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Govt mulls allowing airport
operators to own airlines

Abhishek Law
abhishek.law @livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre is con-
sidering whether airport opera-
tors such as Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd should be allowed
to own airlines, civil aviation
minister K. Ram Mohan Naidu
said on Tuesday, as India seeks
to expand its regional air con-
nectivity, while addressing
potential conflicts of interest in
the aviation sector.

“When an airport operator
wants to operate an airline, we
also have to examine the poten-
tial disadvantages. We need to
create a system that addresses
those concerns. There are sev-
eral advantages, but the matter
is under deliberation,” Naidu
said at a press conference to
announce the launch of the
revamped regional connectivity
scheme, UDAN (Ude Desh Ka
Aam Nagrik).

The issue came to the fore
after Adani Airport, a subsidi-
ary of the Ahmedabad-based
conglomerate Adani Enter-
prises Ltd, wrote to the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) in June
seeking relaxation of norms
that could allow it to explore
operating an airline.

Adani Airports operates eight
airports, including Mumbai,

Under the existing arrangements, operators of the Delhi and
Mumbai airports can hold up to 10% in an airline. HT

Navi Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Guwahati, Manga-
luru, Thiruvananthapuram and
Jaipur.

Adani Enterprises chief
financial officer Jugeshinder
Singh later said the group was
not interested in starting an air-
line, but could explore taking a
non-controlling stake in a
regional carrier to improve con-
nectivity across its existing and
future airports.

Naidu said there is currently
no general law preventing
cross-holding between airport
operators and airlines. Restric-
tions, however, exist under air-
port-specific  agreements,
including the Operations Man-
agement and Development

Agreements (OMDAs) govern-
ing the Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports.

Under the existing arrange-
ments, operators of the Delhi
and Mumbai airports can hold
up to 10% in an airline, he said.
“For example, if BIAL or Banga-
lore International Airport Ltd,
which is also a private operator,
wants to operate an airline,
there is no rule as such stopping
it,” Naidu said.

For context, Fairfax owns a
majority stake in BIAL, which
manages the Bengaluru airport.

The government is now
examining whether a broader
framework is needed to address
potential conflicts while allow-
ing greater integration between

airports and airlines. “Pros and
cons are being looked at. And
no final decision has yet been
taken,” the minister added.

India is expanding its airport
network but faces a shortage of
aircraft and airlines to connect
smaller cities. Naidu has previ-
ously said the country needs at
least five large airlines with 100
aircraft each, as well as more
carriers to improve regional
connectivity.

India doesn't have that many
large carriers. Barring IndiGo
(Interglobe Aviation Ltd) with
over 400 planes and the Air
India group that has over 290,
no other airline in the country
has even 50 aircraft in its fleer.
The third largest, Akasa Air, has
43 aircraft.

However, the possibility of
airport-airline cross-holding
has drawn criticism from
IndiGo. Its co-founder and man-
aging director Rahul Bhatia had
said allowing such ownership
would be “without global prece-
dent”.

Meanwhile, an expert said
the regulatory mechanism
needs to be very clear. “The reg-
ulatory mechanism needs to be
drafted first and looked into,”
said Gurmukh Singh Bawa, sec-
retary general of the Air Travel-
lers Association.
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Centre studying plan for 4
new airports in West Bengal

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Thee Centre is assessing
the viability of developing
four new airports in West
Bengal by reviving airstrips
at Balurghat and Purulia
and setting up commercial
aviation facilities at the IAF
bases in Kalaikunda and
Hasimara, officials said.

“The Airports Authority
of India (AAl) is preparing
a detailed project report
for the four airports and
will assess whether airline
services there are feasible,”
officials of the Ministry of
Civil Aviation said.

Officials could not con-
firm whether the airports
would be developed under
the UDAN scheme, saying
the plan was still at an early
stage. The Centre’s UDAN
regional connectivity
scheme (RCS) subsidises

AAl asked the State
Govt. for 38.25 acre
land at Kalaikunda,
38 acre at Hasimara
for civil enclaves

airlines serving tier-2 and
tier-3 cities and caps fares
to keep tickets affordable.

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
told the Rajya Sabha in Au-
gust 2026 that there were
plans to use the Kalaikun-
da and Hasimara IAF bases
for commercial flights, but
“the requisite land has not
been handed over by the
State Government.”

Clearing hurdles

With the BJP defeating the
TMC in the 2026 Assembly
election and forming go-
vernment in West Bengal,
officials say it will now be

easier to clear the hurdles.

The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) had asked
the West Bengal govern-
ment to provide 38.25 acre
of land at Kalaikunda and
38 acre at Hasimara for ci-
vil enclaves at the two Air
Force stations.

100 more airports

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion signed MoUs with 21
States and Union Territo-
ries on Tuesday, urging
them to take the lead un-
der the scheme and pro-
pose new RCS airports. Mi-
nister for Civil Aviation
Ram Mohan Naidu said the
move would help create
100 more airports over the
next 10 years.

The Union Cabinet in
March approved “Modified
UDAN" scheme for anoth-
er 10 years at a total outlay
of ¥28,840 crore.
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No rule stops airport cos
from having airlines: Govt

Weighing Pros & Cons, No Decision Is Taken Yet: Naidu

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhl: Govt iswelghing
the prosand cons of allowing
alrport operators such as
Adani Group, which opera-
tes Mumbai Alrport, to run
an airline, although no deci-
sion has been taken yet. The
Delhi and Mumbai airports
went the PPP way in 2006 and
their “operation, manage-
ment and development agre-
ement” (OMDA) does not al-
low the operators to have be-
yond 10% stake In an aidine.
Recently, the Adani Group
had sought an amendment to
the same.

“Govt is clear that India
needs more allines, given
the number of airports go-
ing to come up in India and
the demand. Our ambition is
to have at least five airflines
with at least 100 aircraft
each. So, if someone wantsto
start an airline, govt sup-
portstheidea. The lssue isan
airport (Mumbai and Delhi)
dolng so. We are examining
the pros and cons of the
same,” civil aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naldu said

Govt is clear that India needs more airfines, given the
number of airports going to come up in India and the
demand. Our ambition is to have at least five airlines
with at least 100 aircraft each. So, if someone wants
! tostart an airline, govt supports the idea

& If BIAL (Bengaluru operator), which is a private
operator, wants to operate an airline, there is no rule

stopping him

—RAM MOHAN MAIDU | CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

here Tuesday.

Naldusaid nodecisionon
the Adani request has been
takensofar “We needtocrea-
te a system where the cons
(of allowing sucha move)are
taken care of. Pros we know
As such In govt there is no
clause or rule anywhere
which stops airport opera-
tors from having airlines
other than the OMDA agree-
ment for Delhi and Mumbai.
If BIAL (Bengaluru opera-
tor), which isa private opera-
tor, wants to operate an alrli-
ne, there is no rule stopping
him. That’s why we have to
take a balanced approach,”
sald Naidu.

Adani’s request has divi-
ded the airline industry with

IndiGo promoter Rahul Bha-
tia opposing the move and
Akasa founder Vinay Dube
being infavour of the same.

The minister spoke about
other Issues at an UDAN
event. “Aviation ministry Air-
ports Authority of India and
21 States and UT's (have) come
together and sign Mols to put
a preater focus on speed, sus-
tainability and long-term via-
bility of projects in the next
phaseof UDAN. . . 100airports
will be developed under chal-
lenge mode over the next 10 ye-
ars,” Naldu said.

Spicelet
The cash-strapped airli-

ne’s woes have been moun-
ting and its passengers often

suffer delays running in se-
veral hours. “We are closely
monitoring SpiceJet'sopera-
tions and finances through
the aviation regulatory body
to ensure safety is not
compromised,” Naidu said.

Dope test on pilots

“The intention of the mi-
nistry is that all pilots must
et tested within a year. The
framework for the same has
to be issued by the regulator
DGCA," said the minister.

Mo fare caps this
festive season

Alrfares will not be cap-
ped this festive seasonand the
aviation ministry will advise
airinestokeep the sameat re-
asonable levels, said Naidu.
The recent hike being seen is
notduetospike indemand but
due to increased jet fuel pri-
ces. “We definitely make a po-
int to them (airlines) that du-
ring this festive season, you
have to ensure that fair prices
are kept at a reasonable level
sothat people who want totra-
vel, pet to see the benefit,” the
minister said.
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No rule stops airport cos
from having airlines: Govt

Weighing Pros & Cons, No Decision Is Taken Yet: Naidu

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Govt isweighing
the prosand consof allowing
airport operators such as
Adani Group, which opera-
tes Mumbai Airport, to run
an airline, although no deci-
sion has been taken vet. The
Delhi and Mumbal airports
went the PPP way in 2006 and
their “operation, manage-
ment and development agre-
ement” (OMDA) does not al-
low the operators to have be-
yond 10% stake inan aidine.
Recently, the Adani Group
had sought an amendment to
the same.

“Govt is clear that India
needs more airlines, given
the number of airports go-
ing to come up in India and
the demand. Our ambition is
to have at least five airines
with at least 100 aircraft
each. So, if someone wants to
start an alrfline, govt sup
portsthe idea. The issue isan
airport (Mumbai and Delhi)
dolng so. We are examining
the pros and cons of the
same,” civil aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu said

Govt is clear that India needs more airlines, given the
number of airports going to come up in India and the

-y

stopping him

demand. Our ambition is to have at least five airlines
with at least 100 aircraft each. So, if someone wants
to start an airline, govt supports the idea

&% If BIAL (Bengaluru operator), which is a private
operator, wants to operate an airline, there is no rule

—RAM MOHAN NAIDUY | CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

here Tuesday,

Naldusaid nodecisionon
the Adani request has been
taken sofar. “We need tocrea-
te a system where the cons
(of allowingsucha move)are
taken care of. Pros we Know.
As such in govt there s no
clause or rule anywhere
which stops airport opera-
tors from having airlines
other than the OMDA agree-
ment for Delhi and Mumbal.
If BIAL (Bengaluru opera-
tor), which isa private opera-
tor, wants to operate an airli-
ne, there is no rule stopping
him. That’s why we have to
take a balanced approach,”
said Naiduw.

Adani’s request has divi-
ded the airline industry with

IndiGo promoter Rahul Bha-
tia opposing the move and
Akasa founder Vinay Dube
being in favour of the same.

The minister spole about
other issues at an UDAN
event. “Aviation ministry Alr-
ports Authority of India and
21 States and UTs (have) come
together and sign Molls to put
a greater focus on speed, sus-
talnability and long-term via-
bility of projects in the next
phase of UDAN... 100 airports
will be developed under chal-
lenge mode over the next 10 ye-
ars,” Nabdu said.

Spicelet

The cash-strapped airli-
ne’s woes have been moun-
ting and its passengers often

suffer delays running in se-
veral hours. “We are closely
monitoring SpiceJet'sopera-
tions and finances through
the aviation regulatory body
to ensure safety is not
compromised,” Naidusaid.

Dope test on pilots

“The intention of the mi-
nistry is that all pilots must
get tested within a year The
framework for the same has
to be issued by the regulator
DGCA," said the minister.

No fare caps this
festive season

Alrfares will not be cap-
ped this fiestive seasonand the
aviation ministry will advise
airlines to keep the same at re-
asonable levels, said Naidu.
The recent hike being seen is
notduetospike indemand but
due to increased jet fuel pri-
ces. “We definitely make a po-
int to them (airlines) that du-
ring this festive season, you
have to ensure that fair prices
are Kept at a reasonable level
sothat people who want to tra-
vel, get to see the benefit,” the
minister said.
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No rule stops airport cos
from having airlines: Govt

Weighing Pros & Cons, No Decision Is Taken Yet: Naidu

Times News Network

New Delhl: Govt isweighing
the prosand consof allowing
airport operators such as
Adani Group, which opera-
tes Mumbai Airport, to run
an airline, although no deci-
sion has been taken vet. The
Delhi and Mumbai airports
went the PPP way in 2006 and
their “operation, manage-
ment and development agre-
ement” (OMDA) does not al-
low the operators to have be-
yond 10% stake inan alfdine.
Recently, the Adani Group
had sought anamendment to
the same.

“Govt is clear that India
needs more airlines, given
the number of airports go-
Ing to come up in India and
the demand. Our ambition is
to have at least five aidines
with at least 100 aircraft
each. So, if someone wants to
start an alrfline, govt sup-
portsthe idea. The lssue isan
airport (Mumbai and Delhi)
doing s0. We are examining
the pros and cons of the
same,” civil aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naldu said

Govt is clear that India needs more airlines, given the
number of airports going to come up in India and the
demand. Our ambition is to have at least five airlines
with at least 100 aircraft each. So, if someone wants
to start an airline, govt supports the idea

&% If BIAL (Bengaluru operator), which is a private
operator, wants to operate an airline, there is no rule

-y

stopping him

— QM MOHAN NAIDU | CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

here Tuesday.

Naldusaid nodecisionon
the Adani request has been
taken sofar. “We need tocrea-
te a system where the cons
(of allowing sucha move)are
taken care of Pros we know
As such in govt there is no
clause or rule anywhere
which stops airport opera-
tors from having airlines
other than the OMDA agree-
ment for Delhi and Mumbal.
If BIAL (Bengaluru opera-
tor), which isa private opera-
tor, wants to operate an alrli-
ne, there is no rule stopping
him. That’s why we have to
take a balanced approach,”
said Naiduw.

Adani’s request has divi-
ded the airline industry with

IndiGo promoter Rahul Bha-
tia opposing the move and
Akasa founder Vinay Dube
being lnfavour of the same.

The minister spole about
other issues at an UDAN
event. “Aviation ministry Alr-
ports Authority of India and
21 States and UTs (have) come
together and sign Molls to put
a greater focus on speed, sus-
tainability and long-term via-
bility of projects in the next
phaseof UDAN. .. 100 airports
‘will be developed under chal-
lenge mode over the next 10 ye-
ars,” Naldu said.

The cash-strapped airli-
ne’s woes have been moun-
ting and its passengers often

suffer delays running in se-
veral hours. “We are closely
monitoring SpiceJet'sopera-
tions and finances through
the aviation regulatory body
to ensure safety is not
compromised,” Naidusaid.

Dope test on pilots

“The intention of the mi-
nistry is that all pilots must
get tested within a year The
framework for the same has
to be issued by the regulator
DGCA," said the minister.

Nofare caps this
festive season

Alrfares will not be cap-
ped this fiestive seasonand the
aviation ministry will advise
airlines to keep the same at re-
asonable levels, said Naidu.
The recent hike being seen is
notduetospike indemand but
due to increased jet fuel pri-
ces. “We definitely make a po-
int to them (airlines) that du-
ring this festive season, you
have toensure that fair prices
are Kept at a reasonable level
s0that people who want to tra-
vel, get to see the benefit,” the
minister said.
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No rule stops airport cos
from having airlines: Govt

Weighing Pros & Cons, No Decision Is Taken Yet: Naidu

Times News NETwork

New Delhl: Govt isweighing
the prosand cons of allowing
alrport operators such as
Adani Group, which opera-
tes Mumbai Alrport, to run
an airline, although no deci-
sion has been taken yet. The
Delhi and Mumbai airports
went the PPP way in 2006 and
their “operation, manage-
meint and development agre-
ement” (OMDA) does not al-
low the operators to have be-
yoind 10% stake In an aidine.
Recently, the Adani Group
had sought an amendment to
the same.

“Govt Is clear that India
needs more alrlines, given
the number of airports go-
ing to come up in India and
the demand. Our ambition is
to have at least five aldines
with at least 100 aircraft
each. So, if someone wantsto
start an alrline, govt sup-
portsthe idea. The lssue isan
alrport (Mumbai and Delhi)
doing s0. We are examining
the pros and cons of the
same,” civil aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu said

stopping him

Govt is clear that India needs more airlines, given the
number of airports going to come up in India and the
demand. Our ambition is to have at least five airlines
with at least 100 aircraft each. So, if someone wants
! tostart an airline, govt supports the idea
&6 If BIAL {(Bengaluru operator), which is a private
operator, wants to operate an airline, there is no rule

—RAM MOHAN MAIDU | CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

here Tuesday.

Maidusaid nodecisionon
the Adani request has been
takensofar “We need tocrea-
te a system where the cons
(of allowing sucha move)are
taken care of. Pros we know
As such in govt there is no
clause or rule anywhere
which stops airport opera-
tors from having airlines
other than the OMDA agree-
ment for Delhi and Mumbai.
If BIAL (Bengaluru opera-
tor), which isa private opera-
tor, wants to operate an alrli-
ne, there 1s no rule stopping
him. That’s why we have to
take a balanced approach,”
said Naiduw.

Adani’s request has divi-
ded the airline industry with

IndiGo promoter Rahul Bha-
tia opposing the move and
Akasa founder Vinay Dube
being infavour of the same.

The minister spoke about
other issues at an UDAN
event. “Aviation ministry, Alr-
ports Authority of India and
21 States and UT's (have) come
together and sign MoUs to put
a greater focus on speed, sus-
tainability and long-term via-
bility of projects in the next
phaseof UDAN. . . 100airports
will be developed under chal-
lenge mode over the next 10 ye-
ars,” Naldusaid.

The cash-strapped airli-
ne’s woes have been moun-
ting and its passengers often

suffer delays running in se-
veral hours. “We are closely
monitoring SpiceJet'sopera-
tions and finances through
the aviation regulatory body
to ensure safety is not
compromised,” Naidu said.

Dope test on pilots

“The intention of the mi-
nistry is that all pilots must
get tested within a year. The
framework for the same has
to be issued by the regulator
DGCA," said the minister.

Mo fare caps this
festive season

Alrfares will not be cap-
ped this festive season and the
aviation ministry will advise
airfinestokeep the same at re-
asonable levels, said Naidu.
The recent hike being seen is
notduetospike indemand but
due to increased jet fuel pri-
ces. “We definitely make a po-
int to them (airlines) that du-
ring this festive season, you
have toensure that fair prices
are kept at a reasonable level
sothat people who want totra-
vel, et to see the benefit,” the
minister said.



_ AN

Head faa=aws wifdewor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

MUMEAT

23 SEPTEMEER 2026

No rule stops airport cos
from having airlines: Govt

Weighing Pros & Cons, No Decision Is Taken Yet: Naidu

Times News Network

New Delhl: Govt isweighing
the prosand cons of allowing
airport operators such as
Adani Group, which opera-
tes Mumbai Airport, to run
an airline, although no deci-
sion has been taken vet. The
Delhi and Mumbai airports
went the PPP way in 2006 and
their “operation, manage-
ment and development agre-
ement” (OMDA) does not al-
low the operators to have be-
yond 10% stake inan alfdine.
Recently, the Adani Group
had sought anamendment to
the same.

“Govt is clear that India
needs more airlines, given
the number of airports go-
Ing to come up in India and
the demand. Our ambition is
to have at least five aidines
with at least 100 aircraft
each. So, if someone wants to
start an alrfline, govt sup-
portsthe idea. The lssue isan
airport (Mumbai and Delhi)
doing s0. We are examining
the pros and cons of the
same,” civil aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naldu said

stopping him

Govt is clear that India needs more airlines, given the
number of airports going to come up in India and the
demand. Our ambition is to have at least five airlines
with at least 100 aircraft each. So, if someone wants
to start an airline, govt supports the idea

| &@ If BIAL (Bengaluru operator), which is a private
operator, wants to operate an airline, there is no rule

— QM MOHAN NAIDU | CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

here Tuesday.

Naldusaid nodecisionon
the Adani request has been
taken sofar. “We need tocrea-
te a system where the cons
(of allowing sucha move)are
taken care of Pros we know
As such in govt there is no
clause or rule anywhere
which stops airport opera-
tors from having airlines
other than the OMDA agree-
ment for Delhi and Mumbal.
If BIAL (Bengaluru opera-
tor), which isa private opera-
tor, wants to operate an alrli-
ne, there is no rule stopping
him. That’s why we have to
take a balanced approach,”
said Naiduw.

Adani’s request has divi-
ded the airline industry with

IndiGo promoter Rahul Bha-
tia opposing the move and
Akasa founder Vinay Dube
being lnfavour of the same.

The minister spole about
other issues at an UDAN
event. “Aviation ministry Alr-
ports Authority of India and
21 States and UTs (have) come
together and sign Molls to put
a greater focus on speed, sus-
tainability and long-term via-
bility of projects in the next
phaseof UDAN. .. 100 airports
‘will be developed under chal-
lenge mode over the next 10 ye-
ars,” Naldu said.

The cash-strapped airli-
ne’s woes have been moun-
ting and its passengers often

suffer delays running in se-
veral hours. “We are closely
monitoring SpiceJet'sopera-
tions and finances through
the aviation regulatory body
to ensure safety is not
compromised,” Naidu said.

Dope test on pilots

“The intention of the mi-
nistry is that all pilots must
get tested within a year The
framework for the same has
to be issued by the regulator
DGCA," said the minister.

Nofare caps this
festive season

Alrfares will not be cap-
ped this fiestive seasonand the
aviation ministry will advise
airlines to keep the same at re-
asonable levels, said Naidu.
The recent hike being seen is
notduetospike indemand but
due to increased jet fuel pri-
ces. “We definitely make a po-
int to them (airlines) that du-
ring this festive season, you
have toensure that fair prices
are Kept at a reasonable level
s0that people who want to tra-
vel, get to see the benefit,” the
minister said.
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Adani Airports aims to reduce
user fees to ‘bare minimum’

—
Aneesh Phadnis

Murnkbai

The Adani Group has drawn
IJFI d Hirat I:E:}' 1) T'I_'I'j'I.H.'L' Pﬂ.\-
senger user fees atr its air-
ports to bare minimum by
sealing up non-acronautical
husiness and cty side devel-
opment, CEO of its Airports
Business Arun Bansal said on
Wednesday,

The Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority
[AERA}) determines aero-
nautical tariffs at major air-
ports  including  landing
charges and user develop
ment fees. Under the current
regulatory  framework, 30
per cent of non-aeronautical
meome of airports is used to
crogs subsidise asronautical

Aeronautical charges con-
tributed to 60 per cont of the
company's revenue at its
eight airports, Bansal had
said last year, By 2030, the
revenue profile of the air-
ports will change and 70 per

® TURNING
TABLES

By 2030, the company
is aiming to change
its revenue mix, with
non-aercnautical
sources such as retail,
food and beverape,
and advertising
accounting for 70 per
cent of the top line

cent of revenue will come
from non-aeronautical
sourees, he said at the 58I
Banking and Economics

Conclave 2026 on
Wednesday,
AVIATION HUES

Bansal remarked that the
proup's ambition is to bring
regulatory charges for pas
sengers 50 low that they be-
come irrelevant.

Earlier this month, Adani
group raised $1 billion by
selling 5.5 per cent stake in
its airports business. Funds
raised from share sale will be

used for expansion of MNavi
Mumbai and other airports.
The group has deawn up §10
billion capex plan to expand
alrports.

Bansal said the aim is to
keep  infrastructure  ready
considering massive aircraft
orders placed by Indian car-
ricrs. The West Asia crisis
that highliphted India®s de-
pendence on hubs like Dubai
and Doha has also pushed the
government to fast track In-
dia’s ambitions o develop
aviation hubs.

NAVI MUMBEAI AIRFORT
The Navi Mumbai airport
has the potential and is being
planned as a hub, he said,
adding that the group also
wishes to have US immigra-
tion pre-clearance facilities
there. *It has to be a govern-
ment decision. If it agrees we
will do necessary infrastruc-
ture works."”

The group also wants air-
lines to shift 30 per cent of its
international flights from
Mumbai to Navi Mumbai
alrport.
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CIAL strengthens Far East link with
four more weekly services to Bangkok

—
Ouwr Bureau
ochi

Cochin International Air-
port's connectiviry to key in-
ternational and  domestic
destimutions with new ser-
vices marked in this year's
winter schedule,

This includes four weekly
services to Banghkok by Adr
Indiz Express; daily link to
Fufalrah by Inditio; and o
Dubai, Dammam and Kuwait
by Akasa Air..

On the domestic sector,
IndiGowill operace daily ser
vices to Kolksta and
Thinrvananthapuram.

The winter schedule com-
meneing from Cerober 26 to
March 28, 2027 fearures a
total of 1,766 scheduled
weekly flight  movements,
comprising 845 arrivals and

The Bangkok service will be operated by Air Inda Express,

#81 departures. The sched-
ule connects Kochi with 32
girport  destinations — 13
domestic and 19 intcrna-
tional by 28 airlines, with an
average of around 252 sched-
uled fAight movements a day,

ClAL already has con-
nectivity w0 Banghkok-Ton
Mueang, Kuoala Lumpur,

Singapore, Male and
Colombo, with the existing
schedule  providing 53

weekly arrivals from  sic
South and Southeast Asian
destinations,

REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY
§ Suhas, Mangaging Directar,
CIAL said, “We have plans o

further enhance the passen-
ger expericnce, including
services such as home bag-
pagre  collectlon and  im-
proved facilities for passen-
gers  requiring  apecial
assistance,” he said.

WINTER SCHEDULE

The airport’s winter sched-
ule will further connect Ko
chi with 13 airports scross
the Gulf region, including
Abu  Dhabi, Dubal, Doha,
Kuwait, Rivadh, Muscat,
Sharjah, Jeddah, Bahrain,
ammam, Fujairah, Ras Al
Khaimah and Salalah, ac
counting for 327 weekly ur-
rivals. CIAL's domestic net-
waork comprises 13
destinations and 465 weckly
arrivals, with Bengalura,
Mumbai, Delhi, Hyvderubud
and Chennai among the des-
tinations by frequency.
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New York airport resumes flights

*» Flights were taking off
and landing at New York
City-area airports Tues-
day with some delays and
cancellations, after hours
of disruptions resulting
from damaged commu-
nications lines at a key air
traffic control facility in
Philadelphia that were
later repaired, AP/PTI
reports from New York,
Hundreds of flights
were cancelled through-
out the US Northeast on
Monday, including more
than 600 into and out of

Newark Liberty Inter-
national Airport, as the
outage hit every major
airport in the New York
City area. Transportation
Secretary Sean Duffy also
said in an online post that
“itwill take some time to
clear all existing delays”
despite the repairs.

The Newark airport
showed about 40 delays
and nearly 60 cancel-
lations early Tuesday,
according to Flightaware.
com, a global Might track-
ing and aviation data site,
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Phased T1 shutdown to test
Mumbai airport’s capacity

AKBAR MERCHAMT
Mumbai, September 23

HMUMBA| AIRPORTS PHASED
Terminal 1 redewelopment lsset
o put pressume on available
capacity with Adani Alrports
IwEinmnH the shuddown of sex

thons of the terninalfrom lana

ary Airlineswill hawet be flexibil

Ity toshift opemtions to Mumbal
Aurport T2 ifthere is availalality,
Navi Murmibai International Air

part {MMIA) or other almports
thuring the redevelopmaent.

Anin Bansal, CEO Adanidir-
port Holdings, said the opemtor
cannotdelyy the redevelopment
astheexistingterminal needsto
be demolished and rebuil.
“From thch:g inning, of [pnua 1y
one-third of T1 will be shut
dovwi. Twao- thirds a little Laber
and, furtherahead, the entreT1
will b shuit down andd redevel -
oped,” Bansal said.

The phased closure will
mequire airlines to accommao
date thelr operations else-
where, Bansal said carriers
could move to NMLA or other
atrports |'||:|'||;"n.d|r|g om their
pperational  requirements,
“They have a choice to po any
whereor sto popemtions. When
the NOTAM is over,when the
terminalisback, theycn start,”

e sk

The smport opematorwillnot
dictate where airlincs move
their operations, Bansal said,
"We can never tell aidines. Air
IJI’EL II...I.UL" b II.I.J.kE' thsir own
decimons based on their bun
s o, e sald.

Adana hqﬂt_\hﬂ\g'rw'nair
lines advance motice to plan for
the s hetchowm, “We have totell
them in advance. 5o, theyhave
aroind sixmont s of planning”
Bansal said. He also ruled owt
LIELI!.I'IEI.":: the demalithn n
mesponse to airline requests,
“They say, can you debyy theT1
demolition? We say, sofry. can

ARUN BAMSAL,
CEQ, ATANI AIRFORT HOLDMOS

Atrlines haveacholce

to go anywhere or stop

nol” he waid. Bansal zaid the
mdevelopment is necessary
giventheconditionof the exist-
mgterminal and the need tooe
ate moderncapacty s Mumbal
airport The opemtor has alsn
told abrfines that they can move
o Nt Mumibai whenewrthey
want, while feadback from car-
ners o infmstmcture is hr'inE
addmwmed "We have told airlines
that they can move to Nad
Mumbai whenever they wanit,”
Ransal sadd.

MIAL has planmed the first
phaseafT1 demolition for Janu-
ary 15, 2027, with traffic to be
redistributed toT 2 and NMIA
ahead of theshartdown,

The capadty pressure will
coincidewit hchanges to NMum
bal alrport’s cargo opemt bons.
Adani Adrporis expects all
frel ghteroperations tomove o
WMLIA before October 15 how-

"ll see dealys,

& will also niped to be rhuit,
@. with the| redevelopment

eversources el FE thatthiswill
12 existing cargn

irport

terminal at Mumbai

expected to fake around three

yeam, "We need to tear
Wil cargo. We
ave o make a
w cargn termi
wal, which will
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State mulls clubbing FSI for rdvpt

in Mumbai ai

BMC to submit report
on where additional
FSI should be granted
to developers and
how it should be used

Saurabha Kulshreshtha

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Maharashtra
government is mulling a pro-
posal that would make the rede-
velopment of thousands of old
buildings in the Mumbai air-
port’s funnel zone financially
viable for builders—by allowing
the clubbing of FSL

According to officials aware
of the developments, the pro-
posal involves allowing devel-
opers to club the unutilised
floor-space index (FSI) from a
funnel-zone redevelopment
with another project. The state
will decide on the proposal after
receiving a report from the Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) on where such
additional FSI should be

granted and how it should be
used, officials said.

The issue affects thousands
of decades-old, dilapidated
buildings in areas such as Vile
Parle, Santacruz and Kurla,
which are in the funnel zone or
flight path of the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA). Buildings in
the funnel zone have height
restrictions, which prevent
developers from using the
entire FSI otherwise available to
a redevelopment project, mak-
ing the projects financially unvi-
able. FSI determines how much
floor area can be constructed on
a plot in relation to its size.

A policy decision on the mat-
ter has been pending for several
years. Among the options dis-
cussed have been allowing the
unutilised FSI to be converted
into transferable development
rights (TDR), which is essen-
tially a tradable certificate, and
concessions in the permissible
height restrictions.

Now, the state government is
mulling a proposal involving
clubbing of FSI. “According to

ol

%
st .--— '-_‘._' 7
- hﬂl Ll
i
- ’l!

which prevent developers from using the entire FSI otherwise

available to a redevelopment project.

the proposal, a developer can
use the balance F5I from the
funnel zone elsewhere in Mum-
bai. This proposal is based on a
similar concept used in the
redevelopment of cessed Mhada
buildings under Regulation
33(7), clause 22, which permits
developers to integrate two or
more separate projects into a
single unified plan to maximise
the viability of the project.” said

HT ARCHIVE

an official aware of the develop-
ments.

For instance, if a redevelop-
ment project is entitled to
10,000 sq ft of FSI but height
restrictions allow the developer
to construct only 7,000 sq ft, the
remaining 3,000 sq ft can be
used in another project outside
the funnel zone.

“Legislators Parag Alavani
and Amit Satam raised the issue

rport funnel zone

in a meeting with chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis,” said
another official familiar with
the matter. “Accordingly, the
urban development department
has sought a report from the
BMC. As the BMC is the plan-
ning authority in Mumbai, it
will give its opinion on where
the FSI potential for buildings
affected by funnel zone restric-
tions should be granted and
how it should be utilised. It
should also examine whether
the additional FSI can be
merged with adjoining or
nearby developments,” the offi-
cial added.

Alavani, an MLA from Vile
Parle, said the BMC's report is
awaited. “Chief minister Fadna-
vis and deputy CM Eknath
Shinde are positive on the issue
of redevelopment of old build-
ings falling in the funnel zone of
Mumbai airport. Various
options were discussed so far.
Now, | hope that the clubbing of
FSI proposal would resolve this
long pending issue once the
BMC submits its report,” he
said.
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8 HELD AT DELHI'S
IGI AIRPORT FOR

SMUGGLING 6.5KG
GOLD FROM DUBAI

Snehil Sinha

snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Customs officials
arrested eight passengers for
allegedly smuggling around
6.5kg of gold worth nearly 39
crore from Dubai to Delhi, offi-
cials aware of the matter said on
Wednesday.

According to officials, the cus-
toms department received a tip-
off regarding the gold on Emir-
ates flight EK 514, which arrived
at Indira Gandhi International
Airport from Dubai on Septem-
ber 21. A search of the flight was
carried out, and gold was recov-
ered in the form of chains con-
cealed in three small bags placed
under two flight seats, officials
said. According to customs offi-
cials, the recovered chains had
been sprayed with silver and
black-coloured material , to alter
their appearance.

“Our officers conducted a
thorough search of the aircraft
after it arrived from Dubai. The
recovery of the gold led to the
identification and subsequent
arrest of eight passengers,
including a woman who had
travelled on the same flight,” a
customs official said.

Investigators said the arrested
passengers allegedly followed a
distinct modus operandi to
transport gold from Dubai to
India. The group frequently trav-
elled to Dubai purportedly to
attend exhibitions and would
allegedly bring gold back by
wearing it as chains or other
jewellery. Investigators said they
are now examining the travel
history of those arrested, their
links with other individuals and
the source and intended destina-
tion of the seized gold. All
accused were produced before
the Patiala House court and sent
to judicial custody for 14 days.
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CM PLEASED WITH WILDLIFE CONSERVATION WORK
Suvendu announces tourism push,

plans new airport for Alipurduar

MPOST BUREAU
Alipurduar/Cooch Behar/
Jalpaiguri, September 22

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Tuesday
announced plans to
develop Alipurduar as an
international tourism des-
tination, citing the region’s
immense potential.

Addressing a press
conference at Madarihat,
Adhikari announced that
an Mol would be signed
with Union Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Ram-
mohan Naidu on Septem-
ber 28 for construction
of a civil airport at Hasi-
mara, which is expected
to boost travel and rour-
ism in the Dooars.

After visiting Jaldapara
National Park, Adhikari
said he was pleased with

» The proposed Hasimara airport

is expected to boost travel and
tourism in the Dooars

» After visiting Jaldapara

National Park, Adhikari praised
wildlife conservation efforts
and ordered reconstruction

of the burnt Hollong Forest
Bungalow by March 2027

Suvendu Adhikari at Jaldapara National Park P

the wildlife conservation
work there and directed
authorities to complete
reconstruction of the burnt
Hollong Forest Bungalow
by March 2027,

He arrived at Cooch
Behar Airport by helicop-

» The district administration has

prepared a budget of around Rs
2 crore for development of the
Madan Mohan Temple

ter and offered prayers at
the historic Madan Mohan
Temple. He later said the
district administration
had prepared a budget of
around Rs 2 crore for its
development.

On Cooch Behar Air-

port, Adhikari said he
would meet Naidu on Sep-
tember 28 to discuss its
development and infra-
structure. “l want to
develop Cooch Behar. Give
me a year. Cooch Behar
will witness CONTINUED ON PE

Suvendu

all-round development,” he
said.

He chaired an administrative
meeting at Rabindra Bhavan,
where law and order, the bor-
der situation, infrastructure and
development issues were dis-
cussed. He directed the police
to be more active and stressed
the need to provide land to the
BSF for border security.

“Land must also be provided
to the BSF to secure the bor-
ders,” he said.

In Jalpaiguri, Adhikari inau-
gurated the Murti Bridge and
announced Rs 330 crore for
various development projects,
including initiatives linked to
the tea industry. He also said
efforts were underway to reopen
closed tea gardens. Adhikari said
he would return to Alipurduar
to inaugurate the new district
court building and visit Buxa
on October 2 for the release of
a tiger.

Meanwhile, on World Rhino
Day, around 142 kg of seized
rhino horns and other wildlife
body parts were destroyed at a
Forest Department programme
at the Subhashini Tea Garden
ground in Kalchini. Elephant
tusks, deer antlers, leopard
skins and other wildlife parts
were also destroyed in the pres-
ence of school students.

“Wildlife must be protected
from poachers. Wildlife body
parts seized in connection with
poaching will be destroyed
through incineration,” Adhikari
said.He later undertook a jeep
safari at Jaldapara National Park
and named two elephant calves
‘Chaitanya’ and *Sulakshana’.
Three rhinos, including a calf,
along with bison and deer were
sighted at the Hollong glade.
Rain, however, forced him to
cut short the safari.
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City airport boosts standing as global
aviation hub, p]aced at 28th position

5 LALITHA @ MNew Deihi

THE Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, operated by Del-
hi International Airport Lim-
ited (DIAL}, has strengthened
its position as India’s principal
global aviation gateway by con-
necting 160 destinations, in-
cluding 70 international ones.
An official release on Wednes-
day said that a network of 70
airlines, including six domestic
carriers, operawe at IGIA with
15 lakh passengers transferred
EVery maonth.

An international index, Meg-
ahubs 2026, which assessed 201
airports across the world, has
ranked Delhi airport 28th. IGLA
is the only Indian airport to fig-
ure in the list and is placed
even ahead of Dubai when it
comes to the top 30 connected
airports in the world.

According to the release,
*“The airport’s growing hub
strength is reflected in the OAG
Megahubs Index 2028, where
Delhi Airport has climbed 11
places to 2&th plobally, from
39th in 2025 in just one vear™

Delhi’s hub model is distinct-
Iv Indian - a vast domestic net-
work feeding an expanding in-
ternational network. The
airport handles approximately
50,000 transfer passengers eve-

Flight from London
turns back amid snag

A Delhi-bound IndiGo flight
with owver 250 passengers from
London made an air turnback
shortly after take-off =arly on
Wednesday due to a technical
issue detected on board. An
emergency was declared,
following which the aircraft
was given a priority landing at
London Haathrow Airport and
all passengers disembarked
safely. Indigo attributed tha
incident to a technical issue.

ry day, or nearly 1.5 million a
month, highlighting its prow-
ing role as the connecting
bridge between India's cities
and the world.

The Airport has recently
added international connectiv-
ity to Beijing and Namangan,
Uzbekistan, while strengthen-

ing its domestic network with
new connections to Bareilly,
Daman, Ambikapur, Halwara
(Ludhiana)and Kishangarh.

Delhi’s network increasingly
brings India's metros, Tier-2
and Tier-3 cities inta the global
aviation system. Passengers
from cities such as Jaipur, Luc-
know, Patna, Ranchi, Indore,
Bhubaneswar and Guwahati
can use Delhi as a gateway to
markets across Europe, North
America, Southeast Asia, Aus-
tralia, the Middle East and Cen-
tral Asia.

Delhi is simultaneouslv ex-
panding its international foot-
print towards the East and
West. Philippine Airlines is ex-
pected to launch Delhi-Manila
services by mid-November
2096, making Delhi its first In-
dian destination. EVA Air will
commence Delhi-Taipei serv-
ices from December 1, 2026, es-
tablishing Delhi's first direct
connectivity to Taiwan. “Dis-
cussions are underway with
airlines from Russia and Mon-
golia for potential direct con-
nectivity” the release added.

DIAL CEQ Pradesp Panicker
said, “Our model connects In-
dia’s cities with the world while
bringing global destinations
closer to India’s vast and grow-
ing passenger base™
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Govt weighs
airport stakes
in airlines

THE TELEGREAPH

New Delhi: Civil aviation min-
Ister K. Rammohan Naidu on
Tuesday sald the government
Wikl assoss the “pros and cons™
of the proposal for airport op-
erators owning stakes in air-
Hnes and decide on a balanced
approach.

As the government
on Tuesday signed agree-
ments for the next phase of
the regional connectivity
programme UDAN, Naidu
sald India alms to become a
global aviation hub while en-
suring the safety of passen-
gers and reasomable alrfares.

To make full use of the
strong travel demand, Indla’s
aviation sector needs at least
five alrlines operating with 100
alreraft each, he sald, adding
the ministry supports the am-
bition given the country’s slize
and g alrport network.

“8o, It 1s Important for us
to plan not only for the aspi-
rations today, but for Viksit
Bharat 2047 also,” he sald.

To g query on the Adant
group seeking toown a stake in
an afriine, Maidu said one thing
from the gOVernment 1s clear:
the country needs more alr-
lines. “Now, alrports and air-
lnes operating wgether need
some deliberatlon on that. We
are going to see the pros and
thecons of 1t " he sald.

The first Mdea, he sald, 1s
B3 provide the passenger with
more alriines as an option. And
If ihere is someone whols Inter-
ested In dolng It, then the gov-
ernment supports the idea, the
minister sakd, adding that there
is no clause or rule that stops
airport operators from having
airlines other than the OMDA

N

E. Rammohan Naida

(operation, management and
development agreement).

“50, DIAL, which 1s still a
private operator, if it wants to
operate an alrline, then there
Is no rule as such that 1s stop-
ping them. So, that 18 why we
have to see; we have to take a
balanead approach,” he sald.
SpiceJet's woes
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation Is carrylng out
operational and financial
scrutiny of budgei carrier
SplcaJat toensure that passen-
gers o not face any Inconven-
fence, Matdn sald.

As SpieaJet grapples with
multdple headwinds leading to
frequent fMght delays and oper-
atbonal issues, Naidu alsomade
It clear that the minkstry has
Imitations in Intervening in
theaffairs of a private carrier.

Reasonable airfares

The government will not cap
airfares for the upcoming fes-
tival season, but will advise
alrlines 1o Keep the prices red-
sonahle, Naidn said.
Operating costs for avia-
thon compantes have risen die
to higher fuel costs, he added,
FT
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Elevated corridor planned
for dedicated airport access

Niyati.Parikh
@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: On the lines of
international airports In
Mumbai and Delhi, the Sar-
dar Vallabhbhail Patel Inter-
national (SVFI) Alrport in
Ahmedabad is set to get dedi-
cated entry and exit routes.
Sources privy to the develop-
ment said an elevated corri-
dor has been proposed from
Indira Bridge Circle to Flag
Circle at the airport tobypass
city traffic at Ummed Clrcle
while entering the airport
premises.

The proposed corridor
will separate airport-bound
vehicles from traffic on the
busy airport road. A detailed
road network plan has been
prepared by the alrport ope-
rator; following which Initial
rounds of meetings were held
with civic body officials, a so-
urce confirmed.

The corridor has been di-
vided into three stretches —
one within the airport boun-
dary and another from Flag
Clrcletolndira Bridge Circle.
Finalisation of the third
stretch is still under way and

TAKING THE

AHMEDABAD

is expected to comprise two
bridges across Sabarmati
and ramps extending to-
wards Indira Circle on the
Gandhinagar side.

“The approach road from
Alrport Circle carries signifi-
cant traffic, not just that of
people moving from Gandhi-
nagar and Hansol towards
Shahibaug but also the other
way round. This is over and
above regular passenger traf-
fic towards the airport. The
existingarrangement results
in airport-bound and thro-
ugh traffic converging on the
same road,” the source told
TOL

Conservative estimates

sugeest that at least 14,000
cars move in and out of SVFI
airport campus daily Sour-
ces told T'OI that the plan also
involves land currently un-
der the ministry of defence.

In Oct 2025, TOI reported
that AMC and airport autho-
rities were examining pro-
bable elevated corridors and
alternative approachroadsto
address congestion around
thealrport.

However, a more detailed
road network plan is now be-
ing worked out, which also in-
cludes provisions for an air-
port cargo logistics centre
and connections towards In-
diraCircle.
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T3 demolition marks start
of SVPI's blgge 5t expamlon

@hmusnﬁnd ia.com

Ahmedabad: Demolitionof
the T3 building at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional (SVPI) Airporthasbe-
guntomake way for a new in-
tegrated terminal building
(NITB), marking the start of
the airport’s biggest termi-
nal infrastructure expan-
sion.

The NITE is partof apha-
sed redevelopment plan to
expand Ahmedabad air-
port’s passenger-handling
capacity to 2 crore passeng-
ers annually, compared with
the combined

and excavation work are
now under way as the site is
cleared for construction,”
sald a source familiar with
the development.

The NITB is

capacity of

NITB COMING UP deslgneﬂ to

around 1 crore
at the existing T1 and T2 ter-
minals. Thefacility is expec-
ted to become operational by
2029-2030.

“The first phase is being
built on the site adjoining
the existing domestic termi-
nal and extending from the
T3 side. Demolition of T3

bring domestic
and International opera-
tions under one roof.

The plans include larger
check-in areas, additional
security checkpoints, big-
ger lounges and DigiYatra
infrastructure to facilitate
faster passenger movement.

The project cost is esti-

mated at more than Rs 3,000
crore, according to submis-
slons made by the alrport
operator to Airports Econo-
mic Regulatory Authority
(AERA). The final estimate,
however, may vary.

AERA officials recently
met at SVPI Alrport to revi-
ew the ongoing work and
plans for the NITE.

The redevelopment will
alsorequire changes to some
existing alrport facilities.
The GujSAIL terminal is
proposed to be shifted to
another location to free up
space for the NITB. The relo-
cation, however, will be un-
dertaken in the second pha-
se, asourcefamiliar withthe
development said.

The airport expansion
aims to meet projected
passenger growth and sup-
port Ahmedabad’s long-
term international connec-
tivity needs.

The city isalso scheduled
to host the 2030 Commonwe-
alth Games.



_ AN
"I fAa=gas uifdsyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA CHENNATI 23 SEPTEMBER 2026

Flight makes

landing in city

Chennai: A VietJet Air
lines flight fromm Ho Chi
Minh City to Colombo with
143 passengers on board
made an emergency land-
ing at Chennai airport on
Tuesday night after an en-
gine of the A3H aircraft
failed.

There were no reports
of injuriestothe 143 passen-
gers and crew on board. A
full emergency was de-
clared here at 9 55pm and all
measares under the Air-
port Emergency Plan were
activated. The aircraft, op-
crating as VJC1875, landed
safely at 10 27pm and taxied
under its own power to
parkingstand 44, airport of-
ficialssaid.

The full emergency was
withdrawn at 10.35pm. The
aireraft would be inspected
toascertain the canse of the
engine failure, said airport
SOUFCEs. THM
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TAKE A GANDER

FLIGHT MODE: Pallikaranai's Narayanapuram lake, cleared of invasive water hyacinth {Eichhomia
crassipes) and other aquatic weeds, is witnessing an increase in bird activity, offering a healthier
habitat for waterbirds
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Warangal & Adilabad
airports to reflect T
heritage, says CM

Roushan.Ali@timesofindiacom

Hyderabad: Chief minister A Revanth Red-
dy on Tuesday directed officials to ensure
that the upcoming airports at Warangal and
Adilabad, as well as the new Telangana Bha-
van in New Delhi, reflect Telangana's rich
cultore and heritage. He instructed officials
to stady the architectoral and seulptural sty-
les of the Kakatiya Kala Thoranam, Ramap-
pa Temple and Pillalamarri Terple, which
embody the state's history and calhwe, ard
incorporate elements of Telangana's herita-
e into the new constructions.

The CM held a review meeting on the pro-
posed constraction of the Adilabad and Wa-
rangal airports and the Telangana Bhavan in
Delhi. Officials briefed the CM on variouns lo-
gistical issues at the airport sites, including
the shifting of power lines, diversion of stro-
ams ard roads, and the relocation of BSNL1i-
nes and drinking water supply pipelines.

AIMIM president and Hyderabad MP
Asaduddin Owaisi on Toesday urged CM A |
Revanth Reddy toname the Mammoorairport
n Warangal after freedom fighter Moulvi Sy-
ed Alanddin, a native of the erstwhile Wa- :
rangal district. In a lottor to the CM, Owaisi |
stated that the Mamnoor airport was built in
the 19s under the rule of the Nizams for the
benefit of the paper industry in Warangal.
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We don’t want to compete with
customers: Adani Airports CEO

Tmaes News NeETwork

Mumbal: Adani Airports
CEO Arun Bansal said the
company does not want to
compete with its airline cus-
tomers and has enough op-
portunities in theairport bu-
siness, aday after govt said it
was examining the pros and
consof allowing airport ope-
rators such as Adani Group
torunaliines.

“As alrport CEO, I would
not like to compete with my
own customers. My hands
are full,” Bansal said at SBI
Banking and Economics
Conclave. Bansal said the
growth opportunity in Indi-
a's aviation sector was large
enough for Adani Alrports
to focus its bandwidth onex-

panding its airport opera-
tions rather than entering
theairine business.

“India will be the fastest-
growing aviation market in
Adani Airports is

the second-largest
airport operator
globally by
passenger traffic,
according to Bansal

the world over the next 10 ye-
arsand will be among the top
twomarkets,” hesaid. Adani
Alirports currently handles
about 100 million passengers
and Bansal said the compa-
ny expected India’s aviation
sector to grow substantially
over the next two decades.

With GDP potentially gro-
wing eightfold in 20 years
and aviation growing faster
than GDF, the sector could
expand about tenfold, he sa-
Id. “If we are able to capture
that, we will be number one
In the world, " Bansal said.

Adani Airports is alrea-
dy the second-largest air-
port operator globally by
passenger traffic, according
t0 Bansal. The company ope-
rates airports  including
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Luck-
now, Thiruvananthapuram,
Jalpur, Guwahatl and Navi
Mumbai.

Bansal said the company
planned to lnvest about $11
billion in airport infrastruc-
ture in India over the next fi-
Ve Vears.
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IndiGo’s market share slips in
August, Air India Group gains

FLIGHT PATH. Overall domestic air traffic falls 6.3% on year to 1.217 crore passengers

—
Cur Buresu
Mew Dethi

Airline major IndiCzo's share
of domestic air passenger
market slipped in August,
while the Air India Group
gruined ground, even as over-
all passenger traffic declined
F-OV

According to data released
by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), In-
diGo carried .87 lakh pas
sengers during August 2026,
accounting for a5 per cont of
the market, down from 674
per cent in July.

The Adr India Group, com-
prising Air India and Air In
din Express, increased its
combined market share to
26.7 per cent from 24 per
cent in July after carrying
3232 lakh passengers,

Meanwhile, Akasa Adr held
its market share steady at 5.5
per cent after carrving 6.68
lakh passengers, while Spice-
Jet's share fell further to 1.2

Market share & Dass5ENHEET Ird
[Auqust 20267
Marint  Passengors
Alrling shuire carried
%) (lakh)
IndiGn B5.0 T4.87
Air India Group 6.7 1232
Akasa Air 55 6.68
Spicedet 1.2 1.40
Star Alr 0.7 0.84
Flyal 0.5 0.58
Allianca Alr 15 .57
IndiaCne Alr 0.a 0.0
Tatal 18 12126

Sources GCY | Total passengers: 1.21 crore
Figares rounded; ndividual entries may sol add up S the ol

per cent. Star Air, Fly91 and
Alliance Air accounted for
0.7 per cent, 0.5 per cent and
(1.5 per cent, respectively.

AIRLINE PERFORMANCE
Owverall, scheduled domestic
airlines carried around 1.21
crore passengers during Auw

gust, compared with around
1.29 crore passcngcrs rh:u‘inE

the corresponding period of
last vear, a y-ov decline of
about 6.3 per cent. On a 2e-
quential basis, traffic rose
marginally from around 1.20
crore passengers in Tuly,

For the January-August
2026 period, domestic air
lines carried around 1105
CTaTe passengers, compared
with 11.07 crore passcngers

during the corresponding
period of last year, s marginal
decline of 0,18 per cent.

Industry observers told
businessitne that traffic re-
mained largely flat sequen-
tially during the lean mon-
soon travel season, with
passenger lowd Factors de-
clining across most airlines
during  August  compared
with July.

Om the other hand, Akaza
Adr recorded the highest pas-
senger load factor during Au
gust 2026 at B7.6 per cent,
followed by Spicelet (79.9
per cent), IndiGo (79.2 per
cent] and the Air India
Group (77 per oent) Be-
sides, Fiv?l and [ndiaOne
Air were the only carriers w
improve their load factors
during the month, at 75.0 per
cent and 475 per cont,
respectively.

CANCELLATION RATE

Overall cancellation rate of
scheduled domestic airlines
during August 2026 stood at

104 per cent, with technical
reasons gecounting for shout
half of all cancellations ar
(0.2 per cent, followed by op
erational reasons (20,4 per
cent), miscellaneous reasons
(174 per cent) and weather-
refated disruptions (2.5 per
cent).

Spicefer recorded the
highest cancellation rate at
2092 per cent, followed by
IndiaOne Air (1060 per
cent) and Alliance Air (4.58
pet cent), while Akasa Adr re
corded the lowest at (07 per
cent. Tn all, 67462 passen-
gors were affected by cancel-
lations during the month,
with  pirlines  spemding
around ¥493.78 lakh on facilit
ation and compensation.

For on-time performance
at 10 major airperts, IndiGo
led at 91.5 per cent, followed
by Akasa Air (90,5 per cent)
and the Air India CGroup
(83,9 per cent}), while Alli
ance Alr stood at 71LB per
cent and Spicelet trailed at
17.9 per cent.
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Delhi-bound
IndiGo plane faces
technical issue

A Delhi-bound IndiGo
Dreamliner aircraft
returmed to London
Heathrow early
Wednesdayduetoa
technical issue, according
toa source. The Boeing 787-
g aircraft, operating flight
6E4 from London
Heathrow to Delhi, was
airbome for around an
hour before turning back,
as per the information
available on flight tracking
website Flightradar24.com.
The source said the aircraft
suffered a technical issue
and landed back safely at
London Heathrow. PTI
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Govt not to cap airfares for
festive season, says Naidu

Adds airlines to be advised
to keep rates reasonable

v

NEW DELHI, PTI

he Union Government
I will not cap airfares for
the upcoming festive
season, but will advise airlines
to keep the prices reasonable,
Civil Aviation Minister KRam-
mohan Naidu said on Tuesday,
even as he mentioned that op-
erating costs for aviation com-
panies haverisendueto higher
fuel costs.

Talking to reporters on the
sidelines of signing pacts for
the next phase of Udaan, the
minister said that in the past
also, the government has
handled the price situation in
terms of festivals orimportant
events.

“Weengage with theairlines
continuously; wealso havereg-
ular meetings with them. And
we definitely point it to them
that during this festive season,
you have toensure that the fair

prices are keptatareasonable
level so that the people who
want to travel, especially in
these important times, get to
see the benefit,” the minister
said.

He was responding to a
question if government would
imposeacaponairfaresduring
the forthcoming festive season.

He further said that the
ongoing West Asia crisis has
driven the ATF prices forward.

Fuel accounts for a massive
portion of an airline’s operat-
ing expense structure,

“This is not necessarily be-
cause of the festive season or
anything, butthereisan ongo-
ing crisis situation,” he said.

Naidu said ATF makes up
40-43% of airfares and even a
small rise in fuel costs directly
pushes up ticket prices.

Growing network
Separately, he said the govern-

= Centre won't cap

to keep prices
reasonable

with 100 aircraft each

FUTUREFLIGHT

| ® ATF accounts
festive-season fares, | for 40-43% of
but will urge airlines | airfare, pushing
| upairline

| operating costs

® Government eyes at least 5 airlines

We engage with the airlines
continuously; we also have regular
meetings with them. And we
definitely point it to them that
during this festive season, you

have to ensure that the fair prices are keptata
reasonable level so that the people who want to

airports planned, as
India seeks to expand
its airport network,
including smaller
towns

e
el

travel, especially in these important times, get

to see the benefit.
K Rammohan Naidu
Civil Aviation Minister

ment will assess the “pros and
cons” of the proposal for air-
port operators owning stakes
in airlines and decide on a bal-
anced approach.

He added that to make full
use of today's strong travel de-
mand, India’s aviation sector
needs at least five airlines op-

erating with 100 aircrafteach.

He said the ministry is ac-
tivelysupporting the ambition
given the country’s size and
growing airport network.

Naidu further said people,
even in small towns, want air-
ports in their vicinity.

“So, it is important for us

to plan not only for the aspi-
rations today, but for Viksit

Bharat 2047 too,” he said,

adding that India should

ideally have more than

350 airports.

To a query on the Adani
Group seeking to own a stake
in an airline, the minister
said one thing from the gov-
ernment is clear: the country
needs more airlines to come
into the picture.

“Now, airports and airlines
operating together need some
deliberation on that. We are
going to see the pros and the
consofit,” he said.

The first idea, he said, is to
provide the passenger with
moreairlines as an option.

Meanwhile, Naiduinformed
that the DGCA is carrying out
the operational and financial
scrutiny of budget carrier
Spicelet to ensure that pas-
sengers do not face any incon-
venience.

As Spicelet grapples with
multiple headwinds resulting
in frequent flight delays and
operational issues, Naidu
madeitclear that the Civil Avi-
ation Ministry has limitations
in intervening in the affairs of
a private carrier.
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(ET GRAPHICS|
Domestic Air Travel Loses Momentum,
TrafficFalls 6.3% InaYearto12.1m

August domestic air passenger traffic fell 6.34% from a year earlier to 12.12 million, according
to DGCA data. Passenger traffic for the first eight months of 2026 stood at 110.53 million,
marginally below the 110.72 million recorded in the same period last year. 1-x: Forum canpi

DOMESTIC AIR PASSENGERS GROWTH MARKET SHARE (%)
W Yoy Croveth £4) (LHS) s Damestic Alr Passenpers (m)RHS) Rir India
12 20 Ll Group
Domestic alr g iy 674 24.0
passenger traffic - 111 ' Aug 26 A 26.7
m 0.18% year-on-
e | s " suame oF rucus
' e . 1 ; WITH ON-TIME
e - ! 4 PERFORMAMNCE" (%)
6.3 (ALIG 2026)
0
Jdan Feb Mar Apr  May  Jun dul A IndiGo 915N
In August 1.04% of 2026 2026 2026 2026 2036 2026 2026 2026 Rkasa Alr 90.5 N
the domestic flights Soure: Dlirectoeats General of Civil Aviation Air India Graup | 83.9
were cancelled Any prolonged continuation or further escalation of the West Alliance fir | 71.500
Asian conflict could result in downside risks to ICRA'S traffic Spicelet i7.99
growth forecasts, yields and profitability, owing to potential *T715 A 15 e 10 majar aimers

persistence of elevated fuel prices, airspace restrictions and
inflationary pressures. — IGRA -

Airlines reported ettt
2,132 complaints
o 1,76 per 10,000
passengars), with
baggape claims
raking up the largest
share {29.5%)
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Religious Travel Dominates Local Overnight Trips

265 days, al A7.7%. Thiz was followed
Our Bureau

New Delhi: Filprimage and reliyions
travel comprised nearly half of do-
mesticovernight trips, followsd by he-
alth sl medical purposes, showed 5
reporl released by the slatistics mini-
sl Wednesday, Beligious travel acro-
unted for the largest share of over-
night trips mdertalien during the last

by hoalth and medical travel at 29.46% .,
holidaying, lelzure and recreation ac
221%, adshoppingat .6,
Eeligicus travel was the

w most comman purpose in
Y bioth rural and urban areds,
accounling for AHA% and

AB.a% of overnight Lrips, respectively
ITowever, health and medical trasel
was the second-largest calegory inru-

ralareas, wilh a 38.4% share, whileho-
lidawing, leisure and 1oercation ran-
ked sccond inurban areas, accounting
for 36.4% of wips. as per Domestic To-
urizin Expenditure Survey (DTES).
The survey was conducted from July
B025 1 June 2026, Amonr househalds
thal underiook al leaslone such aver-
night Irip during the vear, rural Lon-
rist houscholds made 127 trips per 100
houscholds, up from 1086 I 2094-15.
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DOMESTIC AIR TRAFFIC FALLS 6.3% IN
AUG: INDIGO, SPICEJET LOSE SHARE

DOMESTIC AIR , a
TRAFFIC fell 6 34% Ar tratfie [in milion)
Yo to 12.13 million
in August, from
12.95 million a year
ago, the sharpest
decline in recent
months, Traffic had
fallen 1.03% in June
and 4.8% in July,
IndiGo's market

share slipped to
65% from &7 4% in
July, while Air India
Group's share rose
to 26.7% from 24%
Spicelot saw its
share falling to 1L.2%
from 1.6%

— FE BUREAU

Pnsafﬂger load factor

m
||II
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SpicelJet ordered to
pay for missed flight

Pranali Lotlikar

MUNBAI

The District Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commission, Mumbai
Suburban, has directed

Spicelet to refund TL614 to a
Peddar Road resident who
missed a flight in 2016 after
the airline brought foward its
departure time withow pro-
viding sufficient advance
notice.

The complaint was filed
nine years ago. The commis-
slon also ordered the airline
o pay ¥5000 each towards
litigation costs and mental
harassment

Dr DP Kasbekar had
booked Spicedet flight SG-703
from Mumbali to Hyderabad
for December 30, 2016. The
flight was originally sched-
uled to depart at 10.45pm but
waslater advanced to 8 45pm.

Kasbekar said the change
was communicated only
through an SMS. He noticed
the message later while
travelling to the airport and

reached around 8pm, by
which time he could not
board the flight. After being
unable tw reschedule the
ticket, he purchased another
ticket for 4,200 for the fol-
lowing day.

Spicelet argued that the
passenger had received the
SMS and said it was not feas-
ible to individually call pas-
sengers about  schedule
changes. It also relied on its
terms of carriage.

The commission, however,
referred to Directorate
General of Civil Aviation rules
stating that airlines bear the
burden of proving whether
and when passengers were
informed about flight delays
or changes.

It noted that Spicelet had
not provided evidence show-
ing when the SMS was
delivered. The commission
therefore held that sufficient
advance notice had not been
established and found the air-
line deficient in its service,

The complaint was filed
nine years ago.
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Govt signs MoUs
with 21 states to
extend UDAN

scheme for 10 yrs

Informist

NEW DELHi

Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu
said on Tuesday that his min-
istry has completed memor-
anda of understanding with
21 states to implement the
next phase of its regional con-
nectivity scheme Ude Desh ka
Aam Nagrik, popularly
known as UDAN. "21 states
have entered into the Mol
today and more states are also
engaging with us so that we
can do the MolUs as soon as
possible,” the minister stated
at a press conference,

The UDAN scheme was in
force for 10 years and has
achieved its objective, benefit-
ing over 15.4 million passen-
gers across the country, the
minister noted The scheme
has been extended for 10
years by working together
with states, he added.
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Govt to assess airport operators’
airline ownership proposal: Min

The government will assess the
"pros and cons” of the proposal
for airport operators owning
stakes in airlines and dedde on
a balanced approach, Civil
Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said on
Tuesday. Talking to reporters
on the sidelines of signing pacts
for the next phase of Udaan,
the minister said that to make
full use of today’s strong travel
demand, India’s aviation sector
needs at least five airlines oper
ating with 100 aireraft each. He
said the ministry is actively
supporting the ambition given
the country's size and growing
airport network. "So, it is
important for us to plan not
only for the aspirations today,
but for Viksit Bharat 2047 also,”
he said, adding that India
should ideally have more than
350 airports.

'Govt not to cap airfares
for festive season’
The government will not cap

[,_.

airfares for the upcoming fes-
tive season but will advise air-
lines to keep the prices reason-
able, Naidu said, even as he
mentioned that oper ating costs
for aviation companies have
risen due to higher fuel costs.
The minister said that in the
past also, the government has
handled the price situation in
terms of fedivals or important
events. Meanwhile, Naidu said
the security ecosystems for the
hub-and-spoke model flights
have been thoroughly revised
and strengthened to prevent
any lapses in the future, The
ministry has issued a show
cause notice to Air India and
the airline staff concerned have
been suspended. he said brief
ing about the security lapse at
the Delhi airport on Sep 4. -PTI1

Govt closely
monitoring
SpicelJet's fincl,
operational health

The DGCA is carrying out
the operational and finan-
cial scrutiny of budget car-
rier Spicelet to ensure that
passengers do not face any
inconvenience, Naidu said
on Tuesday. As Spicelet
grapples with multiple
headwinds resulting in fre-
quent fiight delays and
operational issues, Naidu
also made it clear that the
civil aviation ministry has
limitations in intervening in
the affairs of a private car-
rier. "The immediate activity
inthe ministry regarding
Spicelet is that we have
operational and, to a certain
extent, financial scrutiny
also being done from the
ministry through the DGCA
because we dont want any
lapse in safety,” Naidu said.
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Air India to roll out
new IFE platform in
second-half of 2027

Air India is set to introduce
a new platform that will
bring together entertain-
ment, lovalty, commerce and
travel services to passengers
through the connected
in-flight entertainment
system.

As it prepares to enhance
the digital experience for pas-
sengers, the new in-flight
entertainment platform will
also help in boosting the air-
line's ancillary revenues.

The airline will stan
deploying the new platform,
developed in-house, pro-

gressively from the second

half of 2027, Chief Digital and
Technology Officer Satya
Ramaswamy stated.

The Vista Digital Plarfform
will be rolled out on new
wide-body aircraft thar will
be delivered next year.

Gradually, the upgraded in-
flight entertainment platform
will be introduced across the
airline’s wide-body fleet and
also in Airbus A321 XLRs,
which are narrow-body
planes with a longer range.

Currently, in-flight enter-
minment platforms operate
largely as closed standalone
Systems. -PT1

23 SEPTEMBER 2026
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DOMESTICAIR
PASSENGER TRAFFIC
FALLS FOR SECOND
MONTH IN AROW

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hind ustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Domestic air passen-
ger traffic fell 6.34% in August
this year compared to the same
month in 2025, while IndiGo’s
market share declined and Air
India Group’s increased, accord-
ing to the aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion report. Scheduled domestic
airlines carried 12.13 million pas-
sengers in August, down from
12.95 million in the same month
last year, the report said.

This was the second straight
month of decline. DGCA’s data
showed domestic passenger traf-
fic fell 4.80% to 12 million in July
this year from 12.6 million in the
same month in 2025, P17




Corporate Communications Directorate

AN

m
Heaa fAaEaTs wifSsso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHI

24 SEPTEMEER 2026

Domestic air passenger traftic falls 6.3% in August

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Domestic air pas-
senger traffic fell 6.34% in
August this year compared to
the same month in 2025, while
IndiGo’s market share declined
and Air India Group's
increased, according to the avia-
tion regulator Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
report.

Scheduled domestic airlines
carried 12.13 million passengers
in August, down from 12.95 mil-
lion in the same month last
year, the report said.

Passenger traffic from Janu-
ary to August was 110.53 mil-
lion, marginally lower than the
110.73 million in the corre-
sponding period last year, regis-
tering a year-on-year decline of

0.18%. This is the second con-
secutive decline in passenger
numbers. DGCA's data showed
domestic passenger traffic fell
4.80% to 12 million in July this
year from 12.6 million in the
same month in 2025.

IndiGo's market share
declined to 65% in August from
67.4% in July. Air India Group's
share increased to 26.7% from
24% during the same period.
Alkasa Air's market share was
5.5%, the same as in July. Spice-
Jet's share declined to 1.2% from
L.6%.

The report said the passenger
load factor, or the percentage of
an airline’s available seating
capacity filled with paying pas-
sengers, declined in August
compared with July. IndiGo's
load factor fell from 82.4% in
July to 79.2% in August. Air

The report said 1.39% of flights
were delayed by more than two

hours in August. MINT
India Group’s load factor
declined from 83.2% to 77%.
Akasa Air's load factor fell from
91.9% to 87.6% during the
period. The DGCA report said
airlines received 2,132 passen-
ger complaints during the

month, the hlghest being bag-
gage-related issues accounting
for 29.5%, followed by flight
problems at 26.3% and refund-
related complaints at 17.3%. It
added that 2,123 of the total
2,132 complaints had been
addressed.

The report said that among
the major carriers, IndiGo
recorded the highest timely
flight operations at 91.5% across
the 10 major airports, followed
by Akasa Air (90.5%) and Air
India Group (83.9%). Only 17.9%
of SpiceJet’s flights operated on
time in the months. The

On-Time Performance of

regional carrier Alliance Air
was 7L8%.

The report said 1.39% of

flights were delayed by more
than two hours in August. Spi-
celet recorded the highest share

of such delays at 48.05%, fol-
lowed by Fly9l at 3.46% and
Alliance Air at 2.47%.

“August is traditionally a
softer travel month. With
schools and colleges reopened,
monsoons impacting leisure
travel and families generally
waiting for the festive season,
demand tends to moderate.
Inbound tourism also remains
subdued during this period.
*This year, geopolitical uncer-
tainties, higher operating costs
and some rationalisation of air-
line capacity have added to the
softness. [ would therefore view
the decline in perspective, with
festive and VFR travel expected
to bring back momentum,” said
Jay R. Bhatia, director of Tul-
sidas Khimji Holidays and
member of Travel Agents Asso-
ciation of India (TAAI).
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Air India flies higher on Express wings

ahirephipk vl varrant. com
HEW DELHI

ir lndin clawed back
SO ILN |.;EIII|III|.| iII
India’s domestic avia

tom mearket in Avgust as the
Tata groug expanced ogera-
tions, largedy through isdmet
warrier Air India Express, lis
market share rose 2.7 pepoent
g ok 0o 265, 7%, whil= tha
of market leader IndiGo fedl (o
5% Trom its July peak of
7 P s per Directorse Gen
eral ol Civil Aviation data
The redoaund was driven by
aclditional capacity mathier than
a brosdber pickup in demand,
with Alr India Express step
pimr wp Nights as the group
continued toredraw the rodes
ol il tan airlines, @ stratey
takinig shape just is Tewolde
etwrermaram peeparesfo Gl
churge el Adr India thismonth,
Tala unnlp’ulll s
Toeet shawre: wans ad 2% in Julby.
The Tata akrlines carried
3.23 million passengers in
Auiguist, vy 12 4% firoan 2.9 mil-
lisninJuly, reversing adecline
that saw passenger tralfic Gl
18.1% in Jurie Trom Mas, ed-
lowesdd by Fuerther 10, 8% fall in
Faly, Its markid sbare dipgsed

Air share

Tata group Air India regaened some lost ground in aogus,
largely due o more flights by its budget arm A India Express

How India’s bop two carriers ianed 3o far in Y27

B Al proups. @ ndGo (W Othen

Paricargers {in mifon|

{ulli

dor T May o bn T jul | Aug

Saare Deacisiore Denerol of Dl 4 skalicn

From 25.6% in May to 24%in
Turve aned remained flat in Juby.

Ethicy Airlines' formmer
chief Gebremuariam, will tale
charge as Afr lndia’s chief
executive  and A nagE g
direstor, sucrreding Camplhel]
Wilsm, later this manth. He
comes inan a eritical stage,
when the Air India group
pussted a net loss of $22 000
crore in FY28, He will, how-
ever, noldirectly run Alr India
I-'.\|1|1 m\.u‘l:ll'lqumlq'.\.u'|1u-
rately within the group,

Thwe growp harsbeen meshap-

Maikt e (s %)

«
o .
N T

(<] B L] ™ 104
myint

FRATIER U AR RINT

ing the roles of its two carriers,
with Alr India focusing on
overseas, lomg- il aned magjor
metrn roubes, positioning iself
as i Mill-service carder. Afr
Ineldn Express, meanwhile, is
taking a larger rodein smaller-
city and regional markeds,
Adr Brdia Express operaied
D460 domestic Mights in
Avtgrinsd, v 13"% froim: 8384 in
July, Air Indin'sown fying was
Matat 14,472 Mights, compared
with 14,476 in July, Togeler,
thiey opsrrated 23002 domes-
tic Mights, wp 5% (rom 22,842

I Juby. as per [GGCA data,

Exiperis said Ar India has
addded new capacity with ret
rolfits, or refurbished aincf
From its existing floet

“They addsd piw planes
with retrofils Also, Adr Tndia
Express's bookings are now
possible from the Air India
widmlie and apyg,” sehd Mark 1,
Mlartin, avistion experl amd
Toumderand chiefoxecutive o
risk :|||n-\.||n_ firm, Martin
Comsulting. S, fora particu
lar roter, peaple now know
there's an Air Inlia Express
allerang o This revamp s a
coupbe of months ok, aml has
Dl Adr Tinclia gronap shesw-
case their additional capacity.”

Jalnam Shah, aviation ana-
lvst ot Exgiriras Seouwritics, syid
this 5 meore a normalization
Frowm Air lmfia's 'I1'||1[u||.—.|ri|_l.
depressed capacity than &
saruciner] shilt in linds A

el domestic aviation
sany awiak mimnenbam, Even
as the Adr India groogs amd
IneliGio—with total 92% mar-
let shame—increased fighes by
over | RS, passerer iradiic
ledl 6.3% on-month o L2513
i in Aiegnest versaes 12,95
vl o s g

Fuowr irn extencdedd version of
s oy, go e liveminieom,
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DGCA data: Domestic
air passenger traffic
falls 6.34% in August

MPOST BUREAU
Ml Septernber 23

India’s domestic air pas-
senger traffic declined
6.34 per cent year-on-year
o 121.26 lakh in August,
according to DGCA dara
released on Wednesday.

All  Indian airlines
together carried a total of
128.47 lakh passengers in
August 2025,

“Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during
January-August 2026 were
1L,105.30 lakh as against
1L107.26 lakh during the
corresponding period of
the previous year, thereby
registering an  annual
growth of -0.18 per cent
and monthly (Aungust 2026
va August 2025) growth of
-6.34 per cent,” Directorare
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said.

During the maonth
under review, IndiGo's
market share dropped
sequentially by 2.4 per
cent (o 65 per cent from
6. 4 per cent Lnjul}'. while

crisis-ridden Sptce_]et 8
share declined to 1.2 per
cent from L6 per cent in
July this year, according o
DGCA dara.

However, Air India
Group’s market share
climbed to 26.7 per cent in
August, gaining 2.7 per cent
over July 2026,

Akaza Air's marker share
remained unchanged at 5.5

F 1 1

!iEFEE.‘.uDITATI'iE FIC

(INSIGHT

» Ilﬁ: year-on-year

demestic air passenger
tratiic declined to 121.26
Lalch En Auwg

» Al Indian airlines together
carried a total of 129.47

lakh passengers in August
2025

= [m July, IndiGa’s market
share dropped sequentially
by 2.4% o 65%, while
SpiceJet’s share declined
0 1.2% from 1.6%

per cent during the month
under review vis-a-vis July,
DGCA data showed.

In terms of On Time
Ferﬁ:urnmme {DTF} at the

o l‘lldjm" ajrpm'l:s in August
2026, IndiGo topped the
list at 9.5 per cent, fol-
lowed by Akasa Afr and
Afr India Group at 90.5
per cent and 83.9 per cent,
respectvely.

The overall cancellation
rate of scheduled domes-
tic airlines stood at 1.39
per cent in the previous
maonih.
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6.3% dip in August domestic air traffic,
tech reasons cited, says DGCA report

5 LALITHA (@ New Deinl

THERE has been a dip in do-
mestic flyers both on a monthly
as well as annual basis, reveals
the aviation regulator, the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA). The recurring
problems faced by SpiceJet also
come to the fore, with over 20%
of its flights cancelled during
Angust. The regulator released
its ‘Alr Traffic Report” for Jan-
uary-Aungust 2026 as well as the
passenger traffic for the month
of August alone. In the first
eight months of this year,
scheduled domestic airlines
carried 11.05 Crore passengers
as against 10.07 crore during
the previous vear, marking a
dip of (minus) -0.18%.

Last month saw 1.29 crore
passengers take to the skies
VErsus 1.21 crore in August
2025, marking a dip of (minus)
-6.34%. The report states that
the overall cancellation rate of
scheduled domestic airlines for
August stood at 1.04 % Spicedet
topped the listof airlines which
played havoc with passenger

Major decline

Last month saw 1.20 crora
passengers versus the 1.21 crore
who travelled in August 2025,
marking a dip of (minus) -5.34%.
The report states that the
overall cancellation rate of
schaduled domestic airlines for
August stood at 1.04%.

plans, with 20.92% of its Aights
cancelled. Akasa Air had the
minimum flight cancellations
of 0.07% , while Air India Group
(Alr India and Air India Ex-
press) recorded 1.14% cancella-
tions, and IndiGo, the largest
domestic operator, had a can-

cellation rate of a mere 0.33%.

Technical issues were the
reason behind 50.2% of the can.
cellations recorded across air
lines. Commercial, operational,
weather-related and miscella-
neous issues were the other
contributors.

IndiGo continues its formi-
dable domestic dominance in
the domestic market by flving
7.15 crore passengers from Jan-
uary to August 2026, giving ita
market share of 64.7%, while
the Air India group came a far
second with 2.82 crore flyers
during the period. Fly91, In-
dia’s youngest airline, has
touched 31.37 lakh passengers,
showing a steady increase
month-on-month with its high-
A5t BVEr DASSSTIZET Ot - 58,000
~transported in August.

A total of 2,132 passenger
complaints have been received
for August from passengers, Of
these, 2,123 have been re.
dressed, the report states. In-
diGo has the best on-time per-
formance at the major airport
with 91.5%, while the Air India
group has an OTP of 83.9%.
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Delhi-boundflight
retumstoLondon

aftertechissues

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMEER 23
An IndiGo Bogng TATH
Dreamliner fyving from Lon-
don to New Delhi was foroed
totum backto Heathrowafler
the pilots detected a technical
issueshorthy after take-offand
declared amid-air emergency,
triggenng prionty handling
by airtratfic control, Flight 6E
M, opermting from London
Heathrow to Delhi's Indira
Gandhi Intermational Airport
on September 22, linded safe-
v back at Heathrow, IndiGo
confirmed. — TINS
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