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15 years on, Madurai airport
runway expansion in limbo

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Madurai: Madurai airport’s
runway expansion remains
stalled by road diversion,
land acquisition and water-
body reclassification issues,
16 vears after the plan to ex-
tend the runway from 7,500ft
to12,500ft was initiated.
Thedelay has kept theair-
portfrom adding capacity for
larger aircraft and more in-
ternational services atatime
when other tier-1I airports in
Tamil Nadu have moved
ahead with expansion. Air-
port director P Muthu Ku-

mar said the airport has 1,045
acres, but aguisition of 89
acres iInvolving two ponds is
still in the final stage. A govt
order was passed by water re-
sources dept before the elec-
tion, but follow-up action is
vet to be completed.

Airports Authority of In-
dia has completed 13.3km of
the boundary wall ata cost of
228.98 crore. Another 2.37 km
remains pending because the
ring road and village roads
passing through the expan-
sion area have to be closed or
diverted. The State Highway
235 diversion requires land
acquisition inseven villages.

Six have been completed,
while compensation in one
village in Sivaganga district
is not over. “The diversion
work could take eight
months after that process is
completed,” Muthu Kumar
said.

Accordingtoofficial data,
aireraft movements fell from
13,800 in 2024-25 to 13,100 last
year, while passenger traffic
declined from 13.98 lakh to
13.88 lakh during the period.
Madurai once had Singapore
services, but none are sched-
uled now, leaving Colombo as
its only international con-
nection at present.
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Smuggling bust at airport

engaluru Customs officials have seized

427.67 grams of gold ornaments valued at

Rs 64 lakh on Sunday. According to officials,
the gold was concealed in the pants pocket of a
passenger who was coming from Kuala Lumpur,
In a similar smuggling bust, Customs officials
seized 32,000 foreign cigarette sticks and 576.6
grams of gold amounting to a total of Rs 89.40
lakhs on Saturday. — BMB
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Mundra Airport opens to commercial flights

® Adani enters
regional aviation

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mundra, lune 23

ADANI] GROUP-OWHED
MUNDRALIRPORT on Tuesday
commenced seheduled eom-
merdal operations, marking
the entry of the conglamerate
into the regional airport seg
ment,with $tar Alr launching
SETVIC &S CONn n.'lingﬁw nh'pi:lrr
toMumbalAhmaedabad, Sumt,
Goaand Hindon,

The launch expands Adani
Group'salrport partiolio, whidh

alrsady Ineludes opemtions at
Mumbai, M Murmibag,
Ahmedabad, Guwahati, Man
H:lhl.m:_'l'l'.irl.ll.ramnll1.1]!|1|:||r|.
laipurand Lucknow. Developed
from a private aiestrip into a
commercial aviation facility,
Mundm Alrport becomes the
group’s first regional airport.
The alrport |s expecisd Lo
mprove connecivity to one of
Inclia’s largest port amd beduos-
trial hubs and support business
travel linked to the region’
ETIWINE e rmic act it y.
Speaking at the Inaugura
tion, Jeet Adani, chairman of
Adand Alrports, said the alrport
winild gradually expand bix

with
demand.” For Mundm,wewillbe
gradually adding fights here.
W need our own connectivity
2 partners and employees fre-
quersthy wisit the city. Therewill
also'be tourism travel whichwill
add o demand” he sabd.

mute network in line

Diseribing the lawnch of direct
commectivity to Mumbai as a
major  breakthrough for
Mundea, Adani said stronger
lirks with metro cities wonld
promvade asignificant boost o the
region's economic develop
ment. "Blght now thene will be
mrmonalilights and thenwewill
see hew the demand grose s
oo mrhyto talkabout airtraffic
orexpansion plans” headdml.
Adani said studies had been
conducted to assess potential
passenger demand and added
that theairport'snemway is@pa-
leofhuaned! Mg namme l“ndj.rmr-
craft such as the Alrbus A320
and Boedng 737 Indtially Staradre

will be the anlyaleline operating
tmmtheairport. Stardir MDand
CEOQ Simran Singh Thwana said
Mundmhashecome the carnier’s
31nddestination in India."This
aren hasbeenheavily 11:[!|;h'|r|<'1.1
by the Adani Group to facilitate
port imovesent We am proud to
associatewith Mundm and sup
port reglonalalreannectivity, e
saiil Thwana added thatthe air
Ere current by musntabng an on-
time performance of 92% and
epects strong operational effi-
rir‘m‘}' at Mumsdra due to low
comgestion.
-!'J'l’y'nrrr.\'llll.lrai'r.l! s
i Muatsetrn ar e A takion
ofithe Adid Grroup)
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Adani opens Mundra airport

for flights to four cities

Adani Group has thrown open its captive airport
at Mundra for scheduled commercial flight
operations to four destinations which are being
operated under the Regional Connectivity
Scheme. Star Air owned by Kolhapur-based
Sanjay Ghodawat Group started operating flights
from the Mundra airport from Tuesday.

The four destinations, which are now available
for regular air connectivity with Mundra include
Mumbai, Goa, Surat, and Hindon (Delhi NCR).
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Adani’'s Mundra  launchofeight newairser-

5 vices by Star Air from the
AIrport StartS OpsS state-of-the-art terminal

beginning Tuesday, will

Mundra: Adani Mundra create an express corridor,
Airporton Tuesday reducing travel time for
announced the launch of trade, commerce, logistics
its inaugural scheduled and tourism, fuelling the
flightservice connecting economic engine of India’s

Mumbai and Goa. The largest port Mundra. ENS
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‘Commercial {lights from Mundra
Airport will boost connectivity’

Earlier in the day, regional carrier Star Air became the first
airline to start scheduled commercial flights at the airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUNDRA (Gujarat): The
launch of commeretal fights
from Adani Mundra Airport
will boost connectivity and
interface from Mundra, Adani
Adrport Holdings Director Jeet
Adani said on Tuesday.

The airport will help
unlock unprecedented eco-
nomic potential for the Kutch
region, Adani Group said in a
slatement.

This is the third airport in
the region, other two being at
Kandla and Bhuj.

Earlier in the day, regional
carrier Star Air became the first
airline to start scheduled com-
mercial flights at the alrport,
with the inaugural flight land-
ing from Goa.

As parl of the current oper-
attons, Adami Mundra A:T.rrl.,
J:'ull].' owned and :in:ml‘.::d I:rl,'
Adani Group, will connect
Goa, Mumbai, Hindon and
Surat. As of now the airport
doesnot have a heavy schedule,
Jeet Adani said adding that “we
have a couple of llights con-
necting . Goa, Sural, Mumbal,
and we'll be starting Ahmed-
abad soon as well”

The new airport, with a
1,900-metre runway, was inau-
gurated by Jeet Adani.

“We see that this (Adani

The airport will help unlock unprecedented
economic potential for the Kutch region,
Adani Group said in a statement. This is
the third airport in the region, other two
being at Kandla and Bhuj

Mundra Airport) will open
up a significant amount of
connectivity and interface
from Mundra, our ‘karmab-
hoomi), to the rest of India,’'
he said.

When asked if the facility
would also be looking al air-
lines operaling narrow-body
1:.'::1311.- aisle) aircraft, he said it
is oo early to comment on this
and to start with, it will be only
regional Hights.

“The supply chain is

extremely tight and most of
the narrow-bodies that they
already have are near full. So we
are also not pushing for getting
a narrow-body because we are
letting the economics work for
themselves. So right now only
Star Air we are starting with
And then as demand grows, we
helieve that others will follow”
Jeet Adani said.

The airport also plans
to have flights from Bel-
agavi, Bengaluru, Kolhapur

» As part of the cur-
rent operations, Adani
Mundra Alrpart, fully
owned and operated
by Adanl Group, will
connact Goa, Mumboi,
Hindon and Surat

» As of now the airport
does not have o heavy
schedule, Adani Alrport
Holdings Director leet
Adani said

» "We have a couple of
flights connecting..Goa,
Surat, Mumbai, ond
we'll be starting Ahmed-
obad soon os well, he
added

and Nanded.

The air route is a caleulated
move to fuel the economic
engine of Indias larpest private
port Mundra, and the country'’s
largest SEZ at Mundra, the air-
port operator said.

The launch of eight new air
services by Star Adr from Toes-
day will create an express cor-
ridor, reducing travel time for
trade, commerce, logistics and
tourism, fuelling the economic
engine at Mumﬁu port.

Adani Group
to mvestup to
TooKk-%1l. cr
in airports in
next five years

NEW DELHI: The Adani
Group plans to invest Rs
90,000 crore o Rs 1 lakh
crore across its airport
portlolio over the next five
years, Jeet Adand, Director
at Adani Airport Holdings,
said on Tuesday.

He said the group’s pre-
viously announced five-year
investment plan remains
un-changed.

Jeet Adand also said the
group would participate
aggressively in the gov-
ernment’s upcoming bid-
ding process for 11 new
arrports.

While there is no spe-
cific target for the number
of airports it aims o se-
cure, he said the company
wanits to expand its role in
India% aviation sector and
continue its growth in the
industry. AGER(IES
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PROPOSED GREENFIELD AIRPORT AT KALYANI

Budget: Second Kolkata airport,
deep-sea portin Bengal’s infra push

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The BJP govern-
ment in Bengal, in its maiden
Budget, announced a slew of
infrastructure projects, includ-
ing new airports, an integrated
deep-sea port in East Mid-
napore, mini indoor stadiums
in all Assembly constituencies
and plans for an [1T and an ITM
in North Bengal.

Presenting the Budgetin the
Assembly on Monday, Finance
minister Swapan Dasgupta said
new airports would be devel-
oped in Purulia, Balurghat
and Malda under the Centre's
UDAAN scheme, while the
existing airport at Cooch Behar
would be expanded.

He also unveiled plans fora
second airport for the Kolkata
region, stating that 1,000 acres
would be identified in Kaly-
ani for a greenfield airport to
ease congestion at Kolkata air-
port. The proposed facility, he
said, would be part of a broader
effort to strengthen connectiv-
ity across the state.

Dasgupta said the gov-

CM Suvendu Adhikari, Finance minister Swapan Dasgupta and MoS
Anandamoy Barman display copies of the Budget

FIC/PTI

» New airports will
be developed in
Purulia, Malda and
Balurghat districts

» The existing airport
at Cooch Behar
will be expanded
under connectivity
enhancement plans

» Kalyani will host
a proposed
greenfield airport
serving the
greater Kolkata
region

ernment had drawn up plans
to develop a deep-sea port at
Dandanpatrabarh in East Mid-
napore through the PPP model.
The project will include an inte-
grated port estate for cargo
handling, storage and ancil-
lary industries, along with ded-
icated multimodal road and
rail connectivity. The minister
noted that the existing Kolkata

and Haldia ports suffer from
low draft and high turnaround
time, necessitating a strategic
deep-sea port.

The government also
announced the Bhagirathi
Major Bridge connecting Kalna
and Santipur at an estimated
cost of Rs 1,200 crore, aimed
at boosting trade and socio-
economic growth in the region.

Other major projects
include a 7.41-km Chin-
grighata—New Town elevated
corridor linking EM Bypass
and Salt Lake Sector V at an
estimated cost of Rs 900 crore.
The corridor will feature
ramps, elevated parking bays,
noise barriers, a bridge health
monitoring system and CCTV
surveillance.

The Budget further pro-
posed a 35-km road corridor
between Dankuni Junction and
Mogra in Hooghly at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 1,850 crore,
and a new four-lane bridge
over the Mayurakshi river on
NH-14, along with four-lane
bridges over the Right Bank
Main Canal (RBMC) and Left
Bank Main Canal (LBMC) in
Birbhum, at a cost of Rs 800
crore. The Suvendu Adhikari
government will also under-
take techno-economic feasi-
bility studies for metro links
between Durgapur-Asansol
and Siliguri-Jalpaiguri.

In addition, the budget
proposed Rs 100 crore for
improvement of jetties along
the Hooghly river, development
of link roads to rural markets,
upﬁmdation of those markets
and promotion of fisheries in
adjoining areas. The govern-
ment also plans to build Ro-Ro
terminals along the Shalimar-
Garden Reach stretch to reduce
traffic pressure on Vidyasagar
Setu and key arterial roads in
Kolkata and Howrah.
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Malda happy to get new
airport, 2 municipalities

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MALDA: Several important
announcements for Malda in the
‘West Bengal State Budget have been
warmly welcomed by residents, busi-
ness leaders and civic authorities. The
budget presented by Finance minis-
ter Swapan Dasgupta includes plans
for a new airport under the UDAN
scheme, the creation of two new
municipalities in the district, mea-
sures to tackle the persistent prob-
lem of Ganga erosion, support for
mango growers and improvements
in education, healthcare and emer-
gency services.

To improve regional connectiv-
ity and make air travel more afford-
able, the minister announced that
new airports would be developed in
Purulia, Balurghat and Malda under
the Centre’s UDAN scheme. He said:
“To make air travel easier and more
affordable and to strengthen regional
tourism, new airports will be devel-
oped under the UDAN scheme.”

An allocation of Rs 10 crore
has been proposed in the current
financial year for the initiative. The
announcement comes at a time when
efforts are underway to operation-
alise the existing Malda airstrip.

The budget further announced
that Gazole and Chanchal would be
upgraded into municipalities, while
a new fire station would be estab-
lished at Manikchak, strengthening
civic and emergency infrastructure
in the district.

The budget also stated that land
would be provided by the state gov-
ernment for setting up Navodaya
Vidyalayas, with Malda among
the four districts identified in the
first phase. In the health sector,
the existing hospital in Baman-

gola will be upgraded to improve
healthcare services in the area.

A major highlight for the district
was the focus on Ganga erosion.
Referring to the rivers vulnera-
ble stretch, the minister said: “The
163-km stretch of the Ganga flow-
ing through Malda, Murshidabad
and Nadia is highly vulnerable to
floods and erosion. Erosion-control
and flood-management works will
be undertaken at identified vulnera-
ble locations” He further announced
dredging and activation of the Sakari-
gali palaeo channel along the Ben-
gal-Bihar-Tharkhand border to help
shift the main flood flow towards the
more stable southern bank. Further,
describing Malda as the “mango cap-
ital of India’, the minister said: “To
increase the income of mango farm-
ers and strengthen the value chain
system, modern post-harvest techno-
logical facilities will be encouraged.
Emphasis will be placed on mango
exports by setting up vapour heat
treatment plants and integrated pack
houses” For this purpose, the gov-
ernment has allocated Rs 50 crore.

Welcoming the announcements,
chairman of English Bazar Munici-
pality Krishnendu Narayan Choud-
hury said: “..The airport project,
anti-erosion measures and civic
infrastructure up‘ffrfdcs will open
new avenues for development and
employment in the district”

Ujjwal Saha, president of Malda
Merchant Chamber of Commerce
and industry, said: “The proposed
airport will significantly improve
connectivity and attract investment.
The allocation for mango infrastruc-
ture and export facilities is particu-
larly encouraging and will benefit
thousands of growers, traders and
workers associated with the sector”
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Major Budget boost for Cooch Behar: Airport
expansion and women'’s college announced

SHASHIKESH ROY

COOCH BEHAR: The
announcement of Cooch Behar
Airport’s expansion in the first
budget of the new state govern-
ment has generated optimism
among residents and the busi-
ness community. Locals believe
the move will revive air connec-
tivity and accelerate the districts
overall development.

At present, the airport’s run-
way is 1,059 metres long and
previously accommodated only
nine-seater aircraft. Residents
hope that the planned expan-
sion of the runway and airport
infrastructure will enable larger
aircraft operations, improving
connectivity and boosting sec-
tors such as trade, tourism, edu-
cation, healthcare and industry.

Built during the reign of the
Maharajas of Cooch Behar, the

The government
allocates Rs 50 cr
for Rajbanshi
community’s welfare

airport once had regular flight
services but became virtually
non-operational in 1996. Several
attempts were made to restore
services after 2011. A significant
breakthrough came on Febru-
ary 21,2023, when a nine-seater
air service was launched under
the Centres UDAN scheme.
Operated by IndiaOne Air, the
service continued under a three-
year agreement before ending in
February this year.

Residents claim the ser-
vice received an overwhelm-
ing response, with tickets often
booked weeks in advance, high-
lighting the demand for air con-

nectivity in the district. The
latest budget announcement
has therefore renewed hopes of
regular commercial flight oper-
ations. Former secretary of the
Cooch Behar District Business
Association, Suraj Ghosh, said:
“The airport expansion would
greatly benefit business and
trade and help attract invest-
ment to the region.”

The budget has also brought
good news for the Rajbanshi
community. The government
has allocated Rs 50 crore for the
promation of the Rajbanshi lan-
guage the development of the

anshi Academy and the
wdfan of Rajbanshi folk artists.
Community leaders have wel-
comed the move, describing it
as a significant step towards pre-
serving and promoting Rajban-
shi culture.

Banshi Badan Barman, sec-

retary of the Greater Cooch
Behar People’s Association,
thanked the government for
the allocation, saying it reflects
greater recognition of the com-
munity’s needs.

In another major announce-
ment, the state government has
proposed the establishment of a
womenss college in Tufanganj, a
long-standing demand of resi-
dents. Welcoming the initiative,
minister and Tufanganj MLA
Malti Rava Roy said: “The bud-
get reflects a comprehensive
vision for development and that
the proposed college would play
an important role in expanding
educational opportunities for
women in the region.”

With key announcements
in aviation, education and com-
munity welfare, the state Budget
has raised fresh hopes for Cooch
Behar's development.
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WW-Ilairstriptobedeveloped
as reglonalalrportln Purulia

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Purulia, 22.June

Finance minister Swapan
Dasgupta has announced plans
to convert the abandoned
Charraairstripintoaregional
connectivity airport under the
UDAN scheme. Located barely
eight kilometres from Purulia
town, the project aims to
transform this World War I
relicinto adriver of economic
growth.

Purulia MP Jyotirmoy Singh
Mahato welcomed the
announcement in the state
Budget, saying it would
significantly boost tourism
and act as a catalyst for the
local economy.

The airstrip was originally
built by the British during
World War 11 in Purulia’s
Mofussil Thana area for
emergency landings. It has
remained unused for decades,
withextensive infrastructure
lying idle.

Recently, senior officials
fromthe transport department,
aircraft engineers, RITESand
the Land and Land Reforms

Government empluvees and suppurters celebrate inside the
West Bengal Legislative Assembly after the state Budget
announced a 20 per cent increase in Dearness Allowance (DA),
in Kolkata on Monday. «

departmentinspected the site.
The runway measures 1,722
metres in length and 350
metres in width Initial technical
assessments flagged challenges.
including a railway line on
one side and high-tension
wires across the runway, which
would prevent larger aircraft
from operating.

Theteam suggested removing
the wires to allow 19-seater
aircraft toland on the western
side. With a modest extension
of the nunway, 42-seater planes
could also operate. An air
training school has been
proposed as an alternative

use.

Strategically located near
the Jharkhand border, the site
is close to industrial centres
such as Raghunathpur and
Asansol, enhancing its potential
importance for the regional
EConony.

The land, once under the
defence ministry, was later
transferred to the state
government through the
initiative of former Baghmundi
MLA Nepal Mahato, The project
will now proceed under the
civilaviation ministry’s UDAN
initiative to improve regional
connectivity.
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/ Airports, Metro, roads:
Boost for infrastructure

SNEHANMOY
CHAKRABORTY

Caleutta: The Suvendu
Adhikar government's frst
budget on Motiday pushied in-
frastructursdevalopment, 114-
ng thi “donble-engine” modal
o rilse the capital expendl-
ture allocation by 65 per cent
ovar the previous vear and an-
nouncing dozens of Toad, ratl
(AL WG WY PITCEs.

Whils the provious govern-
mnt spent 260858 crore on
capital expenditure in 22526
(revissd estimbes), this your's
propoged outlay 1s #41,000
crore.

Presenting the budget, f-
nance minister Swapan Dos-
wupta stressod soveridl koy
projocts, partcularty those
admed &t boosting connectivl-
iy, cructal inindustrial growth
and the Eniking of major doest-
narions width riral areas,

Dasgupta said Bangal's
first BJP government would
harness the Narendra Modl
government's Schemae for
Sperial Assistance o States

for Caplial In-
mrmnnt ]

/m

AT A GLANCE
lmmﬁmhgm hl.bsh!pﬁahpa.rlmrshlp
to38%(fromOet1) | uFive naw dastricts of
& Pledge ta fiil 1 lakh Kolkata, Basirhad,
goviposts, with 33% Sundarbans, Jangipur,
women's reservation Arambagh; Contaitabe a
= 3,000 monthiy dole for | Police detnct
|oblass graduate youths; m Foviow of urbean land
72,000 for non-graduales | celling law; land bank for
= 750,000 as one-fima industry
highes-aducation grmnt sLlawio]
to unmarried woman ‘syndicate’ extartion
= Airport in Kalysni m Rovival of Calcutta
= Additional 650 MBES Stock Exchange
and 450 PG soats u Someonducto
& North Bengal to get an al Durgapur proposed
AlIMS, canoar hospital, lFlwan.-rnm;tnmn
I Tand iIM 30%, aided by thrselold
m Five regional madical Jumgp in cantral grant

funds. Tha state plans o sook  my.” be told the Assembly,
F10,000 crore from the Centra He also proposed new alr.
for capital-intenstve projects.  poris i Purntia, Balurghat and
Malda undar the Cenire's Udan
Airports {Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik)
Dusgupea sald his govermment  schame, apart from the expan.
would {dentify 1,000-1,500 stonof Cooch Behar atrport.
acres of Iand nosr Kalyard for Governmednt sources safd
i W nirpart. that having airports in the

“Kolkata airport s facing
significant passenger conges-
thon, and thera is a nead for a
sapond atrport (near) KEolkata
m hoost the leDHll HE0M0-

Mstrict owns wus crucial w
promoting robust industriall-
sation.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 b

Airports, roads:

» FROM PAGE 1

The state Is prioritising air con-
nectivity in roeglons boasting
ample land and potenttal for new
industriss.

The government will also
provide 35 acres and 37 acres of
lan] to the Hastimara and Kalal-
kunda sir force stations, respec-
tively, for expansion and devel-
apment.

Elevated corridor

Dasgupta proposad a 0 crore,
7.41km Chingrighata-New Town
Elevated Corridor as a way of
easing the chromic traffic conges-
tion near Chingrighata

The allocation covers elevat-
ad parking facilities, nolse bar-
riers, bridge health monitoring
systems and CCTV survelllance,
AMONgE others.

Metro

Techno-economic feastbill-
ty studies will be carried out
for Metro links between Dur-
gapur and Asansol, and be-

twoon Sillgurl and J'I]:lllgm'l

will iImprove connectivity In one
of south Bengal's bigeest indus-
trial hubs. A Metro in north Ben-
gal can boost fourism and wan
by,
Freight corridor, roads
“The Eastern Dedicated Froight
Corridor linking Dankuni with
Ludhiana has been tmplement-
ad by the Government of India
Our government will take pro-
active IMSASIIes 1o resolve bot-
tenecks, Including tssues mlxted
0 land aogquisition, complete the
final inkage between Andal and
Dankumnd, and develop Dankuni
as a multt-maodal logistes hub,™
Dasguptassid

“In addition, the stie gov-
ernment will take proactive
measures o Implement the
Dankuni-Surat Dedicated

Boost for infrastructure

Chief minister Suvendu
Adhikan and finanoe

Calcutta on Monday after the
budget presentation. (FT1)

ject between Dankuni Junction
andd Mogra tn Hooghly district.

over the Mayurakshi on NH14 tn
Birtyhum that will span both the

river's man canals The bridgs
will improve connectivity be-
twoen central and north Bengal.

A sum of 1,200 crore has
been proposad for bullding a
bridge over the Bhagirathi,
connecting Kalna in East Bur-
dwan with Santpur in Nadia.
It will hnk the agrarian balts of
Burdwan and Birbhum with
the river’s eastern bank. The
government has also allocated
F100 crore for bullding a bridge
between Nandigram and Haldia

Waterways

Dasgupta proposed 100 crore
for improving the letiies along
the Bhagirathl and the Hooghly

pact on the rural economy and
on the transportation of goods
through waterways"” hesaid
The state also plans to en-
colurageashift of frelght trans-
port to rivers, which could
reduce road congestion tn Cal-
cutia and lower smissions and

transport costs.

Dasgupta proposad the con-
struction of roll-on/moll-off ter-
minals— which allow cargo tobe
driven directly ontoand off a ves-
sel via ramps — along the Shall-
mar-Garden Reach stretch. The
Idea 1s to reduoe oaffic pressumn
on the Vidyasagar Seni and key
roads in Caleutta and Howrdh

Solar energy

A large floating solar photovol-
tale project will be set up witha
Battery Energy Storage System
at Bakreswar Dam in Birbhum
atan estimaed #2000 crome, The
goveTTIment dlso plans rooftop
solar power systems in 2 lakh
hiouseholids across the stato,
Sundarbans

The government will prioritise
infrastructure development In
the Sundarbans, 54 of whose 104
1slamds are Inhabited. Dasgupta
proposed a budget allocation
of #¥100 crore {br bullding pon-
toon-hased jelties and related
connectivity infimstricture.
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Akasa Air eyes 307 capacity growth
in FY27, on track for IPO in 2-3 years

ROSY OUTLOOK. Airline on ‘certain and deterministic’ path to proftability driven by fleet inductions, says CFO

—
Rohit Waid
Mew Debi

After sustaining operational
profitability for six consecut
ive months, Akasa Air (SNV
Aviation) is tarﬁr.'t'u‘u;;l:m:‘r3-!!,lI
per cent capacity growth in
F¥27 while remaining on
track for an initial public of-
fering (TPO) in the next two
to four vears despite geopol-
irical tenstons and fuel price
volatility  contimuing  to
weigh on the aviation sector,
irs Chief Flnanctal Officer
Ankur Goel said.

Speaking in Delhi on Tues-
day on the alrline's financtal
performance ond  growth
outlook, Goel said Akasa wos
EBITDA-positive  for  six
straight months  from
September to March and re-
mained on o “certaln and de-
terministic” path to profit-
ability, driven by continued
fleet inductions and expan
sion of its domestic and in-
ternational operations.

This trajectory, sald Goel,
is backed by contnued air-
craft inductions and expan-
sion of its domestic and in-

Akasa’s international
operations could rise
to nearly 40 per cent
over the next few
vears

ANKUR GOEL

CFO, Akasa Mr

rernathonal network

Notably, the airline ended
FY¥26 with a fleet of 37 air-
craft, up from 27 adreraft a
vear earlier, after adding 10
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft
during the vear.

All additions, Goel poin-
ted out, were brand-new air-
craft and not leased or
second-hand planes.

Meanwhile, Akusa's capa-
clry, measured In available
seat kilometres (ASKs), grew
by around 30 per cent vear-
on-year in FY26 and is expec-
ted to increase by more than
30 per cent againin FY 27,

The airline, Goel sald, ex

pects to continue expanding

at a compounded annual
growth rate of 30-40 per cemt

i

over the next five vears.

FINANCIAL PROFILE
According o Goel, the
growth had come alongside
an improving financial pro-
file. In rerms of financials,
excluding the impact of ac-
counting changes related to
foreign exchange liahilitles
under Ind AS 116, the air-
line's losses in FY26 were
lower than in FY25 despire
the 30 per cent increase in
capacity.

“This was o year tha re
defined us. Capacity im-
proved by 30 per cent year-
on-year and our loss num
bers were actually better
compared to FY 25, he said.

Besides, the airline's unit

revenwes (RASK) improved
by about 10 per cent on an
adjusted basls despive rapld
capacity addirions, while its
total unit cost, or cost per
available  sear  kilometre
(CASK), declined by 4 per
cemt year-on-year,

Excluding fuel, unit costs
rermained broadly stable des-
pite currency depreciation
and other external pres
sures, he said.

Az a  result, Akasa's
EBITDA margins improved
by a stagpering &0 per cent
during the year, bringing the
airline closer to full-year
erational profitability.

Goel noted that the unpre-
cedented spike in aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) prices
earlier this vear had posed a
significant challenge for air-
lines, However, government
measures, Incheding capping
fuel price increases and re-
ducing charpes at certain air-
ports, had helped malntain

the viability of airline
operations.
CAPACITY DEPLOYMENT

On  capacity  deployvment,
Goel said Akasa's interna-

tional operations now ac-
count for around 25 per cent
of {18 votal capacity and could
rise oo nearhy 40 per cent over
the next few years.

Additionally, the airling
plans to deepen its presence
in  Southeast Asia, with
Hinol set 1o become its
latest international destina-
tion in September,

The carder currenmtly op
erates 3 fleet of 39 aircraft
aned plans o have 226 akreraft
by 2032

In addition, Goel said
Akasa had no plans woalver its
business model by introdu-
cing premium cabins or leas-
Ing obder atreraft, and it re-
mained  committed o
operating a single-class, all-
economy fleet,

On a potential IPO, he re-
iterated the airline’s earlier
timeline of two o four years,

[hespite short-term head-
winds, Goel said Akasas
long-term growth plans re
mained intact; with the air-
line continuing to hire pilots,
cabln crew and engineers
while taking deliveries of
new aircraft and expanding
its network.

Connectivity boost for
Gujaratas Star Air
starts Mundra flights

—
Ancesh Phadnis
Mundrs

An Embwraer E175 gmircraft
from Goa touched down m
the Mundra airport on Tues-
dov, marking the lounch of
pcheduled  passenger  ser
vices, The launch of Star Air
services follows the develop-
ment of a pussenger terminal
o boost air connectivity in
the Kutch region of Gujarat.

While Bhug and Kandla air
ports in Kurch handle regular
passenger flights, traffic at
Mundra has been limited to
non scheduled operations.
These include business jets
and an air taxi service from
Ahmedabad, operuted by
three-seater  Tecnam  air-
craft,

From Tuesday, Mundra is
being linked o Mumbat,
Hindom and Surat in addition
to Goa by Star Air, "“We will
be gradually adding Mights
here. W need our own con-
nectivity os pariners and em-
ployees frequently visly the
city. There will also be tour-
ism travel, which will add to
demand,” said Jeer Adani,

Director, Adani  Alrport
Holdings Lid ,
Adani  described  the

launch of direct connectivity
toMumbai as 3 “major break-
through™ for Mundra and
gabd improved links with
metro cities would provide a
significant boost to the re-

J_gl_ln‘ls eronomis

development.

HUGE POTENTLAL

Star Ait Chief Executive Of-
ficer Shmran Singh Tiwana
doesn't see Mundra ai
cannibalising traffic from
Bhuj. While Bhuj is connec-
ted with Delhi, Star Airis fiy-
i o Hindon. “'We are also
connecting  Mundra  with
Goa 1 think Mundra has a
huge potential,” he added.

According to local MLA
Aniruddha Dave, the Mundra
Airport will also benefit res-
idents who are settled In
Wiest Asio and the UK.

Bhuj airport handled 28
lakh passengers last fiscal
Though it = an established
market, it has lmiations as
it is controlled by the LAF,
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Akasaretains
30-10% growth
target despite
headwinds

DEEFAK PATEL
Mesw Delhi, 23 june

Akasa Air expects to maintain a 30-40 per
cent growth trajectory over the nexct five
years, even as the West Asia conflictand s
sharp rise in aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices have created short- term headwinds
for the aviation industry, the airdine’s
Chict Financial Officer, Ankur Goel, said
on Tuesday.

The airline also aims to expand its pas:
senger handling capacity by more than 30
per cent year-on-year (Y-0-Y) in financial
year 1027{FY27).

Theairdine’s net loss nammowed in FY'26,
compared to FY25, despite a 30 per cent
increase in capacity during Fy'»6, Goel said
during & press conference here. He did not
reveal the exact loss numbers.

“For six months, which is September till
March... we were actually Ebitda positive,”
he sail, adding that the milestone rein-

foreed the airline's confidence
that its path to profitability
Was “pertain”,

Eamings hefiore
imterest, taxes, depreci-
ation and amortisation

(Ebitda) is a measure of
operating profitability that
micludes inancing and accounting costs.

Akasa  Air's standalone net  loss
widened 187 per cent Y-0-Y to approxi-
mately T1.983 crore in the FY25, driven by
rising employer costs, aircraft mainten-
ance and airport charges, and a sharp
increase in forex expenses.

Arcording to Goel, Akasa was also tar-
peting an imitial poblic offering (IPO)
within the next bwoto fiour years, although
he stressed that listing plans woulld follow
business performance rather than drive it

“IPOwill happen for s, It's not & ques-
tionolif, it'sa question of when. We are not
creating an airline todoan TPO. We are cre-
ating an mirline that really creates value,”
hesaid,

Milestones such as sustnined Ebitda
positivity, positive cash Hlows and overall
profitability would puide the Gming of the
listing, acconding tothe CRO.

As of FY'26, Akasa had a Heet of 37 air-
craft after adding 10 new Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft during the financial year. The air-
line currently operates 39 aircrafi and is
expected to have 206 aircraft by 2032,
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AS CAMPBELL WILSON READIES FOR DEPARTURE

Chandra Enters the
Cockpit at Air India

Urges better coordination
as he reviews ops weekly
to maintain stability until
new CEQ comesin

Kala Vijayraghavan & Arindam Majumder

Mumbai | New Delhi: Tata Sons chair-
man N Chandrasekaran has stepped in
to conduct weekly reviews at Air India
as the carrier navigates a turbulent bu-
siness environment and leadership un-
certainty, with chief executive Camp-
bell Wilson set to depart.

Chandrasekaran has called for closer
coordination across the airline’s de-
partments. Key divisions such as flight
operations, commercial strategy and fi-
nance have been directed to submit we-
ekly progress reports directly to the
chairman, according to people familiar
with the matter. Theaimistoensuresta-
bility until the appointment of a new
CEO, they said.

Chandra has appointed former civil
aviation secretary Pradeep Singh Kha-
rola as executive advisor. He will be part
of the management team and his expe-
rience will be invaluable in ensuring
smooth leadership transition, Wilson
saidin an internal memo that wasrevie-
wed by ET. Tata Sons did not comment.

No Consensus Yet over CEO Name »» 15

Turbulent Times

Key business | Costs surge and
decisions disruptions hit airline
await CEQ 4
: Over 350
appointment daily flights O o
; cut as G
$ é jet fuel prices rise
i “ '. Employee marale
4 » : affected ;‘m
Air India
V7

@)> turnaround remams@@—'
\g-.)/ strategic priority S
Capacity rationalisation 4

planned through
faster retirements

N Chandrasekaran
Chairman, Tata Sons

TaMo Plans up to z40kct
Investment Over 5 Yrs

Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles

planstoinvest¥37,500-40,000

croreover the next five years to
expand capacity by nearly 45%. It expects
new models to help double annual sales to
more than 1.2 million units. »» 5

®Mundra Plant will Now Run
Till September: Tata Power »» 5

No Consensus Yet
over CEO Name

»»FromPage1

Chandrasckaran’s intervention un-
derscores the importance of Alr ln-
dia's multi billisn-dollar turnare-
und stratepy for India’s biggest
conglomerate. The airlin
Tataacyuired through priva
in 2022, has had W contend with a
plane erash that killed 260 Tast year,
surging costs due to the Iran war
that's forced flight cancellations,
and an interior refit programme
that's lageing.

Wilson's unexpected resignation
came as the earrier is struggling to
maintain the momentum of its ag-
gressive flect expansion plan and
service upgrades. While chicf com-
mereial and transformation offieer
Nipun Apparwal and former Vistara
chief’ executive Vinod Kannan re-
main in the race for the CEQ's post-
tion, there is no consensus within
Tata group's lop echelons, said (he
peoplecited alwwve,

Air Tndia execulives said indeci-
sion over the CEQ's position is hol.
ding up key business decisions and
lowering the morale of cmployoes.

“The chairman has a mandate of
running multiple group companies
and eannot beexpected Lo run a busi-
ness like aviation, which needs
hands-on approach,” said one of

thom. “The company needs to appo-
inta CEQ fast and empower him ful-
|y torun the company:”

"Air Lndia has also been the subject
of intensediscussions qrr:Lem Tata

sing the matterof its
ses — Rs 27,000 cror 2

foreed a further infusion of funds
from Tata group and 25.1% co.owner
Singapere Airlines.

The airline has cut over 350 daily
fights as jel fuel prices have shot up
duetothe West Asiaconfliet, The im-
paet is heavieron the airline compa-
red with rival IndiGo as closure of
Pakistaniairspace hasforecd AirIn-
dia’s Furope and North Ameriea
flights to take longor routes, sharply
increasing fuel consumption and
crew costs.

“The board iscurrently talinganother
look at its aircraft delivery pipeline,
thaugh any deferment in the near term
s unlikely ss this willl atiracta penally
I'mm manufacturers. The aidine will

detivery of scven more wide-body
;un:mlt in FY27 while budget arm Air
mmatbmcsswﬂlmmmumd 10Ba-
eing T7 Max planes in thisfiscal,

There will be capacity rationalisa-
tion, with older planes being retired
fasteras they eonsume more fuel, ex-
centivessaid.
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Akasa Air Plansto
Hike Capacity by 30%
MNew Delhi: Akasa Airplansa
capacity growth of around 30%
in FY27, and the long-term
plans have not gone through
any rethink amid the geopalit-
ical uncertainties, the airline's
chief financial officer Ankur
Goel said. The airline, which
currently has afleetof 39
Boeing 737 MAX planes, de-
ploys around 25% of its capac-
ity oninternational routes. In
the 2025-26 fiscal yvear, airline's
operating revenue increased
by 37%. =0ur Bureau
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AkasaAir targets over 30%
capacity growthin FY27

® Airline eyes IPO
within 2-4 years

MITIN KL MAR
Mew Delhi, June 23

AKASA AIR EXPECTS to grow
capac ||:3.rl1:.r mare than 30% m
Y27 and significanthy expand
M= infersiational ﬁ.ml!p:hu.wlﬂl.
OVCeTSCas routcs I!'I'l.'llﬁ.'tl:d to
account for around 40% of
total capadty over the next fow
years aceording to Chief Finan-
cial Officer An kurGoel Theadr
line is also targeti ng an initial
public offering (IPC) within the
eyt twolofouryears.

Intermational operatoms
currently contribute about
1 5% of Alena'soverall capacity,
Since commiencing operations
I August 2022, the carrier has
steadily expanded across
dometicand ovemseas markeds,
with intermational routes
cmerging as a key pillar of its
|l.11'IE torm strate gy

Despite mear-term chal-
lenpes facing the aviation
Industry, Induding elevated
aviation turbine fuel (ATH
prices and disruptions linked to
the West Asia conflict, Akasa
expects 1o sustain ann ual

SPREADING WINGS

®international
aperations
currently
cantribute about
25% of Akasa Air's
overall capacity

B The arline
expects to sustain
annual grawth of
30-40% owver the
niext five years

# Reported a 37% y-oy increase
ih eperating revenue in FY26

growth of 30-40% over the
nest riwyl_-ﬂn

“Ourcverallcapacityin FY X7
o hik r}:,r o Ernwh-..r more than
30, We eXpect 10 contdnue
ek eng e W e of 30-40%s
forthe ned five yeas,” Goelsaid.

As part of its international
cxpansion  plans, Akasa
Lavine hed services o Phuket in
Frltand is prepanng to com
mence flights to Haned, Thealr-
Eneisalso hnhngfpdmrrn its
presenoe acios Southeast Aska
and the Gulfregion

Akazsa reported a 37 year-
On-year increaes i operating
mvenuein FY26, while aipadty,
measured inavailable seatkilo-
metres{ASEs) rose 30Mbduring

the period. Goel said the airfine
narmorwed its net loss i FY26
compared with FY 25 despite
the s'g i icant capacity expan
slon thoughhe didnot dscdose
the exact figures,

*Forsix months, from Sep
tember till March, we were
Ebitda positive,” he said,
adding that the achisvement
reinforced  management’s
confidence In the alrling’s
pathio profitabilty.

Akzsa had reporteda stand -
alone net loss of nearly T1,983
croge In FY 25, primarily due o
higheremployee costs, ainoraft
maintenanoe expmmses, airport
charges and a sham inorease in

foreign cxchange-related cmosts.
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Akasa Air adds
39th plane to
its fleet Akasa

Akasa Air, which has been fly-
ing for nearly four years, on
Monday received its 38th
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft.

So far in 2028, the airline
has added eight aircraft to its
fleet. About the 39th plane,
Akasa Air said the first leg of
the aircraft's delivery flight
commenced from Seattle,
USA, to Reykjavik, Iceland,
and concluded with the final
leg from Cairo, Egypt, to
Bengaluru. Bearing registra-
tion number VT-YBF, the
Boeing 737 MAX 8-200 air-
craft arrived at Kempegowda
International  Airport  in
Bengaluru on Monday, it said
in a release. -PT1
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Former civil aviation secy Kharola
joins Air India’s sr mgmt team

PTI

NEW DELHI

—

Former Civil  Aviation
Secretary  Pradeep Singh

Kharola has joined as an
Executive Advisor to Air India
Chairman N Chandrasekaran
and as a full-time member of
the management committee
of the airline, according to an
internal communication.

Kharola, who served as Air
India's Chairman and
Managing Director for over
two years during government
ownership, is joining the sen-
ior management team with
immediate effect

Air India, acquired by the

Tata Group in January 2022, is
facing multiple headwinds
and heavy losses,

The airline's Chief
Executive  Officer and
Managing Director Campbell
Wilson has resigned and will
leave in the coming months,

Kharola served as the
Managing Direcior between
2007 and 2019 prior to assum-
ing the role of civil aviation
secretary, where he was
deeply involved in the privat-
isation process of the airline,

Wilson said in an internal
communication on Monday.
"As Executive Advisor to

the Chairman, he will be a full
member of Air India's
Management Committee

where, with my tenure in its
final months, his experience
will be invaluable in ensuring
a smooth leadership transition
to a new CEO," Wilson said.

Post privatisation, Tata Sons
Chairman N Chandrasekaran
is chairing the Air India board.
In recent weeks, the airline
has taken various cost-saving
measures, including introduc-
ing a no-meals fare and tem-
porarily trimming its flight
network.
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Air India weighing more flight reductions

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Air India is consid-
ering a long-term reduction in
the number of flights it operates,
by up to 30%, as part of its effort
to return to profitability, officials
at the Tata Group-owned airline
said.

The Air India group, as per
data by Cirium- an aviation ana-
lytics company, has already
reduced the number of flights it
operates since March, from
3448l flights to 27736 in June ,a
nearly 20% reduction, but these
cuts were expected to be tempo-
rary. The officials said the airline
will now restructure its flights,
perhaps restart some of the ones
it has suspended since March,
but suspend others. Overall, an
up to 30% reduction would
mean its monthly flights go
down by around 10,344 flights.

Air India group runs full ser-
vice Air India and low cost Air
India Express.

Air India’s lossis estimated at
nearly 327,000 cr in FY26. MINT

Air India is expected to
declare a loss of almost 27,000
crore in 2025-26, a year in which
it saw the unfortunate crash of
AT171 that killed 260 people, and
a spike in operational costs on
account of fuel prices and flight
path diversions forced upon it by
the war in West Asia.

HT learns that Tata Sons, the
holding company, has pushed
Air India to cut costs and focus
on profitability.

“The plan to restructure oper-
ations was discussed as one of

the options in the Tata Sons
board meeting,” one of the offi-
cials cited above said, asking not
to be named.

A detailed query sent to Air
India and Tata Sons on Friday
did not elicit a response.

As part of the plan, the airline
will also look at gradually phas-
ing out of older planes or use
them for fewer flights because
those are expensive to operate as
compared to newer ones, a sec-
ond official said, asking not to be
named. On many key routes, the
airline is also considering merg-
ing flights, this person added.
“Focus, essentially, is on profita-
bility.”

A third official said the airline
was prioritising operational sta-
bility over growth. “The focusis
on strengthening the network by
flying routes that generate better
returns. Expansion can resume
once the airline is financially sta-
ble,” the official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Bloomberg reported on June
12 that the airline is also in talks

with Airbus and Boeing to defer
deliveries to a later date; the air-
line has orders of around 500
aircraft with the two companies,
and its peak deliveries were
scheduled in 2027-28.

A reduction in the number of
flights operated by Air India, will
impact passenger growth and
fares.

As per latest data by the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion, the Air India group hasa
domestic market share of 24.7%.

Kapil Kaul, CEO & director
CAPA India said, “Cost pressures
continue to remain severe due to
factors such as currency depreci-
ation, high fuel costs and air-
space closures. With demand
also softening and Q2 being an
off-season period, short-term
network rationalisation is both
imperative and logical. Contin-
ued geopolitical uncertainty
adds to the challenges. Reducing
losses and conserving cash will
need to be the key focus areas
driving decisions across air-
lines.”
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Akasa Air plans IPO in next 2-4 yrs

NEW DELHI: Akasa Air plans
to launch an inftial public offer-
tng (IPO) within the next two lo
four years, subject to achieving

key financial milestones, Chief

Financial Officer Ankur Goel
said on Tuesday.

Speaking al a media brief-
ing, Goel said an IPO is inevi-
table for the airline. “It is not
a question of if, but when," he
said, adding that the carrier is
focused on ereating long-lerm
value rather than pursuing a
listing for its own sake.

The timeline will depend
on lactors such as achieving
EBITDA positivity, improwing
cash flows and at-laining profit-
ability. Akasa Air was EBITDA
positive during the September
2025-March 2026 period and
reported lower bosses compared
with the previous year

Goel said the airdine remains
"cauh'uu:.l}' aplimmistic” d:spilc
industry headwinds, induding
higher fuel costs and disrup-
thons linked to the West Asia
conflict. He added that all key
aperating metrics, hdud.'lng
revenue, unit costs, EBITDA
and cash burn, continue to
improve as projected.

The airline aims to increase
capacity b}' 30 per cent in the
current financial year and

expects annual growth al

30-40 per cent over the next
four o five years. It also plans

to expand internationally, with
Southeast Asia identified as the
next E;n‘.rwth markel.

Akasa Adr currently operates
a fleet of 39 aircralt and serves
34 destinations, including seven
interna-tional cities. The carrier
has ordered 226 Boeing 737
MAX aircraft, with the remain-
ing 187 scheduled for delivery
over the next six vears.

For FY26, operating revenue
rose 37 per cent while capacity,
measured by available seat kilo-
metres (ASKs), increased 30 per
cent. Revenue per available seat
kilometre (RASK) improved 10
per cent, while cost per avail-
able seat kilometre (CASK)
declined 4 per cent. The air-
line said ERITDAR margins
unprr_wl:ul 60 per cent, driven b}
scale, operational efficdency and
disciplined execution.  AGERDES
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AKASA AIMS 30-40% YOY
CAPACITY ADDITION
OVER NEXT 5 YEARS

Focusison
Southeast
Asla

After building a
strong presence
in the Gulf,
Akasa said lts
next phase of
international
expansion will
focus mainly on
Southeast Asia.
The airline will
continue to add
more capacity

Alrline
is well

capitalised

Ankur Goel,
Akasa Air CFO,
said the

girline is wall
capitalised to
face short-term
headwinds and
is optimistic. He
said despite the
challenges,
passenger
demand remains
strong

ARSHAD KHAN & NewDelhi

AKASA AIR plans to increase capacity by
30% (available seat kilometres, (ASKs)) in
the financial vear 2027 and aims to sustain
aggressive growth of 30-40% vear-on-year
over the next five years, a senior airline
executive said on Tuesday

After building a strong presence in the
Gulf, Alkasza said its next phase of interna-
tional expansion will focus mainly on
Southeast Asia.

“We are likely to add one-third or about
30% of the capacity this fiscal year over
the capacity we ended with in FY26. Last
fiscal year, we added about
30% of capacityv over FY25
capacity These are very big
numbers. The capacity is
likely to continue growing
in the range of 30% to 40%
over the next 5 years. So
this growth is not ending, it
will get carried on, and we
will continue to add more
capacity,” said Akasa Air
Chief Financial Officer, An-
kur Goel, on Tuesday

Akasa's plan to expand
its capacity comes as larger plavers in the
Indian aviation market - Air India and In:
diGo - have curtailed operations in the
wake of the West Asia crises, which trig-
gered a sharp jump in jet fuel prices and
led to operational challenges.

Goel said that Akasa iz well capitalised
to face short-term headwinds and is cau-
tionsly optimistic. He said that despite the
challenges, passenger demand continue to
remain strong. Goel also stated that the
airline would like to launch an initial pub-
lic offering (IP0) in 2-4 yvears. provided
they achieve certain financial milestones,
such as turning profitable and having a
robust cash flow
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GE sends Al 171 engine analysis,
final AAIB report I|kely in 2 mths

fend itself a lot after a furore
over the first prelim report.
Senior investigators say
the engine report will likely be
on expected lines — that there

All Eyes Now On Bureau: Can It
Pinpoint Exact Cause Of Crash?

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: American major

GE Aerospace has sent the en-
gineanalysisreportsof Airln-
dia's illfated Boeing 787
Dreamliner, which crashed
last June 12 in Ahmedabad.
This was among the crucial in-
puts awaited by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bu-
reau (AATB) for preparing the
final report on the Al-171 crash
that left 260 people dead.

“The engines were sent to
the US for analysis by GE, and
their reports are in. All inputs
awaited have been received
now. The AAIB will now ana-
lyseallfactors, dothe sequenc-
ing and the final report should

be out in about two months,”
said a person in the know.

Now, all eyves are on the
AATB tosee if it can pinpoint
what exactly caused the
crash. The report is going to
be scrutinised very closely
globally and could also be
challenged in courts across
muliiple countiries.

“What we know is that the
engines had stopped owing to
fuel supply cut. What we don’t
know is why this happened.
Air accident investigations
have to eliminate all probabili-
ties and zero in on what could
have happened. What the final
report should definitely not do
is resort to obliquely blaming
someone or something if the
exact cause is not zeroced in

CRASH MTS'I'ER'I’

on,” said an expert who has
been probing air accidents
fordecades.

This expectation stems
from a controversial line in
AATR’s first prelim report is-
sued last July. It read: “In the
cockpit voice recording, one
of the pilots is heard asking
the other why he cutoff. The
other pilot responded that he
didnotdoso.” AATBhad tode-

was nothing wrong with them
and that they stopped after be-
ingstarved of fuel for somerea-
son, which isnot yet known.

“It will be lazy and easy to
blame the dead pilot who
can't defend himself. The
AAIB report has to have a ve-
ry solid reason to say what it
does in the final report.
Whether they have the tech-
nical capacity for a probe of
thisdimension will be known
soon,” said another experi-
enced investigator.

Thefirst prelim reportsaid
“engineland engine 2 fuel cut-
off switches transitioned from
RUN to CUTOFF position one
after the other with a time gap
of 01sec(ond)”, causingtheair-
craft torapidly lose altitude.
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