financially we are ahead of
our plans. The company is doing
better than we anticipated and
expected in our plan, which is
Very encouraging... we are a well
capitalised airline and we will
continue to be a well capitalised
airline,” he emphasised.

Amid concerns in certain
quarters about virtual duopoly
in the Indian aviation market,
Alkasa Air chief said the airline
does not have the hoary of being
concerned by things that it does
not control.
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JEWAR AIRPORT THIRD PHASE

42,433 people eligible for hiked land compensation

MNEETIKA JHA
NOIDA DECEMBER 22

DAYS AFTER Untar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath in-
creased the compensationto be
paid to Brmers for land acoisi-
tion o build the third phase of
Jewar airport from Rs 3,100 per
£ mto Rs 4,300 per sq m, offi-
clals on Monday said that 42 433
peophe would be eligible forthe
compensation.

“The revised compensation
rafe will smoothen the acouwisi-
tion process and keep it on
schedule. We have already be-
gun preparations to conduct a
social impact assessment and
will soon compile a list of af -
fected larmers. This will
encourage farmers to release
their land for the project.” said
Arun Veer Singh, Chief Executive
Officer of the Noida International
Airport coming up in Jewar,

which is set to become opera-
tional in April 2025,

“Around 300 hectare of the
land acouired in the third phase
will be allocated to international
aerospace manufcturers, which
will attract four to five of the
world's leading aircraft manu-
facturing companies, giving a
broost o the aerospace industry,”
hie added.

Forthethird phaseofthe air-
port. the authority plans o ac-
quire 2,053 hectare of land,
spread across 14 villages -
Meemka Shahjahanpur,
Khwajapur, Parohi, Kishorepur,
Banwaribans, Jewar Bangar,
Mugimpur Shivara, S5abauta,
Ahmedpur Chaumoli,
Dayanatpur, Rohi, Bankapur,
Thora, and Ramner.

Amongthese, most land plots
will be acouired in Thora at 639
hectare, followed by Neembka
Shahjahanpur (307 hectare),
Khwajapur (292 hectare ), and

Ramner {235 hectare)

According to preliminary es-
timnates. the land aoquisition will
affect 42 433 people in these 14
villages, including 10,847 chil-
dren under the age of 18, 16,343
men, and 15,243 womern.

In six villages alone, 9,361
families are expected o be dis-
placed as a result of the land ac-
guisition. The highes numberof
affected farmers are expected
from Thora and Ramnes, which
together account for around
17,000 farmers

While the first phase of
Moida Intemational Airport had
imvolved the acquisition of 1.334
hectare, for the second phase,
1.365 hectare was acquired,
which included land for an avi-
ation huband amaintenance, re-
pair and overhaul{ MRO) facility.

When asked, the CEO said a
scheme for land parcels for the
MRO and aviation industry
would be kminched soon,

LAND ACQUISITION FOR THIRD PHASE

The airport is set to be operational in April 2025. fe

af 74,300/sqm | 42433PEOPLE ELIGIBLE
m®m (ompensationrate [ Below 13 NI 10847

'@} 2053hectare | Men mm— 1633

=7 Land to be acquired Wnnwﬂ I 15,243
14 VILLAGES AFFECTED
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Adani Group to
acquire Air Works
fort400 crore

MNew Defhl; Adani Group has
said ot will acquire aviation
M eranee, repair and over-
haul services firm Air Works
fior an enterprise value of Rs
400 crore PTI
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Fareson the rise as

Soaring fancy for
flying premium lifts
demand, airfares

A T e By
dagnisharandiSivernint.oom
HEW DELH

miurn moreaflen, especkally

o melnos routes, as they
seek hetier experiences and
busisess travel grows. That's
sepll fares for suech seais onalr-
crafi soaring through the roof.

Urverall demignd forinsines
class and preminm econasmy
seats o adrerafi has increased
S0-60% over a year earlier,
revealed data by trived portuls
MlakeMy Trip, EaseMy Tripand
Thomas Cool India. Accanding
tobnwchsary executives, slfiims
for the category have nearly
douhled B avear.

“We've seen a strong
demanid for nsiness and pre-
il i evniiony-class hooldnis
s rnampiaresd to 302 driven by
factors such as the growing
asplrations of Indla’s middle
class, corpormte trvel policlis
cmphasizing emplovee well-
being and shifi towards
enthanced travel experences,”
sl Inliver Hastogl, president
& group hexd, ghobal husis=s
trarvied, Thomss Cocls i todd
Miut.

In Drudlia the business class
rrsahies iy 5% o thee totad mar-
bt say Indussry insiders. Tha

I mlians are apting to {ly pre-

Dernand for butiness and
preriem economy Sesls has
risen 50-60% over LHe y&ar. s

Seals, |_-;|,<:.|:|;|||!._ ..'||.1":|!l|||:'l1g L4
CAPA, providing a bay ogpor-
tumity for domestic carriers,
Abrlines like Adr India amd
IndkiCio huave collectively over
1400 alreraft on order amd
cxpiecied togrowih el bussi-
riizss (s alferings

IndiCie, which lanmchied the
citegory on domestic flights
starting November, plans w
eacpaned i 1045 Mights in 2025

Wihiihe densand for business
class on domestle routes has
Increased I7% year-on-year,
demani for infernational iravel
surged B, showed dais
shared by MakeMyTrip.

Metropolitan routes such s
Dl bud- Mambed el Dielhd-Ben-

more Indians take
to flying premium

galurn ere seeing 3 majur
demand for busines-class
traved arcnnding o Essehly'T
HE

“The Deltu-Slumbed secior
ke s seving the implemes
o of premium ssating on
M alaily Hghis. with mmens
like Inidiiio planning to add
i L purerin e s o e
proeving deenaesd ® sl Bishani
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Adani Group
to acquire
Air Works for
enterprise value
of T400 crore

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Adani Group
on Maonday said it will acquire
aviation maintenance, repair
and overhanl (MRO) services
firm Air Works for an enterprise
value of Bs 400 crore.

“Adani Defence Systems &
Technologies Ltd { ADSTL) has
signed a purchase agree-
ment to acquire 85.8 per cent
shareholding in Air Works,
Indias largest private sec-
tor MR company with the
largest pan-India footprint,”’
the conglomerate said in a
staternent.

With operations span-
ning 35 cities and a work-
force of over 1,300 personnel,
Air Works brings extensive
expertise in servicing both
fixed-wing and rotary-wing
gircraft. The acquisition
enhances Adani Groups capa-
bilities in the defence MRO
sector, solidifying its position
in Indias airborne defence
erosysten.

This strategic move mearks |
pivotal step in Adani's growih
trajectory, laying the founda
tion for its expansion into thi
civil aviation services domain

Air Works offers an end
to-end bouquet of aviatios
services spanning line mainte
nance, heavy checks, interiol
refurhishment, painting, rede
livery checks, avionics as well &
asset management services to it
Indian and global customers.

The company undertakoe
base maintenance for mamow
body and turboprop aircrafi
as well as rotary aircraft from
its facilities at Hosur, Mumibai
and Kochi and with regulatory
approvals from civil aviatior
authorities of more than 2(
countries. In addition to being
a markel leader in civil avia
tion, Air Waorks has built sig
nificant capabilities in defenci
MRO, executing projects fol
key platforms of Indian MNav)
and Indian Air Force.

“The Indian aviation indus
try stamds at a transformativ
juncture, now the third-larges
globally and on track to induc
over 1,500 aircraft in the com
ing years, said Adani Airport
Drrector Jeet Adani.
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‘India has potential to be key SAF producer’

GENEVA/NEW DELHI: India
has the potential to be a key
producer of sustainable avia-
tion fuel (SAF) by utilising its
ethanol supplies and availabil-
ity of lipids feedstocks like non-
edible industrial oils, according
to a senior official at the global
airlines’ grouping IATA.

With decarbonisation in
focus, efforts are being made
to reduce emissions and over
the years, Indian carriers have
operated some flights with a
blend of SAF and traditional
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATE).

Hemant Mistry, Director of
Net Zero Transition at the Inter-
national Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA), said the ecosystem
for SAF has developed but there
is more work to be done.

As aviation sector

pursues efforts for
decarbonisation,
|ATA has said SAF
production growth is
disappointingly slow

“There are some very
good opportunities for India
right now. One is in terms of
SAF feedstocks like agricul-

tural waste... there is a grow-
ing understanding on what to
do for SAF production. We are
talking to a number of compa-
nies to understand how we can
collaborate... oil companies,”
Mistry said recently in Geneva.
The International Air Trans-
port Association (LATA) rep-
resents around 340 airlines,
including Indian carriers, that
account for more than 80 per
cent of the global air traffic.
“India, the third largest
ethanol producer and con-
sumer today, has the potential
to emerge as a key SAF pro-
ducer utilising its existing and
advanced ethanol supplies.
"AtIATA, we see sustainable,
low-carbon-intensity ethanol as
a promising feedstock to propel

India’s aviation sector growth,”
Mistry said.

This year, global SAF pro-
duction is estimated at 1 million
tonnes (1.3 billion litres), lower
than the earlier projection of 1.5
million tonnes (1.9 billion litres)
but higher than the volume of
0.5 million tonnes (600 million
litres) recorded in 2023, accord-
ing to IATA. As the aviation sec-
tor pursues ambitious efforts for
decarbonisation, IATA has said
SAF production growth is dis-
appointingly slow.

While noting that India is

oised to emerge as the world’s
third largest aviation market,
Mistry said there is also the
opportunity for the country
to emerge as a SAF hub in the
region. il
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India has potential to be key sustainable

aviation fuel producer, says |ATA official

PTI B GENEVA/NEW DELH

Ind.ia has the potential to be
a ke producer  of
sustainable aviation fuel by
utilising its ethanol surplics
and availability of lipids
feedstocks like non-edible
industrial oils, according to a
senior official at the global
airlines’ grouping IATA.
With ﬁccarbonisatinn in
focus, efforts are being made
to reduce emissions and over
the years, Indian carriers have
operated some flights with a
blend of Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF) and traditional
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF).
Hemant Mistry, Director of
Net Zero Transition at the
International Air Transport
Association (LIATA), said the
ecosystem for SAF has
deveropcd but there is more
work to be done.

“There are some very good
opportunities for India right
now. One is in terms of SAF
feedstocks like agricultural
waste... There is a growing
understanding on what to do
for SAF production. We are
talking to a number of
companies to understand how
we can collaborate.. Oil
companies,” Mistry told PTI
in a recent interview in
Geneva

The International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
represents  around 340
airlines, including Indian
carriers, that account for more

than 80 per cent of the global
air traffic.

“India, the third
ethanol  producer  and
consumer today, has the
potential to emerge as a key
SAF producer utilising its
existing and advanced ethanol
supplies.

“At [ATA, we see sustainable,
low-carbon-intensity ethanol
as a promising feedstock to
propel Indias aviation sector
growth,” Mistry said.

This year, global SAF
production is estimated at 1
million tonnes (1.3 billion
litres), lower than the earlier
projection of 1.5 million
tonnes (1.9 billion litres) but
higher than the volume of 0.5
million tonnes (600 million
litres) recorded in 2023,
according to IATA.

As the aviation sector pursues
ambitious efforts for
decarbonisation, IATA has

largest

said SAF production growth is
disappointingly slow.

While noting that India is
poised to emerge as the
world’s third largest aviation
market, Mistry said there is
also the opportunity for the
country to emerge as a SAF
hub in the region.

“The position can be further
strengthened by the early
adoption of innovative global
accounting practices where
India’s SAF supplies can cater
to the global aviation market,
a true mark of act local, think
global,” he noted.

India is one of the world’
fastest growing civil aviation
markets and airlines are
expanding their fleets as well
as networks to cater to the
rising traffic demand.

On mandating use of SAF
Mistry pointed out that the
mandate is a work for scale
but that can only come later.

“You can't have a mandate
without technology maturity.
That is a big risl-:.?:g!F ¥
In 2025, IATA expects SAF
production to touch 2.1
million tonnes (2.7 billion
litres).

India has the availability of
lipids feedstocks like non-
edible industrial oils, animal
fats and tallows where the
supply chains are not well
developed with limited supply
for biodiesel production,
Mistry said.

The country’s surplus annual
biomass  availability  is
estimated to be more than 200
Mt

With  multiple  options
available for road fleets, lipids-
based feedstock must be used
for Indias SAF value chains.
These oily feedstocks can be
utilised at existing refineries
by ASTM-qualified HEFA co-
processing pathways, Mistry
said. Consultancy Deloitte, in
a report in October this year,
said India has the potential to
produce 8-10 million tonnes
of Sustainable Aviation Fuel
(SAF) by 2040, and
investments worth USD 70-85
billion will be required to
achieve  the  projected
production.

On the priorities under the
SAF umbrella, Mistry said it is
a question about more
support to  get  the
technologies to maturity and
enable some sort of market
development.
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Akasa Air expects
to add few more
nlanes this fiscal

PTI B NEW DELHI

discussions with Boein

aircraft deliveries an
expects to add a few more
planes to its fleet in the
current fiscal ending March
2025, the airline’s chief Vinay
Dube has said.
The carrier, which started
flying in August 2022,
currently has a fleet of 26
Boeing 737 MAX planes and
200 aircraft are on order.
In a recent interview to PTI,
Dube said that 2024 has been
a good year for the airline and
will continue to build on it in
2025.
“On the service excellence we
have provided, 1 think
consumers look at Akasa as
being a kind and gentler
airline, little more
empathetic. We will continue
to treat our travellers in a
kind, gentle manner,” he said
and added that the airline
also continues to make sure
its employees feel loved and
respected.
Earlier this month, some
pilots flagged concerns about
alleged training and safety
issues, and the airline had
rejected them as baseless and
untrue.This year, the carrier
has inducted 4 planes into its
fleet.

ﬁ kasa Air is in continuous
on
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k€ [think consumers
look at Akasa as
being a kind and
gentler airline, little
more empathetic

Vinay Dube, Akasa Air CEO
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Adani to buy plane
maintenance co Air
Works for T400cr

New Delhi: The Adani Group,
that operates airports in seven
cities, including Mumbai and is
building a greenfield one at Navi
Mumbai, is expanding its
presence in the aviation space.
It is acquiring India's biggest
private sector MRO
(maintenance, repair &
overhaul) player Air Works for
an enterprise value of Rs 400
crore. Adani Defence Systems &
Technologies has signed an
agreement to buy 85.8% stake
in Air Works, which does line
maintenance, heavy checks,
among others for its Indian and
global customers. Tnn
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