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Noida airport to drive economic growth
with world-class commercial district

m—
Rohit Vaid
Haw Dol

The upcoming Noida Inter-
national Airport is set to
boost the local economy,
witharound 172 acres carved
ot for acommercial discrict,
which will house hotels, res-
taurants, bars and shopping
centred as well o8 pecre-
atiomal facilities.

Spesking to buvtnessime,
MNoida International Alrport
(MIAY's Chief Executive
ﬂhrimnph Schnellmann said
INIA 15 poised to become a
hub for economic growth,
with pluns to develop world-
clzss commercial real estate.

“Our vision 1% o establish
a sustainable, innowvative,
and connected commercial
community that supports
hoth the airport and thie sur-
rounding region," he said.

COwver time, the project
aims o create a vibrant com

Christoph Schnelimann, CEQ,
Molda International Alrport

mercial district that seam-
lessly integrates with the air-
port, catering to diverse
local, natiomal and global
businesses.

Schnellmann said, *“Our
development approach will
be phased, with a strong em
phasis on sustainahbility inall
BSpCCES ﬂfdrw:]npmcn'r."

e of the first movers in
the commercial district is ex-
pected o be Roseate Hotels

and Resorts, which will de-
velop an airport hotel with
over 240 rooms. At present,
both Delhi and Hyderabad
have similar commercial
arcas, known as aerotropaol-
1283 OF Q2 rBCITles,

HYDERABAD AEROCITY
In India, Hyderabad serocity
is the biggest and is spread
over 1,500 acres, followed by
Delhi acrocity, which is built
on 200 aeres. Even the Ban-
galore International Airport
L‘-dl.'“.‘].l;.'l img an aerocty.
ing to industry in-
5ulrm an aerocity or com-
mercial district is vital for
dirport developers, since the
revenue earned from the
leasing of the land parcel w
hotols and other facilitics
goes directly to the airport
develaper-operator.

The upcoming Woida air-
port will be the second air
port in the Delhi-National
Capital Kegion. After com

pletion of phase I, it would
have one runway and one
terminal, and would be
able 1o handle around 12
million  passengers per
VEar,

Earlier this month, N1A
completed the validation
flight test. The flight was
conducted by IndiCo,
which werified the air-
port's approsch proced-
ures, confirming the ac-
curacy and fumctionality
of its navigatinnal aidzand
air traffic control systems.

The airport  develop-
ment and operations con-
cemgion  were  given o
Zurich Alrport  Interma-
rional AG in 2019, The
Switgerland -bised com
pany is implementing the
project via its subsidiary,
Yamuna International
Airport (YTAPL). It cur-
rently operates the Zurich
airport amd nine airports
in South America.
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Final Countdown
Earlier this month, the big hitters
from far and wide parachuted
into this sleepy town known more
for its political roots and oranges,
complete with their entourages.
They were there to make a final
pitch to one of the most sought-
after family businesses in the
country. From a former big boss
of a global consumer giant to
emissaries of Gulf royalty to
some of the biggest Indophiles
from the Far East, they came in
droves and they came in heavy.
We wonder if the airport ATC had
a tough time managing the
sudden spurt in charter flight
traffic. Guess if one is looking to
take a billion-dollar bite, one had
better go all in.
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Finally, Govt heard voice of common man:
Raghav Chadha on ‘Udaan Yatri Cafe’ at airports

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In a signifi-
cant victory for air travellers,
AAP Rajya 5abha MP Raghav
Chadhas relentless efforts
have prompted the Govern-
ment to address the issue of
overpriced food and beverages
at airports.

Following Chadha’s advo-
cacy in Parliament, the Gov-
ernment has launched the
‘Udaan Yatri Cafe’ initiative,
beginning with Kolkata's
Metaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport.

This initiative aims to
provide affordable food and
drink oplions to passengers,
addressing a long-standing
concern of exorbitant airport
prices.

Expressing his satislaction
with the initiative, Raghav
Chadha said, “Finally, the

Roghav Chodha

government  has  heard
the voice of the common
man. While the initiative
begins with Kolkata Air-
port, I hope it is extended 1o
all airports nationwide. This
will ensure that air travellers
don't have to pay Rs 100-250
for basic items like water, tea,
or coffes”

During the Winter session
of Parliament, Chadha had
criticised the high prices of
basic items like water, tea, and
snacks at airports,

# This inifictive aims to provide affordable food and

drink options to passengers, addressing o long-stand-
ing concern of exorbitant cirport prices

» During the Winter session of Parliament, Chadha had
criticised the high prices of basic items like water, teq,

and snacks at dirports

His remarks drew atten-
tion to the burden placed on
passengers, particularly when
basic amenities cost upwards
of Bs 100.

In response, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation introduced
the Udaan Yatri Cafe’ at Kol-
kata Airport as a pilot project,
with plans to expand to other
airports managed by the Air-
ports Authority of India {AAI)
if suecessful.

Chadha had previously
raised these concerns in Par-
liament, criticising the high

cosls passengers had 1o
endure.

“A water bottle costs RBs
100, and tea is priced at Rs
200-250. Can't the Govern-
ment establish affordable
canleens at airports?™ he had
asked.

The launch of the 'Udaan
Yatri Cale’ is expecied to pro-
vide significant relief o trav-
ellers, making air travel more
affordable and accessible,
especially for the common
people who have been bur-
dened by rising costs.
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Welcome treat: Mural art at
KIA to cement B’luru-Oz ties

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: A vibrant mu-
ral celebrating the deep ties
between  Australia  and
Bengaluru was unveiled at
the Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport.

Located kerbside at the
departure point of Terminal
2, the artwork serves as a wel-
coming visual treat for pas-
sengers at one of India’s pre-
mier travel hubs.

The mural isa collaborati-
ve creation by the Aravani
Art Project, an inclusive art
collective that works with
transgender artists to bring
public spaces to life. Commis-
sionedaspartofl ajoint initia-
tive by the Australian consu-
late-general in  Bengaluru
and Aravani, the artwork
showeases  lconic  sights,
landscapes, and activities
that are emblematic of both
regions. Among the highligh-
ted symbols are the Vidhana
Soudha and the Sydney Ope-
ra House—two architectural
marvels that are culturally
and historically significant.

Hilary McGeachy, Austra-
lian consul-general in Benga:
Turu, emphasised the mural’s
celebration of the people-to-
people linksat the heartof the

NURTURING BONDS

Australia-India relationship.

“Four per cent of Ausira-
lia's population is now of In-
dianorigin. The airport isthe
perfect location to showease
that. Our consulate-general
was warmly welcomed here,
and we're delighted to be part
of the Bengaluru Hubba this
vear,” she told STOL

McGeachy  highlighted
thecollaboration with Arava-
ni as a reflection of Australi-
a’s commitment to inclusivi-
ty and diversity. “The mural
celebrates what makes both
places unique and special-

from the landscapes to our

people. We hope it brings a
smile to visitors and locals,”
sheadded.

Direct flights between
Bengalurn and Sydney are
fostering closer ties in areas

stich as business, sports, tou-
rism, education and the arts,
With daily operations during
the peak travel season, these
connections are expected to
grow further.

The mural also nods to the
recent suceess of Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore (RCB) te-
am in Women's Premier Lea-
pue, which featured three
Australian plavers. This un-
derscores women's cricket as
an increasingly important
aspect of the Australia-Beng:
aluru relationship,

Passengers and locals are
encouraged tospot their favo-
urite icons in the mural and
share their impressions
using the hashtag #Go-
deBLR. This initiative not on-
ly enhances the airport expe
rience but also highlights the
growing friendship and sha-
red cultural heritage betwe-
en the two regions.

“Let this artwork serve as
a reminder of our collective
spirit, vibrantenergy, and the
incredible teamwork that
brought this vision to life.
Amidst the chaos. let's take a
moment o pause and truly
appreciate the effort that
went into making this magic
happen,” said Poornima Su-
kumar on the behalf of Team
Aravani Art Project.
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Akasa Air continues to
augment fleet strength

—
Press Trust of India
Mew Doells

Akasa Air is In continuous
discussions with Boeing on
aircraft deliveries and ex-
pects to add a few more
planes to its flect in the cur-
rent fiscal, the airline’s chief
Vinay Dube said.

The carrier, which started
fiving in August 2022, cur
rently has a flect of 26 Boeing
737 MAX planes, and 200 air-
craft are onorder.

In a recent interview to
PTI, Dube said 2024 had
Been a good vear for the air-
linie and it will continue to
build on it in 2025, “0On the
service excellence we have
provided, | think consumers
look at Akasa as being a kind
and gentler airling, little
more empathetic. We will

continue tn treat our travel-
lers in a kind, gentle man

ner,” he said, adding that the
airline also continues 1w
make sure its cmployees feel
loved and respected,

Earlier this month, some
pilots  flagged concerns
about alleged training and
safery issues, and the airline
had rejected them as base-
less and unrrue. This vear,
the carrier inducted four
planes into its fleet. When
asked whether there are any
concerns regarding aircraft
deliveries, Dube said there
aree o supply chain istues at
Akasa Air and also that the
airline has @ great relation-
ship with Roeing,

Akasy Adr, in January this
year, announced an order for
150 Boeing planes, compris-
ing 737 MAX 10 and 737
MAXN 8-200 jers.
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‘India has the potential to be a key
sustainable aviation fuel producer’

n—
Press Trust of India

Mew Duelba

India hasthe potential tobe a
kew producer of sustainuble
aviation fuel by utilising its
ethanol supplies and availab-
ility of lipid feedstocks like
non-edible  industrial oils,
aceording to a senior official
at the plobal airlines’ group-
ing IATA.

With decarbonisation in
focus, efforts are being made
to reduce emissions and aver
the years, Indian carriers
have operated some Hights
with a blend of Sustainable
Aviation Fuel (SAF) and tra-
diticnal  Aviarion Turbine
Fuel (ATFY. Homant Mistry,
Mrector of Net Zero Trans
ition at the International Air
Transport Association
{IATA), said the ecosystem

for SAF has developed but
there is more work w be
done.

“Thereare some very pood
opportunities for India right
now, One i in terms of SAF
feedstocks like agricultural
Wiste...

“There isa growing under-
standing on what to do for
SAF production. We arc talk-
ing o a number of compan-
16 w0 understand how we
can collaborate with oil com-
pardes,” Mistry told PTT ina
recent interview in Geneva,

The Intermational Air
Transport Association
(LATA) represents arouna
340 airlines, including In-
dian carriers, that account
for more than B0 per cent of
the global air traffic, “India,
the third largest ethano] pro-
ducer and consumer today,
has the potential to emerge

28 a key SAF producer uril-
ising its existing wnd wd-
wvanced ethanol supplies. At
IATA, we see sustainable,
low-carbon-infensity  eth-
anol us a promising feed-
stock to propel India's avi-
ation sector growth,” Mistry
said.

SAF PRODUCTION

‘This vear, global SAY produc-
tion is estimated at 1 million
ronnes (L3 billion litres),
lower than the earlier Frl.'lfl:'t‘-
tion of 1.5 mt {19 hillion
litres} but higher than the
volume of 0.5 mt (600 mil-
tion licres) recorded inm 2023,
aceording to [ATA However,
even a8 the aviation sector
pursues ambitions efforts for
decarbonisation, IATA has
said that SAF production
growth is  disappointingly
slow
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Foreign airlines eye new routes for expansion

| ]
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Indian travellers will be able
to fly non-stop to Amman
(Jordan) and Madrid (Spain)
in 2025 with the restoration
of direct connectivity.

While Royal Jordanian
Airlines is returning to
Mumbai in March after 10
years, Spanish airline Ibero-
jet plans to start flights
between Madrid and Delhi
from April 2025.

These are among a grow-
ing list of overseas carriers
eyeing a share of India’s in-
ternational traffic.

Royal Brunei Airlines,
Cambodia Angkor Air and
VietJet Thailand launched
their flights to India in 2024.
Airlines from Europe, in-
cluding Wizz Air and Aegean
Airlines, are exploring new
routes to India as they re-
ceive new long-range aircraft
between now and 2027.

NEW FLIGHTS

This push comes amid a

growth in international

travel to/from India.
Iberojet’s weekly flight

will support Spanish tour op-

erators which specialise in

TAKING OFF. Spanish airline Iberojet plans to start flights
between Madrid and Delhi from April 2025

leisure tours to India, said
Carlos Garrido de la Cierva,
spokesperson of Avoris, the
holding company of Iberojet.
Indian travellers would be
able to purchase tickets from
the airline’s website, he
added.

Prior to the pandemic, Air
India flew to Madrid but it
has not restarted the service.
Plans for a new non-stop
connection from Madrid
comes in the wake of Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro Sanc-
hez'’s visit to India in Octo-
ber.

The two sides have desig-
nated 2026 as India-Spain
Year of Culture, Tourism and

Artificial Intelligence during
his visit.

TOURIST FLOW

According to the Ministry of
External Affairs, over 2.5
lakh Indian tourists wvisit
Spain every year while India

receives around 40,000
Spanish tourists.
Over 61 lakh foreign tour-

ists visited India between
January and August, register-
ing a year-on-year growth of
3.7 per cent.

Foreign tourist arrivals,
however, are still 10 per cent
below the pre-pandemic
level.

On the outbound side,

traffic is surging. Malaysia
has received over a million
Indian tourists in the first 11
months of 2024 and has ex-
tended visa-free entry until
2026.

Countries like Thailand,
Turkey and Vietnam have
also seen strong double digit
growth in Indian arrivals.

GROWING FLEET
Airlines are thus keen to tap
this growth opportunity.

“Wizz Air is excited to
take deliveries of the new
Airbus A321XLR variant
next year. While it will allow
us to connect the remote
dots on our existing network
map, such as London-Jeddah
or Milan-Abu Dhabi, we
don’t rule out the possibilit-
ies to unlock new markets
such as India,” an airline
spokesperson said.

Aegean Airlines from
Greece will receive its four
Airbus A321Neo aircraft in
2026 and 2027.

These planes will have an
extra fuel tank, and the air-
line intends to use them to
launch new routes outside
Europe.

These could include des-
tinations in West Asia, Cent-
ral Africa or India.
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Global Air Travel in 2024

The busiest day for air travel this year...routes topping 100
flights per day... Aviation data provider OAG lists some
interesting facts about travel in 2024...

2024's 10 routes with an average t

B o e | 19,278,320
more. These routes are among the : <

busiest domestic routes in the world g capacity on Aug 2,

: the year’s busiest for
i
MALIPALSLUIDT | seats, exceeding

Jejuinternational-Seoul Gimpo [EECHNNED : 2023's busiest day

AT meivourne-Sydney [EECTIINEEN :
FTIAR Jeddah-tiyadh [EXEANS by over 692K seats
w Hanoi-Ho Chi Minh City [EEC I : 16,096,525
Fukuoka-Tokyo Haneda [EEETNNNNN i average daily airline

Mumbai-oelihi [T i seat capacity in 2024
Sapporo New Chitose-Tokyo Haneda

sao Pavlo-Rio de Janerio [ECENNEN 14187 11278
Bogota-medeltin [ETINNEN : seat capacity on Nov
Jakarta-Makassar m- : 28, the years lowest

Last 15 years saw busiest annual days falling in July
or August, expect in 2020 and 2021

Source: DAC Aviation Worldwide Ltd

141N

CAMIFFV RAI
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Akasa Air expects
to add a few more

planes this fiscal

AEASA AIR IS in continuous
discussions with Boeing on
aircraft deliveries and expects
to add a few more planes to
its fleet in the current fiscal
ending March 2025 CEQ Vinay
Dube has said. The carrier,
which started flying in August
2022, currently has a fleet of
26 Boeing 737 MAX planes and
200 aircraft are on order.
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Akasa Alr currently has a fleet of 76 Boeing 737
MAX planes and 200 aircraft are an order. P

Akasa to add more
planes this fiscal

Jewsa Adr is incontinuons discussions
A with Boeing on aircraft delivenies and

expects to add a few more planes to its
fleet in the current fscal ending March 3025,
the airline's chiel Vinay Dube has said,

The carrier, which started flying in August
2022 currenthy has a Aeet of 26 Boeing 737
MAX planes and 2000 aircrafl are on order.

In a recent interview Lo 71, Dube said that
324 has been a good vear for the airline and
will contimee (o build on it in 2025,

“0Oin the servier excellence we hive
provided. [ think consumers look at Akasa as
being a kind and gentlerairline, little more
empathetic. We will contines 1o treat our
travellersina kind, gentle manner,” he said and
acbded that the airline also continues to malke
sure s ecmplovess feel loved and respected.

Thisyear, the carmier has inducted four
planes mbits eet, BTi
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India could be key SAF producer: lata

Indian carriers have operated some flights
with a blend of 5AF and traditional ATF. st

producer of sustainable aviation feel by

utilizing its ethanol supplies and
availability of lipid feedsiocks like non-
edible industrial oils, aceonding toa senior
official at the global asidines' grouping Lata
{International Air Transport Association).

I nidia hes the potential to be a key

Withdecarbonizmtion in focus, elffors
are heingmade to reduce emissions, Uver
the vears, Indian carriers have operated
some Mlights with a blend of sustainable
aviation fel (SAF) and traditional aviation
turbine fuel (ATF).

Hemant Mistry, director of net sero
transitbon ai the lata, said the eoosystem for
SAF hasdeveloped but there s more work
i b chomee.

“There are some very good
apportunities for India right now, Oneisin
terms of SAF feedstocs like apricoltural
waste_. there is a growing understamding
onwhat todofor SAF production. Weare
talking to w number of companies to
understand how we can colliborate.__ oil
companies,” Mistry told #T7ina recent
interview in Gieneva.

The LATA represents around 340
airfines, incheding Indinn carriers, that
account for more than 807, of the global
air traffic. PTI
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Akasa Air expecls
to add few more
planes this fiscal

PTI W NEW DELHI

Hlusa Air is in continuows
discnssions with Boein

on aircrafi deliveries an

expects to add a few more
planes ta its fleet in the
current fiscal ending March
2025, the airline’s chief Vinay
Dube has said.

The carrier, which started
flying in August 20232,
currently has a fleet of 26
Boeing 737 MAX planes and
200 aircraft are on order.

In a recent interview to PTIL,
Dube said that 2024 has been
a good year for the airline and
will continue to build on it in
2025

“On the service excellence we
have provided, 1 think
consumers look at Akasa as
being a kind and gentler
airline, Little more
empathetic. We will continue
to treat our travellers in a
kind, gentle manner” he said
and added that the airline
also continues to make sure
its emplovees feel loved and
respected.

Earlier this month, some
pilots flagged concerns about
alleged training and safety
issues, and the airline had
rejected them as baseless and
untrue. This year, the carrier
has inducted 4 planes into its
fleet.
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India has potential to be key sustainable

aviation fuel producer, says IATA official

PTI M GENEVASNEW DELHI

Inu:l'u has the potential to be
a key producer of
sustainable aviation fuel by
utilising its ethanol supplies
and availability of r: ids
fredstocks like non-edible
industrial oils, according to &
senior official at the global
girlines’ growping LIATA.
With gl:n:arbonis.ntinn in
focus, etforts are being made
tor reduce emissions and over
the years, Indian carriers have
erated some flights with a
end of Sustainable Aviation
Fuoel (SAF) and traditiomsal
Aviation Turbine Fuel {ATF).
Hemant Mistry, Director of
MNei Zero Transition at the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA), said the
ecosystem  for SAF  has
developed but there is more
waork to be done.
“There are some very good
opportunities for India right
now. One is in terms of SAF
feedstocks like agricultural
waste.. There is a3 growing
understanding on what to do
for SAF production. We are
talking to a nmumber of
companies to understand how
we can collaborate_. Oil
companigs,” Mistry told PTI
in a recent interview in
Geneva.
The International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
represents  around 340
airlines, including Indian
carriers, that acoount for more

than 80 per cent of the global
air traffic.

“India, the third largest
ethanol producer and
consumer today, has the
potential o emerge as a key
SAF producer utilising its
existing and advanced ethanaol
supplies.

“Al IATA, we sec sustainable,
low-carbon-intensity  ethanaol
as a ]:lrm'.nisi.n.g feedstock o
propel Indias aviation sector
growth.” Mistry said

This year, global SAF
production is estimated at 1
million tonnes (1.3 billion
litres), lower than the earlier
projection of 1.5 million
tonnes (1.9 billion litres) but
higher than the volume of 0.5
million tonnes (600 million
litres) recorded in 2023,
according to TATA.

As the aviation sector pursues
ambitious efforts for
decarbonisation, IATA has

said SAF praduction growth is
disappointingly slow.

While noting that India is
poised to emerge as the
worlds third largest aviation
market, Mistry said there is
also the opportunity for the
country to emerge as a SAF
hub in the region.

“The position can be further
strengthened by the early
adoption of innovative global
accounting  practices where
Indias SAE supplies can cater
to the global aviation market,
a true mark of act local, think
global” he noted.

Indiz is one of the world’
fastest growing civil aviation
markets and airlines are
expanding their fleets as well
a5 networks to cater to the
rising traffic demand.

On mandating use of SAF
Mistry pointed out that the
mandate s a work for scale
but that can only come later.

“You can't have a mandate
withoot technology maturity.
That is a big risk”
In 2025, IATA expects SAF
prodoction to touch 2.1
million tonnes (2.7 billion
litres).
India has the avaitability of
lipids feedstocks like non-
ible industrial oils, animal
fats and tallows where the
supply chains are not well
developed with limited supply
for biodiesel production,
Mistry said.
The country'’s surplus annual
biomass  availability is
estimated to be more than 200
Ivft.
With  multiple  options
available for road fleets, lipids-
based feedstock must be nsed
for Indids SAF valie chains.
These oily feedstocks can be
otilised at existing refineries
by ASTM-qualified HEFA co-
processing  pathways, DMistry
said. Consultancy Deloitte, in
a report in October this year,
said India has the potential to
produce §-10 million tonnes
of Sustainable Aviation Fuel
[SAF) 2iM0, and
investments worth USD 70-85
billion will be required to
achieve  the  projected
production.
On the priorities under the
SAF umbrella, Mistry said it is
a4 question ahout more
support to get the
technologies to maturity and
engble some sort of market
development.
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Liquor sale hits new
high on Al Exp’s first
Surat-Bangkok flight

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A large number
of Indian holidayers headed to
Thailand get in “high spirits”™
while winging their way to the
tourist paradise for desis. And
when the holidayers are going
from the dry state of Gujarat,
thedemand for onboard liquor
touches new highs. Air India
Express witnessed this on its
Inaugural Surat-Bangkok ser-
vice on Dec 20 when, sources
say, the airline had one of its
highest ever liquor sale on a
flightand had torefusemoreto
some flyers to avoid them turn-
ingunruly.

The first flight was operated
on Al Express'176-seater Boeing
737 MAX and had 175 “enthusi-
asticguests”. AlExpresssells 50
ml miniatures of Chivas Regal
for Rs 600 and 50 ml miniatures
of Red Label, Bacardi White
Rum, Beefeater Gin and 330 ml
Bira Lager (beer)for Rs400. “On
that flight, we saw a lot of de-
mand for Chivas and Bira. Asa
policy we don’t sell beyond two
miniatures/cans to a passenger
as there were several cases of
unruly behaviour by passen-
gers across airlines in the re-
cent past. Our crew may sell
more only if a passenger seems
to be in complete control of
him/herself after two drinks,”
sources said.

On the first Surat-Bangkok

Getty Images/iStockphoto

The airline reportedly had one of
its highest midair liquor sale and
had to refuse more to some flyers
to stop them from turning unruly

flight, some passengers had to
be refused their third minia-
ture/can for this reason. Kunj
Patel, a passenger wrote on X:
“The combination of alcohol
and khaman, Suratians went vi-
ral! Air India (Express’) first
flight from Surat to Bangkok re-
ceived 98% passengers on the
first day itself. Passengers fin-
1shed their stock of whiskey
and beer. 300 passengers drank
15 litres of alcohol worth more
than Rs1.8lakh in a4-hourjour-
ney.” While that may not be en-
tirely correct for a 176-seater
plane, the tweet shows how
“majama’ the passengerswere,

“Our onboard liquor is very
affordable and we offer hot
meals unlike many low cost car-
riers. For that reason, we see a
significant demand for the two
on our flights, said sources.
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Airfares from city soar to new
heights this festive season

Venkadesan.Satimesofindia.com

Chennai: Planning to catch
a flight for a holiday this fes-
tive season? Get ready to
burna hole in your pocket.

The festive season has
tripgered a significant surge
inairtravel demand, leading
toasharp increase in domes-
tic and international fight
fares from Chennai. Holida-
ys for Christmas and New
Year prompled travellers to
head to their hometowns
and popular tourist destina-
tions, causing fares to sky-
rocket.

Flight prices have seen
up to a four-fold increase in
the past few days. For instan-
ce, fares from Chennai to Tu-
ticorin jumped from 74,7960
Tl4,281, and fares rose from
4,300 to 17,695 for Mlights to
Madurai. International rou-
tes are also impacted, with
Chennai to Kuala Lumpur
climbing from 21L016 to
233,908 and Chennai to Du-
bai increasing from¥12 871 to
26,7562

FLIGHTS
FROM CHENNAI

To n?u:m Now
Madurai 4300 |17,695
Trichy £2382 |(e14387
Coimbatore | ¥3.485 |¥9,418
Salem £3537 28,007
Trivandrum | T3821 | 713,306

Kochi @18 |neam
Singapaore 7510 | vl6861
oo | 11016 |e33903
Thalland A9l | TITA37
Dubai t12,871 | ®26,752

As train tickets are fully
booked and private bus fares
soar, many residents, especi-
ally those from southern dis-
tricts, making last-minute
bookings, are turning to
fights for faster travel. This
has resulted in a noticeable

rise in passenger numbersat
Chennai Airport. Interna-
tional hotspots such as Sing-
apore, Kuala Lumpur, Thai-
land, and Dubai are also see-
ing heavy demand.

C Michael from Trichy
working in Chennai, said he
tried to book flight tickets as
train tickets were not avai-
lable. I didn't think a flight
to  Trichy would cost
15,000, he said.

Despite the steep prices,
travellers are booking
flights to ensure timely arri-
vals at their destinations.
The increased demand has
left many flights fully boo-
ked,

Former Air India general
manager C, Mohan said, “As
a consumer, | am upset with
thedynamicpricingof airfa-
res, But having served in the
industry, 1 know airlines
can't be blamed. Airfares ha-
ve become demand-based in
the market-driven economy.
But it is high time the airfa-
res are capped,” he said.
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