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Pakistan’s newest airportis bit of a mystery

The $240 million project in Gwadar remains
unused with no passengers, flights

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Gwadar, B Februarny

With no passengers and no planes,
Pakistan's newest and most
expensive alrportisabitofa
mysrery. Entirely financed by China
tothe rune of $240 milllon, it's
anyones guess when Mew Gwadar
International Alrportwill open for
business,

Located inthe coastal city of
Gwadar and comipleted In October
2024, the airport is astark contrast
tothe impoverished, restive
southwestern Balochistan provinee
around It

Forthe pastdecade, Chinahas
poured money Into Balochistan and
Gwadaras partofa multibillion
dollarproject that connects lis
western Xinjiang province with the
Arablan Sea, called the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor or
CPEC.

Aurhorities have hailed [tas
transformational but there's scant
evidence of change In Gwadar. The
clity lsiy't connected tothe national
grid —electricity comes from
nelghboring lran or solar panels —
and there lsn't enough clean water.

Analrport with a 400,000
passenger capacity sn't a prioroy

for the city’'s 90,000 people.

“Thisalrport is not for Pakistan
or Gwadar,” said Azeem Khalid, an
imternational relations expert who
specializes in Pakistan-Chinaties.
"It is for China, sotheycan
have secure access for thelr
citizens to Gwadarand
Balochistan.” Canght
berween militants and
the military

CPEC hascaralyseda
decadeslonginsurgancy
in resource-rich and
strategically located
Balochistan. Separatists, agorieved
by what they say is state exploitation
at the expense of locals, are fighting
for independence — targeting both
Pakistani troops and Chinese
workers inthe province and
eleewhere.

Membersof Pakistan's ethnic
Baloch minority say they face
discrimination by the government
andare denied opportunities
avallable elsewhere it the country,

chargesthe government
denies.

Pakistan, keento
protect China's
invesrments, has

—== grepped up s milicary
e [foOtprint in Gwadarto
combat dissent.

Thecityisa jumbleof

checkpoints, barbed wire,
troops, barricades, and
watchtowers. Roadsclose at any
given time, several days aweek, to
permit the safe passage of Chinese
workers and Pakistani VIPs,

Many local residents are
frazzled. The government says

CPEC has created some 2,0001ocal
jobs but i's not clear whom they
mean by “local” — Baloch residents
or Pakistanis from elsewhere in the
country. Authorities did not
elaborate.
People in Gwadar see few
benefits from China's presence
Gwadar is humble but charming,
the food excellent and the locals
chatty and welcoming with
srangers. It gets busy during public
holidays, especially the beaches.
5till, there [sa perception thatt's
dangerous ordifficult tovisit— only
one commercial route operates out
of Gwadar’s domestic alrport. three
times a weekto Karachi, Pakistan's
largest city, located at the other end
cfPakistan’s Arablan Sea coastline.
There are nodirect lights to
Balochistan's provincial capital of
Cruetta, hundreds of miles inland, or
the national capital of Islamabad,
even further north.
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Flight lands early in Chennai
as passenger feels unwell

Since a passenger was not keeping well, a flight
from Hyderabad made an early landing at the
Chennai airport. The flight, which departed from
Hyderabad around 6.45 a.m., was scheduled to
arrive at 8.05 a.m. However, when one of its
passengers felt uneasy, the pilot requested the air
traffic controller (ATC) to land, and subsequently
landed the aircraft at 7.45 a.m., sources said. A
doctor was waiting at the airport, and examined
the passenger on arrival. “It was a minor issue.
The passenger got well within a short time, and
left the airport later,” a source added.
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240 MILLION GWADAR INT'L AIRPORT

No passengers, no planes, no benefits.
Pak’s newest airport is bit of a mystery

GWADAR (PAKISTAN):
With no passengers and no
planes, Pakistan's newest and
most expensive airport is a bit
of a mystery. Entively financed
by China to the tune of USD
240 million, it's anyones guess
when New Gwadar Interna-
tional Adrport will apen for
business.

Located in the coastal city
of Gwadar and completed in
October 2024, the airport is
a stark contrast to the impov-
erished, restive southwestern
Balochistan province around
it. For the past decade, China
has poured money into Balo-
chistan and Gwadar as part of a
multibillion dallar project that
connects its western Xinjlang
provinee with the Arabian Sea,
called the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor or CPEC.

Authorities have hailed it
as transformational but theres
scant evidence of change in
Gwadar The ety isn't con-

—— - -

nected to the national grid
— electricity comes [rom
neighboring Iran or solar pan-
els — and there isot enough
clean water.

An  airport with a
400,000 passenger capacity
isn't a priority for the city's
90,000 people.

“This airport is not for Pak-
istan or Gwadar said Azeem
Khalid, an international rela-

tions expert who specializes in
Pakistan-China ties. “It is for
China, so they can have secure
access for their citizens 1o Gwa-
dar and Balochistan”

Caught between militants
and the military

CPEC has catalysed a
decadeslong insurgency in
resource-rich and strategically
located Balochistan. Separat-
ists, aggrieved by what they

# CPEC hes eatalysed a
decadeslong insurgency
in resource-rich and
strategically becated
Balochistan

» Separatists, oggrieved
by what they say is
state exploitation at the
expense of locals,
are fighting for inde-
pendence

say is state exploitation at the
expense of locals, are ﬁghl‘ing
for independence — largeting
both Pakistani troops and Chi-
nese workers in the provinee
and elsewhere.

Members of Pakistarts eth-
nic Baloch minority say they
face discrimination by the
government and are denied

portunities available else-
where in the country, charges

the government denies. Paki-
stan, keen to protect Chinas
investments, has stepped up its
military footprint in Gwadar 1o
combat dissent.

The city is a jumble of
checkpoints, barbed wire,
trowps, barricades, and watch-
towers. Roads dose al any
given time, several days a week,
Lo permit the safe passage of
Chinese workers and Pakistani
VIPs.

Gwadar locals see little
benefit from Chinas CPEC,
with jobs scarce and heavy
security stoking resentment.
Many residents recall better
times before water shortages
and economic struggles.

Protests erupled over poor
living conditions but yielded
no progress, Security concerns
delayed the airport’s inaugura-
tion, and locals were excluded
from jobs. Rising militancy
and government crackdowns
fuel tensions, AGER(IES



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIF?FLJHISAUIHDH‘H Y OF iNUlA

THE PIONEER

DELHT

24 FEBRUARY 2025

No passengers, no planes, no
benefits at Pak newest airport

PTI® GWADAR

Wl'lh no passengers and
no planes, Pakistan's
newest and most expensive
atrport is 2 bit of a mystery.
Entirely financed by China to
the tune of USD 240 million, its
anyones guess when New
Gwadar [nternational Airport
will open for business.
Located in the coastal city of
Gwadar and completed in
October 2024, the airport is a
stark contrast Lo the impover-
ished, restive southwestern
Balochistan province around it
For the past decade, China has
money into Balochistan
and Gwadar as part of a multi-
billion dollar project that con-
nects its western Xinjlang
province with the Arabian Sea,
called the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor or CPEC.
Authorities have hailed it as
transformational but theres
scant evidence of change in
Grwadar, The city isn't connect-
ed to the national grid — elec-
tricity cames from neighboring
Iran or solar panels — :m&
there isn't enough clean water.
An airport with a 400,000 pas-

senger capacity isn't a priority
for the city’s 90,000 people.
“This atrport is not for Pakistan
ar Gwadar sad Azeern Khalid,
an international relations
experl who specializes in
Pakistan-China ties. "It is for
China, o they can have secure
access for their cilizens lo
Gwadar and Balochistan
Caught between militants and
the military: CPEC has catal-
ysed a decadeslong insurgency
in resource-rich and strategical-
ly located Balochistan.
Separatists, aggrieved by what
they say is state exploitation at
the expense of locals, are fight-
ing for independence — tarpet-
ing both Pakistani troops and
Chinese workers in the
provinee and elsewhere.
Members ol Pakistan's ethnic
Baloch minority mr. they lace
discrimination b y the govern-
ment and are denied opportu-
nities available elsewhere in the
country, charges the govern-
ment denigs.

Pakistan, keen to prolect
China's investments, has
stepped up its military footprint
in Gwadar to combat dissent
The city i a jumble of check-

oints, barbed wire, troops,

arricades, and walchtowers.
Roads close at any given time,
several days a week, to permit
the safe passage of Chinese
workers and Pakistani VIPs.
Intelligence officers monitor
journalists visiting Gwadar.
The city’s fish market is deemed
too sensitive for coverage.
Many local residents are fraz-
tled. "Nobody used 1o ask
where we are going, what we
are doing, ang what is your
name,” said 76-year-old
Gwadar native Khuda Bakhsh
Hashim. “We used to enjoy all-
night picnics in the mountains
or rural areas”
“We are asked lo prove our
identity, who we are, where we
have come from." he added
“We are residents. Those whao
ask should identily themselves
a5 lo who they are”
Hashim recalled memories,
warm like the winter sunshine,
of when Gwadar was part of
Oman, not Pakistan, and was
i stop lor passenger ships
heading to Mumbai People
didnt go to bed hungry and
men found work easily, he

said.
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No passengers, no planes: China- ﬁmded $240m Gwadar airport sits idle

Gwadar: With no passengers
and no planes, Pakistan’s ne-
west and most expensive air-
portisabitof amystery Entir-
ely financed by China tothe tu-
neof $240million, it'sanyone’s
guess when New Gwadar Inte-
rnational Airport will open
for business. Located in the co-
astal city of Gwadar and com-
pleted in Oct 2024, its a stark
contrast to the impoverished,
restive southwestern Balo-
chistan province around it.
For the past decade, China
has poured money into Balo-
chistan and Gwadar as part of
a multibillion dollar project
that connects its western Xin-
jlang province with Arabian
Sea, called the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor or CPEC.
Authorities have hailed it
as transformational but the-
re’s scant evidence of change
in Gwadar. Thecity isn’'t conn-

ected to the national grid —
electricity comes from Iran or
solar panels — and there isn’t
enough clean water. An air-
port with a 400,000 passenger
capacity isn’t a priority for
the city’s 90,000 people.

“This airport is not for Pa-
kistan or Gwadar,” said Aze-
em Khalid, an international
relations expert who speciali-
ses in Pakistan-China ties. “It
is for China, so they can have
secureaccess for their citizens
to Gwadar and Balochistan.”

CPEC has catalysed a deca-
deslong insurgency in resour-
ce-rich and strategically loca-
ted Balochistan. Separatists,
aggrieved by what they say is
state exploitation at the expen-
se of locals, are fighting for in-
dependence — targeting Paki-

stani troops and Chinese wor-

kers in the province and else-
where. Members of Pakistan’s

MADE BY CHINA, FOR CHINA? Completed in Oct 2024, the New Gwadar
International Airport a stark contrast to the impoverished and restive
Balochistan province around it. ‘This airport is not for Pakistan or Gwadar,’
said Azeem Khalid, an international relations expert. ‘It is for China, so they
can have secure access for their citizens to Gwadar and Balochistan’

ethnic Baloch minority say
they face discrimination by
govtandaredenied opportuni-
ties available elsewhere in the
country, charges govt denies.
Pakistan, keen to protect
China’s investments, has step-
ped up its military footprint in

Gwadar to combat dissent.
The city 1s a jumble of check-
points, barbed wire, troops,
barricades, and watchtowers.
Roads close at any given time,
several days a week, to permit
the safe passage of Chinese
workers and Pakistani VIPs.

Intelligence officers moni-
tor journalists visiting Gwad-
ar. Its fish market is deemed
too sensitive for coverage.

Many locals are frazzled.
“Nobody used to ask where we
are going, what we are doing,
and what is your name,” said
Khuda Bakhsh Hashim, 76.
“Weused toenjoy all-night pic-
nics in the mountains or rural
areas. We are residents. Those
who ask should identify them-
selvesastowhothey are.”

Hashim recalled when Gw-
adarwaspartof Oman, not Pa-
kistan, and was a stop for pass-
enger ships heading to Mumb-
al. People didn't go hungry
and found work easily, he said.

But Gwadar's water has
dried up because of drought
and unchecked exploitation.
So has the work. Govt says
CPEC has created some 2,000
local jobs but it’s not clear wh-

om they mean by “local” — Ba-
loch residents or Pakistanis
from elsewhere in the country;
Authorities did not elaborate.
There 1s a perception Gwa-
dar is dangerous or difficult to
visit — only one commercial
route operates out of its do-
mestic airport, three times a
week to Karachi, Pakistan’s
largest city. There are no dire-
ct flights to Balochistan's pro-
vincial capital of Quetta, or
national capital of Islamabad.
Security concerns delayed
the inauguration of the inter-
national airport. There were
fears the area’s mountains —
and their proximity to the air-
port — could be the ideal
launchpad for an attack. Inste-
ad, PM Shehbaz Sharif and his
Chinese counterpart Li Qiang
hosted a virtual ceremony.
The inaugural flight was off li-
mits to media and public. ap
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Growing menace of bomb scares
i indian aviation sector
Airline-wise data on hows bomb thrests recahved n 204

Mumber
Rirfine of bamh

‘hreats
Indign 206
Air Indin T3
Vistarm 153
Akisi T2
Spicejet . 3§
Alliance Air 26
Airindia Express 10
Stir Air 14
Emiratos 5
Aif Arabia 3 o
Aernflat 1 e
Air Canada 1 “‘
Cathay Facilic 1 A
Etihad 1
Mok Air 1
Theail Lson Air 1
Total 28
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Air India attracts Union
minister’s ire over broken seat

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Saturday targeted Air India
for allotting him a “broken
and sunken” seat, describing
it as an “unethical” practice
by theairlineto make flierssit
on “bad and uncomfortable”
seatsafter charging them full
amount.

The airline apologised to
the minister and assured him
thatitwill ensure such things
donothappen.

Chouhan was flying from
Bhopal to Delhi for official
engagements.

Taking to X, the minister
said he had booked a ticket
on the flight A1436 and was
allotted seat number 8C. “I
went and sat on the seat, the
seat was broken and sunken
in. It was uncomfortable to
sit,”hesaid.

When he asked the airline
crew why theseatwasallotted
to himifitwas bad, Chouhan
said they told him that the
management had been in-
formed earlier that this seat
was not good and its ticket

o

| don't care about discomfort
in sitting but it is unethical to
make passengers siton bad
and uncomfortable seats after
charging them full amount. Isn't
this cheating the passengers?

SHIVRAJSINGH CHOUHAN
Union minister

should not be sold.

“My co-passengers re-
quested me to change my seat
and sit on a better seat but
why should I bother another
person for my sake, I decid-
ed that [ would complete my
journey bysitting on thissame
seat,” he said.

He said his impression was
that Air India’s service would
haveimproved after Tata took
over the management but it
turned out to be a “miscon-
ception”.

Responding to the minister,
the airline said, “Dear Sir, we
apologise for the inconven-
ience caused. Please be rest
assured that we are looking
into this matter carefully to
preventanysuch occurrences
in the future...”

23 FEBRUARY 2025
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American Airlines flight to
New Delhi diverted to Rome

An American Airlines Aight from New York to
Delhi was forced to divert to Bome on Sunday
evening. The Italian Air Force scrambled fighter
jets to escort the aircraft to the airport. American
Airlines Flight 44292 ook off from New York on
saturday for a M-hour journey. With four houars
left to reach the destination, the aireraft took a
U-turn after crossing Azerbaijan, according to
flight tracking website Flightradar24. Flightradar
reported that the diversion was due to a bomb
threat. However, there was no official statement
froam the airline. After being escorted by Iralian
Eurojet fighter planes, the flight lainded at Rome's
Fiumicing airport.
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NY-Delhi flight lands in
Rome over bomb scare

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes com

ROME: An American Airlines
flight from New York to New
Delhi was diverted to Rome
Sunday afternoon following an
“alleged bomb scare”, an Italian
airport spokesman said.

The Boeing plane carrying
199 passengers plus crew
landed at Rome’s Fiumicino air-
portat5.22pm (local time) with-
out incident.

The US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) con-
firmed the plane had landed
safely “after the crew reported a
security issue”.

The flight was escorted by
two military fighter planes, the
Italian airport spokesman said,
and “all passengers were disem-
harked and received assistance”

at Rome's airport.

Airport operations were not
affected, the person said. The
plane was over the Caspian Sea
when the airline warned the
crew of a bomb threat.

The flight took off from New
York's John F Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport on Saturday at
around 811 pm local time (0L:11
GMT Sunday), according to
flight tracking website Flight
Aware.

American Airlines is one of
the largest US air carriers, and
is headquartered in Fort Worth,
Texas.

The airline did not immedi-
ately respond to an AFP request
for comment. Its international
operations serve more than 60
countries outside of the United
States, according to the airline’s
website.
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DGCA suspects
tech error behind
false hijack alarm

Neha LM Tripathi
nehatripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: India’saviation regu-
lator suspects a technical fault
causeda false hijack alarm on an
Air India flight last month, trig-
gering an emergency responseat
two of the country’s busiest air-
ports, two officials have said.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) believes the
incident was likely caused by a
transponder malfunction on the
Mumbai-bound flight from New
Delhi, according to officials who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

The Indian Air Force, which
first detected the alarm, has sub-
mitted its report indicating tech-
nical error, one of the officials
said. “As of now it's appearing to
be an error in codes,” a ministry
official confirmed.

The incident occurred at
8.40pm on January 27 when Air
India flight Al 2957, carrying 126
passengers, transmitted a
“squawk 7500" code shortly after
take-off from New Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi Airport. The emergency
signal remained active for three
minutes.

In aviation, transponders use
four-digit codes ranging from
0000 to 7777 to identify aircraft to
air trafficcontrol. The code 7500
specifically indicates a hijacking
attempt, while 7600 signals radio
failure and 7700 denotes a gen-
eral emergency.

Despite the pilot’s immediate
notification that it was a false
alarm, authorities were com-
pelled to follow full emergency
protocols. “How can air traffic
control assume that the pilot is
not being pressured? What if he is
at gunpoint?” explained a former
air traffic control official, speak-
ing on background.

The procedures included the
formation of a central committee
in Delhi comprising police, the
Central Industrial Security Force,
the Airports Authority of India,
the Bureau of Civil Aviation Secti-

January 29: HT reported how a
mid-air ‘hijack’ alert activated
security protocol

rity, and the Air Force, In Mum-
bai, where the flight landed at
9.47pm, authorities declared a
full emergency around 9.30pm,
deploying the National Security
Guard, local police, and other
stakeholders.

An Air India official familiar
with the incident said at the time
there was “no indication of any
crew involvement,” suggesting a
technical malfunction. Air India
did not respond to requests fora
comment. “Overlapping of codes
isa rare phenomenon,” a former
Airports Authority of India offi-
cial said. “However, the reason for
the code sent to air traffic control
needs to be thoroughly investi-
gated.”

The DGCA has requested a
detailed report from the AAI
about the incident. The aviation
regulator declined to comment
when contacted by HT.

Aviation experts said more
scrutiny may be needed. “The
incident can be possible either
when someone accidentally
entered the code wrong or if there
isa technical issue with the trans-
ponder of the aircraft,” said avia-
tion expert Mohan Ranganathan.

“The pilots seem void of folly as
the airline would have evaluated
the FDR (flight data recorder —a
device that records various flight
details like speed, altitude, engine
performance, pilot's actions).
However, a technical glitch or a
malfunction seems like a remote
possibility,” a former AAl official
said.

Despite repeated attempts, an
Air India spokesperson remained
unavailable fora comment.
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Air India faces flak over ‘broken’ seat for Chouhan

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The civil aviation
regulator, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA), on Sat-
urday sought a clarification from
Air India regarding a complaint
by Union minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, who criticised the air-
line's service quality on social
media after he was provided a
“broken” seat on a Bhopal-Delhi
flight.

In a post on X, Chouhan
described his journey on flight
Al436, where he said he was
assigned a broken and sunken
seat, which made his journey
uncomfortable. Chouhan
expressed his disappointment,
saying that he had hoped for
improved service under the new
management.

“My impression was that Air
India’s service would improve
after Tata took over, but it turned
out to be my misconception,”
Chouhan said. “1 don't mind dis-
comfort in sitting, but it is unethi-

cal to make passengers sit on bad
and uncomfortable seats after
charging them the full fare. Isn't
this cheating the passengers?” his
post said.

An aviation ministry official
said, “The DGCA has sought a
response from Air India on the
issue of broken seats highlighted
by the Union minister.”

An Air India spokesperson
issued an apology, saying, “Air
India deeply regrets the inconven-
ience caused to Hon'ble Union
Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chou-
han ji on his flight from Bhopal to
Delhi"

“This does not reflect the stan-
dard of service we strive to pro-
vide to our guests, and we are
conducting a thorough investiga-
tion into the matter to ensure that
such incidents are not repeated,”
the spokesperson added.

Air India has recently com-
menced retrofitting operations on
its legacy aircraft, which includes
complete replacement of all seats
with new ones and refurbished
cabin interiors.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan

The retrofit of the narrow body
aircraft is expected to be mostly
completed by the middle of this
year, while that of the widebody
aircraft will begin shortly and will
be completed next year. The ret-
rofit programme, scheduled to
begin last year, has been delayed
due to global supply issues, sector
experts said.

Chouhan posted about his
experience around llam on Satur-
day. saying, “Today, I had to travel
from Bhopal to Delhi to inaugu-
rate the Kisan Mela in Pusa, hold
ameeting of the Natural Farming
Mission in Kurukshetra, and dis-

\.I

I don’t mind
discomfort in
sitting, but it is
unethical to make
passengers sit on
bad, uncomfortable
seats after charging
them the full fare

SHIVRAJ SINGH
CHOUHAN, Unien minister

cuss matters with the honourable
representatives of the Kisan Orga-
nization in Chandigarh. I had
booked a ticket on Air India flight
Al436 and was allotted seat 8C.
When I sat down, I found the seat
was broken and sunken. It was
uncomfortable.”

In his post, Chouhan said,
“When 1 asked the airline staff
why such a seat was assigned to

me, they told me that the manage-
ment had been informed earlier
that the seat was not in good con-
dition and that its ticket should
not have been sold. This is not the
only seat like this, there are many
others.”

Chouhan mentioned that sev-
eral co-passengers requested him
to switch to a better seat. “But
why should I trouble another per-
son for my sake? I decided to
complete my journey sitting in
the same seat,” he said.

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu stepped in and said,
“We spoke to Air India immedi-
ately on this issue and instructed
them to take necessary action.
From our side DGCA will also be
looking into details of the matter
promptly. And [ have personally
spoken to Shivraj ji as well.”

The ministry also spoke to
Air India's CEO and managing
director Campbell Wilson.

“We have advised Air India’s
CEO to handle the matter on top
priority,” a ministry of civil avia-
tion (MoCA) spokesperson said.
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US flight to New
Delhi diverted to

Rome after crew
report ‘security
issue: FAA

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 23

AN AMERICAN Airlines flight
from New York to New Del hi was
diverted to Rome after the crew
reported a "security issue”, the
Federal Aviation Administration
said. “American Airlines Flight
292 landed safely at Leonardoda
Vinci International Airport in
Rome around 5:30 p.m. local
time on Sunday, February 23, af-
ter the crew reported a security
issue,” the FAA said in a state-
ment to PTI.

Flight AA292 departed from
John F Kennedy International
Airport in New York and was
travelling to Indira Gandhi
International Airport in New
Delhi, India, it said.

In a statement, the airlines
said, "Safety and security are our
top priorities and we thank our
customers for their understand-
ing.” Visuals on social media
showed the Boeing 787-9 air-
craft being escorted by the
Italian Air Force before landing
in Rome,

AP reported that Francesco
Garibaldi, a spokesman with the
Leonardo da Vinci International
Airport said security checks
would be performed as soon as
the 199 passengers on board, plus
the crew, leave the plane. Reuters
reported that lawenforcementin
Rome inspected and cleared the
aircraft to re-depart, it said. The
flightwill stay ovemightin Rome
to allow for required crew rest be-
fore continuing to Delhi on
Monday, the company said.

SThelndian
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Bomb threat forces NY-Delhi
flight to divert, land in Rome

SHEKHAR SINGH @& New Dol

AN American Alrdines flight
from New York's John F
Kennedy Internat jonal Alrport
to Delhi was foreed to make an
emergency landing in Rome on
sunday night following a mid-
alr bomb threat. The Boeing
78748 Dreamliner, with over 280
passenpers aboard, diveriad Its
course over the Caspian Sea
before heading westward to-
wanl Italy

Accarding to flight tracking
data, Flight AA292 took off

from New York at approxi-
mately 8530 pm on Sat wrday for
its seheduled 14-hour journey
to the Indian capital. However,
arouind 10 hotirs into the
Mlight, the alreraft exe-
cuied an abrupt turn
near the Black Sea, re-
versing its path before
heading toward Rome's
Flum leino Alrport
Upon nearing Italian
airspace, the plane wos report
edly escorted by Italian fighter
jets as a precautionary meas-
ure, It landed safely in Rome at

around 5:90 pm. loca time,
While authorities have not
disclosed the preclse natimre of
the security alert, sources sug
gest that a bomb threat
was received mid-fight,
necessitating an imme
diate assessment by
airline and security
oflicials
The decision fo divert
0 Rome instead of a doser
landing site was atiributed to
American Alrlines estahlished
operational base in the Italian
capital.
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‘New pilot duty norms with
more rest hours from July’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Directorate Ge-
neral of Civil Aviation has in-
formed Delhi High Court that
airlines will implement revi-
sed norms on duty and rest
hours for pilots in a phased
manner beginning July 1.

The aviation watchdog also
told the court recently that the
remaining revised regulations
will be implemented from Nov 1.

Among other aspects, air-
lines will ensure that there
are not more than 168 hours
between the end of one week-
ly rest period and the start of
the next under the revised
norms. The directorate’s re-
vised civil aviation require-
ment (CAR) relates to flight
duty time limitation and se-
eks to provide more rest time
for pilots amid concerns over
pilot fatigue and was origi-
nally to be implemented from
Junel, 2024,

In an affidavit, it disclosed
the phased implementation of
the roadmap after considering
the outcome of the minutes of
the meetings among the repre-
sentatives from the airlines,
pilot groups and the civil avia-
tion ministry. The court is hea-
ring petitions filed by Indian
Commercial Pilots Associa-
tion, Indian Pilots Guild and

Photo for representation

The aviation watchdog also told the high court recently that the
remaining revised regulations will be implemented from Nov 1

Federation of Indian Pilots re-
lating to DGCA's revised flight
duty time limitations.

Several significant chang-
es were brought to the exis-
ting norms to tackle fatigue
among pilots, the affidavit
sald, including that the
weekly rest periods will be in-
creased from the current 36
hours to 48 hours. “An opera-
tor shall ensure that the
minimum weekly rest of con-
tinuous 48 hours, including
two local nights, is provided
such that there shall never be
more than 168 hours between
the end of one weekly rest pe-
riod and the start of the
next,” it said.

The affidavit went on to
add, “The operator shall pro-
vide weekly rest at home ba-
se/temporary home base.
The 168 hours shall be calcu-
lated from the end of the pre-
ceding weekly rest period.”

Asper CAR, the maximum
flight time and maximum
flight duty period for flight
operations at night were to be
restricted to eight hours and
10 hours, respectively. The
number of landings at night
was to be confined to two lan-
dings compared to the present
siX.The high court hadearlier
asked DGCAtohaveameeting
with the associations, airli-
nes, and the ministry:.
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