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Namma Yatri cabs to soon
serve Bengaluru airport

—
Fyotl Banthila

Bengaburu

Mobility platform Namma
Watri B st o bunch opera-
tions at Kempegowda Inter-
mational Airport, aceording
v source close o the devel-
opment, marking its entry
into a tightly regubsted snd
higgh demand arport mobil-
ity segment.

The development comes
shortly after Rapido an-
nounced its airport foray. AL
[present, the airport cab e
system mcludes 2 s
such us Ofa and L-E. ubang
with Quick Ride, OFMM Mo~
hility and the airport's H-
cended tad fleet.

According to the source,
Marmma Yatri i expected 1o
follow 2 bybrid operati
mmlu‘i.'nwk.i.!q.; with a mix
onboarded fleet partners o
well as its existing ( net-
wuork of driver paﬁnr:

Updrant pri:ing. ruialiw]:.'
affordable fares and desig-
nated pick-up zones are ex-
pected tobe part of the offer-
ing, with a focs o
improving coordination
between riders and drivers
on the ground, Tmportantly,
the source sid, the compsany
ie not Jooking to aggressively
scale its airpart operations in
the initial phase.
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International flights from Navi Mumbai
delayed, expansion plans on track

—
Aneesh Phadnls
M

The ongoing conflict in West
Agig has pushed back the
gtait of international Hights
from Masvt Mumbai #rport,
bug domestic ilights ane see-
ing an increase m loads, a
seior executive sxid on the
sidelines of Alrports 360

“Bomesic figh

estic fights at Navi
Mumbai began last Chriss-
mas and Frequency has now
incressed o 156 serdoes
dhaily.

The airport is handling
around 20,000 pastengers
|].1i|l'\_r. with the nirmber of
passengers  per ht -
creasing from aro 155 1o
170 Danly traffic is expected
Lupim‘ln&ﬂ.ﬂmpmmms
I:!_»'Dcl:rmﬂr.}m b

International I'I:iﬁhl'.: from
M Mumbai were expected
o start from March-end, bur

lamd have now got -
Fumud duoe w Lba.-munﬁg
Iran-US condlict and the res-
ultant increase in jer fuel
price

The senior executive said

Mavi Mumbai from March 29
bue that has been deferred

mow. =T can’t put an exact

GEARING UP. Caiy traffic at the Mavi Mumbai airport is
eapecied to grow to 50,000 passengers by December mossms

date for the start of interna-
tioral fghts ™ he sxid

AIRPORT EXPANSION
Th ai o, T
ﬂn.mmmandh
nat impacted by the conflicr.
Planningand design work for
the second terminal is un-
derway and construction i
expected to start after the
s i Sl The
second  terminal will in
crease passenger  handling
capacity fram 20 million to
50 million. *"We are looki
at simplified  designg
standardised equipment.
Wherever possible, we will

use precast materiad,” he
added
.r\.sper'lJle master Pl:u:. the

MNuvi Mumbai airpart will be
developed in frve phases with
ani eventisi] bandling cxpa-
aty of 90 million passengers
per year. According to the ex-
ecutive, the Adani Growp will
imeest around TR0 crome
im the pu'l.!jm.'l'.. covering bath
i Expansion band -
side development.
Ther Wavi Mumbai ai

has alio rLH..ul.EkbmlL'h.Eh'[al."la-

trd government To -
duice vahie-added tax om ad-
ation turbine fuel to 1 per
cent fram the existing 18
cent. “Greenbeld airport ke
otrrs feve their own chal-
lenges  and  hand-holéing
from the government & re-
quired to support prowth,”
e said
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Airlines in no hurry to move
to Navi Mumbai airport: A-1

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 23 April

Afr India Group told the Alrports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India (Aera) that
airlines may not be inclined to shift oper-
ations from Mumbai's existing airport to the
newly inaugurated Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMLA), citing higher tariffs,
inadequate road and Metro connectivity,
and Increased costs from split operations.

In its April 16 letter to Aeta, the airline
said it “respectfully disagree|s| with the
assumption of strong airline demand to
shift operations to NMIA®, pushing back
against expectations that carriers would
scale up quickly at the new alrport. Busi-
ness Standard reviewed the letter.

Both Mumbai airports are operated by
Adani Group. Aera is currently consulting
aviation stakeholders to determine aero-
nautical tariffs, such as aircraft landing
and parking charges, for NMIA for the
2025-2030 period.

One key lssue Alr India raized is the
need 1o mn operations from two alrports

HIGH TARIFFS, PATCHY ACCESS,
AND SPLIT OPERATIONS KEEP
PLANS TAXIING

simultaneously. As Mumbai's existing air-
port will continue to function alongside
NMIA, aifdines may have to split flights
berween the two.

"Split operations leads to increased
costs,” Alr India said, observing that air-
lines would need duplicate manpower,
ground handling, and support systems at

both lecations. This reduces efficiency and
raises expenses until traffic ar NMIA
reaches sufficient scale.

Aera flageed the same concern earlier
during an April 2 meeting. Atthe meeting,
an Air India executive said airlines *may
not be inclined to shifi operations™ as this
would require "maintaining dual oper-
ational setups.. thereby leading to
increased costs, including manpower ™,

In its April 16 letter, Alr Indins also raised
concerns about “significantly™ higher aero-
nautical charges propesed by Adani Group
for the new airport. Connectivity remains
another major constraint. The airline said
"insufficient connectivity limits traffic cate-
hment”, meaning fewer passengersarelikely
tochoose NMIA dueto access challenpes,

Until projectssuch asdirect Metrolinks
are completad, the "majority™ of passen-
gers in the Mumbai Metropolitan Region
will continue to prefer the existing airport,
especially those travelling from the west-
em parts of the city, the airline said.

More on business-standard com
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Mumbai may need a third airport,
says Navi Mumbeai airport CEO

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, A pril 25

L EELA] MAY RE]_LIIE athind
arpatt aspassenger demand in
the Mumbal Metropalitan
Region {MMR] continues to
outpace existing and planned
@pacity, acordingto BV | K
Sharma, CEQ of Mavi Mumbal

International Alrport (NAIA).

Spenking at the Arrport 360
Expohdd n Mumbai, Shamma
sald ‘there ks still roem for a
thirdairport’, flaggin pawiden
ing gap betwesn demuand and
infmstrcture inoneof [ndia’s
buskest aviation markets

T'he MME is estamated to

penerate passengerdemand of

around 180 million, while
mpm.ﬂ}'lrl'n:l.:l:l|.~1'.l.'|:| et s,
the NMIAand the existing air

port s e pected o each about
130 million at full wtilisa tion

NMInalone lshelng developed
with a planned @padtyof 90
million passenges, comple-
menting the existing airport's
moughly 60 million.
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Navi Mumbai airport delays int’l operations

EuETETE—TLr

chpali bankafivernim com
Rl ARSI

ravellers will have o
walt awhile longer to Ty
overseas from Navl

Muimbil Intermational Alrpon
(NMLAT as the Adani Group-
owned Bciliny has postponed
thi start of its international
operstions due to the ongolng
war in West Asla, a senlor
executive familiar with the
lemelipnent todd Winronthe
on the sidelines ol the Adr-
peort 360 Expo in Munthal,
Intermstional fights were
originally meant to commence
ol the alrpont from 26 March,

in line with the start of the
2026 summer Bight schedule
indnedian. However, thie US-lran
witr s forced a rethink, cas-
ing the launch to be I.IIL'\hI.'!I
further into the

0 dally international depar-
tures from the alrport for the
summer schedule, reflecting
siroig anticipased demand for
onerseas travel, Parthi 1lar t_l. 1]

Gull destinations

season, sabd the International that are key routes
executive, on ﬂgh{_g from [ Incliams cairrliers,
the condition of NMIA, originally the exerutive sabid
.u::}ul_'.u:::]::l'. - meant Lo start on | Ili_u'».'. @ 1.I er,
nln-n.l lT'I:-Ii an L: !.:iLII 23 Hmlﬁh';:f;f hl.i:':-diilhm::li L:Ll'jllzlul:
start date at this p B ights to West

podnt, but we 0theUS-ranwar

expect Intermns- =
tional departures

to commence once the Gulf

attatbon stubilzes.” theesee-
utive added
Albrlines had lined up nearly

Asla since the
=1 start of the lran
war, which has

alsn ledd 1o higher fuel prices
] Bonger Ty onars Tor ade-
liswes. Several major alrports in
the reglon have halted or

severely limiied foregzn Mighis
for the Toreseeabls future
Dbl International Alrport
s lmited foreggn Qlghis wnd
May, Rewtersveported, clting a
jprivate el to airbnes on 27
March that sabd carriers would
e b d o vostnel tr 1 e
day. From the start of the war
an 27 February to 20 March,
Indian and I-ut'L'Igll CIITiers
have brought hack 558952
stranded lndian passengers
from West Asta, the civil avia-
tlon minkstry said na repdy n
thie Lok Sabdha on 2 April,

Emakls seni to MM dlie st
el a respeonse,

For an extended version of
Hiki sfary, gofo livemint com.
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~l
PM Narendra Modi with the President of
France, Emmanuel Macron in Mumbai on
February 17, 2026 WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

France lifts airport transit

visa rule for Indian
ASHOKE RAJ W New Delhi

In @ major boost to travel convenience,
France has officially lifted the airport transit
visa requirement for Indian nationals, effec-
tive April 10, the MEA in India announced on
Thursday. Under the new rule, Indian citizens
holding ardinary passports will no longer
need an airport transit visa when passing
through the international zones of French air-
ports during layovers en route to a third
country. The move is expected to significant-
Iy simiplify travel logistics and reduce paper-
work for thousands of Indian passengers
transiting through France each year.

The decision follows a decree amending
France’s 2010 regulations on foreign entry
requirements. The updated rules were for-
mally adopted and published in the French
Official Gazette on April 9, 2026.

The Minisiry of External Affairs welcomed
the development, calling it a positive step in
strengthening India-France ties. MEA
spokespersan Randhir |aiswal said the maove
fulfills an understanding reached eadier this
year between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and French President Emmanuel Macron.

"We welcome the operationalisation of
visa-free transit for Indian nationals tran-
siting through French airports,” [aiswal
said, noting that the decision reflects
growing cooperation and trust between
the two nations.

The visa-free transit facility applies
specifically to Indian travellers who remain
within the intemational transit zone of air-
poris in mainland France and do not enter
French territory.

The policy change follows President
Macron's announcement during his visit to
India in February, where he emphasized
measures to make travel smoother and maore
accessible for Indian citizens.

With this step, France joins a growing list
of countries easing travel norms for Indians,
marking another milestone in enhancing
mability, tourism, and people-to-people
connections between the two countries.
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Poll rush pushes up arrivals at Trichy airport

Deepak.Karthik
@timesofindia.com

Trichy: Passenger traffic at
Trichy International Airport
has surged over the past week,
driven by a combination of as-
sembly elections and the sum-
mer vacation season, with a
notable rise in arrivals, partie-
ularly among NRIs returning
home to vote. With polling
scheduled for April 23, arriv-
als have consistently outnums-
bered departures in recent

days, as many travellers
planned their trips to coincide
with voting.

“Due to the Iran-Israel con-

flict in the Middle East, 1 post-
poned my trip to my native
place in Trichy After the elec-
tion date was announced and
the situation improved, 1
planned my journey tocastmy
vote,” said A Sulaiman, an
NRI returning from Saudi
Arabia.

While connectivity from
Singapore and Kuala Lumpur
remains unaffected, several
flights to UAE continue to be
cancelled. Many NRIs from
Gulf countries are instead fly-
ing into Chennai or Mumbai
and taking domestic connec-
tions to Trichy to reach their

Airport data shows a
sharp rise in arrivals from

1,969 passengers on April
13 to 2,712 on April 21

hometowns across central dis-
tricts.
Airportdatashowsasharp
rise in arrivals from 1,969 pas-
sengers on April 13 to 2,712 on
April 21 a 38% increase
within a week — even as the
number of incoming flights
rose marginally from 21 to 22.
“The occupancy rate has
increasedacross domesticand

international flights arriving
here. The numbers could have
been higher, but many NRIs
arereluctant to travel as ticket
fares have surged following
the West Asia conflict,” said H
Ubaidullah, an independent
aviation analyst.

Ajirport authorities also
confirmed the trend. “Interna-
tional arrivals have seen a
marginal increase. Domestic
services are performing well
too. High occupancy is typical
during summer, but the elec-
tions have also contributed,” a
senior airports authority of
India official said.
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® Move will make layovers via French airports cheaper, easier
France lifts transit visa rule for Indians
veworn sz Nepal levies duty on Indian goods

MNEW DELHI. APRIL 23
AGE CORRESPONDENT by PM Balendra Shah has

Indian nationals® travel
via France. ... Subsequent
to  Presidemt Macron's

France on Thursday statement, a  decres

announced that it has lift-
ed alrport transit visa
requirements for Indian
nationals, with the move

being  welcomed by
India.

France said that with
"effect from April 10,

Indian nationals possess-
ing an ordinary passport
are no longer required
to hold an alrport transit
visa when passing
through the international
wone of airporis loc
ated on French terr
itory”.

The French Embassy in
New Delhi also said "this
measure applies to passen-
gers remaining in the
international zone during
a layover at a French air-
port en route to a third
country”.

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

India on Thursday said
MNepal has levied customs
duty on Indian goods
excepding Nepalese T100
carried by cross-border
travellers o crack down
on smuggling but pointed
to statements by a senlor
Nepalese official that peo-
ple carrving household
goodds for personal use will
not be stopped.

New Delhi is in touch

led to anger among MNepal-
ese staying in border areas
and has reportedly trig-
gered protests.

At his weekly briefing,
MEA Spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said,
"We are aware of reporis
about enforcement by
Nepall authorities of a
pre-existing  provision
that outlines collection of
customs  duty from
cross-border  travelers
in case they carry items

with Kathmandu on the purchased in  India,
matter: The action by the worth more than 100
Nepalese povernment led NPR.”

—

Athis weekly briefingon  sald, “During his recent
Thursday evening, MEA visit to India in Febr
Spokesperson  Randhir wary, French President
Jaiswal welcomed the Emmanuel Macron had
French mowve, announced that measures

The French Embassy

would be taken to ease

amending that of 10 May
2010 regarding the docu-
ments and visas required
for the entry of forelgners
into French territory was
adopted, and published in

the Official Gazotte
(Journal OfMiclel) on 9
April 2026,

In its reaction, New
Delhi said, "The visa free
transit for Indian nation-
als transiting through
French alrports in the
European territory has
now been operationalised
by the French
Government.

This follows an
announcement made by
Prime Minister Modi
and President Macron
during the latters visit
to India iIn Febroary
2026."
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Air India mulls potential
workforce reduction

E—
Rohit Vaid
Fiwi Dol

The Tata Group-backed Alr
Lisehia is reviewing workforce
rationalisation sals &
part of a bma.eramnrt w
srabilise finances amid
mounting operaging  pres-
sures, SOUFCES told
hucstiessiine.

Accordingly, the airline's
board Is expected torake a fi-
nal call on measures linked
o lower fight operations,
workforce restructuring and
owverall cost rafionalisation.

‘When conzacted, Alr India
did noc respond to queries on
the r\q:|:n:n:l|:’1:‘z';I pl:o;]pasa]qu s for
workforce ratonalisation,

Dusinessliive on Wednes day
reported thar the aldine ks
evahuting a 15-20 per cent
reduction in flight ra-
tonswhile ar the group kevel,
the curtailment may be re-
strictad to 10-15 per cent.

BENCHING CREW
Consequently, workforce re-
duction has emerged 2z a key
under review after
mternal  deliberagions  on
network rarionalisation
thered .
s 'mm Businessline,
sources sald thar the sirling
b evaluaring measures, in-
cluding benching around 10
percent of crew and a poten-
tial reduction of 5-7 per cent

of the overall workforce as

part of ips cosr-oontrol
efforte.

Presently, the Alr India
Group  employs  around
24,000 professionals.

As per sources, these
posals were reviewed by the
airfine’s managing commit-
v s are Hkaly oo be placed
before the board  next
month,

The review follows repor-
tied losses of around ¥20,000
crore for FY26, which have
intensified intermal delibera-
tions  around  expenditure
comtrol  and  operational
efficiency.

Nocably, eevared aviation
turbine fuel prices, air e
clogures nru:IF; deprﬁm“u;
rupee  have significanthy
stralned the alrline's balance
sheer.

According w sources, the
current financlal environ-
ment may also affect ongolng
investments in fleer indue-

thon and service upgrades.
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Singapore Airlines deepens role at Air India amid record losses

Singapore Alrlines Ltd ks deepening its
operational involvement in AdrIndla Ltd,
as the carrier battles record losses and
recent safety lapses draw increasing
concern, according to people familiarwith
the matter.

SIA has moved some of its employees
into Alr India. placing its executives inkey
roles across flight operations, enginsering

and maintenance in recent months —
areas where the Singaporean carrier has
longbeenconsidered a global benchmark,
said the people, who asked not to be
identified as they aren’'tallowed tospeakto
the media.

While relving on its minority share-
holder for operational support, Tata
Group, which owns 74.9 per cent of Alr

India, is focusing on commercial, human
resources, finance and information tech-
nology functions, the people said.

The shift, the people said, marks a
noiable escalation in SIA's engagement
gince the deadly Dreamliner crash,
moving it from a strategic pariner to a far
more hands-on presence lnside India's
flagcarrier. BLOOMBERG
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Singapore Airlines deepens
role at Al amid record losses

HIHIR MISHRA
april 23 ACTIVE ROLE
: # Singapore Airines
SINGAPORE AIRLINES (514
oy 151A) has moved some

doepening its operational
trmbvement nAir India, as the
carrier battles record losses
and mecent safety lapaes draw
tncreasing concern, according
to people familiar with the
miather

S1A has moved some of i
employees into Air India, plac
Ing its exeautives n key roles
actoss thght operations, engi
neering and maintenance in
recent months — amas whem
the Singaporean carrer has
| E been monsidered a E;I-nh.'l.l
benchmark, said the people,
who asked not o be identified
as theyaren‘tallowed to speak
tothe media,

While mlyingon fts minor
ity shareholderioroperational
suppart, Tata Group, which
owns 74.9% of Alr India, is
mn.ning on  ommercial,
human rescurces, fnance amd
information technology func
tions, the peopls sald,

The shift, the people xaid,
marks a notable escalation in
SIA'S engagemend since the
deadly Drreamliner crash, mov
II'IrFI it I.HJI'II Al r..1l|.-1|{||: FHI.I".:IUEI
to a farmore hands-on pres
ence Inskde Indla’s flag carder.

Smpgapom Aidines stepped up

of its employees intoAir
India, placing its
executives in key roles
across flight
aperalions, engineering
and maintenance
mTala Grou
awns 74,9
af Air Inclia, s focusing
on commaercial, human
resources, finance and
information technology
functions

m The shift marks a notable escaltion in 514 s engagement
since the deadly Dreamliner crash, moving it from a strategic
partner toa far more hands-on presence inside the flag carrier

its Invalwermnent Last year with
engineering and hassince then
expanded across other func-
tions at Alr I ndia,

“We have been working
closelywith our partner Tata
Sons o support Alr India's
transformation pmgrammr"
since the Singaporean carrier
became a significant m mority
pariner in the carrler, a
spokesperson for Smgapore
Aldines said in an emailed
satement, The representative
declined o comment on spe
cifle queries on Air India's
finances and operations,

Spokespersons for Tata
Sons — the group's holding

firm — amd Abr Indks did not
comment onemalledqueries.

Thedesper role comes at a
timewhenAir Indizsrevival
ane of the most ambitious
turnaround efforts in global
aviation — ls proving far mone
complex and costly than the
Tata Group expected when 1t
wion the bid toacquire the air
line from the Indlan govern-
mentin 2021

With losses swelling to
rovaghly §-2.44 billion last year,
repeated regulatory lapses and
a seres of external shods dis -
rupting operations, Singapom
Alrlines now has both the
incentiveand the urgency to

siepin

lts own carnings havebeen
hit by Adr Indix's performance,
and the Southeast Asian arder
18 keen o check furt her deteri -
oration of its 2 5. 1% stake. The
alrline earlier sald that losses
from associated companies,
mostly from Alr India, wers
58178 million (5139 million)
In the December quarter but
that it"s"firmly committed”to
working with Tata to support
Airlndia®s trans formation,

The lack of wisibility on
when Al India can turn aprofit
Isanissue of growing worry for
Singapore Adrllnes, the people
said, BLOOMBERG
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Amid the global churn,

flying into turbulence

ver the past few wecks, several

news reports have detailed the

position in which Spicelet finds

itsell. It desperately needs capital
infusion. is trying to lay off at least 15% of its
G.00-strong employee base, and is strug-
gling for survival And, just 13 of its aircraft
are still operational — less than half of its
fleet size of close to 30 aircrafi (including
wet |eases).

After the pendemic — and the consolida-
tion that the Indisn airline industry has
spen in recent years — Spicelet turmed into
a cash guzzler, In the third quarter of finan-
cial year 2025-26 (FY2G). the airline
reported a net loss of 268 crore, an
improvement from the 2635-crore loss in
the previous guarter.

The airline continues to face significant
financial headwinds, including sccumu-
lated losses of almost 39,000 crore (as of
September 2025), raising auditor concermns
about its ability to continue as a
going concem.

No matter which guarter onc
looks at, the company's balance
sheret is in the red. burdened by the
carrying costs of a grounded fleet.
vendor dues and various outstand-
ing legal payments. In effect, liahbil-
ities far outstrip its tangible or val-
ued nsseis.

As of September 2025, the air
line reported a negative net worth
of 22,8019 crore, A court in the United
Kingdom recently ordered Spicelet to pay
48 million {-270 crone) of unpaid dues toan
engine lessor. Ongoing liabilities include &
£120-million lawsuit filed by Irish leasing
firms and roughly 2400 crore still owed to
former promoter Kalanithi Maran, who hiad
divested his entire stake in the airline in
early 2015,

As if this were not enough, earlier this
maomnth, & Spicefet Boeing 737 was involved
in a ground collision with an Akasa Air
plane at Dethi airport, grounding both air-
craft for repairs.

Prior to this, some Spicelet nircraft expe-
ricnced technical glitches. Some have a
tived feel to them. The airline’s on-time per-
formance has slipped dramatically.

Mirnculoosly, however, its loads are still
holding up. A certnin resilient and knal Spi-

The billivn-dollar guestion is whether the
‘brand and the airline will just fade away or
if its management can resuscitate the

Carrier. MINTARCHIVE

Anjuli
Bhargava

celet customer base is responsible for the
Latter.

Industry insiders and observers argue
that Spicelet’s luck has run its course.
Although the airline could still survive and
stay aroumnd for a while lomger — the govern-
ment is extending another line of credit
from its emergency credit line guaraniee
scheme (ECLGS) — the wider consensus is
that the Spicelet story is fraying. With a
negligible 3% market share, some aviation
experts say authorities are not particularty
concerned about whether the airline will
make it or will go the Go First and King-
fisher route.

If it does go under, it would be the third
pirline tomeet this fate over the last decode.
The hillion-dollar guestion is whether the
brand and the airline will just fade awayor
if its management — led by chairman and
managing director Ajay Singh — can resus-
citate the carrier.

Over the past few years, Singh
has been on an unrelenting fund-
raising exerdise. Fresh capital infu-
sion has occurred from time to
time, but all of it vanishes gquickly
due to the airline’s past dues and
liabilities. In 2023, the sirline
restroctured over 3100 million in
dues to Carlyle Aviation Partners,
converiing a significant portion
into A 7.5% equity siake for the les
50T,

In January 2024, the airline completed a
tranche of capital reising that totalled 2744
crore — part of a larger plan to raise over
#2250 crore. Italso acoessed ECLGS during
and after the pandemic, and received
approximately 21,000 crore under the
revised scheme in late 2022,

In September 2024, the company man-
aged to raise 33,000 crore through 8 quali-
fied instituticnal placement (QIF). The ssue
was oversubscribed and backed by promi-
nent global imvestors such as Goldman
Sachs and Morgan Stanley. These funds
went into getting the grounded part of its
fleet into the skies, clearing statutory dues
including GST. and settling creditor linbili-
ties.

In March 2025, Singh himsell infused
2504 crore into the business, increasing the
promoter-and-associates” stake to 33% in
the process. Attempts to bring in foreign air-
line investment have not borne froit so far.
Airline industry experts argue that the busi-
ness is wreighed down by unresolved legal
battles. This makes it particularly unattract-
ve to any new investors

Although there have been several claims
about the pirline seeking to increase its
operational fleet to 100 aircraft by
2026~2027, the fleet has. in fact. only dwin-
dled.

Some airline insiders and industry
phservers argue that unless the present
management steps down and allows a new
mvestor with deep pockets to take over the
reins, this sagn might come to an anhappy
end.

That said, there are two redeeming fac-
tars — i strong brand recall and a fairly
loyal customer base. These ensure that only
i few seats, if any, remain empty, even as
the airline faces turbulence everywhere clse,

Anfull Blargavd wriles abo
povernance, infrostructiore, and

the social seetor. The views expressed
ikre personicl
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Akasa Air taps Hajj travel to offset flight cuts

Dipali Banka

dipalibanka@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Akasa Air, India's third
largest airline, is tapping into the
month-long demand for Hajj
travel to deploy its aircraft
capacity left underutilized after
services to parts of West Asia
were scaled back due to the
ongoing war in the region,
according to a person aware of
the development.

“About five to six airplanes

were used on the West Asia
route, which are now being used
majorly for Hajj travel,” said the
person quoted above, requesting
anonymity as this plan is part of
business strategy.

Flights to and from Doha,
Riyadh, and Kuwait have been
suspended until April 30,
according to the airline’s April 21
post on X. While it continues to
operate flights to Jeddah in
Saudi Arabia—the main gateway
for pilgrims going to Mecca—
from Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,

Mumbai, Kochi and Kozhikode,
Akasa is evaluating resumption
of flights to Abu Dhabi, the post
said.

Akasa Air did not respond to
Mint's queries on aircraft utiliza-
tion, Hajj travel and the impact
of the West Asia crisis.

The airline has inducted seven
new aircraft in 2026, taking the
fleet size to 38. However, one of
them is undergoing mainte-
nance after a collision at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port with a Spicelet plane on

April 16.

Experts believe this diversion
of idle aircraft can be a tempo-
rary fix in the situation, but is
not a sustainable option.

Airlines deploying their
underutilized aircraft for Hajj
travel is a “practical and sensible
move” amid the West Asia dis-
ruption, but it is only a short-
term fix, said Ashish
Chhawchharia, partner and avi-
ation industry leader at Grant
Thornton Bharat.

“While Hajj traffic is huge and

provides a strong, concentrated
burst of demand, itis limited toa
short window of around four to
six weeks. That makes it a useful
but temporary cushion. Such
deployments help mitigate
immediate losses, but they are
unlikely to fully offset the sus-
tained impact of reduced West
Asia operations,” he said.

Hajj 2026 travel to Mecca in
Saudi Arabia begins in April,
with the first flights carrying pil-
grims having landed in Jeddah
on April I8,
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Singapore Airlines eyes
bigger say in Air India

SIA has moved executives to key roles as the carrier battles record losses

T

ferdbackiivemint com

Ingapore Alrlines Lid (LA is

deepening  lis  operational

Involverment (o Adr Inddia Lid, a5

thi: carrier hattkes recond losses

and revent safety lapses draw
Inereasing concern, acearding to people
Cormafliser with the matier.

SIA has moved some of s employees
Lt Adr Ll B, pllacing lis executives in key
rodes acmoss light operutions, enginecring
anclmnlnterance nrecent months — aeas
where the Singaporean carmier has long
bewn comsbelered a globeld bemchimsrk sabd
thee peogalie, who asked not to be ldentifed
sl aren 't allowed o speak o the media.

While relving on s minority shane-
holder for opermional supgsorn, Tata
Ceroagy, which owns T4.0% of Adr India, is

focusing on cosmmsereial, human resomees, |

finanee and fommation wehnology fime-
s, the peogde sakil.

The shift, the people sikd, marks a
notahle escaliion in SIS engagement
since the dendly Dreamliner erash,
maoving i Fromm & stetegle partner 1o a
B more hands-on presence inskle Indin's
Mag carreer. Singapore Alrllnes stepped
gsits bmvalvermsent kst year with enginesr-
lmg and has sinee then
I"'J\'l.IJ.IHIHJ.ﬂI.IIM other fune-
o at Abr Loadia

SIA owrs 3 251% :I!-dh.‘_- wi A ir Iraclia.

tous turnaround cofforts i global avias-
tioa—is proving far more complex and
costly than the Tata Groupexpecteel when
I wooen the b 1o aequibre thee abrline: from
et Linidian gowermmeent dn 207,

With losses swelling 1o roughly
24 s Last year, repested regulotory
Lagsses, wnil o series oleoternal shocks dis-
rupi g ogeerations, Slngpone Aldines o

LY

DEEPENING

with Tata 1o support Alr Indin’s
transformation. The lack of visflilliny on
wlsenn Abr Dl ean tarm s el o s
of growing warry for Singapore Aldines,
the peogulissald.

But poor Ananclal pedormsmnee is o
theanby challinge el Alr Dndia In's oo
temiling with sethacks Indluding alreraft
Aeewn vl theit adeworthiness contificanss,
European regulutors fagging
L::-I|l|||l.u!||.1.' Issues, and the
e crashy thet foroed thsadre-

“We have been working mﬂwm.;r*;ﬂ :‘:ﬁmmw:{-b"—‘-mmﬂﬂ mhm :'rrd']?fgr” L 10 cut services and (rig-
-, . i ] [ ir lndi e P
|_l|m Iy kil onmr p.mujj dlll'..J Incka st year with al A Incha give SiA i & predit & an Hll.l.l.’l.luh:. |.:1u1u|u_l. of eyl
Sure 0 supipsert Al India 5 enginessingandhas  theincentiveandthe  |ssue of growing neering practboes,
transformuition programme”  espanded funhes UMBEnCy 1o Slep n wory for 514 Greopalitical disnaptions —

alnee the Singyporean carier

frasm the chosure of Pakistani

b signd feant minoriy
pariner in the corrier, aspolesperson for
Singapore Abrlines sl bnan emaibed ste-
et The repmesertative declined to oom-
mient on specific quertes on Alr India's
finances and operatinn
Spubespersons for Tata Soms Py Lid —
the group’s hodding fm—and Alr India dad
D oo nf o emadled quaries.
Thee dieepier role comes at o tme when
Alr India’s revival—ome of the most ambi-

hns bath the incentve and the urgency to
steg i

Its v earmdngss haye been hit by Al
India's performonce, and the South-east
Asiamearrieris heen tociweck forther diste-
rioration of its 25 1% sk, The abdineear-
L saaie] that losses from assoctated] eompa-
ks, sty froem Adr lnelis, were 55178 mil-
lin SES milllon) in the Decemboer gquarter
Tt theat it's " Armby commuined ™ toworking

abrspre tothe conflics in'West
Asla— hovee further inflated eoses by forcing
loapger. maore expsrnsive rowtes al 3 tme ol
surpgiong fet Fused pericas.

SLA CEO Gah Choon Phang and Tata
Groagp Chalrman Nataragan Chandrase-
baran et b Mumbed last week todiscuss
a funading road map and the search for a
new chilefexecutve alficer sfter Cumgbe
Wilson announced his resignation, the
Evononle Thnes nawspaper peporied.
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‘Indian aviation sector to handle
about 500 mn passengers by 2030’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI: The Indian aviation
seclor is estimated to handle
about 500 million passengers
annually by 2030 and reach
nearly | billion by 2047, sup-
ported by sustained demand
and fleet expansion, with over
1,000 aircraft orders in place, a
top industry executive said on
Thursday.

Epra.i.i.ng at the Adrport 360
Expo 2026, which commenced
at Bombay Exhibition Centre,
the executive said that India
is already among the top three
domestic aviation markets
globally, with passenger traffic
reaching around 412 million in
2025, rellecting strong growth
momentim.

“We are already one of the
top three domestic aviation
markets in the world, and we
are continuing Lo grow rap-
idly. Tn 2025 itself, we handled
about 4 million passengers and
3.5 million of cargo, which is
around 20 per cent higher than
the pre-COVID levels” Navi
Mumbai International Airport
Lid CEQ BVTK Sharma said at
the event

The Et'l::wth would be mpi.d,
bt considering that the histor-

ical growth has been 10-12 per
cent, it could taper down to 5.6
per cent by 2044, he said.
“But. nevertheless, we will
see about 500 million passen-
gers very soon, probably before
2030 and a billion passengers
by 2047. Our domestic air
travel is expected to grow at
17 per cenl to start with, year-
on-year and also show a steady,
VETY h:a]ll'ly demand,” he said.

At Navi Mumbai
International
Airport, capacity is
being developed in
phases to reach 90
million passengers
by 2032

Infrastructure expansion is
progressing at pace, with over
16 operational airports and
continued investments under
Mational programmes, he said,
adding that aviation contrib-
utes nearly $54 billion to the
economy and supports millions
of _jubs. with eIMEerging seg-
ments, such as MRO, expected
to play a significant role in
strengthening the ecosystem.

At Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport, capadty is being
developed in phases to reach
90 million passengers by 2032,
supparted by strong connectiv-
ity, digital infrastructure, and
integrated planning, he said.

As demand continues 1o
rise, the focus will remain on

|:|L|.|l:!.1.'|:|.5 scalable, effident, and

future-ready airport ecosys-
tems to support Indias next
phase of aviation growth,
Sharma added.

Addressing the confer-
ence, Sharad Kumar, Chief
Advisor, arts Authority
of India, sz:arl;irpdmt Indias aﬁa:}-
ton sector is entering a defin-
ing phase where growth must
be supported by clear strategic
choices.

“Globally, the industry is
being shaped by digital trans-
formation, sustainability, and
deeper integration across avi-
ation, logistics, tourism, and
trade. At the same time, recent
geopolitical developments have
highlighted the sector'’s valner-
ablli:ty. impacting routes, costs,
and operational efficiency,’ he
said.

I this context, India hasa
strong advantape with rising
demand, expanding infrastruc-
ture, and a clear vision to scale
to around 350 airparts by 2047,
be said, adding that initiatives,
such as UDAN, have strength-
ened regional connectivity, and
the next phase will focus on
long-term viability, efficiency,
and network integration.
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Lufthansa to cut
20,000 flights

ESHE NELSON

London: Lufthansa Group, the
German airline, said it would
cut 20,000 fiights over the next
s1x months to save Jet fuel as
the pressure bullds on compa-
nies to address surging prices
and declining supplies of ener-
gy causoed by the war In Tran.

The alrling sald on Tues-
day that it had already an-
nounced which Mghts it had
trimmed through May. Over-
all, the cuts would save 40,000
metric tons of jet fuel through
the end of October. The com-
pany added that 1t has socured
1ts fuzel supply for “the coming
weaks”,

Alrlines across Europe
have warned that the pro-
lomged closure of the Stratt
of Hormuz, the narrow ar-
tery off Iran's southern coast
that 15 a critical route for
anergy supplies, would lead to
fuel shortages and severe dis-
ruptlons. Aviatlon operations
In many parts of Asla were
already affected by the war.
leading to fllght reductons
and fuel surcharges on ticket
prices.

Europe is the largest con-
sumer of Jet fuel shlpped
through the stratt, Those ship-
ments account for about 41 per

cent of the reglon’s jet fuel im-
ports. Global prices of jet fusl
have rlsen more than 70 per
cent since the start the war at
the end of February, accord-
ing to the Platts Jet Fuel Price
Index

Last week, Fatih Birol,
the head of the Internation-
gl Energy Agency, sald that
Europe had about six weeks
of jet fuel supplies. European
transportation ministers met
on Tussday to discuss the en-
ergy crisis.

Apostolos Tzitrdkostas, the
European commissionar for
transport, sald officlals were
working to secure alternative
fuel supplies, including from
the US.

“And If real supply 1ssues
arise, our emergency stocks
must be put to the bast nse,"
he added. The European Com-
misslon will make et fuel 1&s
first priority as it increases oo-
ondination of the distributlon
of fuel across Europe, he sald
on Wednesaay.

Lufthansa salid it would
cancel short-haul Mghts, fo-
cusing on unprofitable routes
from Frankfurt and Munich,
but would expand routes from
1t& other hubs 1n Zurich, Vien-
na and Brussels.

Mew York Times News Seracs



AJRFN)H!ESA[!IH&JPFTTCJFiNLHﬂs

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA BANGALORE 23 APRIL 2026

Flight held
up for 1.5 hrs
over Hubballi

Times News NeTwork

Hubballi: Fly9l flight from
Bengaluru to Hubballi,
with 21 passengers on bo-
ard, was held in the air for
overone hourduetobad we-
ather on Tuesday night. It
landed safely at 9.40pm at
Hubballi.

Confirming the same,
airport director Rupesh
Kumar said monsoon we-
ather was a hurdle for the
flight'slanding.

“Flight 1C3412 Bengalu-
ru to Hubballi was schedu-
led to land here at 8.15pm,
butitlanded by 9.42pm. Ex-
cept bad weather, no other
hurdle was witnessed,”
he added.

Sources in FLY9 toosa-
id only bad weather was
the reason to hold the
flight inthe air.

1t may be recalled here
that another FLY®Y1 flight,
arriving from Hyderabad
on April 19, was diverted to
Bengaluru after three ho-
urs hovering in the sky.
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Congflags ethanol risks as
aviation fuel rules revised

TriIBUNE NEwWs SERVICE

NEW DELHT, APRIL 23
After the Centre amended the
Aviation Turbine Fuel (Regula-
tion of Marketing) Order, 2001,
under the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1955, allowing
blending of conventional avia-
tion turbine fuel with ethanol
and synthetic altematives, the
Congress has attacked the
move, calling it a dangemus
experiment and waming that
the aviation sector could not
afford thal and emror

The notificationissued by the
Mimastry of Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas onApril 17 takes effect
mmmediately, but the change 15
legal, not operational No air-

line is being asked to switch
fuel vel, and no blending tar-
gets have been mandated
Whathas chanped i= the defini-
tion, opening the door for alter-
native fuels to enter India's avi-
aticm system without requinng
fresh legislation.

In a strongly worded
response, the Congress’ Kerala
unit sail pushing fuels like
ethanol into aviation could
have senous consequences. It
pointed out that ethanol deliv-
ers farless energy than conven-
tional jet firel about 26.8 mega-
jouleskeg as compared to
roughly 432 MJkg for ATF
and sad this gap could directly
affect thrnust in critical phases
of flight, — TNS
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