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Bengalury sirport first
to achieve ACI Level 3

Bangalurie Fempegowda
ntermational Airport Bengakru
{BLR Airport) on Friday
announced that it has become
the first airport in India to be
arearded Leved 3in the
Brcoetsibdity Enhancement
Accreditation programme by
Airports Council Intemational,
mariang another milestone for
the airport. The airport is
operated by Bangalone
intermational Airport Led.
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Metro-airport
link planned via
skywalk

MRCL has drawn up plans to construct an
B elevated pedestrian walkway connecting

Bengaluru International Airport’s Terminal 1
directly to the upcoming metro station on the Blue
Line. The walkway will be a moving walk (travella-
tor) stretching 190 metres in length and 10 metres in
width, covering about 1,900 square metres. Officials
say construction will be planned so that metro
station operations are not affected. The airport cur-
rently handles over 42 million passengers annually
and aims to reach more than 65 million in the next
five years.

The Blue Line is being built in two phases: Phase
1 from Silk Board to KR Puram with 13 stations, and
Phase 2 from KR Puram to the airport with 17 elevat-
ed stations, spanning a total of 58.19 km. About 60
per cent of the work on this corridor is complete.
SNC, Afcons and NCC are executing different sec-
tions, with NCC handling three stages and the oth-
ers one stage each. Pillar and pillar-cap work in sev-
eral segments have crossed 95 to 99 per cent com-
pletion, while girder installation is also nearing com-
pletion.

Construction of the Blue Line began in
September 2021, with an initial target of completion
in 2024. Owing to delays, BMRCL now plans to start
train services in three phases between September
2026 and December 2027. NCC is executing a
37-km stretch in three stages from Benniganahalli to
Kempegowda Airport, with pillar and girder installa-
tion progressing steadily and major civil works near-
ing significant completion. -BMB
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Couple detained at

airport despit

HYDERABAD, NOV, 21

Justice  Anil  Kumar
Jukanti took strong
exception to the detention
of two [Indian-barn
Singaporean citizens at
the Chennal alrport
despite a High Court stay
on procesdings in a eruel-
ty case. The judge was
hearing a criminal peti-
tion filed seeking guash-
ing of proceedings arising
out of allegations of cru-
elty by hushand and rela-
tives. The petitioners con-
tended that despite a stay
granted earlier by the
High Court, they wers
detained at the Chennal
alrport on the ground that
a look-out circular had
been issued against them.
They contended that the
trial court later directed
their appearance, and that
this order was passed dur-
ing the operation of the
stay The judge guestionad
how the trial court could
restrain the petitioners
from travelling or direct
theilr appearance when
the proceedings had been
stayed. The judge directed
the state to clarify who
authorised the applica-
tions before the magis-
fraie seeking arrest and
how orders affecting for-
eign citizens wore
obtained when the stay
was in force.

HC: ALLEGATIONS NOT
ENOUGH FOR DIVORCE

A two judge panol of the
Telangana High Court
declared  that  mere
omnibus allegations with-
out evidence was insuffi-
clent for grant of divoree.
The panel ecomprising
Justice K. Lakshman and
Justice W. Ramakrishna
Reddy dismissed an

s i
LEGAL STORIES

appeal filed by a woman
challenging the order of
the Family Court-cum-
Addittonal Distriet Judge,
Khammam, which reject-
ed her petition for
divorce. She alleged that
her husband subjected
her to physical and men-
tal cruelty maintained an
illiclt relationship with
an employee, and had
driven her out of the mat-
rimonial home in 2011,
The panel noted that the
wife failed to file any doc-
umentary proof of her
charges, No independent
wilnesses were examined,
including the coupla’s twao
adult sons, to suppart her
claims. ‘The

continued to reside under
the same roof, travel
together, jointly operate
their business, and was
arranging their younger
son's marriage. "“These
facts would reveal that
there 18 no desertion
between them as alleged,”
the panel ohserved,

NO RELIEF FOR COUPLE
IN FAKE DOCU. CASE

Justiee Nagesh Bheema-
paka refused to exercise
the court's inherent juris-
diction to quash eriminal
proceedings against a cou-
ple accused of orchestrat-
ing a fraudulent property
transfer by fabricating a
legal helr certificate. The
judge was dealing with a
criminal petition filed hy
Akula Sudharani and

e stay

Akula Srinivasa HRao,
arraigned as accused
hefore the X Additional
Metropolitan Magistrate,
Medchal. The petitioners
sought obliteration of
procesdings  on the
ground that the dispule
was a civil inheritance
issue clothed with crimi-
nal colour Rejecting this
contention, the judge
noted that the FIR con-
talned prima facle allega-
tioms of deception, dis-
honest inducement, and
deliberate misrepresenta-
tion, including the allega
tion that the petitioners
projected Sudharani as
the sole legal heir to her
parents in order to pro-
cure a family member cer-
tificate, which was later
used to execute a gift set-
tlement deed in favour of
their daughter.

NO CHARGES: BIZMEN
GET PRE-ARREST BAIL

Telangana High Court
granted anticipatory hail
to  three businessmen
from Kurnool who were
accused of participating
in a decade-old deposit
scheme scam linked to
Akshaya Gold Farms &
Villas India Ltd The
judge was hearing a crim-
inal petition filed by
Shalk Latheef Basha and
others. Counsel for the
petitioners contended
that they were innocent,
were falsely implicated,
and that the investigation
was pending for over 12
years with no chargeshoeet
filed. It was pointed out
that the prims accused
was arrested and released
on bail and that custodial
interrogation of the peti-
lioners was unnecessary

Full reports in
deceanchronicle.com
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B’'luru airport
achieves ACI Level

3 accreditation

NT Correspondent
BENGALURU

Kempegowda International
Airport Bengaluru (BLR Air-
port) on Friday announced
that it has become the first
airportin India to be award-
ed Level 3 in the Accessibil-
ity Enhancement Accredita-
tion programme by Airports
Council International, mark-
ing another milestone for
the airport.

The BLR Airport is oper-
ated by Bangalore Inter-
national  Airport Limited
(BIAL).

This recognition reflects
BIALs steadfast commitment
toinclusion, accessibility, and
delivering an equitable travel
experience for every passen-
ger, it said.

“Accessibility and  inclu-
sion are integral to BIALs
long-term vision of creatin,
a barrier free, dignified, an
empathetic travel experience
for all. Guided by its Custom-
er First philosophy, BLR Air-
port has steadily advanced
from Level 1 (December
2024) to Level 5 (November

2025), within less than a vear,

demonstrating  leadership
and accountability in driving
inclusive  transformation”
BIAL said in a statement.

Key achievements under
this level 3 include: enhanced
digital accessibility, collabo-
rative partnerships, training
and awareness expansion
and universal design integra-
tion, it said.

Hari Marar, BIALs Manag-
ing Director and CEQ, stated,
“At BLR Airport, accessibil-
ity is adopted as a mindset
that defines how we design,
operate, and engage. We are
pleased to be the first air-
port in India to achieve ACIs
Level 3 Accessibility En-
hancement  Accreditation,
a reflection of cur commit-
ment to building a truly in-
clusive experience.



Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL

offgrid

MUMBAI

22 NOVEMBER 2025

Toll waiver at Chennai Airport for vulnerable passengers

HD Bureau
CHENNAL
———

Chennai airport anthorities
have introduced a scheme
allowing taxis and private
vehicles that drop off or pick
up senior citizens, indiv-
iduals with disabilities, pr-
egnant women, and mothers
with infants to use the ter-
minal area without toll ch-
arges forup to 15 minutes.
Drivers must collect a spe-
cinl pass and 2 QR-coded
entry slip at the entrance,
surrender it when exiting,
and thereby avoid toll pa-
yments during that time-

span

The policy shift fol lows
mounting complaints on
social media and repeated
disagreements at toll booths,
where vehicles spending
maore than ten minutes in-
side the airport premises
were fined—even when de-
aling with mobility-impaired
passengers or large amounts
of luggage.

Private cars had faced an
85 charge after ten minutes,
while taxis paid 245 for ini-
tial entry and faced addi-
tional charges beyond ten
minutes.

At the airport, drivers often

refused to pick up passe-

ngers with reduced mobility,

citing fear of penalties.

Representatives of the
Disahility Rights Alliance
Team met with the airport
director-operated terminal
to argue that the previous
system did not account for
the time required for wh-
eelchair transfers, luggage
handling and slower mo-
vement.

The parking contractor
has since prepared the sp-
ecial passes, and an official
confirmed that “toll charges
will not be collected from
those vehicles for up to 15

245 for initial entry

Friv;e cars had faced an 85 charge
after ten minutes, while taxis paid

minutes” DRAT welcomed
the step but pointed out that
15 minutes may still be ins-
ufficient for individual s with
severe mobility constraints
who require specialised tr-
ansfer equipment.

The change aligns with
earlier adjustments: auth-
orities had already extended
the toll-free grace period
from ten to fifteen minutes
for vehicles serving pass-
engers with mobility imp-
airments, and pledged de-
plovment of additional su-
pport staff and accessible
buggies. The move now br-
oadens eligibility to include

senior citizens, pregnant
women, and mothers with
infants, signalling a wider
accessibility mandate,

On the operational side,
vehicles entering the campus
collect the QB-coded slip
and, upon exit, present the
pass to validate the toll
waiver.

The airport’s decision to
issue distinct passes to eli-
gible users aims to prevent
misuse while granting extra
time for those who genu-
inely need it.

Observers note that the ch-
ange may improve traffic
flow by reducing rush exits

and preventing confro-
ntation attoll booths,
Giventhe global emphasis
on inclusive airport infr-
astructure, this initiative pl-
aces Chennais terminal
among airports adapting to
maohilit-diverse passenger
needs.
Nonetheless, critics argue
that policy changes must
be matched by on-gr-
ound support: bevond
tolls, effective assistance
with boarding, luggage,
bugey availability and lift
access remain crucial for
differently-abled trav-
ellers and companions,
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NEWS DIGEST

Customs opens
PFC at airport
The customs department
opened a Passenger Facili-
tation Centre (PFC) at the
arrival hall near Gate No. 8
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport in
Ahmedabad on Friday. It will
provide guidance on cus-
toms procedures, baggage
rules and declaration
requirements, and will also
address queries and grie-
vances related to baggage
clearance and passenger
movement. “PFC will also
enable timely redressal of
complaints through coordi-
nation with relevant cus-
toms officials, and offer
passengers an opportunity
to submit feedback,” an
official said.
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IndiGo to invest $820 m via [FSC
arm to boost owned aircraft fleet

]
Ancesh Phadnis
ol rrebad

IndiCio has commimed $820
million (17,294 crore) 1o ac-
quire plames as a part of its
strategy to diversify air-
craft financing and increase
thi share of its owned fleer.
I a stock exchange filing
on Friday, the airline said it
will invest SE20 million in s
wholly owned subsidlary, In-
terGlobe Aviarion Financial
Services IFSC Privare Lid.

CAPITAL DEPFLOYMENT

The investment will be made
theough a combination of
equity shares and 001 per
cent  nof-cumulative  op-
tiomally convertible redeern-
able preference shares in
one of more rranches, The
funds raised bv IndiGo [FSC
shall primarily be deploved
to acquire aviation assers,
thereby enabling ownership
af alreraft, the airline said.

“This move reflects Indi-
Go's commitment o
prudent capital allocation
and sustalmahle value cre-
ation for all stakeholders,” it
added.

The investment is in line
with the airline’s plan 1o in-
crease the share of owned
and finance-leased  planes
w 3040 per cent by
2030, Under a fimance
leage, airerafi  ownership

FLEET ECOMOMICS. indiGo expects that buying mare
planes would help in effhcient wse of capital, redwce supply
chain risics and bead to long-term cost savings

cranafers to the aldine upon
pavment of the lean.

The airline sees buying
mioee g a4 e inthe
Eﬂimﬁfﬂuﬁe of L".'l.pell:‘;f redu-
cing supply chain risks and
delivering  long-term cost
savings.

At peesent, IndiGo has
more than 415 aircraft, com-
prising Airbus, Boolng and
ATR |,§:1.|5e5. The airline has
over S rhm:s onoor-
der, with deliveries stretch-

mgg oilll 2035
While IndiGio has krgely
relied on operating

beases for growth, a mix of a
srrong balance sheet and a
healthy cash balance has al-
bowed it to navigate turba-
kence and make strategle
calls on fleet ownership. As
of September, the airline

had %38,500 crore of free
cashon jrs balanee sheer

FLEET SNAPEHOT
IndiGo's current fleet In-
cludes 14 owned and 62 fin-
ance-leased planes. Fifty-six
ofthese planes have been ac-
quired through the
IFSC Gift Ciry subsidiary.

Last 5 mbor, the alr-
line's t fleet count srood
ar 410 and that Incheded
three owned and 37 finance
leased planes.

Alr India also uses a mix of
operating and finance leases
for fleet acquisition. It has
inducted slx Alrbus
Ad50s on fin-
ance lease, while the major-
Iy of its narrow- planes
have been taken on operat-
ing leageg.
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Air India Express completes major network
overhaul to strengthen hub operations

o
Ruohit Vaid
Misw Dadhi

'Jhﬂ‘a:a up-led Alr India
ﬂspmnduded a

l‘l‘.“'l.l'[1’." J'Eill el exercise

:lng is
nmmrk for e%:m:

profitable operations,

Accordingly, the move al-
lowes the airline to offer mose
direct, one-stop lons
across s domestie and in-
rernational network of over
6l desrinations.

“They (Alr India Express)
kniow that with a fleet of over
11( alreraft, { cannot
compete profitably or effi-
ciently on all sectors,” sev-
eral Industry sowrces told
Busfneseline.

Consequently, the airline
has minimised services from
certain destimarions such as
Chenpnal and  Hyderabad,
among others, and consolid-
ated s domestic ratlons
ar s larger bs  in
Bengalury, Delhi and Mum-
bak. At present, Akr India Ex-
preas operates about 550
weekly flights from
Bengaluru and abour 425
flighes from Deelii.

The alline has started
bookings for fights from the
Navi Mumbal sirport to its
hiabss at Bengabura and Delhi.

“Playing on a hub-und-
spoke maosdel 33 the basis of
thiz steategy, the alrline has

WIDENING CONNECTIVITY. The move allows the airline to

offer more direct, one-stop options acrass its domestic and
international network of ower &80 destinations

recently concluded a route
rationalization exercise,” an

indusery  imsider  cold
husinesiine.
AIRPORT SYNERGISES

A hub alrport synergises
both domestic and Interns-
tional operations in a man-
s that allows passengers to
transi seamlessly berween
thi Two

Such a hub requires well-
synchronlsed ﬂitght con-
pectivity to regeonal adr-
ports, in addition to efficient
metre, road and highway
access.

Under the hub-and-spoks
maodel, % AFTIV
from vﬁmer mﬁ
are grouped together and
rransferred in aco-ordinaged
mannes 1o major hubs such
28 Delhl for Invernational
CONRECTINS.

“After the evercize, 4 pas-
senger can catch i o 39
mﬁmc &mﬁ: by

taking a 45-minute fght

from Kochl to Bengaluru

The same les po other
destinations," the insider
said. “Now, Bengaluru has
become a major domestic
hub for Alr India Express —
as Delhi and Mumibal *

With ks simplified opera-
donal s . almost a
third of AIN's domestic car-

m ls tranderring over

According 1o a second in-
dustry execurive, havi
1M} per cent I.m‘tl'acmrmﬁ
nothing for profitabilivy if
the fares have crashed.

COMMERCIALLY VIABLE
“The realignment is impore-
ant as It makes operations
commercially viable as com-
petizors with numerical su-
pertority  In aircraft can
mount three flights o the
game  destination,”  the
second  Industry  executive
sabd.

The realignment exercise
Crumies af & tims when Alr ln-

dia Express has 0 €n-
hanee ¢ improve
cosT chznn through a

newly- launched cabin retro-

ﬁtgnmsu;::wuﬂmﬁ.mm

report that the sirline
tn:kt;ppmnn‘nte’ Iy 630 ad-
dirional sears across its Boe-
Ing 737-8 fleer under this
initiative.

ramme is of
a I:mmufﬁgfm wstanpaj:rd
ise cabin configurations
across the Boelng 737-4 fleet.

At peesent, Alr India Ex-
press operates 116 alreraft
— 76 Boelmg 737z and 40 Alr-
bus A3203 — many of which
were sourced through re-
marketing channels after be-
ing inkially built for other
carriers, including Chinege
alrlines.

These alrcraft came with
varied searing lavours which,
according 1o a source, cre-
ated operstional complexity
for a carrler that relies on
qulck murnarounds and high
uTElEsaThmn,

Industry insiders sabd the
alrline alms to replace the
current mix of business and
economy seating with a uni-
form all-ecomnomy bayour, en-
suring operational consist-
ency and improved
effick L

The aleline cursently opes-
ares over 500 dally flights
across 41 domesticand 17 in-
ternational alrpoets.
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Air India increases
S-E Asia flights, renews

Air Canada code share

e
Aneesh Phadnis
shumbsai

Air India is increasing con-
nectivity, expanding air-
line partnerships and re-
vamping its men to grow
irs mvernational business.
The airline has  pdded
flights to destinations i
South-East Asia in re-
sponse to surping demand
in the winter season. Extra
flights have been added
from Defhi to Bafi (In-
donesia), Koala Lompur
and Manila,

While Indonests s
amongst the fastest grow-
ing destinations with 46
per cent rige in Indian nr
ivals in 2024 compared to
2019, the Philippines is
gaining traction due
visa-free entry and direct
Aights. Alr India i the only
non-Stop carrier between
Indin and the Philsppines
and will increase  fre
quency to daily (from Sxa
week) from December 11
Addirion of flights o
South-East Asin is also a
part of a strategy to cap-
ture traffic Aows from
Europe/US with one stop
viz Delhi, However, in re-
cent manths the connect-
ing traffic has been im
rlpclud dise o ||:II'IE¢F Nir
Indin Hight durations as it
cannot overftly Pakistan,

On Saturday, Air India
also announced reinstate-
ment of s code share
partmership  with  Air
Canndn, effective Decem

ber 2. trwill give the airline
access o six cigies
Conadn  bevond  Van
couver,  Similarly,  Air
Canada passengerswill be-
nefic from seamless con-
nectivity to six desting-
tlons in  Indla. “The
rednetatensent of owr part-
nership with Air Canoda
LT j|1||:rn|.'p: for thow
sands of people,” Air In-
din's CEQ and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
sl ina statement,

BETTER REACH
Essentially, the airline will
get a berver reach and will
b absde 1o offer passengers
better chodces by marke-
ing Air Canada operated
flight=. The code share re-
neveal could be crucial as
carriers are seeing demand
pressure on the  Indis-
North Amerlca route. Alr
Conada ks withdrawn its
Monotreal-Delhi Rights in
sirmmier & trall his been
impacted by the tightened
Visa TS,

AREFRESHED MENLU
Air Indin has also re-
freshed its menu on inter-
mational flights incorpor-
ating  diverse  cubsines,
signatare  Indian  dishes
and vejpn Llplbcsclx. The
menais have been curated
v Chel Sandeep Kalma
who recently joined the
airline,

The abrline sald its crew
haes: undergone specialised
rsning 1o enhance cus-
livmer L"I:rH!FH.'I'II.'I.'.
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Spicelet (¥35): The stock is moving in a wide range for
more than five years now. The trend is down within that,
There is room on the downside to see T23 in the coming
months. In aworst-case scenario, the fall can extend
evento T19or T16. A fresh
Return -37% o, Msethereafter can have the
~ potential to take Spiceet
share price up to ¥70-75.
5 Butthat would take
s another 12-18 months. If
you prefer to wait, then
vou will have to
. 3 accumulate around T23.
Wy 22, 24 Mo 21,25 e
Keepastop-lossar¥12and
exit when the price goes up
to 73, But ideally, youhave to exit the stock and accept
the loss because it is not worth the wait. You can
consider reinvesting the sales proceeds in some other
stock that looks good on the chart.,

I have bought Indian Hotels Company shares at
T84, What is the outlook?
Ramakanth Bhat
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Air India restores
codeshare with
Air Canada

AlR MDA ON Saturday
announced the
reinstatement of its
codeshare partnership
with Air Canada, which was
suspended more than five
years ago during the Cavid
pandemic. The codeshare
agreement will enable &ir
India to offer passengers
access to s pownts across
Canada beyond its
gatewdny's al Vancouver
and London

PTI

IndiGo parent to
enter BSE's Sensex
from Dec 22

INTERGLOBE AVIATION, THE
eoerator of the country’s
largast airline IndGo, will
find a place in BSE's 30-share
benchmark index Sensex
from Decemiber 22 the BSE
Index Services said on
Saturday. At the same time,
TataMotors Passenger
‘ehicles Lid will be dropped
fram the ndex it added, The
changes have been
annocunced by BSE Index +
Services as a part of the
reconsbtution ol its indices
affective at the market open
o December 22 Tl
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IndiGo to invest $820 mn in
arm for aircraft acquisition

Domestic carrier IndiGo on
Friday said it has approved an
investment of USD 820 million
(about Rs 7270 crore) in its
wholly-owned  subsidiary
InterGlobe Aviation Financial
Services IFSC Private Limited
foraircraft acquisition.

The investment will be
made through a combination
of equity shares and .01 per

cent non-cumulative
optionally convertible
redeemable preference

shares (OCRPS), in one or
more tranches, the airline
said in a statement.

The funds raised by the
subsidiary firm will be pri-
marily deployed towards

acquisition of aviation assets,
thereby enabling ownership
of aircraft, the airline said.

IndiGo has 411 aircraft in its
fleet as on November 21,
according to aircraft fleet
tracking website planes-
potternet, with 365 in oper-
ations and the remaining 46
on ground.

IndiGo has historically
maintained a fleet structure
predominantly reliant on
operating leases. In recent
years, the organisation has
undertaken a strategic devel-
opment towards a more bal-
anced ownership structure
and diversified forms of
financing, -Agencies

22 NOVEMBER 2025
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Flying high: It plans to grow to a fleet size of more than 600 aircraft
by 2030 has an order book of 1,070 aircraft REUTERS

IndiGo to purchase
aircraft for 37,294 cr.

to reduce forex risk

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Budget carrier IndiGo has
approved a capital invest-
ment of 7,294 crore to en-
able ownership of their air-
craft instead of leasing.
“IndiGo has historically
maintained a fleet struc-
ture predominantly reliant
on operating leases. In re-
cent years, the organisa-
tion has undertaken a stra-
tegic development towards
a more balanced owner-
ship structure and diversi-
fied forms of financing,”
the airline explained its de-
cision, adding that the
move will enable “prudent
capital allocation and sus-

tainable value creation for
all stakeholders.”

Cut forex risk

The move is expected to
shield the airline from fo-
reign exchange fluctua-
tions, as lease payments
are typically dollar-denom-
inated. Until now IndiGo
has relied on the sale and
leaseback model for many
of its aircraft, whereby it
sells new planes to leasing

companies and immediate-
ly leases them back. This
approach allows airlines to
maintain liquidity.

The airline’s CFO Gau-
rav Negi recently said that
the airline plans to in-
crease ownership of air-
craft to 30-40% of its fleet
by 2030.

In the quarter ended
September the airline re-
ported a loss of ¥2,582
crore, widening by 161%
compared with the same
time last year, which the
airline attributed to foreign
exchange rate fluctuations
impacting dollar-based fu-
ture obligations, due to
lease liabilities and mainte-
nance obligations denomi-
nated in U.S. dollars.

The airline currently has
nearly 430 aircraft in its
fleet. It has been adding an
aircraft a week for the past
many years and will soon
start taking deliveries of
A321 XLRs and its first wi-
debodies in A350s from
2027. It plans to grow to a
fleet size of more than 600
aircraft by 2030 and has an
order book of 1,070 air-
craft, including 70 A350s.
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Emirates airline set to hire
hundreds of pilots in 2026

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Dubai-based Emirates air-
line will recruit pilots in
the ‘three digits’ in the fi-
nancial year starting April
2026 and undertake an ex-
pansion of its flight train-
ing infrastructure by ad-
ding more simulators,
according to a senior air-
line official.

“Yes, there is an indus-
try shortage. A high de-
mand for pilots exists and
will continue to exist,” Cap-
tain Bader Al Marzooqi, se-
nior vice-president of flight
training at Emirates said in
response to a question on
the chronic shortage of pi-
lots globally.

But he explained that
Emirates recruitment
teams anticipate future de-
mands six months ahead.

The airline aims to hire
1,500 pilots in 2025 and
2026, of which 550 are
planned for 2025.

In the years between
2022 and 2025, the airline
hired 2,000 pilots

‘Met hiring target’

“Our recruitment team has
been successful in attract-
ing pilots, and six months
before the financial year
ends, we have already met
our hiring target through
March. In addition, we
have a pool of shortlisted
pilots ready for the next fi-

Ruling skies: Emirates has ordered 65 additional Boeing 777X
aircraft and 8 Airbus A350-900 to expand its fleet of 269 aircraft. Ap

nancial year, during which
we plan to offer jobs in
three digits,” Mr. Marzooqi
added.

Pilots lost to rivals

The airline currently has
4,800 pilots on its rolls. It
has lost pilots in single di-
gits to rivals in Saudi Ara-
bia, where the brand new
full service carrier Riyadh
Air started flight opera-
tions last month.

He was speaking to jour-
nalists on a visit to the air-
line’s new flight crew train-
ing centre in Dubai built
with an investment of $135
million and spread across
63,318 square feet.

The hiring plans are in
step with the airline’s
growing aircraft order.

At the Dubai Airshow
that opened on November
17, the airline has ordered
65 additional Boeing 777X
aircraft and 8 Airbus A350-
900 to expand its fleet of
269 aircraft.

Training infrastructure
The airline will continue
expanding training infras-
tructure. Its existing 13 sim-
ulators include six Boeing
777-300ER, two Airbus
A350 and five A380 units.
To this, Emirates will add
Boeing 777 simulator, an
additional A350 simulator,
and its first Boeing 777-9
simulator, which is expect-
ed to become operational
by mid-2026, ahead of the
induction of the first air-
craft of this type.
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Air India reinstates codeshare
partnership with Air Canada

Adr India on Saturday announced the
reinstatement of its codeshare partnership with
Air Canada, which was suspended more than five
years ago during the coronavirus pandemic. The
codeshare agreement will enable Air India to
offer passengers access to six points across
Canada beyond its gateways at Vancouver and
London (Heathrow). A codeshare partnership
allows passengers to travel on a single tcket on
different flights.
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Thayyil Sethumadhavan

indu.sethumadhavan@gmail.com

ir travel has become
A common these days;

one can find travellers
from every stratum of society
waiting patiently for their
flights at all our airports. That
not only reflects the overall
development of the economy,
but also the trickle-down
effect which provides
opportunity for all to enjoy
the fruits of development. As
John F. Kennedy famously
said, a rising tide lifts all boats!

Airports are crowded and

noisy unlike in the past when
one could see only the
well-heeled strolling around.
The usual air travellers then
consisted of affluent
businessmen and corporate
executives, with an occasional
senior civil servant thrown in.
Contrast it with the present,
one can see that a large
section of the travellers
comprises ordinary
businessmen, families from
the middle class, tourists and
even migrant workers.

First flight

My first experience of air
travel was on my way to join
the National Academy of
Administration at Mussoorie
after the well-earned success
at the Civil Services
Examination. My father
smilingly paid for the flight in
recognition of my efforts at
cracking the exam, which was
a tough nut even in those
days. The cost of travel from
Madras to Delhi by a Caravelle

The thrill of flying

Enthusiasm for air travel remains
strong, signifying its enduring appeal

plane was about half the
monthly salary I would make
in the prestigious Service. Yet,
the memory of that flight
remains with me even after
some sixty years! Watching
the heavenly clouds passing
below was such a thrilling
experience. In fact, I felt let
down when the pilot
announced the landing at
Palam after three hours of
flight; I felt that it was too
short for the money I doled
out.

Later, while in the
government, air travel became
frequent, and the work took
me to several airports in India
and abroad. It became
routine, but nothing ever gave
me the thrill that I felt during
my first flight. Nevertheless,
there are a few flights that I
remember.

One that sticks to memory
is a flight from Bombay to

Bhubaneswar for an official
visit to a remote factory. The
Indian Airlines flight was to
take some four hours with a
halt in between; but due to
inclement weather, it could
not land at the destination.
Instead, it flew straight to
Calcutta, as the city was called
then, and offloaded the
passengers. Since there were
no more flights that evening to
Bhubaneswar, the airline
officials offered to reimburse
the passengers who wished to
go by taxi all the way. And
many did. Since I had
travelled on a voucher, I had
no choice but to wait till the
next day for a special flight to
arrive. After considerable
delay, a small 21-seater took off
with the remaining
passengers, but had to return
to the airport soon after
take-off due to a mechanical
problem. Finally, after repairs,

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO
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praying, some in tears,
some embracing each
other, and a few like us
braving our fate with
abandon

just a handful of us, the weary
and desolate leftovers, flew to
reach Bhubaneswar after a
solid 24 hours’ delay. To my
pleasant surprise, the driver, a
cheerful Sardar deputed by
the undertaking was still
waiting for me at the airport,
all patience and smiles.

Concord, the unforgettable
Another memorable trip was
by a Concorde supersonic
aircraft from Paris to London,
covering the entire journey in
less than four hours, at twice
the speed of sound. One did
not feel any discomfort at the
supersonic speed except for
the periodic thrusts when the
engine developed secondary
combustion.

A pity that Concordes were
discontinued after one of
them crashed.

Another flight which
cannot be obliterated from my
memory is one which almost
ended in a major accident. My
wife and I were on a flight
from Dallas to Washington DC,
with a halt in between. We
were returning after attending
a wedding. But just before
landing at Detroit, we were
told that there was a storm
passing by and landing was

uncertain. Fortunately, we
landed safely, but our
connecting flight had been
cancelled.

We were worried about
staying overnight and
obviously looking perplexed
when a kind official from the
airline offered help by
accommodating us on a
late-night flight to Washington
DC. When we thanked him
profusely, he smiled and
mentioned that when he saw
us looking worried, he wanted
to help. He was a kindred soul
from Pakistan.

The flight was full. We were
sleepy and waiting to land
when a most unexpected
announcement came in a
grave tone: there was an
emergency because the
landing gear had failed to
descend.

The pilot announced that
we would be landing on an
apron, with fire engines
standing by all around.
Meanwhile, the aircraft would
circle the airport to exhaust
maximum fuel. All of a
sudden, there was a deathly
silence. Most passengers
started praying, some in tears,
some embracing each other,
and a few like us braving our
fate with abandon.

A few minutes passed, all
waiting for the worst, and
then the miracle happened:
the booming voice of the
captain cheerfully announced
to thunderous applause that
the truant landing gear had
miraculously come down.

I keep wondering why my
wife and I were among the few
who did not feel alarmed.
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Flylng hlgh* It plans to grow to a fleet size of more than 600 aircraft
by 2030 has an order book of 1,070 aircraft REUTERS

IndiGo to purchase
aircraft for 7,294 cr.

to reduce forex risk

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Budget carrier IndiGo has
approved a capital invest-
ment of 7,294 crore to en-
able ownership of their air-
craft instead of leasing.
“IndiGo has historically
maintained a fleet struc-
ture predominantly reliant
on operating leases. In re-
cent years, the organisa-
tion has undertaken a stra-
tegic development towards
a more balanced owner-
ship structure and diversi-
fied forms of financing,”
the airline explained its de-
cision, adding that the
move will enable “prudent
capital allocation and sus-

tainable value creation for
all stakeholders.”

Cut forex risk

The move is expected to
shield the airline from fo-
reign exchange fluctua-
tions, as lease payments
are typically dollar-denom-
inated. Until now IndiGo
has relied on the sale and
leaseback model for many
of its aircraft, whereby it
sells new planes to leasing

companies and immediate-
ly leases them back. This
approach allows airlines to
maintain liquidity.

The airline’s CFO Gau-
rav Negi recently said that
the airline plans to in-
crease ownership of air-
craft to 30-40% of its fleet
by 2030.

In the quarter ended
September the airline re-
ported a loss of 2,582
crore, widening by 161%
compared with the same
time last year, which the
airline attributed to foreign
exchange rate fluctuations
impacting dollar-based fu-
ture obligations, due to
lease liabilities and mainte-
nance obligations denomi-
nated in U.S. dollars.

The airline currently has
nearly 430 aircraft in its
fleet. It has been adding an
aircraft a week for the past
many years and will soon
start taking deliveries of
A321 XLRs and its first wi-
debodies in A350s from
2027. It plans to grow to a
fleet size of more than 600
aircraft by 2030 and has an
order book of 1,070 air-
craft, including 70 A350s.
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Emirates airline set to hire
hundreds of pilots in 2026

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Dubai-based Emirates air-
line will recruit pilots in
the ‘three digits’ in the fi-
nancial year starting April
2026 and undertake an ex-
pansion of its flight train-
ing infrastructure by ad-
ding more simulators,
according to a senior air-
line official.

“Yes, there is an indus-
try shortage. A high de-
mand for pilots exists and
will continue to exist,” Cap-
tain Bader Al Marzooqi, se-
nior vice-president of flight
training at Emirates said in
response to a question on

the chronic shortage of pi-
lots globally.

But he explained that
Emirates recruitment
teams anticipate future de-
mands six months ahead.

The airline aims to hire
1,500 pilots in 2025 and
2026, of which 550 are
planned for 2025.

In the years between
2022 and 2025, the airline
hired 2,000 pilots

‘Met hiring target’

“Our recruitment team has
been successtul in attract-
ing pilots, and six months
before the financial year
ends, we have already met
our hiring target through
March. In addition, we
have a pool of shortlisted
pilots ready for the next fi-

)
W .
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Ruling skies: Emirates has ordered 65 additional Boeing 777X
aircraft and 8 Airbus A350-900 to expand its fleet of 269 aircraft. ap

nancial year, during which
we plan to offer jobs in
three digits,” Mr. Marzooqi
added.

Pilots lost to rivals

The airline currently has
4,800 pilots on its rolls. It
has lost pilots in single di-
gits to rivals in Saudi Ara-
bia, where the brand new
full service carrier Riyadh
Air started flight opera-
tions last month.

He was speaking to jour-
nalists on a visit to the air-
line’s new flight crew train-
ing centre in Dubai built
with an investment of $135
million and spread across
63,318 square feet.

The hiring plans are in
step with the airline’s
growing aircraft order.

At the Dubai Airshow
that opened on November
17, the airline has ordered
65 additional Boeing 777X
aircraft and 8 Airbus A350-
900 to expand its fleet of
269 aircraft.

Training infrastructure
The airline will continue
expanding training infras-
tructure. Its existing 13 sim-
ulators include six Boeing
777-300ER, two Airbus
A350 and five A380 units.
To this, Emirates will add
Boeing 777 simulator, an
additional A350 simulator,
and its first Boeing 7779
simulator, which is expect-
ed to become operational
by mid-2026, ahead of the
induction of the first air-
craft of this type.
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Air India passenger

develops mid-air
emergency, dies

S LALITHA @ New Del

An Bvearold yver on an Alr
India Qight rom Vancouver o
Dedhi via Kolkata developed a
medical emergency on Friday
night, sourees sald. The
Punjab native, Balbir Singh,
later died in a loeal hospital.

The incident took place on
hoard Al136. The Boelng 777-
337, carrying 176 passengers,
had taken off [rom
Vancouver airport at
5.12 pm on November
20. "As 11 was heading
towards Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose Interna
tional Adrport on No-
vember 21 night, the
octogenarian, who was
travelling with his sis
ter, developed health
complications and became un-
conscious,” sald a source famil-
iar with the matter,

“The cabln crew made an an-
nouncement seeking asslstance
from any doctor on board. A
medical professional came for-
ward and administered CPR
The crew also alerted the Kolk-
ata alrport authorities, and
doctors along with an ambu-
lance were kept on standby,™

thi source added.

Balbir Singh was wheeled
out of the aireralt immediately
after it landed at 955 pm. “Ajr-
port doctors attended to him
first,” the source said.

Alrport Director Vikram
Singh told this newspaper,
“The flyer was taken to a local
hospital where he wasdedared
dead.” An Air India source
said, "Our staff was very re-
sponsive throughout.
They did evervthing
possible on board.
Other stafll members
accompanied the pa-
tient to the hospital as
well, The alrine also
facilitated the travel
of the deceased’s sis-
ter from Kolkata to
Delhi on Saturday
morning.”

There was no major delay o
the fight due to the incident,
“Since Pakistan's airspace clo-
sure, the Might mutinely has a
G0-minute technical halt in
Kolkata for crew change and
refuelling. The same procedure
was [ollowed on Friday night,
and the Dight departed as usw
al.” the source sald. The body
will be transparted later
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Indigo to enter Sensex on Dec 22

BENN KOCHUVEEDAN & Mumibal

TATA Motors, which is among
the original constituents of the
Sensex, will be dropped from
the BSE's 30-share benchmark
index for the second time sinee
1986, It will be replaced with
InterGlobe Aviation, the parent
company of India’s larpest air-
line Indigo, from December 22,
the BSE Index Services said on
Saturday

The exit of Tata Motors
comes after the company was
spunoff into two separate com-
panies — onedealing with pas-
senger vehicles as Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles and com-

mercial vehicles as Tata Mo-
tors. This led to the market cap
getting diluted of the parent
company, which has been
among the oldest Sensex con-
stituents since 1986 when the
benchmark index was launched
with 30 largest valued stocks.
Tata Motors follows Nestlé,

which was dropped in June’s
re-balancing. In a statement,
BSE said the changes have been
announced by BSE Index Serv-
ices (formerly Asia Index) asa
partof thereconstitution of its
indices, effective on December
22, In the BSE 100 index, IDFC
First Bank will be induded, re-
placing Adani Green Energy .
Within the BSE Sensex 50, Max
Healthcare Institute will be
added, and Induslnd Bank will
be removed.

Meanwhile, in the BSE
Sensey Next 50 Index, IndusInd
Bank and IDFC First Bank will
replace Max Healthcare Insti-
tute and Adani Green Energy



_ AN
"I faAFgT= wifeso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

STATESMEN DELHI 23 NOVEMBER 2025

AAI pavilion inaugurated at II'TF 2025
showcasing India’s aviation innovations:

Adrports Authordty of India (AAD Inaugurated its pavilion at
the #th India Intermnational Trade Fair (INTH 2025 at Bhamt
Mandapam, Pragati Maldan Inavgummted by Civil Aviation
Minister Shri Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidw the pavilion
highlights AATs technological advancements, airport
modemisation, UDAN scheme, and airconnectivity
initiatives under the theme “Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat”
Features include imteractive kiosks, digital fip books,
Al-powered sellfe aones, and a live ATC demonstration. The
pavilion offers an immersive experience for visitors, students,
and media rellecting AAs commitment W innovation,
safety, and India's vision for a Viksit Bharat @ 2047,
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IndiGo to join Sensex on
Dec 22, Tata Motors PV exits

NEW DELHI: InterGlabe
Aviation, the operator of
the countrys largest airline
IndiGo, will find a place in
BSE's 30-share benchmark
index Sensex from Decem-
ber 22, the BSE Index Services
said on Saturday.

Al the same time, Tata
Motors Passenger Vehicles
Ltd will be drapped from the
index, it added.

The L‘J!Lil.]'l.Hl‘.'s have been
announced by BSE Index Ser-
wvices Pvt Lid as a part of the
reconstitution of ils indices,
effective al the market open
on Monday, December 22,

In the BSE 100 index,
IDFC First Bank Lid will be
induded, replacing Adani

Green Energy Ltd. Within
the BSE Sensex 50, Max
Healtheare Institiite Ltd will
be added, and Induslnd Bank
Lid will be removed.
Meanwhile, in the BSE
Sensex Mext 50 index,
IndusInd Bank and IDFC
First Bank will replace Max
Healtheare Institute Lid and
Adani Green Energy.  AGENCES

23 NOVEMBER 2025
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IndiGo to
buy planes

B MUMBAIL: Domestic carri-
er IndiGo on Friday sald
it has approved an in-
vestment of $820 million
(about F7,270 crore) In its
wholly-owned subsidi-
ary InterGlobe Aviation
Financial Services [FSC
Private Limited for alr-
craft acquisition. em
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