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Delhi HC reserves
verdict on Celebi's
pleas against
revocaton of
security clearance

-
Press Trust of bndia
Biawe Dl

The Delhi High Court o Fri-
ey ruserved its verdict on
Eﬂ:il.irimu by Turkey-hased

clebi against the revoc-
tion af s security dearance.

Justice Sachin Datta heard
submissions by the lovyers
appeuring for petitioners —
Celehi Abrport Services India
Pt Lid and EJ'JEH Dielhi
Cango  Termid Manage-
n:rlﬁ India Pyt Ltd — as well
as the Centre.

The judge asked the
parties to file their written
submigsionsg in the matter by
Moy,

SECURITY CLEARANCE

The Buresu of Ciil Aviation
Saffery (BCAS) an May 15 re-
voked the security clearance,
doys after Twrkey backed
Pakisran and condemsed In-
dia's strikes on térror camps
in the neighbouring country.

Senior counse| Muhdl.gﬁlf-
batgi, representing Celebi,
In? contended :Er]':at the
Centre’s move was against
the principles of ratural
justice and inviolation of the
procedure under the Areraft
Se-a.lriI:fRuJu:.

Salicitar General Tushar
Mehta, on the other hand,
defended the action, statin
that there was an "unprece
ented” threst w sviation
sourity.

Celebi, operating in the
Inudian m'ia?:m :E:lm for
ower 15 yeurs and emploving
over 10,000 peu|_:||c. was ol-
fiering servicesat 9 asrpoets.
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B GMRLogsI253-crore
Loss in March quarter

NEW DELHI GMR Airports
saw its consolidated loss
widentoz253croreinthe
three months ended March
2025 even astotal income rose during
the same period. The company had a
lossof Z168 crore inthe year-ago
period. The figures are after tax for
continving operations. Accordingtoa
filingon Friday, GMR Airports' total
income climbedto%2,977 croreinthe
fourth quarter of 2024-25 financial
year fromz2,570 croreinthe year-ago
period.
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Two acres of defence land near IGIA freed
of encroachment, second drive in fortnight

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 23

MNEARLY TWOacres of land near
Temminal 1 Dol the ndira Gandhi
International Airport (BGLA) was
cleared of encroachments on
Friday inan operation bed by the
Defence Estares Office, said offi
cuals, This was the second such
large-scale drive inthe anea in
i weeks

Last week, a similar action
was carmed out o remove (e
gal parking and unauthornised

occupations from one acre of
defence Land in Mehram Magar
i Dielhi Cantonment

On Friday, the land that was
Wlegally occupred loryears was
Feed of encroachment, said of-
fcials, alding that the initiative
aims tofree primedefence land
from unlawiil sccupation and
utilise it in the national inferest.

Varun Kalia, Defence
Estates Officer, Delhi Circle,
stated, "Safeguarding defence
lard is not just about presery-
nga territory but about wp-
holding national security.

Encroachments on Defence
land are silent threats to na-
tional security, and strict ac
tion will continue against all
encroachers. The reclaimed
land will be wsed in the na-
tional inte st

The action was carmied out
with the support of the Delhi
Cantonment Board, the local
military authorties and the
Deelhi Palice.

During Friday’ soperation, of -
ficials from the Defence Estates
Office, Delhi Girc le, also removerd
longstanding  unauthor sed

parking zones and impounded a
significant rumber of vehicles

The operation akso imolved
the rernoval of numerous small
and Larpe dums as well asillegal
animal shelters that had been
cccupying the Land

The current estimated value
ofthisdefence land isclose o Rs
100 crore,

The government intends o
use the freed land lor defence
and military purposes, as there
is a constant demand for land
from the government and de-
fenoe Organ Smons
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HC reserves order on Celebi’s
security clearance withdrawal

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Delhi high court
reserved judgment Friday
on a petition by Celebi Air-
port Services Private Ltd
against a decision by the
Centre's Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BACS) to
withdraw the Turkiye com-
pany's security authorisa-
tion for ground handling op-
erations at airports over na-
tional security concerns.

A single-judge bench of
Justice Sachin Datta reserved
the judgment after listening
to senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi, representing Celebi,
and solicitor-general Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the cen-
tral govt. The court requested
all parties to submit written
statements by Monday. The
cancellation of Celebi’s secu-

rity clearance came in the af-
termath of Operation Sin-
door and Pakistan’s retalia-
tion that included use of
Turkish weapons.

Rohatgi argued that prin-
ciples of natural justice were
breached, as Celebi received
neither prior notice nor infor-
mation about govt’s intended
actions. The decision violated
Rule 12 of the Aircrafts Secu-
rity Rules, 2023, rendering it
invalid. The rule stipulates
that govt must provide an en-
tity an opportunity to present
its case before suspending
security clearance. Any
suspension requires docu-
mented justification and can-
not exceed one yvear. Cancella-
tion is permitted only on rea-
sonable grounds of national
security; civil aviation securi-
ty or over non-compliance

with security conditions.
Rohatgi contended that
Centre was not endowed with
plenary powers, as it claimed
to, and it was not open for govt
to say it could be in breach of
its own rules of granting an
opportunity of hearing while
revoking security clearance.
Celebi urged the HC not to
examine materials provided
to it in a sealed cover until the
firm was given a gist of the al-
legations it faced. Emphasis-
ing the firm ought to have
been put on notice before
govt's action, Rohatgi said:
“Notice has to say the pro-
posed punishment based on
the gravamen of thefaets...In
a given case vou can redact
some information...someth-
ing I should know, or should I
argue from newspapers?...
Givemea gistof allegations.”
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‘IGIA operating
on clean energy
since June 2022

New Delhi: Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL) has
released its Sustainability
Report 2024, showcasing
key environmental
achievements. The report
highlights that the Delhi
airport has been
operating on 100%
renewable electricity
since June 2022, Over the
past four years, it
achieved a 52% absolute
reduction in CO:
emissions and a 36% drop
in C0:» emissions per
passenger. “The report
outlines DIAL's
transformative journey in
embedding sustainability
into the heart of its
operations, making Indira
Gandhi International
Airport not just India's
busiest airport but also
its greenest,” said DIAL in
a statement. The operator
stated that infrastructure
projects like the eastern
cross taxiway and the
deployment of taxibots
and 22 new
bridge-mounted
equipment had cut
aircraft taxiing time, fuel
usage and greenhouse
gas emissions. T
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Lahore ATC refused
IndiGo pilot request
to enter airspace

Times News NeTwoRk

New Delhi: The pilot of Indi-
Go’s Delhi-Srinagar flight on
Wednesday requested per-
mission from Lahore ATC to
brieflv enter Pakistan air-
space toescape turbulenceaf-
ter being caught in a sudden
hailstorm. Sources said La-
hore ATC denied the request,
prompting the Airbus A321
pilot todeclare an emergency
with Srinagar ATC.

The flight, carrying over
220 passengers, including
Trinamool MPs, landed safe-
lv in Srinagar, but not with-
out damage — the aircraft’s
radome, or nose cone, was left
badly battered by the storm.

A senior official from Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)  said,
“We've asked IndiGo for a de-
tailed report and a probe is
underway. The aircraft (VT-
IMD) remains grounded in
Srinagar. The pilots are be-
ingpraised for their presence
of mind and professionalism
in ensuring evervone's safe-
tw”

IndiGo, in an official
statement, said: “Flight 6E

2 =

The flight, carrying over 220
passengers, landed in Srinagar, but
not without damage — the air-
craft's radome, or nose cong, was
left badly battered by the storm

2142 from Delhi to Srinagar
on May 21 encountered a sud-
den hailstorm and landed
safely at Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport. All passen-
gers were well attended to up-
on landing and no injuries
werereported. The aircraft is
undergoing inspection and
maintenance, and will re-
sume service once it receives
the necessary clearances.”
Although Pak airspace is
shutfor Indian carriers, avia-
tion experts argue that emer-
gency requests like the one
made by the IndiGo pilot
should not be refused in the
interest of passenger safetv.
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DGCA: Shut plane windows during
take-off, landing at def airports

‘To Prevent Unintentional Sharing of Security-Related Info’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: India's aviation
regulator DGCA has directed
commercial airlines and char-
ter and private jet operators to
ensure aireraft window sha-
des, barring those for emer-
gency exit-row seats, are clo-
sed during take-off and lan-
ding at defence airports, “par-
ticularly those near the
western border”.

The new rule is meant to
“enhance operational safety
and prevent unintentional
sharing of security-related in-
formation by general public/
crew”. Failure to comply will
invitelegal action, DGCA said.,

Pakistani drone and missi-
le attacks in the aftermath of
Operation Sindoor led to 32
airports in north, central and
western India— including de-

fence airbases with civil encla-

ves in Srinagar, Jammu, Leh,
Amritsar, Chandigarh, Gwa-
lior and Hindon - being shut
for a few days. While opera-
tions have resumed, security
concerns remain.

“These instructions shall
apply post opening of Indian
airspace for commercial ope-
rations to all scheduled, sche-

e — 1Y ol

duled commuter, and non-
scheduled aircraft operating
from defence airfields. All pas-
senger window shades, where
applicable, shall remain clo-
sed until the aireraft is airbor-
ne and has crossed an altitude
of 10,000 feet during departure,
or during arrival, after it de-
scends below 10,000 feet and re-

aches the parking bay at the ci-

vil terminal.” the order states.

In normal circumstances,
safety protocol mandates that
all window shades remain
open during take-off and lan-
ding. This is to ensure pas-
sengers and crew can quickly
assess external conditions,
such as fires or debris, and
identify exits in case of an
emergency evacuation.

DGCA order for civilian

'

Failure to comply with the new rule will invite legal action, DGCA says

operations at defence airfields
also bars photography. “Aerial
or ground photography and vi-
deography are strictly prohi-
bited at all times during a pas-
senger's ftravel, including
whenheorsheis inside the ter-
minal, in vehicles en route to
or from the aircraft, outside
the aircraft, during landing, at
the airport, during pushback,
taxiing, take-off, and while the
aircraft is flying below 10,000
feet,” it states. “Mandatory
pre-{light announcements
must be made by the flight/ca-
bin crew prior to take-off, befo-
re cabin securement, and befo-
re landing, instructing pas-
sengers to lower window sha-
des and refrain from
photography/videography at
all times below 10,000 Teet.”

Centre defends
Celebi airport
security ban citing
national security

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Union govt
opposed on Thursday Celebi
Ajrport Services Pvt Litd's
plea, telling the Delhi high co-
urt that revoking its security
clearance was not an example
of govt"carte blanche”.

“This is not a carte blanche
or a Brahmastra that everyi-
hing stops. Judicial review is
available to the petitioner. And
if your lordships come toa con-
clusionthatitisamerecavalier
manner in which we got rid of
the petitioner (sic), then vour
lordships can definitely inter-
fere,” SG Tushar Mehta said
before the single judge bench
of Justice Sachin Datta. The
hearing for rejoinder argu-
ments will continue on Friday.

He said that during unpre-
cedented security threats, govt
cannot provide hearing oppor-
tunities or explain reasons for
securitytlearahce revocation,
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Global OEMs source $2 b
BErospace parts, services
—

hew Delhl: Global criginal
equipment manufacturers
(DEMS) are sourcing
AeroEpace CoMponents and
sarvices worth over $2 billion
annually, a senior government
official said. Highlighting the
opportunities in the aviation
and aerospace areas, Civil
Awiation Secretary Samir
Kumar Sinha said the country &
becoming a destination for
maintenance, repalr and
owerhaul activities that will help
with lower costs for airlines,
generate more jobs and
enhance sarvice capabidlities. en
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Not allowed into Pak airspace, IndiGo
flight navigates storm; DGCA to probe

—
Ouir Bureau
New Delhi

The DGCA has started an in-
vestigation into the incident
imvolving an IndiGo A321
MNeo arcraft  that  en-
courtered severe turbulence
and a hailstorm while cruis-
ing at 36,000 feet near Path-
ankot on May 21.

As per the crew statement
made to the competent au-
thority, efforts were made to
manoeuvre away from the in-
clement weather system by
requcst Tmission from
I:hg Ind':an.ffi‘; Foree's north-
ern control (TAF} to divert
towards the international
border. This request was
denied by the IAF. Sub-
scqucntg;, the crew reached
put to the Lahore ATC to
enter its airspace to svoid the
weather, but this request was
denied as well

Consequently, the crew,
the DGCA said, attempted to
return to Delhi; however, the
6E-2142 flight had neared
the thunderstorm cloud.

The Delhi-Srinagar IndiGo
BE-2142 flightes

“They decided to navigate
through the weather. Sub-
sequently, they encountered
a hailstorm and severe tur-
bulence. They chose to con-
tinue at the same heading to
exit the weather by the
shortest route towards Srin-
agar,” the DGCA said.

RISKY WIDMGMENT
Experts told businessline that
thie decision to push th
the cloud wnu.'hrb-: akey ele-
ment of the investigation.
“At the time of departure,
the crew were made aware of
bad weather in Srinagar, in-
cluding  satellite  pictures,

severe iring and hail, and a
NOTAM from Pakistan clos-
ing itsairspace for Indian air-
craft. Yet, why didn't they di-
vort  to Amrtsar or
Chandigarh and wait for the
weather to improve and then
atternpt a landing in Srin-
Bgart™ oviation expert Mark
Martin told businessline.

“Srinagar is an aggressive
terrain - and with  bad
weather, flying into a thun-
derstorm was the riskiest
gamble to take with 180 lives
on board. There will be a full-
blown DGCA imvestigation
into this; the action by the
crew was reckless. Twon't be
surprised if the crew's li-
cences are suspended.”

However a senior airfine
pilot said: “The pilots may
have got into a bad sitnation
because of poor judgment
but they got out of it because
of the right skalls™

“They displaved correct
ftyving technique and crew re-
source management shalls
while negotiating the storm,
and that needs to be ap-
planded too,” he added.
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IndiGo flight denied entry into Pak
airspace amid hailstorm: DGCA

PHOTE BT1

DEEPAK PATEL
hew Dedhi, 25 May

The turbulence-hit Delhi-Srinagar IndiGo
tlight. which made an emergency landing with
2 damaged nose on May 21, was denied per-
mission to divert into Pakistani airspace to
evade thunderstorms, the Directorote General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said on Friday,

Thi dendal from Lahore Air Traffic Contral
{ATC) on Wednesday came amid a broader air-
space restriction imposed by Pakistan on
Indian carrers. Islamabad had closed its air-
space to Indian civil ights two days after the
April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam, in which 26
poeople, mostly Hindus, bost their lives.

“As per crew statement, they requested
Northem control (TAF) for deviation towards
left (Intermational Border)due toweather onthe
rotite, however it was not approved. Later crow
contacted Labhore to enter into their airspace to
avoid the weather but the same was refused
too,” the DGCA mentioned.

The IAF typically manages acoess to con-
trofled airspace in northern regions for cvilian
aircraft under certain conditions. In this case,
thie crew's request to deviate left, towards the
international border to escape inclement
weather, was not approved by the IAF's North-
ern controdunit. With limited options, the pilots
then reached out to Lahore ATC to briefly enter
Pakistani airspace, but that request was also
denied.

Sanjiv Kapoor, former chief strategy and
commercial oficer of Vistara Afrline, explained
on X, “MNote that shsent 8 MAYDAY or Emere-

L g

The denial from Lahore ATC on Wednesday
came amid a broaderairspace restriction
imposed by Pakistan on Indian carriers

ency call at the time of making requests to fly
over closed airspace, thisDHGCA statement indi-
cates even the IAF refused alternate routing
clearance closer to the border that was
requested. The pilots did a phenomenal job
given the constraints.”™

“Route change requests were denied twice:
once each by IAF and Pakistan. There are
MNOTAMSs (notice to airmen) restricting where
one can fly. To overrule NOTAMs, an emerng-
ency must be declared. It appears it was not
declared until later to Srinagar ATC. Filots did
the best they could under the circumstances,”
said Kapoor, whohas alsoworked as chief oper-

Pak extends closure of
airspace for Indian flights

Pakistan on Friday extended closureof its air-
space for Indian Hight= until June 24, accord-
ing to & new NOTAM (notice to Airmen) issoed
by the Pokiston Afrports Aathority (PAAL The
extension follows the International Civil Avi-
ation Orpanisation rules that restrict such clo-
sure foramonth at atime. “The ban on Indizn
gircraft fying over Paldstan aimpace has been
extended until 4:59 am June 24, 20257 the Pak-
istan Airports Authority said in a statement
here. All aircraft that are Indian-registered,
operated, owned., or leased will remain subject
totheban, the PAA statement said. I

ating officer of Spicedet.

Unable to alter course or turn back due to
prosdmity to thie thunderstorm, the pilots wene
left with no option but to lythrough the adverse
weather, the DOCA's statement on Friday noted.
The aircraft then encountered severe turbua-
lence and hailstorm activity, leading to multiple
system alerts. These included wamings for
“Angle of Attack fault,” “Alternate Law protec-
tion lost,” and “Backupspeed scale unrelinbie”.

The crew manually Hewthe aircraft throueh
the storm. After executing all necessary emerg-
ency procedures, they declared a "PAN PANT
situation to Srinagar ATC and were provided
radarvectors for approach. The aircraft landed
safiely in Srinagar with the auto throst system
operating normally, Mo passengers injured.
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Pak rejected IndiGo’s request to
use airspace to avoid turbulence

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI, PTI: An
IndiGo pilot operating the Del-
hi-Srinagar flight, which en-
countered a sudden hailstorm
on Wednesday, initially sought
Lahore Air Traffic Control’s
permission to briefly use the
Pakistan airspace to avoid the
turbulence, but the request
wasrejected, sources said.
Theincident of flight 6E 2142
encountering severe turbulence
isbeing probed by the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation.
The flight, carrying more
than 220 people, including Tri-
namool Congress MPs encoun-
tered a sudden hailstorm, and
the pilot reported the “emer-
gency” to air traffic control at
Srinagar airport. The flight
landed safely on Wednesday.

When the aircraft was over-
flying Amritsar, the pilot no-
ticed turbulence and sought
Lahore Air Traffic Control’s
(ATC) permission to take a de-
viation through the Pakistan
airspace on Wednesday. The
request was made in order to
avoid the turbulence, butitwas
rejected by the Lahore ATC,
the sources said.

Asaresult, theaircraft oper-
ated ontheoriginal flight path,
where it encountered severe
turbulence, they added.

In the wake of tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan fol-
lowing the Pahalgam terror
attack, Pakistan’s airspace is
closed for Indian carriers. In-
dia hasalsoshutitsairspace for
Pakistani airlines.
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IAF, Pak Rejected IndiGo Flight's Request to Cross Border

rinagar-bound

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) Friday said the
crew of an IndiGo flight from Delhito
Srinagar earlier this week had sought
permission to cross the international
border due to extreme turbulence caused
by bad weather. The request was, howe-
ver, rejected by both the Indian Air Force
and Lahore air traffic control.

The pilots hadn't declared emergency
when they sought the permission, the
DGCA clarified. The pilots were
subsequently forced to navigate
through dense clouds, and weat-
her hail and lightning duringthe
flight. When it finally landed in
Srinagar, the Airbus jetliner was
found to have suffered damage to
its nose though there were no injuries to
passengers and crew.

“As per crew statement, they requested
Northern control (LAF) for deviation

towards left (international border)due to

weather on the route, however it wasnot
approved. Later, the crew contacted

Lahore to enter into their airspace to
avoid the weather but the same was refu-
sed too,” DGCA said.

“Crew initially attempted to return back
but as they were close to the thunders-
torm cloud, they decided to penetrate the
weather. Subsequently, they encountered
hailstorm and severe turbulence. Crew
choseto continue at same heading toexit
the weather by the shortest route towards
Srinagar,” it said.

The matter is currently being probed,
according to DGCA.

Pakistan shut itsairspaceto
Indian earrierslate April after

CloseCall .o~

New Delhiannounced several measures
including suspension of the 1960 Indus

‘ater Treaty in the aftermath of the
Pahalgam terror attacks. On Friday,
Pakistan extended the closure till June
25. India has also shut its airspace to
Pakistaniairlines,

People in the know said Indian Air Foree
airtraffic control officers alerted pilots
of the IndiGoaireraft of the presenceof a
ban onoverflights over Pakistan when
the cockpit crew asked to divert West to
avoid the storm. Subsequently, the LAF
flight controllers helped provide the
pilots with the frequency of Lahore air

IAF denied mission to enter Pakistani airspace
IndiGo request to
enter airspace near Crew Initially
int'l barder | s o= dttempted to return
— £ but was too close to
1AF assisted the crew the thunderstorm
by providing Lahore
ATC's frequency  Pilots took full manual control

ircraft had to fly through dense clouds, suffering severe turbulence and damage to its nose

traffic control, which however denied
permission to overfly Pakistan,
Inside the storm, the aircraft faced
dangerous updrafts and downdrafis
movements of air, leading to a series of
critical system failures. The regulator
said the aircraft’s autopilot was dis-
connected, there were warnings for
unreliable speed, stall conditions, and
system protection losses were trigeered.
The crew was forced to assume full
manual control under rapidly Muectuating
airspeed indications and extreme stress,
After completing all check list actions,

the crew declared emergency to the Srina-

gar air traffic control and requested
guiding the aircraft using radar by giving
specific directions for a safe landing.

“There was no injury to any of the pas-
sengerson-board the flight. Post flight,
walks around revealed damage to the
nose of the aireraft,” DGCA saidina
statement.

IndiGo confirmed in a statement that
the concerned aircraft is currently
undergoing mandatory inspections and
maintenance before being cleared for
resuming flights.

Centre Consults
Airline, Agencies
on Turkish Leases

New Delhi The civil aviation
ministry is taking inputs from
IndiGo and security agencies
ontheairline's use of planes
leased from Turkish Airlines and then
will decide on the way forward, civil
aviation minister K Rammohan Naidu
saidon Friday.

OnMay 15, aviation security watchdog
BCAS revoked the security clearance for
Turkish company Celebi Airport Services
Indiain the "interest of national securi-
ty", days after Turkey backed Pakistan
and condemned India's strikes on terror
campsin the neighbouring country,

“Presently, we are taking inputs from
IndiGo and also security agencies... we
will like to see (then) on how to proceed,”
Maidu said on Friday. =PTI

—
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IndiGo flight
denied entry
into Pak space

Delhi to Srinagar IndiGo

light that encountered a
severe hailstorm mid-air had
requested permission to
briefly enter Pakistani air-
space to avoid turbulence,
but the request was turned
down by Lahore Air Traffic
Control, PT1 reported on
Thursday, citing sources.

A TMC delegation com-
prising  Derek  O'Brien,
Nadimul Hagque, Sagarika
Ghose, Manas Bhunia, and
Mamata Thakur was on the
flight It was a near-death
experience. [ thought my life
was over. People were
screaming, praying and pan-
icking,” Ghose said.
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Airfares to KashmirCrash Amid
Decline in Tourist Demand

Mukeet Akmali
Srinagar, May 22

In a surprising turn of events, the
cost of air travel to Kashmir, once
deemed unaffordable for many, has
witnessed a dramatic fall over the
last few weeks. Currently, a one-way
air ticket from Delhi to Srinagar 1s
bemg sold for as low as 3,800to 4,500,
while a flight from Mumbai to Sri
nagar, which earlier touched a stag
gering 28,000, is now available for
under 5,000,

This sharp decline in airfares fol
lows the April 22 terrarist attack in
Pahalgam, which claimed the lives
of security personnel and led to a
perceptible drop in the mumber of
tourists visiting the Valley.

Before the attack, airline fares
to Kashmir were at their seasonal
peak. Travel from Delhi to Srinagar
routinely costs over 15000—some-
times even more, depending on the
time of booking and availability, The
sudden fall in prices has now drawn
attention tothe erratic nature of air-
fare fluctuations linked to Kashmir's
tourist economy.

"This is the lowest I've seen in
yvears during the spring season,
which is usually the peak travel
time," said Rameez Ahmad, a Sri
nagar-based travel operator. "The
demand has taken a serious hit
after the Pahalgam incident. Hotels
are reporting cancellations,
and packages are being
deferred or dropped alto
gether.”

Tourism stakeholders
across Kashmir have raised con-
cemns about the vulnerability of
the Valley's tourism sector to both
security-related incidents and pric-
ing irregularities,

Tarig Ahmad, ahotelier, expressed
frustration over the lack of stabil-
ity in airfares. "When tourists were
pouring in, airlines charged 15,000 or

Drop in Airfare Prices:
Ticket prices to Kashmir have
fallento Rs 3.800-Rs4 500
(Delhi-Srinagar) and under
Rs 5,000 (Mumbai-Srinagar)
due to low demand.

Reason for Decline: The
April 22 Pahalgam terrorist
attack caused reduced
tourist inflow.

Earlier High Prices: Ticket
prices earlier commanly
exceeded Rs 15,000 (Delhi-
Srinagar).

Tourism Impact: Hotel
cancellations and lower
summer bookings have hit
the tourism industry hard.

Stakeholder Concerns:
Erratic ticket prices damage
Kashmir'simage and deter
travellers.

more for a
single ticket. Now, when there
are hardly any tourists, fares have
fallen to a third. Why can't airfares
be kept reascnable when demand is
high too?"

Ahmad added that such fluctua-
tions not only harm the image of

I;-'.Jllllllllllll lll_ri_llllllll

Demand for Regulation:
Calls for price caps

aimto make airfare

maore predictable and
affordable.

Government Stance:
The Ministry of Civil
Aviation maintains a
dereqgulated pricing model
based onsupply and
demand.

Tourism's Fragility:
Security issues and price
fluctuations continue

to disrupt the tourist
eCconomy,

MNeed for Predictability:
Experts urge for stability
sajin security and pricing
to support Kashmir's
tourism.

Kashmir as a
tour: istdriendly destination but
also shake the confidence of domes
tic travellers. "People hesitate to
plan trips here because they can't
predict the costs. There's no pricing
regulation.”

The situation has renewed
demands for government interven:

tion in regulating airfare, especially

during the tourist season or when

the Jommu-Srinagar highway—the

Valley's primary land route—is

blocked due to landslides or snowfall,

"Kashmir's air connectivity is
crucial—not just for tourists, but
for patients, students, traders, and
government officials. During win-
ters or medical emergencies, many
families are forced to spend exorbi-
tant amounts just to travel to Delhi
or Jammu. It's nnjust.

Several civil society members and
travel associations have previously
appealed to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation to introduce a **price cap
or fare slab** for air travel to Kash-
mir. However, the ministry has
repeatedly stated that lndia follows
a deregulated aviation market where
airlines set fares based on demand
and supply dynamics.

Despite that, the recent develop-
ments have prompted fresh calls for
region-specific policies.

According to travel agencies and
hoteliers, the fallout of the Pahal-

gam attack has been
immediate and damag-
ing. Several group tours
have been cancelled, and
advance hookings for the
upcoming summer Season
are significantly lower com-
pared to previous years,

For now, the Valley finds
itself at the crossroads—
where affordable airfare

comes as a bittersweet
relief. The empty hotel rooms
and quiet streets of tourist spots like

Gulmarg, Pahalgam, and Sonamarg

are a reminder that security inci

dents and pricing policies can make
or break an entire season.

"We've always said it—Kashmir
needs not just peace, but predict-
ability. Until then, tourism here will
remain fragile,” Rameez Ahmad con-
cluded.
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Hailstorm-hit IndiGo flight denied
permission to use Pakistani airspace

Jagriti Chandra
Dinakar Meri
MNEW DELHI

When an IndiGo flight
from Delhi o Srinagar was
caught in a hailstorm car
lier this week, air traffic
controllers in Pakistan de-
nied its pilots permission
tey escape the bad weather
b using  Makistani  alr
space. A request for per-
mission o divert the air-
craft towards the
imternational border was
also "ot approved” by the
Indian Air Force, the Direc-
tor General of Civil Avia-
tion (DMGCA) said on Friday.

Pakistan’s notice two alr
men, closing s airspace

The aircraft’s nose cone was damaged in the turbulencs, leading to
its grounding for inspection and maimtenance, 1

for all Indian-owned and
operated aircraft, remains
in effect tll midnight on
May 23,

IAF sources later said
that the Northern Area

Control  Centre  (NACC),
managed by the IAF, is not
authorised (o permit In-
dian aircraft to enter inter-
national airspace as this
autharity rests with Delli

Alr Trathic Control,

In a statemeni, the
DGOA said IndiGo flight 6F
2142 entered a hailstorm
and severe turbulence
near Pathankat on Wed
nesday evening, It cited the
crew  statement,  which
said they had requested
the NACC for permission to
deviate left from their ap
proved roote, towards the
international border. Ho-
wever, [ was not ap-
proved. “Later. crew cofi-
tacted Lahore to enter into
thedr alfspace to avold the
weather but the same was
refused too,” it said.

CONTINUED ON
u PAGES

Flight was denied nod
to use Pak. airspace

Though passengers and crew did not suffer inju-
ries, the aircraft’s nose cone was damaged, lead-
ing to its grounding for inspection and
maintenance.

“Crew initially attempted to return but as they
were close to the thunder storm cloud, they decid-
ed to penetrate the weather, Subsequently, they
encountered hailstorm and severe turbulence.
Crew chose to continue at same heading to exit
the weather by the shortest route towards Srina-
gar,” the DGCA statement said.

The 222 passengers onboard included five Tri-
namool Congress MPs who were flying to meet pe-
ople affected by the recent cross-border shelling
near the Line of Control.

IAF support

The NACC directs all air traffic ahead of Udham-
pur, but has no authority to give clearance to air-
craft seeking to enter international territory, for
which the authority lies with the Delhi area.

The aircraft was immediately assisted in co-or-
dinating their route diversion by contacting Delhi
Area and passing requisite contact frequencies of
Lahore control for an overflight weather diversion
request, IAF sources said.

Once Lahore refused overflight clearance, and
the aircraft proceeded towards Srinagar, the flight
was subsequently professionally assisted by giving
control vectors and ground speed readouts, till it
made a safe landing at Srinagar airfield, IAF sourc-
es added.
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India extends
ban for Pak.
airlines till
June 23

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India on Friday extended
the closure of its airspace
for flights operated by Pa-
kistan airlines by another
month till June 23, accord-
ing to sources.

The ban imposed on
April 30, as part of various
measures taken by the go-
vernment against Pakistan
in the wake of the Pahal-
gam terror attack that
killed 26 people, was set to
expire on Saturday.

The Indian airspace will
not be available for aircraft
registered in Pakistan as
well as for planes operat-
ed, owned, or leased by Pa-
kistan airlines and opera-
tors till June 23, 2025,
according to the fresh NO-
TAM (Notice to Air Mis-
sions) issued on Friday.

As per the NOTAM, the

ban will also be applicable
to Pakistan’s military
aircraft.

Pakistan has also ex-
tended the ban on its air-
space for Indian flights by a
month till June 24. On April
24, Pakistan had banned
its airspace for India, after
the Indian government
suspended the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty with Pakistan.
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DGCA grounds IndiGo pilots of
turbulent Delhi-Srinagar flight

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s aviation regu-
lator grounded two pilots who
operated an IndiGo flight from
Delhi to Srinagar on Wednesday
evening after it flew through
severe hailstorm, officials said on

Friday as new details emerged of

their interaction with traffic con-
trollers in Lahore and Srinagar
amid what was a narrow escape
for the 227 people on board.

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) revealed in a
statement that the Airbus A321
Neo at one point plummeted at
8,500 feet per minute—more than
four times the normal descent
rate—as multiple flight control
systems failed while trapped
inside the storm, with pilots
receiving simultaneous warnings
of both stall (a condition in which
an aircraft begins to lose altitude)
and overspeed conditions as they
fought to regain control.

Details also emerged of how the
pilots initiated contact with air
traffic control in Pakistan after
Indian controllers, bound by recip-
rocal airspace restrictions follow-
ing recent military tensions,
advised against deviating west-
wards but provided contact fre-
quencies to coordinate directly
with Lahore ATC, which denied
the request despite the emergency.

“The matter is under investiga-
tion by the DGCA," the regulator
confirmed. “As part of the investi-
gations, the two pilots are
grounded pending investigation,”
aDGCA official said, asking not to
be named.

Post flight walk around revealed damage to the nose radome of
the Airbus A321 Neo, the DGCA said on Friday. Pl

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu acknowledged the
gravity of the situation.

“We are looking into the inci-
dent, but in the meantime from
the information that I have, I
would like to appreciate the efforts
of the pilots and the crew who
have been very composed in the
way they have handled even in
that weather that the flight has
gone through,” Naidu said.

Theincident, described by pas-
sengers as “a near-death experi-
ence”, unfolded on IndiGo flight
6E-2142, which departed Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International Air-
portatapproximately 4:55pmand
managed to land in Srinagar at
6:25pm, according to Flightra-
dar24 tracking data.

The crisis began when the air-
craft “entered hailstorm and
severe turbulence near Pathankot”
whilst “cruising at FL360” (36,000
feet), according to the regulator’s
statement.

Recognising the dangerahead,
the pilots “requested northern
control (under the Indian Air
Force) for deviation towards left
(the international border) due to
weather on the route, however it
wasnot approved.”

Growing increasingly desperate
as the storm approached, the
“crew contacted Lahore to enter
into their airspace to avoid the
weather but the same was
refused,” the DGCA stated, con-
firming the aircraft was denied
entry to Pakistani airspace despite
the developing emergency.

The denials were rooted in the
ongoing NOTAM issued by both
sides against aircraft registered in
the other country. According toa
personaware of the matter in the
defence ministry, the IAF control's
denial was an advisory based on
the Pakistani NOTAM, in place
since the cross-border military
operations earlier this month.

“Northern area control advised

the Indigo crew within the frame
of the NOTAM... and immediately
assisted in coordinating their
route diversion by contacting
Delhi area and passing the requi-
site contact frequencies of Lahore
control for an overflight weather
diversion request,” this person
explained.

However, Lahore control,
according to the DGCA, did not
allow overflight permission, leav-
ing the crew with no viable escape
route.

The “crew initially attempted to
return back but as they were close
to the thunder storm cloud, they
decided to penetrate the weather,”
the regulator stated.

What followed was a cacoph-
ony of alarms and alerts for the
pilots. “While in thunder storm
cloud, warnings of angle of attack
fault, alternate law protection lost,
backup speed scale unreliable
were triggered. Due toupdraft and
down draft encountered by the air-
craft theautopilot tripped and air-
craft speed had wide variations,”
the DGCA stated.

In other words, several of the
aircraft's computerised systems
failed one by one, forcing the pilots
to fly manually through violent
turbulence without reliable instru-
ments or the normal protections
that prevent a modern airliner
from stalling or exceeding its
structural limits.

At the height of the crisis, “the
aircraft rate of descent reached
8500 fpm,” the DGCA stated.
“Crew flew the aircraft manually
till they exit the hailstorm.” For
context, aircraft normally descend
at1,500 to 2,000 feet per minute.

After regaining control, the
crew declared emergency. “After
carrying outall check list actions,
crew declared PAN PAN to Srina-
gar ATC and requested for radar
vectors and made a safe landing
with auto thrust operating nor-
mally,” the report stated, PAN PAN
is an international urgency signal
indicating serious difficulty requir-
ing assistance, one level below a
MAYDAY distress call.

The DGCA confirmed no pas-
sengers were injured, though “post
flight walk around revealed dam-
age to the nose radome ™—impact
damage visible as holes in the air-
craft's nose structure.

Aviation experts, while praising
the crew’s ultimate recovery, ques-
tioned the decisions that led tothe
crisis.

An Airports Authority of India
official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, noted the direct pilot-
to-Lahore contact was highly unu-
sual and indicated desperation,
“Though the pilots did a fantastic
job by landing safely even in such
massive turbulence, they should
have avoided the situation.”

Weather conditions that day
were particularly severe, accord-
ing to meteorological experts.
Mahesh Palawat, vice president of
climate and meteorology at
Skymet Weather, explained: “Since
that day a lot of thunderstorm
activity impacted northwest India,
it’s likely that the plane had to pass
through one such cloud...”

He emphasised that “passing
through such areas of thunder-
clouds and storms can cause
intense turbulence causing dam-
age to equipment and passengers.”
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Pakistan, India
extend closure of

airspace for flights
NEW DELHI/LAHORE:
Pakistan on Friday extended
the closure of its airspace
for Indian flights until June
24, according to a new
NOTAM issued by the
Pakistan Airports Authority.
Hours later, India also
issued a new NOTAM
extending the ban on
Pakistani aircraft in its
airspace till June 23. The
extension follows the ICAO
rules that restrict such
closure for a month at a
time.
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Delhi HC dismisses appeals of former SpiceJet promoter

Shruti Kakkar

shruti kakkar@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high
court on Friday dismissed sepa-
rate appeals of SpiceJet former
promoter Kalanithi Maran and
Kal Airways challenging an
order of a single judge uphold-
inga 2018 arbitral award which
directed the low budget airline
SpiceJet to refund them 270
crore, observing that the same
were filed after a “carefully” cal-
culated delay.

Though the 2018 arbitral
award was passed in Maran and
Kal Airways favour, they had

challenged the same before the
single judge on the ground that
the arbitral tribunal rejected
their substantial claims and at
the same time allowed the
entire counter claims of Spice-
Jet. They had sought to set aside
the award to the extent it failed
to award restitution of 58.46%
shareholding to it and declined
the claim for damages for non
issuance of warrants. Before the
single judge, Kal Airways and
Maran had also argued that it
failed to provide interest on
3270,86,99,209.

On July 31, 2023, the single
judge bench of justice Chandra

Dhari Singh, by way of two sep-
arate judgements dismissed the
petitions filed by Maran, Kal
Airways and Spicelet and
upheld the arbitral award.

SpiceJet had filed an appeal
against the July 31 order before
the division bench.

On May 17, 2024, the division
bench had overturned the single
judge’s order and directed the
single judge to consider the
matter afresh.

Though Kal Airways and
Maran had appealed against the
May 17 verdict before the
Supreme Court, the same was
dismissed on July 26, 2024.

A bench of justices C Hari
Shankar and Ajay Digpaul dis-
missed the appeal without
going into merits as it refused to
condone the delay in filing the
appeal within 55 days and refil-
ing the same within 226 days.

In its 24-page order, the
Supreme Court took note of the
fact that though Maran and Kal
Airways filed the appeal in
November 2023, they removed
the objections and served the
copy of the same to Spicelet,
four days after the court dis-
missed the appeal against the
May 17, 2024 order.

The court termed the present

case as a “classic example of
fence sitting” and also remarked
that Maran and Kal Airways not
only kept the division bench but
also the Supreme Court in the
dark regarding the filing of the
present petition and the same
languishing under objections.

In its application for condo-
nation of delay before the divi-
sion bench, Kal Airways and
Kalanithi Maran, represented
by advocate Gaurav Pachnanda
had asserted that the delay was
inadvertent and was occasioned
since they were simultaneously
negotiating the appeals filed by
SpicelJet.
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Turkey’s Celebi challenges
contract revocation in HC

Petition urges court
to restrain Mumbai
airport authorities
from appointing new
ground-handling
services company

Karuna Nidhi

karuna nidhi @ hindustartimes.cam

MUMBAL The Indian subsidiary
of Turkish ground-handling
firm Celebi Aviation Holding an
Wednesday approached the
Bombay high court to challenge
the Indian government's revo-
cation of its security clearance,
which resulted in the termina-
tion of its agreement at Mum-
bai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Alrport
(CSMIA).

Celebi Nas Alrport Services
India has filed an arbitration
petition urging the court to
issue directions to restrain the

alrport authorities from
appointing a new company in
its place.

The petition was filed days
after the Adani Group-led
Mumbai International Airport
Limired (MIAL). which operates
CSMIA, terminated its agree-
ment with Celebi and appointed
Kolkata-based firm Indo Thai
Alrport Services on a temporary
basis for three months until it
finalises a long-term partmer.

CSMIA was among several
alrports across the country that
terminated their agreements
with Celebi earlier this month.
This was after the Bureau of
Clvil Aviation Security (BCAS),
India’s top aviation security reg-
ulator, revoked the Turkish

H‘%’
The Mumbai airport terminated
handling firm Celebi earlier this month,

firm's security clearance, effec-
tively barring it from continuing
its operations in Indian airports.
The decision, according to
BCAS, was taken in view of
“national interests”.

While the official reasons
were not detailed, the move fol-
lowis heightened diplomatic ten-
sions. Turkey had recently
backed Pakistan and con-
demned India’s counter-terror-
ism strikes in Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupled Kashmir follow-
Ing the Pahalgam terror attack
in April.

In response to the revocation,
Celebi’s Indian subsidiary
issued a statement distancing
itself from political or national
affiliations. "We are not a Turk-
ish organisation by any stan-
dard and adhere fully to glo-
bally accepted practices of cor-
porate governance,
transparency, and neutrality,
with no palitical affiliations or
links to any forelgn government
or individuals.” the company
said.

Celebi filed three separate

oy
its contract with Turkish ground

HTARCHIVES

lawsuits, two of which chal-
lenged MIAL's revocation of its
contract on the grounds of secu-
rity clearance. The third plea is
filed a BCAS, which states
that the agency’s decision was
procedurally erroneous.

On May 16, Celebi had filed a
similar petition in the Delhi
high court, even as aviation offi-
clals sald airport operations
nationwide continued without
disruption as alternative
arrangements were imple-
mented.

In its plea, the company had
sald that the BCAS's decision to
revoke its clearance by merely
citing national security, without
specific  justification, was
“vague” and "unsustainable in
law.”

Celebi Aviation has had a sig-
nificant presence in India’s avia-
tion sector. Since entering the
Indian market via Mumbal air-
port, the company has
expanded to nine airports
across the country. These
include major hubs such as
Mumbai, Delhi, Bengaluru,

IndiGo should scrap
Turkish Airlines deal’

Yogesh Naik
ygesh. nasi @ hindus Lantim s com

MUMBAL: The Shiv Sena has
demanded the scrapping of
Indian low-cost carrler
IndiGo's wet-lease contract
with Turkish Airlines amid
growing geopolitical ten-
slons over Turkey's diplo-
matic and military ties with
Pakistan following the recent
conflict with India.

A Shiv Sena delegation led
by Andheri East MLA Murji
Patel and vibhag pramukh
(division head) Kunal Sar-
malkar plans to go to
IndiGo's Mumbai office an
Friday to hand over a letter
demanding the scrapping of
the contract.

“IndiGo has taken alreraft
on lease from Turkish Alr-
lines,” said Patel. "We are
told that their crew operates
these alrcraft. We want this
contract to be scrapped. If
they don’t listen, we will
launch a protest. We are
visiting their Mumbai office
an Friday and giving them a
letter [with the denands].”

Sarmalkar sald that the
Shiv Sena doesn't want any
Indian companies to have
ties with Turkey. Bangladesh
and Pakistan. “Allowing

Turkish people in India is a
security risk as they sup-
ported our enemy, Pakistan.
We have already forced all
airports to terminate their
contract with the [Turkish]
ground-handling agency,
Celebi, and made them givea
contract to [Kolkata-based]
Indo Thal Alrport Services,
and retained the jobs of all
|Celebi] employees,” he said.

An IndiGo spokesperson
did not respond to HT's
request for a comment until
the time of going to press.

IndiGo uses Turkish Alr-
lines alreraft, such as Boel
777s, for connecting Delhi
and Mumbai to Istanbul.
These aircraft are operated
under a wet lease agresment,
wherein Turkish Airlines
provides the planes and
crew. The Indian carrier also
has a codeshare rship
with Turkish Airlines,
through which IndiGo pas-
sengers can book flights to
destinations in Europe and
the United States.

Earlier this week, IndiGo
CEO Pieter Elbers had said
that the airline | fully com-
pliant with all regulatory
frameworks governing its
operations with alrcraft
leased from Turkish Airines.

Hyderabad, Chennal, Cochin,
Kannur, Goa, and Ahmedabad.
The firm’s Indian operations
cover a wide range of services,

including passenger assistance,
flight operations, cargoe han-
dling, warehouse management,
and bridge operation services.



ESrmri

chawt 1]

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

DELHI

24 MAY 2025

DGCA: In storm, IndiGo sought

SUKALP SHARMA
EAMRITANAYAK DUTTA
NEW DELMI MAYZ23

TWO DAYS after an IndiGa
Delhi-Srinagar Might hit severe
tuirbuilence and hadlstoom belfore
landing sabefy in the BK capital,
the Direciorate General of Civil
Awiation| DGCA) said Fraday that
the pilots had sougtht permission
froom the Indian Air Force
BMorthern Area Cont ol to devi-
e tovards the India-Pakistan
international border and also
onlacted the Lihoee A Trallie
Contral io briefly enter Pakistani

faip

The aircaft amded safelyin
Srinagar, Wednesday, ri

alrspace — currently 4 no-go
2one for [ndian aircralt = toby-
s the sborm.

Both these requests werede-

course change, IAF & Pak said no

niet], and the Right ¢ resw decided
to g0 through inclement
weather and continue the jour-
ey to Srnagar, according to the
staterment by the pilots o the
DGCA which is investigating the
incident
“While cruising at FLIGD
(6,000 feet], aircraft ente red
hailstcern and severe iurbulence
near Pathankol As per gew
statement, they mequested
Meowthern Control (IAF) fordevi-
ation tovrands left (Tneermational
Beeder) due o weatheronthe
route, however It was nol ip=
proved. Later crew contacted
CONTINUEDON PAGE2

e IndiGo sought flight path deviation

Lahore to enterinto their airspace
toavoid the weather but the same
wasrefused too. Crewinitially at-
tempted to turn back but as they
were close to the thunderstorm
doud, they decided to penetrate
the weather. Subsequently, they
encountered hailstorm and severe
turbulence, Crew chose to con-
tinue at the same, heading to exit
the weatherby the shortest route
towards Srinagar,” the DGCA said.

Emails to the IAF and the
Ministry of Defence seeking their
comments on the DGCA state-
ment did notelicita response,

IAF sources said the Northern
AreaControl's advice to the pilots
was within the frame of the ban
onIndian aircraft in Pakistaniair-
space, adding that the flight was
assisted immediately in coordi-
nating its route diversion. “The air-
raftwas immediately assisted in
coordinating their oute diversion
by contacting Delhi Area and pass-
ing requisite contact frequendes
of Lahore control for overflight
weather diversion request, Once
Lahore refused overflight clear-
ance, and the aircraft proceeded
towards Srinagar, the flight was
subsequently professionally as-
sisted till safe landing at Srinagar
airfield by giving control vectors
and ground speed readouts,” the
IAF sources said. Air traffic serv-
ices at Srinagarairport are alsoun-
der the control of the IAE.

OnApnl 24, two daysafterthe
Pahalgam terror attack, Pakistan
closed its airspace to Indian air-
araft and Indian aidines, banning
themfromoverflying its airspace.

Inthe case of the IndiGo Delhi-
Srinagar flight, Lahore ATC did not
allow the use of its airspace de-
spite the urgent weather situation
that the aircraft was grappling
with. The Airbus A321 neo airraft,
operating flight 6E 2142, had over
220 people on board, including a
five-memberTrinamool Congress
delegation. It hit a severe hail-
stormon its way to Srinagar from
Delhi, which led toa turbulent few
minutes for those on board.

The pilots navigated the storm
by flying manually amid wide
speed variations and rapid alti-
tude changes, and landed safely at
the Srinagar airport Whileno one
on board suffered any injury, the
aircraft's nose, which houses the
radome, suffered visible signifi-
cant damage. Theradome isan
aerodynamic weatherproof fair-
ing that protects the plane’sradar
antenna. It is manufactured with
materials thatallow transmission
and reception of the radar radio

& The IndianEXPRESS

waves withminimal interference,

The aircraft departed from
Delhi at 513 pm Wednesday, ac-
cording to flight tracking data.
Around 45 minutes later, when
the aircraft was passing over the
Pathankot area, the seat belt signs
were switched on by the crew;
whichwas followed by severe tur-
bulence fora few minutes and a
hailstorm hitting the aircraft's
fuselage, it is learnt. The aircraft
landed in Srinagar around 6.30
pr. Given the damage to the nose
of the aircraft, itwas grounded in
Srinagar for inspections.

According to the pilots' state-
ment to the DGCA, the aircraft
sounded vanous technical wam-
ings while navigating the thun-
derstorm. These included warn-
ings of “angle of attack fault,
alternate law protection lost, and
backup speed scale unreliable™.

“Due to updraft and down-
draft encountered by the aircraft,
the autopilot tripped and airaaft
speed had wide varations. Asare-
sult, maximum operating
speed/maximumoperatingmach
(VMO /MMO) warnings and re-
peated stall warnings were trig-
gered, During this period, the air-
craft rate of descent reached 8500
fpm(feet per minute), Crew flew
the aircraft manually till they ex-
ited the hailstorm,” the DGCA said
based on the crew’s statement,

After arrying outall checklist
actions, the ciew declared "PAN-
PAN" to Srinagar ATC and re-
quested for radar vectors and
madeasafe landing the regulator
said. PAN-PAN or a PAN call —
short for “possible assistance
needed” — is used to communi-
cate an urgent situation, which
might require assistance, butis not
a life-threatening emergency.
Radarvectors are specificnaviga-
tion headings provided by ATCs to
aircraft to guide them along the
desired flight path.

In a statement, IndiGO said,
“IndiGo flight 6E 2142 from Delhi
to Srinagaron May 21 navigated a
sudden hailstorm and landed
safely at Srinagar International
Airport. All customers were at-
tended to upon landing and noin-
juries were reported. The aircraft
iscurrently undergoing necessary
inspectionand maintenance in
Srinagar and will resume opera-
tions once all clearances have
beensecured Wesincerelythank
our customers for their coopera-
tion inensuring the safe comple-
tion of this flight. As always, the
safety ofour customers and crew
remains our highest priority.”

Sat, 24 May
https://eps
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‘IAF assisted IndiGo flight after Pakistan
denied its airspace use during turbulence’

IndiGo A321 neo encountered a hailstorm and turbulence near Pathankot @hile en route from Delhi to Srinagar on Wed

SIMONTINI BHATTACHARIEE

NEW DELHI: The Indian Air
Force (IAF) on Friday clarified
the circumstances surround-
ing the diversion of Indigo flight
6E-2142, which operated from
Delhi to Srinagar on Wednesday.
The IAF attributed the inddent to
airspace restrictions imposed by
Pakistan. The diversion followed
a Notice to Alrmen (NOTAM
AD220/25) issued by Pakistani
Civil Aviation Authorities. It
barred Indian-registered airerafi,
including commercial and mili-
tary {lights, from using it air-
space until midnight on May 23.
On W:‘:dm::i:iaj'. IndiGo's
A321 neo aircraft encountered a
hailstorm and severe [u:bulrnc:.:_

I

Delhi=Srinagar IndiGo flight that hit turbulence mid-nir due

to inclement weather

Takeaways

» The diversion followed a Nofice to
Ajrmen (NOTAM AD220/25) issued by
Pakistani Civil Aviation, which barred
Indian aireraft from entering Hs airspace

FILE PHOTD

» When the erew sought weather-related

overflight dearance via Lahare ATC,
Pakistani authorities denied the request

» NORTHERN AREA CONTROL, IN CODRDINATION
WITH LAF AND INDIAN ATC, GUIDED THE
AIRCRAFT SAFELY BACK TO SRINAGAR

near Pathankot. The incident of
the aircralt encountering tur-
bulence is being probed l:r}' the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA).

— a—

IAF sources stated that the
Northern Area Control advised
the Indigo crew by the NOTAM
guidelines, a routine procedural
slep integrated into airline roule

planning to comply with inter-
national aviation safety norms.
When the flight encountered air-
space restrictions, the crew coor-
dinat::iwilh Indian air traffic

control to initiate diversion pro-
tocols. The Northern Area Con-
trol facilitated communication
with Delhi Area Control, provid-
ing contact frequencies to Lahore
ATC for seeking weather-related
overflight dearance.

Pakistani authorities, however,
denied the request, prompting the
aircraft to alter its course. Indian
air traffic controllers guided the
flight back toward Srinagar, offer-
ing continuous navigation sup-
port, 'u'n:]uding control vectors
and groundspeed updates. The
aircraft landed safely at Srinagar
airfield with assistance from IAF
and civilian air traffic control
units. Officials emphasised that
the flight was never in jeopardy,
with the Cun:hnucd_nn‘l:i

IAF

crew maintaining full contral through-
ol the manoeuvre.

The incident highlights persistent air-
space restrictions Pakistan has enforced on
Indian flights since February 2019, often
linked 1o geopalitical tensions. Commer-
clal airlines, officials noted, routinely adjust
flight paths in response to NOTAMs and
other airspace advisories, underscoring the
aviation sectors resilience in navigating
rrgulawr}' ch.u.ﬂ::ng,:ﬁ. Since 2019, Pakistan’s
airspace curbs have disrupted 34 interna-
tional routes, forcing carriers like Indigo
and Al India o reroute flights over China
of the Arabian Sea Such detours add 15-30
minutes o flight times, tnflating fuel costs—
Air India estimates an annual $600 million
burden if restrictions perstst. IndiGo alone
reporied 170 daily flight disruptions during
elght days earlier this year and has sought
government compensation.

The restrictions, rooted in bilateral ten-
stans, also affect Ejnha.'l connectivity. Third-
country {lights transiting the region face
delays, while Gulf carriers gain a competi-
tive edge on key routes 1o Europe and North
America. Despite these hurdles, Indian avia-
tion authorities stress adherence o safety
protocols, with the DGCA and IAF coor-
dinating closely to manage rerouting and
minimise passenger inconvenience.

Analysts note that while airlines have
adapted to rerouting challenges, prolonged
restrictions risk eroding profitability and
exacerbating sector vulnerabilities. Mili-
tary activity near contested borders, such
as in Kashmir, further cumpli.cah:s airspace
manggemenl.
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Pakistan extends closure of airspace for Indian flights till June 24

LAHORE: Pakistan on Friday extended
closure of its airspace for Indian flights
until June 24, according to a new NOTAM
{MNotice to Adrmen) issued by the Pakistan
Airports Authority.

The extension follows the International
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) rules
that restrict such closure for a month at
a time.

“The ban on Indian atreraft flying over
Pakistan airspace has been extended until

4:59 am June 24, 2025, the Pakistan Air-
ports Authority (PAA) said in a statement
here:

All aircraft that are Indian-registered,
operaled, owned, or leased will remain
subject to the ban, the PAA statement said.

“This ban will also apply to Indian mili-
tary aircrall. Mo flight operated by Indian
airlines or operators will be allowed to use
Pakistani airspace.” the stalement said.

Under the directive, no flight oper-

ated by Indian airlines or operators will be
allowed to enter or transit through Paki-
stani airspace,” the PAA said.

Pakistan had banned its airspace for
India last month after steps taken by New
Delhi in the wake of the April 22 Pahalgam
terrorist attack that killed 36 people.

The ban was imposed for a
month il May 23, as under
International Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAD) rules that sirspace restrictions can-

not be imposed for more than one month
al a time.

The extension of closure of airspace by
a month comes two days after an IndiGo
pilot operating the Delhi-Srinagar flight,
which encountered a sudden hailstorm
onn  Wednesday, initially sought
Lahore Air Traffic Controls permission
to briefly use the Pakistan airspace to
avoid the turbulence, but the request was
rejected. AGENCIES
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India extends airspace ban
for Pak airlings till Jun 23

MPOST BUREAU

t
NEW DELHE: India dbppi

on Friday extended

the closure of its

atrspace for ights

operated by Pakistan airlines by another month
till June 23, according to sources.

The ban imposed on April 30 as part of vani-
ous measures taken by the government against
Pakistan in the wake of the Pahalgam terror
attack that killed 26 people was sel to expire
on May 23 (Saturday).

The Indian airspace will not be avatlable
for aircraft registered in Pakistan as well as for
planes operated, owned or leased by Pakistan
airlines and operators till June 23, 2025, accord-
ing to the fresh NOTAM issued on Friday.

As per the NOTAM, the ban will also be
applicable to Pakistan’s military aircraft.

Pakistan has also extended the ban on its ate-
space for Indian flights by a month tll June 24,

On April 24, Pakistan banned s airspace
for India until May 23, after the Indian gov-
ernment suspended the Indus Water Treaty
with Pakistan.
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Double whammy, drama at 36K ft

S LALITHA i New Det

A Delhi-to-Srinagar IndiGo
Might was foreed to Iy through
a severe thunderstorm after e
ing dended access to Pakistant
alrspace, according o an offl-
rial statement released Friday
by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)L

The incident occurred on
Wednesday when flight 65 2142,
an Alrbus A3Z1 MNeo with 227
passengers, encoun tered i hail-
storm and intense trbulence
while cruising at 36,000 feot
near Pathankot. The DGCA
said the erew had initially re-
guested a deviation from thelr
Manned route due o danger-
ous weather conditions but
were denled clearance.

According to the crew’s Be-
count, shared by the DGCA,
they Aret contacted Indian Alr
Force's Northern conirol re-
questing a lefward deviation
toward the International bor
der to avold the storm. but the

request was denled. They then
contacted Lahore Air TrafTic
Control for enfry into Paklsta
ni alrspace, which was also
refused,

Coanght in turbulent weather
and with limited options, the
pilots briefly considered furn-
ing back. However, with the
thunderstorm already sur-
rounding the aircrafl, they de
cided to continue along the
same heading, choosing the

Q

Ourcrew contacted
Lahore to enter their
airspace to avoid the
waather bur i was
refused. Crew then
chose to continue ar
same heading to exit
the weather

—DECAstatement
on the Indigo scare

shortest path out of the storm
toward Srinagar:

While navigating through
the thumderstorm, the aimeraf
was hit by hail and turbulence,
triggering a series of warn
Ings. The DGCA conflrmed thut
the aircralt experienced muli i
ple svatem alerts, Includlng
loss of Alternate Law protec-
tion, unreliable hackup speed
indicators, and “Angle of At
tack fonlt” warnings.

The storm's powerful up-
drafis and downdrafts also
caused the autopilot to disen
gage, forcing the erew 1oy the
airerall manually During the
peak of the turbulence, the
plane’s descent rate spiked to
8,500 feet per minute — a dan-
gerously steep drop — while
warnings for exceeding maxi
minm spestl and pogsible stalls
were repeatedly triggered

Dieapite the chaos, the 011 ght
crew carried out emergency
checklist procedures (ECAM
actions) and declaved a “PAN
PAN" emergency — imlicating
A situation that is urgent bui
not immedlately e threaten
ing — to Srinagar air traffic
control. They then requested
radar guldance and success
fully landed the almeraflt with
auntothrust systems funet ion-
Ing normaolly No passengers
wiore njured

Pakistan's sirspace has re
mained closed to Indian (light=
after Operation Sindoor
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Preparing for air taxi trials in 2026: Aviation minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i New Del

UNION Civil Aviation Minis
ter Ram Mohan Naldu on Fri-
day said that India was pre
paring for nir taxi trisls during
Wings Indla 2026 In partner-
ship with Federal Adminis-
tration Authority, European
Unlon Aviation Safety Agoency
and Intl Civil Aviation
Organisation.

Dedivering the chief guest ad
dress at & curtain raiser event
for Wings 2026 o be held from
Jan 28! to 31 at Begumpet alr
port inHwlerabad, Najdusaid ™
We are working towards Alr
tad trials, Drons and Regula
tory Sandboxes to suppaort new

ape start-ups.”

Sinting that India is witness
lng a clv i aviation revolution,
Waidu said that In 2014, India

hud T alrports and this has in-
creased to 160 in 25, “In the
next Hvears we are looking at
adding another 3K alrports to
the country In the next [ive
years alone, we are looking at
adding another 50 airports™
From £ lakh Qights annually n
2014, we are now handling 11
lukh flights annually, “Sixty
more [li ghts mre being handled
every hour now as compared
b 20014."

More than 1 erand fifty thow
sand people have taken to the
s bos due to UDAA N and 90 alr
parts have become operational.
“More thandlakh Udaan (lights
hawve been operated and 700 re
onal routes huve become op-

erational”, the Minlster sald

There are over 11,6 drones
registered annually n the coun
try We are podted to become the
thind largest drone market in
the world by 2030."
“India's MRO market s grow-
ing at more than three times
the global average vet more
than 60 percent of the compo-
nents, airframe and enginesr-
ing maintenance (neluding air
Eami 1= 5till being done abroad.
This is a minefeld of opportu-
nify for domestic and interna-
tional investors,” he sald,
Wings 2026 will be much higper
than ihe previous edition with
2 exhibltors, delegtes [mom
Hl countries
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Stormy affair of crew, pax

RAJESH KLUMAR B few Dl

he IndiGGo flight en romte to
TSr: ar that emcountered severe

turbulence initially requested the
Indian Air Fonces Morthern contral A
Tratlic Control {ATC), 1o deviate towards
International Border ([B) due to weath
er related turhalence. However it was not
appraved. Later, the crew of the airline
contacted Lahore ATC to enter their air
space (0 avoid the torbulence but the
same was refused too Crew members imi
tially sttempted i retrn but as they were
ciose 1o the thunderstiorm doud, they
decided i penetrate the weather, forc
ing the pilot to mnvigate the hailstorm and
severe turhalence. Crew members chose
i contimue at the same tme heading to
rxit the weather by the shortest rowie
towards Srimagar

In a detafed stalement about the
incident, the Direciorate General of
Civil Avmation [DMGCA ) said there was no
INry W any passengers wiao wene on the
flight and that the sircradt’s "nose radome”
was damaged:

“As per crew statement, experiencing
severe turhulence, the onew first request
ed Morthern controd { [AF) for deviaton
towards left (Infermational Border) duoe
i weather on the rooge, however, it was
not approved. “Later, the crew contact
ed Lahore to enter into their airspace o
avoid the weather b the same wa
refased too” DGCA said

Acconding to the DGCA, the crow md
tially sttempted bo retern back but as they
were dase to the thnderstorm doud,
they decided to pemetrate the weather
“Suhsequently, they encountered hasd
storm and severe turbulence. Crew chase
to continue at the same heading o exit
the weather by the shortest route tovwards
Sﬁnapr." the siafement said.

According to Indan Amr Force (1AF)
somsces, the MNorthern Area Comtrol
achsed the IndiGo crew within the fame
of the NOTAM, ensuring safety of air
craft and passengers. Soarces said the
IndiGo crew was gomded toa safe land
ing by Indian Air Force austhorities on
May 21, after it was denied smergency
access 1o Pakistani airspace while navi
gating a severe hailstorm.

INDIA, PAKISTAN CLOSE SKIES

Mew Dedhi: Sadin and Paiistan hmve both
extended their mutual airspore Bams.
peventag esch other's sifimes fom
eporating within their respective Eemiones.

Pakistan en Frday exiended the closre of
its akspace for Indan airoraft and abrraft
speated by ladiam arfines and operators by s
manth-till the zardy moming of lune 24,
accoeting i & fresh motios to aimen (DT
mzund by Pakstm's miation sethoeties

Soon after that, India sizs Exusd & new
MOTAM extending Ehe ban on Pakdstani
airrat and airines in its airpace. Ax per 2
Motice In &rmen [WOEAMG released by the
dinisiry of Cwil Aviation, on Friday, akoraft
mgieed m Pakistan-mcuding those oened.
sperated, or leased by Paksisl abfines o
opeaton = Ore bamed fom emenng indian
airspare undl June X3 The reshsction alsn
applies o Pakisianl military sircraft. the
notice sisted,

Cunlinumd wa ¥ F3

“Faldstan civil aviation authocities
bave fsmed the NOTAM (Molkce o
Afrmen) shiting the coamtry's airspace
for Indian aircralt. The sources said the
Indilo aircraft was immediately asist
ed in oo -ordinating their rowie doversion
by contacting Delhi Area and passing
reguisite comiact frequencess of Lahare
contrnd for averdlight weather diversion
request. Oince Labore refused averflight
clearance, aod the sircraft proceeded
towards Srinagar, the fight was suhse
guenily professonally assisted Hll a safe
landing at Srmayar aarfeld by giving con
trol wectors and groundspesd readowis,
the spurces said.

The mcident pertains o IndsGo's GE
2142 flight that was caught in bad
weather, incloding strong tarbulence, on
Wednesday evening, Though passengers
ard crew escaped withowt mjuries, the
aircraft’s nose cone was damaged lead
ing to its grounding for inspection and
MainiEnance.

Drzmatic visuals that have emerged
om social medis chaow the AL2] Nen air
cruft :hnk.i.ng; 1.'i.|:||=nl|'_r amid the storm,
which ravaged Dethi-MNCR and Uttar
Pradesh, leaving over 30 dead and sev
eral trees uprooted.

Conbliimd oo Ny P2

Stormy affair of crew and pax

Contlmsesd frem 20 M1 \Videos of passen-
gers, including children, screaming and
crytrg in fear have also e viral
In a statemient an Thursday {May 22,
2025}, Ind o said its I'].i.“h.l GE 2142 froem
Delha oy Srimagar on May 21, 2025, aov-
itplul a sudden hailstorm and landed
safely af Srinagar International Airpart
“All customers were aftended o wpon
landing and no injuries were reporied.
The aircraft is currently l.uuhrguinﬁ
necessary inspection and maintenance in
Srimagar will resume operations
ance all dmirances have been secured)”
the adriine said
While in a thunderstorm cloud, the
DGCA said warnings of Angle of Attack
fault, Aleroate Law protection lost,
backup Speed scale unreliable were
triggered. “Due to updraft and down-
1 encountered by the aireraft the
Aulogdl ot tripped and aireralt speed had
wide varfations. As a result, Maximom
Uperating Speed! Maximum operating
Mach (VYMO/MMO) warnings and
repeated slall warnings were triggered.”

the statement said

Druring this period, DGCA said the
atrerall rate of descent reached 8,500 I'p'm
(feet per mimute] and crew flew the air-
craft manually tll they exited the hail-
storm. “Afler carrying oul all checkdist
actions (ECAM actions), the crew
dechared "PAN PAN to Srmagar ATC and
requested for RADAR vectors and made
2 sale landing with Auto Thrust operst-
inp; nurmn“:.'," the statement said.
Geperally, ‘PAN PAN relers 1o an emer-
gency siluatiom.

It saidd the maiter is under investiga-
tion and that there was o injury to any
of the passengers on-board the flight
“Post ight walk around revealed dam-
age b the Note radome.” the statement
said.

Among the 272 passengers anhaoard
were also five Trimamool Congress MPs

Derek (FBrien, Nadimuol Hague,
Sa;_q:u.'iﬁ.u. Glwie, Monas Blumnia, and
Mamata Thakur — who were flying 1o
meet penple alfected by the recent crods-
buowrder shelling near the Lol
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IndiGoairspacedenial linked

toongoing NOTAM, not
suddenrefusal: IAF sources

PARWINDER SANDHU
NEW DELHI, 23 MAY

Hours after the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) claimed that IndiGo
flight 6E-2142's request to
enter Pakistani airspace to
avoid turbulence due to
extreme weather conditions
was rejected, it has been
revealed thatthe decisionwas
based on a NOTAM (Notice
to Airmen) issued byPakistan
Civil Aviation {(PCA).

Sources in the Indian Air
Force stated that the PCA
authorities had issued NOTAM
A0220/25, which wasinvogue
up to 23 May midnight (2359
hrs). The NOTAM mentions
“"PAKISTAN AIRSPACE NOT
AVEL FOR INDIAN REGIS-
TERED ACFT AND ACFT
OPERATED/OWNED OR
LEASED BY INDIAN AIR-
LINES/OPERATORS INCLUD-
ING MILITARY FLIGHTS.”

The Northern Area Control
advised the mdiGo crewwithin
the frame of the NOTAM
{which isalso aregularplanning
feature for all airlines in their
route planning) to ensure the
safety oftheaircraft and pas-
sengers. The aircraft was imme-
diatelyassistedin coordinating
the route diversion by con-
tacting Delhi Area Control
and passing requisite contact
frequenciesofLahore Control
foroverflight weather diversion
request,” a source said. "It
was only after Lahore refused
overflight clearance, the aircraft
proceeded towards Srinagar,
and the flightwassubsequently
professionally assisted till a
safelanding at Srinagar airfield
by giving control vectors and
groundspeed readouts,” the
source added.

It was also revealed that
while all defence airfields have
watch hours, the Amritsar air-
fiedld was still available. "Having
said that, the best decision
stillremainswith the captain,”

Dhe Statesman

Sat, 24 May 2025
https://epaper.thestatesman,
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the source said.

Meanwhile, Pakistan has
revised the extension on the
closure of its airspace for
Indian airlines by a monthto
529 am(IST)on June24, 2025.
The fresh NOTAM issued on
Fridayreads, "Pakistan airspace
not available for Indian reg-
istered aircraft and aircraft
operated/ owned orleased by
Indian airlines/operataors,
including military flights.”

Earlier, the DGCA stated
that the crew of the IndiGo
flight from Delhi to Srinagar
on Wednesday had sought
permission to enter the Pak-
istani airspace to avoid tur-
bulencedue toextreme weath-
erconditions, but the request
was rejected.

"The flight 6E-2142, oper-
ated by an Airbus A321 Neo
and registered as VT IMD,
was cruising at 36,000 feet
whenitencountered aviolent
storm near Pathankot. The
aircraft was struck by hail and
faced intense turbulence,
causing major disruptions to
its flight systems," stated a
staternentissued by the DGCA.

Furthermore, as per the
crew’s statement, theyrequest-
ed Northern Control (under
IAF) fordeviation towards left
{International Border)due to
weatheron the route; however,
it was not approved. "Subse-
quently, the crew contacted
Lahoretor permission to enter
Pakistani airspace to avoid
the weather, but that request
was alsorefused,” the staternent

added.
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Turkish firm moves HC over
security clearance revocatlon

Swati.Deshpande
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Days after moving
the Delhi High Court, a
ground handling services
subsidiary of a company
headquarteredin Tiirkiye
—CelebiNAS Airport Servic-
esIndia Pvi Ltd — on Wednes-
day approached the Bombay
High Court against the revo-
cation of its security clear-
ance.

Celebi Airport Services
India and Celebi Delhi Cargo
Terminal Management India
petitioned the Delhi High
Court against the security
clearance revocation and
cancellation of contracts by
the Delhiairport operator.

Last Thursday, the Bu-
reau of Civil Aviation Securi-
ty (BCAS), citing national se-
curity concerns, revoked the
security clearance granted
to Celebi Airport Services.
The action came follo-
wing Tirkiye’s support of Pa-
kistan in its recent hostilities
with India. The company fil
ed petitions to also challenge
the consequential termina-
tion of its contract with the
Mumbai International Air-
port Limited (MTAL). It filed
three petitions, challenging
the Centre's decision, claim-
ing they were arbitrary and
illegal. It wants the HC to
quash and set aside the revo-
cation of its security clear-
ance. As interim relief, it

File pu:

Celebi has sought a stay or suspension nf securlty clearance order

wants a stay or suspension of
the Centre’s administrative
decision on security clear-
ance. Such clearance is grant-
ed by the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) un-
der the Ministry of Civil
Aviation of India.

When the matter is heard
soon, it will plead for interim
orders to restrain MIAL from
taking any final decision on
the tenders issued on May 17
for the selection of a new
ground handling agency for
these services. The revoca-
tion order, enforced with im-
mediateeffect, meantairlines
that had given ground hand-
ling contracts to Celebi would
be hit with flight delays.
Ground handling companies
carry out security-sensitive
jobs such as loading and un-
loading of bags, cargo, clean-
ingaircraft, fuelling, and pas-

senger check-in. However, the
govt worked with airport op-
erators  and  appointed
ground handling companies
on an interim basis. At Mum-
bai airport, for instance, Indo
Thai Airport Services—acer-
tified ground handler cur-
rently operating at nine air-
ports across India—was ap-
pointed within 24 hours of
the BCAS order.

Meanwhile, the [nion
govtopposed on Thursday Ce-
lebi's plea, telling the Delhi
High Court that revoking its
security clearance wasnotan
example of govt “carte
blanche”. *This is not a carte
blanche or a Brahmastra that
everything stops. Judicial re-
view is available to the pet-
itioner,” solicitor-general of
India Tushar Mehta said be-
fore the single judge bench of
Justice Sachin Datta,
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ProbingIndiGo planes
mid-air scare: DGCA

Uywal JaraLt
TutEa & b L s
BN ITER LT, MAY XY
The Directomte General of
Coal Avtntion (DGEA) on Fn
doy =ud it hod laanched on
mvestimmtion after an IndiGo
Might from Deld 1o Srinagar
moointered  severo turbu-
lence mnid hadlstormeonditions
ik 1 comflomied that Pak-
whan refiised o allow the ar
craft to enter s sirspaoe o
avaid adverse weather

The IndiGa Might GE-Z142
opemted by an Aarbus A2
Moo wos oruisings of 36 000 feet
e Pathankot when the crew
requested a deviation due o
threatening weather patterna
ghead. After being denied a
leftward diversion by Nonh-
em Controd {TAF), the cnew
mached mit o Lohom ATC
soeking eniry into Paldstand
dirspace. This request was aso
refused With no vishle route
amind the stoeem and an

attempt to tum bacdkt proving

risleyduse to prosd maty to thun-
derciuds the crew dedded to
procesd thiogh the wenther,
What fallowed was o doanger-
ous enoounter with o hail
storm and severs turbulence,
which eauged multiple critical
sy bem wirmings on board,

“Durmg the ordeal. the air
craft’s autopilot disenpaged
aned gpeed madings becime
vmmelable. The fight expen
eneed dramatic altitude var
ationy, with a peak mte of
desoent resching 8500 leet
per mimte. Warnings molad
ed loss of aRemate kw pro-
tesetion, pngls of attack Gl
stall warnings and
VM OMMOD exroedanioe
clerts,” o DGCA official said,

A purported video from
nsbcle the fdight sent viral on
social medin in which passen
gers amdd childmen mould be
heard sereaming ond orying
in digtress as the sirerall
shook violently atber gettmg
caught in the starm,
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