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Thermal screening begins
at RGIA amid Ebola surge

EBOLA PIIECAUTIONS

HYOERABAD MAY 21

As A precautionary meas-
ure following the Ebala
outbreak in some African
countries, the Airport
Health Organisation
{APHO) has installed ther-
mal screening systems at
the international arrivals

section of the Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) in

Hyderabad. Officials said
all international passen-
gers arriving at the air-
port would undergo ther-
mal screening to ensure
early detection of suspect-
ed cases and strengthen
public health and safety
measures. According to
the Directorate General of
Health Services of the
Union health ministry,
monitoring is being car-
ried out for passengers
arriving from or transit-
ing through high-risk
countries including the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Uganda and South
Sudan,

An APHO officer told
Deccan  Chroniele  that
each flight there are two

o Travellers

to APHO
officers or
health desks
before
immigration

clearance if they experienee fe'.rer

dlarrh )
sore throat or unexp ained bleedmg. - L

weakness, fatigue, he
muscle pain, vomitin

must report M!u GMII:IHII -
K

TEEIu

. Passengers who e « Any traveller
had direct contact }'f\ developing symptoms
with the blood or within 21 days of arrival
body fluids of s ed should seek immediate
or confirmed Ebola medical care and inform
patients have also been healthcare authorities
asked to immediatel about their travel
inform APHO authorities. | history.
or three passengers, and nobody has been suspect-
mostly in Ethiopian ed until Thursday-late

flights there are people
from Uganda. The proce-
dure is that if they are
suspected after thermal
screenings, the state
health department must
provide referral centres
and they will be taken to
that hospital. However,

evening.

Authorities said the
measures are being imple-
mented in line with inter-
national health regula-
tions to ensure passenger
safety and prevent any
possible spread of the dis-
ease
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Darbhanga airport gets
CAT Il lighting upgrade

Bishnu K Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

DARBHANGA: Darbhanga air-
port has received a major opera-
tional upgrade with the installa-
tion and notification of CAT
[l-compatible approach lighting
infrastructure, a development
expected to significantly
improve flight operations dur-
ing dense fog and poor visibility
conditions, officials familiar
with the matter said on Friday.

According to Airport Author-
ity of India sources, the CAT II
lighting system for 550-metre
Runway Visual Range (RVR)
operations has been installed
and formally notified, while the
required NOTAM (Notice to Air-
men) procedures have also been
prepared. The airport already
operates with an Instrument
Landing System (ILS) CAT 1
facility, which officials said is
proposed to be upgraded to ILS
CAT ITin the next phase.

The newly installed infra-
structure includes Touchdown
Zone Lighting (TDZL) across
the first 900 metres of the run-
way, a key requirement for CAT
11 operations. Officials said the
advanced lighting system would
provide improved visual gui-
dance to pilots during approach
and landing in low-visibility
conditions, particularly during
winter when north Bihar expe-
riences prolonged fog.

Aviation experts said the
upgrade is expected to improve
operational reliability by allow-
ing aircraft movements in lower
visibility conditions than those
permitted under the existing
CAT I system. The enhanced
infrastructure is also likely to
reduce flight diversions, delays
and cancellations caused by
adverse weather.

Sources added that all major
electrical and electronic sys-
tems required for night landing
operations have been installed
and are operationally ready,
marking a crucial step towards
advanced all-weather capability
at the airport.

Officials nevertheless
described the developmentasa
significant milestone for avia-
tion infrastructure in the Mith-
ila region, with the upgraded
system expected to benefit thou-
sands of passengers travelling
to and from north Bihar.

Meanwhile, JD(U) working
president and Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Kumar Jha on Friday
met Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and discussed issues
related to the operationalisation
of night landing facilities at the
airport.

During the meeting, Jha sub-
mitted a memorandum seeking
additional Indian Air Force per-
sonnel and technical support
for commencement of night
flight operations.

Jha said passenger traffic at
the airport has grown steadily
since the launch of the interim
civil enclave under the UDAN
scheme in November 2020. He
noted that the Centre has
already granted in-principle
approval for declaration of Dar-
bhanga as an international air-
port, while the Bihar govern-
ment has nearly completed
acquisition of around 90 acres
for extension of the runway to
3,700 metres.

He also informed the Defence
Minister that construction of
the permanent civil enclave is
underway and that land acquisi-
tion for a proposed logistics
park near the airport is
expected to be completed by
July. At present, around 18
flights operate daily from the
airport, though airlines have
been seeking additional evening
slots beyond 5 pm amid rising
passenger demand.

Jha urged the Centre to facili-
tate extension of ATC watch
hours and provide additional
operational support to
strengthen future expansion
and improve regional air con-
nectivity.

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu on
Thursday said Darbhanga air-
port was emerging as an impor-
tant hub for agricultural cargo
movement under the Centre's
Krishi UDAN initiative.
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Two Thai nationals arrested at IGI
Airport with weed worth I48 crore

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Customs officials at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport have seized
nearly 48 kilograms of sus-
pected hydroponic weed
from two Thai nationals.
The suspects arrived from
Bangkok. This marks one of
the biggest narcotics
seizures at the airport in
recent times.

Officials said the two pas-
sengers arrived in Delhi on an
Air India flight from Bangkok
on May 22. They were inter-
cepted after crossing the
Customs Green Channel.

Acting on specific profiling
inputs, customs officers
stopped the passengers.
Their baggage was subject-
ed to detailed scrutiny due
to suspicious travel indica-
tors. During a thorough
physical examination, offi-
cials recovered six vacuum-
sealed packets suspected to
contain hydroponic weed.
These were concealed inside
their luggage.

Of the total seizure, four
packets weighing around 29

kg were recovered from
one passenger's baggage.
Two packets weighing
approximately 19 kg
were found in the second
passenger’s luggage.

The total weight of the sus-
pected narcotics was 47.805
kg, officials said.Customs
officials estimated the inter-
national market value at
about T48 crore.

Officials described this as
one of the highest drug
seizures at IGl Airport in
recent years. It underscores
growing concerns over
efforts to smuggle high-value
narcotics through interna-

tional routes. The two pas-
sengers, both Thai nationals,
were intercepted based on
advanced profiling and sus-
picious travel patterns, offi-
cials said, adding that the
exact source and intended
destination of the consign-
ment are being probed.
Customs officials have
launched a detailed investi-
gation to identify possible
links to international drug
trafficking networks.

They want to know if the
accused acted alone or as
part of a larger syndicate.
Further investigation into
the case is underway.
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Andalairportrecordsunprecedented

VVIPrushduringpollseason

DEBAIYOTICHAKRABORTY
Dhirgapr, 22 Moy

West Bengal's first
greenfleld private alrport,
Kazi Nazrul Islam Alrport
(KNIA) in Andal, West
Burdwan, witnessed an
unprecedented surge in
WVIP traffic during the
April poll season, The influx
of unscheduled chartered
Mights generated crores of
rupees In parking fees, with
Alr Traffic Controllers
waorking overtime to
manage the busy schedule.
Even yesterday, Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikan
arrived at AndalIn a
chartered flight from
Kolkata to attend his first
administrative meeting in
Durgapur, before fying (o
New Delhi in the evening
for a two-day tour. He was
accompanied by Chief
Secretary Mano] Agarwal

and DGP Siddhinath Gupta.
The CM was received by
BAPL President and CFO
Anju Madeka and KNLA
Director Kallash Mondal.
The state povernment holds
a slgnificant stake in BAPL
through WEBIDC, alongside
Changi Alrports of
Singapore.

Operational for nearly a
decade, KNIA has
previously handled VVIP

traffic during the 2019, 2021,

and 2024 Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls. However,
the 2026 Assembly
elections shattered all
records. In April alone, the
alrport managed 158
unscheduled Rishis in
addition to 266 scheduled
arrivals and departures,
taking the total tally to 428
flights."There were 79
landings and 79
unscheduled take-offs. four
diversions, and 266

scheduled Mights in April

With only four parking bays,

we had to adopt
non-standard parking plans
to accommaodate the
additional traffic. The poll
season has underscored
KNIAs strategic importance
for South Bengal and
western.Jharkhand,” said
Kailash Mondal, Director of
KNLA

On peak days, such as 14
April, the airport handled 31
flights, including 21
unscheduled movements.
On 22 April it managed 21
Rights, while VVIP transits
were operated dally during
the first and second phases
of polling on 23 and 29
April.

The passenger manifest
featured top leaders across
parties. including Prime
Minkster Narendra Modi,
Utear Pradesh Chief
Minister Youi Adltyvanath,

Oxdisha Chiel Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi, Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sal,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamzta Banerfee, and
several Union Cabinet
ministers The surpe has
provided a significant
revenue boost to the alrport,
long debated for fts
economic viability.
Operators now hope to
leverage this momentum to
highlight KNLAS
commerclal potential and
its role In connecting the
“Ruhr of India”™ with the rest
of the country Industry
voloes have called for
KNIAE upgradation to
international status. “We
demand that the central
government upgrade KNLA
to an internatbonal airport,
like Bagdogra in North
Bengal. A new terminal
building is under
constriction and will be
completed by 2028 The
alrport serves not only the
Rahr Bangla region but also
Jharkhand districts such as
Dhanbad and Bokaro.
Flights to Southeast Asian
capitals can be operated
from here” said Sandeep
Bhalotia, Natonal Vice
President of the Indian
Council of Small Industries.
He urged all nine MLAs of
West Burdwan to press for
the upgrade.

Meanwhile, starting 21
May 2026, KNLA has
Introduced & direct bus
service between Burdwan
and Andal Airport to
Improve passenger
conventence.
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SANJAY MANDAL

Caleutta: Nine cleaning staff
engaged by a private agency
at Calcutta airport have been
terminated for not performing
their duties, in a disciplinary
crackdown that unions had
successiully resisted in the
past,

As part of the fresh clean-
up drive, stalls opposite the old
domestie terminal have been
shut down, although they are
vet to be dismantled. Howev-
er, cars allegedly operated by
touts charging fliers exorbi
tant fares were still parked
llegally opposite the terminal
on Friday.

The nine workers, em-
ployed by Rakshak Securitas
Private Limited, were de-
ployed in the departure area
of the airpert. “Nine persons
were terminated from service
on May 12 for not doing their
job. Earlier, several notices
were served on them for neg-
ligence, but they continued to
vinlate rules,” an official of the
agency told Meiro on Friday.

Rakshak Securitas, which
got the housekeeping con-
tract around one-and-a-half
years ago, had about 250 con-
tractual housekeeping staff at
the girport. Most of them had
also workoed with the previous
AEETICY.

“We did not receive any
phone calls from political
leaders after the nine work-
ETS Were tE'!'ll']]nEIlE'!‘I, noOr was
there any demonstration by
other workers,” an airport of-
ficial zaid,

Sources said complaints
against the dismissed workers
included absence from duty
posts, misbehaviour with offi-
clals and passengers, and fail-
ure to wear uniforms

“The private agency for

housekeeping at the departure

level has taken disciplinary
action against some workers.
These workers had earlier
been served several notices,”
said Vikram Singh, director
of Calcutta airport. “We are
constantly trying to improve
the cleanliness of washrooms,
check-in portals and other
areas of the terminal build
ing.” he said,

According to Singh, deep
cleaning of washrooms and
check-in portals is now being
carried out periodically, The
process includes the use of
specialised chemicals to re-
move stains and fix ventilation
and other technical problems

Airport officials had ear-
lier reported facing major
difficulties in ensuring that
unionised cleaning staff em-
ployed through private agen-
vies carried out assigned du-
ties. The impact was visible
across the terminal building,
with passengers complaining
about dirty and foul-smelling
washrooms, stained floors and
overflowing garbage bins

‘Our alm s to maintain

KOLKATA

23 MAY 2026

Illegally parked cars in the area opposite the airport’s old terminal building on Friday

high standards of cleanliness,
as we fo at other airports and
facilities. But at Calcutta air-
port, because of resistance
from a section of the staff, it
was difficult. Now, with sup-
port from the authorities,
conditions have improved.” an
aofficial of Rakshak said

This newspaper has on sev-
eral occasions reported that
cleaners were nften missing
from washrooms even when
the facilities were dirty. Pre.
vious attempts by airport au-
thorities to take action against

wuorkers had triggered pro-

tests, with union leadors pres-
suring authorities to reinstate
them.

Although the new agency
took over housekeeping at the
airpart, it had to retain work-
ers engaged by earlier can-
fractors.

Liast year, an airport of-
ficial sent an emall to senior
authorities alleging that a su-
pervisor af the housekeeping
agency had left the terminal
several hours before the end
of her shift. A complaint email
from another alrport official

had zaid a deaning stafl mem-

ber had left duty much before
schedule.

In December, cleaners at
the departure level stopped
work for about 40 minutes
after one of them was told to
either wear his uniform or
go on leave, “He had said that
waorkers routinely did not
wearuniforms and that he was
belng singled out,” an airport
official spid.

A passenger travelling
from Calcutta to Delhi on
Thursday morning said the
washrooms in the boarding
area were significantly dean-

er, “There was no stench. The
floor was dry and there was
a cleanor present inside the
washroom,” he said.

Stalls, touts

The airport authorities are
also trying to clear encroach-
ments pear the old domestic
terminal Food stalls opposite
the terminal remained shut on
Friday, though the structures
had not yet been removed.

Airport authorities had
recently written to the NSCHI
Afrport police station secking
the removal of food stalls on
airport land, along with cars
parked illegally in front of the
old domestic building

Police asked those operat-
ing the stalls and vehicles to
vacate the area.

However, while the stalls
were closed on Friday, cars
allegedly operated by touts
charging exorbitant fares
from passengers were still
parked there.

“We will take up the issue
again with the police,” an air-

port official said
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FROM 1.6 CR TO 7.9 CR PASSENGERS IN 20 YEARS

AVERAGE DALY

AIRPORT CAPACITY
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DELHI AIRPORT’S TERMINAL 2
MAY BE ‘ABANDONED’ BY 2033

DIAL plans to build fifth pier at T3, to submit master plan to ministry in a few months, reports Saurabh Sinha

Mew Delhi: The countidown
has Mnally begun for the
lg#6era Terminal 2 of
Delhi Alrport, which is
likely to be “abandoned”
by 20@L The mammoth
T2 = sel to gel even big
per. The GMR-run Delhi
Infernaiic Lid
(DALY Is
T should get its fifth pier,
.1.|‘ ich will b

being han

¢ T2 will move o T3's
new Pier E. The timing of
the proposed PMer 1 and the
upcoming air train are the
key elements of the new
master plin being worked
out for 1GLA.

"We will submii the
master plan to the aviztlon
ministry in a few months
Dur primary focus |8 on
when Pler E should be

af Per O from domestic to
International, T3 has now
dered Airbus and Boeing three international piers
planes has been gerting de that can handle upo 2.4
loyed due to supply chain  CPA. Pier D, the only do
issues affecting the aviation  mestic pier a1 T3 for now,
industry on all Fonds, in ean handle %0 lakh passen

latter's al Induction
schedules. Dedivery of ap

cluding seats and eng gers annually There are
The ongolng aptlons o ulure use of
has comipounded the ur ihe "

tainty, as no one can say at - be ve ile in a dynamic
this time when oll prices  world,” sakd Raju
will cool down and demanid DIAL's new
for travel will resume 15 foenssing
“The i - plan will sttt ]ig'l
be aligned with airlines
v Due to the Waest
erisis, [t & taking a
le longer to finalise the
plan," he sabd. Getting the

built whether sometime  shapesup then," GBS Raju,
a00m oF o decads and chairman of GMR Ailr
b told TOL

eompleted in terms of ter

ple mover operational in 30
months. T2 can be used for
a maximum of six to seven

g the automated pea-  ports,

Ta det
of Pler E, which »
up closas 1

rmine the timing

timing right is key as T3
expansion  requires  8ig
nificant work on multiple
fromts apart from building

minnl and airside capacity
and connectivity, Whether
Plor E comes tp now ar in
the second II)-\'L'.:r CONCEs-

more years, amd then b will ||||, o T3, the asperator Is In mew pler These Include s
hive (o b ndoned. The h airlines to un widening the ramp leading '||1 ©on
future use of T2 site will be ‘hen they would to T2 and extending the to
decided In nexi few years ||1||l| kit lomal e forecourt 1o thi Jen the n i govE e
depending on how trafTic pacity depending on the “With the conversion mains (o be seen
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Traffic at IGIA unaffected by Iran
war; daily flyer numbers same as
pre-Feb 28: GMR Airports chairman

andling oom-
mercial Mights
shnoe 1962, Dial-

hi's Palam Alrport
has over the decades
come 0 long way to
beeome India’s busi:
est ond moke it o
world's top 10 hubs. It
has besn growing its
wings through devel:
opments 1ike getting
T2 inm 1986 that gove Il
the current name of
161 Alrport. Tn 2005
the hen UPA govi
decided 1o expand
and modernise the
axisting airports In Delhi
and Mumbai on PP model
by giving them to private
players for 30 years in 2008
and conditionally allowing
unother second J0-vear con
cessfon perimd. The GMR
Group this month com
pleted 20 years of its first
concesslon  perlel.  GMR
Afrports  chairman GBS
Raju spoke (o TO1 on the
way aheal. Excerpis.

‘What are your priorities now
for the Delhi airport?
®Delhl International Al
port Lid has created o ca
pacity for handling 105
CTOre PASSENEErs Per an
num between 1GLAs three
terminals, four runways
and infra to support the
same, Last fiscal vear (FY
26), we handled closs to
T pFe posseniers, So.
ther capacity is there Tor
the next flve to six yeurs
The alrshde capacity has
been optimised and we
are capshle of handling
1,700 alreraft movement
per day. This can increase
to 2400+ with technology
upgradation and training
of air traffic controllers
for which we are working
very closely with Airports
Authority of India

Kiran Kumar Grandhi
{Raju's brother) and Srini
vas  Bommidala (Roju's
brother in law) who headed
the alrport vertical before
me laid & very strong foun

dotion with their focus on
areas liks conmectivity, new
buistnesses and city side de-
welopment, Today, all throe
terminaks hove multimodal
city side ncoess. We ore
working closely with gow
on vartons  initiatives (o
further enhance cityside
connect|vity

The biggest focus now
5 on doing an autometesd
peaple mover, which will be
completed in3 months The
allgnment and  designing
are done, We are going to 18
st the bid shortly A call on
the timing of the new Pier £
at T3 will be taken in discns-
sion with airlines.

Wit hias beeni the impact of
the US-ran war on air traffic?
ﬂlntmluﬂeuﬂut

B There will be a shor
e bmpact. Bt b the
dium to lomg Eerm, we are
wvery bulllsh on the pros
pects af the Indian econ
omy 85 A whole and avis-
ton. Before the Wear Agia
erhais, the highest traffie in
o day was 2.5 Inkh passen
gers while the mernge was
2 lakh. Thot is what we
are doing todey also. Teal-
fie to the Middle East is
impacted. But the majority
of that was transfer waific
iy nature and nol origin-
destination, Some foreign
afrfines have added Dights

m o =W months.
oday, we are a
3.0 trillion economy
with cloge 1o %3000
e caphta  income.
Aviation is under
penetrated here
right now compared
o many other coun-
iries. In the long
lerm, the growth
here will be huge as
the GDP rises (o 35
trillion, 37 trillion
and so an. This West
Asia Issie In my
view, is a short term
one. Like how we
had the pain during Covid
anid then posi that wo be
eame the country that saw
the fastest rebound in nir
travel. Our airines are also
geiting stronger.

What impact do you see of

EThe Nokda airport will
have minimal impact on
ue, Asronaulical charges at
the Delhi airport are com-
petitive and lower visd.vis
the maril of the Nolda alr
port, Ghwen it connectiv-
iy, IGLA i the most cost
officiont and convenient
for all classes of travellers
to use. Delhi govt's decision
to reduce VAT to 7% makes
par position stronger. The
ratchiment areas of both
the sirports are differont,

Hieve that the entire
market within
the region will grow

Your plans for carge at IGIA?
B We are developing a cargo
ety In 1 crove square feci
noross two sites ot the mir-
port in the next 20 months.
Omie 50 [nkh square foet site
is at Shahbad Mohmmmad
pur that has direct alrside
nccess. We have signed up
with Fedex for the same, and
nre in advanced talks with
aifdines. who also wani di-
rer] alrside acoess for ennso
cirringe. The other 5-akh
square feet site is within the
irport premises
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Air India to trim
domestic flights
from Mumbai

® 280 weekly
departures to
be withdrawn

AKBAR MERCHAMT
Mumbai, May 23

AR INDIA WILL cut around
TR0 wee kly domestie de par-
tures from Mumbai between
June 1 and August 1, marking
the airfine's first major reduc
tion In domestic capacity,
close on the heels of recent
cuts In its international net-
work. The revised schedule
has not yet been officially
announced h}' the airline, An
email sent to Alr [ndia secking
l.'IJ:I!.l-H Tabhion an I.1 mmments
onthe planned reductions did
not receive a response till the
time of going to press,
Sources sald the Tata-
owned carmerwill reduce fre
guenckes across several major
metm and trunk routes fmom
Mumbal with Delhl witness-
|r|g1h|._- steepest cut of 1'.['.111'_!.'
50 weekly flights, though the
route will still retain close to
300weekly services.
Almedabad, ][:.rd-_-mhu!
and Kolkata will cach sce
arotind 21 fewer weekly
departures, while Bengalum,
which Is one of the country's
busiest business travel routes,
will alsowitness areduetion of
roughly 21 weeklyfligh ts, tak
Ing total frequencies to below

FLIGHT PLAN

|- DD,
Weskly flight cuts*
Mumba-Delhi: 50
Mumbai-Abmedabad: 21
Mumba-Hyderabad: 21

Mumbai-Kolkatx 71
Mumbai-Bengalune: 21

Temporary suspenaions®
Mumbai-Hagpur
Mumba-Varanasi
Mumba-Patna
Humba-Bhopal

70 perweek

In addition to frequency
reductions, Air India will tem
poraly suspend services from
Mumbaito Nng[mr_ Yamnasi,
Patna and Bhopal during the
two-month pr'r'rn.‘l

Sources sald the scale of

reductions  is r|1.1||rg'ir|.'|l.‘.:.,I
higherthan what was seen last
year, particularky from Mum-
Trai, which remains one of the
airlines lrr}'l.h.llnu—.'\.lil. 1.
The move comes amid ele

vated aviation turbine fuel
|ATF) prices, mounting opera
tional cost pressures and sea-
sonally weakertravel demand
duringthe monsoon months,

Continued on Page 2

Air India to trim
ops from Mumbai

HDOUSTRY EMECUTIVES SAID
fuel continues to account for
a significant share of aidine
opemting costs, while volatil
ity in global coude prices and
intense fare competition in
the domestic market are forc
Ing carriers to matonalise
capacity more aggressively

The domestic aits follow
Air India’s recent decsion to
withdeaw around 250 weekly
intermational services and
suspend slght overseas routes
until August. The airline had
then attelbuted the redue-
tions to hghfr fuel costs and
longer fying times caused by
rerouting arovind mstracted
alrspace. Despite the cuts, Adr
India had said it contimees (o
operate over 1,200 interna
thonal flights every month
across five continents,

Ax far as domestie ight
cuts go, sources indicated
that additional domestic

IL"IJ\.H..II.'IIJ !-EL'FIII U‘tll.'l. Adr
India hubs such as Belhi and
Bengaluru are likely in the
coming weeks, Some cuts are
also expected from Adr India
Express, the group’s low-coxt
arm, as the airline recali-
brates opemtions during the
lean travel season,

The trend = not limiked 8o
Air India. IndiGo has also
undertaken a broad reshuffle
of its domestic network in
recenl wesks, reduchng depar-
tures from  Benpgahlur,
“.:\.I'IJEIIJI.IJIJ. Chenfal  and
Kolkata while increasing
international  frequencles
from Mumbai, II].'dr':mha dand
Bengalune July to September
i lr.'n:lil:m:mll}' awraker quar
ter for India’s domestic avia
tion, with airline tdmming
capacity by around 10%.
However, this :.rl.-.1'r':. el -
tions are stecper than normal
ACTES MAjor Carmiers
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State’s Air India bldg takeover just a week away

FPJ Political Bureau
MUKEBA]
The state government’s

acquisition of the 23-storey Air
India building at Nariman
Point has reached its final
stage. The state finance
department has transferred
21,601 crore to the executive
engineer of the Mumbai city

division of the Public Works
Department (PWD), which
will conduct the transaction
with AIAHL (Air India Assets
Helding Lid), the company
established to manage Air
India’s non-core assets and lia-
bilities. The purchase process
Is expected to be completed
within about a week, said
executive engineer Vidvadhar

Pataskar

After receiving the funds,
the PWD prepared draft
documents required for the
agreement and sent them to
the law and judiciary depart-
ment for inal approval. Chief
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal has
made special efforts to ensure
that the building is transferred
to the state as soon as possible.

After the June 21, 2012 fire
at Mantralaya, several govern-
ment departments were relo-
cated and scattered across dif-
ferent locations away from the
main administrative head-
quarters. The state govern-
ment has been spending
more than 200 crore
annually on rent for these
offices. Once the state gets

possession of the Air India
building, 46,470 sq mt of space
will become available for gov-
ernment offices

The Air India building was
designed by architect John
Burgee of a New York-based
architectural firm. It was con-
structed in 1974 on land
owned by the state povern-
ment
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Airfare surge grounds travel plans

RETHINKING TRIPS Travellers Reassess As Aviation Fuel Cost Sends Fares Soaring

Vindhya.Pahalu
atimesofindla.com

Hengaluren: Travel plans of
many Bengalureans have hit
turbulence as airfares have
skyrocketed by up to30%, for
cing many peaple to rethink
their holiday plans or opt for
chenper, ser destinations
Instead. On April ), the Cent
re increased ATF (aviation
turbing fuel) prices for do-
miestic alrlines by 25% to Rs
1M, 52T per kilolitre,

According to rravel opera
tors, interest in domestic tra-
wel remains atrong, but hig
her airfares are impacting
demand. Destinations such
a8 Leh, Srinagar; Shimla,
Chandigarh, Assam, Gang-
tok, Andaman, and Lakshad
weep are seeing the highest
indquirkes, eclally hecauss
of the weither:

“Even domesiie airfares
tia % In Rajasthan, Guja.
rat, Kashmir, and Lidakh ha-
v Flsen by He 6.000-7.000 per
ticket. Ourassessment is that
travel interest has dropped
by at lenst 30%," Yignesh Ka-
math, founder and mansging
director, Trovel Bird Vaca
tions, Banashankari, said.

Manpy travellers are now
opting for nearby destina-
tions such as Goka wil
Doty for holidays. Rajesh Ja-
in, from ABF Travel Solu-
tions, Hasaveshwaranagar,
said: “Compared to last year,
holiday bookings hivve fallen
drastically Earlier, we used
to handle over 100 bookings
during May and June, but
now it reduced to harely
10:15 bookings. Most peaple
now prefer nearby destina-
tions such as Goa, Karnata:
ki Andbra Pradesh and Co-
are largely wavelling
“of bits o save cosla "

OVERALL
AIRFARE

Popular domestic destinations
“ Apell 2025 Apell 2026 | Yo
e (hvg) (Avg)  change
Srinagar / Leh 7,500 | TR 0
Shimla / Manali | *6200 [79500 [53% o
@ éﬂm; GA00 |TI0200 | 50% 0|
[Munnar /Doty | r5400 [ed100  [50% 0]

Popular domestic routes
i . 026 it o
g gl chs London / Parls | e72,000 | £1,05,000 |45% o
Deedhe - Murnibai 000 | eBA00 [40% 0| |Spdney PES000 | 7115000 |35% 0
| Bengaluru=Delhi | ¥5.800 | t8200 |41% ()| | Thalland/
Mumbai - Chieanai | t6,500 | 17,800 [42% 1] |Si el e e N
Sowrcn: Courtrn | Turkiye / Maly | TG5000 | e92,000 | 41% 0
Similarly Sudheer Pokar-  Expensive foreign trips Pokarna sajd: “Tick

mia, founder of Pragathi Tra
vels, whohas been in the busi-
ness for the past 12 years, sa
id: "Adrfares have increased
by more than 30" after the fu-
ol price surge. Enrlier, Bengn
lurn-Mumbai tickets used to
cosl Rs 3,300-3 200 on averige.
but now fares are between Rs
4,500 arpd Bah, 000 Bengalurn-
Delhi fures, which were aro-
il Ks 6,500 garl e have go-
e kip o Rs 8,008,400,

Travel agencies also gabd In
ternational fares have inere-
msed and airfares to popular
destinations such as Thai-
Innd, Singapores, and Sri Lan
ka have nearly doublod in so
me cases, leading to a drop in
bookings during the peak va
cation season. For example,
before thie Iran-118 war began,
Bangkok tickets cost around
Rs 30,000; sirfares have now
mearly dhotibled 1o Bs 56,000,

disstinations such as Sin
re have gone up by Rs 15,000-
20,000, whibe Sri Lanks round
tripfares, which earlier svers:
ged Ha 0,022 (00, have now
touched Hs 34,000, Bocauss of
this, many families are recon-
sidering thelr travel plins, as
packapge costs that earlier ca-
e boaround Bs A lakhare now

these  pro-
bieme, demand for short-haul

foreign destinations 15 not
dropping. “This siimimer. tra-
vellers nren’t cutting back on
trips they'te travelling
smarter Despite airfare hi-
kes driven by fuel costs, o we-
oker rupee. and limited infer
nalicnal capacity, demanid re-
mains strong. ¢ seeing a
sharp shift toward high-va-
e short-haul destinations,
with bookings tothe Philippi-
nes  tripling  aml  strong
growth seen across Thailand,
Malaysia, Bali, Vietnam, Co-
lamiba, Singapoce, amd Alma-
ty. Travellers nre also opting
Tar more Nexible booking op
tions, showing that while they
nre cautious, the appatite for
travel remains robist,” o Cle-
mrtrip spokesperson said.

Operators worried
Meanwhile, travel operators
appear to be worrisd. Nitan-
Jan § Rhargava, president of
the Travel Agents’ Assocha-
tion of India (TAAT), Karns-
taka ehaptor, snid: “Kssential
and business travel will con-
rinue, ot discretionary cor
porate and leisure travel has
been hitas people recalibrate
budgets.  While  travellers
who booked holidays months
in advanece were unalfected
initially, many are now recon-
sidering plans, with families
opting for closer and r'tml[n&lr
destinations like Kodsikanal
Imatend of expensive long-ois-
tance or international mrips.”
He added: “The biggest
concern is not profits but the
decline in overall business
sentiment. especially in the
corporate segment. We are al-
redy in dialogue with the D
reciorate Genersl of Civil Av-
istion and authorithes regar-
ding the challonges being fa-
veid by the travel agency
communityand the Industrg™
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Diversions give rise to 19-min
Mumbai-Navi Mumbai flights

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The commissio-
ning of Navi Mumbai airport
last Dec is beginning to resha-
pe diversion patterns in the
Mumbai airspace, allowing
flights from Mumbaiand Navi
Mumbai to divert to each
other instead of heading to
distant alternate airports in
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Goa. This week, two flights di-
vertedin thispattern andthen
flew between the two airports
of the Mumbai metropolitan
region, operating one of Indi-
a's shortest flights of 19 minu-
tes’ duration.

The same short diversions
have started between Pune
and Navi Mumbai as well.

On May 21, a Star Air flight
from Solapur to Mumbai was
diverted to Navi Mumbai aro-
und 4 pm due to operational
reasons. Two hours later; the
aircraft operated from Navi
Mumbai to Mumbai, with the
flying time reported to be abo-
ut 19 minutes. A similar situa-
tion arose on Friday involving
an IndiGo aircraft operating
from Madurai to Navi Mum-

UICK
™ OPS

" NMIA
o

May 21 | Star Air flight from
Solapur to Mumbai was
diverted to Navi Mumbai. The
flight then flew to Mumbai
from NMIA in 19 minutes
May 22 | IndiGo aircraft from
Madurai to Navi Mumbai was
diverted to Mumbai. It later
flew to NMIA from Mumbai

bai. It was to land at Navi
Mumbai at 6 pm, but it diver-
ted to Mumbai. Theaircraftla-
ter operated from Mumbai to
Navi Mumbai. On Friday, a
Kishangarh to Pune Star Air
flight was diverted to Navi
Mumbai. Three hours later; at
720 pm, the flight took off
from Navi Mumbai and lan-
ded in Pune in 24 minutes. Na-
vi Mumbai airport is not as
congested as Mumbai airport,
and so it is turning into the
preferred airport to divert to.
These diversions have unwit-
tingly created one of the shor-

test commercial flight sectors
operated in India, and the di-
version between the two air-
ports of Goa too makes for a
short journey from the diver-
ted airport to the original des-
tination. Before Navi Mumbai
airport became operational,
flights unable to land in Mum-
baiduetocongestion, weather
or operational disruptions
were tvpically diverted to air-
ports such as Ahmedabad,
Rajkot, Hvderabad or Goa, of-
ten resulting in long delays,
additional fuel burn and in-
convenience for passengers.

Aviation experts, however,
pointed out that airports loca-
ted so close to each other are
generally not preferred as pri-
mary alternates in flight plan-
ning because adverse weather
affecting Mumbai could also
impact Navi Mumbai at the
same time.

Despite that limitation,
the presence of a second air-
port within the Mumbai met-
ropolitanregion gives airlines
an additional nearby diver-
sion option during certain
operational situations, redu-
cing disruption significantly
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