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® COMPANY CLARIFIES ON KENYA CANCELLATIONS

Never entered into pact to
run airport in Kenya: Adani

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, November 23
BILLIONAIRE GAUTAM
ADANI'S group on Saturday
clarified on reports of Kenya
cancelling more than $2.5 bil-
lion in deals after US indict-
ment on bribery charges, say-
ing it had not entered into any
binding agreement to operate
Kenya's mainairport.

On the pact it had signed
last month to build and oper-
ate key electricity transmission
lines in Kenya for 30 years, the
group said the project did not
fall within the ambit of Sebi's
disclosureregulations,thereby
notwarranting any disclosure
on its cancellation.

The group was responding
to notices sent by stock
exchanges to confirm reports
of Kenyan President William
Rutoordering thecancellation
of a procurement process that
had been expected to award
control of the country's main
airport after the conglomer-
ate's founder was indicted in
the United States.

Adani Enterprises, the flag-
ship firm of billionaire Gautam
Adani's group which houses its
airport business,in a filing said
ithadin August this yearincor-
poratedastep-downsubsidiary
in Kenya to upgrade, mod-
ernise, and manage airports.

"While the company was in
discussion with the relevant
authority for the said project,
tilldate neither the company
noritssubsidiaries(i)havebeen
awarded any airport project in
Kenya, or (ii) entered into any
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READTO LEAD

RESPONDING
TO NOTICES

B The project did not fall within the
ambit of Sebi's disclosure regulations,
thereby not warranting any disclosure

on its cancellation

B Adani Enterprises, in a filing, said it had
in Augustthis year incorporated a step-
down subsidiary in Kenya to upgrade,
modernise, and manage airports

B Adani Energy Solutions, the firm that
operates power transmission lines, in a
separate filing said on October 2 itwas
awarded the project to construct

transmission lines in Kenya

B Under the proposed airport deal worth nearly
$2 billion, the conglomerate was to add a second
runway at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport and
upgrade the passenger terminal

binding or definitive agree-
ment in connection with any
airportin Kenya,"the firm said.
It did not confirm or deny
reportsof Kenyacancelling the
airport deal.
AdaniEnergySolutions, the
firm that operates power
transmission lines, in a sepa-
rate filing said on October 9 it
was awarded the project to
construct transmission linesin
Kenya.The reafter,it had incor-
porated a step-down sub-
sidiary in Kenya.
"Wesubmitthat the project
does not fall within the ambit
of item 4 of Para B, Part A,
Schedule I1I of the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Listing Obligations and Dis-
closure Requirements) Regula-
tions, 2015, as amended (Sebi
Listing Regulations) which
requires intimation tobe made
for any awarding, bagging/
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receiving, amendment or ter-
mination of awarded/bagged
orders/contracts otherthanin
the ordinary course of busi-
ness,"it said refusing to con-
firm or deny the cancellation.

It went on to state that the
award of the project was in the
ordinary course of business of
the company and its sub-
sidiaries as theyareengagedin
the business of transmission
and distribution of energy
(among otherthings).

"Consequently, any cancel-
lation of such Project will also
not fall within the ambit of
item 4 of Para B, Part A, Sched-
ule Illof the Sebi Listing Regu-
lations,"itadded.

Under the proposedairport
deal worth nearly 52 billion,
the conglomeratewas toadda
second runway at Jomo Keny-
atta International Airportand
upgrade the passenger termi-

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76287789

nalltwasalsotooperateitona
30-yearlease.

Kenya's President in his
state of the nation address on
Thursday also stated that he
was cancelling a separate 30-
year, 57 36-million public-pri-
vate partnership thatan Adani
Group firm signed with the
ministry of energy and petro-
leum last month to construct
powertransmission lines.

That followed US author-
ities indicting group founder
and chairman Gautam Adani
and seven others for
allegedly agreeing to pay
$265 million to Indian offi-
cials to win lucrative solar
power supply contracts. The
Adani Group denied the alle-
gations as baseless and said it
would seek "all possible legal
recourse”. Thetender to operate
Kenya'smainairportwasputon
hold following local protests.
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Never entered
into pact to
operate airport
in Kenya: Adani
New Delle: Gavitam Adani’s
group on Saturday clanified
on reports of Kenya can
celling more than §2.5 bil-
Ionindeas swying it had not
entered into any binding
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Kerwya's mam airpo it On the
pactit hadsigned lastmonth
to build and operate key
dectnaty s mission lnes
in Kernya for 30 years, the
group said the project did
not fall wathin the ambit of
Selw'sdiscosure regulations,
thereby nolwarranling amy
disclosure on its cancella-
tion, The group was ne-
sponding to notices sent by
siock exchanges o confirm
reports of Kemyan Presdent
William Ruto ordering the

cancellation ol a procure-
ment process M
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pact to operate
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Indian arrested in US for ‘illegally
supplying’ aviation goods to Russia

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, NOVEMEBERZ 3

ASTYEAR-OLD Indiannational
has been arrested in the US on
charges of procuring aerospace
components on behalf of
Russian entities in violation of
export control laws.

Sanjay Kaushik, managing
partner of New Delhi-based air
charter services provider Arezo
Aviation, wasarrested in Miami
on October 17 after he landed
from India on an official travel,
the Department of Justice said
in a press release on Friday.

According tothe company's
website, Arezo Aviation is based
out of Maharam MNagar in Delhi
Cantt area and is an aviation
services firm involved in air
charters, air ambulances, and
the distribution of aircraft spare
parts, lubricants, and pilot sup-
ply for commercial, general, and
corporate aviation. Currently
detained in an Oregon jail,
Kaushik has not soughtrelease.

SThe IndianEXPRESS

AIRCHARTER
SERVICES PROVIDER

M Sanjay Kaushik,
managing partnerof
New Delhi-based air
charter services
provider Arezo
Aviation, was arrested
inMiami on October17
after he landed from
India on anofficial
travel, the Department
of Justice said

US Magistrate Judge Stacie F
Beckerman on Friday ordered
that he remain in custody, cit-
ing him as a flight risk. If con-
victed, Kaushik faces a maxi-
mum sentence of 20 yearsin
prison and afine of up to $1 mil-
lion percount under the indict-
ment.

“Kaushik is part of an illicit
procurement network unlaw-
fully obtaining aviation goods

and technology from the United
States for entities in Russia,”
federal prosecutors told the
court.

They claimed that Kaushik
worked in collaboration with
his Austria-based associate
Markus Kaltenegger and others
to obtain US-origin aviation
goods for end-users in Russia.
According to court filings,
Kaushik exportedaircraft parts,
components, and technology,
from the US to Russia and
Russian end users without ob-
taining the required license or
authorisation from the
Department of Commerce for
such exports and re-exports,

“Sanjay Kaushikispartof an
illicit procurement network un-
lawfully obtaining export-con-
trolled aviation goods and tech-
nology from the United States
for entities in Russia, including
sanctioned entities reportedly
involved in providing aviation
goods to the Russian govern-
ment or military,” federal pros-
ecutors alleged. PTI

Sun,

24 November 2024
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7
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[ndian arrestec in US
for illegally supplying
aviation goods to Russia

SARHINGTORN . NOVEMNER 2
A iTaneardld Indian national
s biven arrested in the US
on charges of procuring aems-
space components on belall
of Rusaan entities in viola
tion of export control Liws

Sanjay Keushile, managing
pantner of Mew Delli-luased
wir charler servioes provades
Arezo Awintion, wis arrested
in Minmi on October 17 after
hie landed from India on an
offcial travel the |h-;:~.'|rl-
mentof Justior sid in a press
redensr on Friday

Agronding 1o the company’s
webaie, Aresn Aidion is
beaserl ot of Misharam Nagar in
Diedhi Cantt aman and isan mvia
tion services fimm invalved in
air chorters, air ambulsnces
and dstribution of e
sk parts Iubrcants and pilot
supply forcommercinl, peneral
] purporsbe svistion

Curmently detained in an
Oregon jail, Keaushik his not
sought reletss,

US Magstrate Judpe Sta-

Cie F‘ Bl"l'.;'u'l'lllil!:l on Flll]h._\
ordered thal he remain in
custody: citing himas a MBght
risk I convicted, Eoushik
faces & mad mium sentence of
M yresirs ooy prwsom s o fes af
L to UTS0 | million per count
under the indictment

‘Kaushik is part ol anillict
procurement
untewfully obtaining ovi-
tion goods and technology
from the United Stales for
ertities in Mussia” (edemal
proseculors told the court,

They claimed that Kaushik
wirked in collsboration with
his Austrs-hased pssociate
Mirkus Kaltenegger and oth
ers o dbtain US-on ginaviation
goods for end-users in Russin,
Aroonding o emel  (ings
Katishak eaquorted i nmafl parts
componends and  technology
from the 1S o R usgia and Russ-
fnn end ussrawithout obtaiving
the perpuimed losnee or awthod-
sation from the Department of
Commmieree for suchexgports ond
reexpirts — PTI

netwark
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Navi Mumbai

airport: A new
high for IndiGo

FPJNews Service
MUMEA
—
IndiGo, India’s largest low-
cost carrier, has successfully
completed simulator valida-
tion for draft required naviga-
tion performance approaches
at the upcoming Navi
Mumbai international air-
port. The move aims to
enhance operational effi-
ciency and improve connec-
tivity for passengers.
Surinder Narli, IndiGo air
traffic management director,
highlighted the achievement
on Linkedln, drawing praise
from the colleagues. One said
that the validation will reduce
the workload on the flight
inspection unit and enhance
safety measures.
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Air India to set up aircraft
maintenance training
institute in Bengaluru

NT Correspondent
BENGALURU

Air India on Friday said it is
setting up a Basic Mainte-
nance Training Organis ation
(BMTO), which will offer an
integrated 2+2 vears Aircraft
Maintenance  Engineering
(AME) programme certified
by the Indian aviation regu-
lator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

The Air India BMTO is a
step towards building a mo-
bust, future-ready aviation
ecosystem in India, the com-
pany said.

It will serve the ambitions
of the airline as it moves
ahead in its transformation
journey, strengthening the
availability of aircraft main-
tenance engineers as Air
India expands its fleet, mak-
ing it self-reliant, it said in a
release.

Air India has signed an
agreement with Bengaluru
Airport City Limited (BACL),
a subsidiary of Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Limited
(BIAL), to dewelop a build-
to-suit facility for the AME

programme that will feature

modern classrooms, well-
equipped laboratories for
practical training and a team
of qualified trainers.

The purpose-built cam-
pus, spread over 86000
square feet at Bengaluru
Airport City, is expected to
be operational by mid-2028,
it said.

The aim of the BMTO isto
foster a worlkforce of skilled
professionals  for  aircraft
maintenance and engineer-
ing operations where stu-
dents will receive hands-on
experience and training,
1d€mring to industry stand-
ards and Air India’s specific

requirements, it added.

Till the new BMTO facil-
ity commences operations,
Air India will implement
a Cadet AME programme
with other reputable institu-
tions across Bengaluru and
Hvderabad to ensure con-
tinuity in its commitment
towards AME education
and workforce develop-
ment as well as to support
its requirements for aircraft
maintenance engineers.

Air  India,  Director,
Aviation Academy  Sunil
Bhaskaran said, “The BMTO
will establish a pipeline of
skilled engineers trained to
Adr India standards.”
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Air India to offer integrated

aircraft maintenance
engineering programme

PTI

MUNMEA]

Air India on Friday said it will
set up a Basic Maintenance
Training Organisation
(BMTO) that will offer an inte-
grated aircraft maintenance
engineering programme and
the facility will be operational
in mid-2026.

The BMTO will be housed
close to Air India’s new 12-bay
Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MR facility in
Bengalurn that will be oper-
ationalin early 2026

The Tata Group-owned air-
line has inked an agreement
with Bengaluru Airport City
Lud (BACL), a subsidiary of
Bangalore International

The BMTO will be
housed close to Air
India's new 12-bay
MRO facility in
Bengaluru

Airport Ltd (BIAL), to develop
a build-to-suit facility for the
programme.

“T'he purpose-built campus,
spread over 86,000 square feet
at Bengaluru Airport City, is
expected to be operational by
mid-2026," a release said

The programme will include
two years of in-classroom aca-
demic course work followed by
two vears of practical on the job
training at the MRO,
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State keen on resuming
direct flights to London

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The state gov-
ernment is keen on holding a
discussion in the Assembly dur-
ing its Winter Session starting
from November 25 on its long-
standing demand for resum-
ing direct flights to London and
other countries under European
Unions from Kolkata.

The ruling Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) is expected to
bring a proposal and a discus-
sion on the proposal will take
place in the House on Novem-
ber 27. State is expected to push
forward its demand and urge
the Centre to take steps so that
the direct flight services from
Kolkata. The cities like Delhi,
Mumbai, even Hyderabad and
Bangalore have direct flight
services to Europe whereas in
Kolkata, the direct flight was
stopped many years ago.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had urged the Union
Civil Aviation Ministry to
resume direct flights between
Kolkata and London, more
than a decade after they were
discontinued. The Chief Min-
ister had stressed the impor-
tance of resuming flight services
to Europe during the Ben-
gal Global Business Summit
(BGBS) in the past. She had
pointed out that resumption
of direct flight services with
Europe might bring business
opportunities as well.

The state government has
been pursuing this for more
than the last ten years. Air
India had started a direct flight
between Kolkata and London in
2005. The services were, how-
ever, discontinued in September
2008 because of poor load fac-
tor. British airways, too, moved
out of the sector in March 2009.
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AIRLINES TO DEPLOY TRAINED CREW, ARRANGE STAY

Steps to fight fog effect on flights

SANJAY MANDAL

® Crew trained to operate in low visi-
bility on flights to fog-prone sirports
® “Prearranged” accommodation
and transporiation for crew members
s0 they are available as soon as the
condition improves

Caleutta: Alriines are planning sever-
al measures to reduce delays during
winter when fog plays havoe with Right
schedules across Indin

The Calautia alrport authorities
sald they are preparing to reduce dis-
ruptions trigegered by fog in the clty as
wellas al other airports.

The Category II-B instrument land-
ing system, which was Installed at the
Calcutta airport in early 2018, allows
Mights to land even when the runway
visual mnge is as low as 50m.

However, visihility olten dips below
50m in winter because of fog, stalling
Mights.

On January 15, Z18 flights toand
{rom the city were delayed and 41 were
cancelled beaiuse of fog at the Caleutia
abrport and many other cities, includ-
ing Delhi. Altercations broke out be-
tween passengers and the airline staff,

IndiGo and Air India said they huve
made plans (o minimise delays during
winter.

“Qualified low visibility operations
{LV() crew are scheduled for flights
during fog-prone perfods, ensuring

Haze over EM By pass on Friday
aflernom. Poiare by Pradip Sanyal

safisty and opermtional reliability,™
sald a spokesperson for IndiGo.
“Conditional captains are excluded
from rosters during the fog season (o
minimise risks and maintain consist-
ency ln opemtions.”

Conditional captains ane those with
less than 100 hours of experienceas a
fMight commander, a pllot sald.

“Often Mights trying to land at an
alrport in low-visibility condl thons
get diverted beeause the erew are nol
certified to operate in such conditions.
So, proper planning while preparing
the roster can hel p aveld such incon-
venlenoes,” the pllot sald.

IndiGo said the erew will be stru-
tegically positioned near airports to
reduce delays caused by transportation
challenges during foggy conditions.

“Accommodations and transpor
tation are pre-ar| crew,
ensuring they are readily available to
operate flights ss soon &s conditions
improve,” the airline said. “Based on
historical data and strategy, IndiGo
carries additional fuel (o account for
holding patterns and taxi delays, re-
ducing the need for diversions and gatle
returns.”

Air India sources said it has
strengihened its systems to ensure
timely alerts are sent (0 pASSEngers,
“We have mobilised all resources for
[aster response (o any fog disruption.
Alternative al rports have been identi-
fied and equipped for smooth handling
of passengers... il there is any Mlight
diversion.” sald an alrline source.

“Alr India is well equipped with a
large pool of CAT I-certlfied alroraft
and pilots.™

Calcuttin nlrport sources sajd a ded-
fcated team has been set up to eoordi-
mate with airlines and other agencies o
handle fog delays.

“Non-essential work on the alrfield
will be stopped and un necessary ve-
hidles removed to ensure faster move-
ment of alrcralt amid low visibility,”
sald an abrport olficial. “This will re-
duce delays to some extent,” he said.

Alrport officials sald the alrlines
should deploy more personnel in the
terminal when there are major de-
lays and hundreds of passengers are
stranded.
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Airlines asked to provide beverages, snacks
or meals to passengers of delayed flights

Tines NEws NeTwoRrk

New Delhi: Airlines will now
have to provide beverages and
snacks to passengers when
flights are delaved by two to
four hours and meals on those
delayed bevond four hours.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has ad-
vised airlines as low visibility
innorth India hasstarted lead.
ing todelays this winter:

And when a flight is de-
layed on one sector, it leads to
consequential delays on all
other routes across the air
line’s network the aircraft is to
operate thatday

Airlines to provide drinking water for delays of
flight up to two hours; tea or coffee with
snacks/refreshments for delays between two
and four 4 hours; and meals for delays

exceeding four hours

The aviation ministry on
Friday said on X: ... airlines
have been advised to provide fa-
cilities to passengers during
flight delavs. These measures
are designed to prioritise pas-
senger convenience during un-
foreseen disruptions. As per
advisory issued by DGCA, air-
lines (have) to provide drink-
ing water for delays of flightup
to two hours; tea or coffee with

snacks/refreshments for de-
lays between two and four 4
hours; and meals for delays ex-
ceeding four hours.”

“These provisions aim fo
enhance passenger experience
while addressing their basic
needs during extended waiting
times,” the ministry added.
Apart from this DGCA adviso-
ry, the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) has also

addressed one of
the biggest issues passengers
of delayed fights face every
winter — remaining onboard

aircraft for hours waiting
for it to take off.
It has now allowed

“smooth re-entry of passen-
gers stranded inside aircraft
due to weather
or technical delays, minimis-
ing inconvenience  and
facilitating  smoother re-
boarding when flights resume.
A drill of the same by con-
cerned stakeholders is also be-
ing carried out,” the aviation
ministry had said on Wednes
day
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Give beverages, snacks if
flights delayed by 2-4 hrs:
DGCA advisory to airlines

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Airlines will now
have to provide beverages and
snacks to passengers when
flights are delaved by two to fo
ur hours and meals on those
delaved beyvond four hours.
The Directorate General

IN VIEW OF LOW
VISIBILTY IN N INDIA

of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
advised airlines as low visibi-
lity in north India has already
started leading to delavs this
winter. When a flight is delay-
ed on one sector; it leads to de-
lays on all other routes across
the airline's network the air-
craft is tooperate that day

The aviation ministry Fri-
day said on X: “Airlines have
been advised to provide facili-

ties to passengers during
flight delavs. These measures
are designed to prioritise pas-
senger convenience during
unforeseen disruptions.
According to DGCA advi-
sory, airlines (have) to provide
drinking water for delays of
flight up to two hours; tea or
coffee with snacks/refresh.
ments for delays between two
and four hours; and meals for
delays exceeding four hours,”
It said the aim was to address
passengers’ basic needs du-
ring extended waiting times,
The Bureau of Civil Avia-
thon Security (BCAS) has also
addressed another issue due
to delayed flights every winter
— remaining onboard aircraft
for hours. It has now allowed
“smooth re-entry of passeng-
ersstranded insideaireraft, mi-
nimising inconvenience... "

23 NOVEMBER 2024
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