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Sabarimala airport
project flawed: HC

Court slams state over 2,570-acre land acquisition

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agnecy inputs
KOCHI, DEC. 21

The Kerala High Court has
set aside crucial stages of
the land acquisition pro-
cess for the proposed Sab-
arimala greenfield airport,
ruling that the state failed
to assess the minimum land
required for the project as
mandated by law.

In a December 19 order,
Justice C. Jayachandran di-
rected the state government
to restart the acquisition
process by conducting a fr-
esh Social Impact Assess-
ment limited strictly to det-
ermining the “absolute ba-
re minimum” land needed,
followed by a new appraisal
by the expert committee
and reconsideration by the
government

The court found that the
state had shown “manifest
non-application of mind”
while sanctioning the acqu-
isition of 2,570 acres, inclu-
ding the Cheruvally Estate
and an additional 307 acres |
outside it, through a gov-
ernment order issued on
December 30, 2022,

The ruling came on a writ
petition filed by Ayvana Cha-
ritable Trust (formerly
Gospel for Asia) and its
managing trustee Dr Siny
Punnoose, who challenged
the SIA report.

b a2
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careful preparation

Court scraps Sabarimala
airport land acquisition

KOCHI
—_—

Kerala High Court has set
aside kev steps taken by the
state administration to sc
guire land for the proposed
Sabarimala greenfield air
port, holding that authorities
moved ahead without a clear,
evidence-based assessment
of how much land the project
genuinely required. The ru
ling, delivered on December
19 by Justice C Jayachandran,
marks a significant judicial

intervention in a project pr

esented as or itical to pilg ri
mage-linked  infrastructure.
The court was hearing a writ
petition filed by Ayana Ch
aritable  Trust, formerly
known as Gospel for Asia, and
its managing trustee Dr Siny

The petition challenged the

B.C CHERUVALLY ESTATE

: Dol & V.
\ \\tl AR
S — \ﬂ“' TRLS
ot of "'“*vl!w-'- . —

The petition challenged the legality of
preliminary actions undertaken by the
state for land acquisition
]

ions undertaken by the state
for land acquisition in areas
identified for the airport, ar

Funnoose.

legality of preliminary act

guing that the process lacked
proportionality and adequate
scrutiny

In its judgment, the court
found that the government
hadfailed to demonstrate that
it had rigorously examined
the precise land requirement
for the airport before init-
lating acquisition-related st-

€ps.
Justice Jayachandran noted
that large-scale  infrastr-

ucture projects must be pr-
eceded by careful planning
exercises that justify the ex-
tent of land sought. especially
when private holdings and
institutional properties are
affected. The absence of such
an exercise, the court said,
rendered the steps taken
vulnerabletolegal challenge.

The proposed airport

envisaged as a greenfield fa-
cility to improve connectivity
to the Sabarimala hill shrine,
has been promoted as a so-
lution to congestion at exi-
sting airports during the
annual pilgrimage season.
However, the court unde-
rscored that public purpose
alone does not absolve aut-
horities from following due
process. It observed that st-
AfUDTY POWers 1o acquire
land carry a corresponding
obligation to ensure that ac-
quisition is limited to what is
strictlynecessary.

The ruling pointed out that
project proponents relied on
broad assumptions  rather
than detailed technical stu-
dies to justify the scale of land
proposed to be taken over
Such an approach, the court

said, was insufficient when
fundamental rights relating
to property and livelihood
were at stake.

The judgment also examined
the manner in which the state
evaliated alternative  options.
Justice Jayachandran indicated
that there was little evidence @
show that authorities had me-
aningfully considered whether a
smaller land footprint or phased
development could meet ope-
rational needs. The falure to
explore such options weakened
the claim that the extent of land
ide ntified was unavoidable.

Ayana  Charitable  Trust,
which owns land in the area
earmarked for acquisition,
had argued that the process
ignored the presence of in-
stitutions, residences, and
economic activity.
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FIR filed against
pilot for attacking

passenger at 1Gl

Jignasa Sinha
jignasa.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A first information
report (FIR) has been regis-
tered against the Air India
Express pilot who allegedly
assaulted a passenger at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport last week. Police
on Monday said cross com-
plaints were filed by both par-
ties against each other.

Captain Virender Sejwal has
been booked under sections 115
{voluntarily causing hurt), 126
(wrongful restraint), and 351
(criminal intimidation) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

On Friday, a passenger,
Ankit Dewan posted on social
media that an Air India Express
captain assaulted him at Ter-
minal 1 of the airport and his
seven-year-old daughter, who
was a witness, was “left trau-
matised and scared”.

Dewan later posted a photo
on social media of himself with
blood on his face.

He alleged that at the air-
port, he and his family were
guided to use the security
check area that the staff uses
because they had a four-
month-old baby.

“The staff was cutting the
queue ahead of me. On calling
them out, Sejwal, who himself
was doing the same thing,
asked me if 1 was anpadh
(uneducated), and couldn't
read the signs that said this
entry was for staff,” Dewan
posted. Subsequently, the men
got into a fight.

After Dewan's social media
post, Sejwal was suspended by
the airline. Deputy commis-
sioner of police (west) Vichitra
Veer had said nobody
approached the police during
the fight and that the police
found out about the incident
through social media.

However, on Monday, police
said two complaints have been
received via email in the mat-
ter.

The first complaint, filed by
Sejwal, states that Dewan initi-
ated the fight by abusing him
“without provocation and con-
tinued using abusive, degrad-
ing and threatening language”.
Sejwal said he also sustained
injuries.

The second complaint, filed
by Dewan on Monday, claims
Sejwal beat him up in front of
his family members after he
asked him not to cut the queue.
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Pilot booked for “assaulting’ passenger at Delhi airport

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Days after Air India Ex-
press suspended one of its
pilots for allegedly assault-
ing a passenger at the Indi-
ra Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport, the Delhi pol-
ice on Monday registered
an FIR against the pilot.
The FIR was registered
based on the victim's com-

plaint. “We have registered
an FIR under Sections 115
(voluntarily causing hurt),
126 (wrongful restraint),
and 351 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita,” said a se-
nior police officer.
According to the com-
plainant, Ankit Dewan, the
pilot, Virender Sejwal, who
was off duty, physically as-
saulted him near the secur-
ity area of IGI airport’s Ter-

minal 1 on December 19.
Mr. Dewan also men-
tioned that the altercation
left him bleeding and had
traumatised his seven-
year-old daughter.

Row over jumping queue
“The complainant alleged
that the dispute broke out
after he objected to staff
members cutting the
queue at the security

checkpoint, following
which the pilot abused him
verbally before assaulting
him physically,” said the
police officer.

The victim had posted
photographs and shared
details of the incident on
social media that went vi-
ral. In response, the air-
lines stated that the pilot
had been removed from of-
ficial duties.
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Centre prepares plan for construction of
dual-use green field airport at Great Nicobar

NEW DELHI: The central gov-
ernment has drawn wp an ambd-
tious plan to develop a dual-use
greenfield international air-
port at Greal Nicobar, aimed
at strengthening national secu-
rity while also boosting tourism
and regional connectivity.

According to the Detailed
Project Report (DPR), the pro-
posed atrport will function as a
dual-use military and etvil faeil-
ity. The Indian Navy will have
control over the airside opera-
tions and Air Traffic Control,
while the Airports Authority
of India (AATL) will manage the
civil apron, passenger lerminals
and :E.a.t:d]:;::ﬁtf::

Great Micobar is the south-
ernmaost and largest island in
the Nicobar group. The Anda-
man and Nicobar [slands’ main
city, Port Blair, is located more
than 500 km away, while inter-

Indian Navy will
have control over
airside operations
and ATC, while the
AAl will manage the
civil apron

national destinations such as
Phuket and parts of Sumatra
Lie within a 500-km radius of
the proposed airport.

The DPR notes that br}'und
strategic requirements, the air-
port will EiE,niﬁca.nl'J}r improve
connectivity and open L:pmaﬂ'ur
opporiunities for tourism- ed
development, helping position
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands on the g]i.b&l Lokirisin
map. The Indian mainland is at
least 1,500 km from Great Nico-
bar, with Delhi around 3,000

km away. Kolkata and Mum-
bai are approsmately 1,850 km
and 2,250 km distant, respec-
tively. Several international des-
tinations, including Singapore,
Vietnam and Bali, fall within a
1,000-1,500 km range of the
proposed factlity.

Geographically, Great Nico-
bar extends from Ranganatha
Bay on the ¢ast coast to Galathea
Bay in the south, and around
Indira Point—the southern-
muost tip of India—lo Pemayya
Bay. Indonesia’s Sumatra tsland
lies just 180 km south of Indira
Point. The island spans about
910 sq km, with a large portion
drsigqnau:d asthrGEi !E.:'L-::ul:lar
Biosphere Reserve

The proposed airport site 15
located along the r_udr_f‘ljt between
Gandhi Nagar and Shastri

MNagar on the southern side of

the island and is accessible via

a road connecting Galathea
Bay to Campbell Bay, about 30
ke away. Surrounded by hills,
the site will require g,rar_{mg Lo
ensure sale afrerafl operations.
Thie DPR states that flight paths
will IHIEd‘If' pass over the sea,
minimising disturbance from
low-flying aircraft. The runway
is pla.m'm?ina north—south ori-
entation, aligned with prevailing
wind conditions,

The island is home o indig-
enous Shompen and Nicobarese
tribes, The DPR also refers (o the
broader Great Nicobar Devel-
opment Plan, a large-seale infra-
structure initiative that includes
a transhipment port, the airport
and enhanced strategic defence
infrastructure. Under this
plan, the istand’s population is
projected to rise to about
6,530,000 by 2050, from the cur-
rent estimated 6,500,  AGERCIES
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Adani plans to venture into engine
MRO & aircraft conversion space

Besides airports, the diversified conglomerate is also present in the
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) & pilots training business

MUMBAI: Adani group plans
to foray into engine MRO as
well as passenger-aircraft-to-
freighter (P2F) conversion, as
the diversified conglomerate
bets big on the domestic avia-
tion market, according toa top
group official. Besides airports,
the diversified conglomerate is
also present in the maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO) and
pilots training business.

“We have separated the two
(aviation). One is the airport
infrastructure and the other
one is the aircraft services busi-
ness. So that can include dual
use, defence and civilian use.
S0, between Indamer and Air
Works (MROs), we are now
combining the platform into
a single giant MRO com-
pany,’ Jeet Adani, Director of
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
{AAHL), said.Stating that the
MRO is a fast-growing seg-
ment, Jeet Adani said, “Now
we are expanding that as well
to increase our capabilities on
landing gear, paint, P2F {pas-
senger-to-freighter) conver-
sions, and hopefully at some
point, engines.”

The group entered the MRO
segment last December follow-
ing the acquisition of aviation
MRO services firm Air Works
for an enterprise value of Rs 400
crore, strengthening its foothold

‘We have separated the two (aviation).
One is the airport infrastructure and the
other one is the aircraft services business.
So that can include dual use, defence and
civilian use,’ Jeet Adani, Director of Adani
Airport Holdings Ltd (AAHL), said

in the defence MRO sector.
Further expanding its pres-
ence in the MRO space, Adani
Defence Systems and Technolo-
gies Ltd (ADSTL), through its
venture Horizon Aero Solu-
tions Ltd, in partnership with
Prime Aero Services LLP, last
month signed a definitive agree-
ment to acquire a 100 per cent
stake in MRO services pro-

vider, Indamer Technics Pvt
Lid (ITPL). And last month,
ADSTL said it will buy a 72.8
per cent stake in Flight Simula-
tion Technique Centre (FSTC)
for Rs 820 crore, marking the
conglomerate’s foray into the
pdot trainin 5 segment.

We are also expanding our
bases. S0, we are expanding in
Ahmedabad which doesn't exist

» The group entered MRO
segment last December
following acquisition of
Air Works for an
enterprise value of Rs
400 crore, strengthening
its foothold in the
defence MRO sector

» Adani Defence Systems
& Technologies Ltd
(ADSTL) in November
signed a definitive
agreement to acquire a
100% stake in Indamer
Technics Pvt Ltd (ITPL)

» And last month, ADSTL
said it will buy 72.8%
stake in FSTC for Rs
820 crore, marking the
group's foray into the
pilot training segment

today as an Air Works base.
Guwahati and Bhubaneswar
(too) which don't exist as Air
Works bases. So, we will see
some expansion,” he said.
Noting that flight training
has bigger prospects in terms
of expansion, Jeet Adani said,
“Because FSTC right now is
running with 15 simulators, I
personally believe that India has

the ability to absorb 40-50 simu-
lators if we are able to execute.”

“So now for the next,
because it is a recent acquisi-
tion, we are just putting in place
the right processing systems,” he
said. “But the clear vision is in
the next 2-3 years how do we
get this business up to 45-50
simulators all across the coun-
try, Jeet Adani said.

Indian carriers are sched-
uled to induct some 1,700 air-
craft over a period of time.

India will need an additional
30,000 pilots once the pending
orders for 1,700 aircraft from
the Indian carriers are delivered,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu had said
last week. On the investment in
these businesses, he said, “On
the MRO and FSTC side, its a
little early to say because we are
still in the process of finalising
a long-term strategy and then
putting a number to it”

“At the end of the day, we are
deep into it and want to keep
growing our expertise and our
depth,” he said. The group last
week announced that it will
infuse Rs 1 lakh crore in its
airports business over the next
five years and projected a 10-15
per cent growth in the domestic
aviation market, including air-
ports and airlines, during the
next 10-15 years. M
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NMIAL to offer free high-speed Wi-Fi,
digital-1st passenger communication

NEW DELHI: Adani Groups
Navi Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (NMIAL) will
deploy a digital-first passen-
ger communication system
anchored by free high-speed
Wi-Fi when the airport begins
commercial operations on
December 25.

Passengers connecting to
the airports Wi-Fi network
will receive real-time updates
through the Adani OneApp,
which will function as a vir-
tual assistant, guiding travellers
across key touchpoints at the
terminal, sources said.

The Wi-Fi-enabled app
will deliver flight status alerts,
boarding gate information,
schedules and other operational
notifications directly to passen-

gers' mobile phones. The initia-
tive aims to reduce reliance on
physical information counters
and static display boards while
providing personalised, timely
updates.

Adani OneApp will also
offer information on food and
beverage outlets, retail stores,
lounges and other terminal
facilities, allowing passengers
to better plan their time at the
airport.

NMIAL will provide free
Wi-Fi speeds of up to 10 Mbps
across the terminal. Airport
officials said the network
is designed to ensure high
throughput and stability even
during peak traffic, supporting
messaging, digital payments,
app-based cab bookings, emails,

streaming and video calls,

As part of its connectivity
plan, NMIAL has partnered
with state-run Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Ltd (BSNL) to deploy
mobile network services at the
airport. The collaboration aligns
with the government’s ‘Made
in India’ initiative, with BSNL
using indigenous telecom infra-
structure developed by C-DoT,
Tejas Networks and TCS.

BSNL is rolling out its indig-
enous 4G network nationwide,
which is 4G/5G-ready, and
plans to upgrade to 5G in key
metros, including Mumbai. At
NMIA, BSNL will provide voice
and data services for passen-
gers, airport staff and opera-
tions, complementing the Wi-Fi
network. BTl
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Great Nicobar Airport: A boost to Indla s defence, connectivity

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

Planned as a dual-use facility,
the Modi Government has
prepared an ambitious plan
for the construction of a dual-
use greenfield international
airport at Great Nicobar that
will play an important role in
the country’s national securi-
ty while improving connectiv-
ity in the Indian Ocean
Region. Great Nicobar is the
southernmost and largest of
the Nicobar Islands.
According to the Detailed
Project Report (DPR) pre-
pared for the strategic
airport, it will be developed
as a dual-use military airfield

with the control of the airside
and Air Traffic Control with
the Indian Nawvy and civil
apron control and associated
passenger-related facilities
with the Airports Authority of
India (AAl). The DPR also men-
tioned the Great Nicobar
Development Plan, which is
a massive infrastructure
plan envisaged by the
Government and includes a
major trans-shipment port,
airport and future strategic
defence for the southern tip
of Great Nicobar Island.
The population of Great
Nicobar Island is projected to
reach around 6.5 lakh by
2050. Of this, about 3.25 lakh

i

is expected during Phase 1
between 2025 and 2040, with
another4 lakh added in Phase
2 from 2041 to 2055. By 2075,
the population is estimated to
rise to 13-15 lakh. The broader
development plan includes
hotels, resorts, dining and

retail facilities concentrated
in coastal urban hubs.

The current population of
the island is only around
6,500. The island's marine
and forest ecosystems are
expected to support eco-
tourism and scientific

research, alongside econom-
ic activity. The documents
estimate that investments
linked to the airport, a pro-
posed trans-shipment hub,
and tourism facilities could
create about 1,05,000 direct
jobs by 2050. A further 1,57,700
jobs are expected through
indirect employment in ser-
vices and support sectors.

Located near the crucial Six
Degree Channel, one of the
world's busiest maritime
trade routes, the airport is
projected to enhance India's
surveillance and response
capabilities across the eastern
Indian Ocean.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

Great Nicobar Airport: A
boost to India’s...

It will enable operations by larger military aircraft
and sharply reduce response times, particularly
as the nearest civilian airport in Port Blair is over
500 km away.

The site is surrounded by hills, and necessary
site grading has been planned to facilitate safe air-
craft operations. The flight path of the aircraft will
run over the sea, and there will be minimal dis-
turbance due to the overflying of aircraft at low
altitude. The runway at this site is oriented in an
approximate north{south direction, which is
suitable for the prevailing wind direction, accord-
ing to the DPR.

Apart from strategic needs, the airport will
ensure ease of connectivity and hence present a
great opportunity for tourism-oriented develop-
ment that would put Andaman and Nicobar
Islands on the map of global tourist destinations
as well, according to the DPR.

The Indian mainland is at least 1,500 km from
this island, with cities like Delhi ranging at a dis-
tance of approximately 3,000 km, while Calcutta
and Mumbai are located at a distance of 1,850

and 2,250 km respectively. Singapore, Vietnam,
Bali, etc are within a range of 1,000 to 1,500 km
from the proposed airport. The Great Nicobar
Island is situated at the foot of the Andaman and
Nicobar islands and extends from Ranganatha
Bay on the east coast to southwards to Galathea
Bay and around the corner of Indira Point to
Pemayya Bay.
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Cops file case against Al Express pilot
for assaulting flyer at Delhi airport

Tines News NeETwork

New Delhi: Three days after an Air India Ex-
press pilot allegedly assaulted a passenger at
IGT Airport’s Terminall, Delhi Policereceived
cross complaints from both. It registered a ca-
se based on the complaints of the flver, Ankit
Dewan, under sections 115 (voluntarily cau-
sing hurt), 126 (wrongful restraint) and 351 (cri-
minal intimidation) of BNS on Monday.

The complaint of the pilot is under investi-
gation, a senior police officer said.,

Dewan told TOI that he emailed his comp-
laint on Monday. “The crux of the email is the
same aswhat lwroteon X,” he said.

On Dec 19, Dewan posted on the social me-
dia platform, “@AirIndiaX, today one of your
pilots, Captain Virender Sejwal, assaulted me
physically My family and I were guided to use
the security check that the staff use because
we had a four-month-old baby in a stroller. The
staff were cutting the queue ahead of me. On
calling them out, Sejwal, who was doing the

same, asked me if [ was anpadh (uneducated)
and couldn't read the sign that said the entran-
ce was meant for the staff,

“A altercation broke out, Not able to exerci-
se restraint, the pilot proceeded to physically
assault me. The blood in the photograph (De-
wan posted)on hisshirtismine,"” said theflyer,
who was to board a SpicedJet flight with his wi-
fe, daughter and the infant.

Police said the captain, who was flying on
IndiGo to Bengaluru as a passenger to join du-
tv and was later grounded by Al Express pen-
ding an inquiry, filed the complaint on Sunday.

Sejwal’s advocate claimed Dewan initiated
the confrontation by verbally abusing him wit-
hout provocation and continued using abusive,
degradingand threateninglanguage even after
beingaskedtostop. “Thesituation escalated in-
to a physical altercation in which Sejwal also
sustained injuries. CISF personnel intervened,
repeatedly told Dewan to calm down and stop
abusing Sejwal, yet he refused to relent and
continued his misconduct,” the advocate said.

23 DECEMBER 2025
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‘Abuse’ of mkt
dominance:
CClI seeks info
from IndiGo

RUCHIKA CHITRAVARNSHI
M Dedhi, 22 Decembsar

The Competition Commission of
India (CCI) has sought details
from IndiGo airline in connec-
tion with its ongoing probe based
on the information received by
the regulator over alleged abuse
of dominance by the sviation
major, sources said.

The CClinguiry isexpected to
look into exploitative conduct by
the airline that may have led to
larger consumer inconvenicnce
because of increased pricing
after recent Hight dismuptions.
sources said. Abuse of domi-
nance under Competition Act
can lead to exclusionary and
exploitative conduct  The
inquiry in IndiGo matter is likely
to focus on the latter, it is learnk

The informant, a consumer,
has told the Commission their
personil experience with book-
ing of the ticket at 2.5 times the
original cost because of Hight

cancellations.

The antitrust watchdog
wotld however, look into the
issue from the point of view
of larper consumer interest and
not just a single customer,
sources said.

“If the company is limiting
the supply and then hiking the
prices then this is an issue to be
looked into under section 4 of
the Competition Act” the
sources said.

Section 4 of the Act prohibits
abuse of dominant position.

The Act does not prohibit
dominance itself, but exploiting
such a position through unfair or
predatory pricing can attract
penalties by the Commission.

The CCI is unlikely to look

Watchdog

clamps down

& O will look at the bicket price
hikes from the point of view of
larger consumer interest

u [f the company limits supply
and hikes prices, this could be
serutinised under section 4 of
the Competition Act

® {0 is unlikely to look into the
issues related to fight duty time
lermitxtion

into the isspes related to Flight
Dnity Time Limitation {FDTL)
which is the domain of Director-
ate General Civil Aviation.

The CClwould first conducta
preliminary inguiny based onthe
information  received and
then, based on the findings, it
would then direct the Director
General office to start & formal
investigation.

IndiCio cancelled over 4,300
flight= between December 1 and
9. The crisis was triggered by the
girline's inability to manage its
pilot duty roster after the DGCA
fully implemented new. stricter
rest and duty regulations last
month, which increased weekly
rest requirements and reduced
the hours pilots can fly at night.
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Indigo crisis exposes DGCA’s
structural weaknesses, gaps

Ministry queries on staff shortages and autonomy remain unanswered

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 21

The Indigo crisis exposed
serious structural weak-
NeSSes within the
Directorate General of
Civil Awiation (DGCA),
bringing the aviation
watchdog under renewed
scrutiny

Despite being responsible
for regulating the entire
aviation ecosystem, from
airports and aircraft to air
traffic control, pilots, and
passenger safety, the DGCA
lacks adequate authority
financial autonomy, and
manpower to function as a
professional regulator com-
parable to international
counterparts such as the
Federal Aviation
Administration. Operating
under the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA), the
DGCA remains dependent
on the ministry for
approvals on even routine
decisions. The regulator
currently functions with
only about 553 staff against
a sanctioned strength of
1,630, leaving mearly half
its positions vacant. These
officials are tasked not only
with routine oversight but
also with handling emer-
gencies such as air crashes,
air traffic congestion, air-

SAFETY CRISIS

STAFF STRENGTH
553?5. mcﬁnned
1,630, with 794
vacancies as of Nov 2025.
RESPONSIBLE FOR
oversight, emergencies,

and technical regulation
with insufficient experts.

PARLIAMENTARY PANEL

warns DGCA is overloaded, — =
understaffed, and w1 .
under-equipped. N
MANY ROLES DGCA FUNCTIONS under the civil
aviation ministry, lacking financial

handled by short-term
consultants or borrowed
personnel, raising
accountability concerns.

autonomy and in ndent

authority, which delays routine
decisions, restricts urgent recruitment.

RECRUITMENT SLOW
via UPSC; ministry
approval needed even
for temporary hires.

| PAST ATTEMPTS AT

space spoofing incidents,
and airline disruptions.
The shortage of technical
experts, including airwor-
thiness inspectors and
flight operations special-
ists, has left the DGCA ill-
equipped to manage the
rapidly expanding aviation
secton

A parliamentary panel
headed by JINU) MP
Sanjay Jha, in its August
2025 report, warned that
the DGCA is “overloaded,

understaffed, under-
equipped, and lagging in its
capacity and capabilities as
a safety regulator,” caution-
ing that delays in restruc-
turing could compromise
passenger safety

As of November 30, 2025,
the DGCA had 7 unfilled
vacancies. While the civil
aviation minister has indi-
cated that about 190 posi-
tions may be filled by year-
end, a significant gap
remains. Much of the regu-

lator's work continues to be
handled by short-term con-
sultants or personnel bor-
rowed from other organisa-
tions, raising concerns
over accountability and
continuitySources said the
lack of autonomy and
financial ind dence has
made it difficult for the
DGCA to attract and retain
skilled professionals. Parli-
amentary panels have
noted that the regulator
cannot even make urgent

i autonomy (Civil
Aviation Authority Bill
2013) lapsed, never
revived.

EXPERTS URGE
URGENT restructuring,
independent
governance, and
domain experts for
India's growing
aviation market.

| MINISTRY QUERIES on
staff shortages and
autonomy remain
unanswered.

temporary hires without
ministry approval,
Recruitment through the
UPSC has also been flagged
as slow and inflexible, caus-
ing prolonged delays in fill-
ing critical technical posts,
Attempts to grant autono-
my to the DGCA date back
to 2013, when then civil avi-
ation secretary Naseem
Zaidi proposed the Civil
Aviation Authority Bill to
convert the regulator into
an independent body
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BOEING JET RETURNS TO DELHI AFTER TAKE-OFF

Al faces DGCA probe
over engine failure

NITIN KUMAR
MNew Delhi, December 22

THEDIRECTORATEGENERAL
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
launched aformalinvestigation
into an Air India Boeing 77 7-
300ER that returned to Delhi
shortly after take-off on Mon-
day following a right-engine
shutdown triggered by a sud-
den loss of oil pressure.

The incident involved flight
Al-887,operatingtrom Delhito
Mumbai, which was forced to
turn back during the climb
phase after the flight crew
detected abnormally low oil
pressure in the right-hand
engine.According to DGCA, the
oil pressure fell to zero shortly
afterflapretraction, prompting
the crew to shut down the
engine in line with standard
operating procedures, The air-
craft landed safelyin Delhi

Theministryofcivilaviation
said it has taken note of the
incident and has sought a
detailed report from Air India
while directing the DGCA to
carry out athorough probe. The
ministry also asked the airline
to extend all necessary assis-
tance to passengers.

Air India said the crew
decided to return to Delhi dueto
a technical issue and that the
aircraft is undergoing the
required checks.lt added that an
alternative  aircraft  was
arranged and the replacement
flight departed with all passen-
gers on board. The aircraft was
carryingaround 33 5 passengers
and crew and remained air-
borne fornearty an hour before
landing back in Delhi.

DGCA has classified the
episode as a serious incident. A

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READTD LEAD

MID-AIR SHUTDOWN

- i
M Air India Boeing - = Ng}'ﬂw
777-300ER = o
aircraft is - -

15 years old s -

M Sudden loss of B Possible
right-engine oil B DGCA investigation  safety
pressure led to underway; classified directives
engine shutdown  as a serious incident or enforce-
M Crew followed ;r;i?:n
ctandard - ] ﬁbﬂut 335 hﬁﬁﬁd an
operating passengers on board; findings
procedures; safely  alternative ikely

returned to Delhi

flight arranged

AKBARMERCHANT
Mumbai, December 22

AlR INDIAIS set towelcome
three new aircraft over the
comingweeks, startingwith
its first brand new Boeing
787-9.The 787-9,to bereg-
istered VT-AWA upon deliv-
ery, is expected to land in
India in the cnmingda}rs.
The aircraftis the first of
20 Boeing 787-9s ordered
byAirIndia and marks the
airline’s first purpose-built

IrAir India set to induct
three new aircraft

—

787-9 Dreamliner delivered
directly from the factory.
Beyond the 787-9, Air
Indiais also expected to take
delivery of a factory-fresh
Airbus A350-1000in Janu-
ary. This will be the airline’s
first A350-1000 delivered
from the factory and the
first A350 to feature Air
India's own cabin interiors.
Also, Air India Express is
preparing to induct its first
Boeing 737-8 MAX built
specifically forthe airline.

senior official said the regula-
tor would investigate to deter-
mine the causes and may issue
safety directives,notices toair-
men, or take enforcement
action if regulatory lapsesare
found.Asourcesaid areviewof
the aircraft's past records did

Tue, 23 December 2025

notindicateany abnormality in
engine oil consumption.

Data from Flightradar24
showed the 15-year-old Boeing
777-300ER has previouslyope-
rated long-haul services to des-
tinations such as Vienna, Van-
couverand Chicago.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78786109 %
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IndiGo: Short-term
paln, long-term gam

DOMESTICNETWORKANCHORS OPERATIONS

INTERGLOBEAVIATION, the parent
company of IndiGo, is positioning

Fmanc:als snapshot (z cr)
itself to capitalise on India’s emer- arch -

113,530

1,02,610

gence as one of the fastest-growing  Sales cend e,
aviation markets globally. Rising  Ebitda L 17830 | 22960 2? 160
long-haultraveldemand, expanding NP | 56.8 79.5 ad
international connectivity and a EPS (3) | 14,690 20,530 | 24,320
steadyincreasein outbound tourism Growth (%) A A L
are reshaping the country’s airline iV{Sh () - S - i - oot
industry,and the Gurugram-based NaetIEsE i 74 T is i 12
airlinecompany ismovingdecisively o o (%] ! 473 43 1 35.3
tosecurea largershare of thisoppor- ROCE (%) 'ﬂfﬁ 908 23:5'
tunity. Thebrokeragehasreiterateda yout (%) 531 531 53
'Buy' rating with a target price of  y.jyations i '
¥6,300 apiece,valuing the company  p/g (x) 358 251 219
at nine times estimated Ebitda for P/BV (x) 13.7 | 9 &4
FY28.This suggests a price-to-earn- Adj.EV/Ebitda (x) 127 ' 0.8 8.5
ingsmultiple of 26 times. Div. Yield (%) 0.1 0.2 0.3
India isincreas- FCFYield (%) 0.5 2.3 -17
ingly viewed as a Source; MOFSL
structural  benefi- %
ciary of global aviation
growth.IndiGo's strategic schedule

pivot towards interna-
tional opera-
tionsretlects this
shift.Overseas passen-
gers now account for
13.5% of total traffic in FY26 year-to-
date, up from 12%in FY2 5 and just
7.3% before the pandemic in FY19.
Overthesame period, theairlinehas
doubled thenumber of international
destinations it serves to 43 and
expanded its winter schedule by
14.5%, signalling a deliberate move
towards long-haul flying.

More importantly, this expansion
is being supported bya significant
strengthening of the fleet and infra-
structure. IndiGo has doubled its
order forAirbus A350wide-body air-
craft to 60, from an earlier commit-
mentof30aircraft. These planes will
enable the airline to operate longer
routes.Ahead of deliveries scheduled
from CY28, the company has
inducted four Boeing 787 aircraft
through dampleases.

According to Cirium, aglobal avi-
ationdataanalytics company,IndiGo
plans to operate up to 44,035 inter-
national flights during the current
winte rseascn,mnningfmm October
to March, representing a 14.5%
increase year on year.This contrasts
with rivals such as AirIndia, which
have reduced theirinternationalwin-
ter schedules by around 9%

IndiGoisinvestingin operational
resilience. The company plans to

develop a MRO facility in
Bengaluruat acost of approximately
¥1,000 crore overthe next three to
four years. This investment is
expected to improve cost efficiency,
enhance operational control and
reduce foreign exchange exposure
overtime.

Despite these strategicadvances,
the airline’s expansion has not been
withoutsetbacks. Earlier this month,
operational disruptions emerged
after IndiGo’s aggressive winter

STOCK PERFORMANCE

Interglobe Aviat
- Nifty - Rebased

6,700
5,900
5,100
4,300
3,500
§8848888
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https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78784544

clashed with
new FDTL regula-
tions, which cap the
number ot hours pilots
and crew can work. Aresult-

ing crew shortage escalated into
widespread disruptions, prompting
regulatory intervention. Authorities
imposed fare caps, mandated
schedule rationalisation and
required theairline toissue exten-
sive refunds. As a consequence,
IndiGo lowered its FY2 6 guidance.

Following the recent disrup-
tion, revenue, operating profit
including lease expenses, and net
profit estimates for FY26 have
been reduced by 2%, 6% and 18%
respectively. Further downward
revisions of 15% and 11% have
beenapplied to profit estimates for
financial years 2027 and 2028,
reflecting higher employee costs
driven by the new duty time rules
and rising fuel prices.

Despite near-term operational
and cost pressures, IndiGo's long-
term growth strategy remains
intact. Its dominant domestic net-
work continues to anchor the busi-
ness,whileexpanding international
connectivity enhances margins,
diversifies revenue streams and
positions the airline as a core bene-
ficiary of the country's evolving
travel and tourism landscape.

MOTILAL OSWAL
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Engine snag: Alflight returns after take-off

Al's troubled 2025

® JUMNE 12 Flight Ah71 (Ahmedabad-London): Boeing 787-8
crashed seconds after takeoff from Ahmedabad, 260 killed.

® AUGUST 31 Flight Al2913 {Delhl-lndﬁre}: A320neo returned to
Delhi shartly after takeoff following fire indication in right engine.
Crew shut down affected engine mid-air; aircraft landed safely.

® OCTOBER 4 Flight AIT7 (Amritsar-Birmingham): Boeing
787-8's emergency RAM air turbine deployed during final approach.

® NOVEMBER 24-25: An Air India A320neo aircraft operated eight
commercial flights without valid airworthiness certificate. DGCA
suspended staff and ordered internal audit.

® DECEMEER 18 Air India Express (Vijayawada-

Visakhapatnam): Flight cancelled afterted‘mntalesuE o

detected before departure;
aircraft grounded as
precautionary measure

b bk AT

=
T

Snehashish Roy and
Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India Boeing
777 flying to Mumbai had to
return to Delhi airport on Monday
after one of its two engines devel-
oped a technical snag that
required it to be shut down shortly
after take-off, prompting the regu-
lator to order a probe into the lat-
est incident involving the airline
and its subsidiaries.

Pilots observed low oil pressure
on the B777-300ER aircraft’s right-
hand engine during flaps retrac-
tion after take-off. The pressure
shortly thereafter dropped to zero
and the crew shut down the
engine and turned back as per pro-

cedure, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation said. Officials said
the flight took oft around 6.10am
and refurned by around 6.55am.

All passengers were safely dis-
embarked and alternative travel
arrangements were initiated, the
airline said in a statement. “The
crew operating flight AIS87 from
Delhi to Mumbai on 22 December
decided to return to Delhi shortly
after take-off due to a technical
issue as per standard operating
procedure... Air India sincerely
regrets the inconvenience caused
due to this unforeseen situation,”
the airline said.

The aircraft is 15 years old and
has flown to Vienna, Vancouver
and Chicago, according to Flight-
radar24. 3P0
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Alflight returns to Delhi after engine issue

Snehashish Roy
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India Boe-
ing 777 flying to Mumbai had to
return to Delhi airport on Mon-
day after one of its two engines
developed a technical snag
shortly after take-off, prompt-
ing the civil aviation regulator
to order a probe into the latest
incident involving the airline
and its subsidiaries.

Pilots observed a low engine
oil pressure on the B777-300ER
aircraft's right-hand engine
during flaps retraction after
take-off. The pressure shortly
thereafter dropped to zero and
the crew shut down the engine
and turned back as per proce-
dure, the Directorate General
of Civil aviation said.

Following a safe landing, all
passengers were safely disem-
barked and alternative travel
arrangements were initiated,
the airline said in a statement.

“The crew operating flight
AIS87 from Delhi to Mumbai
on 22 December decided to
return to Delhi shortly after
take-off due to a technical issue
as per standard operating pro-
cedure...Air India sincerely
regrets the inconvenience
caused due to this unforeseen
situation. The aircraft is under-
going the necessary checks, *
the airline said.

The aircraft is 15 years old
and has flown to locations such
as Vienna, Vancouver and Chic-
ago, according to Flightra-
dar24.

The Union civil aviation

The pilots observed low oil
pressure on the plane’s right-
hand engine. REUTERS

ministry took cognisance and
sought a detailed report from
the airline, while directing the
civil aviation regulator to initi-
ate a probe. “The Ministry has
sought a detailed report from
Air India, and DGCA has been
directed to conduct a thorough
investigation... Passenger safety

remains paramount,” the min-
istry said.

“Inspection/rectification is in
progress. The incident would
be investigated by the perma-
nent Investigation Board of the
Airline under the supervision
of the Director of Air
Safety(NR),” the DGCA said.

Air India has been under
increased scrutiny after a Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner crashed
shortly after take-off from
Ahmedabad airport in June,
killing 260 people.

In November, an Air India
A320 was found to have flown
multiple commercial flights
without a valid airworthiness
certificate; DGCA suspended
airline staff and order a
detailed internal audit, under-
scoring regulatory concerns

over compliance and documen-
tation.

On August 31, an Air India
flight from Delhi to Indore was
forced to return shortly after
take-off following a fire indica-
tion in one of its engines, while
another Air India international
flight landed safely in Birming-
ham after its emergency RAM
air turbine was deployed mid-
air on October 5.

More recently, in December,
an Air India Express flight
operating between Vijayawada
and Visakhapatnam was can-
celled after a technical issue
was detected before departure,
prompting the airline to
ground the aircraft as a precau-
tionary measure.

With inputs from Reuters
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PILOT WAS REMOVED FROM OFFICIAL DUTIES BY AIRLINE

FIR filed three days
after pilot ‘assaults’
passenger at IGIA

Pragynesh
New Delhi, December 22

THREEDAYSaftera passenger
was allegedly assaulted by an
AirIndia Express pilot atthe In-
dira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA) in the Capital, the
Delhi Police on Monday filed an
FIR in the matter,

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, the victim, Ankit Dewan,
said he returned from his holi-
day in Jaipur and submitted a
police complaint via e-mail. “1
am aware of the developments
in the matter in the past few
daysand have submitted an of-
ficial complaint via e-mail to
the Delhi Police. I would not
commentonthematter further
till T get an update from the po-
lice,” Dewan said.

Police said an FIR has been
registered under sections 115
(voluntarily causing hurt), 126
(wrongful restraint), and 351
(threatening someone) of the
BNS based on Ankit Dewan’s
complaint

“A complaint was received
today through email from
Ankit Dewan. FIR is being reg-
istered in the marter under ap-
propriate sections of law and
the investigation will be taken
up,” Additional CP (IGI) Vi-
chitra Veer said.

Pilot Virender Sejwal claimed
the incident was misreprese-
nted on social media. vioEo cras

The incident took place on
Friday when an Air India Ex-
press pilot allegedly physically
assaulred and injured Dewan at
Terminal 1 during an alterca-
tion over the use of astaffsecur-
ity check area by Dewan and
his family.

On Saturday, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA) had or-
dered a formal investigation
intotheincident. The pilot was
removed from official duties by
the Tata group airline.

On Sunday, the pilot, Vi-
render Sejwal, claimed the inci-
dent had been “misrepre-
sented” on social media,
“unfairly projecting it as a ‘pilot
vs passenger’ dispute”. The al-
tercation was a “purely per-
sonal matter between two pas-
sengers” and had “no

connection whatsoever” with
his professional responsibil-
ities, the pilot underlined ina
statement issued by his lawyer
on his behalf.

In an official statement, his
lawyer also claimed that “cas-
teist remarks were made
against Capt Sejwal, and abso-
lutely unfathomable threats
were made to female members
of his family including a child™.

Describing the ordeal he
and his family went through,
Dewan had posted on X that
during the security check for
his SpiceJet flight, he and his
family, including his four-
month-old baby, were guided
tousethe security check meant
for staff and persons with re-
duced mobility.

According to him, he had a
verbal altercation with Sejwal,
who was among airline staff
members cutting the queue,
after which the pilot assaulted
him. Atthe tfime of the incident,
Sejwal was not on official duty
and was travelling as a passen-
ger with IndiGo to Bengaluru.

In his statement, Sejwal al-
leged that Dewan verbally
abused him without provoca-
tion and continued using
“abusive, degrading and
threatening language” even
after being asked to stop.
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SHORTLY AFTER TAKE-OFF

Air India flight returns to Delhi after
pilots spot low engine oil pressure

Sukalp Sharma .. .. year-old plane that the privat-
New Delhi, Deceniber22 The Civil Aviation ized Air India inherited from its
Minjsrr:phassou‘ghta government ownership days.
ANAIR India Boeing 777 aircraft detailed reportﬁnm This particular aircraft mostly
operating a Delhi-Mumbai flight R operates long-haul flightstoEu-
Monday moming had to return - theairline, and rope and North Ametica, and is
to Delhi within halfan hourof ~ directedthe DGCAt0  usedfordomestic flightsonlyoc-
departure due to lowengine oil  conduct a "‘thamugh casionally, as perits flight history
pressure in the plane's two en- invest:jgatrhn” in recent weeks.
gines, forcing the pilots to shut “The crew operating flight
down the engine and land back AIBS7 from Delhi to Mumbai on
in Delhi. The Ministry of Civil  6:31 am from the Delhi airport, 22 December decided to return
Aviation (MoCA) hassoughta  afterbeingdelayed foroverthree  toDelhishortlyaftertake-offdue
detailed report from the airline, hours.Followingenginetrouble, to a technical issue as per stan-
and directed the aviation safety it landed back in Delhi around  dard operating procedure. The
regulatorDirectorate Generalof 20 minutes later. aircraft landed safely at Delhi
Civil Aviation (DGCA) to con- AnotherAirIndiaBoeing777  and the passengers and crew
ducta“thorough investigation”  aircrafi—VT-ALP—wasthenar- havedisembarked. AirIndiasin-
intothe incident. ranged tooperate the disrupted  cerely regrets inconvenience
The pilots of the wide-body  flight. It departed from Delhiat  caused due to this unforeseen
aircraft—bearing registration  1025amandlandedinMumbai  situation. The aircraft is under-

VT-ALS and operating flight AT-
B87—observed low engine oil
pressure in the plane’s right-

at12:14 pm, asper flight tracking
data. To be sure, twin-engine
commercialjets cansafely oper-

going the necessary checks. Our
ground team at Delhi is provid-
ing immediate assistance to the

hand engine shortly after take-  ateonasingle engine, butthey  passengersand alternative ar-
off, with the pressure dropping  usually divert tothe nearestair-  rangements have been made to
tozerosoon after. Followingthe  port if one of the enginesshuts  fly them to their destination
standard operating procedure, down. Thisisdone to minimise shortly. At Air India, the safety
thepilotsshutdowntheaffected  anyadditionalrisktotheaircraft  and wellbeing of our passengers
engineandlandedbacksafelyin  and to ensure that the planeis and crew remain top priority,”
Delhi. According to flight track-  notairborne for longwithouten-  AirIndia said in a statement.

ingdata, theaircrafti—withover  gine redundancy. The aircraft FULLREPORT ON

330 people on board—took offat

involved—VT-ALS—is a 15-

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Boeing plans output

hike to deliver bulk
orders to Akasa, Al

sEhihek g BmnLIOm
HEW DELHI

oEng aims o incredse
prosbuetion of marnmy-
sy jets to #7 & month

slarting next year, [nam 42
currently, as il seeks to expe-
dite deliveries o ils Indian
corsl i rs Akr Indlia and Akasa
that henve placed ssilstantial
ordlers Witk Ul U5-based air
crall muker,

“As we Bargel a prodsction
railes ol 47 per month i e
aear ferm, e

rns India's largest airlioe
Tendicies, lasam all- Ak e
= s Erclan adrline cusdonmsers
btk 1y vy teekr shiort - ol
b -hail  operations, the
ramg-igs reslting rom our
nprovenenls i safety and
quality will providee stabiliey
an] preiictability for custom-
ers in India, supporting
gruwil across narmow  aind
witde Dty et B aaclicdeecd.
I 20235, Air India’s 570
plane ander mchoded X200 Boe
g jets spremsd between nar-
row-body (e shor-haul
e rmational awd

s el Buﬂm';h:m domestic ogiera-
reaker predicts- ramp-up comes thons) amd twin-

bility. A tighter

amid Indian

aisle oness (prinm-

supply  chain airline complaints rily lor kg -hail

oversight  has
alrealy driven a
0% rediaction in

over supply
delays hurting

international

opsl. Thie arders
criasist ol N Haoe-

source |eve| SXpansion plans ing TET Dream-

issnies,” 2 Boedig e

spokesperson
lashd Afimd.

Boeing's planned produoc-
L ramip-up comes when
Temdlian's &ir cirriers hawe coimn-
plakiied theat sapppaly debays by
pline makers have bt
vapansion plans, Tata-uwoed
Air Inallian Group has ordesed
mearly 570 fets sprecs | bt ween
otz vl eopud el mam-
[ctierers (DEMS—Europisn
plasie pxsher Abrbiss and Boe-
g, SNV AvEalion-owmed
Akasa will lave an all-Boeing
Neet of 236 afrerall, Tsber-
Globe Aviation Lod, which

liners, i} Boeing
Tiv-X, aid 190
Boeing T57-8 (natrow body).
Simce September 2023, Alr
India has taken delivery ol 35
Bowing T37-8 snghe-akske dir-
crall. The First wicle-boudy air-
crall muay b dlelivered in lale
Descvnber or sarly January.
An Alr Dindia executive,
reisesling anonyvmily, said
Lhat peri g turdeers Ereum Faone-
g 1EE inclode W) Deoeamlin-
s, ok 777 - K aind 155 nar-
rovn-lendizad aimerall

The regrowfor nivs i e U5,
wiif i oo oo tlitie on tare
innidtirtio of D ol rainkats.
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Air India’s Mumbai-bound
B777 aircraft returns to
Delhi due to technical issue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE i Mew Dalhi

A Mumbai-bound Alr India
flight carrving 335 passengers
returned immediately after
take-off due toa techniecal issue
and landed safely at Indira
Gandhi International Afrport
on Monday morning. A partial
emergency was declared at Del-
hi airport to give the aiveraft
priority landing, sources said.

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion has directed the Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) to conduct a thorongh
investigation and has sought a
detailed report from Air India
on the incident.

Flight AIC 887, a B77-300 ER
aircraft, had a delayed depar-
ture from Runway 111 It took
off at 6.32 am instead of the
scheduled 320 am. The aircraft
made an emergency landing at
6.52 am on Runway 11R after
the oil pressure on Engine No.
2 {right-hand engine) dropped
to zoro, forcing the crew to shut
it down. The plane landed safie-
Iy using the remaining engine.

According to the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry, during flap re-
traction after take-off, the crew
observed low oil pressure on
Engine No. 2. Shortly thereaf-
ter, the pressure dropped to
zero. Following standard proce-

dure, the crew shut down the
engine and returned to Delhi.
Inspection of the aircraft is in
ProOgress.

A Delhi airport spokesper-
son said an emergency was de-
clared on Runway 11R from &.40
am to 6.52 am, and the aircraft
was given priority landing Op-
erations on the runway were
temporarily halted, and ambu-
lance, medical, fire, and rescue
perzonnel were on standby

Aviation expert Captain Mo-
han Ranganathan told this
newspaper, “Category A air-
craft can land =afely with one
engine. However, if oil pressure
drops too low, the engine must
be shut down and the aircraft
refurned to the nearest airport
as a precaution.” He explained
that oil acts as a lubricant, and
high temperatores can cause
pressure to drop.

The Ministry =said the inci-
dent would be Investigated by
the Permanent Investigation
Board under the supervision of
Director Air Safety (NR),
DGCA. Alr India confirmed
that the crew returned to Delhi
as per standard operating pro-
codure, and passonpers disom.-
barked safelv An alternative
flight was arranged within two
hours, and the aircraft is un-
dergoing necessary checks.
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Al flight returns to Delhi
after engine shutdown

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Dethi

An Air India Delhi-Mumbai
flight was forced to return
to the national Capital in
less than one hour after
taking off due to right
engine shutdown, prompt-
ing an immediate safety
response mid-air.

Flight Als87, operated by
a Boeing 777-337 ER aircraft,
had departed from Indira
Gandhi International Airport
at 3.20 am when pilots
observed abnormally low
oil pressure on the right-
hand engine, identified as
Engine No 2. The oil pressure
subsequently dropped to
zero, triggering standard

New Delhl: An FIR has been
registered in connection
with the alleged assault of
a passenger by an off-duty
Air India Express pilot at
Dethi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport after
the police received a formal
complaint from the victim
via email.

Delhi Police said the
complaint was sent by
Ankit Dewan on Monday
morning, three days after
the alleged incident at

emergency procedures and
a decision to return to base.

The aircraft landed safely
at Delhi airport, with all pas-

FIR FILED IN PASSENGER ASSAULT CASE

Terminal 1. Following the
receipt of the complaint,
police registered a case
under appropriate sections
of law and initiated an
investigation. The FIR has
been registered at the IGI
Airport police station under
Sections 115 (voluntarily
causing hurt), 126
(wrongful restraint) and
351 (criminal intimidation)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS).

FULL REPORT ON »» P4

sengers and crew disem-
barking normally. No injuries
were reported.

CONTINUED ON >» P4

Al flight returns to Delhi
after engine shutdown

The plane, carrying around 335 people, was air-
borne for nearly an hour before returning to

Delhi. The aircraft made an emergency landing,
the sources said. In aviation terms, a drop in
engine oil pressure to zero is treated as a
serious safety concern, as oil is essential to
keep engine components cool and moving
smoothly. Inadequate oil pressure can lead to
rapid overheating and, in extreme cases,
engine failure or fire. The incident would be
investigated by the Permanent Investigation
Board of the Airline under the supervision of
Director Air Safety (NR), Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA). The Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) has sought details from Air
India about the incident.

According to the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft, registered as VT-ALS
and operating flight Al-887, experienced a
problem during flap retraction after take-off.

“The flight crew observed low engine oil pres-
sure on Engine No 2 (right-hand engine). Shortly
thereafter, the engine oil pressure dropped to
zero,” the ministry said. “The airline has been
directed to extend all assistance to passengers
and accommodate them on subsequent Rights,”
the Ministry said in a post on X.

On its part, Air India said in a statement, that
the crew operating flight AIC887 from Delhi to
Mumbai on 22 December decided to return to
Delhi shortly after take-off due to a technical issue
as per standard operating procedure.

The flight Al887 was being operated with a
Boeing 777-300 ER aircraft and was airborne for
about an hour after taking off at around 6.30 am,
as per information available on flight tracking
website Flightradar24.Com.
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SOME INDI-DGCA HOME TRUTHS

SANJAY
LAZAR

As Indigo is likely to submit its
reply to the DGCA showcause notice
for India's aviation meltdown of last
fortnight, the Nation is still bewil-
dered as to why it happened ?

The Aviation ministry cut Indigos
fights by 10per cent and setup a
“high level enguiry committee”
within DGCA, that included persons
who were involved in the decision
making, that caused this crisis,
rather than have impartial external
committee. the Ministry fell back on
the tried and tested "Babu investi-
gate Babu scheme”.

The Delhi High Court ordered
Phase-1 implementation in july
Phase-2 in November and the
Interglobe CFO had stated on Nov
4th Investor call -

"Theres a new FDTL that has
kicked in from November. "While it's
a scaled down version what was ini-
tially proposed by the regulators,
nonetheless there will be some
incremental cost.".

Curiously, Indigo removed 80D
pilats in early 2025 and 40 more
5F0s on 19/9/25 and paused Pilot
recruitment in June. So then what
caused almost 4900 flights to be
cancelled ?

The hushed allegations of a "pact”
between same DGCA officers and
some airline officers have lingered
for ages. The social media Images
showing Indigo staff using senior
DGCA officers computers, have
caused speculation those fears may
not be totally unfounded. In fact
both sons & husband of a recently
refired |DG- DGCA and a serving [DG-
DGCAsSon are Indigo Pilats.

A older complaint against the
current CFOI, about Indigos staff
allegedly having pervasive access to
her office, was silently shelved. A
DGCA source speaking on candition
of anonymity said

“Indigo staffers had greater pull
across DGCA's different divisions,
than we had™

they often used to say -

"Sirfi, aapka agar kuchkaamhoga
AED ya DAT mein, tohhamey bata
dena, aapkakaamkarvalengey
hum”. On the 3rd of September the

Chief Pilot of Indigo emailed the
DGCA to “refook at implementation
of the FOTL" as they "needed a one
year extension of the FOTL CAR".

The DGCA refused any extension
of the FDTL CAR date, as it was a
High Court order.

The Indigo Senior Vice President
(Ops) then wrote seeking DGCA
exemption on 7 points of Phase-2
FDTL CAR. The DGCAwrote back
approving 5 points and rejected
point 6 & 7 which was"number of
night landings" and “definition of
night time"

On the 31 October, the Senior Vice
President (Ops} is reported to have
emailed the DGCA, that "Indigo
will be in full compliance with FOTL
CAR".

The DGCA itself has an Octopus
structure, with 19 divisions, the DG,
an Ecomomic Advisor and many
|DGs who are the regional satraps
of Indian Aviation.

Indigo sought 900 additional
Hights in winter, which was
approved by the DDG Amit
Gupta,and his direct superior EA

two points of the FOTL CAR.

At a meeting on 1/12/25 Indigo
apologised, admitting their faultand
sought 4-8 days for a transition,
blaming the sofrware |eppesen
optimiser (used by 50 other airlines)
and other things. Indigo once again
asked for the two exemptions (Point
6 & 7) of FDTL CAR to help stabilise
its operations. This was two days
before the Indigo Meltdown.

That meeting had the DG, |DG,
CFOL SFOI, Dy SFOL, 2 FOls and 2 Asst.
Directors and Interglobe was repre-
sented by Special Advisor to MD RK
Singh, 5r VP (Ops) Capt Mitra, Head
of 10CC Jason, Capt Mohan and Capt
Palia. The same was minuted with
certain clarifications sought by the
Indigo team on (a) landing with
night window ; {b) delayed fights
completed beyond 0200 hrs (c)
application of max FOTL extension
and standbys.

Importantly, despite the DG ; EA
1|DG; DDG and CFOI allbeing aware
of the cancellation spikes and failure
to comply, for which Indigo admit-
ted their fault too, no corrective
action was ever ordered by the DG;
EA; |DG or other DGCA officials to
forestall this mayhem. They
dllowed Indigo to continue
unchecked, in spite of all of them
being in the knowledge of the
chaos at Indigo [even before the 3rd
Dec disruptions)

{DGCA) Lalit Chandel. The |DG [DAT)
SanjayBrahmanealong with
Director DAT AtulMaindolaas
heads of Directorate of Air
Transport, are meant to issue NOC's
for aircraft acquisition and to
maonitor the Pilot strength as per the
CAR - 3-c Part L

The Flight standards
directorate comes under a!]t
|DG Mr.Bharat Bhushan
and Director Mr.Ravindra
jamwal and the CFOI
Capt.Shweta Singh who were
responsible for supervision of pilot
standards.In most cases, like this
one, AED and DAT does as it desires
dnd there hardlyappeared to be any
coordination amongst divisions,
which gives rise to the internal dis-
cords that operators exploit.

(lronicallytwo of these persons
responsible for these very approvals
and who were responsible for mon-
itoring Indigos FOTL issues| requests,
are now on the investigation team).
It's like putting an arsonist in charge
of the Fire department.

Sowhere did it all gowrong ? was
this just a contrived disaster ?

During the month of November
1-30, over 1200 flights got can-
celled.On 26th November, almost
350 Rights got cancelled and the DG
and the FOIs noticed the spike in
cancellations and guestioned
Indigo. Following this, the SVP (Ops)
Indigo again sought clarifications on

The next night

lﬂ“ttr hell broke loose, as

Indigos flights got

dffected and one

by one began

getting cancelled and disrupted. By

3rd December it hit 350 flights and

by 4th November it crossed 1252
flights.

As the entire Indian aviation
ecosystem collapsed, the DGCA
called Indigo for an emergency
meeting on 4th evening, where
Indigo once again apologised and
promised to make amends.

Indigo was called for an emer-
gency meeting, where asked for the
two exemptions that had been
refused by DGCA in September
{ltem 6&7) November and
December, of the demand
originally made by the 5 VP [Ops)
Indigo- that of Night landings and
of definition of night for duties be
0001 to 0500 hours.

The DGCA finally allowed Indigo
those two exemptions, until
February 10th 2026. |

Some Pilots allege they were not
rostered and sat at home; some

who were rostered, but
transporis did not come to pick
them up. All these seemed very
unusual occurrences at India's
largest airline.

Captain Sam Thomas, ALPA pres-
ident said "It appears to be an arti-
ficially created crisis to arm twist the
DGCA into rolling back the rules,
which appear to have been success-
ful®™ As the PMO and MoCA got
involved deeper, the Ministry
appointed DGCAs worthies as
Eenquiry committee members. Little
realising that the same people had
fiddled whilst Rome burne.

The next evening, the DGCA repa-
triated 4 FOI Pilot inspectors who
were on contract ta the DGCA, as
sacrificial lambs, even though one
wias in a hospital with Cancer and
resigned; one was a national hero
having saved 65 passengers from a
buming aircraft, one was assistant
chief pilot Vistara, It appeared the
DGCA wanted low hanging fruit as
scapegoats to quell the burning fires
in Indian aviation. The DGCA's
public view was that they were
responsible for supervision and
they failed, despite the DG, EA,|DGs
& Directors being present at every
meeting andtaking (evading) the
decisions themselves.

The smoke blown into public
Eeyes was quite simply, to conceal
the fact that the regulator had lost
control of the situation at Indigo.
They had their teeth so deep into
the system that they allegedly
gamed it at every bend.

Asenior pilot whowas previous-
ly with DGCA asked "Why were no
international Rlights affected in this
manner ? Was it planned or
managed ? How could there have
been no verification of the number
of aircraft vis-a-vis the number of
crew ? If there was, then how did
the Pilots mysteriously disappear
between the 3rd and 6th of
December ? Where were the Pilots
leave & roster records ? What is the
pilot utilisation of the last 12 months
7 Did Indigo not meet the standard
force of Pilots 7" If this was so, then
how did the EA-DGCA, |DG-AED
&]DG-DAT allow them to increase
their domestic and international
fleet ro add more flights 7 Why was
there no scrutiny of the DGCA on
fleet and route increase 7

The question is where did Indigo's
pilots disappear? If they had enough
pilots for the summer and the
DGCA press release claims they
were only short of 65 Captains & 65

FOs, then why did almost 4900 can-
cellations occur ?

Captain CS Randhawa, FIP
President said "This was a complete
violation of the court orders and it
has been deliberate by Indigo”

What is supremely strange,
thatindigo did not ask the DGCA for
a single FDTL dispensation until the
7th, to position, retum, or ensure
operation of some fights when all
hell was breaking loose across
India. A seasoned pilot has ques-
tioned “how did Indigo restore
their network with no pilot increase
and just the two relaxationsor did
sameone plan this

The trail of emails and requests
going back to September and their
actions since May 2025, would give
rise to very dubiousobvious conclu-
sions. We reached out to CEO-
Indigo and VP-Corp Command the
DGCA(all officers mentioned herein)
for their detailed comments on
this matter via email, but we have
got no response until going to
press, we shall add their comments
as and when received.

Are we as a nation going to run
around blindfolded and pretend
that this didn't happen ? or will we
accept the broken fix by a broken
regulator to repair our aviation
sector, rather than cleansing and
rebuilding our systems ?

Anissue like this needs a deeper
investigation from an external
agency, like the CVCif the govern-
mentwants to dean up aviation and
prepare it for the future. indian
Aviation is still reeling from the
tragedy of Al-171 and this Indigo
chaos has made headlines all over
the world. As an unnamed Pilot said
"We are just one take off away from
anather 171, if the DGCA continues
to close their eyes to this nautanki”.
The Prime Ministers dream is the
growth of Indian aviation and
"make in India”, yet we have such
broken systems riddled with
dubious actions.

As India rockets towards being
the world's third largest Aviation
market and have 2000+ aircraft,
one wonders if it's time to clean
up Indian Aviation and restructure
the regulator?

Sanjay Lazar ks an Aviation
Expert, Lawyar & CED Asialaz
consultants, with 40 years of

EMpEriEnce

Ssjlazars
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AIMumbaiflight returnsto Delhi

shortly aftertake-off duetotech
issue; DGCA toprobeincident

NIKHILVYAS
New Delliil 22 Decemnber

An Air India flight AISS7
operating from Delhito Mumbai
was forced to retum to Indira
Gandhi Intemational Airport
here on Monday shortly after
take-offduetoatechnicalissue.

The aircraft landed safely at
theairport inthenational capital
and the passengers and crew
have disembarked, an AirIndia
spokesperson said.

“The crew operating flight
AISS7 from Delhi to Mumbai
on 22 December decided to
return to Delhi shortly after
take-off dueto atechnical issue
as per standard operating
procedure. The aircraft landed
salfedy at Delhi andthe passengers
and crew have disembarked.

The Statesman

Tue,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/78786948

Air India sincerely regrets
inconvenience caused due to
this unforeseen situation,” the
gpokespersonsaidinastatement.

The spokesperson further
said the "aircraft is undergping
the necessary checks and that
the ground team at Delhi is
providingimmediate assistance
to passengers. Alternative
amangements havebeen made
tofly them to their destination
shiort by At Adr India, the safety
andwell-being of our passengers
and crew remain top priority.”

Meanwhile, the Ministry of

23 December 2025

Civil Aviation has sought a
detailed report from Adr India
over the incident.

Inaposton X, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation said, "The
Ministry of Civil Aviation has
takennoteof the AirIndiaflight
Al-887 incident involving a
technical issue shortly after
take-off. The aircraft landed
safely”

"The Ministry has sought a
detailed report from AirIndia,
and DGCA has been directed
to conduct a thorough
investigation,

Theairline has been directed
to extend all assistance to
passengersand accommodate
them on subsequent flights.
Passenger safety remains
paramount,'the Ministry further

said in the poston X.
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IndiGo

luggage
snag

B CALCUTTA: Hundreds of
passengers flying out of
the city on Saturday and
Sunday could not collect
their checked-in Inggage
after arriving at their
destinations because of
glitches involving the
baggage belts at Calcutta
alrport’s domestic
saction, sources sald The
problem affected portal
C, from where IndiGo
operates. Other airlines
weare not hit, alrport
sources sald They added
that more than 150 pleces
of checked-in luggage
could not be loaded on
flights on Saturday.
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Flights disrupted

B NEW DELHL: A total of 110
illghts were cancalled and
over 370 delayed because
of low visibility Induced
by fog at Delhi atrport on
Sunday. An officlal sald
59 arrivals and 51 depar-
fures were cancellad at
the alrport. The average
delay for departures was
around 26 minutes. rri
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IndiGo flyers hit by
conveyor belt failure

Baggage
chaos back
at alrport

SAMIAY MANDAL
Caleutia: Hundreds of pas-
sengers fiving out of the city
on Satunday and Sunday dld
not Toceive thelr checkod-n
Iuggage ai thelr destinalions
owing toglitches in the convey-
or helis at the domeszic sermm-
nalof fhe atrport, sourcoes s,

The problem was indtally
confined 1o the bageas belt at
Portal €, from where IndiGo
operaies. Lator, other parials
were also kit However, other
Alrlines wers not alr-
part soumres sakl

Aroorling mSUUrees, more
than 150 pleces of clackad-in
luggage could not be loaded
on flights on Saturday. The
number was Less than 100 on
Sunday

Alrport offtcials said the
baggage belt at Portal C, which
varries checked-ln luggage
from the departure level o
the basement of the terminal
butlding, had been developlng
intarmittent shags since Sat-
urday afternoon. The gliteh-
es continued unol Sunday
ST
The halis are equipped
with an in-line X-ray system
for scanming ggaps.

“The in-line X-ray could
N e used becauss of iho
snigs. The X-ruy of checked-1n
Tuggags had to b dons man-
nally nsng standalons ma-
chines, ™ suld an oficlal.

There ire three standalonsa
Eray machines in the domes-
tie section of the airport.

Blnee the laggape codd not
T movad frorm the departirs
leved in the basemenl through
the bels, 1t had to be carried
il the oficiad sad.

From the basement, tha
Iggageis Inaded onbo airerall

Due to the belt problem,
some fights were dalayed,
while many pleces of lnggage
were 1eft hehind, sourees sald.

When the baggage bele at
Portal C stoppod fnctoning,
Indit;o's check-in operalions
were shifted to portals A and
B, offictals sl

Howower, problems soon
developed un those belts ns

well

Tl 18sues appear o have
been caused by the aceumu-
latlon of teo many pleces of
Taggage on the belts, which

Passengers at the Calentin
alrport, {Bshwarup Datta )

affected the functioning of the
Sans0rs,” il & senior Alport
officdal. “Tha problem 15 being
strted our”

According o the offlclal,
dalays In the doparture of sev.
erul filghts due to fog tn north
Inilim bad cnused the over ae-
cumulation of lugeage

“This resuited in o large
number of bugs belng trons-
farred to the bassment at the
same Hme, " the official saud.

Alrport sources said the
‘bags were belng sent to their
destinations on subsequant
Mghts.

IndiGo faced 5 major Iug-
gagn cr1s1s Inaary Dacembar
Wh around 3,508 Mghts wora
cancelled across the airiine’s
Tt

Metro had reparisd how
many fiers did not Teceive
thelr luggage for days Pas-
Sangars wonld comea fo the alr-
poTt o den iy and take thalr
Tugease

“All the misslng luggage
has been dellvared to pas-
sengers,” said sourees in the
alrline.
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Mumbai-bound Al
plane returns to Delhi
after engine failure

Tinmes News NETwork

New Delhi: An Air India Boe-
ing 777, with about 335 people
onboard, had anenginefailure
soon after taking off from Del-
hi on Monday morning for
Mumbai. Twin engine planes
can land safely on one engine
and the aircraft (VT-ALS) ope-
ratingas AT887 safelvreturned
to Delhi. IGLA had made prepa-
rations for this emergency lan-
dingas per protocol. The Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) is probing
this engine failure.

“During flap retraction af-
ter take-off, the flight crew ob-
served low engine oil pressure
on engine number 2 (right si-
de). Shortly thereafter, the eng-
ine oil pressure dropped o ze-
ro. Following procedure, ecrew
shut down the engine and air-
craft landed safely at Delhi.
The incident will be investiga-
ted by the permanent investi-
gation board of the airline un-
derthesupervisionof DGCA,”
the aviation ministry said
inastatement.

The aircraft had taken off
as AIBBT for Mumbai at .10 am
and was back around 6.52 am,
per flight tracing sites. Apart
from investigating the engine

‘The incident will be
investigated by

the permanent
investigation board
of the airline under
the supervision

of DGCA’

trouble, the DGCA also over-
saw that passenger inconveni-
ence after this air turn back
was minimised. Air India ar-
ranged another B777(VT-ALP)
to take them to their destina-
tion. Refreshments were provi-
ded at the boarding gate. The
alternate aircraft left Delhi
around 10.30 am.

An AT spokesperson said,
“The crew operating flight Al
887 from Delhi to Mumbai on
Dec 22 decided to return to Del-
hishortly after take-off duetoa
technical issue as per standard
operating procedure. The air-
craft landed safely at Delhi.
The passengers and crew have
disembarked. Air India since-
rely regrets inconvenience
caused due to this unforeseen
situation. The aireraft is un-
dergning thenecessary checks.
At Alr India, the safety and
wellbeing of our passengers
and crew remain top priority.”
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Civil aviation reset

Address training, capacity issues

Central povemnment s disclosure inthe Lok

Sabha that the country has just 40 flying train-

ing organisations which are approved by the

Directorate General of Civil Aviation lays bare

the structural constraints that threaten to slow

down India’s frenetic aviation expansion. The IndiGo flight

cancellation fascoeartdierthis monthoffered a glimpse into

howthe shortage of pilot availability could become a fric-

tion point inthe growth story. As domestic airlines await the

delivery of nearly 1,700 nesw aircraft in the near future, an

urgeni course cormection is needed. The challenges are

multi-layered — too few instructors, limited simulator

availahility and ladk of competency-based training. The

solution lies in a comprehensive reset of the pilot training
ecosystem and systematic public-private investment.

A far greater involvement of the airlines becomes
imperative for training purposes, laying down standards
and mandating apprenticeships. The role of global train-
ing partners in shaping the redesigned framework is ent-
ical in ensuring the adoption of best practices. Equally
impaortant ishaving specialised technicians and incentivis-
ing domestic production of advanced traming equipment.
The limited training infrastructure for supporting roles in
aviation also deserves attention Filling the gap between a
Est-prowing leet and a slow training mode] & a long haal,
but that's the only workahle approach.

Indiawould need around 30,000 maore pilots in the com-
ing years. A huge ask but herein lies a unique opportuni-
tv too. In that context, the Punjab Chief Minister's claim
of positioning the state as a major hub of the aviation
industry lends hope. However ensuring that it is not emp-
ty rhetone would require serious ground work. For far o
long, the promised goals across India have fallen short
bemuse of Iack of preparedness and short-sightedness.
How the aviation sector navigates the systemic obstacles
would define its trajectory.

P T ‘Tue, 23 December 2025
ma__tlhm i1up5.'.r’fepaper.tr";bunEJ.r-di@
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Alflight returns to
Delhi after engine

shuts down mid-air

SHEKHARSINGH

TIIHUBE N 15S SEIRRE

NEWDELHI, DECEMBER 22
A Mumbai-bound Air India
wide-body jet was foreed to
retiirn o Delhi within an hour
oftake-offon Monday moming
after a mid-air engine shut-
down, prompting an emer-
gency landing and a repulatory
probe, The Boeing TTT-300ER,
operating flight ATR37. had
departed from the national cap-
ital around 6.30 arm with neardy
335 passengerson board when
the crew detected a techmical
1s5ue in the dght-hand enpgine.

Sources said the aircraft
remained airbome for about
an hour before landing sately
in Dethi under emerpency
conditions, Preliminary infor-
mation from the Directorate
General of Civil Awviation
(DGCA) indicates that dunng
flap retraction after take-off,
the flight crew observed Low
oil pressure in engine No. 2,
Shortly afterwards, the oil
pressure reportedly dropped
to zem. Following standard
operating  procedures, the
erew shut down the engine

Passengers, crew safe:
DGCA orders probe

and diverted back to Delhi
All passengers and crew dis-
embarked safely after land-
ing, The Civil Aviation Min-
1stry said it had taken note of
the incident and sought a
detailed report from Air India,
The DGCA had been directed
to camy out a thorough inves-
tigation into the technical
failure, The airline had also
been instructed to provide
full assistance to passengers
amd accommodate them on
subsequent fhghts,
ADGCA official said inspec
tion and rectification of the
aireraft were cuwrently under-
way, The inddent would be
investipated by the airline’s
Permanent Investigation
Board under the supervision
of the Director of Air Safety
{(Northern Region), A review
of previous records, the offi-
cial added, did not show any
abnormality in the aircrafl’ s
engine oil eonsumption.
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