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Rising civilian traffic
strains IAF airfields
as AAI expansion lags

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Airports Authority of
India’s failure to expand fa-
cilities at Indian Air Force
(IAF) airfields which have
been opened up for civi-
lian operations is hamper-
ing the growing volume of
civilian traffic, a senior De-
fence Ministry official said
on Friday.

This could also poten-
tially impact regular IAF
activities, as the service is
providing significant tech-
nical support for the civi-
lian operations, the official
added.

To promote regional air
connectivity under the
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) scheme, the Minis-
tries of Civil Aviation and
Defence had agreed that
the IAF would provide fa-
cilities such as runways, air
traffic control, and fire-
fighting systems, while the
AAI would operate the civi-
lian terminals.

Bay shortage
The senior official said that
39 IAF airfields — including
Hindon (Ghaziabad), Jodh-
pur, Kanpur, Leh, Pune,
and Srinagar — had been
opened for UDAN flights.
“We have been repeat-
edly asking AAI to develop
their own facilities for
commercial operations.
IAF bases cannot accom-
modate large numbers of

39 Indian Air Force
airfields have been
opened for civilian
flights under the
UDAN scheme

civilian flights as they are
not meant for it. Initially, li-
mited parking was provid-
ed on the condition that
AAI would develop its
own, but that hasn’t hap-
pened. With rising traffic,
the shortage of bays is
causing delays and turna-
round issues,” the official
said.

At Hindon airport, for
instance, the terminal has
a daily capacity of 300 pas-
sengers, but handles over
400 passengers each day.
The airport operator has
two parking bays for ATR
aircraft and two for narrow
body jets, but the AAI is re-
questing access to two
more parking bays, though
it has not developed any
parking bays since its civi-
lian operations began in
2019.

Rising demand

While flights were original-
ly meant to operate only
from dawn to dusk, opera-
tors are now seeking ex-
tended hours including
during the weekend, furth-
er straining facilities and
requiring additional man-
power to operate the facili-
ties, the official added.
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Rising civilian traffic
strains IAF airfields
as AAI expansion lags

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Airports Authority of
India’s failure to expand fa-
cilities at Indian Air Force
(IAF) airfields which have
been opened up for civi-
lian operations is hamper-
ing the growing volume of
civilian traffic, a senior De-
fence Ministry official said
on Friday.

This could also poten-
tially impact regular IAF
activities, as the service is
providing significant tech-
nical support for the civi-
lian operations, the official
added.

To promote regional air
connectivity under the
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) scheme, the Minis-
tries of Civil Aviation and
Defence had agreed that
the IAF would provide fa-
cilities such as runways, air
traffic control, and fire-
fighting systems, while the
AAI would operate the civi-
lian terminals.

Bay shortage
The senior official said that
39 IAF airfields — including
Hindon (Ghaziabad), Jodh-
pur, Kanpur, Leh, Pune,
and Srinagar — had been
opened for UDAN flights.
“We have been repeat-
edly asking AAI to develop
their own facilities for
commercial operations.
IAF bases cannot accom-
modate large numbers of

39 Indian Air Force
airfields have been
opened for civilian
flights under the
UDAN scheme

civilian flights as they are
not meant for it. Initially, li-
mited parking was provid-
ed on the condition that
AAl would develop its
own, but that hasn’t hap-
pened. With rising traffic,
the shortage of bays is

causing delays and turna-
round issues,” the official
said.

At Hindon airport, for
instance, the terminal has
a daily capacity of 300 pas-
sengers, but handles over
400 passengers each day.
The airport operator has
two parking bays for ATR
aircraft and two for narrow
body jets, but the AAI is re-
questing access to two
more parking bays, though
it has not developed any
parking bays since its civi-
lian operations began in
2019.

Rising demand

While flights were original-
ly meant to operate only
from dawn to dusk, opera-
tors are now seeking ex-
tended hours including
during the weekend, furth-
er straining facilities and
requiring additional man-
power to operate the facili-
ties, the official added.
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Berigai-Bagalur likely
site for Hosur airport

ET B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

verayear after announc-
Oing the plan, the Tamil

Nadu government is
believed to have zeroed in on
a site near Berigai-Bagalur in
Krishnagiri for constructing
an exclusiveairport for Hosur.

This decision followed a
detailed study of the Obstacle
Limitation Surface (OLS) sur-
vey to assess the airspace in
Krishnagiri district.

The government will also
soon start the process of ac-
quiring land for the project

“The airport will be locat-
ed near Berigai-Bagalur,” a
source familiar with the devel-
opments told DH, adding that
the precise land area required
for the airport is still being de-
termined. “Theairportisto be
situated between Berigai and
Bagalur. Berigai is 25 km from
Hosur, while Bagalur is about

12 km away,” the source said.

The selected site is also ap-
proximately 19 km from Atti-
bele, the entry point to Karna-
taka from Hosur. The Tamil
Nadu government’s move
comes amid plans by its Kar-
nataka counterpart to build a
second airport for Bengalu-
ru, with three sites currently
shortlisted.

Another source said Ber-
igai-Bagalur was ultimately
chosen because the OLS
survey favoured it over Belag-
ondapalli, where the private
airport operated by Taneja
Aerospace and Aviation Lim-
ited (TAAL) is located.

“The survey highlighted
minor differences between
Berigai-Bagalur and Belag-
ondapalli. The government
felt the former was a better site
anddecided to proceed withit,”
the source said. “If it had been
Belagondapalli, we could have
coordinated with TAAL and

started work immediately. But
since thisis a new location, we
must begin from scratch,” the
source added.

The chosen site is also close
to the proposed section of the
Bengaluru Satellite Town Ring
Road (STRR) in Tamil Nadu,
currently under construction
by the National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI). This
road will bring Hosur closer
to Bengaluru and other towns.

To proceed with the airport
project, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment needs a No Objec-
tion Certificate (NOC) from
BIAL, due to a concessionaire
agreementbetween theairport
operator and the Union Gov-
ernment that prohibits such
facilities within 150 km until
2033.

The new airport in Hosur
is also likely to cater to people
living in many areas of south
Bengaluru due to their prox-
imity to the Tamil Nadu town.
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NANDED AIRPORT
CLOSED AS DGCA
FLAGS VIOLATIONS

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The civil aviation
regulator, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation, has shut
down Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji
Airport in Nanded after it found
serious safety lapses, officials
aware of the matter told HT. The
lapses include potholes on the
runway, no power back up and
inadequate fire tenders. 3P
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Nanded airport closed as DGCA
flags serious safety violations

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The civil aviation reg-
ulator, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), has shut
down Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji
Airport in Nanded after it found
serious safety lapses, multiple offi-
cials aware of the matter told HT.

“The DGCA issued an order to
shut down the Nanded airport
after it found four serious issues
with the airport,” an official said.

“The lapses included big pot-
holes on the runway, no power
back up and inadequate fire tend-
ers,” the second official said. “The
lapses have been categorized as L1
by the DGCA." he added.

The DGCA classifies safety-re-
lated audit findings into two
tiers: Level 1 (LI) and Level 2 (L2).
L1 refers to the most serious vio-
lations, considered direct safety

THE DISRUPTIONS
ARE EXPECTED TO
IMPACT THE
AIRPORT FOR AT
LEAST A WEEK, AN
OFFICIAL SAID

hazards that demand immediate
corrective action by the airline,
while L2 violations typically
include procedural non-compli-
ances or administrative over-
sights that do not pose an imme-
diate danger but still require rec-
tification. The airport operates
for seven hours a day and has
Star Air as its sole airline opera-
tor. The airline runs 10 daily
flights to and from Nanded.
“One of the DGCA's observa-
tions was that the airport operated
with Doppler VOR, which is less
accurate than satellite-based sys-

tems,” the official added.

Maharashtra Airport Develop-
ment Company Ltd (MADC),
which manages the airport, did
not respond to queries sent to
them.

People aware of the matter said
that senior management officials
of Star Air, the airline impacted
due to the closure, met with minis-
try officials on Friday.

“The airline carries 5,000 pas-
sengers weekly. Due to heavy foot-
falls of the pilgrims in Nanded, the
advance booking runs up to
180,000, The airline presented the
impact of the closure not only on
passengers but also on them,” one
of the people said. “The disrup-
tions are expected to impact the
airline for at least a week,” the offi-
cial added.

Nanded is a major centre for the
sikh community, drawing pil-
grims from Punjab.
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Security agency dog bites boy at airport, family cancels trip

KOLKATA: A sniffer dog
belonging to a security agency
allegedly bit a four-year-old
boy in the Kolkata airport, forc-
ing his family to cancel a trip to
Malaysia, a police officer said
on Friday.

The child was attacked by
the animal between the depar-
ture gates 4A and 4B on August
12, while a police complaint in
this regard was lodged a week
later, the officer said.

The dog, described as a
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German Shepherd, was with
its handler who was holding

T -
-

.
ey

The child was attacked by

| the animal between the

= departure gates 4A and 4B
*l.-'g'y on August 12, while a police
Al complaint in this regard was
lodged a week later, the
officer said

the leash. Suddenly, the ani-
mal lunged forward and bit

the child who was accompa-
nied by his parents, accord-

ing to the complaint. The FIR
was lodged against the handler
for his "incompetence in con-
trolling the dog causing severe
injury” to the child leading to
cancellation of the family’s trip
to Malaysia, the officer said.
The family had to can-
cel the trip as the trauma-
tised -:hilcﬂJ had to undergo
anti-rabies vaccination doses
spanning a period of about
a month, the father said in
the complaint. AGERCIES
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Al flight suffers tech
glitch, stops midway

MNew Delhl: Passengers on
board Air India flight from
Mumbai to Jodhpur had a
scare on Friday as the pilot
aborted takeoff and returned
to the bay due to "opera-
tional” reasons. Without giv-
ing much detalls of the incl-
dent Air India spokesperson
sald, “Flight Al645 operating
from Mumbai to Jodhpur on
22 August returned to bay
due to an operational Issue.
The cockpit erew decided to
discontinue the take-off run
following standard operating
procedures and brought the
alreraft back.” Alr India saild
alternative arrangements
were made to fly. “Air India
regrets the inconvenience
caused due to this unforeseen
delay. Our ground team at
Mumbai had extended imme-
diate assistance to minimise
the inconvenience. At Air
India, the safety and wellbe-
ing of our passengers remain
the top priority,” the
spokesperson added.
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Wh_}; India’s Jet Engine Still Hasn't Taken Off -

India's attempt to develop an indigenous jet engine to power fighter aircraft has been a story of lost decades. Will things change now?
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RECIPROCAL AIRSPACE CLOSURE CONTINUES

. ]
India extends ban on Pak’s
airlines, aircraft until Sept 24

men (NOTAM) issued by India's
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE  siation authoniies The newno
SEW DELHIL ALGUST 23 tee comes two days alter

Paldiszan's NOTAM edended the
INDIALATE Friday extended the  ciosure ol its airspace for Indian
banon Pakistani airlines and Ar-  arcraftand airines orthe same
crafit from entenng Ieseliam air 5!|~I||u,| With these extensions,
space by amonth tll the carly  the neighbours’ airspace co
morning of September 24, ac sures loreach other's aircraftane
cordling to a [resh notice to air-  set o enter thesir fifth month,
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GMR Aero academy
launches national cyber
security scholar program

FIOMEER MEWS SERVICE

B Hyderabad

GMR Aero Academy, the
training and capacity-build-
ing arm of GMR Group, focus-
ing an aviation, security,
and allied domains, has
launched the National Cyber
Security Scholar Programme
[NCSSP), a statement said
on saturday.

The programme under
the MNational Security
Database [N5D) platform
has been launched in callab-
oration with the Indian
Computer Emeérgency
Response Team [CERT-In)
and the [nformation Sharing
and Analysis Centre [ISAC),
the statement said. “This
program is not just about

producing cybersecurity
leaders - it is about shaping
national assets whe can
bulld resifience for India's
critical sectors,” ISAC Advisor
Group Captain Aanand
MNaidu said.

Telangana State Council
of Higher Education
Chairman V Balakista Reddy
at the launch event urged
scholars to extend their
pxpertise toward national
and State capacity-building
efforts, the statement said.

The MNCSS Is an 18-week,
160-hour instructor-led
program for emerging cyhe
leaders. Professionals who
complete the program are
deemed national assets
under the Mational
SL'Eul-'ilj.' Database.
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Al flight faces
operational
issue:

New Delhi: An Adr India
b Right for Jodhpuron
Friday discontinued the
Lake-ofl rim after
developing sn operational
issue and returned o the
bay, Eadier, the Passengers
o bowrd Alr India Mighi
From Kochi to New Dol
faced an tmexpected delay
afer atechnical snag wis
detected during the
aireraft's tke-off mll
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Foreign national held with
satellite phone at Varanasi airport
Varanssi: A loreign national was detained at Lal Bahadur
Shastd Intemational Adrport in Vamoosi on Satunsday ofter
asatellite phone wis lound in his possession during a
security check. Authoritics have begm questioning the
ind v fdual, as thie use of satellite phones in India is sidetly
regubited and prohibited without prior penmission
veoording tothe ol Bcial sources, the individual hasbeen
identified as Alessandra, a citizen of Italy. He was

scheduled to board IndiGo Might 6E-6597 from Varanas!

Bengaluru when personng from the Central Industrial
security Foroe (CISF) disoovered the satellive phone during
muting sereening

24 AUGUST 2025



_ AN
A fAa=aa= wiftswon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

TIMES OF INDIA MUMBAI 23 AUGUST 2025

Air India flight
returns to bay

Mumbai: An Air Indiaflight
from Mumbai to Jodhpur re-
turned to the bay due to an
operational problem on Fri-
day. An Air India spokesper-
son said flight AI645 retur-
ned to the bay after the pilots
decided to discontinue the
take-off run. They followed
standard operating procedu-
res and brought the aircraft
back. “Alternative arrange-
ments were made to fly the
passengers to their destina-
tion... Our ground team at
Mumbai extended immedia-
teassistance tominimise the
inconvenience,” the Air In-
diaspokesperson added.
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