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TripuraCM ManikSahaholds meeting with AAI
officialstooperationalise abandoned airport

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Agartala, 22 February

Tripura Chief Minister Dr
Manik Saha requested that
Airport Authority of India
(AAI) dispatch a technical
and operational team to
Kailashahar Airport in Unakoti
district to assess the current
situation and investigate land
and related issues.

He also recommended
submitting a feasibility study
promptly that compares
Kailashahar, Kamalpur, and
Khowaiairports with Agartala
Maharaja Bir Bikram Airport.
Ahigh-level review meeting
was held today under the
leadershipof the Chief Minister
to discuss the revival of the

state’s Kailashahar airport
and the resumption of flight
services.

The meeting thoroughly
examined the plan for
revitalising the Kailashahar
airport, which has remained
closed for approximately 35
years. Gyan Batra, Executive
Director of the Airports
Authority of India’s North
Eastern Region, along with
Krishna Mohan Nehra, the

newly appointed Director of

Maharaja Bir Bikram Airport,
participated in the meeting.

The discussions focused
on resolving outstanding
issues and taking necessary
actions torestore flight services
from Kailashahar as soon as
possible. Key topics addressed

during roday’s meeting included
the resumption of flight
services from Kailashahar,
plans for runway expansion,
modern infrastructure
development, and the capacity
toaccommodate larger aircraft,
stich as Airbus models, among
others.

Dr Saha stated that the
study report should clearly
outline the advantages and
disadvantages from cormmerdial,
technical, and financial
perspectives. "Upon receiving
the report, the state governiment
will undertake necessary
actions in consultation with
the Union Ministry of Civil
Awiation and other relevant
ministries as needed,” Dr
Saha remarked.
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Delhi airport ranked 5th-busiest in Apac last year

SURAPEET D&S GUFTR
v Diefhi, 23 Febroary

Dl alsporm hadseen asignificant upwand
move i the pecking onder an the s of top-
10 buslest alrports in the Asia Pacific
{Apac) region from pre-Covid 2009 com-
pared 1o its pesformance in calendar year
2025 CY25)

In2oes, accordingtoaviation data pla-
form DAG, Delhl airport ranked sth, with
4618 milllon sears, after a dramatic leap
fromn the ath position, which i held in2oma
India’s surging domestic demand, fol-
lowed by aporessive capacity growth Jed by
IndiGa, has propelled Delhi In the upper
tier of the pecking onder.

As a result, in the last six years since
2019, Delhl has overtaken several welk
knowm alrports in the reglon, Including
Bangkok Suvarnhhom (sear capacity of
359,49 million in 2025), Singapore Changi
(4257 milliond, and Seoul Incheon (4340
million ) of South Kores. All ofthem where
masch busier than Dedhi bn 2o,

Mot anly that, Delhi has also closed in
on Belfing Capiral, which was the busiest
alrport bn the reglon bn x080, with & gap of
only 31,000 departing sest In 2025 Beifing
alrporn saw a meltdown in the pandembc
and has now settled in the fourth place

with 4621 millbon sears.

With new capacity expanshon by alr-
portoperator GMER in Delhd, having plans
to increase capacity by 30 per cent in five
years, aviation experts project thar itwill
certainly surpass Beijing in 2026, The
redistribution of taffic from Beljing
Capital to the Belfing Daxing Interna-
thomal alrpoet, which took off In 2009, has
been a key cause of the former alrport's
slorwdowy in Erowhe

OAG calculated the busless alrporis

based on the numbes of ane-way departing
saurs firommn the airport forthe year,

Bt while Beljing Capital has bost ot s
AImETG W posithon 1o Tokyo Fanedaair-
port. which has moved up from second
positien in 2009 1o the top, handling 55.35
million departing seats. Belfing has also
concedad ks position to Shanghal Pudong
Alrport. which is now ar number two,
handling 51.1 million sears. This alrpoert 18
now the largest in China. And at the thind
spot. f8 another Chimese airport,

Global order
il Fanking of busiest airports in Asia Pacfic
Blrports Fankind9  Hank in 2025
Tokyo Haneda ]
Shanghai Pudong 3 1
Basyun 5 3
Besjing Capital 1 &
Dedhi L] 5
Seoul incheon [ [
Singapore Chang 1 T
Shenzhen hE| B
Huszla Lumspur n 3
Eamg-guk B 1]
Source; DAL

Guangzhou Baiyun, with 5002 million
seats. OAG polnted our thar mraditional
heavyweights like Shanghal have hosz out
berause of infrasorsctirl constraints.

What is Interesting i thit despite Beil-
Ing's alrports falling from the top, feuwr Chi-
nese aleports are on the top-10 st in Aska
Pacific. And as miamy as three alrposs from
Asia Pacific — Tokyo Haneda, Shanghal
Puclong, and Guanzhou — have also mads
o the global top-10 busiest alrports Lisein
thewoekd roo
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DoT directs Noida
Airport to grant
telcos infra access

THE rLLI:L_I'.JF" IEPERTMEMNT
s witten to Hoida

na =]
Internations Alrport asking it
o take neces :.:r:,r epsta

rable installation of f

e 'u:wr om nfrastructure by
private oparators, asitcited
the Telecom Act and other
rules under which the arpor
qualfies as a 'public entity!
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Yogi:PMto
inaugurate
Jewar airport
next month

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 23

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the Noida
International Airport inJewarin
March, Untar Pradesh ChiefMin-
ister Yogi Adityanath an-
nounced Monday. The airport
will serve as botha major passen-
gerand a cargo hub, the Chief
Minister told a gathering of the
Indian diaspora in Singapore.
“Uttar Pradesh now has the
most airports in India,” the
Chief Minister is heard saying
in a video published by news
agency ANL “And next month,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will inaugurate the Noida Inter-
national Airport, Jewar, which
will be India’s biggest airport.”
TheairportinJewar, the CM
said, “will emerge as a biggest
hub not just for passengers but
also for cargo”. "A very big
centre is being built. We are tak-
ing it forward,” he said.
Adityanath, whoisonatwo-
day visit toSingapore, metwith
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong
onMonday, PTI reported. Wong
posted on X: “Singapore com-
panies have been investing in
Uttar Pradesh, particularly in
logistics, connectivity, and in-
frastructure development, with
potential for deeper business
and investment linkages. We
had a good exchange on
strengthening economic ties.”
The CM secured MoUs
worth Rs 6,650 crore with Uni-
versal Success Group forinvest-
ments in group housing, a lo-
gistics parkand a data centre in
Uttar Pradesh, PTI reported.
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Aiir India plans to expand Australia flights

CE—
Rohit Vaid
i Dulhi

The Tam Group-promoted
Alr India ks planning to ex-
pand its presence in Aus-
tralia with new flighes efther
to Adeladde or Brisbane in
20126, SOUFCEs rald
businessline.

At present, the sirline op-
erates fli from Delhi o
Melbourne and Svdney, with
dally services to borh destin-
AThOMmE. 5 ing o Festess-
e, mqj.‘:f:-]:l I;‘Ejd the pro-
E&:‘{ service Is expected 1o

operated using Air India’s
refurbished Boeing 787
alreraft.

THE TIMELINE

Notably, the timeline for
such flighes d ds on the
return of these alreraft to
service from Air India’s on-

DAILY SERVICES. At present, the sirline operates flights from
Dielhi to Melbourne and Sydney

Ing exerclse of refitrin
Esmrnliﬁv.'i:hmwhmlam §
Meanwhile, the aidine is
ed vo receive around
five new wide-body alreraft
in 2026, When contacted, Alr
India did mot respond to
bustreessline's queries.
Besides, Air India intends
o introdoce its upgraded

premium product line-up on
roures to the Unled States,
Anstralla, Capada  and
Evropean citles.

FREMIUM PRODUCTS
The alrlime offers premium
E'mdum on flights v New
ork, London and Frankfurr,
which are operated on Boe-

Ing 777, some Boeing 787 and
Abrbos AR50 alrersfT Among
the three major long-haul
markets, Ausrralia is expec-
ted to see new flighrs oper-
ated on refurbished or wp-
gradod aireraft.

PROPOSED SERVICES
Sources indicared that the
proposed Australian services
may be operated from Murm-
bai and Bengaloru, in line
with the akrlime's strategy to
strengthen multiple metro
hubs and distribute long-
hanl operations  bevond
Delhi.

fromm Australia, Air
India is also mluax.ing addi-
tlonal long-haul o Ir-
ies, including pmmu.w
services w0 Johanmesburg
amd Jakarta and highes fre-
quenches to Tokyo as past of
is medium-term  network
growth plans, sources added.
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MORE TAKERS FOR IN-FLIGHT LUXURY

Airlines Bet on
India ‘Business’
Scaling new Highs

Swanky lounges, upgraded suites,
curated cuisine — players spend
billions to up premium experience

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Air India, Emirates, and Lufthansa are
among carriers spending billions to upgrade cabins as
well as food and beverage selections, betting that Indi-
ans will pay more to travel by first and business class.
The share of firstand businessclass seats beingdeplo-
yed by carriers connecting fnreign destinations to In-
dia has surged more than 31% in the last two years, ac-
cording to Cirium, an aviation data analytics firm.
Capacity on these two
classes has more than

doubled from 2021, when CIass A(t

the pandemic largely

Number of First &

squeezed demand for :
s W Business Class flplgats
Spearheading this (million)

growth is Ailr India,
which under a $400 mil-
lion cabin retrofit pro-
gramme 1s doubling the
number of premium se-
ats on its flights. In the
last one month, the Tata
Groupairline unveiled a
brand new Boeing 787
Dreamliner jet and a
plush lounge at its main
hub at Delhi airport
which features a
sleeper suite for
passengers  on

longlayover.

2021
2022
2023
2024
2025

Higher
Fares »» 10

Source:
Cirium

Eve on Higher Fares

» From Page 1

AirIndiaisslated toinductsix addi-
tional long-haul Dreamliners this
year and aims to replicate such lo-
unges at its other popular destina-
tions like San Francisco and New
York.

Emirates said it will soon deploy
planes with upgraded cabinsrefres-
hed under a $500 billion program-
me. “Over the last few years, we ha-
ve seen a clear shift in how Indian
travellers approach long-haul jour-
neys, with a growing preference for
comfort, flexibility, and a more pre-
mium travel experience,” said an
Emirates spokesperson. “We look
forward to progressively introdu-
cing more updated aircraft across
the network.”

Starting July, German carrier
Lufthansa will start offering Alleg-
ris seats for business class custo-
mersonBoeing 787 planes on flights
to Delhi. Lufthansa’s business class
suites would be fully enclosed, with
sliding doors to create a “feeling si-
milar toahotel room,” according to
the airline.

Such upgrades are costlier for air-
lines to operate as the seats are hea-
vier, impacting operating costs, but
Air India CEO Campbell Wilson sa-
id this would allow the airline to
charge significantly more from its
premium customers. “We are alrea-

dy seeing the benefit of operating
planes with new interiors on routes
like Dubai, New York, London in
terms of higher yields as against
our competitors,” Wilson said. "As
more and more new aircraft join, it
will only improve.”

Business class fares from India to
Asianand European hubsarelikely
totrend higher while stayingflat on
North American routes, per a re-
port by American Express Global
business travel. “Asia’s fast-expan-
ding economies are set to boost do-
mestic and intraregional travel.
Where supply fails to keep pace
with burgeoning demand,” it said.

ELITEINDIA ON THE MENU

Global carriers are also racing to
improve in-flight “soft products™
as supply chain disruption across
the aerospace industry has caused
long waits for carriers seeking to
deploy the latest seats or planes.
They are tying up with celebrity
Indian chefs to curate menus
which appeal to premium pas-
sengers.

Qatar Airways has partnered
with Michelin star winner Gari-
ma Arora to design an exclusive
Business Class menu for routes
from Doha to India while Singapo-
re Airlines is offering a menu cu-
rated by celebrity chef Sanjeev
Kapoor to its business class fliers.
Air India has added tequila to its
on-board beverage menu as part
of arefresh.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHI 24 FEERUARY 2026

Relief to InterGlobe & SpiceJet in IGST
Row, SC Rejects Customs’ Review Plea

Indu Bhan

New Delhi: In a rellef (o InterGlobe Avin
tion and Spleset, the Supreme Court has re-
jected review petitions filed by the customs
department seeking to impose retrospective
integrated poods and services tax on reim-
portof alrerafl or alreraft parts into Indin al-
ter thelr repairs outsidoe the country

“Having carefully gone through the review
petitions, the orderts) under challenge and
ihe papers annexed therewith, we are satisfi-
ad that there is o error apparent on the face
of the record or any merit in these review pe-
titlons, warranting reconsideration of the
order impugned. The roview petitions are,
accordingly, dismissed,” a bench comprising
Justiees BV Nagarathna and KV Viswanat-
hanheld.,

In.July, the apex court had dismissed thede-
partment's apgpeal thot claimed that an
amended notifleation |ssued in 2021 would
hinve refrospective ellect rom the original
exemption notification of 2017, a stand that
was rejected by the bench then. “You can't do
it by a retrospective amendment. . I the 2007
notifieation did not cover IGST, you eanno

use the 2021 notification to impose it retro-
spectively” the benich said,

Now, i plea seeking review of the July judg
meenil hns nlso been rejected

The Delhi High Court [n March last yvear
had also declared as unconstitutional the le-
v¥ of IGST on reimported aircraft engines
and aireraft parts that were repaired and ser-
vieed abroad

In the 2017 notifeation, due to exemptions,
the alrlines were required to only pay ‘duty
of customs’ on the fair cost of repairsand the

cost of msurance and freight

.4;: l ./ charges, both ways and not the

integrated tax, However, in the

el 01 notification, the govern

mient sald that the alrlines wore

required to pay integrated tax, inaddition to

the basic customs duty on the fair cost of 1o-

pairs and the cost of insurance and freight
charges.

The department sabkd that that InterGlobe
nnd Splesdet lmd o pey the integrabed tax al
sofor 2017 to 2021, which otherwise wasnot le-
viable under the un-amended 2001 notifica-
thon. In August, Customs, Excise and Service
Tax Appellate Tribunal ruled that the 2021
notification was not retrospective in nature
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@ Air Traffic

In December 2025, the number of domestic flights from Mumbai fell around
1.5% over December 2024 levels. International flights rose about 3%.

Number of domestic flights
24,000

20,175 19,834 19,87
18,000
12,000
5,000
0
Dec-24 Jun-25 Dec-25
Number of international flights
9,000
8,036 8,266
7,300
5,000
3,000
Dec-24 Jun-25 Dec-25

Source: Airparts Authority of India
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Supreme Court says airfare
spikes are a ‘serious concern’

The development follows festive season spikes in airfares and add-on charges

e e
utkarsh.anandé@hmdustamtimes.com
HEW DELHI

he Supreme Courl on Monday

termed the unpredictable Muctua-

thors Encabrfares and ancillary charges

Bewed] by private alrlines as “serlous,”

asking the government 1o consbder
thee issae and provide a formal response.

A hench of justices Vilkram Nath and San-
deep Mehta sald that luctuating abrfares and
adid-on charges during festive seasons werea
miaiter ola “very serious concem” warranting
consideration nncer Artlcle 32 of the Constim-
thom.

The bench made the observatbon whils hear-
Iy et petizdon fled by social activis 5. Lax-
minarayan, seeking regulatory guldelines (o
curb unprediciable and sleep variations in alr-
Eares,

“This i & very serous concern, Otherwise,
we don't entertain Article 32 petition {for
enforcement of fundamental righis),®
remarked the bench, underscoring that the
muaiter merited the Cownt’s aitention.

Appearing forthe Undon government, adedi-
tional solicitor general Anil

Rauishik informed thecourt that i.-'ﬁnh“fltﬂﬂ Iim!ﬁ

thes fssue was bedng ecmined

“at the highest level”. and that

an:affidavie would be fled within four wesks.
“The solleitor general sl called o meeting.

We have taken the mattertothe highess level.

Weare indiscussion with the highest mnhority.
Fourr weehs” time may be given: we will come
upwith s counter,” Kaushik sulimitied.
Taking noteof the statement,
thee bench sdljourned the matter
[t Further conskderation to 23
March. "ASG Anil Kaushik,
apgeearing for the Undon, states that four weeks
thme be granded 1o the minkstry of elvil avistion
to flle an affidavit following the dediberation.

List this matteron 23 March,™ the order stated.
When the Federation of Indlan Aldines
sonagh to be impleaded in the proceedings, the
b declined toalbow it a2 this stage. Indica-
b thunt thee excecintive woulid fiest tacke a call, the
bench olserved: = The Unbom will desd with yow.
They will call you before taking a decisbon.
Thiey will constitute a commires and take a
decision. It s for the mindstry fo decide. 1 they
don't, we will conslder that Iateron, ™ [t sabd.
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Actively considering issues related to surge

in airfares dunng festivals,

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Centre on Monday told the
Supreme Court that the Ministry of Civil
Aviation was actively considering the
issues raised in a PIL which sought reg-
ulatory guidelines to control the unpre-
dictable fluctuations in airfare and
ancillary charges imposed by private
airlines in India.

A bench of Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta, which termed the
issue as "serious”, granted four weeks
to the Centre for the conclusion of the
deliberations on the issue flagged in the
public interest litigation (PIL).

"This is a very serious concern.
Otherwise, we don't entertain 32 peti-
tions,"” the bench said.

Appearing for the Centre, Additional
Solicitor General Anil Kaushik said
that they need at least three weeks to
file their response on the PIL as the con-
cerned ministry is actively considering
the issues raised in the petition.

The bench, which recorded that the
issues have been taken note by the
ministry, posted the matter for further
hearing onMarch 23. On January 19, the
top court said it would interfere with
the "unpredictable fluctuations” in
airfares and flagged the exorbitant rise
during festivals.

The top court termed the exorbitant
rise of airfares by the airlines as

“exploitation” and asked the Centre
and the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to file their replies to
a PIL seeking binding regulatory guide-
lines to control the unpredictable fluc-
tuations in airfare and ancillary charges
imposed by private airlines in India.
On November 17, the top court
sought responses from the Centre and
others on a plea by social activist 5
Laxminarayanan, who has sought to
establish a robust and independent reg-
ulator that ensures transparency and
passenger protection across the civil
aviation sector. It has issued notices to
the Centre, the DGCA and the Airports

Centre tells SC

Economic Regulatory Authority of India
seeking their responses on the plea.
The plea said that all private airlines
have, without any credible justification,
reduced the free check-in baggage

allowance for economy class
passengers from 25 kg to 15 kg, “thereby
converting what was earlier part of
the ticketed service into a new
revenue stream”.

The petition said that currently, no
authority has the power to review or
cap airfares or ancillary fees, allowing
the airlines to exploit consumers
through hidden charges and
unpredictable pricing.
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Festival airfare surgebeing examined at
top level governmenttells apexcourt

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
NewDelhi, 23 February

The Supreme Court on
Monday expressed concern
over the surging charges
imposed by airlines during
festival seasons and holidays.

Abenchcomprising Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehtawashearinga petition
seeking regulatory puidelines
tocontrol these fluctuations

Tue,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79233519

in the airfare,
The Federation of India

Airlines (FIA) sought
impleadmentin the case, but
the court declined for now,
saying the same can be
considered at a later stage.
According to the petition
before the Court, air travel is
no longer a luxury but an
essential service for millions,
and sought directions to the
Central government and

24 February 2026

THEFEDERATION OF INDIA
AIRLINES (FIA) SOUGHT
IMPLEADMENT IN THECASE,
BUTTHECOURTDECLINEDFOR
NOW, SAYING THE SAMECAN
BECONSIDEREDAT ALATER
STAGE.

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to frame
binding rules on airfare pricing,
cap surge pricing, regulate
baggage and extra charges,

among others,
Appearing for the
government, Additional

Solicitor General Anil Kanshik
said the government was
looking into the issue at the
highest level, and a response
will be submitted within four
weeks.

The Court then deferred
the matter for further
consideration on March 23,

&



AIRPURT = AU‘I HUP‘!TY UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA AHMEDABAD 23 FEBRUARY 2026

Flyer swallows
capsules with go]d

Times News NeTwork

Ahmedabad: A flyer arri-
ving in the city from the UAE
was found to have concealed
gold inside capsules which he
had swallowed.

Medical tests confirmed
that it was gold, which valu-
ersputat13sgof 24 karatvalu-
ed at Rs 21.91akh. Based on in-
puts, ATU officers of Ahmed-
abad customs intercepted
him on his arrival at the SVPI
Airport from Abu Dhabi on
Feb19.

“Upon interrogation, the
said person admitted that he
had concealed metallic/cont-
raband items in his body by
swallowing them. Based on
an order dated Feb 19 by the
chief judicial magistrate, Ah-
medabad, the passenger was
admitted to Civil Hospital,
Ahmedabad to detect the con-
cealment in his body,” a relea-
se by the customs department
said. At the hospital, doctors
found that theman had conce-
aled three capsules of yellow

Tests confirmed that the items
were gold, which were valued
at Rs 21.9 lakh

colour and one spherical ste-
el-coloured ball.

The medical report on Feb
21 confirmed the concealment
and subsequent discharge.
The govt valuer confirmed
that the metal was gold.

“The same were seized un-
der provisions of the Cus-
toms Act, 1962 since they were
attempted tobesmuggled into
India by way of concealment
in body without declaring to
customs. Further investiga-
tion is in progress,” said the
release.
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Pilot duty exemptions weigh in
heavy on DGCA's summer plan

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aviation author-
ities have begun the process of
determining how many flights
— both domestic and in-
ternational — will operate this
summer DGCA will wei
gh in pilot availability while
approving summer schedules,
effective March 29 to avoid a
crisis like the one seen by Indi-
Go twomonths ago.

Determining pilot availa-
bility, however, is proving to he
a tightrope walk as all major
Indian carriers have got regu-
latory exemption from certain
clauses of flight duty time lim-
itation (FDTL) rules for cock-
pit crew These exemptions
lapse next month end.

Airlines have sought an ex-
tension for the same and
DGCA is reviewing their re-
quests.

Airlines’ ability to operate
any given number of flights
will depend on that decision.
Withdrawing FDTL exemp-
tions will mean fewer flights in
peak summer travel season,
higher fares and public outery

QUESTION MARK OVER SUMMER 2026

Air tndia [N #.310
Al Express [N 3.375
Akasa JJ 1,089

others [N 2,678

COCKPIT CREW AS OF DEC 2025

Al Express I 1,592
Akasa mmmm 800

Weekly domestic departures in summer schedule with FDTL exemptions

IndiGo gl 14,158

A 85%
£ 8%
Overall, at
25,610 in 2025 A 8%
higher than *
2024 ¥ 52%
Saurce: DGCA

Air India m—— N G350
IndiGo I, 5,085

Source: Parliament guestion

— something govt will be keen
to avoid. And extending them
will lead to concerns over fa-
tigued crew stretching them-
selves, something that affects
flight safety.

Air India, for instance, has
been taking longer routes on
its flights to and from the West
due to geopolitical reasons.

As per rules, they need
three pilots for flights that are
over 10 hours long. Since all
flichts between north India
(Delhibeing Al's primary huhb)

and the West are impacted due !
to Pakistan airspace closure,
they have an exemption for
having two pilots on flights
that take up to 10.5 hours. :

“Due to infra crunch, Indi-
Goand Akasa mostly get night |
slots at busy hubs in India. :
They have sought exemption
from nighttime utilisation of |
pilots as otherwise the num-
ber of flights will not grow to |
cope with rising traffic but de-
cline,” said a person whoisin :
the know, i
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No. of flights soars like
never before at IGI on
last day of Al summit

Saurabh Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: At about 1,550, Diel
hi's IGT Adrport handled its hig
hest ever akreraft movement in
A cay on Feb @ — (he Mnal day
of Al Summit in the city G
the large number of top
ness lismedors and hemds of state
leaving on their jet planes, the
alrport crested another record
foriteelf that day by hamdling 9
general — private or charter
avintion aireraft movements.
While the average daily
alr tradfie movemnent al ndl
a's busiest hub is about 1,500
{plus-mints 200 that includes
flight= by airlines. defence,
VI business pets and char-
vers, dilring the siimm it from
Feh 1619, the number rose by
about 20 with the perak oo
ming on the last doy The v
erage daily general aviation
movement is 30 1035, with last
Friday seeingiriple that num
ber The WVIP Palwm side of
HGIA chipped in by providing
park g space (o accomimoda.
te private aircraft that remai-
ned here during the duration
of the summit aml lefl with
thelr high-profile passengers.
(MMicials say 1GIA saw
“impeccable  eoordination”
between  varlous  ginkehal
ders like pir troffic control
{ATC), Indian Air Force, air
side movement, Delhi Inter
nationsl Airport Lid, securi
ty agencies and airines. *Se
nior controllers were deputed
al the tower 24x7. Delhl Adr
port GM (ATCk Tanvir-Ul Ha-
que used ta be here until well
past midnight almost every
day The significant VVIP mo-
wemdmnil was handled ag per
protocol by ensuring  they
don't face any delays either in
alroron the ground."” said so

urces. In fact, the airside of
the city airport was possibly
theonly place tht oo ke
solute traffic cheos in Delhi
during the summil days,

The summit saw one of the
not-so-comimon  times when
allfour munwaysof IGLA were
operational. The fivemonth-
long closure of 1is third run
way (1R/20L) for upgrada-
tion was deforred from Feb 16
to ensure that the summit
and anticipated spurt n aje
traffic — saw the airport at
100% capacity. DIAL was as-
ked to Keep il runways npn,
rational until Feb
chose 11H/ 291, in the nexi o
O W,

A SOURCE
The air traffic seen

G20 in Sept
e alr trallic seen du-
mitich
maore than that during Ganda-
v&. For one, scheduled pas
senger traffic has increased a
lot since then with 1GEA see
ing abut 25 lakh passengers
datly” said sources. On Feh
20, the airport saw 25 lakh
scheduled passengers, only &
shade below the all-time high
daily figure of £.5Inkh

1GTA breathed easy on one
thing that had become n ma-
Jor headsche during G2o
over 60 grounded planes of
then defunct airlines, inclu-
ding GaAlr and Jet Alrways,
and IndiGo planes mwaiting
functional engines from Pratt
& Whitnoy
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