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Rai urges Centreagainto
hold meet on cloud seeding

City has been witnessing "very poor’ air guality for past few days

ANUP YERMA 3 hew Dbl

ENVIRONMENT Minister
Gaopal Ralon Wednesday wimte
to Union Environment Minis
ter Bhupender Yadav urging
him to convene an all-stake-
holder meeting to approve
cloud seeding in the ity in
view af the worsening afr pol-
Tution situation

On Wednesday, an overall
ARG of 363 (very poor) was re-
corded while more areas fell
into the " severe” zone. The .Ja-
hangirpuri monltoring statlon
registered a “severs” Air QQualk
ity Index at 418, while Vivek
Vihar's reading was 407 and
Anand Vihar's 402. On Mon-
day the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCH) Invoked the
second stage of the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan

Iny his letter to Yadaw, Rl em-
phasised the nesd for emergen-
cy measures, including clowud
seeding, to mitigate the health
rigks pogesd by hamrdous smog
and pollution levels,

Hee also reminded Yodow of
his previous letiers dated Au-
gust 3 amd October 10 in this
regard,” Delhi's alr quality has
already reached alarming bev-
els and the government has
implemented the Winter Ac-
tion Plan from September 25,
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Forbegn toonstd seen weanng face masksat Vijay Chowk on Wedsesday | m

2124, tocombat pollution. How-
ever, In case the situation
worsens, we are exploring al-
termaiive solutions for imme
diate relicf,” Hal said

The Delhi governmeant has
explorved clowd seeding. a proe
a8 that involves artficially
inducing rainfall to wash paol-
lutanis from the atmosphere
However: he sald, it requires
clearances from varlous cen-
tral govermment agencies, in-
cduding the Ministry of De-
[ence, Directorate General of
Civil Aviation, and the Air-
ports Authority of Indta.

Glven the potential for the
air quality to turn severe in
November, Rai said a mesting
al all relevant stakeholders

should be convened to tackle
the problem.

He underlined the impor-
tanee of coordinating efforis
between agencies such as the
CPCRE, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD ), and the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
to implement coud seeding
as A potential emergency
T AE L

Ral's letter also included a
presentation by [T Kanpur
outlining the feasibility of
cloud seedlng.

“Congidering the worsening
pollutdon levels, 1t is impera-
tive that we evaluate this
method's feasibility in Delhi’s
context,” the letter stated.

(With PTT inpuits)
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Rai reiterates request to
approve cloud seeding proposal
to artificially induce rain in city

STAFF REPORTER @ NEW DELHI

nvironment Minister Gopal

Rai on Wednesday said he
has written to the central gov-
ernment retlerating his request
o convene a meeting of all
stakeholders o approve a dloud
seeding proposal to artificially
induce rain to combat air pol-
lution in Delhi
This comes amid Delhi's wors-
ening air quality. A thick layer
of smog enveloped the nation-
al capital on Wednesday morn-
ing as its air quality remained in
the 'very poor’ category with an
owverall Adr Quali.l}'f.mlrx {ACT)
of 363.
The Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) on Monday
invoked the second stage of the
Graded Response Action Plan in
the national capital, imposing
restrictions on the use of coal
and frewood as well as diesel
generator sets.
In his letter to Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav, Rai empha-
u'smf the need for emergency
measures, including cloud seed-
ing, to mitigate the health risks
posed by hazardous smog and
pallistion levels, He also remind-
ed Yadav of his previous letters
dated August 30 and October 10
in this regard.

“Delhi's air quality has already
reached alarming levels and the
gi:n'l:mmeni has implemented
the Winter Action Plan from
September 25, 2024, to combat
pollution. However, in case the
siluation worsens, we are explor-
ing alternative solutions for
immediate relief,” Rai said.
Cloud seeding, a process that
involves artificially inducing
rainfall to wash pollutants from
the atmosphere, has been
explored 1.1} the Delhi govern-
ment belore. However, il
requires clearances from various
central government agencies,
ineluding the Ministry of
Defence, Directorate General of
Civil Aviation and the Ai s
Authority of India, he su.iralpm
Given the potential for the air
quality to turn severe in
Novermber, Rai said a mesting of
all relevant stakeholders should
be convened to tackle the prob-
lem. He underlined the impor-
tance of coordinating :iﬁh
between agencies such as the
CPCE, the India Meteorological
Department (IMDY), and the
Bureau of Civil Aviation to
implement cloud seeding as a
potential emergency measure.
Rai's letter also included a pre-
sentation by IIT Kanpur outlin-
ing the feasibility of cloud seed-
ing.
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Rai again asks
Centre to call
meeting on
cloud seeding

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi's environ-
ment minister Gopal Rai on
Wednesday wrote another let-
ter to union environment mini-
ster Bhupendra Yadav, urging
theconveningof ameetingwith
all stakeholders on cloud see-
ding. Rai wrote similar letters
on Aug 30 and Oct 10 to Yadav.

Cloud seeding is a weather
modification technology de-
signed to help create rain arti-
ficially. Artificial rain is one
of the 21 focus areas of the
winter action plan.

“Asof today, AQI hasalready
crossed the 350 level and GRAP
Level 2 has been evoked. Consi-
dering that air quality in Delhi
is likely to turn severe during
Nov, I believe it is imperative to
consider the feasibility of this
method in our context,” Rai sta-
ted in his letter on Wednesday:

Herequested Yadav tocalla
meeting immediately with sta-
keholders, including IIT Kan-
pur, Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation, Airport Authority
of India, India Meteorological
Department, Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security, Central Pol-
lution Control Board and Mini-
stry of Home Affairs.

Last year, Delhi govt anno-
unced the plan of conducting
artificial rain in Nov to control
air pollution. However; the plan
was shelved as meteorological
conditions were found to be un-
favourable and the moisture le-
vel was not sufficient for indu-
cing artificial rain.

“Cloud seeding is a process
that involves the artificial in-
duction of rain, to reduce air
pollution by washing out pollu-
tants from the atmosphere. Del-
hi govt previously explored clo-
ud seeding as an emergency
measure to artificially induce
rain and reduce air pollution
during such critical periods
and noticed that prior clearan-
ces from various central go-
vernment agencies are requi-
red to implement the same,”
Rai further stated in the letter,
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Govt slams Meta,
X for ‘not aiding’
bomb hoax probe

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The ministry of
information technology has
pulled up X and Meta over
what is being seen as their
“non-cooperation” regarding
investigations related to a se-
ries of bomb hoaxes that has
disrupted flights, frustrating
govt, airlines, and travellers
over the past few weeks.

The reprimand — which
termed the non-cooperation
of the companies virtually
‘abetting the crime’ —
comes as the platforms were
seen to be reluctant in shar-
ing details about the user
handles that sent out the
fake warnings. All the han-
dles that engaged in the mis-
chievous messaging were
found to be fake, which
meant that the Delhi Police
and other agencies were not
able to find the real people
behind them.

Sources said ministry of-
ficials, led by a top officer who
handles content takedown or-
ders related to social media
companies, held a meeting
with representatives of the
internet giants and asked
them to be “forthcoming and
prompt” in providing infor-
mation on the fake accounts.

“Theministry pointed out
that prompt response is need-
ed toensurethat the perpetra-
tors and repeat offenders are
identified swiftly, and
nabbed,” a source added.

However, the social
media companies are un-
derstood to have told govt
that they are ready to coop-
erate, but “can do so only
when the requests come
through the proper frame-
work"” mandated by law.

“The home ministry and
IT ministry enjoy powers to
seek details under specific
provisions and specific con-
ditions. The companies had
cooperated when the re-
quests came through proper
channels and under specific

Getty Images

Companies want requests
through ‘proper channels’

Hoax caller threatens
to blow up MP airport

nunidentified caller on

Wednesday threatened to
blow up the Dumnaairport at
Jabalpurin Madhya Pradesh,
which turned out to be a hoax,
a police officer said.

Thecallertoldairport
authorities thatabombwas
plantedinan IndiGo flight,
additional SP Anand Kaladagi
said. The call turned outto be
a hoax. Airports Authority of
India (AAl) officials lodged an
FIR against an unidentified
person under section 351
(criminal intimidation) of the
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita
(BNS), the police officer said.
Thecyber cellisinvestigating
the matter, he added. pmi

provisions. However, thedis-
connect happenswhenagen-
cies that are not mandated to
seek information — such as
certain wingsof variousstate
govts — ask for information,”
a source said.

The companies said that
they “respect and follow the
law of theland”, addingthat
they refuse only when re-
quests for information do
not come according to the
provisions of law.

The IT ministry has also
pulled up the companies for
“delays” In providing user
details of the fake handles,
allowing the perpetrators to
go undetected. The compa-
nies have assured govt that
they will hasten the process.
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GMR

Group secures ¥6.3K cr

investment from ADIAarm

Hopes for significant reduction in pledged shares after completion of debt deal

PRACHI PISAL
Mumbai, 23 October

yderabad-based GMR Group on
HWednesday said it has entered

into an agreement with a wholly
owned subsidiary of Abu Dhabi
Investment Authority (ADIA) for an invest-
ment of 6,300 crore in the form of struc-
tured debt instruments.

Upon completion of the deal, GMR
Group said it would use the proceeds
to refinance all external debt of GMR
Enterprise Private Limited (GEPL),
the promoter of GMR Airports Limited
(GAL), formerly GMR  Airports
Infrastructure Limited.

“The %6,300 crore will help address
both the entire debt and the interest
component at the promoter level,” said a
person in the know, who did not wish to
beidentified.

Kiran Grandhi, corporate chairman of
GMR Group, said: “Over recent years, we
have successfully reduced a significant
quantum of corporate debt. This invest-
ment from ADIA will facilitate the repay-

GAR A

Creating Tomorrow Today

ment of all external debt at GEPL,
strengthening our ability to support the
continued growth of GAL.”

Further, upon completion, the GMR
promoter group’s pledge on its sharehold-
ing in GAL will reduce significantly. GEPL
believes that it will be able to consolidate
multiple lenders into a single source of
capital through this exercise.

Khadem AlRemeithi, executive direc-
tor of the infrastructure department at
ADIA, said: “India’s aviation sector has

GFCLEV raises T1K cr,
valued at¥25K cr

Huorochemicals firm Gujarat
Fluorochemicals (GFL) on
Wednesdayannounced that its
subsidiary GFCLEV Products has
successfully raised ¥1,000 crore atan
equityvaluation of approximately
25,000 crore.

The funding round was led by
the promoters of the INOXGFL Group
and joined by several investors,
including family offices of major
Indian conglomerates.  ANJAL SINGH

strong growth prospects, backed by the
positive long-term fundamentals of the
Indian economy, while GMR Group isone
of the country’s leading airport operators.
This investment aligns with our approach
of backing entities which are developing
world-class transport assets that benefit
from demographic growth and increased
economic connectivity.”
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Congress lawmakers want 2nd airport
to come up in Bengaluru South

BENGALURU, DHNS

ongress lawmakers
Cand leaders from Ra-
managara, Mandya
and Mysuru districts have
appealed to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah that the pro-
posed second airport should
be developed in the Southern
Bengaluru to ease traffic con-
gestionand help south Benga-
lururesidents.
About nine legislators, in-

cluding Ramanagara MLA
Igbal Hussain, Magadi MLA
H CBalakrishna and Malaval-
li MLLA PM Narendra Swamy
have submitted a memoran-
dum to the chief minister in
thisregard.

“Most of the air travellers
are residents of Bengaluru
South. Moreover, commercial
and industrial activities are
alsoincreasingatarapid pace
in Ramanagara, Mandya and
Mysurudistricts. Therefore, it

is ideal for the second airport
to come up in South Bengalu-
ru,” the letter explained.

The lawmakers further
contended that the availabil-
ity of water and plain land to
an extent of building around
3 to 5 km-long runway is also
available, which makes Ben-
galuru South anideal place to
establish the second airport.

On similar lines, the law-
makers have also petitioned
Industries and Infrastructure

Development Minister M B Patil
to take steps to establish the sec-
ond airportin Bengaluru south.
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AVIATION SECTOR FLYING HIGH

GMR Bags 36.3ker

from ADIA, to Free
Up Pledged Shares

Fund's investment
likely long-term,

with debt-to-equity _

conversion option

Our Bureau

New Delhi: GMR Infra Enter-
prises has secured 6,300 crore
(about $750 million) in funding
commitments from Abu Dhabi
Investment Authority (ADIA),
reinforeing the attractiveness
of India’s burgeoning aviation
industry.

This gives promoters much-
needed leeway to free up some
of the pledged shares at the
conglomerate’s listed arm,
GMR Airports, the company sa-
id on Wednesday, after ADIA's
confirmation of the funding
commitment.

“India’s aviation sector has
strong growth prospects, back-
ed by the positive long-term
fundamentals of the Indian
economy, while GMR Group is
one of the country’s leading
airport operators,” said Kha-
dem Al Remeithei, executive di-
rector for infrastructure de-
partment at ADIA, the govern-
ment of Abu Dhabi’s global in-
vestmentarm.

Altitude Metri

erishre GMR Airports
ULLCHIN total income a
quantum’ of

corporate  RAISABLEY
debt reduced LulAZA

It's a JV between GMR and
France's Aeroports de Paris

Owns Delhi, |, Delhi airport
Hyderabad and| is 1stin
Goa airports country fo
achieve net
Developing zero carbon
mlﬁ?;m emissions
F‘hilippihes and T%?‘f
Indonesia T

GMR Enterprises owns about
25% of GMR Airports. Groupe
ADP, or Aéroports de Paris SA,
owns around 30%. The entity
that is obtaining the funding is
a 100% subsidiary of GMR En-
terprises.

Debt-to-Equity Option»» 10

Debt-to-equity Conversion Option

»» From Page 1

ADIA said the structured debt funding was in line
with its approach of “backing entities that are deve-
loping world class transport assets.”

The investment from ADIA i1s “long-term,” and the
debt instruments will only need to be redeemed over
eight years, according to a person aware of the mat-
ter. There is also an option to convert the debt into
equity if the need arises, said the person.

ADIA is also a backer of India’s quasi-sovereign
fund, the National Investment and Infrastructure
Fund. It recently established a subsidiary at the
GIFT City. “This investment from ADIA will facilita-
te the repayment of all external debt at GEPL (GMR
Enterprises), strengthening our ability to support
the continued growth of GAL (GMR Airports),” said
Kiran Grandhi, corporate chairman, GMR.

SLASHINGDEBT

Grandhi said the company has reduced a “signifi-
cantquantum” of corporate debt over the years. “We
have alsodemerged GMR Power and Urban Infra Ltd
from GMR Airports Infrastructure Ltd, and merged
GMR Airports Ltd with GMR Airports Infrastructu-
re Ltd to form GMR Airports Ltd —a pureplay, publi-
cly listed airport platform,” he said.
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GMR secures X6,300-cr
debt funding from ADIA

RAGHAVENDRA KAMATH
Mumbai, October 23

ABU DHABI INVESTMENT Authority
(ADIA), the UAE's largest sovereign
wealth fund will irvest 6,300 crore
in structured debt instruments of
GMR Infra Enterprises.

GMR Group will use the funds to
refinance external debt of GMR
Enterprises (GEPL), the promoter of
GMR Airports (earliercalled GMRAir-
ports Infrastructure). GEPL's total
debt has increased nearly 4% year-
on-yearto ¥4,477 crore,according to
itslatestannual report.

The group said the GMR pro-
moter group’s pledge on its share-
holding in GMR Airportswill reduce
significantly upon the completion of
thedeal Also, GEPLwillbeable to con-
solidate multiplelendersintoasingle
source of capital, it said.

Kiran Grandhi, corporate chair-
man, GMR Group,said,"Overrecent
years,wehave successfully reduced
a significant quantum of corporate
debt. We have also demerged GME

DEBT REFINANCE
L. 477 crore

total debt of GMR
Enterprises

B GMR Group to use
the funds to
refinance external
debt of GMR
Airports promoter
GMR Enterprises

Power and Urban Infra from GMR
Airports  Infrastructure, and
merged GMR Airports with GMR
Airports Infrastructure to form
GMRAirports,a pure play, publicly-
listed airport platform. This invest-
ment from ADIAwill facilitate the
repayment of all external debt at
GEFPL,strengthening our ability to
support the continued growth of
GMR Airports.”

FINANCIAL EXPRESS Thu 24 Dctcber 2024

READ TO LEAD

https://epaper.financialexpress.

B GMR promoter
group's pledge on
its shareholding in
GMR Airports to
reduce significantly
upon the
completion

of the deal

B Also, the promoter
will be able to
consolidate multiple
lenders into a single
source of capital

Khadem AlRemeithi, executive
director of theinfrastructuredepart-
ment at ADIA, said,“India’s aviation
sector has strong growth prospects,
backedbythe positive long-term fun-
damentals of the Indian economy,
while GMR Groupisone ofthe coun-
try’s leading airport operators. This
investment alignswithourapproach
of backing entities that are develop-
ing world classtransport assets.”

&

com/c/76101443



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRPUH?SAUIHC‘H#I Y I'JF iNULﬂ-.

HINDUSTAN

DELHI

24 OCTOBER 2024

PIABIAIBARIE R 15
gic & feTe 331l 2T

| awaa |

TR, W | T A
FA" F EEA w5 S
TEH B FICTEHT ATy
O 15 W2 % frm 3Em W
oftarEs T 9 3 e
fEm

e FemraeA S
) 29 ) e e
T O FO A T £

Jﬁ#ﬁmmgh‘:ﬁm
H 190 AR 2 T8 : TEan
TRA “GAT & T 4 o
a1 Feyreree Tediom o oam
T 8 § SERAE gFE 10 94 75
190 FFa &5 = F9EE T6
T | T R 2 T R
gafr=a F31 % i upir

e AR AR
d1e, ST RN

Emﬂrﬂg]l:@?ﬁm
a1 & DR TR B
3 o 4 e G|
frEr Sem A g T
e # @1 & @ iHarad ©
Tt e W W
T 381 & | AfeTg U 50 W
Tl T 1 W a2
81 &, e dwd Al ag &
A O R e g e
W T R
Y] & e 3gHH e 21
G 1422 s 0 B R G
dlieirg & o3 Eﬂﬂrfllrrﬂ
A &) e @

IF & w  Fa S |

190 2 5 72 890, 4 faaeeE
gy 2 B TR E )



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT DELHI 24 OCTOBER 2024

GEPL aims to refinance it
dletot vatt i ADME's resit T

GMR

promoter
to borrow
36,300 cr
from ADIA

e
neral chaflzwaspleemint.oom
HEW DELke

he GMR Group's pro-
moler entity, GMHE
Enterprise Pvi Lid

IGEPLL on Wesdnesday salil it
will refimagice s exdsting dels
witha W6 M erore credin lins
Fromm Al [Huils [nvestment
Authoriny (ATHAL

The funiding line will help
GEPL consobidste all its detn
Limaler oime ey wnd reduce
It pledge dae the shares of thee
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1 et & st st eimen.
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CGiMUE Advgsorts Lach (GALY, thwe
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the Delhai s Hyderabad alr-
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GEPL stakie inGMA Arporisis
pledliged. as per BSE clabi
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Mo fior 1t norseryvd oo ghs boan,
&0 b legl compounding, il
thes st ol borpowlng alsa
sraried gning up, " salda persan
s ol develoganent of te
deeal v ermelitbon of aoeryim-
i Thie structured deli Gacilicy
will b mero-cosapaont Joan with
A benniew il el yesnrs amed an
[rtaerest i beefwien B0 and
15%, this peesoa sakl. 15 will be
D] by shiares of the Hsted
CaMIH Akrports,

The [aetlity will not coly
reduce the oost ol cagilial For
GEFL bt nbso reduce it riskn
refinancing. this persaon sddid
Thee prosmofes compsany’s cus-
riend cost of borrovwing coald
nedt Bl terimmined.
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dedst,” Kimn Grandhl, corpo-
ratie ¢ hotpman of GME Group,
said b (he aferementloned
jiress statesaent, “Tlis ovest-
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el gromth of Gal *
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Kolkata
airport
authorities
begin preps

Cyclone ‘Dana’

KOLKATA: The authori-
ties of the Kolkata airport
have started preparations
to tackle any situation aris-
ing out of a possible cyclonic
stcg;rm that J:F;Gujd hit Egnsml
areas of Bengal and Odisha on
October 25, a senior official
said on Tuesday.

A meeting with vari-
ous stakeholders was held in
the evening to discuss issues
related to the developing
weather system, Director of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport, Dr
Pravat Ranjan Beuria, told
4 news agency.

The standard operating
procedures such as inspec-
tion of the airport infrastruc-
ture and the drainage system,
checking and servicing of all
installations are being carried
out, he said.

“We are expecting hea
rainfall, whicE nlaf cau:z
inundation in and around
the airport premises. We are
working closely with the state
government to handle the sit-
uation,” Beuria said.

Asked about the possible
impact on flight operations,
he said it will depend on the
situation after the cyclone
makes landfall.

“Tomorrow at 12.30 pm,
another review meeting will
be conducted. The closure
of the airport will depend
upon the crosswind speed,
if it exceeds 70 kmph,” the
official said.

The Met department has
forecast a wind spead of-100=
110 kmph gusting to 120
kmph on October 25 morning.

“For the moment, the air-
port officials are following
the standard operating pro-
cedures,” he added. Weast
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GMR gets ¥6.3k
cr from ADIA to
refinance debt

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ MowDati

GMR Group hns secured 36 300
crore in debst funding from the
Abu Dhabi Investment Authord
v (ADEA ), the UAE's larpest soy
ereign wealth fund and would
use the proceeds for refinancing
debt of 118 promoter group entd.
tv GMR Enterprises (GEPL).

GEPL 18 the promoter aof
GMR Alrports Ltd (GAL). The
group operates three alrports
in India - Delhi, Hyderabad
and Goa - and two alrports in
the Phllippines and Indonesia

“Upon completion, GMR
Group will use the procesds of
the transaction (o refinanes all
external debtof GEPL, the pro-
moter of GMR Alrports Lid.
Also, upon the completion, the
GME promoter group's pledge
onita sharchobkling in GAL will
reduce simifleantly,” sald GMR
in a statement an Wednesday,

With the funding, GEPL be
lieves that it will be able to con
solidate multiple lenders into a
single zouree of capital
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‘Bomb scare forces emergency
Ianclmg at Kolkata airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA. 22 OCTOBER

A bomb scare on a flight
from Kolkata to Pune caused
panic. The Akasa Air flight
was forced to make an emer-
gency landing.

Shortly after the plane
took off from Kolkata airport
on Tuesday evening, a call
was received claiming there
was a bomb on board. The
Pune-bound flight was
immediately brought back
to Kolkata's Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose International
(NSCBI) Airport. As news
of the ‘bomb’ spread, there
was chaos at the airport.
Emergency measures were
taken on the runway. After
the plane landed, all pas-
sengers were deboarded
and a search operation
began.

Earlier, there was a stir
caused by false news about
bombs being placed on 32

planes within 24 hours.

On Saturday, a threat
was made claiming that
bombs were placed on a
total of 32 planes from sev-
eral airlines in the country.
These planes included those
from Air India, IndiGao,
Akasa Air, Vistara, SpiceJet,
and other airlines. After
the planes landed, they
were searched, but no
bombs or explosives were
found on any of them. Fol-
lowing this, the central
government held a meeting
with the CEOs of the airlines
on Saturday.

Later, Mumbai police
arrested a 17-year-old boy
from Chhattisgarh in con-
nection with the threat
incident. According to
sources, this boy had issued
threats of 19 bomb explo-
sions. During police inter-
rogation, he revealed that
he did this due to a dispute
with his business partner.



AIRPORT f:- ALI T HGH! l’ ¥ ll.?f- :NLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGRAFPH

KOLKATA

23 OCTCBER 2024

Crosswinds may trlgger alrport closure: Officials

SANJAY MANDAL AND
DEBRAJ MITRA

Calcutta: The city airport
could be shut down for sever-
al hours even if Cyclone Dana
spares Calcutta.

In a meeting with the air-
port authorities on Tuesday,
the Met department predicted
crosswinds at 50-70kmph and
rainfall between 7T0mm and
200mm in Dum Dum between
October 24 alternoon and the
next morning.

According to airport of-
ficials, crosswinds above
70kmph are dangerous for
flights.

The airport’s two parallel
runways stretch in a north-
south direction. “The winds
from the Bay of Bengal are
supposed to blow from east

to west. Which means flights
would face crosswinds while
landing and taking off,” said
an airport official.

“The critical effect of the

cyclone will start on October

24 afternoon and the landfall is
expected early on October 25.
At present, all operations are
normal.”

A review will be held again
at 12.30pm on Wednesday and
a decision will be taken on
whether to shut down the air-
port or not.

“Any decision on closing
the airport will depend on the
speed of the crosswinds,” the
official said.

In May, the airport was
shut down for 21 hours be-
cause of crosswinds triggered
by Cyclone Remal. More than
400 fights were cancelled

A meeting at the airport to prepare for the cyclone

and more than 200 overflying
flights werediverted.

Apart from crosswinds,
airport sources said, heavy
rain could lead to waterlog-
ging in some of the operation-

alareas, which can affect flight
operations
Trains

South Eastern Railway can-
celled more than 150 trains

between Wednesday and Fri-
day. Many of them are from
Howrah, Shalimar and Sant-
ragachhi.

The long-distance trains
cancelled on Thursday in-
clude the Falaknuma Express
{between Howrah and Se-
cunderabad), Dhauli Express
(between Shalimar and Puri),
East Coast Express (between
Shalimar and Hyderabad),
Shatabdi Express (between
Howrah and Puri) and the Co-
romandel Express (between
Shalimar and Chennai).

The trains from Bengal
cancelled on Friday are mostly
from Digha and Kharagpur.

Eastern Railway has
also cancelled more than a
dozen express trains between
Wednesday and Friday. The
Sealdah-Puri Duronto Ex-

press on Wednesday, the re-
turn train on Thursday and
the Kolkata-Puri Express on
Thursday are among the ones
cancelled.

An Eastern Railway
official said more than 150
local trains have been can-
celled, most of them in the
Sealdah South suburban
section.

“Pumps are being installed
in areas prone to waterlog-
ging. Diesel generators are
being set up in major stations
like Howrah and Sealdah. Ad-
ditional engineering, signal
and telecom stafl will be de-
ploved at the stations that are
likely to bear the brunt of the
storm, such as Namkhana,
Diamond Harbour, Hasnabad
and Bandel,” said an official of
Eastern Railway.
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Bombshell bluffs continue: City
airport gets two more hoax threats

Times News NETwoRk

Ahmedabad: In a recur-
ring nightmare for pas-
sengers, airlines, airport
operator, security agenci-
es and other stakeholders,
two more incidents of
bomb threats were repor-
ted at the Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel International
(SVPI) airport in Ahmed-
abad. These threats were
later found to be hoaxes,

This is the fourth such
incident in the past seven
days reported at Ahmed-
abad airport.

Both threats were recei-
ved on social media. The
first one arrived soon after
Flight 6 318 from Kolkata

The first threat came after

Flight 6E 318 from Kolkata
landed at 5.30pm. The
second came in at 5.42pm

for Flight 6E 381 on its way

from Goa to Ahmedabad

landed at 5.30pm. The se-
cond alert came in at
5.42pm for Flight 6E 381,
which was en route from
Goato Ahmedabad.

“Flights 6E 318 and 6E
381 recelved security-rela-
ted alerts. All customers
were safely disembarked,”
an IndiGo Airlines spoke-
sperson said in a state-
ment.

Theyv were among 50 do-
mestic flights across India
that received hoax threats
on Tuesday.

Soon after the threat
was received, the SVPLair-
port's bomb threat assess-
ment committee convened
to assess the situation, the
Central Industrial Seeuri-
ty Force (CISF) was mobili-
sed and passengers were

safely deboarded. The pla-
nes were checked to rule
ouf threats,

Recently, the Union ci-
vil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu announced
that additional security
checks have been imple-
mented at airports across
the country.

He proposed stricter pe-
nalties, including a 5-year
jail term and a no-fly list
for perpetrators.

In nine days, more than
170 Mights operated by Indi-
an carriers have received
bomb threats, mostly thro-
ugh social media, that also
forced the diversion of so-
me of the international
flights.
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Nearly 50 flights
recetve bomb
threats on Tuesday

In little over a week, over 170
flights operated by Indian
carriers have got bomb threats

NEW DELHI, Oect 22;
Nearly 50 domestic and n-
ternational flights of Indian
carriers received bomb
threats on Tuesday, taking the
total number of fhghts that
have received the threats
since Monday might toaround
80, according to sources.

The sources in the know
said 13 flights each of Air In-
dia and IndiGo, over 12
fhights of Akasa Air and 11
flights of Vistara received the
threats on Tuesday. On Mon-
day might, 10 fights each of
Air India, IndiGo and Vistara
had received the threats,
with three Jeddah-bound In-
thiGo flights getting diverted
to arrports mn Sauch Arabia
and Qatar.

In little over a week, more
than 170 flights operated by
Incian carriers have received

bomb threats.

An Akasa Air spokesper-
son said some of its flights
operating on Tuesday re-
cewved security alerts and
that the airline 1s following
all safety and secunity proce-
dures in coordination with
local authorities.

The airline did not men-
tion the number of flights that
received the security alerts.

There were no immediate
statements from IndiGo, Air
India and Vistara on the
threats for their flights re-
cewved on Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, an Indi-
Go spokesperson said 10
fhghts received security-re-
lated alerts and passengers
from the respective aircraft
dhisembarked safely.

“» SEE PAGE 4

Nearly 50 flights ...

(Contd from page 1)

This was mn relation to the
threats received on Mon-
day night.

Out of these flights, flight
6E 77 (Bengaluru to Jeddah)
was diverted to Doha, 6E 65
(Kozhikode to Jeddah) was
diverted to Fuyadh, and 6E
63 (Delhi to Jeddah) was re-
directed to Medina.

The other flights of Indi-
Go that received threats
were 6E 83 (Delhi to Dam-
mam), 6E 18 (Istanbul to
Mumbai), 6E 12 (Istanbul to
Delhi), 6E 164 (Mangaluru to
Mumbai), 6E 75 (Ahmedabad
to Jeddah), 6E 67 (Hydera-
bad to Jeddah) and 6E 118
(Lucknow to Pune), accord-
ing to separate statements

from the airline.

An Air India spokesperson
confirmed that some Air In-
dia flights that operated on
Monday were subject to se-
curity threats received on
social media.

“Following the laid down
protocols, relevant authon-
ties were immediately alert-
ed, and all security proce-
dures strictly adhered to, as
per guidance from the regu-
latory authorities and secu-
rity agencies,” the spokes-
person said in a statement.

The airline did not men-
tion details or the number of
flights that had received the
threats on Monday.

A Vistara spokesperson
said a few of its flights that

operated on Monday re-
ceived security threats on
social medha.

“We immediately alerted
the relevant authorities and
are following all security pro-
cedures as directed by
them,” the spokesperson
said in a statement.

Specific details were not
thsclosed.

Even though bomb threats
are hoaxes, things cannot be
taken non-seriously, Civil
Aviation Mimister K Rammo-
han Naidu said on Monday.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment is planning legislative
actions to deal with bomb
threats to airlines, including
placing the perpetrators on
the no-fly hst. — PTI
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Air India, STA
expand codeshare
partnership

—
Cur Bureau
Mumbai

Air India and Singapore Air-
lines (5LA) are enhancing
their codeshare partnership,
adding 11 Tndian and 40 in-
ternationzl destinations i a
first extensive expansion of
the arrangement sinee 20100

The expansion comes in
the backdrop of the impend
ing merger between Vistara
and Alr Indsa,

Iv weill give Air India betrer
access in markets in South-
east Asin and Australia, and
bring more passenger feed 1o
itz India- Europe flights.
While a codeshare gives pas-
sengers benefics like a single
itincrary, through check-in
and frequent Oyer miles, it
allows airlines ™ expand
their reach and increase rov-
ETIE,

From Ocrober 27, the two
airlines will c'ndcqhan: on
each other's flights between
Singapaore Chennai amd
Singapore- Rengalur.
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80 flights get bomb threats

MANVI VYAS | DC
with Inputs
Hyderabad, Oct. 22

Nearly 80 domestic and
international flights
received bomb threats in
less than 24 hours on
Tuesday, keeping thou-
sands of passengers and
security agencies on ten-

terhooks. All the threats
turned out to be fake.

The estimated losses
incurred by various air-
lines due to the disrup-
tions would be around
T600 crore, according to
two former  airline
officials.

Two flights that took off
from Hyderabad received

bomb threats after they
landed at their destina-
tions on Tuesday, said
RGIA station house offi-
cer K, Balaraju. One of
the flights was bound to
Bengaluru and the other
to Jodhpur.

&inS 170
lghts get bomb threats

In 9 days, 170 flights
get bomb threats

FROM PAGE 1

A Bengaluru-Varanasi flight
was diverted to Hyderabad
after receiving a threat mid-
air: Upon landing, the passe-
ngers were deboarded and
the bomb squad checked the
aircraft, After the threat was
ruled a fake, the flight was al-
lowed to resume its journey

The palice official said, “We
do not really know who
exactly has been doing it but
all the threats are received
via an email, and only by the
Delhi Airport. We usually

et information from the

lhi airport conirol room
about such threats.”

On Monday, an Akasa Air
flight that had taken off
from Hyderabad to Jeddah
had received a threat.

The aircraft that received
threats nationwide included
13 each of IndiGo and Alr
India, 12 of Air Akasaand 11
flights of Vistara. Around 30
flights of IndiGo, Air India
and Vistara got bomb threats
on Monday night, they add-
ed. In nine days, more than
170 flights operated by Indi-
an carriers have received
bomb threats, mostly thro-
ugh social media, that also
forced the diversion of some

af the international flights.

On average, disruption to a
domestic flight would cost
around 1.5 crore, according
to PTI while the expenses
would be around ¥5.5 crore
for an international flight.

Another official, who has
served in the finance depart-
ment of another domestic
airline, said the operational
costs are higher for wide-
body planes compared to
narrow-body planes.

Apart from direct expenses
such as fuel and airport
parking charges, there are
also indirect costs like
impact on overall flight net-
work, due to disruptions, the
afficial added.

Meanwhile, the protocols
for the Bomb Threat Ass-
essment Committee, conven-
ed in the event of a bomb
threat call to an aircraft or
airport, have been tweaked
to better tackle the spate of
the ongoing “random”
Internet-based threats being
made to various Indian air-
lines, official sources said on
Tuesday Also, the govern-
ment is planning legislative
actions to deal with bomb
threats to airlines, including
placing the perpetrators on
the no-fly list,
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2 men plead guilty to
murder of Air India
bombing suspect

Ripﬁdaman Singh
was shot dead
in2022

S

OTTAWA, PTI

women accused of kill-
I ing Ripudaman Singh
Malik, a Sikh man ac-
quitted in the tragic 1985
Air India Kanishka terrorist
bombing case, have plead-
ed guilty to second-degree
murderina Canadian court,
according to media reports.
Tanner Fox and Jose Lo-
pez entered the pleas in the
British Columbia (BC) Su-
preme Court on Monday on
the eve of their trial for the
killing of 75-year-old Malik,
who was shot several times
outside his family business
on the morning of July 14,
2022,
Malik was shot dead in

Surrey, British Columbia
in 2022, He and co-accused
Ajaib Singh Bagri were ac-
quitted in 2005 of mass mur-
der and conspiracy charges
related to the two bombings
in 1985 that killed 331 people.

In the court in New West-
minster on Monday, both
Fox and Lopez pleaded
guilty to the lesser charge of
second-degree murder, the
Global News reported. The
court heard an agreed state-
ment of facts that revealed
the two men had been hired
to kill Malik, the report add-
ed.

“What we know from the
agreed statement of facts is
that there was some type of
financial incentive that was
involved in the commission
of this crime, but in terms of
any other specifics, it is an-
other one of those situations
where unfortunatelyitisjust
something that we as people
on the outside will probably
never know,” Lopez’ lawyer
Gloria Ng told Global News.
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Over 70 flights get bomb

threats in 24 hrs; tally
reaches 180 in over a week

Aiﬁinesint:ur
Rs 600-cr losses
due to disruptions

e

MEW DELHI, DHNS & PTI

round 50 domestic and
Aitntemati:mal flights re-
eived bomb threats on
Tuesday, while another 30 got
threats on Monday night, with
three Jeddah-bound flights
getting diverted to airports in
Saudi Arabia’s Riyadh and Me-
dina and Qatar’s capital Doha,
officials said.

The estimated losses in-
curred by airlines due to the
disruptions would be around
Rs 600 crore, according to two
former airline officials.

With this, airlines have re-
ceived around 170-180 threat
messages since October 14,
cven as the government said
it plans to identify threat mes-
sages to airlines as cognisable
offenceand put such eallerson
ano-flvlist.

Twenty-three each flight of
IndiGo and Air India and 21 of
Vistarareceived bombthreats.
At least 12 flights of Akasa Air
have also received threats,

IndiGo's flights includ-
ed Mangaluru to Mumbai,
Ahmedabad to Jeddah. Luc-
know to Pune, Hyderabad to
Jeddah, Istanbul to Mumbai,
Delhito Dammam, Bengaluru
to Jeddah, Istanbul to Delhi,
Kozhikode to Jeddah, Delhi to
Jeddah. Ofthis, the Bengaluru
toJeddah flight wasredirected
to Doha while the Kozhikode
toJeddah flight was redirected
to Riyadh, The Delhito Jeddah
flight was redirected to Medi-
na, statements issued by Indi-
Gosaid,

It also included Bengaluru
to Lucknow, Aizawl to Kolkata,
Kolkarato Bengaluru, Mumbai
to Istanbul, Kolkata to Jaipur,
Kolkatato Ahmedabad, Hyder-
abad to Jodhpur, Lucknow to
Goa, Goa to Ahmedabad, Pune
to Dehradun, and Surat to Goa.

“The safety and security of
our customers and crew re-
mains paramount in all facets
of our operations. We worked

closely with the relevant au-
thorities, and standard operat-
ing procedures were followed,”
IndiGosaid.

On average, disruption to
a domestic flight would cost
around Rs 1.5 crore while the
expenses would be around Rs
5-5.5 erore for an internation-
al flight, an official, who has
worked in the finance depart-
ment of a domesticairline, said.

A back-of-the-envelope cal-
culation showsthattheaverage
costofdisruption caused todo-
mesticand international flights
would be around Rs 3.5 crore,
and for more than 170 flights,
the total expenses or loss for
the airlines would be around
Rs 600 crore.

The figures are broad based
since many other factors like
narrow-body and wide-body
planes, and duration ofa flight
also need to be raken into con-
sideration.

Another official, who has
served in the finance depart-
ment of domestic airline, said
the operational costs are high-
er for wide-body planes com-
pared to narrow-bodv planes.
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® 40 GLOBAL DESTINATIONS ADDED
Al, Singapore
Airlines expand

codeshare pact

The announcement comes ahead of Vistara's merger with Air India, which wil
result in SIA holding a minority stake in the enlarged Air India

ENS ECONOMIC BUREALU
Mew Delhi, October 23

AIR INDIA AND SINGA-
PORE Airlines (SIA) have
expanded their codeshare
agreement by adding 11
Indian citiesand 4 0inter-
national destinations,
marking the first exten-
sive expansion of code-
share arrangements
between the two carriers
since 2010.The expanded
codeshare networkwill be
rolled out from October
27,and both airlines plan
to progressively include
more destinations under
thearrangement.

The announcement
comes ahead of Vistara's
merger with Air India,
which will result in SIA
holding a minority stake
in the enlarged Air India.
Currently, SIA holds 4 9%
stake in Vistara with the
Tata group holding 51%.
After the merger, SIA
will own 25.1% stake in
Air India. There merger
and the consequent share-
holdingof SIA in Air India
isexpectedtolead to more

synergiesbetweentheair-
lines and the codeshare
expansionmay be seen as
astep inthat direction.

Under a codeshare
agreement, an airline can
market tickets on flights
operated by a partner air-
line,thusgivingthe option
of a wider and more
enhanced network and
more connections to its
flyers, apart fromstream-
lined ticketing, check-in,
andbaggage services.

“From 27 October
2024, Air India and SLAwill
codeshare oneach other’s
flights between Singapore
and the Indian cities
of Bengaluruand Chennai,
increasing their total
weekly scheduled code-
shareservices between the
countriesto 56 from 14"
Air Indiaand SI1A said.

S1A will codeshare on
AirIndia’s domestic flights
between Delhiand Amrit-
sar, Bengaluru, Coimbat-
ore, Lucknow, and
Varanasi, between Mum-
bai and Ahmedabad,
Amritsar, Bengaluru,
Coimbatore, Goa, Jaipur,

Kolkata, Lucknow, anc
Thimvananthapuram,a:
well as between Kolkat:
and Guwahati.

Air India customen
will be able to access 2¢
destinations across SIA"
network. These are Ade
laide, Brisbane, Cairns
Darwin, Melbourne, Perth
and Sydney in Australia
Bandar Seri Begawan i1
Brunei, Phnom Penh ane
Siem Reap in Cambodia
Denpasar, Jakarta, Medan
and Surabaya in Indone
sia, Fukuoka, Nagoya
Osaka,Tokyo-Haneda,anc
Tokyo-Narita in Japan
Busan and Seoul in Soutl
Korea, Kuala Lumpurane
Penangin Malaysia,Auck
landin NewZealand, Celn
and Manila in the Philip
pines,aswellas Danang
Hanoi, and Ho Chi Minl
Cityin Vietnam.

SIA customers will b
able to connect to Al
India’s internationa
services from Bengaluru
Delhi, and Mumbai t«
12 destinations acros:
Europe, West Asia
andAfrica.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS [hu. 24 October 2024 %
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On Boeing 737°s ‘defective’ rudder system

Why are certain variants of the Boeing 737 under the scanner? What did the investigation of the United States National Transportation Safety Board into the

EXPLAINER

Murali N. Krishnaswamy

The story so far:
ertain variants of the Boeing 737
(fitted with a ‘rollout guidance
actuator’) are under the
scanner over an issue that
concerns the potential for the occurrence
of a jammed or restricted rudder control
system. The United States National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has
put out safety alerts to the manufacturer,
Boeing, and the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA). Flowing from this,
India’s Directorate General of Civil
Aviation has issued directives to Boeing
737 operators in India. The issue has
arisen after an NTSB investigation into an
incident on February 6, 2024, involving a
United Airlines Boeing 737-8 MAX flight,
UA 1539, from Nassau in the Bahamas to
Newark, U.S. In 2019, two similar events
had occurred with foreign airlines.

What was the issue?

During the landing rollout phase of flight
1539, the rudder pedals were found to be
“stuck” in the neutral position. Despite
the use of pedal force of about 42 pounds
by the crew there was no movement
which resulted in the captain having had
to use the nosewheel steering tiller to
control the aircraft’s direction. The crew
then found the copilot to be experiencing
the same problem.

The crew applied more pedal force
(flight data recorded it to be about 59
pounds) which resolved the issue. The
problem was reported to the airline’s
maintenance department. There was no
damage to the aircraft which was
removed from service for checks.

What did the flight data show?
Examination of the Flight Data Recorder
(FDR) data aligned with the pilot’s
statements of a malfunction. The data
also showed increasing force inputs to the
rudder pedals ‘even as the rudder surface
position remained near its neutral
position’. But with significant pedal force
by the crew for the second time after
landing, the rudder pedals and rudder
began to function normally.

On February 9, 2024, United Airlines
did a test flight with the incident aircraft
wherein there was a recurrence of the
malfunction. After landing, the NTSB was
notified. An investigation began which
included United, the FAA, Boeing and
Collins Aerospace, the manufacturer of
the rudder component in question, called
the rollout guidance actuator. A
preliminary report which detailed the
circumstances of the event was published
on March 12.

The FDR data were analysed at the
NTSB laboratory in Washington DC. In
addition, there was an inspection of the
rudder control system but no obvious
malfunctions were detected. But still,
certain parts of the rudder system
components were removed for detailed
inspections. After this, United conducted
a second test flight where the rudder
control system operated normally.

How does the rudder issue come into
the picture?
As a part of the aircraft tail, the rudder
plays a crucial role in aircraft control
around the yaw axis (one of the axis of
aircraft motion) and is vital in coordinated
turning, ground directional control,
crosswind landings and even in the event
of engine failure.

As a Boeing 737 pilot explains, the
rudder pedals on the 737 which move the
rudder in different ways are connected

aircraft find? What is the function of a rudder rollout guidance actuator?

Assembling aircraft: Employees work on Boeing 737 MAX airplanes at the Boeing Renton Factory in Renton, Washington on March 27, 2019. AFp

through cables to what is called a torque
tube mechanism. This in turn is
connected to a Power Control Unit or
PCU; there is a standby unit as well. All
this is in what is called a closed loop
mechanism, so the position of the pedals
corresponds to the position of the rudder.
While in flight, the PCU also helps the
flight crew coordinate turns with the roll
from the ailerons (on the aircraft wings)
which help in banking to turn.

Some 737s have a separate system to
move the rudder and this is where the
component made by Collins Aerospace
comes into the picture. The United
Airlines 737 was fitted with a Collins
Aerospace SVO-730 rudder rollout
guidance actuator. This is a component
that is linked to another aspect of aircraft
operations. In conjunction with the
aircraft autopilot, the actuator plays a role
in a certain type of instrument landing
system (ILS) approach called CAT III,
more specifically in CAT IIIB operations.
In normal aircraft operations, ILS
approaches are also linked to weather
and visibility. In India, ‘CAT III landing’ is
a term that comes into focus in airports
and flight operations in northern India
especially during the winter season when
fog/bad weather affects visibility.

There is another aspect of aircraft
operations in CAT III and when the
aircraft’s autoland function is used. Here
the aircraft will basically land by itself
using the autopilot systems. In CAT III,
the crew inputs occur during the landing
phase where, after the autopilot is
disconnected, there is need for
directional control. In CAT IIIB, the

autopilot remains connected. And the
rudder rollout guidance actuator, which is
an additional rudder component feature,
enables the autopilot to work directly
with the rudder through the landing
phase. Out of the thousands of 737s that
have been manufactured, only a small
number of 737s have been equipped to
carry out CAT IIIB autolands.

In the course of the investigation, the
NTSB conducted ‘cold chamber’ tests on
the actuator. The component was found
to jam, with significant force (which were
beyond the design limits) having to be
applied to get parts moving. There was
also evidence of moisture and corrosion.
In its technical review, Collins determined
that a seal in the actuator, in a clutch
bearing, had not been assembled
correctly during the manufacturing
process. In August 2024, Collins notified
Boeing that 353 rudder rollout guidance
actuators it had delivered to Boeing from
February 2017 were affected. Reports are
that this could impact about 40 airlines
across the world.

What has Boeing said?
In an email to The Hindu, Boeing has said
that it has reminded operators of the
proper actions that flight crew should
take were they to encounter rudder
restriction. This includes following the
checklist for jammed or restricted
controls during flight and using various
tools to maintain ‘centerline’ on the
ground. It added that it has also shared
technical guidance from the supplier.
Boeing also said, “In March and
August, we informed affected 737

operators of a potential condition with
the rudder rollout guidance actuator,
which is part of an optional autoland
system. The optional system allows
landing during limited visibility CAT IIIB
autoland conditions. The actuator is the
part of the system that assists pilots to
maintain centerline steering.
Redundancies within the 737 design allow
continued safe operations while the
potential condition is being addressed.”

About the defence variant of the
Boeing 737 or the P-8 (which the Indian
Navy operates), Boeing said, “We are
working to determine the full scope of
this issue as it relates to the P-8 Poseidon
maritime surveillance aircraft based on
the 737 NG and are in contact with our
customers. Redundancies within the 737
design allow continued safe operations of
the P-8 fleet.”

What has the DGCA said?

The DGCA has asked Indian operators of
the 737 to simulate scenarios that involve
a jammed or restricted rudder control
system during pilot recurrent training and
instrument rating/pilot proficiency
checks. It has also asked airlines to
discontinue CAT IIIB operations that
include practice or actual autoland until
further notice.

Of the three main 737 operators in
India, Air India Express has said that five
of its aircraft are under inspection while
SpiceJet said none of its aircraft is
affected. Akasa Air did not respond to
queries, but an aviation source said that

around 14 of its 737s might have to be
checked.

THE GIST
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Certain variants of the Boeing
737 (fitted with a ‘rollout
guidance actuator’) are under
the scanner over an issue that
concerns the potential for the
occurrence of a jammed or
restricted rudder control
system.

v

During the landing rollout
phase of flight 1539, the rudder
pedals were found to be
“stuck” in the neutral position.
Despite the use of pedal force
of about 42 pounds by the
crew there was no movement.

v

The DGCA has asked Indian
operators of the 737 to
simulate scenarios that involve
a jammed or restricted rudder
control system during pilot
recurrent training and
instrument rating/pilot
proficiency checks.
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X emerges hoax hub
amid chaos in skies

What stakeholders want

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s IT ministry
has sought answers from X (for-
merly Twitter) as close to 250
flights operated by Indian air-
lines have received hoax bomb
threats this month. All these
threats have been through X,
with people familiar with the
matter saying that the people
posting them appear to be doing
so from the anonymity of VPNs
or virtual private networks.
The IT ministry met virtually
with representatives from air-
lines and social media plat-
forms including X and Meta on
Wednesday, and according to
people present at the meeting,
joint secretary Sanket S
Bhondve, who chaired the meel-
ing, asked the representatives of
X what the platform was doing

INFORMATION ABOUT
HOAXERS: IT ministry has
told social media firmS to
promptly give the govern-
ment and law enforcement
agencies information

related to the false bomb
threats. This includes but is
not limited to the details of
the person posting the hoax
message.

to prevent such false threats.
“The IT ministry told the
social media companies to
promptly give the government
and law enforcement agencies
information related to the bomb
threats, This includes, but is not
limited to the details of the per-

FUNNELLING THREAT
MESSAGES: The airlines
have asked whether there is
a mechanism through which
social media platforms can
prevent threats, hoax or
otherwise, from being put
out directly. They want the
platforms to detect them
hefore they are uploaded
and inform authorities.

son posting the hoax message,”
a person who attended the
meeting said on condition of
anonymity.

HT reached out to X for a
response but did not get one
immediately.

continued on =7

n“blj

multiple formats. The revival of
the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
could be among the issues that
will come up when discussions
between the two sides resume,
he said.

Modi and Xi briefly reviewed
regional and international devel-
opments and agreed to maintain
close communication on these
issues. They also discussed the
potential for India and China to
enhance cooperation on the
Brics platform and Modi assured
Xiof India’s support for China's
presidency of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
in 2025.

HOAX THREATS

Under Section 66F of the IT
Act, which addresses cyber ter-
rorism, calls and messages
made over digital channels and
intended to manipulate or inter-
fere with critical infrastructure
can be classified as cyber terror-
ism. It wasn’timmediately clear
whether the posts on X alleging
bombs had been placed on air-
craft, have been defined as
cyber terrorism by the IT minis-
try.

The hoax alerts came from X
accounts that had mostly been
created recently and appeared
to have been setup for the pur-
pose of making those posts. Two
of the accounts that HT could
identify were @schizobomb-
er777 and @adamlanzalll. The
second account, its handle
apparently inspired by the
name of a 2012 school mass
shooter in the US, was created
more recently and continued
tweeting the fake bomb alert
messages on at least two days -
Friday and Saturday, by when
the issue had already become a
serious problem.

It is unclear why X did not
implement any additional safe-
guards once the bomb hoaxes
began following a similar pat-
tern since the Monday before -
newly created accounts, warn-
ing of “bombs™ and “explosions”
and tagging a set of 7 Indian air-
line handles. Since Elon Musk
took over, the company has
been criticised for unravelling
its trust and safety operations
that oversaw monitoring and
action against its service's
abuse.

HT has sent X a detailed
questionnaire.

Legal experts said that 66F of
the IT Act, when used with Sec-
tions 351 and 353 of the Bharat-
iya Nyaya Sanhita or BNS, deal-
ing with criminal intimidation
including threats aimed at

instilling fear, and statements
amounting to public mischief,
are adequate to deal with such
hoaxes.

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu told
news channel India Today that
the IT Department was
“strongly pursuing these cases”,
“Most threats coming through
social media. We are trying to
find these hoaxers through IP
address,” he said.

The spate in hoaxes has
increased the carriers’ burden
as a number of flights have had
to be diverted, delayed, or sub-
jected to searches after posts on
social media said they had
bombs on board. Some of the
threats have led to serious out-
comes. Last Thursday, an Air
India flight from Mumbai to
London was intercepted by
Royal Air Force fighter jets after
receiving a bomb threat. Two
days before that, Singapore
Armed Forces scrambled two
fighter jets to escort an Air India
Express plane, which took off
from Madurai, away from popu-
lated areas following a bomb
threat. On Tuesday, the Nepa-
lese Army rushed its bomb
squad to the Kathmandu airport
after a Vistara flight from Delhi
gota bomb threat.

“The airlines have asked the
government whether there is a
mechanism through which
social media platforms can pre-
vent bomb and terror threats,
hoax or otherwise, to be
uploaded publicly. The airlines
want social media companies to
proactively detect them before
they are uploaded and report
them to the relevant authori-
ties,” another person aware of
the discussions said.

At least one Indian airline,
Air India, attended this meeting
but HT did not get a response
from the carrier till the time of
going to press.

Aviation experts said that air-
lines and security agencies can-
not afford to ignore such
threats, but also pointed to the
risk of their guard slipping in
the wake of repeated false
alarms.

Security experts said that the
issue is actually sector-agnostic,
pointing out that the threats
could have been received by
banks, say, or schools. The
important thing, they added, is
for the IT platform involved - in
this case X - to crack down on
such threats, by making it
impossible for people to post
them. That isn’t happening, they
added.
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Airline hoaxes go on unabated,
49 flights receive threats in a day

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The aviation sector
continued to be disrupted by
hoax threats on Tuesday as at
least 49 flights were diverted,
delayed, or subjected to
searches after posts on social

media said they had bombs on
board, officials aware of the
matter said.

According to the officials, 13
flights each of Air India and
IndiGo, 12 of Akasa Air, and 11 of
Vistara — flying on both domes-
tic and international routes —
received the hoax threats. At

least 16 of the affected flights, 14
of them flying international,
were scheduled to take off or
land from Delhi, prompting
authorities to put the Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) Air-

port on high alert.
“We took teams of CISF (Cen-
continued on 12

BOMB THEATS

tral Industrial Security Force)
and local police to check the air-
port and planes. They were soon
declared hoaxes, Similar inci-
dents have happened last week
also," a senior Delhi Police afficer
said, requesting anonymity. Last
week. the 1GI Airport police said
that they registered multiple
cases over separate bomb threats
received by the airport in the last
maonth.

Close to 250 flights operated by
Indian carriers have now
received hoax bomb threats this
month, The latest threats came a
day after Union civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu said
the government planned to clas-
sify bomb hoaxes as a “cognisa-
ble affence” with longer potential
sentences and place perpetrators
on a no-{ly list as the chaos trig-
gered by the [alse threats contin-
ved unabated.

The dramatic escalationin the
spate of hoax alerts has thrown
the country's aviation sector into
disarray, increasing the carriers’
logistical burden and expenses,
On Tuesday, the bomb threats led
to the diversion of at least three
Indigo flights —6E 77 {Bengaluru
to Jeddah) to Doha, 6E 65 (Koz-
hikode to Jeddah) to Rivadh, and
GE 63 (Delhi to Jeddah) to Med-
ina. The hoaxes have largely gone
untracked as they used VPNs to
post the threat messages on

social media, usually while the
flight are mid-air, according to
ofticials. As investigations con-
tinue, authorities have ly
suspended or blocked multiple
social media handles linked to
the threats. Security agencies
have noted common phrases
used in these threats, such as
“explosive devices” and “this is
nota joke,” leading them to probe
if they could establish a potential
pattern to the hoaxes.

Amid the continued hoax
threats, the airlines said they
were on alert and regularly coor-
dinating with security agencies.
“We confirm that some Air India
flights operating on 22 October
2024 were subject to security
threats received on social media
Following the laid down proto-
cols, relevant authorities were
immediately alerted, and all secu-
rity procedures strictly adhered
to..,” Air India said in a state-
ment.

According to protocol, an
assessment committee compris-
ing airport operators and security
agencies such as the Intelligence
Bureau is constituted in case of a
bomb threat to assess the gravity
of the warning and act accord-
ingly. This committee decides il
the threat is “specific” (indicating
a possible breach of security) or
“non-specific (indicating a possi-
ble hoax).

According to a CISF official, 15
[lights received a bomb threat
well after touchdown on Tuoes-
day. "The flights had already
landed, and passengers had left

the airport premises when the
alerts were received. Only in
somme cases, such as the case of a
flight between Pune and Luc-
know, the Right had to be taken
to the isolation bay,” the official
said, requesting anonymity.

Authorities are yet to establish
the motive behind the hoax
threats, but officials have said
that they could be part of a ploy to
increase the burden on security
agencies. Some of the threats
have led to serious outcomes.
Last Thursday, an Air India flight
from Mumbai to London was
intercepted by Royal Air Force
fighter jets after receiving a bomb
threat. Two days belfore that,
Singapore Armed Forces scram-
bled two fighter jets to escort an
Air India Express plane, which
took off from Madural, away
from populated areas following a
bomb threat. On Tuesday, the
Nepalese Army rushed its bomb
sguad to the Kathmandu airport
after a Vistara flight from Delhi
got a bomb threat.

"Meetings are being held with
airline operators and they are
told to be on high alert. While the
calls are hoaxes, there is high
alert and mobilisation of addi-
tional resources at all sensitive
airports,” the CISF official quoted
above added.

On Monday, Union minister
Naidu said the government is
considering amendments to the

Security Rules and the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts
Against Safety of Civil Aviation
Act (SUASCA) to address the

recent surge in threats.

At present, there are no direct
legal provisions to prosecute
such cases, but sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023
and the Information Technology
Actcontain some legal measures
that can be utilised. For instance,
under Section 353 of BNS, those

ing false information caus-
ing public alarm can face up to
three years in prison and/or a
fine. Section 351 addresses crimi-
nal intimidation, with threats of
death, grievous injury, or arson
punishable by up to seven years
in prison, and anonymous threats
carry an additional two-year sen-
tence, For hoax calls made
through digital channels or inter-
fering with critical tructure,
Section 66F of the IT Act can be
invoked, classifying such acts as
cyber terrorism, potentially pun-
ishable by life imprisonment.

O Mg s
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45 flights get bomb
threats in 24 hours

HTC and Agencies
letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At least 45 domestic
and international flights oper-
ated by Indian airlines received
bomb threats from Monday
night till Tuesday afternoon, the
aviation sources said.

The major Indian airline com-
panies, including Indigo, Vistara
and Air India, received bomb
threats for their international
and domestic flights on Monday
night.

Vistara Airlines confirmed
receiving security threats via
social media and following pro-
tocol after that.

“We confirm that a few of Vis-
tara’s flights operating on 21
October 2024 received security
threats on social media. We
immediately alerted the relevant
authorities and are following all
security procedures as directed
by them. At Vistara, the safety
and security of our customers,
crew, and aircraft are of utmost
importance,” the Vistara spokes-
person said.

Air India and Akasa Air also
confirmed that some of its flights
were subject to hoax security
alerts on Monday.

“We confirm that some Air

Over 100 hoax alerts in a week
Legal changes: | No-fly list: Minister also said govt

Aviation minister | proposing to place perpetratorsona
has said hoax no-fly list.
bomb threats may | |ncreased security: Agencies have
be classified as increased security deployment by 10%
cognisable offence | yor the past week and have stepped
. Witgthﬂgf up surveillance.
P s::tentes Protocols enforced: Airport staff
4 said all protocols meticulously followed
for each threat, e'«reql if most hoaxes.
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It is very difficult to tell at this point what the motive is
behind these hoax calls... We are using intelligence, the
IB, and other key agencies to ensure incidents like this

s don't happen again — RM Naidu, minister

India flights were subject to hoax
security alerts received on social
media on 21 October 2024.Fol-
lowing the laid down protocols,
relevant authorities were imme-
diately alerted, and all security
procedures sirictly adhered to,
as per guidance from the regula-
tory authorities and security
agencies. All the flights have

landed safely. The safety and
security of our passengers, crew,
and aircraft remain our top pri-
ority.” an Air India official said.
Indigo also informed that they
were working closely with the
relevant authorities and stan-
dard operating procedures were

being followed.
continued on -5

BOMB THREATS

Separately, an e-mail was
received threatening to blow up
three CRPF schools in Delhi and
Hyderabad. and two Kendriya
Vidyalayas within the forces’
office premises in other cities
on Tuesday, police officers said,
adding these too turned out to
be hoax.The schools were
checked by anti-sabotage teams
and nothing suspicious was
found, they said, adding classes
were conducted smoothly on
Tuesday.

The three CRPF schools
include two in Delhi (Rohini
and Dwarka), one in Hyderabad
(Telangana); while the two Ken-
driya Vidyalayas are within the
paramilitary forces' office
premises at Panchkula (Hary-
ana) and Rampur (Uttar Pra-
desh).A senior Delhi Police offi-
cer, who did not wish to named,
said the cyber cell has launched
a probe in to the threat mail that
came a day after a blast along
the boundary of wall of CRPF
Public School in Delhi’'s Rohini.

The latest threat email was
received by Monday night. [t
claimed that the improvised
devices may explode on the
schools’ premises by llam Tues-
day.

Most of the international
flights that received the threats
were bound for Jeddah in Saudi
Arabia or bound for India from
Istanbul in Turkey.

The threats came a day after
civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu said the ministry
has ordered additional checks at
the airports for the safety of pas-
sengers without causing any
more inconvenience to them.

Naidu also said the govern-
ment plans to classily hoax
bomb threats as a "cognisable
offence” with longer potential
sentences and place perpetra-
tors on a no-{y list after a week-
long chaos unleashed by false
affected at least 100 flights.

Separately, two top aviation
security officers met Union
home secretary Govind Mohan
on Monday and discussed the
incidents. According to officials
aware of the discussions at the
meeting, the government has
estimated the number of hoax
alerts to be at 200 for the entire
month of October.

Speaking at the 8th anniver-
sary celebration of the UDAN
scheme in the national capital,
Naidu said, "It is a very sensitive
situation when it comes ta the
hoax call threats, there is an
international procedure that we
have to follow.”

The minister revealed that
the government is considering
amendments to the Aircraft
Security Rules and the Suppres-
sion of Unlawful Acts Against
Safety of Civil Aviation Act
(SUASCA) to address the recent
surge in threats.

“Making hoax calls to airlines
will be made a cognisable
offence and the perpetrators
will be put on the no-fly list,”
Naidu declared, emphasising
the gravity of the situation.

In the second meeting with
the Union home secretary,
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS) director general
(DG) Zulfiguar Hasan and
director general ol Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
Rajwinder Singh Bhatti met
Mohan at the latter's office at
North Block.

INT'L FLIGHTS
THAT RECEIVED
THE THREATS
WERE BOUND FOR
JEDDAH
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Air India, Singapore Airlines expand
codeshare partnership by adding 11
Indian, 40 global destmatlons

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEWDELH, OCTOBER £3

AR INDIA and Singapore Airlines
(SLA) have expanded their code-
share agreement by adding 11
Indiancities and 40 intermational
destnations, marking the irstex-
tensive ex pansion of codeshare
amangements between the two
carniers snce 2000, The expanded
endeshare network will be rolled
out from October27, and bothair-
[ines plan o progressively include
more destinations under the
AmNgement.

The announcement comes
ahead of Vistara's merger with Air
India, which will result in S1A
holdngaminoriy staleintheen-
larged Air India. Curently, S1a
hiaicls 45 percent stake in Vistara
with the Tata grioup holding 51 per
cent. Alter the merger, SLA will
own 25,1 per cent stake in Air
kndia. There mergerand thecon-
sequient shareholdingal SlAin Air
Ineka is expected to bead to maore
synergies between the aidines
and the codeshane expansion may
be seenasastep inthatdirection
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Under acodeshare agreement,an
aidine can market tickets on
fights operated by a partner air-
line, thus giving the optionofa
wider and more enhanced net-
workand more connections toits
flyers, apart from streamlined
ticketing, check-in, and baggage
Services.

“From 27 October 2024, Air
India and SIA will codeshare on
each other’s flights, between
Singapore and the Indian atiesal
Bengalur and Chennai, increas-
ing their total weekly schedubed
codeshare services between the
countriesto 56 from 14," Air bndia
and SlA saxdin ajoint release.

SIA will codeshare on Air
India’s domestic Mights between
Delhiand Amritsar, Bengalun,

Coimbatore, Lucknow, and
Varanasi, between Mumbai and
Ahrmedabad, Amntsr, Bengalun,
Cosmbatore, Goa, Jaipur, Kolata,
Lucknow, and
Thiruvananthapuram, as well as
betweenKolkat and Guwahati

Air India customers will be
able to access 29 destinations
across SIA's network. These are
Adelaide, Brsbane, Cairns,
Darwin, Melbourne, Perth, and
Sydney in Australia, Bandar Seri
Begawan in Brune, Phnom Penh
and Siem Reap in Cambodia,
De npasar, Jakanta, Medan, and
Surabaya in Indonesia, Fubaoka,
Magoya, Osaka, Tokyo-Haneda,
and Tokyo-MNanta in fJapan, Busan
and Seoul inSouth Korea, Kuala
Lurmpur and Penang in Malaysia,
Auckland in New Zealand, Cebu
argd Manila in the Philippines, as
wellas Danang. Hanoi, and Ho Chi
Minh Gty in Vietnam.

SIA customers will be able 1o
connect toAir India's intemational
services from Bengalur, Delhi,
angd Mumbai to 12 des inations
across Eumpe, the Middle East,
and Africa FULL REPORTON

wiwwindianexpress.com
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Odishatoincentivize airlines
tolaunch new flights to state

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha cabinet on Wednesday
approved the Air Connectivity Policy underwhich suls-
stantial financial incentives would be offered toairlines to
encourage them to launch new domestic and intema-
tional lights from airports in the state, officialssaid. Under
the policy, the government would provide viability gap
funding toairlines for the new services, they said. — #7i



Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST KOLKATA 23 OCTOBER 2024

Bomb threats rattle
aviation sector, airlines
face Rs 600 crore in losses

Nearly 50 flights receive bomb threats on Tie

Bomb threats
rattle aviation
sector, airlines

MARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAL:
In an unprecedented series
of events, nearly 80 domestic
and international flights oper-
ating within and out of India
received bomb threats over the
course of 24 hours. While the
threats were later confirmed
as hoaxes, they left thousands
of passengers and security per-
sonnel in a state of high alert,
causing widespread disruption.

The bomb threats, which
targeted a range of airlines,
have raised serious concerns
about aviation safety, costing
airlines an estimated Rs 600
crore in losses, according to
two former airline officials.

On Tuesday alone, around
50 flights from various air-
lines were subjected to bomb
threats. This included 13
flights each from IndiGo and
Air India, 12 flights from
Akasa Air, and 11 from Vis-
tara. The situation was no bet-
ter the previous night when
around 30 flights—operated
by IndiGo, Air India, and Vis-
tara—received similar threats.

In total, more than 170
flights operated by Indian car-
riers have faced bomb threats
over the past nine days, mostly
through social media platforms.
In some cases, international
flights were even diverted as a
precautionary measure.

The disruption caused by
these bomb threats comes with
a heavy financial price tag. A
former official from the finance
department of a domestic air-
line explained that the aver-
age cost of disruption for
a domestic flight stands at

Takeaways

» Nearly 80 flights re-
ceived bomb threats over
the course of 24 hours

» In total, more than 170
flights operated by
Indian carriers have
taced bomb threats over
the past nine days

approximately Rs 1.5 crore. For
international flights, the losses
are steeper, ranging between
Rs 5 crore and Rs 5.5 crore. On
average, the estimated cost of
disruption across all affected
flights is Rs 3.5 crore per flight.

Using these averages, the
total financial loss from the
more than 170 flights affected
by the bomb threats over the
past nine days is projected to be
around Rs 600 crore. However,
this figure could vary depend-
ing on factors such as the type
of aircraft (narrow-body or
wide-body) and the length of
the flights impacted.

Another officialwith.expe-
rience in the finance depart-
ment of a domestic airline
emphasised that operational
costs are typically Ejgher for
wide-body aircraft. These
larger planes, which are com-
monly used for international
ﬂ.ights, incur Continued on P&

face Rs 600
crore in losses

Continued from Page 1
igher fuel costs and
parking charges, in
addition to the indi-

rect impact that disruptions
can have on the entire flight
network.

In response to the bomb
threats, Indian airlines have
been on high alert, coordinat-
ing closely with security agen-
cies and local authorities. An
IndiGo spokesperson con-
firmed that 13 of its flights
received bomb threats on Tues-
day, but all passengers disem-
barked safely.

The spokesperson listed
the affected flights, which
spanned domestic routes such
as Bengaluru to Lucknow
and Hyderabad to Jodhpur,
as well as an international

flight from Mumbai to
Istanbul.
Akasa Air, which also faced

bomb threats, did not disclose
the exact number of affected
flights.

However, the airline reiter-
ated that all safety and secu-
rity protocols were followed
in close coordination with
authorities.

Vistara and Air India also
confirmed receiving threats
on social media. Both airlines
promptly alerted security agen-
cies and followed standard pro-
cedures to ensure passenger
safety.
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Hoax threats leave financial scars

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

hile there seems to be no

end to the menace of
bomb threat messages
targeting Indian airlines, as
about 80 more flights,
operating on domestic and
international routes, received
fresh threats from Monday
night to Tuesday, it has also
had a huge financial impact on
the airline operators who
already under financial stress,
operations stakeholders like
security forces logistics and
regulatory bodies to under
take the drill to ensure safe
flight.
According to estimates from
aviation mdusl.r}' sources, it
costs about Rs one to three
Crores, on an average, to
undertake the security drills
and the burden is on all the
stakeholders from
government to the private
agencies. Which means given
the total of 180 flights that
have undergone the process
after the hoax calls an
additional burden of about Rs
300 Crore.
“Following the laid down

cols, relevant authorities
were immediately alerted, and
all security procedures strictly
adhered to, as per guidance
from the regulatory authorities
and security agencies, an Air
India spokesperson said in a
statement.
Protocols for the Bomb Threat
Assessment Committee
(BTAC), is convened in the
event of a bomb threat call to
an aircraft or airport, to tackle
the spate of the ongoin
“random” Internet-base
threats being made to various
Indian airlines.
On Monday night, the BTAC
that assembled at seven
airports of Delhi, Mumbai,
Jaipur, Pune, Mangalore,

| Bengaluru and Kozhikode

declared as “hoax or

L

nonspecific" bomb  threat
messages sent to 30 flights
belonging to three carriers -
Air India, Vistara and Indigo.
The threat was EISSE'SSECFD
“non specific” as it was found
that one X handle posted these
“bombs onboard” messages
for 10 flights each of these

three carriers between 10.46
pmand 11.42 pm.

The protocol undertaken by
the BTAC has been tweaked
and a fine asbessnient, acting

on a set of new ‘red flags, is

being undertaken now, the
sources added.
Continued on page 8

Hoax threats...

From page 1

The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) and the
respective airline security have
also been asked to ensure
“focussed” security protocols
for frisking passengers, their
baggage and the aircraft so
that nothing is left to chance
while preparing a flight, they
said.

When it is established that the
bomb or hijack threat message
made through social media
was published “without any
rationale”, the BTAC will
categorise it "non specific or
hoax" so that passengers and
airlines crew are not harassed
and their precious time is not
wasted, they said, without
elaborating on the specific
details due to operational
reasons.

There will still be some cases
where a message or call will be
declared “specific” but that will
not be done en masse, the
sources said. Aviation security
officials said they expect that
these new measures will hel
to ease “some” trouble posed

by these fake social media or
pru:sne call messages.

Cyber security agendes have
said some of these threats are
triggered from virtual private
network (VPN) activated
Internet connections and
many stch handles, especially
on X, were created only a few
hours or days before they
posted the threats to various
airlines.

The most recent threats
targeted flights to major
destinations such as Jeddah,
Rivadh and Medina are in
Saudi Arabia, Istanbul and
Doha are the capital of
Turkey and Qatar
respectively. This has led to
disrupting schedules,
bleeding airlines and panic
among passengers during the
peak festive season, This is
the first time that hoax
callers have targeted flights
bound to Middle East
countries.

Civil Awiation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu has said that
making hoax bomb threat calls
to airlines will be made a
cognisable offence.
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IT Ministryslams Elon Musk-run X for
‘abettingcrime’ after 100 flight bomb threats

ACGENCIES

VDELHI, I3 OCTOHER

ThelT MinkstryonWednesdiy
slaimmed Hon Musk-run
socinl media platform X after
more than 100 bom b threats
were received by airlines
over the past few days, with
many of these hoaxes being
circulated via social medin
platfo rms.

Ina virual meeting with
representatives of airlines
aned social media platforms
such as X and Meta, the I
Ministry officials said the
situation amounts w "X
ahetting crime” and gues-
tioned its representatives
on the steps taken to stop
such alamming rumours from
spreading.

Joint Secretary, [T, Sanket
S Bhondvechaired the virtual
meeting, according to
TEpOrts.

The online threats have

- -

—

T ——
—

created panic among the
passenge rs and set ofl alamm
bells for securnty agencies.

Several flights, inchuding
!Ill.l.'l“-il“l'.il“ill ones, were
diverted afterthe hoax calls
More than 120 flights oper-
ated by Indian carriers have
received bomb threats over
the past few days.

On Tuesday, 30 flights
aperated by IndiGGo, Vistars
and Airlndia received such
threais

Union Cral Aviagion Min-

ister K Ramwnohan Naldu
said on Monday that those
circulating such hoax threats
will face iough sction, includ-
ing being put on a no-fly
list.

The povernment plans
to amend the 'Suppression
of Unlawful Acts” against
the ' Safery of Civil Aviation
Act’ so that action could be
initinted for offences when
anaircrafiison the ground.

Currently, the aviation
security norms largely cover
in-flight offences.

“We are trying to make
amendments and the legal
team has worked on it. We
need consultations with
other ministries alko, We
are definitely pushing for-
ward to have changes in the
Act also so that it addresses
offencesthat happenwhen
the Right is on the ground
and also make it a cognisable
offence,” the minister said.
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Flights get false
threats, fliers
searched

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: Five flights, to and
from the Calcutta airport, re-
ceived hoax bomb threats on
Tuesday, while more than 50
domestic and international
flights operated by Indian air-
lines received similar threats
across the country,

In the past week, more
than 150 flights received such
threats.

On Tuesday, flights operat:
e by IndiGo, Akasa Airlines,
Vistara and Ailr India were
among those that received
false threats,

Al the Calcutta airport,
the Akasa Airlines flight
from Pune received a secu.
rity threat through social
media

“Akasa Airline’s airpori
manager informed the au-
thorities about the security
threat,” said an alrport official.
The flight, with 191 passengers
and six crew members, landed
at 4.38pm and was taken to the
isolation bay.

All passengers and hand
baggage were checked but
nothing was found, sald an air-
port official.

IndiGo’s flight from
Alzawl, which arrived in Cal-
cutta at 4.12pm, received a se-
curity threat. The flight with
135 passengers and six crew
members was taken to the so-
lation bay and the standard se-
curity protocol was followed,
said an official. The alrport
authorities lodged police com-
plaints in both cases.

IndiGo said 1t"s flights from
Calcutta to Bengaluru, Jaipur
and Ahmedabad had recelved
gimilar threats,

Apart from these, nine
other flights of IndiGo re-
ceived such threats.

These are:
B GE 214 Mumbai-Srinagar
B GE 323 Bagdogra-Chennal
B GE 419 Surat-Goa
B GE 403 Pune-Dehradun
B GE 381 Goa-Ahmedabad
B 6E 3% Lucknow-Goa
B E 297 Hyderabad-Jodhpur
B GE 17 Mumbai-Istanbul
B 6E 196 Bengaluru-Lucknow

“All customers were safe-
ly disembarked. At IndiGo,
the safety and security of our
customers and crew remain
paramount in all facets of our
operations. We worked closely
with the relevant authorities,
and standard operating pro-
cedures were followed. We
sincerely regretany inconven-
fence this situation may have
caused our customers and ap-
preciate their undersianding,”
IndiGo said in a statement.

Vistara's several (lights got
similar threats,

“We confirm that a few of
Vistara's (lights operating on
October 21, 2024 received se-
curity threats on social medin
Wi immaedintely alerted the
relevant authorities and are
following all security proce-
dures as directed by them. At
Vistara, the safety and securi-
ty of our customers, crew, and
alreraft are of utmost impor-
tance,” said a Vistara spokes-
person.

A spokesperson for Air
India said some of it's flights,
too, received the threats.

Last Sunday, an Alliance
Alr flight from Lilabari in
Assam to Calcutta made an
emergency landing at the elty
alrport after afalse threat

On Monday, too, around
30 Mights operated by Indian
alrlines received such threats
through social media. Three
flights of IndiGo, bound for
Jeddah, had (o be diverted.
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Another 50 bomb threats take number
of flights hit to 170+ in little over a week

Tives News NETwork

New Delhi: Close to 50 flights
across domestic airlines re-
cefved threats on Tuesday
alone, with the menace only
getting worse by the day. Indi-
Go recelved at least 23 threats
within 24 hours (through
Monday and Tuesday), with
three of its international
flight= getting diverted. Vista.
rasaid “some” of itsflights got
threatstoo. Akasa wasalso im-
pacted.

Officials across airlines
say the trend of threats is
changing with diiferent han-
dles targeting different air-
lines in the past 2-3days. Eardi-
er the same handle would is-
sue the same number of
threats to multiple airlines
but now different handles
send threats to different air-
lines, Govtsays itis working to
severely punish those sending

TUII‘!I.II.EHT ‘IIMES. IndiGo
received at least 23 threats within
24 hours. Govt says it is working
to severely punish those sending
such threats

such threats,
IndiGo=aid it had received
threats to 13 of its flights on
Tuesday alone, At least three
of them were diverted — Ben-
galuru-Jeddah (6E 77) to Doha,
Kozhikode-Jeddah (6E 65) to
Rivadh, and Delhi-Jeddah (6E

63) to Medina. “The aircraft
were isolated and all passen-
gers were safely disembarked.
Ensuring the safety and secu-
rity of our customers and
crew remains paramount in
all facets of our operations.
We are working closely with
the relevant authorities, and
mandated checks are current-
Iy underway. We sincerely re-
gret any inconvenience this
situation may have caused our
customers and appreciate
their understanding,” IndiGo
statements for these flights
said.

OnTuesday alone13flights
each of IndiGo and Air India
received bomb threats. Akasa
Ailr got threats for over 12
flights and Vistara received
threats for 11, sources said.

“Afew Vistara flights oper-
ating on Oct 22, 2024 received
security threats on social
media. We immediately alert-

ed the relevant authorities
and are following all security
procedures as directed by
them. At Vistara, the safety
and security of our custom-
ers, crew, and aircraft are of
utmost importance,” said a
Vistara spokesperson.

Al's Delhi-New York Right
and Akasa's Bengaluru-Vara-
nasi flight were among those
that received threats.

Air India said it got 10
threats on Monday-Tuesday
night. “We confirm that some
Alr India Rights operating on
Oct 21, 2024 were subject to
hoax security threats received
on social media. Following
laid-down protocols, relevant
authorities were immediately
alerted, and all security proce-
dures strictly adhered to, as
per guidance from the regula-
tory authorities and security
agencies. All the flights have
landed safely,” said AL
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Another 50 flights receive
omb threats in a day

fresh b

More Than

170 Flights

Affected In
Over A Week

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Close to 50
flights across domestic air-
lines received threats on
Tuesday alone, with the
menace only getting worse
by the day. IndiGoreceived at
least 23 threats within 24
hours (through Monday and
Tuesday), with three of its
international flights getting
diverted. Vistara  said
“some"” of its flights got
threats too. Akasa was also
impacted.

Officials across airlines
say the trend of threats is
changingwithdifferent han-

dles targeting different air-

lines inthe past 2-3days. Ear-
lier the same handle would

TURBULENT TIMES

issue the same number of
threats to multiple airlines
but now different handles
send threats to different air-
lines. Govt says it is working
to severely punish those
sending such threats.
IndiGo said it had re-
ceived threats to 13 of its
flights on Tuesday alone. At
least three of them were di-
verted — Bengaluru-Jeddah
(6E 77) to Doha, Kozhikode-
Jeddah (BE 63) to Riyvadh,
and Delhi-Jeddah (6E &3) to
Medina. “The aircraft were
isolated and all passengers
were safely disembarked.

Ensuring the safoty and se-
curity of our customers and
crew remalins paramount in
all facets of our operations.
We are working closely with
the relevant authorities, and
mandated checks are cur
rently underway. We sin-
cerely regret any inconve-
nience this situation may
have caused our customers
and appreciate their under-
standing,” IndiGo state-
ments for these flights said.
On Tuesday alone 13
flights each of IndiGo and
Air India received bomb
threats. Akasa Air got
threats forover 12 flights and
Vistara received threats for
11, sources said. “A few Vista-
ra flights operating on Oct
22, 2024 received security
threats on social media, We
immediately alerted the rel-
evant authorities and are
following all security proce-
duresasdirected by them. At
Vistara, the safety and secu-
rity of our customers, crew,
and aircraft are of utmost

importance,” said a Vistara
spokesperson.

Al's Delhi-New York
flight and Akasa's Bengalu-
ru-Varanasi flight were
among those that received
threats.

Air India said it got 10
threats on Monday-Tuesday
night. “We confirm that
some Air India flights oper-
ating on Oct 21, 2024 were
subject to hoax security
threats received on social
media. Following laid-down
protocols, relevant author-
ities were immediately
alerted, and all security pro-
cedures sirictly adhered to,
asper guidance from thereg-
ulatory authorities and se-
curity agencies. All the
flights have landed safely
The safety and security of
our passengers, crew, and
aircraft remain our top pri-
ority,” said Al

In nine davs, more than
170 flights operated by Indi-
an carriers have received
homb threats,
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Bomb threats

to 2 flights to

Hyd turn out
to be hoax

Tinaes News Networs

Hyderabad: Twollights toHy-
derabad encountered security
concerns after bomb threats,
which turned out to be hoax on
Tuesday The first incident in-
volved flight 6E 67 from Hyde-
rabad to Jeddah. On landing,
the aircraft was taken to the
isolation bay and all passeng-
ers were safely disembarked,
Later, Flight 6E 297, opera-
ting between Hyderabad and
Jodhpur, also received a secu-
rity alert and all passengers
were disembarked. Authoriti-
es are investigating both inci-
dents to determine the nature
of the threats and ensure the
safety of passengers and crew,
“At IndiGo, the safety of our
customers and crew remains
paramount in all facets of our
operations. We have been wor-
king closely with the relevant
authorities and standard ope-
rating procedures have been
followed. We sincerely regret
any inconvenience this situa-
tion may have caused our cus-
tomers and appreciate their
understanding,” IndiGo said.
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Another 50 bomb threats to flights; 170+ in 9 days

3 CRPF schools, 2 KVs get hoax bomb threat

ne-mail was received threatening to blow up three CRPF

schoolsin Delhi and Hyderabad, and two Kendriya
Vidyalayas within the forces’ office premises in other cities,
sources said on Tuesday, adding itturned out to be a hoax. The
schools were checked and nothing suspicious was found, they
said, adding classes were conducted smoothly on Tuesday.

The three CRPF schools include two in Delhi (Rohini and
Dwarka), one in Hyderabad (Telangana); while the two Kendriya
Vidyalayas are within the paramilitary forces’ office premises at
Panchkula (Haryana) and Rampur (Uttar Pradesh). rmi

Will Punish
Those Sending
Threats: Govt

Times News Nerwonrk

New Delhi: Close to 50
fMights across domestic airli-
nes received threats on Tues-
dav alone, with the menace
only getting worse by the day.
IndiGo received at least 23
threats within 24 hours
{through Monday and Tues-
day), with three of its inter-
national flights getting di-

verted. Vistara said “some”
of its flights got threats too,
Akasa was also impacted.

Officials across airlines
say the trend of threats is
changing with different
handles targeting different
airlines in the past 2-3 days,
Earlier the same handle wo-
uld issue thesame number of
threats to multiple airlines
but now different handles
send threats to different air-
lines, Govt says it is working
to severely punish those sen-
ding such threats.

IndiGo said it had recei-
ved threats to 13 of its flights
on Tuesday alone. At least

TURBULENT TIMES

three of them were diverted

Bengaluru-Jeddah (6E 77)
to Doha, Kozhikode-Jeddah
{BE 65) to Rivadh, and Delhi-
Jeddah (6E 63) to Medina,
“The aircraft were isolated

and all passengers were safie-
ly disembarked. Ensuring
thesafety and security of our
customers and crew remains
paramount in all facets of
our operations. We are wor-

king closely with the rele-
vantauthorities, and manda-
ted checks are currently un-

derway. We sincerely regrei

any inconvenience this situ-
ation may have caused our

customers and appreciate
their understanding,” Indi-
Go statements for these
flights said.

On Tuesday alone 13
flights each of IndiGo and
Air India received bomb
threats. Akasa Air got thre-
ats for over 12 flights and Vis-
tara received threats for 11,
sources said.

“Afew Vistara flights ope-
rating on Oct 22, 2024 recei-
ved security threats on social
media. We immediately aler-
ted the relevant authorities
and are followingall security
procedures as directed by
them. At Vistara, the safety

and security of our custo-
mers, crew, and aircraft are
of utmost importance,” said
a Vistara spokesperson.

Al's  Delhi-New  York
flight and Akasa’s Bengalu-
ri-Varanasi flight were
among those that received
threats. Air India said it got
10 threats on Monday-Tues-
day night, “We confirm that
some Air India flights opera-
ting on Oct 21, 2024 were sub-
ject to hoax security threats
receivedonsocial media,” sa-
id AL In ninedays, more than
170flights operated by Indian
carriers have received bomb
threats, PTI reported.
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