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Bengaluru’s second airport:

Two neighbourhoods, mixed reactions

Kanakapura Road has

Kanakapura Road residents
excited, Nelamangala
locals sceptical

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

esidents in and around
Rﬁanakapura Road and
elamangala — three
locations being considered for
housing Bengaluru’s second
airport — are already getting
used to aeroplanes flying over-
head, as the Airport Authority
of India (AAI) carries out in-
spectionsin thearea,

While locals on Kanakapura
Road remain optimistic about
the airport development,
Nelamangala and surround-
ing areas don’t show the same
enthusiasm,

Hanumakka, an 83-year-old
farmer from Karenahalli near
Kanakapura Road, is amused
by the sudden aerial move-
ment in her neighbourhoeod.
She and her family own about
eightacresoflandinthevillage,
where they grow finger millet

(ragi)and corn,and vegetables
likehyacinthbeans (avarekalu).

“This is all fertile land. Gen-
erations of my family have
made a living from this land. If
the government or any build-
er want us to move from here,
they should, in return, provide
us with enough money to pur-
chase equally profitable land
in the city,” she says. Business
owners on Kanakapura Road
are also largely in favour of
the second airport, aiming to
make a profit from the rise in
land prices.

In comparison, localsin and
around Nelamangala are not
keen about the news of the lo-
cality being shortlisted for the
second airport.

Ravi, a 56-year-old farmer,
believes a second airportis not
a necessity. “They'll take our
land and commercialise the
whole neighbourhood, and in
the end, it is us, the poor, who
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for Bengaluru's second international airport. oH FILE PHOTO

HANUMAKKA
Farmer from Karenahalli

This is all fertile land. Generations of my family have
made a living from this land. If the government or

any builder want us to move from here, they should, in
return, provide us with enough money to purchase equally

profitable land in the city.

will be pushed aside. We don't
travel in planes, and the devel-
opment won't help us in any
way. Instead, the government
can focus on things that will
benefit the public, like better

roads and fewer traffic jams,”

hesaid.

Nelamangala residents also
fear that the new airport will
add to their existing traffic
WOES.

Residents of villages on the
Nelamangala-Kunigal stretch,
with the support of the local
leaders, plan to organise pro-
tests if the neighbourhood is
finalised for airport develop-
ment.

Thelocal MLA, N Shreeniva-
saiah, is reportedly opposed to
the second airport near Nela-
mangala. He didn't respond to
phone calls seeking comment.

anedge, says official

BENGALURU, DHNS: Indus-
tries and Infrastructure
Development Minister, M
B Patil, said that while both
Kanakapura Road and Kuni-
gal Road had ample govern-
ment land, comparatively
Kanakapura might have
more.

A senior official from
the Karnataka Industrial
Areas Development Board
(KIADB) shared alistof pros
and cons for both locations.

The land identified for the
two locations on Kanakapu-
ra Road is 4,800 acres and
5,000acres, respectively,and
the third location near Nela-
mangalaisabout5,200acres.

“Between Kanakapura
Road and Nelamanga-
la-Kunigal Road, the land
that the government has
already acquired or can ac-
quire,including kharabland,
is more on the Kanakapura
side. This area has minimal
habitation. While there is
alsosome kharablandonthe
Nelamangala side, the area
identified has much more

vegetation,” he said.

Since both areas on
Kanakapura Road are ad-
jacent to each other, com-
bining them to carve about
5,000 acres for the new air-
port will be more beneficial,
he believes.

“Given the vastness of the
land, we can take various
permutations and combi-
nations into consideration
to see what works best to
accommodate the needs of
the AAIL However, this isn't
possible on Kumigal Road as
there are some limitations,”
he added. While the land
cost is comparatively higher
on Kanakapura Road, the
locality provides better con-
nectivity, he believes.

“It'sbelieved thatthe Nela-
mangala airport will be ben-
eficial for north Karnataka
residents, buttharmight not
bethe case. Most districtsup
northalready have domestic
airports or will getone soon,
so the likelihood of people
travelling to Bengaluru is
unlikely.” he said.
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Adani plans X35K cr more capex
in Navi Mumbai airport by FY30

Project gets Aera
interim tariff nod

DEEPAK PATEL
ey Delhi, 23 june

The Adani group will Invest 34,802 crore
more ascapital expenditure by 2029-30
(F¥30) in Navi Mumbai International
Airport Pyt Lid {(NMIAL), according to
its recent submission to the Alrporis
Economic Regulatory Authority (Aera),
Thisizon topofthe¥22 531 crorecngoing
investment in its first two phases.
Followingthe latest filing, whichwas
reviewed by Business Standard, Aesra

Work in progress

I==ued an ad-hoc tariff order, dated June
20, for the airport.

The group intends to develop two
passenger terminals, dual ronways, a
multi-modal transport hub, cargo ter-
minals, and metro connectivity as part of
the first three of five development phases

MNavi Mumbai airport's passenger

handling capacity target
Capadty Year  Planned
(MPRAJ capex (3 )
Phases 1611 N FYXs 22531
Phass 1l 50 FE0 34802

MPPA: Million passengers per annum
Sources: NMIAL, AERA

for this greenfield airpart project. Aera
has approved interim user development
fiees of 620 for departing domestic pas-
sengers and 1,205 for departing interna-
tional passengers. Armvingdomesticand
intemnational passengers will pay 270
and ¥525, respectively. Tumn to Page &

Navi Mumbai
airport project
includes dual
runways

Thesecharpes will be sffective from the commes-
chail pipemiing of the airport, scheduded for A ogust
o2 umtill Marrh i, 2ebé, or ot reguiar mrkffs
arefirabised, AVRA npt=d.

Adari Girougp-led M MIAL which s bollding
and marsng the atrport project. bold Bty
Stamelnrd this interim tanff isad bee innaiure
mnd vl be o effert onfyumil AERA firalizes
a comsprehensive meult-year ool order follow-
bz Al sim beehiol ey cormudtation., “This is s nou-
tine regulaiory step forall greenficld sirpans in
Indin"” N8IAL spid The opermoc’s enrmings
muder thisad hor orderwill be taleen in o socoomm
whier the Fiul] o e b i

ALSLA s thes nird hioe tantff wes heinyg intro-
duced “to svoad reqalaiory vacuzmat ihe major
mirport”. asreguidartanfidet e cooegemes
detailed review ol segurdatrmry bl ng bioe ks and
stakrholder covsuiimion. The authority also
apporeed aircmb landmg charges ol 1,400 and
{150 permetric inone for domesticand Emiema-
tiomal Bgivs, respectively

The first two phasesof the airpoct s develop-
ment irvaliving an investment of £22 3% oom.
fecns on the soathem half of the site and will
creai= mpaciy for 30 milkon  passengens
anmathy mnd L0000 metric tonnes of cargo.
This inclodes a L700-metre-lomg southem
rurmeay; full-lenphdual axewons. Temmimal i on
apromwith 33 contact stnds. mmad an inbegmted
g amd genel sviation termined.

Ternmimat 1, |cented of the cemtre of the soe,
will b - ferved st trie withudomestic and
Imtermatinml piers and 2 loge car pardeg G-
iby. Am Enterim airtraffic conteol tower gnd firs
siations sre alse betng devedoped in ths phase.
mkanyrwith new mxl-:*’:m&uml'uhthcﬂm
and westem boumdades of the siie. jn Phmse 1
the pian s to.evpand the airport s pacity o 40
million passengens ammally and 1.2 million
metricionnes of mrgn. Constructionwill shift o
the northem half of the: site, where 0 secand
rumway, Terminal 2, and expanded capge, MRO
| enmimtEnamoe, repnir and overbadl, snd gereral
mviation faciiities will be developed | Termins]
will be the brpest breminal, equeppesd with foo
prers, anderground parkcing for 1,500 cors and
comiact girsforCode F aircmé (lange widebody
e Eorthe ALROL A 0 g-meetre-highairtmific
comtral ioeverwill alsn be buit in this phese

Skenificant ground tanspart imegration s
ol plapned in Phase 3. Metro lmes from
Pebrrrmb o Peawd Mo will conmect b the
micport, with three stntions wit hin the die,
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AIRPORT POLICE
BOOK FOUR FOR
WORKER'S DEATH

HT Correspondent

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Airport police
have booked four people from
two engineering firms after their
negligence allegedly caused the
death of a 27-year-old worker on
April L. The worker fell and died
while repairing the roof of the
hangar at the Old Airport area,
Kalina.

The deceased, Vishal Meddhe-
sia, from Uttar Pradesh, was a
fabrication worker at a Karna-
taka based company which pro-
vided engineering services. An
inquiry into his death revealed
that he was repairing the cement
sheet roof of hangar-3, at a
height of around 80-100 feet,
when it broke and he fell and
sustained severe injuries.
According to the FIR, he was
rushed to the Cooper hospital
where he was declared dead.

Investigations revealed that
the engineering firm had not
properly trained Meddhesia and
other workers. According to the
FIR, they were not provided
safety equipment or a safety net
while working, and no safety
officer was present to supervise
them. The Airport police have
booked the owner and manager
of the firm where Meddhesia
was employed, as well as the
manager and safety officer of
another engineering firm for
their negligence.

The Airport police recorded
the statement of the deceased's
brother, Girijesh Kumar, 42, and
registered a case under section
106 (causing death by negli-
gence) and 3 (5) (common inten-
tion) of the BNS.
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Once a farmland, now making
way for aviation hub: Life in
transition near Jewar airport

NEETIKA JHA
NOIDA, JUNEZ3

NEARLY TWO years ago, Usha
Kushwaha(32)shifted toGautam
Buddha Nagar's Jewar from
Madhya Pradesh’s Tikamgarhdis-
trict, along with her husband
RameshKushwahaand their two
children —a sonand a daughter.
Arelative had informed themofa
boost inemployment opportuni-
ties near the under-construction
Jewar airport

“There were not many peo-
ple here when we came... but
now there are so many. My hus-
band works atthe airport site. It
is good money... better than
whatwe had when he (Ramesh)
earlier sold vegetables,” says
Usha as she moves tocuddle her
son, a toddler,

In the scorching heat of a sum-
mer afternoon, along the dusty
roads of Kishorpur vil lage inJewar,
around 30 sweat-soaked labour-
erswalkin queues, clutching their
worn-out clothbags asthey make
theirway to the upcoming MNoida
International Airport.

Trucks loaded with iron rods
and concrete move past. Oneither
side of the dusty and dilapidated
mad, there is a makeshift market
anda colony ocoupied by labour-
ers, where life is in transition.
What was onceavastagricultural
land is now transforming into an
aviation hub.

Tushar Baghel, 21, a labourer
attheairport site and aresident of
Kishorpur, says he earns Rs 17,000
amonth "They deduct my provi-
dentfund also,” he says, taking off
his yellow helmet. Hejoined the
site after a contractor informed
him about the requirement for
labourers. "I jpined about three
months ago. | camy iron rods from
one place to another,” he says.

While some have managed to
secure  jobs, people like
Dharmendra Baghel (48 ) have
alsofound an opportunity toearn
byrenting their houses to labour-
ers. Pointing to his four-storeyed
house, he says,“Around 21 labour-
ers are staying here with their
families. Many of them are from
Bihar and Jharkhand. Some of

$The IndianEXPRESS

Tushar Baghel, alabourer at the airport site, and aresident of
Kishorpur where the project (top) is comingup. Abhina Saha

them are also from Ludknow and
Kanpur. They have been here and
working for two years, | charge
them Rs 2,500 per room.”

Meanwhile, the Gautam
Buddha Nagaradministration be-
gan a door-to-door survey from
June 2 to study the impact on
landholdings, livelihoods, homes,
and community resources in 14
villages that will be acquired for
the expansion of MNoida
International Airport in the third
and fourth phases. These 14 vil-
lages are Thora, Neemka
Shahjahanpur, Khwajpur,
Ramner, Kishorpur, Banwaribas,
Parohi, Mugimpur Shivara, Jewar
Bangar, Sabauta Mustafabad,
Ahmedpur Chaurauli,
Dayanatpur, Bankapur, and Rohi.

While the foundation stone of
the airport was laid in November
2021, thefirst and second phases
of the land acquisition were com-
pleted between 2018 and 2024,

When contacted, Abhay
Singh, Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Jewar, asserts the area will see
rapid development once the land
is allocated to Yamuna
Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA).
“Those who have been allotted
the land will begin the construc-
tion, and itis only then that we will
see newer developments,” Singh
tells The Indian Express.

TheSDM says that their work
i5 just to carry out the acquisition
of the land. "The land acquisition
for Kishorpur is currently ongo-
ing. The entire village will be dis-
placed in the third phase and will

_fue. 24 June 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77

be shifted toan area thatis still be-
ing identified,” he says.

Asked if the property rates
have seen a significant increase
since the announcement of the
airport, hereplies, "Very much”.

On being asked about the cen-
sus, he undedines that the admin-
istration is collecting the details of
people who will be displaced dur-
ing the third and fourth phases.

“The draftofthe rehabilitation
and resettlement will be prepared
onthat basis. A public hearing will
be conducted once the draft is
published and will take into con-
sideration the objections raisedin
the hearing, which will be re-
viewed by the committee formed
at the district. Around 10,000 to
12 000 people will likely lose their
houses in the third phase, and
Kishorpur is the one nearest tothe
site," headds.

As the rehabilitation dates
inchcloser, Yogesh Baghel, 28, a
farmer says, “We used tocarty out
farming here. Now, instead of our
fields, we see the boundary line.
We cannot even go to the place
which wasonce ours. The bound-
ary has limited our wordd."

Suresh, 55, who goes by asin-
gle name, says three generations
of hisfamily have lived inthearea.
“Last Monday, the officials came
for a survey. Everything has
changed. Initially, we had thought
that our lands might not go.
People fought cases. Some people
got jobs at the airport, Officials
have told us that they will settle
us within three years from now,”
hesays.
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Aviation fuel
theft busted
at the Delhi
airport

PIOMEER MEWS SERVICE®
New Dalhi

he Delhi Police have
Tbusm:l:: larype-scale foel

theft racket and arrested
eight people in connection with
the systematic siphoning of
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
from tankers meant for the
Indira Gandhi Intermational
Airport and sefling it illegally as
Mineral Turpentine Ol (MTO),
commuonly used in the ink and
paint industry, police said
on Sunday.

Police also recovered 72,000
litres of ATS from their posses-
sion capsing & loss of over
T1.62 crore to the national
exchequer every maonth, with
an estimated 5000 litres of
fuel being stolen daily for three
vears. Among the eight accused.
six were arrested and the
remaining two were detained as
they helped the truck driver in
transporting the fiuel to the fac-
tory, palice said.

“The ATF was originally dis-
patched from HPCLs Asoda
Depot in Bahadurgarh for
du:.lF:'l.ltr].' to IGI Alrport.
However, tanker drivers, in
connivance with the trans-
porter and godown owner,
manipulated GPS tracking data
and diverted the tankers to a
concealed location in Mundka”

Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Crime) Aditya Gantamn szid.

The security locks on the
tankers - meant to be opened
anly ot the designated airport
depat - were bypussed using
dupdicate master keys Forge
dip rods were then used tuﬁ]ﬁ:
proper delivery readings,
he added

The siphoned fuel was trans-
ferred into barrels and sold as
Mineral Turpentine O { MTO),
communly used in the ink and
paint industry. “Three oil
tankers carrying 24,000 litres of
ATF each were seized from the
spot along with siphoning
pipes, drums, and cash.’ the
otficer sald

In addition to the tankers,
palice also recovered two pick-
up trucks meant for transpart-
ing the stolen fuel, 1.05 lakh
in cash, siphoning equipment,
ning empty drums, and thoee
duplicate master keys.
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Al ops delayed
after bird-hit at
Kerala airport

T'puram: An Air India Airbus
A320 flight from Delhi encoun-
tered a bird strike about 200 feet
above the ground during its fi-
nal approach towards Thiruva-
nanthapuram International
Airport on Sunday evening.

Despite the strike, the pilot
executed a smooth and safe
landing at the airport., As per
protocol, Airports Authority
of India flagged the aircraft for
adetailed technical inspection.

The aireraft remained
grounded overnight. This had
cascading operational effects
— the return flight, Al 2455,
from Thiruvananthapuram
to New Delhi scheduled for
Sunday night, was cancelled.
The flight eventually depart-
ed on Monday morning.

The airport has been grap-
pling with bird strikes of late.
Back in March, environmen-
talists warned of increasingbi-
rd density near runways, fuel-
led by nearby waste dumps that
attracted avian wildlife. muw
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DGCA diktat to Air India welcome

he instructions of the directorate-general of civil aviation (DGCA) given out
I I Itu Alr India to take certain actions following the Air India plane crash on
June 12 are both reassuring and disturbing.

The civil aviation regulator has ordered Air India to immediately remove three
officials from all responsibilities related to crew scheduling and rostering over
serious lapses and initiate internal disciplinary proceedings against them. It has
also issued a show-cause notice to Air India for violating flight duty time limita-
tions (FDTL) norms for the crew. The decisions are based on a review of the vol-
untary disclosures the airline has made to the agency.

The DGCA actions are reassuring since the agency appears to have gotten seri-
ous about its job of regulating civil aviation in the country after over 260 people
lost their lives in the Ahmedabad crash. Also, now that a perusal of the voluntary
disclosures by an airline has pointed to a series of rules violations, prompting it to
threaten the alrline with suspension of licence, the regulator must come out with
the results of its review of more such mishaps happening under the aegis of the
same company as well as other airlines that operate in Indian skies.

What is less comforting, perhaps, is the fact that the regulator appears to have
woken up only once the tragedy had taken place. A ]]jlf.ssenger boards a plane
thinking that there are rules to fy the aircraft, the alrline companies are follow-
ing them, the regulator is overseeing it all and the government is ensuring that
everyone does their job. The Ahmedabad accident was a shocker that proved that
there were slip-ups all around. Every stakeholder was cutting corners, including
the ator,

All this must now convince the government that privatisation of services is not
a silver bullet that cures all the ailments of an industry and that it should instead
call for closer scrutiny as profit becomes the sole motive even of reputed organi-
sations, so much so that they won't mind flouting eritical rules. The government
must also ensure that the regulators have their eyes peeled on the industries that
they are supposed to oversee, There is no substitute for utmost vigilance,
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Parl panel to grill Boeing, Al
& DGCA on air safety in July

Aircraft fitness, crew readiness, rising tech snags under lens

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

The Parliament committee
on transport is expected to
meet officials from Boeing,
Air India, director general
of civil aviation (DGCA),
ministry of civil aviation
(MoCA), alrports authority
of India when it holds its
next meeting inJuly to dis-
cuss the issue of passenger
safety, and aircralt mainte-
nance concerns. The meet-
ing. which comes in the
bacKdrop of the Alr India
crash in Ahmedabad, s
also likely to have elabo-
rate discussion on alr safe-
ty, fitness of alrcraft and
crew and take up concerns
ralsad by passengers firom
time to time.

It is learnt that the
Members of Parllamemnt
have shown concern about
the Air India crash. heli-
copter crash in Kedarnath
and the technical snags

Air India crash: Past surgeries
helped identify charred bodies

Ahmedabad, June 23: As
bodies of Alr India plane
crash victims were
charred bevond recogni-
tion, characteristics, such
as metal rods in persons
who had undergone sur
geries in the past, proved
criucial In the identifica-
tion process, a local MLA
Involved in tagging
corpses after the deadly
trapgedy said on Monday
BJP MLA Dr Hasmukh
Patel was one of the first
legislators to reach the
post-mortem section of the

Ahmedabad Civil Hospital,
where bodies were brought
in after the crash in which
0 le lost their lives
on June 12, Considering
the magnitude of the acel-
dent, it was evident that
the identification of vic-
tims was golng to be diffl-
cult, Mr Patel said.

“The (BJP} MLAs got a
message from the party to
reach the crash site, but it
was chaotic. | called the
civil hospital and was told
that bodies were being
brought,” he said. — PTY

that are bothering airlines
on a daily basis which is
why officials from MoCA,
DGCA, Alr India and
Boeing executives have
been called for the meeting,

The committee wants to
understand the problems
the aviation sector is facing
and the multiple shortcom-
ings which include alreraft
maintenance, it is learnt.

Prior to this meeting, the
committee will travel to
Gangtok to review alr and
road connectivity to the
northeastern states, It is
learnt that the committee
members will travel on Air
India to get a first-hand
assessment of the condi-
tion of the aircraft and its
staff. The airline has been
facing criticlsm over poor
maintenance of its planes
with even union ministers
and MPs tweeting pletures
of broken seats and ACs
not functioning.

Meanwhile, the DGCA is
learnt to have bogun a
detalled annual audit of
Alr India's operations,
flight scheduling, rostering
and varfous other areas.

Compared to the previous
years when a three mem-
bop team used to conduct
an audit, this time an
eight-member team from
the DGCA is doing the
audit.
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A split-
second scare

Until the doomed Air India
plane’s black box spills its
secrets, the speculation
won't stop. But one crash
doesn't undo decades of
data praving planes are
safer than your average
chai stall’s electrical wiring.
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Alr India cuts domestic
flights by 5%

Mumbaiz Air (ndia on Sunday
announced 5 per cent
reduction in flights operated by
narrow body Airbus aircraft tifl
July 15 to stabilise operatians
following the Ahmedabad air
crash. This includes suspension
of flights on three routes —
Bengaluru-Singapare,
Pune-Singapore and
Mumbail-Bagdogra. On several
other domestic routes
Frequencies will be cut an
several other domestic routes.
Air India has also said it will
awaid the use of certain
airspace over Persian Gulf
opting alternatives for flights to
the UAE, Oman, Qatar and
Kuwait as well as Europe and
the US. This is due to tensions
in the region and may lead to
extended flight durations for
these services. ous oums
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Aiir India takes Red Sea route to Europe, US

—
Rohit Vaid
aw Dl

Taza Group-led Alr India has
reroured irs il headed to
Europe as well as the East
Coast of the US and Canada
via the Red Sea route due o
the growing military hostilit-
ies involving Lran, lsrael and
the US, sowrces told
Iusineasline,

This, coupled with the
closure of Pakisrans alr-
space, has led the sirline o
use the Red Sea route.

“Under the given cireum-
stances, the airline s using
the western India route o

Europe via the Arabian Sea,
fed Se, Egypian airspace
and flying aer Greece o
reach Europe,” sources told
biestuessline.

TECHNICAL STOPF
“These flights do not need 1o
be fuelled ar a rechnbeal smop.
They can directly fiy w
Eur from rs in
wesl::fn Indza. Jiﬁm‘, dir-
ect flights from north India
will peed 1o refuel ar do-
musn'n:alrpartsl.ammdmum
we-stem wt;mn_

ﬁgm European
mrketm the UK, where the
airline operates over &0
flight frequencies per week

Besides, some of Alr India®s
orward flights from Delhi o
the US and Canada now re-
quire refuelling at Vienna.

However, Alr India fllghts
berween Delhi and Mew York
and New Jersey on its flag-
shlp A350 alreraft contimue
T O Fate fOR-5T

Ewmﬂ}; muu?m of the
inbound fights from the
West Coast of the US and
Camada are raking foel
stops in Kodkara.

On Sunday, when the US
entered the conflicr berween
Iran and lsrael, Alr Indks said
It would be “progressively
avink the use of cerrain
alrspace over the Perstan

Guifin the coming days™.
The alrline sald rhar ir has
ed instead for alternative
paths for flights to destins-
tions Incloding the UAE,

Clatar, Oman and Kuwait
“This adjustmens may
lead to exzended flight durs-
tlons for these services, as
well ag for select Aights 1o
and from Europe and North
America™ a SPETSan

aald on Su|:||:lz|.wl~'.sp'-ﬂ;r.IE i
At present, the airline is
operating a curtalled sched-
ule owing to safery checks on
its wide-body fleet. These re-
duetions were effected from
June 21 and last wnril ar least

July 15,
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DGCA starts audit at
Air India’s main base
in Gurugram

Aviation regulator Directorate General of
Civil Awiation (DGCA}) on Monday
commenced a detailled andit at Air India's
main base in Gumgram that will cover
operations, flight scheduling, rostering and
various other areas, according o a source.
The Tata Group-owned airline has come
under intense scrutiny after its London-
bound Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner plane
crashed soon after take-offin Ahmedabad on
June 12, Killing 270 people, including 241
peaple onboard. An eight-member team has
started the annual avdit of Alr India’s main
base. Generally, a three-memberteam carries
out the yearly andit, the sowrce said On June
2, DGCA sought detalls on the airline’s
planned and unplanned inspections, audit,
cockpit/en route, station facility, ramp and
cabin inspection, among others, from iis
flizsht operations inspectorssince 2024. P11
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DGCA diktat to Air India welcome

instructions of the directorate-general of civil aviation (DGCA) given out
I to Air India to take certain actions following the Air India plane crash on
June 12 are both reassuring and disturbing.

The civil aviation regulator has ordered Air hld]a to immediately remove three
officials from all responsibilities related to crew scheduling and rostering over
serious lapses and initiate internal disciplinary pmmed.mgs against them. It has
also issued a show-cause notice to Air India for violating flight duty time limita-
tions (FDTL) norms for the crew. The decisions are based on a review of the vol-
untary disclosures the airline has made to the agency.

The bI;JGCA acgiﬁzs rg;lr:assmm since the ag:ilnq' appears aﬂtgr have gotten 5?]9
ous al ut]lsj-u t El'i'lﬂtll)]llﬂ e couniry over 260 peo
lost their lives in the 4hmeg|a§:a Also, now that a perusal of the voluntary
disclosures by an airline has pamted tunserles af rules violations, prompting it to
threaten the airline with suspension of licence, the regulator must come out with
the results of its review of more such mishaps happening under the aegis of the
same company as well as other airlines that operate in Indian skies.

What is less comforting, perhaps, is the fact that ﬂw regulator appears to have
woken up only once the had taken r boards a plane
thinking that there are rules to ylheajmi{ memmpamesamfni]ow—
ing them, the regulator is overseeing it all and Ihe government is ensuring that
everyone does their job. The Ahmedabad accident was a shocker that proved that
there were slip-ups all around. Every stakeholder was cutting corners, including
the regulator,

All this must now convince the government that privatisation of services is not
a silver bullet that cures all the ailments of an industry and that it should instead
call for closer scrutiny as profit becomes the sole motive even of reputed organi-
sations, so much so that they won't mind flouting critical rules. The government
must also ensure that the regulators have their eyes peeled on the industries that
they are supposed to oversee,

There is no substitute for utmost vigilance,
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Air India curtails services on narrow-body planes

TDG METWORK
NEW T30 b

Adr India on Sunday said
it will temporarily reduce
118 weelkdy [lights operated
with narrow-body planes
on 19 routes as well as sus-
pend services on three
ruules,

The temporary cuts in
services acomt for about &
peet ceni of the airline's over-
all marrow-body operations
and the move is aimed at
ensuring operational stabil -
ity ammid disruptions in the
wale of the fatal plane crash
in Ahimedabad on June 12,

All the 19 routes where
reduction in narrow-hody

Saven weekly 1l eachon Bengaluru-Singagone,
F\m&ﬁngane and h?un“::ai-ﬂagﬂjg'ag— suspanded hlI.Julgr 15

| REVISED NUMBER OF SERVICES
| Bengatur-Uhardigarh T
Uethi Bengalury 113
|th. Mo 145
_E'.J'l Folkzts i3
| Dedh-Combatare 2
| Cehi-Baa j
|Llr.1h| Hyderabad T
Oetheindore T
l—l-ll_'{ln :_u‘l-m::w il
| Dethi-Pune 5,
i-r:".ll J;.;:\lm-"'at:ml Wil _"E
Mumbai-Bengalur B4
|r~‘u.ﬂ.‘:a| Kolkats n

services have heen done are
domestic and of the three
routes where fighits have
been suspended, bwo are
international and one is do-
mestic,

The announcement comies
davs after the Tata Group-
owmed carrier said itwill cut
international Nighis oper-
ated with wide -body planes
by 15 percent temporarily.

I a statement. the afrline
saidd 1t is poinge for “tempo-
rary cuts of less than 5 per
centl i s overall narrow-
body network™.

“This voluntary decision
leads o the temporary sus-
pension of Adr India’s ser-
vIiCes On BP3

Air India curtails services

CONTIHUED FROM F1

3 rowtes and reduction of
freguency on 1% routes. The
changes are effective until
ad beast 15 July 2025, it said.

As many as seven weekly
flights each on three mutes
- Bengaluru- Singapore,
Pune-Singpore and Mum
bai-Bagdogra - have been
suspended Gl at least July
15

Flights on various other
roules, including Delhi-
Benmgzluru and D lhi- Mum-
hai. have been reduced.

O the Bengaluru-Chan-
digaurh route, the weekly
services have been cut to
seven, Delhi-Bengaluru to
113, Delhi-Mumbai to 165,
Dl hi-Kollkata to 63, Delhi-
Coimbatore to 12, Delhi-Goa

(Dabolim) and Delhi-Goa
{Mopa) to seven cach.

Also, weekly flights on
the Delhi-Hyderabad route
huve been reduced to 76,
Delhi-Indore o 14, Delhi-
Lucknow to 21, Delhi-Pune
toe 34, Mumbai-Ahmedabad
tor 37, Mumbai-Bengahuru
to 84 and Mumbai-Kolkata
b 30

The statement said weeldly
flights are also being cut on
Mumbai-Coimlxatore route
tos 16, Mumibai- Koehi to 34,
Mumibai-Goa (Dabalim) o
29, Mumba-Hyderabad to
59 and Mumbeai-Varanasi
to seven. Y Despite these
temporary reductions, Air
Tnclia will comtinue to oper-
ateclose o600 daly Mghi:

with its narrow-body air-

crall on 120 domestic and
short-haul international
routes,” the stmtement said.

Arccording to the airline,
the reductions are aimed af
sirengthening Afr India’s
network-wide operational
stahility and minimising
last-minute inconvenience
to passengers. Air India
also apologised o passen-
eers affected by the curtail-
ment in flights and said it is
offerimg re-acommmicdkition
on aliernative Dights, com-
plimentary rescheduling or
full refumnds,

Ot Jurves 19, Adr Inliog sadd
it will eut 38 international
flights per week and ss-
v services o Uhiree over-
seus routes between June 21
amd july 15,
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DGCA revises rules
for navigating
inclement weather

New norms assert
that early action
hikes flight safety

———

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

iththe monsoonadd-
ing to airlines’ oper-
ational challenges,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
revised guidelines, whichnow
insist that the pilots “should
not proceed to the planned
destination in uncertain con-
ditions”, and that options like
enteringaholding pattern, di-
verting, or returning should
be exercised “without hesita-
tion when warranted™.
Heavy rainfall, en route
icing, moving clouds, severe
turbulence, strong gusty
winds, severe thunderstorms,
and lightning inside the
clouds are some of the “chal-
lenging scenarios™a pilot has
to contend with while flying
during the monsoons.
ADGCA statement said the
revised Operations Circular
sets forth conditions under
which the flight erew is ex-
pected to consider diversion,
return, or rerouting due to
adverse weather,
Operators and pilots have
been advised to “adoptacon-
servative approach” to deci-

sion-making, emphasising
that early action enhances
flight safety.

The circular also empha-
sises rimely communica-
tion with passengers, cabin
crew, and Air Traffic Control
(ATC) during adverse weath-
er and turbulence. Captains
are encouraged to initiate
diversions or turnbacks, as
required by prevailing condi-
tions, the statement said.

“Pilots are encouraged
to plan deviations early and
maintain a minimum 20 NM
(Nautical Miles) upwind dis-
tance from convective activ-
ity... Flying beneath thunder-
storm clouds is discouraged
due to the elevated risk of
windshear, lightning, and
hail,” it added.

Pilots should clearly and
calmly announce expected
turbulence to passengers in
advance. During turbulence,
they should remind passen-
gers to stay seated with seat
belts fastened, and give up-
dates when things improve.

The ATC should be in-
formed about significant tur-
bulence, sharing position and
severity, besides requesting
early altitude and/or lateral
deviations, if needed.

Thecircular also highlight-
ed the growing impact of cli-
mate change on operational
unpredictability. Crewaread-
vised to maintain heightened
vigilance, with an emphasis
on safety taking precedence
over schedule adherence.
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Flight Al171 wasn’tan
accident—itwas aconsequence

It has exposed deep cracksin AirIndia's
safety culture & DGCA's oversight

K GIRIPRAKASH

Indian aviation industry is fac-
I mg its biggest crisis in decades as
it grapples with the devastating

crash ol Air India's Bosing 7878 Dream-
linerat Ahmedabad on Jume 12, 2025, The

Night duty nme and rest periods,

Onan earlier oceasion, 3 DGCA review
in 2023 revealed that internal safety audit
reports by the airline at major airports,
including Delhi, Mumbai, and Goa, had
been aliered. The report was shared with
theregulatorafter heing asked wdoso by
the regulator. Moreover, it was reporoed

London-bowund ANTTwent down just 36 thatanunauthorised official hiad allegedly

secondsafier takeoll, killing over 230 pas-  slened off on safety docurments, including

sengersand severnlotherson the ground,  medical and ramp checks. = o 4
The tragedy has shanered the airfine’s Remialns of the Airindia aireraft being carted away in Ahmedabad, on Sunday.

narrative of renewal under Tata Gronp - Regulatory shortfalls PHOTO: P

ownership, exposing deep cracks in its
safety:m:wundmlﬂ freshuestions

abourthe eﬁ'emmmgmgulngl;lwmr-
sightin oneof the world's fastest-growing
aviation m.

A pattern of neglect

Air India has been under serutiny for re-
peated safety violations in recent years,
particulardy since Totn Sons took over the
airfine,

Maoreof that later. In September 2022,
Air India unveiled a five-year roadmap
called Vihaan. Al focusing on five key pil-
lars: exceptional customer experience,
robust operations, industry-best talent,
industry leadership, and commercinl el
ficiency and profitabilicy.

But an entirely different scenario has
been unfoldingsmee the Renaissance pro-
jeet was launched nearly three years ago,

Avrevent Reuters veport stated that days
before the crash, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) had warned the
airtine about operating three Alrbus air-
craft without conducting any inspections
of the critical emergency escape slides.
According to the report, one aircrafi was
a]lumdtnﬂfnmamnalnmmsdm&:
safr:ty checks being overdue by over a

:ﬁ missed inspections
hymnrethmmn:emnﬂu_

In another instance, and as recently as
February this vear. the regulator imposed
uRs 30 kakh penalty on A India for alleg-
edly allowing one of the pibols o operate
a Might wllimul wmplymg with cermain

TheDIGCA, inits order,
mwdthanrhaslmnd recurrent roster-
ing issues” among the crew, which violate

The DGCA'S role i this unfolding disas-
ter cannot be fznored, ether, It is widely
acknowledged that the waichdog is dan-
gerousty understaffed and underfunded
1o anextent that raises serious concerns.
Parfizmentary dotashows halfof the posis
in the organisation are vacant. Adding m
their woes, a Parliamentary Standing
Committee reported a 91% cut in fund-
ing for civil aviation safety infrastructure
carlier this year, even as the number of
domestic airporis has doubled from 74
i 204 e 147,

Such a resource crunch is likely to im-
pact the regulator'sefficiency, There have
been mulple repors about how audits
are conducted ina hurry or are skipped
alwgether, In the case of Air India, repeat-
cedwarnings appear o have failed toelicit
COTrECtive action,

The economic fallout

The economic impact of the crash is ex-
pected o burt all the stakeholders. Ac-
cording o preliminary estimates, the in-
surance pavout could reach 8475 million,
making it one of India's costhess mianon
claims, That includes S125 million for the
aireraft’s hull and englnes, and roughly
£350 million in passenger liability.

The ripple effects are already visible.
Insurance premiums for Indian carriers,
especially those operating Boeing Neets,
are expected to rise by up 1o 100% in the
next underwriting cycle. Air India and
Spicedet, both major Boeing customers,
may ste premiums increase from 528
million to between $40 million and $30
million anmually. The cost will likely be
passed on (o passengers through higher

thcloet prices, estimated wrise by 2% w0 5%
Or even more onmetro rouies,

Adreraftleasing costs are also expecied
toincrease, especially for Boeing models.
Lessors will now factor in higher risk and
insarance labilites.

Meanwhile, two former senior flight ai-
tenedants have written o Prime Minister
Narendra Maodi, alleging that they were
ask:dturﬁdgnirum the airline for refus-
mgw tie about & serious safety incident
r the same model of Dreamliner
that ernshed. Acconding to their June 19
letter, adoor malfunction on light AI-129
in May 2024 resulted in the accidental
deployment of an emergency slide raft
akertheaireraft landed ac Heathrow Air-
port in London, The incident, they say,
washlshndu by hoth theairtineand the
there was ever a formal in-
qun'y.wwnsnncrmad:puhlw_
Anotherwhistleblower, Captain Deven
Kanani, claims he was dismissed in 2023
after raising the supply issues on
Boeing 777 Nights operating on high-alt-
tude routes. According whim. the alroraft

barely enough in the event of sudden de-
pressurisaton.

These incidents don't appear o be lso-
lated. In 2024 alone, the aviation ministry
reported 23 saferyviolations by Indian car-
riers, 12 of which involved Air India or s
lowe-Fare airfine, Air Tndis Express, The vi-
olations ranged from unauthorised cock:
pit access to msufficient oxygen supplics.
This beet 1 Adr India being fined itslargess

amount, S127,000.

Need for reform
The cragh must promp fundamental
reforms—be

ani extending to airline management—
as the aviation ecosystem is structurally
compromised

ginning with the regulator

The Government must recruit profes-

sinnals to manage the DGCA, An earfier
experiment to get executives from global
consultancy companies to hokd key posi-
tinns in ehe organisation resulted inchaos
rather than

zit. Theagency

should be empowered to hire the best in
the: business, and remuneration should be
marletdriven. Servetllance should shif
From reactive audits wreal-time monitor-
ing using digital wools, predictiveanalyrics,
and rigorous Night safery dambases.

The Alreraft Accident Investigation Ba-

reau (AATE) requires incrensed funding,
which would enable the agency to mod-
ernise its investigative capahilities. Its Rs
9 crore black box lab repartedly failed
inthe Ahmedabad crash, underlining the
need for imvestrment in technical infra-
had just 12 minutes of oxygen reserve—  structure.

The Ahmedabad acoident is a chilling
reminder that when oversight fails, the
consequences can becatastrophic, Unless
A Il rabes nmmedinge steps waddress
its safety issues, it risks not onby losing its
market share but also being branded
as ong of the most unsale airlines in the

recorders

world,
(The writer ira Bengalure-hased senfar
brrminess forrnalise)
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SpiceJet to pay Rs 25K to
passenger for wrong ticket

MUMBAI, PTI: A consumer commission
here has held that a senior citizen suffered
“monetarily and mentally” after SpiceJet
issued incorrect tickets while rerouting his
journeyin 2020, and directed the airline
to paya compensation of Rs 25,000 to the
passenger.

The District Consumer Disputes Redres-
sal Commission, Mumbai (Suburban), in
the order passed on June 17, held the budget
carrier guilty of “deficient service and negli-
gent behaviour” for the error which caused
“mental harassment”to the passenger. In
view of the urgent need of the passenger,
the airline had made an alternate booking-
where the wrong ticket was issued.
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Indian Carriers
Divert, Cancel
W Asia Flights

Miumbai: Indian aiclines
e sw Lty adjusted oper
Ations in response o Erow-

Ing security concerns n
West Asia, afler Qatar fem
porarily closed its airspace
on Mondoy, Thie shutdown
iz triggered Night cance]
Intions, diversions and de-
lays across the region, of
fecting both Indian and in-
lermationnl curiers,

‘ata-owmed Alr India Ex
press said, “As o result of
the ongolng situation in
the Middle East nnd sus
pension of Gaiar airspace,
Adr India Express has di
vertod our Doha-bound
fight from Kochil to Muos
cat and returmed our flight
boum] from Konnoe We
have no other Rights bound
for Gainr. Alr India Ex-
press hns noatromit on the
ground in Gataes”

The nirdine added, “We
ore monltoring the siius-
tiom aind will take all neces-
sary precautions for the
safety and security of our
puests and crew, with in-
puts from the relevant au-
thorities."

Alr India has also sas
pended wll HBights over
West Asian airspace for 24
hours asa precaution

Il LG, s i SEquirmie [Ty
el advisory, warned of po-
tential disruptions. “In
view of the evolving situa-
tion in the Middle Enst,
same ol purflizghis may e-
perience delays or diver
sions. These adjustmoents
are belng made to ensune
operntions remain within
safe nnd compliant aie
space,” it sald. IndiGo
urged passengers to check
their fight stotus regualar
ly and explorealiernateop
tions on its websie

The Dight disruptions fiul
low @Qatars announce
ment 0 suspend all air
traffie in itz alrspace citing
salEty oncerns

According 1o sgency -
ports, several infernationnl
carriers, including Finnain,
Singapore Adrlines, Britksh
Alrways, Iberin, Air
Franee-KLM and Alr Asta-
na have cancelled or rerout
o fights o mojor Gulf
b Llee Poha, Dubal, Ri-
vaudh and Beirut. Finnair
hnassuspended Dights to Do-
T i} Jusne 0
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PIL Seeks Grounding of Air India’s
Boeing Fleet for Safety Audit

New Delhi: A Suprems Court
lawyer has Med a publie inter-
est litigation (PIL)seeking the
interim suspension of Air In-
ilia’s Boving Oeet until & com-
prehensive safety  audit s
completed, citing the Junse 12
Ahmedabad crash that killed
nearly 270 people.

The petitioner, Ajay Bansal,
whorecently flew onan Airin
dia Might from Delhi to Chica-
go, has urged the top court 1o
ground the airline's Boelng
aireraft for two weeks, during
which a full audii of engines,

alrframes and onboard equip
ment should be conducted.

He has also called for surpri
sesafety audits across all com-
mereial airlines operating in
India, and sought immaediate

intervention by

q the Centre, the Di-

rectorate General

of Civil Aviation

(DGCAY, the Bu

reau of Civil Aviation Securi-

Iy IBCAS) and Alr India to en-

SUre stricter regulntory over
sight.

Bansal Magged service fillu-
res including defective seats
und in-flight entertainment
services in his Delhl-Chicago

flight on May 20, saving they
A svym |.l!1.II[ii!'| icof |iir|-:l.‘r 8y
stemic issues plaguing Air In
dia's Mesat

“Alr India's service and safe-

ty failures jeopardise pas-
senger lives and comfort,
contravens ECA salety au-
:I|r.-;_ .;lI|.|| tr|'|';_||:'!1 .‘l.::urur} ||ll.
ties under Section § and 7 of
thie Adreralt Act 19634, the PIL
stated.

*Thiz ks nol an solated trage-
iy, but the consequence of
chronic neglect, regulatory
laxlty and an aldine eulture
that has prioritised operatio
nal expediency over passsng-
ersafety” the lawver sald
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DGCAto start
annual audit for
Air India today

ADITYAKALRA
MNew Delhi, June 23

TEM OFFICIALS FROM the
directorate general of civilavia-
tion (DGCA) will visit Air India
headquartersonTuesday foran
annual audit, a government
memo showed, justastheairline
isfacingintense scrutinyaftera
plane crash killed 271 people.

The audit is unrelated to
the accident, but

government memo seen by
Reuters.

The 10-member DGCAteam
will include many flight opera-
tioninspectorsandwillbeledby
Adhiraj Yadav, a deputy chief
flightoperationsinspector.Two
officials to checkoncabinsafety
norms are also in the team.

The"“annual surveillance and
regulatory audit”will last from
June 24-26, and mandatorily

requires top Air

Airindiahasbeen Annual surveillance  India executivesto
getting warning & regulatory audit be present, the
notices for com- will be dene memo stated.
pliance lapses in from June 24-26, Air India and
recent days, and : ; the DGCA did not
has also r!:rarduce d andle rqandatorlly respond to Reuters
its routes citing requm;!s top queries,
“operational sta- executives to The watchdog
bility" needs after be present on Saturday issued
the June 12 I=——— a wamning to Air
deadlycrashofits India for“repeated

Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner
inAhmedabad.

DGCA officials will inspect
documents related to Air India
operations, previous audit find-
ings and action-taken reports
during the visit,according toa

andseriousviolations"related to
pilot duty scheduling, and
directed the airline to remove
three companyexecutives from
crewschedulingroles.
Airlndiasaidithas complied
with the order. REUTERS

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

Tue, 24 June 2825

https://epaper.finz @
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SpiceJet to
pay 325k for
wrong ticket

FPJ News Service
MUMBA

The  District Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commission  in Mumbai
(Suburban) has directed
budget airline Spicedet o pay
Rs25,000 to a senior citizen for
issuing incorrect flight tickets,
causing him mental stress and
financial loss,

The incident took place in
December 2020, when the
senior citizen from Ghatkopar
had becked a round-trip ticket
from Mumbai to Darbhanga
with Spicelet. While his
onward journey went as
planned, the return flight was
cancelled due to bad weather.
The passenger had to attend a
PhD online exam in Mumbai
on December 8 - the aifine
arranged an alternate route via
Patna and Kolkata,

However, the replacement
booking turned out to be
flawed. The connecting flight
from Kolkata to Mumbai was
scheduled to depart before the
passenger would even arrive
in Kolkata from Patma

This mistake left him
stranded in Patna, forcing him
to purchase a new ticket for
the next day using his own
money. He also missed his
important online examination.
The senior citizen later
approached the consumer
forum and demanded a
refund of Rsl4,577 along with
Rs2 lakh for mental agony and
Rs25,000 for legal expenses.

On June I7, the commission
directed Spicelet to pay
Rs25,000 as compensation for
mental agony and Rs5000
towards litigation expenses.
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FIR lodged after IndiGo staffer
alleges caste-based abuse by
seniors; airline denies charge

The Hindu Burean
GURUGRAM

A 35-vear-old IndiGo em-
plowee has accused three
semios of  caste-based
abhuse and discrimination
at the workplace. An FIR

has been registered in this
connectlon  under  the
Scheduled  Castes  and

Seheduled Tribes (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act, and
sections of the Bharativa
Myava Sanhita at a police
station here. The airline
denied the allegations as
“baseless claims”.

The complainant, a resi-
dent of Bengaluni, has al-
leged that he was called for
4 meeting in Gurugrm’s
Sactor 24 on April 28 and
“during the meeting, all
three individuals subjected
me (o caste-hased verbal
abuse, discrimination, and

The 35vear-old

said he was facing
‘targeted harassment
and discriminatory
reatment’

threats intended to humi-
late and degrade me be-
cause of my caste”™. One of
the trio allegedly instruct
ed him in a humiliating and
derogatory  manner o
leave his bag and phone
outside, stated the FIR.
The 35-vear-old zad he
was also facing “continu-
ous and targeted harass-
ment and discriminatory
treatment” such as unauth
orised salary cuts, sick
leave deductions without a
vilid reason, issuance of
warning letter  withouwt
proof, and foreed correc:
tive training without any

failure on his part *as a tool
to pressurise and force my
resignation”. “I have re-
ported this matter to the
CEQ and the Erhics Com-
mittee of IndiGo afrlines,
Tt no action has been ta-
ken to address this injus-
tice or protect my dignity
and rights,” read the FIR.

Initially, a zero FIR was
Tedged in connection with
the complaint at the Sam-
pigehalli police station in
Bengaluru on May 21 and if
was transferred to Guru
gram Police on June 22,

An IndiGo spokesper-
s00 in a statement said:
“IndiGo strongly  refutes
these baseless claims and
stands by its values of fair-
ness, integrity, and ac-
countability and will ex-
tend its support to the law
enforcement agencies as
requirecd.”
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Airlines weigh options, Al
suspends ops over W Asia

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes com

DUBAI/NEW DELHI: Airlines
were on fresh alert late on Mon-
day after Qatar, Bahrain and
Kuwait closed their countries’
airspace temporarily as Iran
attacked the Al Udeid US mili-
tary base in Doha, the latest
upheaval to air travel,

United Arab Emirates air-
space was also closed based on
flight paths and air traffic con-
trol audio, according to a post
on X by the air traffic tracking
website Flightradar24 on Mon-
day. Dubai Airports did not
commentand referred Reuters
to the Dubai government media
office.

Air India (Al) said in a state-
ment that it has ceased all oper-
ations to the region as well as to
and from the East Coast of
North America and Europe with
immediate effect, until further
notice. “Our India-bound flights
from North America are divert-
ing back to their respective ori-
gins and others are being
diverted back to India or
re-routed away from the closed
airspaces,” the airline said.

Flightradar24 showed virtu-
ally no air traffic in the Gulf and
over Qatar and Bahrain about
1735 GMT in what earlier in the

NEW DELHI: Air India
Express on Monday diverted
two Doha-bound flights due
to the closure of Qatar air-
space. "As a result of the
ongoing situation in the
Middle East and suspension
of Qatar airspace, Air India
Express has diverted our
Doha-bound flight from
Kochi to Muscat and
returned our flight bound

Al Express diverts 2 Doha-bound
flights following airspace closure

from Kannur,” the airline
said in a statement.

In a post on X, IndiGo said
some of its flights may expe-
rience delays or diversions
due to the evolving situation
in the Middle East.

“These adjustments are
being made to ensure opera-
tions remain within safe and
compliant airspace,” it
added. AGENCIES

day had been a busy space filled
with commercial flights.

Cancellations in recent days
to typically resilient aviation
hubs such as Dubai, the world's
busiest international airport,
and Qatar’s Doha by interna-
tional carriers reflect escalating
aviation industry concerns
about the region.

Carriers had been likely
avoiding airports in UAE and
Qatar and, to a lesser extent,
Kuwait, Bahrain and Saudi Ara-
bia, due to concerns that Iran or
its proxies will target drone or
missile attacks on US military
bases in these countries, avia-
tion risk consultancy Osprey

Flight Solutions said.

The conflict has already cut
off major flight routes, with the
usually busy airspace stretching
from Iran and Iraq to the Medi-
terranean largely void of com-
mercial air traffic since Israel
began strikes on Iran on June
13. Airlines have been diverting,
cancelling and delaying flights
through the region due to air-
space closures and safety con-
cerns. Kuwait Airways sus-
pended on Monday its flight
departures from the country.

Three Air India flights
headed to Doha were diverted to
other airports due to the air-
space closing,
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’85 Al blast: India joins
Ireland and Canadain
remembering victims

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: For the first time,
India, Ireland and Canada com-
memorated the 1985 bombing of
Air India flight 182 by pro-Kha-
listan terrorists with events in
Cork and New Delhi on Monday
to pay tribute to the 329 victims
of what was the worst act of avi-
ation terrorism until the 9/11
attacks in the US.

While the anniversary of the
worst aviation disaster in Irishand
Canadian history has been marked
by an annual event organised by
the Cork County Council in Ire-
land, the three countries joined
hands for an event in New Delhi
for the first time on the 40th anni-
versary of the attack. Besides
Canadian and Irish diplomats, sen-
ior officials of the external affairs
ministry attended the event.

In Cork, an Indian delegation
led by Union minister Hardeep
Puri joined Irish Taoiseach (Prime
Minister) Micheal Martin,
Canada's public safety minister
Gary Anandasangaree and the
ambassadors of India and Canada
for a solemn ceremony at a monu-
ment overlooking the ocean to pay
tribute to the victims of the bomb-
ing of Air India flight 182, also
known as Kanishka.

Addressing the event, Puri
emphasised the importance of
concerted action by the world
community against terrorism and
called for enhanced security col-
laboration with Canada to tackle
extremism and radicalism. The
destruction of the aircraft, which
was carrying more than 80 chil-
dren and citizens of India, Canada
and the UK, in anactof terrorism
isa “stain on humanity”, he said.

“When separatist violence and
separatist voices find sanctuary,
when extremist figures glorify vio-
lence and they threaten not just
the people whose lives they take
away [and] they threaten societies
at large, by working together, shar-
ing intelligence, shutting off fund-
ing channels, countering radicali-
sation, we can ensure that those
who continue to promote hate and
terror cannot succeed,” he said, in
an apparent reference to activities
of pro-Khalistan elements in

Al Flight 182, named Kanishka, was travelling from Montreal to
London when it exploded over the Atlantic Ocean. WIKIMEDIACOMMONS

Canada.

Puri said India’s intelligence
agencies, security apparatus and
diplomatic channels are commit-
ted to partner with Canada and
other countries to fight terrorism.
“Let us redouble our efforts to
ensure that what happened on
June 23, 1985, is never repeated,
not here, not in India, not any-
where in the world,” he said.

He also highlighted the role of
the local Irish community in iden-
tifying bodies of the victims, col-
lecting the debris of Air India flight
182 and opening their homes to
relatives of the victims four dec-
ades ago. “Out of the ruins of a
tragedy, the unique friendship
between the Irish and Indian peo-
ples was deepened,” he said.

Irish Taoiseach Martin said, “
‘While we are brought togetherin
sadness on this occasion, we also
recognise the deep bonds of
friendship that have grown
between our communities and
nations.”

The annual commemoration
began with a minute of silence at
8.13am, the exact time the bomb
planted by pro-Khalistan terrorists
exploded.

The presence of the Indian and
Canadian ministers was signifi-
cant in view of ongoing efforts to
repair bilateral ties and bolster
security cooperation, people famil-
far with the matter said.

The event in New Delhi, held
behind closed doors at Canada
House and attended by senior
Indian, Canadian and Indian dip-
lomats and officials, observed a
minute of silence for the victims.

A3RD OF CANADIANS
SURVEYED DON'T
KNOW ABOUT CASE

Anirudh Bhattacharyya
letters@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO: Around one-third of
Canadians surveyed for a study
said that they are unaware
about the 1985 bombing of Air
India flight 182, the Kanishka,
even as two-thirds of the
respondents supported the
incident be taught in schools.

The findings of the survey by
non-profit Angus Reid Institute
(ARI) were published on the
40th anniversary of Canada's
worst terrorist attack, which
claimed the lives of 320 people
including 280 Canadians.

ARI described the Kanishka
bombing as an “unremembered
tragedy” as nearly a third of
those surveyed (32%) said they
were unaware of it, Of those
surveyed, 59% of the respon-
dents said they “only know the
main details” about the inci-
dent, according to ARI's
release.

“Two-thirds (66%) say they
support Canada implementing
information about the tragedy
into school curricula, while
seven-in-10 (71%) would create
an exhibit in the Canadian
Museum of History. Both
would go a long way to
increase the number of Canadi-
ans in future years of who feel
Canada has done enough to
honour the victims,” ARI said.
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More flight issues dog
Al DGCA starts audit

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Five passengers and
two cabin crew reported nausea
and dizziness on a London
Heathrow to Mumbai flight on
Monday even as the aviation reg-
ulator started an annual audit of
the airline amid increased scru-
tiny following the fatal crash of Al
171 in Ahmedabad on 12 June.

Air India confirmed the inci-
dent on flight AT130 from London
Heathrow to Mumbai but did not
specify the cause. An airline offi-
cial familiar with the matter, on
condition of anonymity, said the
passengersand crew fell sick due
to slow decompression, oragrad-
ual decrease in cabin pressure.
“A few of them were taken to the
medical room (at Mumbai's Ter-
minal 2 ) on wheelchairs,” an air-
port official, also on condition of
anonymity, added.

“... live passengers and two
crew members reported feeling
dizzy and nauseous during difter-
ent phases of the flight. The flight
landed safely in Mumbai, where
our medical teams were ready to
provide immediate assistance,”
an Air India spokesperson said.

The spokesperson said the two
passengers and two cabin crew
members who were taken to the
medical room for further exami-
nation were later discharged.
“Weare investigating the incident
and have duly notified the regula-
tor.”

On 12 June, a 787 Dreamliner
bound for London crashed in a
densely populated residential
area less than a minute after take
off from Ahmedabad airport, kill-
ing 241 of 242 passengers and
crew on board and approximately
30 people on the ground. The air
crash is being investigated by
India’s Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB) as teams
from the US and UK as well as
those from Boeing and engine
manufacturer GE.

Inanother incident, it emerged
that Air India flight Al 505,
scheduled to take off for Cochin
from Delhi on Saturday, was
delayed after the pilot reportedly
refused to fly because the manda-
tory logbook required to be in the
cabin was missing.

The A320neo (VT CIP) that
arrived from Kuala Lumpur at
1lam was leaving for Cochin at

The London-bound AI-171
aircraft crashed shortly after
taking off from Ahmedabad
airporton June 12 REUTERS

night, an official familiar with
the matter said. “During the
night flight's pre-boarding
inspection, it was found that the
aircraft's Cabin Defect Log (CDL)
was missing,” a second official
said adding that it was not found
even after searching for almost
an hour.

A new CDL was issued after
discussions as the captain and
crew would not fly the aircraft
without it as it would be in viola-
tion of standard operating proce-
dures, a third official said.

An Air India spokesperson did
not comment on the matter.

But an airline official , on con-
dition of anonymity, said the log-
book couldn’t be presented to the
operating crew by Air India’s
engineering service provider,
which was handling the mainte-
nance checks for the flight. The
replacement logbook that was
arranged had all the data entries
of the earlier book, the official
said.

“However, the transfer resulted
inamarginal delay and the issue
is being investigated,” the official
added.

“Unreported defects in emer-
gency equipment may go unno-
ticed, posing a direct threat dur-
ing emergencies. Cabin logs are
part of regulatory compliance
under the DGCA. Engineers rely
on the cabin defect log toidentify
what needs fixing during turn-
around. If cabin crew don’t log
issues, engineers cannot act,
resulting in escalated minor
issues, repeat occurrences, and
poor aircraft reliability and ser-
viceability, said aviation safety
expert Amit Singh, founder of the
Safety Matters Foundation

India’s aviation regulator, the

240 out of 241
onboard Al-171
identified
AHMEDABAD: A total of
240 out of 241 people
onboard the June 12 Air
India plane that crashed in
Ahmedabad on June 12,
have been identified
through DNA testing, a
health official aware of the
matter said on Monday,
adding that the bodies of
256 victims have been
handed over to their fami-
lies so far.

The identification of the
body of one passenger
remains pending, the offi-
cial added.

The crash took place
when a London-bound Air
India Dreamliner aircraft
crashed shortly after tak-
ing off from Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport, killing 241 of
the 242 onboard. HTC

Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) had on Saturday
warned Air India that itisin dan-
ger of losing its licence over viola-
tion of erew scheduling norms,
licensing, or flight time limita-
tions detected in any post-audit or
inspection and sought action
against three officials for systemic
failures in crew scheduling, com-
pliance monitoring, and internal
accountability.

On Monday, the regulator
began a detailed audit of the Air
India headquarters in Gurugram.

The audit is believed to focus
on operations, flight planning,
scheduling, rostering, and the
Integrated Operations Control
Centre (I0CC). While it is a regu-
lar audit that is conducted annu-
ally, officials from the ministry
said that unlike the usual three-
member team, an eight-member
DGCA team is conducting the
audit this time, indicating its seri-
ousness. This is in addition to
additional safety checks it ordered
on the airline’s fleet of Boeing 787
Dreamliners, the type of aircraft
involved in the Ahmedabad
crash, which Air India said it has
completed.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 24 JUNE 2025

Gang of aviation fuel
thieves busted, 8 held

Jignasa Sinha
jignasa.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police have bus-
ted a massive smuggling racket
involving aviation turbine fuel
(ATF), arresting six men and
detaining two others for allegedly
siphoning off thousands of litres of
the highly regulated and expensive
fuel meant foraircraft, and selling
itin the black market across Delhi-
NCR, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and other states.

ATF, a highly flammable avia-
tion-grade fuel, is strictly regulated
and primarily used by airlines,
making its theft a serious threat to
both safety and the economy.
Police said the racket caused an
estimated loss of 162 crore per
month to the national exchequer.

A raid was conducted on Sun-
day at a godown in west Delhi's
Mundka village following months
of surveillance and a tip-off by a
team led by inspector Mahipal
Singh, police said on Monday.

“Three oil tankers with 24,000
litres of fuel each were found
siphoning ATF into barrels. Two
pickup trucks for further transpor-
tation, forged dip rods, duplicate
keys, filled barrels, and 3105 lakh
in cash were seized,” said deputy
commissioner of police (crime)
Aditya Gautam.

Intotal, over 72,000 litres of sto-

THE RACKET HAS
CAUSED MONTHLY
LOSS OF 1.6 CRORE
TO THE NATIONAL
EXCHEQUER AND
OVER 72,000 LITRES
OF STOLEN ATF HAS
BEEN RECOVERED

len ATF were recovered.

The accused were reportedly
operating the racket for at least
three years, diverting ATF en route
from HPCLs Asoda Depot in
Bahadurgarh to the Indira Gandhi
International Airport, according to
officials familiar with the matter,
whoasked not to beidentified.

“The drivers were working in
collusion with transporters and
the Mundka godown operator.
They manipulated the GPS track-
ing system and would divert the
tankers to Mundka” said Gautam.

The investigation headed by
ACP Ramesh Lamba found that
the tanker locks were bypassed
using duplicate keys.

“Over time, they had gained
access to keys and made a dupli-
cate, They also forged dip rods to
simulate legitimate delivery meas-
urements. The siphoned ATF was
then sold in the open market
under the guise of mineral turpen-

tine oil (MTO)}—commonly used in
the ink and paint industry.” said an
investigator.

The investigator added that the
fuel from tankers was taken into
barrels which were kept in trucks.
The investigator said, “These
trucks were then taken to Rewari,
Sonipat in Haryana, in Uttar Pra-
desh’s Hardoi and in other places
such as Gwalior and Maharashtra
tosell off to paint industries.”

The DCP said the investigation
revealed that the accused stole
miore than 5,000 litres of ATF daily
for three years.

“This resulted in the theft of
nearly 150,000 litres a month. We
found genuine and forged dip
rods, drums, master keys and
duplicate keys, tanker locks etc,”
he added.

Those arrested include Gaya
Prasad Yadav (43), the godown
owner and alleged mastermind,
who sold ATF at 350 per litre, His
associate, Rajkumar Choudhary,
acted as the key buyer, sourcing
the fuel at ¥43-50 per litre and
reselling it to paint and ink manu-
facturers.

Ashpal Singh Bhullar, owner of
the tankers, was also arrested
along with three of his drivers—
Ram Bharose, Anjay Roy and
Subodh Kumar Yadav—who were
paid ¥700-800 per trip. Two help-
ers have been detained.
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J&K-bound Al Express
back to Delhi over GPS
interference suspicion

NEW DELHI: An Air India GPSinterferenceincident. Subse-

Express flight from Delhi to Srin-
agar via Jammu returned to its
origin airport on Monday after-
noon, officials said.

A spokesman of the airline said
the flight returned to Delhi as a
precautionary measure following
a suspected “GPS interference”
and an alternative aircraft was
later provided to the passengers to
reach their destination.

The officials said that the flight
1X-2564 was supposed to land in
Jammu around noon before leav-
ing for Srinagar, but it hovered
over the Jammu airport for some-
time before its pilot decided to
return to Delhi without landing.

The weather and the runway
were clear, but it seems the pilot
could not find an appropriate
landing area, they said.

“Our Delhi-Jammu flight
returned to Delhi as a precaution-
ary measure followinga suspected

quently, an alternative flight was
organised to connect guests to
Jammu,” said an Air India Express
spokesperson, “We regret the
inconvenience caused. Instances
of GPS signal interference have
been reported by operators while
flying over certain sensitive
regions,” the spokesperson added.
Meanwhile, an Air India
Express flight from Jaipur to
Dubai was cancelled on Monday
after the pilot noticed a technical
glitch in the plane before take off at
the international airport here.
Anairport official said the plane
was scheduled to take off at 6:35
am. While it was on the runway, a
technical snag came to the notice
of the pilot, following which the
take off was aborted. The 189-
seater Boeing 737 Max, returned
from the runway and was checked
by the technical crew. The flight
was subsequently cancelled. pn
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DGCA launches comprehensive
audit to enhance aviation safety

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
launched a “Comprehen-
sive Safety Audit” to pro-
vide a holistic evaluation of
the aviation sector by met-
iculously examining safety,
operational efficiency and
regulatory compliance.

The aviation regulator’s
new audit framework is ex-
pected to proactively iden-
tify systemic vulnerabili-
ties, enhance resilience
and ensure strict adhe-
rence to the International
Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion’s (ICAO) Standards
and Recommended Prac-
tices (SARPs) and India’s
national aviation
objectives.

The move to strengthen
the safety infrastructure
comes days after the tragic
crash of London-bound Air
India flight AI-171 moments

after take off in Ahmeda-
bad, killing 241 people on
board and about 30 people
on the ground on June 12.

The DGCA said that tra-
ditionally, regulatory and
safety oversight functions
within Indian aviation have
been conducted in silos,
with different directorates
performing inspections
and audits specific to their
respective domains. These
activities included
planned/unplanned sur-
veillance inspections, ran-
dom spot-checks and ramp
inspections, which prima-
rily assessed compliance
and safety within indivi-
dual aviation.

“In a significant para-
digm shift, the Compre-
hensive Special Audit is de-
signed to transcend
existing siloed assess-
ments. This special audit
will focus on examining
the Safety Management
Systems (SMS), operational

The special audit will
supersede existing
assessments and aims
to get a 360-degree
evaluation of the
aviation ecosystem

practices, and regulatory
adherence across all avia-
tion domains. The goal is
to generate a 360-degree
evaluation of the aviation
ecosystem, reflecting both
its strengths and areas
needing improvement,”
the circular said.

Multidisciplinary teams
The special audit would be
conducted by multidisci-
plinary teams led by a se-
nior DGCA official as the
Lead Auditor, supported
by specialists from Flight
Standards, Air Safety, Air-
worthiness, Airspace & Air
Navigation Services, Li-

censing, and Aerodrome
Standards  directorates.

The teams would conduct
surprise inspections or
special audits as and when
required.

The audit process would
be a combination of tech-
niques, including docu-
ment and record reviews
to verify compliance, on-
site inspections of facilities
and equipment, structured
interviews with manage-
ment and operational staff,
simulation and training, re-
cord checks, and safety da-
ta trend analysis.

The special audits could
be initiated based on man-
datory triggers, such as
critical safety events (se-
rious incidents or acci-
dents), persistent regulato-

ry non-compliance,
operational  disruptions
etc.

The initiative, the DGCA
said, would reinforce In-
dia’s commitment to a
world-class aviation eco-
system.
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Jet fuel stolen, sold as turpentine,
712 K litres seized in Delhi godown

UPASIKA SINGHAL
REWDELHL.JUNEZ23

AFRMER tanker driver, a rans-
porter,a reseller, three otherd riv-
ers and two helpers. They were
the key links at the beart of a
multi-state racket that siphoned
thousands of litmes of jet fuel
warthcrores forneardy three years
from a petroleum godown in
Haryana and resold it illegaly al-
fEr “misrepresenting it as aform
ol urpentine oil according o
Dethi Polce

‘While the police are still wrap-
ping up the case, tracing addi-
ticnal beneficiaries and links to
hmader networks, they amested
on Sunday the alleged master
mind, Gaya Prasad Yadav (43 )
whowasonce aankerd mec and
recovered 72 000 kres of Aviation
Turbine Fuel {ATF) worth Bs 162
crore fromm his godown in Outer
Dethi

ferording bo Criome Branch es-
timates, Yaday alepedly diverted
about 15 Lakch litres of ATF every
manth, on an average, from an
HIPCL oot Asidla in Haryana's
Bahadurgarh— which points o a
sLappr ring projection of Amost 54

lakh litres of jet fuel since the
racket staried o perating

Among the ot hers arrested
Sunday wes RajkumarChaudhary
(53] who, the police said, was al-
legedly a major purchaser of the
stolen ATF who resold it inthe
open market afier misrepeesent-
ingitas Mineral Turpentine Chl
[MTO} “which s commonly used
intheink and paintindustny”.

The others arrested ind ude
Ashvpal Singh Bhadlan 53], arans-
porter operating multiple rucks
including three sezed by the po
lice Sunday; drvers Ram Bharmose
Yaday {44 Anjay Roy (41 and
Subadh Kumar Yacay [ 32); and
the belpers, bothnamed Paneen
Hausrmar Yacay, aged 25 and 19, re-
spectvely.

The breakthrough came afier
survetllance and intelligence in-
s gat b rexd by the Delhi Police's
Inter-State Cell {I5C) team led by
Inspector Mahipal Sirgh and su-
penisedby ACPRamesh Chander
Lamba OnSunday, based onatp-
ol received by Head Constable
Sunil, the team condhected a tar-
geted raid at a nondescript
gochoam b M und ka said pobicoe

According to the police, the
raid team came across ATF being

aphoned inio bamels from three
oil tankers.eachwith aca pacity of
24, 00W) itees, Two pickup trucks
thatwere assigned to turther dis-
fribage the illicit fuel down Che
supply chainwere alsoseized, the
police said. The police estimate
that amund 5,000 litres of ATF
were stolen every day from the
HPCL depot. “The truck drvers
manipulated the deliveny logs us-
ing forged dip rads, S0 no one
wouldnotice that the tankershad
bess fuel than when they keft for
delrvery. said an offboer linked to
the investigaton.

Yaday amd his associates
wonilel cover thieir tracks well, the
police said. “The ATF was origi-
malyloaded at HPOL Asoda Depat,
Bahadurgarh, for detivery tolndera
Gandhi Intemational Adrport,”
sad DCP{Crime Branch ) Aditya
Eiam

“Theac cused drivers, in collu-
se0m with the trans porter and
godown operator, manipulated
the GPS tracking system and di-
verted thetankers o the Mundka
oo n Thee tanker Incks sevured
with keys exclusiee to the desti-
Tstion depot, were bypassed (s
mgduplicate keys Forgeddiprods
were used Lo simlate legitimate

delivery measurements, The si-
phonerd ATF was then sobdin the
open market under the guise of
Metmeral Turpentmnehl,” Cattam
said

The godown in Mundia was
locaed on the moute from Asoda
o the airport, which meant that
dightdetourswouldn 't rase sus-
plecrons, sad police,

Furthermore, police said,
Yaulav pot duplicate keys madeto
Iy paass the locking machanismmon
the tankers despite only the des-
tinationdepot having thekeysto
unbck the chamibers o access the
fuel Yaday would buy the ATF
froam the tanker drivers at Bs 30
jer lit e andl then sedl it to pur-
chasersat R 50 per Frre, they sid,

MIDs used as apart and var
nish thinner, and can be subvsti-
et wath kerosene ATFis prima-
nly derived from oude oil and is
a specialised, more refined
kerosene-based fuel

Whien contacted for detaik on
market prices, Jignesh Mehta,
managing director of Mehta
Petro-Refineres Lid_said MTDap-
proximately costs Rs 66 per litre,
aking Yaelm's price in the black
ket “asieal for an extremy
high-valued produc”.
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Air India
Express flight to

Jammu returns
to Delhi due

to ‘GPS
interference’

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, JUNE 23

AN AIR India Express flight from
Delhi to Jammu returned to the
Delhi Airport on Sunday after it
was diverted mid-air following a
suspected “GPS interference”.

A spokesman of the airline
said that following the suspected
“GPS interference”, the flight re-
turned to Delhias a precautionary
measure, and an alternative air-
raft was later providedto the pas-
sengersto reach theirdestination.

According to the live flight
tracking website Flightradar24,
flight IX2564, operated by an
Airbus A320, took off from Delhi
at 10.40 am and was scheduled to
land in Jammu at 12.05 pm.
However, the aircraft retumed to
Delhi at 11,04 am. A second flight
departed Delhi at 5.02 pm and
landed in Jammu at 6.08 pm,
Rlightradar24 stated.

Rights operating in northern
India, especially Jammu and
Kashmir, have beenexperiencing
high GPS interference, a 24-hour
map of GPS jamming by
Rightradar24 showed.

According to Flightradar24,
GPS interference canoccur dueto
various reasons, such as electro-
magnetic radiation from nearby
devices, intentional jamming ad-
verse atmospheric conditions like
ionosphericdisturbances, and so-
lar activity, including flares. These
sources can disrupt GPS signals,
leading to inaccuracies or com-
plete signal lossduring flight oper-
ations, Such interference poses
risks toaircraft by affecting navi-
gation and communication sys-
terns that rely heavily on GPS.

SThelndiank$s
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‘Were scared if we’d see the next morning’: Indians returning from Iran

DRISHTIJAIN
MNEW DELHI JUNE 23

TS 1030 PM on Sunday. Atthe ar-
rival gate six of Terminal 3 of the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA), families of those
who got stranded in Iran, includ-
ing students or those whowent to
perform ziyarat (pilgrimage), are
waiting. Some take support of the
railingwhile others sitonthe floor.

Awoman who does not wish
to be named can be seen walking
impatiently, ight ly holding a plas-
tichag fullof rose petals — hereyes
scanthegate, “She(her daughter)
said they have touched down. |
don't knowwhyit'staking solong
for them tocome out," she tellsa

$TheIndianEXPRESS [

family member.

Around two hours later,
Indians aboard aMahan Air flight
— the second since lran-Israel war
broke out and the first after the
United States entered the conflict
—start arriving.

Tanzeem Fatima (34), who
hails from Allahabad in Uttar
Pradesh andissettled in Dubai, is
accomipanied by herthree friends.
“Weall wereon the tenth floor of
our hotel when we saw missiles
in the sky two days back.First, we
thought it was a celebration to
mark one of the recent festivals,
but soon realised it was not," she
recounts.

They were scared for their
lives, says one of her friends.
“There was chaos all over the

i
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Indians arrive at Delhi airport from Iran; passenger Muhammad Natif Naqvi(right).

epaperindianexpressicom pums

place.. We ran towards the
ground floor of the hotel... scared
if we'd be able to see the next
morming,” she says.

Some of the passengers who

had returned afteroffering ziyaue
had their relatives from Lucknow
waiting Muhammad Matif Nagvi
(28), who went along with her
mother, also recalls his experi-
ences ata hotelin Iran as the con-
flictescalated. “They told us notto
go near the windows as they can
break with the loud noises out-
side” hesays.

“Bahutkhatamak manzar the.
humare samne missile intercept ho
rahi thi (It was a scary sight...
Missiles were being intercepted
in front of us),” he recounts as he
took stock of his luggage.

Of around 230 passengers
aboard the plane, 180 werefrom
Jammu and Kashmir — they
boarded the buses arranged by
the government to retumn to

their homes.

“There are 1,300 students
from Kashmir who study in Iran.
Of them, 750 have been bought
badk so far,” says Nasir Khuekami,
founder and national convenor of
Jammu Kashmir Students
Association.*We havebuiltastu-
dent network across not only
Indiabutglobally as well Theday
this inadent happened between
the countries, we issued a helpline
number” he adds.

According to him, the associ-
ationwrote letters to the Ministry
of External Affairs(MEA)and held
talks with the Jammu & Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah.
Bothlranand India have been put-
tingeflortsintothe safe relocation
of the students, he asserts,

m |
co
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Air India suspends
flights to West Asia,
Europe and North
America east coast

Other Indian carriers caution flyers
about likely disruptions to flights

SUKALP SHARMA
MEW DELHI, JUME 23

WITHTHE conflictin West Asia
intensifying Tata group airline
AirIndia has halted all its oper-
ations to the region as well as
to and from Europe and the
east coast of North America
with immediate effect until
further notice,

The announcement came
close on the heels of Monday
night's missile attack by Iran
targeting anAmericanmilitary
base in Qatar, which led tovar-
iousWest Asiannations dosing
their airspace.

Thisled to numerous flights
headed for key hub airports like
Doha, Dubai, and AbuDhabidi-
verting to other airports, with
a few returning to their origin
airports. A number of flights
were also cancelled. Among the
affected flights were those of
Indian airlines like Air India, Air
India Express, and indiGo, ac-
cording to flight tracking data.

It was not clear till when the
airspace closures were likely to
bein place, although some an-

STheIndianEXPRESS

alysts expressed hope that the
suspensions were likely to be
short-lived, with resumption of
flightsintheaffected airspaces
likely within a few hours. The
situation, however, continues
to be fragile amid the escalat-
ing conflict in the region.

While Air India has an-
nounced the suspension of its
services to various regions to
the west of India, considering
that flying there would entail
overflying West Asia, other
Indian aidinesissued advisories
to passengers, cautioning flyers
that their flights in the region
could see delays or diversions.
West Asian corridors are criti-
cal for flying between Indiaand
Europe and India and parts of
North America. AirIndiais the
only Indian airline that flies to
Europe and North America
from India. Other Indian carri-
ers mostly have short-haul in-
ternational networks, largely
concentrated in West Asia.

Over 20 flights destined for
Doha had been diverted as of
11:40 pm India time, and at
least four flights headed for
Dubai were diverted.

Tue, 24 Jun i)
https://epa '
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Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, who is leadinga 7-member delegation, pays tribute to
the victims of the Air India Kanishka bombing atthe Ahakista Memorial, on the 40th
anmniversary of the incident, in County Cork, Ireland. rF17

Shut terror funding channels: Puri
on Kanishka bombing anniversary

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NE'u"'." DELHI,JUNEZ3

UNION MINISTER Hardeep Puri
on Monday called for closing
down funding channels to ter-
rorists and separatists and dou-
bling efforts to unitedly combat
the global menace as he paid
tributes to the victims of the Air
IndiaAight 182 Kanishka bomb-
ing onits 40th anniversary.

The Montreal-London-New
Delhi Air India 'Kanishka' Flight
182 exploded 45 minutes before
it was supposed to land at UK's
Heathrow Airport on June 23,
1985, killing all 329 people on
board, most of them Canadians
of Indian descent.

Puri, the Union Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas, was
joined by Irish Prime Minister
Tapiseach Micheal Martin and

$TheIndianEXPRESS

Canada's Minister of Public
Safety Gary Anandasangaree to
pay tributes to the Kanishkavic-
tims at the Ahakista Memorial in
County Cork, about 260 kilome-
tres southwest from here.

“On behalfof the people and
Governmentofindia, a 7-mem-
ber delegationled by Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
@HardeepSPuri paid tributes to
the victims at the Ahakista
Memaorial in County Cork,
Ireland.” said a post on X by the
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal.

Puri in his speech thanked
the *wonderful community of
Ahakista and the people of
Ireland,” who hesaid, roseto the
occasion when the accidenthap-
pened 40 years ago.

“This memorial stands testi-
monytothetragedy of that crash
on the shores of the Atlantic

Tue, 24 June Zﬁéﬁ

Oceannotfar fromhere,” he said.

“Irrespective of the differences
inideologies and political differ-
ences, we need tobe vigilantabout
terrorism and united in combat-
ing themenace,” he said on X,

Asserting that time has come
to close off the funding channels
of terrorists and separatists
mindsets, so that there is no
scope for extremism, Puri said in
another post on X, “We need to
double our efforts to ensure that
what happenedon June 23, 1985
is not repeated anywhere in the
world in future.” "It was a privi-
lege toattend the commemora-
tion to mark 40 years since the
Air India disaster in West Cork.
329 innocent people lost their
lives over the skiesof Ireland that
morning, and the passingof time
does not dimthe scaleof lossand
of this atrocity,” Micheal Martin
said ina poston X.

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77t @
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‘ATR’s destiny has been
linked to India, a lot of new

pages to write in that story’

EURDPEAN REGIONMNAL aircraft
manufacturer ATR, which hasa
dominantmarket share in India’s
small regional aircraft market,
sees massive potential for turbo-
prop aircraftinndia — the world's
third-larzest and Qstest-growing
major aviation market — as the
country's regional network den-
sifies and expands. The company
is “very bullish” on the Indian
market and sees potential for as
manyas 300 turbopropaircraftin
India overthe next 10years, ATR's
Managing Director & Head of
Region for Asia Padfic
JEAN-PIERRE CLERCIN tells
SUKAILPSHARMA. Ina freewheel-
ing interaction, Cercin states that
ATRisindiscussionwithall exist-
ing Indian aidines and evena few
parties that don't have airline op-
erations yet He also delves into
India’s regional aviation sector’s
growth potential andgovernment
push, the turboprop versus re-
gional jet debate, and whether
ATRwould considercollaborating
with Indiatomanufacture aircraft
in the country. Edited excerpts:

What is ATR's ex pectation
from the Indian market over
the next few years?

We are very bullish on the
market. Everything that has hap-
pened overthe last couple of years
isquite impressive, and we still see
agreater potential. Inthe regional
segment, last year we were look-
ingata potential market of around
200 aircraft covering around 120
airports. Now if we also consider
the 80 or so new airportsthatare
expected tocome up, we feel they
could potentially add another 100
aircraft. So, we currently see the
potential for 300 wrboprop air-
craft in India over the next 10
years, By contrast, the current fleet
in Indiais just 70 aircraft.

There appears to be adebate

onwhatis better for regional
air connectivity—turboprops
or regional jets. What is your
view?

It’s like comparing a fork and
aspoon. They are very different
produds and address very differ-
ent markets. Themain difference
is that a jet — interms of the dis-
tance and economics — is meant
for longer routes, whereas a tur-
boprop is optimised around the
one-hour stage length. For any
distance below400nautical miles,
there is no question really about
the superiority of a turboprop
against a regional jet. Turboprops
are more economical and fuel ef-
ficient than a jet on short seg-
mients, where a jet burns 40-45
per cent more fuel. Anything
above 400-500 nautical miles
would be more suited for jets... If
you look at the whole mobility
landscape of India, in terms of in-
ter-city trips, 90 per cent are un-
der 400 nautical miles (of which
just3 percent is currently served
byairlines, therest by road trans-
portation and trains). That's
wherewe see great potential, and
that'swhere we play.

Alsp, Ifeel thata small jet ver-
sus a big jet is more a function of

§The IndianEXPRESS

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WiTH
JEAN-PIERRE
CLERCIN
MANAGING DIRECTOR & HEAD OF
REGION FOR ASIA PACIFIC, ATR

the volume of traffic, and therel-
ative difficulty for regional jets in
India comes from thefact thatit's
a fast-growing market. So, very
quickly, large narrow-bodies like
Airbus A321 would become more
suitable than regional jets on
mary routes.

Which Indian airlines are you
in talks with foraircraft sales?
Canwe ex pect a follow-on
order from IndiGonow that
their previous ATR order has
been fulfilled?

We are in discussion with all
existing carriers and operators. If
you have any specific questions, |
think it's best to ask IndiGo and
the other airlines. I think every-
body (airlines)is looking at tur-
boprops, because the capacity to-
day is about 70 aircraft, while
there is potential for a lot more.
Weare inactivediscussions with
most of the players, including a
few who currently don't have an
ADC{airoperator certificate) ora
license today..For now, thereisno
order backlogforIndia, butthere
are a few lessor slots that could
come here.

India’s regionalair
connectivity scheme UDAN
hasseensomesuccesses buta
large number of routes have
failedto take off as well. How
doyou view the performance
of the scheme considering it
couldbe crucialto your

potential opportunitiesin
India?

1 think UDAN supports re-
gional air connectivity very well
asitshoulders the risk of opening
aroute, which is great because
many airlines will see opening a
routeasa big risk. So, it'sabouttry-
ingroutes and seeingif they work
ordon't work. When [ talk to pol-
icymakers in other places, I tell
them to notice what India is do-
ingbecausel think thisisthe gold

Tue, 24 June 2025

standard of regional aviation and
connectivity. Of course, some-
times things work, sometimes
they don't—maybe the timing
wasnotright, or there was some-
thing missing, etc. But what's
more important is the vision of
encouraging airlines to enhance
the regional network, and sup-
porting new routes,

India wants foreignaircraft
manufacturers to set up final
assembly lines (FALS) to make
planes inIndia. Isthat
something ATR could consider
seriously?

We are keen on exploring
further ties in India. We have
been here for decades now..our
destiny has been linked to the
country and [think there arealot
of new pages in that story to
write, I think it's difficult to be
specific (about the possibility of
an FAL in India). It's a market
where ATR can grow and bring
value with hundreds of aircraft
and that would need stronger
cooperation—in components,
industry, and aftermarket But it
would be too early totalk about
the specifics because we also
havea strong missionto keep the
operations and the platform af-
fordable. We need to have the
correct combination of doing
more with India while keeping
the platform competitive..1f you
have mobility, but it’s not inclu-
sive, then it defines the purpose.
Whatl find quite interesting is
the vision that you have as a
country. You want to make
everybody fly. That is a very
strongstatement that not alot of
countries have as a vision.

The government wants to
build an indigenous regional
aircraft. Would ATR be open
to collaboratingon such a
project?

We're open to looking at any
kind of collaboration. Firstly, I'd
like to say that this vision of the
eovernment underpins the vision
they have for the regional mar-
ket..It'sdifficult to be black or
white, but certainly we have a lot
of experience inthe regional mar-
ket and in the Indian market. So,
wecan surely bringexperience to
the industry. We can bring our
technology, our know-how, and
continue to contribute to the avi-
ation ecosystemin India.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www. indianexpress.com

'S0,
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7 {3
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Air India CEO got pay hike
a fortnight before crash

Under the new package, Campbell Wilson stands to earn up to X27.75 cr

MUMBABENGALLURL

[ortnishit before the coun
try’'sworst civil aviation dis-
asterinalmost three decades
involving one of its Mights,
Tata-owned Air India’s board

handed its CEO Camphsell Wilson, a new
salary, under which he stands to ramup o
12770 crore.

This would be a #6% jump from the
11898 crore he earned in 2025-24 acc-
ordime foe Ar Ivckia’s filimgs. Wilsonwalked
into the comer moomin July 2022 and was
promised a salary of wp to 120150 crore.

The new remuneration package
which is effective 1 April 2025 and inclu
desa fixed salary af T crore, 18,52 crome
in perdformance:linked bonuses, and
1832 crore in long-term stock incen
tives—was approved by the company's
board om 27 May. This implies that about
G0% of Wikon's current salary is ted (o

About 60% of Wilson's current salary is tied to Alr India’s performance.

theairdine’s performance. Air India'sill- |

fated Hight from Abmedabad to London
crashed on 12 June.

According to Air ndin’s dischosures. the
salary structure does not include benefits
and allowances such as rent- free accom
mokation, a cor, and hospitalisation.

The ratse, which comes on the back ol
the boand's recognition of his efforts to
uplift theairhine and forman
oy aseris of internal moer-
gers, positions Wilson's pay

20024, accordmg to its latest annunl report.

“I think the pay ito Wilsonl is compira-
bl anad justifialale,” said Shriram Subea
mnian, founder and MD of the proxy
advisory firm Indiovern Research Servi
oes, “Thisis becmse Air India's challonges
e more coemles aod it is still completing
the merper with Vistara, [t is poims thro

i

consideration the respomsibilities shoul -
dered by him,” said a filing by privately
hedd Air Indin. “Inaddition o transforma
ticomy ool thie Mimgrshuip airdinge, Mr. Wilsonsue
cessfully stoened the integration of subsid
iary airtines viz. AirIndia Express and ATX
Conmect inioa single loweost carrier, and
thie merger of Tita Sia Adrlines (Vistor)
with Air India®

In addition to Wilson, the
serven-member board of Air

amongthe highest foriopair-  THEnew |;i gi”‘:mﬂf’gﬁﬁxﬁj “‘ISE‘E‘TM&;E‘? India eomprises Tata Sons
gt RSN . remuneration ary o oore,  woul a : R o p
1I.EI:I. lﬂﬂlln‘l‘:‘il..!'l.lilL L'I'I.'I.I'I.l.r:n : e e Wil o Adadaent i frov the .1.11.:! Adr Inedin chairman ’*.ar..s
The country's birgest and — 5ma into effect bontsof #32ooe,  #E88 crorehe rajan Chandrasekaran, Tata
mist vilushle sichne IndiGio,  from 1 April 2005 stock incentives eamed in 202324 Motors Lid CFO B, Balaji,

owmed by Ltertlobe, paid its

former Hindustan Unilever

CEOQ Pieter Elbers 121,61

crore in 2024, peeording Lo filings made
by the company. Elbers was appointed
CEO in Septomber 2022 Privately held
Abkzsa Air's founder and chief executive
Vimay Dl recebved 1865 crore in 024,
according to the company’s filings made
i thie corporate affairs ministry. And Spi

ceJet s UMD Ajay Singh, pot 154 crore in

uph o trunsition and Gees challongses of
fleet upgradation and employee unicns,
The bigpest challenge is developing cus-
tomer trs.”

“The remuneration of Mr, Wilson is
commmrensurate with the remuneration of
expatriates appainted at CECYMD lovels
of sirnilar sized multmatiomals taking into

chicfexecitive Sanjiv Mehta,

and fermer chainman of Deloitte India
PR Hamesh. General Insuranee Corpol
India's former CMD Alice Viidyan and
Singapore Airlines' CEO Goh Choon
Phomg are the other boosrd members,

An email sent 1o Air India seching a
comment went unanswered.

ipurlt barndeerio Kivererid.con
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imvestigation. EEUTERY

DGCA tostart Air
India annual audit

wartchodog will visit Air India

headguarters on Tuessalay for an annual
audit, a government memoshowed, just as the
airline is fwcing intense serutiny after a plane
criash killed 271 people.

The awdit is unrelated to the accident, bt
Air India has been getting waming notices for
compliance lapses in recent davs, and has also
reduced its routes citing “operational stability™
nevds after the June 12 deadly crash of its
Hoeing T87-8 Dreamliner in India's
Ahmedabad.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(MECA) officials will inspect documents
redated to Adr India operations, previous audit
findings and action-taken report s during the
visit, according toa government memoseen by
Rewlers. The canse of the 12 June incident is
still under investigation. REUTERS

T en officials from India’s aviation safety
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Here are the top three credit cards
to earnfree flights and hotel stays

Ideal choice depends on how much you spend and on what, but avoid overspending just to chase rewards
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Best travel credit cards for different spenders

Chiosce of credit cards with travel-focused rewards is based on how much you spend annually
and what categonies you spend on

Annual spends® of ¥10-15 lakh

7] Fee:¥5.900
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iy Travelrewardrate
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‘CAUSING MONTHLY LOSS OF RS 1.62 CR TO THE NATIONAL EXCHEQUER’

Aviation turbine fuel smuggling

racket

busted in city, six nabbed

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Police on Monday claimed to
have busted a racket siphoning
off aviation turbine fuel from
tankers meant for the interna-
tonal airport here and selling
those in the open market as
mineral turpentine oil, caus-
ing monthly loss of over Rs 162
crore to the national exchequer.
The illegal operation —
running for over three years
— was uncovered following a
tip-off received on Sunday, and
led 1o the arrest of six people
and detention of two others.
The racket is said to be
causing a loss of over Rs 1.62
crore Lo the exchequer every
month, with an estimated 5,000
litres of fuel being stolen daily.
“The ATF was originally
dispatched from HPCLs Asoda
Depot in Bahadurgarh for
delivery to IGI Afrport. How-
ever, lanker drivers, in conniv-
ance with the transporter and
godown owner. manipulated

- e

- - al -
Security locks on the tankers were bypassed using duplicate master
keys, despite being meant for access anly at airport depots

MFOST

KEY POINTS

# The llegal op — run-
ning for aver 3 yrs —
was uncovered following
a tip-off, and led to the
arrest of six people and
detention of two others
+ The racket is said to be
caiing a los of aver

Rs 1.62 crore to the
exchequer every month,
with an estimeated
5,000 litres of fuel be-
ing stolen daily

GPS tracking data and diverted
the tankers lo a concealed loca-
tion in Mundka,” Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Crime)
Aditya Gautam said.

The security locks on the
tankers — meant o be opened
only at the designated airport
depol — were bypassed using
duplicate master keys. Forged
dip rods were then used to fake
proper delivery readings, he

added. The siphoned fuel was
transferred into barrels and
sold as Mineral Turpentine
Oil (MTO), commonly used
in the ink and paint industry.
“Three oil tankers carrying
24,000 litres of ATF each were
seized from the spot along with
siphoning pipes, drums, and
cash,” the officer said.

The raid was conducted
and in addition to the tank-

ers, police also recovered
two pickup trucks meant for
transporting the stolen fuel,
Rs 1.05 lakh in cash, six dip
rods {including forged ones),
siphoning equipment, nine
empty dtums, and three dupli-
cate master keys.

The seized ATF and
vehicles have been handed
over to the concerned oil
company lor safe custody

after due documentation.

The arrested people include
Gaya Prasad Yadav (43), the
godown owner and former
tanker driver. He used to pur-
chase fuel at Rs 30/ktre and sell
at Rs 50/hitre.

Others include Rajkumar
Chaudhary (53), rcgu]le.r pur-
chaser of siphoned ATF which
he sold at Rs 43 to Rs 50/0itre,
and Ashpal Singh Bhullar (53),
owner of elght trucks including
the three tankers seired

Three truck drivers were
also arrested - Ram Bharose
Yadav (44), Anjay Roy (41), and
Subodh Kumar Yadav (32) -
who were paid Rs 1,500 per
trip. Two detainees include
drivers helpers  Parveen
Kumar Yadav {25) and Parveen
Kumar Yadav (19) who were
paid Rs 700 per trip.

A ease has been registered
under relevant sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita at
the Crime Branch police sta-
tion. Further investigation is
underway.
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IndiGo employee files
FIR alleging casteist
abuse by three seniors

GURUGRAM: An employee
of budget carrier IndiGo has
lodged a police complaint
against three of his seniors,
alleging that they used casteist
slurs against him during a com-
pany meeting, officials said.

IndiGo, however, dismissed
the claims as “baseless” and
said it will extend its support
to the law enforcement agen-
cies as required. Sharan A (35)
from Bengaluru filed the com-
plaint, based on which a zero
FIR was registered by the city
police. As the incdent ook
place in Gurugram, Bengaluru
police transferred the case to
their Gurugram counterparts,
the police officials said.

On receiving the #ero FIR,
Gurnigram police registered an
FIR at DLF Phase 1 police sta-
tion on Sunday, they said.

“An FIR has been regis-
tered and a probe is underway.
We are verifying the facts and
action will be LnEi.'rn as per the

law,” said Rajesh Kumar, Sta-
tion House Officer, DLF Phase
L. Refuting the charges, IndiGo
said it maintaing a zero-toler-
ance policy towards any form
of harassment.

“IndiGo upholds a zero-tol-
erance pilicy lowards any form
of discrimination, harassment,
or bias and remains firmly
committed to being an inclu-
sive and respectful workplace.

“IndiGo strongly refutes
these baseless claims and
stands by its values of fair-
ness, integrity and account-
ability and will extend its
support 1o the law enforce-
menl agencies as required.” a
spokesperson said. The IndiGo
employee, from the Adi Drav-
ida community, alleged caste-
based abuse and workplace
harassment. Despite report-
ing the incident to the CEQ
and ethics panel, no action was
taken, prompting him to fle a
police complaint. AEENTIES
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HISTORIC MOVE

India, Ireland & Canada commemorate 4oth anniv of Air India flight 182 bombing

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: In a historic
maove, India, Ireland, and Can-
ada jointly marked the 40th
annive: e of the bombing of
Air India flight 182, also known
as Kanishka, with solemn com-
memorative events held in
Cork, Ireland, and New Delhi
The tragedy. which occurred
on June 23, 1985, claimed the
lives of all 329 pcupir. on board
and remains the deadliest avi-
ation-related act of terrorism
prior to the 9/11 attacks in the
United States.

In Cork, a memorial ser-
vice took place at the monu-
ment uv:rl::uiurlg the Atlantic
Ocean, close to where the air-
craft’s wreckage was discovered.
Undon Minister HEIIdI.'V.‘:]:I' Singh
Puri bed the Indian delegation
andjdm::d Irish Prime Minister
Michedl Martin, Canada’s Public
Safety Minister Gary Ananda-
sangaree and the ambassadors
of the three nations in honour-
ing the victims,

“This was an unspeakable

act of terrorism,” said Purl

during his address at the cer-
emony. He urged countries to
strengthen international coop-
eration in countering radicalism
and vialence. “We must ensure
that what happensd on June 23,
1985, s never repeated — not in
Indiza, not in Canada, not anmy-
where else in the world”

Puri called for deeper cal-
labaration with Canada in tack-
,_“:E; extremism, m:lanE,. "When

ividuals who glortfy violence
are allowed space, they pose a
danger not just (o specific com-
munities but to the very fab-
ric of democratic societies” He
said that India's seciirity agen-
cies are ready to work closely
with global partners to address
these onpoing threats.

Canadian Minister Anan-
dasangaree echoed the senti-
ment, stating that remembrance
must also kead to collective vigi-
lance. "We come together today
ol just to mourn but o real-
firm our shared responsibility
in ensuring the salety of our citi-
zens againgt such acts of terror”

Irish Taniseach Michedl
Martin highlighted the signifi-

cance ::l'sﬂlldarit}' across bor-
ders, remarking, “While this
is & moment of shared grief, it
also stands as a testament o the
enduring connections between
our nattons”

The event began with a min-
ute's silence observed at 8:13 am
— the exact time the bomb det-
onated mid-air over the Atlan-
tic. Wreaths were laid |:::,' lh.rmi}'
members of the victims, with
several rcca]]ing, the moment

thetr lives were forever changed.
The names of all those who
died are engraved on the Cork
memorial, which has become a
site of annual reflection.

A pal‘:l]]c! event was held in
Mew Delhi at Canada House,
attended by diplomats and rela-
tives of the victims. The closed-
door gathering incduded a
ceremonial minute of silence
and the signing of a remem-
brance book. A tree was also

planted in memory of the
deceased.

Speaking at the event, Can-
ada’s chargé daffaires Jennifer
Daubeny said, “In Canada, June
23 is ohserved as the National
Day of Remembrance for Vie-
tims of Terrorism. This day
reminds us of the urgent need
to work together to counter the
threat of lerrorism globally”

Irish Ambassador to India
Kevin Kelly acknowledged the

Key Points

» The tragedy, which occurred on June 23 ‘:985 daimed
the lives of all 329 people on board and remains the
decdliest aviation-related ot of terrorism prior to the
2/11 attacks in the United States

# Undon Minkster Hardeap Singh Puri led the Indian
delegation and joined Irish Prime Minister Michedl
Mairtin, Canada's Public Safety Minister Gary
Anondasangaree and the ambassadors of the three
nations in honouring the vietims

enduring griel of the victims'
families and the local Irish com-
munity’s support in the after-
math. “The people of Ahakista
opened their homes and hearts
tor the bereaved. Their compas-
sion formed a bond that con-
tinues to bring our nations
I!ug::ll'urr."

O the day of the attack in
1985, a bamb planied by Kha-
listani terrorists brought down
Adr India flight 182 — a Boeing
747 en route from Montreal to
London — around 200 kilome-

tres off the coast of Ieeland, OF

the 329 people killed, 268 were

Canadian nationals, rHany af

Indian orlgin, along with pas-
sengers from India and the
United Kingdom.
Investigations later revealed
that the explosives were loaded
in Vancouver in suilcases
intended for two separate
flights. A second bomb deto-
mated] at Tokyo's Narita Afrport,
killing two baggage handlers
as it was being transferred o
another Air India flight.
Efforts to bring those
responsible to justice were hin-
dered by a protracted investi-
gation and legal procesdings
in Canada. Despite arrests, the
case led 1o only one conviction

— Inderfit Singh Reyal —while
others walked free due to lack of
evidence.

The anniversary also comes
amid aftempts to  restore
strained diplomatic relations
between India and Canada. The
two countries had downgraded
ties following allegations made

n 2023 by L%i:n-Pr!mn: Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau reganding
Indias alleged involvement in
the killing of a Canadian cittzen
limkedd to the Khalistan move-
ment. India rejected the claims
as baseless. A recent meeting
between Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Canadian leader
Mark Camney al the G7 Sum-
mit signalled a step toward
normalisation.

The events in Corkl and New
Delhi mark a rare moment ol
trilateral unity in ackoowl-
edging a tragedy that had, for
decades, drawn differing polit-
ical responses. Participants
across all three nations called
for lasting cooperation in con-
fronting lerrorism and sale-
guarding communities against
hate-driven violence.
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Air India reduces flights
on Kolkata-New Delhi
route until ‘atleast July 15°

KOLKATA: Air India on Sun-
day announced a reduction in
its number of flights on the
Delhi-Kolkata and Mumbai-
Kolkata routes for a temporary
period. According to an airline
statement: “The changes are
effective until at least July 15”

With this announcement,
there will be 63 weekly flights
between Delhi and Kolkata
instead of 70 from Sunday.

Similarly, the frequency of
the Mumbai-Kolkata route has
been reduced from 42 weekly
flights to 30.

Following previous
announcements of temporary
reductions in Tata Group-
owned airlines widebody
international services, it also
announced temporary cuts of
less than 5 per cent to its over-
all narrowbody network, the

statement said. “This voluntary
decision leads to the tempo-
rary suspension of Air India’s
services on three routes and
reduction of frequency on 19
routes (including Kolkata),”
it said.

The statement said that
despite these temporary
reductions, the airline will
continue to operate close to
600 daily flights with its nar-
rowbody aircraft on 120
domestic and short-haul inter-
national routes.

Air India apologised to
the passengers affected by
these curtailments and said
it is contacting affected pas-
sengers to offer re-accommo-
dation on alternative flights,

complimentary reschedul-
ing or full refunds as per their
preferences. AGENCIES
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Spicejet asked to pay ¥25K compensation
for issuing wrong ticket to passenger

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI: A consumer com-
mission here has held that a
senior citizen suffered “mon-
etarily and mentally” after
Spicefet issued incorrect tick-
ets while rerouting his journey
in 2020, and directed the airline
to pay a compensation of Rs
25,000 to the passenger.

The District Consumer
Disputes Redressal Commis-
sion, Mumbai (Suburban), in
the order passed on June 17,
held the budget carrier guilty of
“deficient service and negligent
behaviour” for the error which
caused “mental harassment” to
the passenger.

In view of the urgent need
of the passenger (age not spec-
ified in the order), the airline
had made an alternate book-
ing- where the wrong ticket
was issued- after his initial
flight was cancelled due to bad
weather.

The commission acknowl-
edged that the flight cancella-
tion was beyond the control of
the airline, and the Air Traffic
Control (ATC) had taken the
decision in view of the passen-

' safety.
P,'ETEI[ noted the airline had
taken all the necessary efforts
to provide an alternate ticket
to the complainant.

However, the said ticket was
incorrect and thereby the com-
plainant suffered “monetarily
and mentally", it said.

The commission further
stated the complainant also
“acted negligently”.

The complainant
sought a refund of
the fare amount of
Rs 14,577 along
with a compensation
of Rs 2 lakh for
mental agony and
Rs 25,000 as the
cost of litigation

“Had the complainant
checked the ticket when it was
issued, the mistake could have
been rectified on the spot and
the complainant could have
saved himself from further
hardship,” it said.

The complainant, a senior
citizen residing in Ghatkopar
area here, booked Spicejet
tickets from Mumbai to Darb-
hanga for December 5, 2020,
and a return journey two days
later.

While the Mumbai to Darb-
hanga leg of the journey was
cum]g::llet?gl. the return ﬂiglft was
cancelled due to bad weather.

The complaint said as he
had to appear for a PhD online
examination in Mumbai on

December 8, 2020, he requested
an alternate arrangement.

Spicefet then provided an
alternate ticket for travel from
Patna to Kolkata and then Kol-
kata to Mumbai on the same
day.

However, upon reach-
ing Patna, airport authorities
informed him that the issued
tickets were incorrect, as the
connecting flight from Kolkata
to Mumbai was scheduled to
depart before his arrival in Kol-
kata, the complaint claimed.

This error forced the com-
plainant to book another flight
tor the following morning at
his own expense, causing sig-
nificant hardship, mental agony
and fAnancial loss.

In such a situation, he also
missed his online examination
due to delayed arrival in Mum-
bai, the complainant said.

Hence, the man approached
the consumer panel, alleging
deficiency in service and unfair
trade practice on part of the
airline.

He sought a refund of the
fareamount of Rs 14,577 along
with a compensation of Rs 2
lakh for mental agony and Rs
25,000 as the cost of litigation.

Spicefet, in its defense,

ued the flight cancellation
:Es due to ng:l weather, an
instance beyond its control,
and its liability is limited as per
the Carriage by Air Act, 1972,

The airline stated that an
alternate flight was provided
without additional charges and
the full ticket amount had been
refunded to the complainant

through his booking agency.

The commission noted the
flight cancellation was “beyond
the control” of the airline.

It stressed that the flight
cancellation had genuine rea-
sons and the ATC took the
decision in the interest of pas-
senger safety.

The airline had taken all
the necessary efforts to pro-
vide alternate tickets to the
complainant. However, the
said ticket was incorrect, it
observed.

The opposite (airline},
after rea]?lisi.ng Pd:I:Ymist:!ke.
reimbursed the complainant.

“Hence, the opposite party
had taken suo motu efforts to
cover the financial damage to
the complainant,’ the commis-
sion held.

It, however, underlined
that the airline cannot escape
from the negligent act of issu-
ance of wrong ticket to the
complainant.

“"Hence, in our opinion,
the opposite party is guilty of
deficient service and negligent
behaviour by issuing incorrect
ticket, which threw the com-
plainant in an unwarranted
mental harassment,” the com-
mission ruled.

It held that the complainant
deserves to be compensated for
the said mental agony as well as
legal expenses.

Hence, the commis-
sion directed the airline pay
the passenger Rs 25,000 as
compensation for mental
agony and Rs 5,000 for the
litigation cost.
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Air India cuts flights of narrow-body planes on 19 routes

All the 19 routes where reduction in narrow-body services have heen done are domestic and of
the three routes where flichts have been suspended, two are international and one is domestic

NEW DELHI: Air India on
Sunday said it will temporarily
reduce 118 weekly flights oper-
ated with narrow-body planes
on 19 routes as well as sus-
pend services on three routes.
The temporary cuts in services
account for about 5 per cent
of the airline’s overall narrow-
body operations and the move
is aimed at ensuring operational
stability amid disruptions in the
wake of the fatal plane crash in
Ahmedabad on June 12.

All the 19 routes where
reduction in narrow-body ser-
vices have been done are domes-
ticand of the three routes where
flights have been suspended,
two are international and one
is domestic. The announce-
ment comes days after the Tata
Group-owned carrier said it will
cut international flights oper-
ated with wide-body planes by

‘Despite these
reductions, Air
India will continue
to operate around
600 daily flights
with its narrow-
body aircraft’

15 per cent temp

In a statement, the airline
said it is going for * ‘temporary
cuts of less than 5 per cent to its
overall narrow-body network’.

“This voluntary decision
leads to the temporary sus-
pension of Air India’s services
on 3 routes and reduction of
frequency on 19 routes. The
changes are effective until at
least 15 July 2025 it said. As
many as seven weekly flights

each on three routes — Beng-
aluru-Singapore, Pune-Singa-
pore and Mumbai-Bagdogra
— have been suspended till at
least July 15. Flights on various
other routes, including Delhi-
Bengaluru and Delhi-Mumbai,
have been reduced.
On the Bengaluru-Chandi-
E:uh route, the weekly services
ave been cut to seven, Delhi-
Bengaluru to 113, Delhi-Mum-
bai to 165, Delhi-Kolkata to 63,

Delhi-Coimbatore to 12, Delhi-
Goa (Dabolim) and Delhi-Goa
(Mopa) to seven each.

Also, weekly flights on the
Delhi-Hyderabad route have
been reduced to 76, Delhi-
Indore to 14, Delhi-Luc-
know to 21, Delhi-Pune to 54,
Mumbai-Ahmedabad to 37,
Mumbai-Bengaluru to 84 and
Mumbai-Kolkata to 30.

The statement said weekly
flights are also being cut on

Mumbai-Coimbatore route
to 16, Mumbai-Kochi to 34,
Mumbai-Goa {Dabolim) to 29,
Mumbai-Hyderabad to 59 and
Mumbai-Varanasi to seven.
“Despite these temporary
reductions, Air India will con-
tinue to operate close to 600
daily flights with its narrow-
body aircraft on 120 domestic
and short-haul international
routes,” the statement said.
According to the airline,
the reductions are aimed at
strengthening Air Indias net-
work-wide operational stabil-
ity and minimising last-minute
inconvenience to passengers.
Air India also apologised to
as: ers affected by the cur-
i ruent i flights and said it
is offering re-accommodation
on alternative flights, compli-
mentary reschejulmg or full

refunds. il
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Flight with nose damage:
‘Pilots had no clear plan’

5 LALITHA & hew Del “The crew started taking de-  Both pilots
viations from the plannedrouts  had valld
INDIGOpilots ona DelhitoSn- o avold weather in coordind:  Jeances
nagar fight last month, which  ton with the three ATCs — the
sulferad extensive nose dam-  one at Delhi Alrport, the Alpha The pmtg by
age due to o heavy hallstorm,  Contral Bor J&K and the Northe  DGCA said that
did not have any clear plan to  ern Controd of the Alr Force thecockmpt
handle the situation, avistion  just before it reached the way. 72w (pilots)
regulator DOCA said in its re-  point ASARL™ it said had valid
port. The Alr Traffle Control, “The cockpit crew wepe UCENCesand
too, faulted the pilots for their  proactive in indentification of  the fight duty
decisions, the weather However, the ac-  Bmes of bath
On May 21,227 passengerson  tlons and decisions which pre.  the orew
board had a mimculons escape  eceedod 8 indicate that the crew  MeMbers was
with the nose of the Might su  were pot having a clearplan on  within the
fered extensive damage. The the next course of action ™ specified time
pllots managed to land the On convective weather svs- lirmit. The
flight in Srinagar. teams, itsaid, “Pilots areadvised  alroatt too
In its #-papge report, the o movigate such oeess biterally  hadavald
DGECA pointed out that thefore-  than climbing or descending”™  Alnworthiness
cast presented in the brief (o The DGCA advised pilotsio take  Review
pilots did not specify any sig-  a conservativeapproach to decl:  Certificate, the
nificant weather changes. Bui  slon making during adverse nwvestigation
the whether changed enroute. weaiher conditions found
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DGCA be

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
Mew Dethi

Ditectorsle General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)

on Monday commenced
the detailed audit at Air India's
main base in Gur that
will cover upmﬁu%:?“ﬂi.ghl
scheduling, rostering and var-
ious other areas. Top sources
said an elght-member team
from the DGCA has started the
annual audit of Afr India's
main base. G:m:m].l}‘, a three-
member team carries oul the
yearly audit. The airline has
come under intense scrutiny
after its London-bound Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner plane
crashed soon after take-off in
Ahmedabad on June 12, killing
270 le, including 241 2
e T L
“DIGCA has started the audit
at Air Indias main base at
Gurugram. The annual exercise
will cover all aspects, including
operations, [light planning,
scheduling, rostering and
IOCC ﬁ[n'ln:g,mtnd Operations
Control Centre),” the source
saidd Adr India is headguartersd
in Gurigam, H
The audit exercise also
cormes at a ime when the reg-
ulator has taken action against
some Alr India officials for
repeated salety lapses.

oins au_g_]i} of Air India

On June 21, DGCA sm.Lghl
details on the airline’s planned
and unplanned inspections,
audit, cockpitlen route, sta-
Hon facility, ramp and cabin
inspection, among others, from
its Might operations inspectors
since 2024, The communica-
ton was sent out a day after the
regulator issued a show-cause
nolice to the airline for Flight
Druty Time Limitation (FDTL)
violation and also ordered the
removal of the airlines three

senfor  officlals  from
their respective roles for
cerfain lapses.

Meanwhile, DGCA has also
put in place a new framework
for comprehensive special
andits o penerate a 360-degree
evaluation of the aviation
ecosystem, reflecting both its

strengths and arcas needing
improvement.

These special audits will be
over and above the regulatory
audits carried out as per the
Annual Surveillance
Programme. In a detailed dreu-
lar dated June 19, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) sid a com-
prehensive special framework to
assess aviation ecosystem and
strengthen aviation safety archi-
lecluire is being put in place.

"de.':ﬁunaﬂ}', rtgulatury
and safety oversight funcltions
within Indian aviation have
been conducted in slos, with
different directorates perform-
ing tspections and audits spe-
cific lo their respective
domains” it said.

Conlinued an ¥ P2

DGCA begins audit of Air India

Continued [rem 3p F1 Apninst
this backdrop, DGCA empha-
sised that the comprehensive
special audit is designed to
ments and will focus on exom-
ining the safety manogement
systems [5M5), operational
practices, and regulatory adher-
cnce across all aviation
domains. “The goal is to gen-

erate a 360-degree evaluation of
the wvistion poosystem, reflect-
ing both its strengths and areas
needing improvement,” the
watchdog said.

The special audits will be
applicable to scheduled, non-
scheduled. and private sir oper-
ators, Maintenance, Repair,
and Overhaul (MRO) organi-
sations, Approved Training

Organisations { ATOs), Flying
Training Organisations (FT0s),
Air Navigation Service
Provider {ANSP), Acrodrome
Operators, and Ground
Handling Agencies {GHAs).
By adopting a rid-based
and integrated approach,
DGEA sabd these andits will
proactively identify systemic
vulnerahilities, enhance

resilience, and ensure strict
adberence o International Civil
Aviation Organization (1CAQ)
Standards and Recommended
Practices (SARPs) and the
country’s national aviation
objectives. These audits will be
in addition to the regolatory
audits carried out as per the
Annual Surveillance
Programme.
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Alplane crash: DGCA launches safety
audit toidentity systemicvulnerabilities

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MNEW DELHIL 22 JUNE

Ini the wake of the Air India
plane crash in Ahmedobad
carlier this month, aviation
safety wat chdog Directorane
General of Civil Aviation
(DAL haslaunched a com-
prehensive special audit ind
tintive to proactively identify
systemic vulnerabilites and
strengrhen resilience acToss
Indin's aviation sector,

An Alr India Boeing 787
Ireamliner, operating fight
Al-171 an the Ahmedabad-
London-Gatwick rouie,
crashed in Ahmedabad on
12 June, which claimed the
lives of a1 least 270 people,
including 24 1 passengers and
crew membe s and dozens
on the ground

Theaudit fmmeworkwill

cover the entire ranpe ol avi-
ation entities, inchidingsched-
uled and non-scheduled air-
lines, maintenance, mepais
and overhaul organisations

(MROs), flying training
schools, air navigation service
providers, airport opermtons
and ground handling apen-
cies.

The audit framework will

bemnaddithon wthe regulatary
audits being camied out as
per the annual surveillance
programme. Ii will alsohave
more severe penalties for
pon-compliance that nclude
grounding of airines.

Ihe process will unfold
in three stages: o pre-sudit
phase lasting five 10 seven
days, a three- to-five -day on-

site audiy, and a post-audit
period of ten o fifteen days
for anolysis and follow- up.
Entities audited are requined
to submit cormrec tive acticn
plaiis within 15 diays of fecedv-
ing findings. The DMGEA will
closely monitor the imple
mentation of these plans.

I'he regulator has
deployved multidisciplinary
auwdit wams led by senlor
officials and supported by
subject moter experts drown
from varous domains within
aviation. These teams are
cond weting rigorous inspec
tions.

I'he primary focus areas
induded S afety Monagement
Systems (5SMS), operational
efficiency, adherencetoreg-
ulatory frumeworks, ond orew
dnd resource man dgeIment
protocols,
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Air India flight to
Delhi diverted
after bomb threat

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MW DELHI, Z2 JUNE

AnAir Indin fight from Birm
ingham 1o Delhi was diverted
to Rivadh on Saturdoy nught
ifier abomb threst wos recetved,
the airline said

On Sunday, Adr Indi stated
that fight Al 114 landed safily
inRvadh, where secomty checks
were conducted.

Accordingto e light rack-
ingwebsite Flightradar24, the
gircraft ook of from Birm
ingham at 8:26 pm and wasen
route to Delhi when it had o
ke theemerpon oy divendon.
Iheaidine Inter issued a state-
mient confimming that all pas-
sengers were safe and that
efiortswereunderway o ammnge
onward travel o their fnal
destinations. “The inconven-
TR C IILIL'-L"'I’J s Ear |'I-3.‘L“:L'ﬂELT.‘|-

chue trs this umfrreseen disugtion
B sincerely regreted. Altermative
arang ements are being made
o fiy the passengers to thedr
destinations,” aspokesperson
for the aidine said .

The Tuta Group- owned abr-
line hasrecentlyimplemented
additional sa ety measures fol
Iowing atmgic crashin Ahmed
abad on June 12,

As part ofits response, Adr
India hasntreduced more ng-
arous pre-flight safety checks
and temporarily reduced the
number of flights 0 ensume
'il:!'l.ﬂ[]l'h I:]l'H." piluia L8

Theairline also noted that
factorssuchas airspacerestric-
thoms in the Middle East, night
curfews at airports in Europe
and East Asia, and general nir
traffic congestion are con
mbuting to delays and can-
cellati ons.
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Alplane crash: DGCA launches safety audit to identity systemic vulnerabilities

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

In the wake of the Air India
plane crash in Ahmedabad
earlier this month, aviation
safety watchdog Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) haslaunched a com-
prehensive special audit ini-
tiative to proactively identify
systemic vulnerabilities and
strengthen resilience across
India’s aviation sector.

An Air India Boeing 787
Dreamliner, operating flight
AL-171 on the Ahmedabad-

London-Gatwick route,
crashed in Ahmedabad on
12 June, which claimed the
lives of at least 270 people,
including 241 passengers
and crew members and
dozens on the ground.

The audit framework will
cover the entire range of avi-
ation entities, including
scheduled and non-sched-
uled airlines, maintenance,
repair and overhaul organ-
isations (MROs), flying train-
ing schools, air navigation
service providers, airport
operators and ground han-

dling agencies.

The audit framework will
bein addition to the regula-
tory audits being carried out
as per the annual surveillance
programme. [t will also have
more severe penalties for
non-compliance thatinclude
grounding of airlines.

The process will unfold
in three stages: a pre-audit
phase lasting five to seven
days, a three-to-five-day on-
site audit, and a post-audit
period of ten to fifteen days
for analysis and follow-up.
Entities audited are required

to submit corrective action
plans within 15 days of receiv-
ing findings. The DGCA will
closely monitor the imple-

mentation of these plans.

The regulator has deployed
multidisciplinary audit teams
led by senior officials and

supported by subject matter
experts drawn from various
domains within aviation.
These teams are conducting
rigorous inspections.

The primary focus areas
included Safety Management
Systems (SMS5), uperatiunal
efficiency, adherence to reg-
ulatory frameworks, and
crew and resource manage-
ment protocols.

According to officials, the
audit was triggered by a
range of factors, including
aviation accidents, serious
incidents, recurring non-

compliance issues, as well
as findings flagged by the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation (1CAQO).

The process will unfold
in three stages: a pre-audit
phase lasting five to seven
days, a three-to-five-day
on-site audit, and a post-
audit period of ten to fifteen
days for analysis and fol-
low-up.

Findings from these audits
will be classified based on
Level 1 forimmediate safety
risks, Level 2 for significant
but non-critical issues, and

a third category for long-
term observations.

Entities audited are
required to submit Corrective
Action Plans (CAPs) within
15 days of receiving findings.
The DGCA will closely mon-
itor the implementation of
these plans.

The DGCA has made it
clear that failure to comply
with audit recommendations
could attract penalties such
assuspension of operations
or even cancellation of
licences in cases of violation
of safety norms.
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Flying fuel, faked keys, forged rods!
Inside multi-crore smuggling racket

Ties Wews NETwORR team acted on s tip-ofl and hare a 53 year-old ATF purcha-
comducted 3 rabl of the conoe I'.II:FI SAYS ser, hought the Fuel at Bs 9 per
New Delhi: The crime  aled godown, seizing three odl litre anid sald it in the open mar-
branch of Delkhi Pollee has  tanbers loaded wlith ATE vao The tanker Boesl aib Fa 4 bo e S0 Elire
tusted & large-scale smugg-  pickup trucks, forged dip lochs —secured with Ashpal Singh Bhullar; the
lingayndicate invelved inthe  rods, duplicate moster Keys hﬁ exclusive to the Syvearald rock  ownoern
illegal siphoning and black  and Rs1.061akh. The nocuased, destination depot— operated eight trucks, inelu
markel saleof avigtiontuebl-  ineluding tse godown awnee, were bypassed ding the thres splded ones
nr funl {ATFL The cops reco drivers, holpers, o tromspor- mm and played n crucial role in
vered 72,000 ires of ATFon terand the ilieis sl purchs- ﬁmmm‘w the symleate’s aperatlons
Sunday from a clandestine  sor, manipulated the GPS imulate lagitimat Threw truck drivers, Ram
podown  In west  Delhi's tracking system and diverted Bharos= Yadav (d4k Anjay
Mundka, Six peapls have bo the tankers ta the Mundi g dﬁﬂ" measarements Roy (41 and Subodbh Kumaor
enarrestod. o n, paliss foamd - Yadav (32), were paid Rs 1500

Acvconting o DCP Adiiva
Gautam, this illegal apers-
i was runming caily for thee
past thres years, with around
5,000 Litres af ATF sfolen ove
ry day, resulting in the theft
of nearly 15 lakh [Oitres
monthly The syndicate was
cilaskog i loss ol up o Bs LE2
crore (o the exchequer with
ench sl solitees aakl

Police said ATF was origi-
finlly loacled at HPCL Ascda
Depat in Bnhadurgarh for do-
lwvery to Indira Gandbl [nter-
mntional Afrporl, The accu

soi drivers, in colluslon with seale smuagiing
the transporter and the go gang imvoheed in
down operator, manipulated ilkegal siphoning
thes GPS tracking system mnd and black-marke
diverted the tankers to the sale of aviaticm
Misndka podown I

The tanker locks—seci- tu.mr:e MEII ;
retd Wit Keys eeclasive to the RODUS FEHANDL B v [
destination depoi— wers by- Drlvers Tankers { Duplicate fﬁdrfﬂgg::u
passed wsing duplicate keys. ATF loaded fmilabed diverted o keys used to simukate
Forged dip rods wore uzed 1o at HPEL BPS tracking arndeating to bypass I” It 3
shmnlate leplilmate dellvery Asada D wtem 4 tanker locks E';' imate
measurements,”  the DCP EpaL, 5 qodown in delivery

added, Tl aiphoned -l ATF

Besldes the fix arrests,
two persons have bean bound
own, said an officer The e
covered ATF and tankers we-
v hnnaled over (o theoil som
pany aftor due dorumenta-
B for safie custody sl aocs
50 Wis rogisterad

Crime branch has
busted a large-

Bahadisrgarn

The accused inchude Gaya
Prasad Yaday, the 43 yearokl
godown owmor and master-
mtirud wha previoisly warked zs
o tanker driver He bough ATF
e 2 e it ne] solel jeat Rs
B per litre. Rajiammar Chensd-

Mundka

per trip for diverting the tan
kers tothe godown

Twn helpers, Parveen
Fumar Yoday (25) and Parye
en Kiimar Yidaw (881, were
paid Ks T par trip for assi-
sting the drivers in the
smgElmg operation

MEasIrements g

was then sold in the open

markst under the pulse of -

it nu.p..nh;p il The ﬂuhqned ATF THE OFERATION

commonly used n the ink was sold in the open A tip-aff bed to raid on Humt on for

andd parint industry market under the godown, & aparehanded mastesmind and
The police oparation was guise af Mineral other syndicate

conductd by a teaim compri Turpertine Oil = 72,000 fitres ol ATF

singg ACF Ramesh Lamba and commonly usedin the = recovered, 3 oil lankers, 2

inspector Mahipal Singh, Tha: Ink and pairt industry pickup trucks seized
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‘GPS interference’ Al Express
flight to Jammu returns to Delhi

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: An Air India Ex-
press Delhi-Jammu flight
(IX-2564) returned to Delhi
Monday after “suspected GPS
interference”. The incidence
of GPS spoofing has been on
the rise of the past 2-3 years
and airlines face the same
right from near the India-Pa-
Kistan border to upto and
even beyond Turkey.

Flight tracking sites show
IX 2564 took off from Delhi at
11.05 am and then flew back to
Delhi from near the Pakistan
border. It landed safely at
IGIA just before1.30 pm.

“Our Delhi-Jammu flight
returned to Delhi as a precau-
tionary measure, following a

suspected GPS interference
incident. Subsequently an al-
ternative flight was organised
to connect guests to Jammu.
We regret the inconvenience
caused. Instances of GPS sig-
nal interference have been re-
ported by operators while fly-
ing over certain sensitive re-
gions,” an Air India Express
spokesperson said.

GPS interference can be
either jamming or spoofing
“global navigation satellite
system” (GNSS) signals. Ac-
cording to aviation website
Skybrary: “Spoofing involves
broadcasting counterfeit sat-
ellite signals to deceive GNSS
receivers, causing them to
compute incorrect position,
navigation, and timing data.”
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No More Hot Air

DGCA waking up to aviation safety won't change much
unless audit is unsparing & findings are made public

othing shows more starkly why nothing should be taken for

granted than aviation regulator DGCA'S ‘comprehensive safety

audit’'-a360-degree evaluation of the sector's safety, opsand

regulatory compliance. Flyers assume such a periodic 360-degree

audit and assessments are at the core of DGCA's raison d'etre,

Apparently not. Airlines’ and chopper operators’ audits have been

carried out in silos. And compliance with aviation safety rules has

been hostage to airlines cutting corners to keep losses in check and

profits intact, coupled with a crippling shortage of suitably trained

inspectors at DGCA's multiple operations’ wings, Plus, allround
graft, including in the running of flyving training schools.

Commercial flying is a multitude of

operations demanding high skill, high

training and plenty of rest- it is only when

every amall part works in unison can flight

safety be guaranteed. Take something as

routine as oxvegen on board. A Lok Sabha

response mentioned a Nov 2022 Air India

B737 Bombay-Bengaluru-San  Francisco

D flight that was fined ¥1.10cr for insufficient

oxyeen on board. The penalty order came a

vear later on Jan 24, 2024, On July 9, 2024, in a “serious scheduling

ineident” on a Delhi-Rivadh flight, a trainee first officer was paired

withanon-trainer pilot, against basicnorms—-Al wasfined T90L. It's

not a moment too soon that three Al senior officials were removed

from their posts for a series of lapses.

A constant stream of ‘accidents’—from unlawful entrv into the
cockpit to under-trained and fatigued pilots, from poor main-
tenance to inspection staff shortage — has the aviation sector
glitching. There have been calls that DGCA may want to bring in
third party auditors since a kev operational audit would be to
identify the safety watchdog's own weaknesses and gaps in
protocol, staffing and service. Finally, findings of the audit must
be made public - to reassure those who actually buy air tickets
and keep the business running.
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Airlines halt flights to Gulf region

Paris: Global airlines have su-
spended or reduced flights in
the Middle East as the conflict
between Israel and Iran rages
after the United States bom-
bed three Iranian nuclear en-
richment sites at the weekend.

British Airways cancelled
flights between London’s He-
athrow Airport and Dubail
and Doha on Sunday following
the US strikes on Iran. The air-
line said Monday it was sche-

duled to operate those routes
as normal, though there were
some cancellations ahead of a
clutch of evening flights.

AirFrancehaltedflights to
Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates until at least
Tuesday inclusive, the airline
said. It also extended the su-
spension of the Paris-Tel Aviv
route until July 14.

Germany’s Lufthansa gro-
up, whose other airlines inclu-

de Swiss, Austrian and ITA,
has suspended flights to the
Middle East until June 30.

United Airlines has war-
ned passengers that flights to
and from Dubaischeduled bet-
weenJunel8andJuly 3may be
affected and is offering no-fee
ticket changes.

Air Canadahastemporari-
ly suspended its daily non-
stop service from Toronto to
Dubaistarting June18. ap
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DGCA orders special audit
of aviation eco-system

Experts Express Scepticism, Question Regulator’s Track Record

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aviation regula-
tor DGCA has launched a
“comprehensive special au-
dit" of theentirecivilaviation
ecosystem  following  the
crashof AirIndia Flight171in
Ahmedabad and multiple hel-
icopter accidents in Uttarak-
hand over the past month.

DGCA said the audit will
cover scheduled and non-
scheduled airlines, private
operators, maintenance and
repair organisations
(MROs), training academies,
flving schools, air naviga-
tion service providers, air-
port operators, and ground
handling agencies,

“This is a paradigm
shift,” DGCA chief Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai said. “Tradi-
tionally, oversight has been
siloed — this audit is aimed
at evaluating the aviation
ecosystem holistically, gen-
erating a 360-degree assess-

THE CLEANUP: Multidisciplinary teams led by senior DGCA officials —
including experts in air safety, airworthiness, licensing, flight standards,
and navigation services — will conduct the audit

ment of strengths and gaps.”
The focus will be on safe-
ty management systems, op-
erational practices, and reg-
ulatory compliance, along
with supporting systems
suchasemergency response,
technology infrastructure,
supply chains, and coordina-
tion bodies.
Multidisciplinary teams
led by senior DGCA officials

— including experts in air

safety, airworthiness, licens-

ing, flight standards, and nav-
igation services — will con-
duct the audit. External in-
dustry specialists may be
brought in when required.
Upon completion, audit
findings will be shared with
each entity, which must sub-
mit a corrective action plan
within 15 days. "DGCA will
monitor  implementation
through progress reviews
and follow-up audits,” the or-
der said. Entities failing to

act may face penalties rang-
ing from operational restric-
tions and fines to suspension
orlicence revocation.

Air safety analyst Amit
Singh questioned the regula-
tor's track record. “DGCA
has been auditing aviation
since time immemorial.
Wouldn't it be prudent to in-
vitea third partytoauditand
why have past DGCA audits
failed to rein in safety?”

Others in the industry
echoed scepticism, saying
audits and enhanced surveil-
lance have become routine,
with limited long-term ef-
fect. Financial fragility of
several aviation operators,
especially airlines, remains
a structural weakness be-
yond the regulator’s scope.

“Many struggling carri-
ers have warned they’d shut
down if foreed to meet every
rule, hurting regional con-
nectivity,” said an insider
“Hopefully the recent crash-
eswillchange this.”
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London flight returns
as Iran airspace closed

Venkadesan.5
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A British Airways
flight bound for London from
Chennai returned to the city
nearly two hours after being
airborne on Sunday follo-
wing US bombing of nuclear
sites in Iran. The flight,
which was originally schedu-
led to depart at 5.35am, took
off nearly 40 minutes late at
6.24am with 206 passengers
on board.

After the flight entered
the Arabian Searegion, pilots
received information on air-
space closure over Iran. The
pilots alerted the air traffic
controller at Chennai airport

and landed in Chennai at
8.50am. It was parked in the
bay until 9.20am. British Air-
ways confirmed that the re-
turn of the flight was due to
airspace closure over Iran.

The passengers were de-
boarded and offered refresh-
ments in the lobby. The flight
was refuelled to cover the ex-
tra miles and departed Chen-
naiat11.25am, avoiding Iran’s
airspace. A Kuwait Airwavs
flight to Kuwait from Chen-
nai, scheduled to depart at
3.30am, departed two hours
lateat5.40am. A Qatar Airwa-
ys flight to Doha was delayed
by an hour, whilean Emirates
flight to Dubai was also delay-
ed by an hour.
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Birmingham-Delhi
flight lands in Riyadh
after bomb threat

TRIBIINE NEWS SEIVICE

Air Indiafaces scrutiny
NEW DVELHD, (UINE 23 . s
An Al India igrht from Bem s d'u‘nwm-ﬁ moLo
ingham to Delhi vas foroed o
muke oo emegeney linding Al REROUTES FUGHTS TO
ir Riyacliy on Priday night fol AVOID GULF AIRSPACE

hevarim @ b fhreal that Later
turmed out 0 be a hoot, The
fight AT1 14, operafing on.June
21, inded safsly ot the Saudi
capital and underwent thor
ough seourity checks before
pazsenpers wene deplened.
‘Al passengers are safe
anel  have been  provided
hotel secommodation
Riyadh. Security protocols
have besn fully complied
with and the aircmail has
been  cleared  following
inspection” an Air Indis
spokespersnn =, while
confirming that albematiee
arrangements  were  being
made to{ly the passengers o
thetr lmal destinathons

The midak bomb soare
adds 10 the growing bst of dis
ruptions that the Thto-ownied
airfine has foced in recent
werks umid a saeeping open-
tonal resel. “AS announced.

In msponse (o mounting
tensions in the Gulf region,
Alr India hasannounced a
strategic realignment of its
fight paths, confirming it
haxs stopped operating over
the airspaces of Iran, krag
and Brael. According Lo air-
line officials, the move is
aimed at ansuring passen-
ger and crew safety.

Arr Imehin  has wluntanly
undertalen  enhanoed  pre
Mlight safety chedis and acali
burmbesd] renluction of services W
wphald our commtment o
safe operstions.” the airdine
sai] in o stafement,

The mcklent in Rivadh
cianes il athime when e air-
e s under close pubdicand
regulstory scrutiny, follow-
mp a zeries of techmacal
anigs,  exended  Oight
delays, and diversions
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