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Air India, BACL tie up for

maintenance facility in
Bengaluru Airport City

Dur Bureau
Bengaluru

Tata-owned Air India has
signed an agreement with
Bengaluru Airport City Lim-
ited (BACL), a subsidiary of
Bangalore International Air-
port Limited (BIAL), to es-
tablish a facility for Aircraft
Maintenance Engineering
(AME).

The 86,000-square-foot
campus, located at
Bengaluru Airport City, is
scheduled to become opera-
tional by mid 2026.

“The Basic Maintenance
Training Organisation will
establish a pipeline of skilled
engineers trained to Air In-
dia standards from the out-
set,” said Sunil Bhaskaran,
Director, Aviation Academy,
Air India.

The agreement is part of
Air India’s plans to set up a
basic maintenance training
organisation (BMTO) to of-

The Air India
BMTO is a step
towards building a
robust, future-ready
aviation ecosystem
in India

fer an integrated aircraft
maintenance  engineering
(AME) program certified by
the Indian aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).

TRANSITION JOURNEY
The Air India BMTO is a step
towards building a robust,
future-ready aviation eco-
system in India.

It will serve the ambitions
of the airline as it moves
ahead in its transformation
journey, strengthening the
availability of aircraft main-
tenance engineers as Air In-
dia expands its fleet, making
it self-reliant, the company
said in a release.
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Kenya nixes Adani airport deal

FPJ News Service

NAIRGEI

Kenyan President William Ruto
said on Thursday he had or-
dered the cancellation of a pro-
curement process which was
expected to hand over control
of the country's main airport to
Adani Group,

The decision follows the in-
dictment of the company's
founder in the United States.

"l have directed agencies
within the ministry of transport

and within the ministry of

energy and petraleum to im-
mediately cancel the ongoing
procuremnent,” Ruto said in his
state of the nation address, at-

tributing the decision to "new
information provided by inves-
tHgative agencies and partner
nations”,

Rutoy said he had also directed
the cancellation of a 30-vear,
S73-million public- private
partnership deal the energy
ministry had signed with a unit
of the Adani Group last month

[0 CONSITUCE  POWEr  Crans-
mission lines. However, the
agreement was suspended by a
court later that same month.

Earlier, on Thursday, Energy
Minister Opive Wandayi had
said there was no bribery or
corruption invelved in the
award of the transmission lines
contract
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Cidco razes ‘llegal’ dargah
near Navi Mumbai airport

NAVI MUMBAL: Cidco on Thurs-

day demolished a dargah alleg-
edly constructed illegally near
the under-construction Navi
Mumbai International Airport.
The demolition came in
response to complaints from a
right-wing Hindu organisation,
the Hindu Janajagruti Samiti
(HIS), which flagged the struc-
ture as a “significant security
concern.”

According to HIS, the
encroachment began in 2012
with the placement of four
stones painted white and green.
Over the years, it reportedly
expanded to occupy an acre of
land. “We raised the issue in
March 2023 and again in Octo-
ber 2024. Cidco has finally
acted,” said Sunil Ghanvat, the
state coordinator for the organi-
sation. SAMEERA KAPOOR MUNSHI
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Tirupati airport gets more

quota of Srivani tickets

The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) has
announced an increase in the daily quota of
Srivani darshan tickets issued at Tirupati airport.
The ticket allotment has been raised from 100 to
200. The tickets are issued upon presentation of
a valid boarding pass by travellers. The Srivani

Trust tickets offer special darshan privileges for
devotees.
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Thai AirAsia X launches
direct Delhi-Bangkok flights

GUIWAHATI, Nov 21: Tha AwrAsia X (X]) will fly travel-
lers from India to Thailand this year-end with new direct
flights from Delhi to Don Mueang Airport in Bangkok (Delhi-
Don Mueang) starting December 15, 2024, stated a press
release. The Rs 7,990 per trip offer ends on November 24 for
travels from December 15 to March 26, 2025, via airasia.com,
the AirAsia Move app (formerly airasia Superapp), or your
preferred travel partner. Tassapon Byleveld, CEO of Tha
AirAsia X, said, “Bangkok 1s a popular destination for Indian
travellers, who were the third largest number of tourists to
the kingdom in 2024. Thai AirAsia X believes that bridging
India and Thailand will promote good relations, econormc stim-
ulation, trade, and tourism by increasing the ease and afford-
ability of travel between the two countries.”
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Cancel flights delayed
beyond 3 hrs: govt to airlines

New Delhi: The ministry of civil aviation has directed
airlines to immediately inform passengers of any delay
in fAights and to cancel flights delaved bevond three
hours to avoid inconvenience tn passengers as the
winter intensifies and dense fog is expected to disrupt
flying schedules. The guidelines were issued after a
review meeting on fog preparedness chaired by civil
aviation minister K Rammoban Naidu on Wednesday,

The minister emphasised a passengerfirst
approach aligned with the ‘Ease of Flying' vision,
prioritising convenience and safety. —P11
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Domestic airlines’ fleet to
touch 1400 planes in 5 yrs

HEW DELHI
e —

Civil  Awiation  Secretary
Vumlinmang Vualpam on
Thursday said the number of
planes with domestic airlines
will increase to L400 in the
next five years as he high-
lighted the growth potential of
the country’s aviation space.

Currently, the flest is
around 800 aircraft and lead-
ing carriers IndiGo and Air
India have placed significant
plane orders.

The secretary also men-
tioned the opportunities for
women in the aviation sector,
including in the drone seg-
ment. In the last 10 vears, the
number of airports has more
than doubled from 74 to 157,
Vualnam said.

He also said the number of
passengers has doubled to
around 22 crore from 11 crore.

The secretary was speaking
at the ‘Giving Wings to
Dreams Awards 2024' hosted
by  not-for-profit  group
Women in Aviation India in
collaboration with the civil
aviation ministry

According to him, the Rs
120-crore Production Linked
Incentive scheme wassuccess-
ful and that beneficiary com-
panies have seen their overall
turnover rise to Rs 1400 crore.

“New scheme for drones is
required especially for com-
ponent manufacturers. We
will prepare and put up to the
government butthat isstill ata
preparation stage,” he noted.
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Domestic airlines’ fleet to touch
1,400 planes in 5 yrs, says official

NEW DELHI: Civil Avia-
tion Secretary Vumlunmang
Vualnam on Thursday said
the number of planes with
domestic airlines will increase
to 1,400 in the next five years
as he highlighted the growth
potential of the country’s
aviation space.

Currently, the fleet is
around 800 aircraft and lead-
ing carriers IndiGo and Air
India have placed significant
plane orders.

At an event in the national
capital, the secretary also men-
tioned the ?Fponmﬂties for
women in the aviation sec-
tor, including in the drone
segment.

In the last 10 years, the

number of airports has more
than doubled trom 74 to 157,
Vualnam said.

He also said the number
of passengers has doubled to
around 22 crore from 11 crore.

The secretary was speaking
at the ‘Giving Wings to Dreams
Awards 2024" hosted by not-
for-profit group Women in
Aviation India in collaboration

with the civil aviation ministry.

According to him, the Rs
120-crore Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme was
successful and that benefi-
ciary companies have seen
their overall turnover rise to
Rs 1,400 crore.

“New scheme for drones is
required especially for compo-
nent manufacturers. We will
prepare and put up to the gov-
ernment but that is still at a
preparation stage,” the secre-
tary noted.

The first Production Linked
Incentive scheme for drones,
introduced in 2021 with an
outlay of Rs 120 crore for three
financial years starting from
2021-22, has ended. PII
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Domestic fleet to touch 1,400 in five years

PTI B NEW DELHI

Vumlunmang Vualnam, civil
aviation secretary, on
Thursday said the number of
planes with domestic airlines
will increase to 1,400 in the
next five years as he
highlighted the growth
potential of the country's
aviation space.

Currently, the fleet is around
800 aircraft and leading
carriers, IndiGo and Air
India, have placed significant
plane orders.

At a function in the national
Capital, the secretary also
mentioned about the
opportunities for women in
the aviation sector, including
in the drone segment.

In the last 10 years, the
number of airports has more
than doubled from 74 to 157,
Vualnam said.He also said the
number of passengers has
doubled to around 22 crore
from 11 crore.

The secretary was speaking at
the 'Giving Wings to Dreams
Awards 2024' hosted by

Women in Aviation India in
collaboration with the civil
aviation ministry.

According to him, the Rs 120-

crore  Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme was
successful and that

beneficiary companies have
seen their overall turnover
rose to Rs 1,400 crore.

The first PLI scheme for
drones, introduced in 2021
with an outlay of Rs 120 crore
for three financial years
starting from 2021-22, has
ended.
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Number of hoax bomb threats to airlines
have reduced: Civil Aviation Secretary

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

Alu[horitics have successful-
y handled the menace of
hoax bomb calls to airlines and
such calls have reduced. To a
query about hoax bomb calls,
Civil Aviation Secretary
Vumlunmang Vualnam also
said that authorities have tack-
led them successfully. He fur-
ther said that procedures being
adopted to deal with fog-relat-
ed disruptions have been
streamlined.

A few weeks back, hundreds of
flights had received bomb
threat calls that later turned out
to be hoaxes. These threats had
significantly impacted flight
operations of various domestic
carriers. "Our security have
tackled this (hoax bomb calls)
and we have seen also that we
have been successful. The num-
bers have now gone down and
from the airport threat assess-
ment committee also, the con-
sultation process has been
streamlined. They have been
made more responsive, (for)

uick response...

"We have successfully handled
the hoax cases so that passen-
gers and flights are not dis-
ru}:j‘r:ed by hoax calls," Vualnam
sal

As part of preparations for the

fog season during which gen-
erally there are ﬁight disrup-
tions due to low visibility con-
ditions, the secretary said air-
lines have been instructed to
timely inform passengers about
delays or cancellations. "We will
be issuing fresh instructions to
remind airlines and airports for
the arrangements for passen-
gers”.

“If there is any unavoidable
delay in flights or cancellations,
the procedures being adopted
have been streamlined... BCAS
has issued the circular and the
drills are taking place. With
this, there will be a better han-
dling of fog season this year,"
he said.

Other steps include allowing
passengers to exit from an air-
craft through an airport depar-

ture gate in case there isalong
delay in operating the flight
after boarding. In this regard,
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) had issued a
circular earlier this ﬁ’ear.

"Now, with the drills and the
space being earmarked, it has
been activated. It requires hold-
ing areas to be earmarked and
all those things.. It will be
applicable everywhere (air-
ports) but Delhi is the top pri-
ority because of the weather
and the volume of people,” the
secretary said on the sidelines
of an event in the national cap-
ital.

On Wednesday, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
held a review meeting with var-
ious stakeholders on fog pre-
paredness.
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‘Give snacks if flight delayed 2-4 hours’

TiMES NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Airlines will
now have to provide bevera-
ges and snacks to passeng-
ers when flights are delayed
by two to four hours and me-
als on those delayed beyond
four hours.

Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA) has advi-
sed the airlines as low visibi-
lity in north India has alrea-

dy started leading to delays
this winter. When a flight is
delaved In one sector, it leads
to consequential delayson all
other routes across the airli-
ne's network the aircraft is to
operate that day.

The aviation ministry
posted on X on Friday, “These
measures are designed to
prioritise passenger conveni-
ence during unforeseen dis-
ruptions... Airlines (have) to

provide drinking water for
delays of flight up to two ho-
urs; tea or coffee with
snacks/refreshments for de-
lays between two and four 4
hours; and meals for delays
exceeding four hours.”

It added, “These provi-
sions by airlines aim to en-
hance passenger experience
while addressing their basic
needs during extended wai-
ting times.”

Besides, Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security has now al-
lowed “smooth re-entry of
passengers stranded inside
aircraft due to weather or
technical delays, minimising
inconvenience and facilita-
ting smoother reboarding
when flights resume. A drill
of the same by stakeholders
concerned is also being carri-
edout,” theaviation ministry
said on Wednesday.
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