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‘Boeing 787s Saw 31
RAT Glitches in14 Yrs'

New Delhi: Boeing's
Dreamliner aircraft
have reported 31 in-
stances of uncom-

manded deploymentof Ram Air
Turbine (RAT) in the last 14 ve-
arsglobally and most of the inci-
dents typically oceurred within
siX months of carrying out cer-
tain maintenance works, accor-
ding toa senior official. —PTI
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Boeing briefs
DGCA on sudden
RAT deployment

BOEING'S DREAMLINER AIR-
CRAFT have reported 31 ins-
tances of uncommanded

RAT deployment in last 14
years globally, and most typi-
cally occurred within &
months of carrying out cer:
tain mantenance works. It
has given a brief to DGCA_PTI
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IndiGo plane enroute to
Srinagar faces techissue;
makes precautionary
landing in Varanasi

Fress Trust of india
Mew Delhi Oct 22

An ImdiGo plane enroute o Scinaear om
Kaolkntn made n procautionary landing at
the Varanazi aimport on Walneday evening
due tooa techncal lsse Senroes syl mal
functianing of a sensor in the aiverafl lsd 1o
a Lalse alarm of el lmkape, following whhich
the plane lnnded in Varnnmesd, T iGo flight
il 606 1, opwrsiing Neom Eolkita to Serigar
mode & precauiionary bnding ot Yarannsi
Mrport doe W a snspeeted eohnbeal isune
As a safeiy mmsure, the aircmit has e
grotinded o necessary checks, nnd on alter
nle alreraf hos been areanged o continge
the jourmey,” the airline snid in o statement
Specilie detalls about the i=chnical Esue
and the mamber of passenpers onboan] were
nel disclosed. The flighs was operated with
A0 pen nicrnfl, ss per infnrmintion avaflable
a1 Might tracking webslite Fightcadar? com
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Customs seizes

narcotics worth
nearlyRs2.5cr

at Delhi airport

New Delhi: A man was ar-
rested at Delhi's IGI
Alrport with drugs worth
Rs 2 49 crove, the Customs
department said
Thursday. The accused
was intercepted after his
arrival from Bangkok on
Monday. 5 pouches con-
raining narcotics sub-
stance, weighing a total of
24955 grams were found,
the department said ina
Slatement Pl
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Civil Aviation ministry seeks Cabinel nod for
GMR takeover of Nagpur airport’s operations

‘Ministry also secks approval for formation of GNIAL by GMR Airports’

AMITAY RAMIAH

NEW DELHL Wek MITLAR
Tindie Lasmited (ML) apd A
pocts Authority of india (AL}
iggaling the  jsech-deleyed
Lol B apreemenl Sor Mg~
PUE BUpGrL, the Ulnices Minis-
Ery el vl Kelabioon Bad sy bt
Crabrinel paosd 5 hamd over the
alrporls opcrainne 0 GME
Mgty [4d a8 perr 2 Suprerse
Court arder

The mirisry has soughs
apprral for directing the Adl
o eanend the land beass v MIL
fior another 50 pears up to 20609,
s that | could barid over the
airpoat by e sslecied joise
wenbure operator B nenning
it o e costesiion perid of
3 ypears wilRoinl 3 hnak

FH.I.'LIHIJ! the 1L T
vnder al 27 September W04,
MIL signed the concesslon
agreement witk GME Kag-
pear International Asport Lid
(G IALY on B {xciober 2004,
A per the pact. ML musd
license Lhe Magpur alrpoct
[z |;iI.HJ.I.IIliII5 AL Lind) 1o
Gt LA L far M0 vears from the

s o0 T

KEY POINTS
» Theer misnishy hexs soegh apmroval for
direting the Asl 1o sdond the lond

lense o ML S cnnther 30 yeors v
e 2089

= i has been fuming the akport
withoid o Sormal keng |eass with A8
shnoe August 2009, whon B ook over
the abport

d Thigdr )
o R
fia

Filk KL

& The ksave desed could not be
exeaded dee 1o o lend cenership
cispine betepan A47 crd the Indian
#ir Foroo

Commenial Cperalion Daie,

As the Mivear license
|.|l|.1||:r|] lue GHIAL, irperalinig
apectedd B stesd thes year ar
ek, will g beyomd August
230, AAL woidd b 1o
exiem] the kese beyond 20059
ir B of MIL b ensdsle e
latter in Hoense the alrpori bnd
b LM LAL for 30 years.

WEL has been munmang ks
alrpoct without formal knd
lease with AU aiice Adgust
200 whiem i ook over the o

1, The s desd comld nol
execubed doe in land cwnes
ship Bapule between AAL el
the chian Adr Forme
Lask Mg, AA] sagncd
the clied e liasing s land
to Wil the initial poant ven
Iy epreralior, foor 00 pears willky
effect From Augpes 309 5o,
whenever Ll takes it over
s the secomad TV aperadar, it
would have less than 14 vears
of cpcrating dghis wlerce
the concession agresmenl peo

waded fer HI vearn of sgenting
riglris. Déficiads sabd once the
Calinsl appeuves the proposal
AT wall mign the lease dieed
o s r.l:l.l:lll].h.‘l_'.nrliml willy
BIL anad sharcpuerdly, ML
will licesz= the pirpurl o =
nnd jodnd veniyre CHLAL

The mingsiry is {herefore also
58 ex-pusl [actn approval
forr thee forsrestioer of GIAL by
CMB, Abrports which won the
30y iailid concesion e
uppradation. modemszation.

Lom i a1 -J.I'ld malmiznanie of
I{;mlr'u [ Aghesahe™ Aimhed -
Jar International Alrport.

GHNLAL will diaese 1449 per-
oenbol fls gross reveniue receipts
it AEibeas Ll b, aiid & fut By
eaternion of 30 yeard would be
I]Illil'.la]l.uu.l:l_a!'mlul |.lldll.|.lll'5_
wherc GHEAL will hiie a right
i maich thee hiphest hid i jt=
hid i within 5 per et of the
ighe s bid

GNIAL &5 w0 upgrade
divecligy aned npemie The air-
pur '|'-'HI|]':II udua.rl.d.lued ﬁdul]ll
ligs including o well-oguippe
building of fhkh SJTHIE r:'el
cealing aroursd Ks 7000 orose i
enhanis the pationgor lersiinal
capacity o four million pasosn.
grri aniivally

Thar armati s -
vl idvnluek um;ruﬂil;u_ calal-
ing infrastriiciune, boikling a
mandarn cargo erminal, and
improving  sirede  oltie
with 2 new Adr Trafhic Conired
lower. A key abjective ks o
peaitiom Magrpor a<a compo Buh,
stgmificantly enhancing carge
hassdling el liwgistics in the
Widarbha region.
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Civil Aviation ministry seeks Cabinet nod for
GMR takeover of Nagpur airport’s operations

‘Ministry also seeks approval for formation of GNIAL by GMR Airports’

AMITAY RAMIAN

NEW DELHI: With MIFHAN
Imiidla Limbeed {BTLY and Adr-
poris Autharity of Inds (AL
signing  Lthe  much-delayved
land lease agreement for Mag
pur airpoct, the Union Mings-
try of Chedl fedation bas sooaght
Cabinet pod ro hand over the
airports eperations o GME
Mrparts [ad as per a Supreme
Laonirt eader,

The mindstry has sought
approsal for divecting the A4l
Lo e Leenel thve Jandd bewse bo MIL
for another M yvears ap to 2059,
aiw that it comlad hand over the
girport w0 U selecved join
VNI Qperator B ranning
i Joz the concesion period of
5 vears without a break.

Frllenwing rhe apes conrt
ander of 27 S 1|.'|:|||.71'r 2124,
ML signed the concession
apreensenl with GME Mag-
pur International Adrport Lad
IGNTALT om 8 (lctaber 20004
As per the pact, MIL moust
license the N aiTpirl
land limmuillgdm Iull!:'mi.u
GINIAL fuc 30 vears [rom the

Lﬁ';“i‘;ﬂi
I - 1 g - ‘. k-

directing the A4 1o extend e land
leaze to ML for onather 30 yeos up
o 20ES

= ML bas been rurning the gigport
withous o formol band lecme with Al
since August 2009, when it ook owwr
the girpart

» Tha lemse derd could not be
mxaamed due to o lond cwnership
disgute batwsan BA] and the Indion

Alr Forco

Comuercial Dperation Dhale,

As the vy L e
pericel for GHIAL, operations
epectsd to start this year or
next, will g bevand August
M9, AAl wauld have to
extend the bkease heyord 20349
i favour al MIL 1o enable th
latter bo bicense the zirport land
ty Tl fiow 30 years,

ML has been ranning the
adrport withowl feermal banad
bz with AAl sinde August
20H wihien it took aver the air

E:-n.':'."u.' hesse deedd could ot
ercrtead dise o land cwree-
ship dispute between AT and
the Indian Air Force.

Easr Aaggase, Al signed
the ded for leasing i.hiﬂl.d
fox WAL, the dnicial joint wen-
Cure aperalon for 30 years with
effect from Angust 2009, S,
whenewer GAE takes B over
as the seconsd |Y operator, it
would have kess than 14 vears
of operating rights whereas
the concesson agresment pr

viddes Jor 30 vears of aperaling
r*:_ghr.n:. {¥ficials sadd ance the
Cabrinet approves e proposal,
AAT will sign the lease deed
far thee exrended periad with
MIL arnd subsequentdy, MIL
will licemse the AT [ aev-
cnd Foinl venture GMLA L

The ministry is therelor=also
seedeling ex- st facto sppeveeal
B e Boemsabion af GAIAL by
GME Airports which won the
J0-yaar initkal concession for
upgradation, modernizabon,

aperaiion, and maintemanoe of
Rappur's Dr Babasahds Ambed-
kar Intermativmal Airport

G TAL will share 14,44 per-
cent ol it Eross severe neceipas
wills Blzhan India, and a further
extareinn af 30 vears wauld be
thruagh inleroational bidding
where GNIAL will have & rlf__hl:
e pnatch the highesr bid if its
bid i within 5 per cenl of the
highest bod.

GRIAL s io u de,
devedop and aperate E'Eﬂu:r
port with sdvanced facili-
Les inscluling a well-eyuipped
huilding af 5 lakh square feet
cosring areumd Bs 70 crome
cothance by passmper terminal
capaciny fa fousr millon prassin-
gers anuzlhe

The  ambitious  pro
T imenlves |.1pgrnr'rin£ exisr-
ity drfrastrwciure, building o
minslern carga ferminal, and
improving adrside  facililaes
wilh o new Air Trate Contral
toweer. A key ohjective is o
position Rappur as a cargo hulb,
significantly enhancing o
haneling and bogzstics in the
Vidarbha region
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‘Blind candidates
can't be denied
jobs if capable

THE Ifkl High Couri has
raded that o blind candidaio
cail be ausled Tinid e isl-
misd fior & ob post 0 he 5 able
fo prorcu e and discharps m
gulred dutics

Th= :'Ie-.-i minm r:“r.t;;.'u i
B S1hea] gl al Hie Sl EpSts
Asithorsy of Tl sisich had
fingualifis=] Wind applicants
Eron thes post al duior Exeoo
ive (Law) dedpite m=erving
Ewe v EeRT ol Tol peseans with
wiAm] Impaicmens

A divisian bers ol Jisiloes
& Hard Shankiar and Mjay Dip
paul maled that enoe & post |s
IdiEn el ns @eltobde Mo blind
o low vislon candidites by tho
ks ki Py s I e alee eha
Hightaof Perscns withDissd
161 Aot BHA. Tiarther resirc
fions wuch as the *funstional
refjuiremenl ol seeing cannod
B lmjpedinl srhtmarily B the
AppEsnbmp atrihcr e

Thee g if bomirrs e fsgjiial-
ifed by AL on 1he grounds
it they did mot meet the ne
nulremon of s eing Alvissais
5 K Binda. represonlng Lhe
it lnneed, s Tt onos &
post b been deemed suiiahle
o Blind candidaies, there s no
Bezal bacls lor escuding thaen.
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Al battles ageing fleet as seat troubles sky high

5 LALITHA @& New Defhi

AN average of 250 passenger
seats on Air India flights dewvel-
op faults every month, posinga
persistent challenge for the
Tata Group as it works to mod-
ernise the ageing fleet it ac-
quired from the government in
January 2022, According to air-
line insiders, the hurdle lies in
the non-avallability of spare
parts for older aircraft many of
which are 15 to 20 vears old. In
severdl cases, even the original
manufacturers of seat compo-
nents have shit down,

“Seat maintenance was never
a priority earlier,” said an Air
India source. “A seat includes
not just the cushion bul also
frays, in-flight enteriainment
sereens, and fii-
tings. Sometimes,
passengers them-

15-20 yrs old aircraft

The main hurdle is in the non-
avaitability of spare parts for
older aircraft many af which ang
15-20 wears old, In several cases,
even the ariginal manufacturers
of seat components have shut
down. The airline says 26 A320
aircraft have been upgraded,

soelves cause damage, and im-
mediate repairs aren't always
possible if the aircraft is due
for a quick turnaround.”
While travellers have long
viiced coneerns over poor cab-
in conditions, a recent social
media outery by a business
class passenger brought re-
newed seruting The pas-

senger; flying Al 187 from Delhi
to Toronto which iz a 19-hour
journey claimed that staff
asked him to sign a consent
form acknowledging his seat's
broken tray before boarding.
Alr India sources admitted
such incidents are "nof isolat-
ed,” adding that multiple solu-
tions are offered to affected
passengers. "At check-in, trav-
ellers are informed about seat
issues and asked for consent if
thev wish to continue with that
seat, If not, they can op for
the next available flight.”
the souree explained. In some
cases, business class flvers may
be shifted to economy, while
BCONOIMY PAsSENgers can usl-
ally be reassigned to another
geal more easily
The airline, how-
ever, insisis that a
large-secale retrofit

and modernisation plan is al-
ready in motion. All 26 A320
aircraft have been uperaded,
featuring new seats and interi-
ors. The first Boelng 787 is cur-
rently being retrofitted in the
US, a process requiring approv-
als from global regulators such
as the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration and the European Un-
ion Awviation Safety Agency
Orice completed, work will be-
gin on the Boeing 777 feet.
The revamp comes amid the
government’s broader push to
expand India’s Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul capabili-
ties, a sector that's only now
gaining raction in the country:
Until the retrofit programme
reaches full scale, however, pas-
sengers may continue to en-
counter the occasional "no-
tray” or “jammed recliner”
seat on Al's long-haul routes.
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Upcoming alrport Hosur land prices rise 40%

SANAL SUDEVAMN g2 Crennal

Land prices in Hosar, an indws-
trial hub in Tamil Madu, is ex-
pected to appreciate 25-40% in
the next two-three vears due to
the upeoming airport in the re-
gion. The 19000-crore airport
project is expected to handle
300 lakh passenpers annually
Speculative buving near Beri-
gal and Bagalur in Shoolagirl
taluk of Krishnagiri district
has led to rize in land prices up
to 71,500 and T3500 per squane
foot, respectively. Prashant
Thakur, executive director &
head - research & advisory,
ANAROCK Group, said. "It is
likely to cause an increase in
property values in Krishnagiri
district, which can be anywhere
between 25-40% depending on
location and project. It will im-
prove connectivity along Ben-
galuru's south-eastern corridor
and inerease demand for indus-

Custamer inguires have increased from two ey groups: investors and
professionals from Bengaluru's Electronic City, who see the alrport as

connectivity advantage and a chance for strong, capltal appreciation
Bala Ramajayam, founder and MD at G Souare

irial and commercial spaces.
This market is advantageously
located near Electronic City
and the border between Karna-
taka and Tamil Nadu. We can
pxpect the announcement of in-
tegrated townships as well as
logistics hubs and warehouses
all over the region,”

Bala Ramajayam, founder and
MD at G Square, a real estate de-
veloper, said, “We are seeing
surge in property prices and
customer inguiries in Hosur,
based on market activity follosw-
ing the announcement. Custonm-
er inguiries have increased from
two key groups: investors and

professionals from Berngaluru's
Electronic City, who see the air-
pott as a major connectivity ad-
vantage and a chanee for strong,
high-yield capital appreciation.”
Ramajavam said the Hosur air-
port is likely to attract TE0,000
105,000 crore in sectoral invest-
ments and generate 3.65—4.55
lakh jobs over the next decade,
positicning Hosur as India’s
next major integrated indus-
trial and aviation hub,

With the airport announce-
ment, industries are intending
to establish warehouses and
third-party logistics as it will
give better aceess to global mar-
ket from Hosur which already
has a sirong base of manufac-
turing electronics and EV prod-
ucts. The town being the manu-
facturing hub, coupled with
airport announcement closer
to Tier-1 city Bengaluru, the
real estate prices shot up by
nearly three times.
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Al flight glitch

B NEW DELH: A Bow-
ark-hound Al Indsa flght.
operated with 4 Booiig
77 aircraft, returned o
Mumbsat on Wednesday
mERTing due toa ischmni-
cal lEsue The Boslng 777
plane, which ook off at
arouind 1.50am for Mewark
o Woidnesday, was
alrborne fir over thines
hoins before rennning
o Mumbal, acoording to
filght tracking wehsite
FlightradarZd.oom. Fo
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Mid-air ‘fuel leak’, IndiGo
flight lands in Varanasi

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calentta: An IndiGo flight
from Calcutta to Srinagar
made a precautionary land-
ing at the Varanas! alrport
on Tuesday afternoon after a
“snspectad fuel lsak™ mid-alr,
according to alrport officlals.

The flight. numberad 6E
6061 and carrying 166 passen-
gers, had departed from the
Calcutta alrport at 2.43pm, of-
ficlals sald

The Alrbus A320neo alr-
rraft made the unscheduled

landing at Varanasi airport
at 4.06pm, sald sources at the
Calcutta alrport. All 166 pas-
sangers and crew mambers on
board were evacuated safely
after landing,

The pilot contacted Calcut-
ta’s alr fraffic control when the
alrcraft was flylng near Gaya
and Informed them of the sus-
pected fuel leak, prompting
precautionary action.

“0On October 22, 2025, In-
diGo fight 6E 6961, operating
from Calcutta to Srinagar,

made a precautionary landing
at Varanas! Alroort doe o a

suspected technical issue As
a safety measure, the alrcraft
has been groundad for necas-
sa1v checks, and an alternate
alrcraft has boen arranged to
continue the journey.” sald a
spokesperson for IndiGo.

“At IndiGo, the safety of
OUr passengers, crew, and air-
craft 1s our top priority. We
appreciate our custOmers’ pa-
tience and cooperaton as our
teams work to minimise any
Inconvenience.™

Alrport sources sald an

Investigation would be con-
ducred
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DGCA may tighten norms after power bank fires on flights

Sauwrabh.Sinha
mtimesofindia.com

New Delhi: India may soon
adopt stricter rules for power
banks carriage onboard air-
craft following recent Instanc-
23 worldwide, including one
iy the countey, of lithium-ion
hatteries catching fire,

Last Sunday, a passenger’s
power hank caught fire on &
Dimapur-bound ndiGo fight
when the aireratt was taxiing
at Delhi airport. Now; the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation is “taking up this is-
sue”, snid a sendor official,

Theregulatoris learned to
be taking technbeal inpats on

SAFETY PUSH

the is=ne and examining the
options, While its decision
woltld be known soon, foreign
alrlines are increasingly pul-

ting restrictions on power
banks. These include letting

passenpers carry only one
power boank under 100 Yatt
Hours onboard, but not use
the same for chargingany per-
sonal electronie deviees ar
charging the power bank us-
Ing the in-seal power supply
SYSLEM,

Some foreign carriers even
require the power bank to e
leept in the seat pocket or in a
bag under the seat in front and
ot in the cverhead bins so that
if they cateh fire, the same is
quickly detected and donzed by
calin crew.

Dubai-based Emirates has
[Fom Oct 1 “prohibited” using
any kind of power bank on its
fights. While it allows a pas-

SeNEer t0 CHETY 0T posaer
bank under 100 Walt Hours,
they can nweither use it o
charge any device, nor charge
the power bank in the aircraft
cabin, The new resulations al-
g0 mandate that “all power
bunks accepted for transport
muist have capacity rating in-
formation available”. Emir-
ates website save: “There hos
been a significant growth in
customers neing power banks
in recent years, resulting inan
increasing number of Tithitm
batteryrelated  incidents on-
board flighis across the wider
aviation industey Power banks
primarily utilise lithium-ion
or lithinm-polviner  batter

ies,... If the hallery is over-
charged or damaged. it may re
silt in C“thermal runsway”
whereiny heat  generation
withinabattery cell excesds its
ability to dissipate heat, lemad-
ing toa rapid and uncontrolla-
ble temperature increase, This
can resull in dangerous conse
quences fike fire, explosions
and the release of toxic gases.”
Muopst phones and sophisti-
cated lithinm battery-power
od devices have an internal
trickle system which slowly
adds current into the battery
to prevent overcharging, but
many basic power banks may
not have this safeguard, in-
ereasing the risl.
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Fuel leak scare: IndiGo
flight lands in Varanasi

Tirees Mews Nerwioos

Bew Delhi: An IndiGoflight
from Kolkaim o Srinagar
with 166 peapieomn boxrsd was
diverted to Varanasi on
Wednezday afler the crew
suspected a fuel leak. The pi-
lots scught priovity landing
in Varanazi, waere they
safely  touched down at
4. 06pm, officials smid, Tha
Aireraft —an Adrbaes 320

remaing grounded  foe
checks.

The airerait had taken
off from Koelkata at 245mm.
During cruise a while later,
the pilots =aw the fuel bevel
Tucbuade anad, suspeciing a
lesikemme, doscidesdd b divert
Varanasi.

Bources  sald  initial
checks on the pround did not
raveal any fuel leak and the
issue  might have been
cpased by a sensor malfune
L.

IndiGa sasd in a siate-
ment, “On Oct 22, Indifo
flight 6E B981, operating
from Kolketa to Srinagar,

Tech glitch hits Al
Mum-Newark flight

New Delhir An Air India flight
fram Mumbal to Mewark
turnad back Wednasday, faur
hiowrs after takeoff, following
a suspected technical snag.
TheBoeing ¥17.which
departed with ower 104
pagsengers bnded safely at
30w, Thie ¢ responcding
Hewark-Mumbaiflight was
canseguently cancelled. &n &l
spokespersonsaid, “al-191
operating from Mumbaito
Mewarkon Oct 22 madaa
precavtionary air returm due
Lo & suspected bechnical
iz, Alrcraft i undargning
Inspection.™ mn

made a precautionary land-
ing at Varanasi pirport doe
to 8 suspected technical is
=0E A% a =adely measure, th
aireritll has boeen grovnded
[k necessary checks, and an
aliernate alveraft has been
arranged to continue the
journes”
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Spicejet tight to Pamaretumns
to Delhiafter suspected glitch

NEW DELIT, OCTORER 25
A Patna-bound Spicefet
fight was foroed to meturn to
Deltha shortly aftor taleoff on
Thursday atter the crew sus-
pected a technical pliteh mid-
or, affeind s soic,

The Boemp TIT-8A arcmit
whirh hed deportesd fmm el
hi's Indira Candby Intermnation:
ol Avrpwort In the mormimg, was
drverted bark to the capital
minuites fto the g ht after the
cockpit crewobserved ine gular
indieatinns in the system The
pilote alerted thee Air Traffie
Control and sought pricaty
landing dearance a8 a preca-

ey e

all passensers were deboared
wiathant infadent “The Bosng
TIT-HA amoraft opemtmg the
Dedhi-Patna flight returned to
Daedha attesr thecrew suspected o
Lo enligsiee Ths arerafl has
been prounded for a detaibed
enspertion. Chee ks are qorment -
b underoay, and an alternate
flight is being armnged br the
affected pessengers” SpeeeJet
sabd oo statement. Arcarding
Rooadriine SoUDees, g meeTsams
condiecting o thamuph sami

nition ko kentify the couse of

the sispected fult —TNS



