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No decision vet
on operators of
airports owning
airlines: Naidu

DEERAK PATEL
Mewi Delhi, 22 September

Nodecision hasbeentakenon
gllowing the operstors of
Dethi and Murmibhai airportsto
own and run airdines because
the povernment is weighing
the pros and cons of relaxing
cross-ownership restrictions,
Civil Avistion Minister Kinja-
rapu Rammohan Makdn said
on Tuesday.

“"We noed more airlines.
A& regards) airports operat-
ing airlines ... we need some
deliberation on that,” be said
in respanse to 8 queestion ina
press conference on whether
the povernment had tnken a
diecision on the Adani group’s
request tostart an airline.

The Adani group operates
cight girports, including
Mumbbai mirport.

On June 4, it wrote to the
Airports Authority of India
(AAl), requesting a waiver so
that it and its affiliates coulbd
“imvest in, establish, acouire,
WL, prvmote or control” a
scheduled airdine. OnJuly 23,
IndiGo promoter end Manag:
ing Director Rahul Bhatia
opposed any move to allow
such airport operators to own
pirlines, saying such a model
would create a “massive con
flict of interest™ and could
ultimately hurt consumers.
Asked whether a decision
had been mmken, MNaido
replied in the negative.

When Delhi and Mumbai
girports were privatised in
2006, the AAl sizned the
“operation, management and
development  agrecments™
with the winning bidders.
The pacis containrestrictions
on airport operators owning
oroperating airlines,
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Centre studying plan for 4
new airports in West Bengal

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Thee Centre is assessing
the viability of developing
four new airports in West
Bengal by reviving airstrips
at Balurghat and Purulia
and setting up commercial
aviation facilities at the IAF
bases in Kalaikunda and
Hasimara, officials said.

“The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) is preparing
a detailed project report
for the four airports and
will assess whether airline
services there are feasible,”
officials of the Ministry of
Civil Aviation said.

Officials could not con-
firm whether the airports
would be developed under
the UDAN scheme, saying
the plan was still at an early
stage. The Centre’s UDAN
regional connectivity
scheme (RCS) subsidises

AAI asked the State
Govt. for 38.25 acre
land at Kalaikunda,
38 acre at Hasimara
for civil enclaves

airlines serving tier-2 and
tier-3 cities and caps fares
to keep tickets affordable.

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
told the Rajya Sabha in Au-
gust 2026 that there were
plans to use the Kalaikun-
da and Hasimara IAF bases
for commercial flights, but
“the requisite land has not
been handed over by the
State Government.”

Clearing hurdles

With the BJP defeating the
TMC in the 2026 Assembly
election and forming go-
vernment in West Bengal,
officials say it will now be

easier to clear the hurdles.

The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) had asked
the West Bengal govern-
ment to provide 38.25 acre
of land at Kalaikunda and
38 acre at Hasimara for ci-
vil enclaves at the two Air
Force stations.

100 more airports

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion signed MoUs with 21
States and Union Territo-
ries on Tuesday, urging
them to take the lead un-
der the scheme and pro-
pose new RCS airports. Mi-
nister for Civil Aviation
Ram Mohan Naidu said the
move would help create
100 more airports over the
next 10 years.

The Union Cabinet in
March approved “Modified
UDAN" scheme for anoth-
er 10 years at a total outlay
of ¥28,840 crore.
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Will weigh all pros and cons of cross
ownership of airports, airlines: Naidu

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, September 22

THE GOVERNMENT will
weigh all the pros and cons and
will focus on maintaining mar-
ket balance while deciding on
the issue of cross-ownership
between airlines and airports,
Civil Aviation Minister KRam-
mohan Naidu said Tuesday.

Naidu's commentsat an in-
dustry event came in response
to a question on whether the
government had decided on
the Adani group’s request fora
waiver from eross-ownership
restrictions as it was evaluating
participating in the airline busi-
ness. Naidu said that no deci-
sion has been taken and the
matter is under deliberation.

“...one thing from the gov-
ernment is clear: that we need
mote airlines to come into the
picture. Now, operating air-
ports and airlines together
needs some deliberation. We
aregoingtosee the prosandthe
consofit. Youseethefirstidea
istoprovide the passengerwith
more airlines as an option and
ifthereissomeone whoisinter-
ested to do it, then the govern-
ment supports the idea.

“But when the (airport) op-
erator only has to do it, then
what are the cons also that
might come out? We need to
create a system where the cons

» STRIKING ABALANCE

THE GOVERNMENT hasbeen
calling for more airlinesinthe
Indian skies, given the duopoly of
IndiGo and the Air India group,
which have a cumulative domestic
market share of over 30%

BUT ALLOWING airport
operators to run airlines can have
pitfalls, specifically those related
to fair competition and non-dis-
criminatory access to carriers,
according to experts

AS PER the OMDA for Mumbai
and Delhi airports, scheduled air-
lines and their group entities can't

hold more than 10% stakein the
airport operator

arealsotakencareof,” the min-
ister said.

Naidu also reiterated the
government’s stated position
that therewas no blanket policy
restricting airport operators
from holding substantial
equity in airlines, although
cross-holding restrictions are
part of contracts for some air-
ports operated by private sector
players, like inthe case of Mum-
bai airport operated by the
Adani group.

Last month, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA) in-
formed Parliament that the

state-owned Airports Authority
of India (AAT) had received a
request seeking a waiver of the
cross-holding cap provision,
but didn't name the Adani
group.

The government has been
calling for more airlines in the
Indian skies, given the duopoly
of IndiGo and the Air India
group, which have a cumu-
lative domestic market share of
over 90%. But allowing airport
operators to run airlines can
have pitfalls, specifically those
related to fair competition and
non-discriminatory access to

carriers, according to experts.

In a letter addressed to the
AAT chairman in June, Adani
Airport Holdings's CEO Arun
Bansal had sought a waiver or
clarification in the Mumbai air-
port’s operation, management
and development agreement
{OMDA) to pave the way for the
group to directly or indirectly
invest in, acquire, promote, or
control ascheduled airline, itis
learnt. Bansal alsosought simi-
lar waivers, approvals, and
clarifications for all existing
and future airports, given that
the conglomerate may in future
operate more airports, accord-
ing to sources.

However, Adani group flag-
ship Adani Enterprises had
said in July that it was not
evaluarting any proposal to
enter the airline business.

As per the OMDA for Mum-
bai and Delhi airports, sched-
uled airlines and their group
entities can't hold more than
10% stake in the airport oper-
ator. This also effectively re-
stricts the airport operator and
its group entities from invest-
ing in or promoting a sched-
uled airline.

The Adani group has 74%
stake in the Mumbai airport,
while GMR has74%inthe Delhi
airport.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Telangana airports to highlight
State heritage, says CM Reddy

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Hyderabad

Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday
emphasized that the pro-
posed airports at Warangal
and Adilabad, besides the
Telangana Bhavan in Delhi
should symbolise the south-
ern State's rich culture.

He instructed officials to
conduct a study of the archi-
tectural and sculptural styles
of the famous ‘akatiya Kala
Thoranam (arch) of the
Kakatiya dynasty, Ramappa
Temple, and Pillalamarri
Temple-which embody the
state's history and culture-
and to incorporate the
Telangana heritage in the
new constructions.

During a meeting, the offi-
cials briefed the chief minister
on various logistical issues at
the sites where the airports are
proposed to be developed,
including the shifting of power
lines, diversion of streams and
roads, and the relocation of
BSNL lines and drinking water
supply pipelines, an official
release said.

CM Revanth Reddy issued
several directives to the offi-
cials on the construction of
roads along the airport com-
pound walls and connecting
them to nearby district, state,
and national highways, it said.

He cautioned that numer-
ous complications would
arise if the departments
execute the works in their
purview without coordina-

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy

tion with other wings, it said.

Reviewing the designs for
the Adilabad and Warangal air-
ports and the Telangana
Bhavan in Delhi, Reddy sug-
gested several modifications to
reflect Telangana culture,
sculpture, and architectural
styles in the construction of the
airports. The CM, on September
19, said the dream of an airport
atWarangal was taking shape,
with the required land having
been handed over to the
Airports Authority of India.

Union Coal and Mines
Minister G Kishan Reddy
recently said a “joint use”
airport would come up at
Adilabad with the facility
being used for defence and
civilian purposes.

Kishan Reddy has said
nodal officers would be
appointed on behalf of the
state government, Civil
Aviation ministry and the
Defence Ministry to expedite
the establishment of the
airport.
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Govt plans to review
airport-airline stakes

New Delhi, Sept. 22: The
government will assess
the “pros and cona” af the
proposal for airport oper-
ators owning stakes in air-
lines and decide on a bal-
anced approach, Civil
Aviation minister K
Rammohan Nakdu sald on
Tuesday,

Talking to reporters on
the sidelines of signing
pacts for the next phase of
Udaan, the minlster said
that to make full use of
today's strong travel
demand, India’s aviation
sector needs at least five
airlines operating with
100 aircraft each,

He said the ministry is
actively supporting the
ambition given the coun-
try’s size and growing air-
port network,

Maidu further said peo-
ple, even in small towns,
want alrports in their
vicinity

To a guery on the Adanl
Group secking to own a
stake in an airline, the
minister said one thing
from the government is
clear: the country nesads
more airlines to come into
the picture.

"Mow, alrports and air
lines operating together
need some delibaration on
that. We are going o see
the pros and the cons of
it,” he sald. The first ldea,
he added, is to provide the
passenger with more adr-
lines as an option.

And if there is someons
who s interested in doing
ft, then the government
supports the idea, the
minister sald. Naidu also
added that there is no
clause or rule which stops
the airport operators from
having airlines other than
the OMDA agreements for
Dielhi and Mumbai

PTI
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Centre to decide on airport
opcrators owning airlines

Our Bureau
Mew Delbi

The Centre i5 examining
the implications of airport
operators owning airlines
and rice versa, and will take
a balanced approach, Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mo
‘han Naidu ssid on Toesday.

Speaking on the side-
lines of an event, the Min
ister said no decision had
been taken yet and the
matter remained under de-
liberation. He was re-
sponding 1o a question on
the Adinl Group's nterest
in starting an airline.

At present, the Adani

Group operates several air-
ports under the public
privite partnership model.

DELIBERATION NEEDED
“However, alrports and air
lines operating together re-
quire deliberation. We will
axaming the pros and cons
and take a balanced ap
proach,” he said.

Besides, the Minister
said there was no general
government rule prevent-
ing alrport operators from
owming airlines, apart from
provisions in the opera-
tion, management and de
velopment agresments for
[relhi and Mumbai
aiFpares.
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Customs seizes ganja worth Rs 28 crore
seized from 7passengers atKIA

BENCALURU, DHNS

Bengaluru customs said it
seized 80.1 kg of hydroponic
ganja worth Rs 28.01 crore
from seven passengers in
five cases at Kempegow-
da International Airport
(KIA).

In another case, 1.2 kg of
gold valued at Rs 1.75 crore
was seized.

In the latest case on Mon-
day, customs officials inter-
cepted a passenger arriving
from Vietnam and seized
2 kg of hydroponic ganja
worth Rs 70 lakh, concealed
in cabin baggage. The pas-
senger was arrested under
the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985.

In another case, a pas-
senger arriving from Kuala
Lumpur was intercepted
with 559.4 gram of gold
worth Rs 81.47 lakh. The

Hydrnponlc gama at the
Kempegowda International
Airport. pHOTO.CUSTOMS

gold was concealed in bag-
gage, undergarments and
on the passenger's body.
The passenger was arrest-
ed under the Customs Act,
1962.

On September 19, cus-
toms officials intercepted

a passenger arriving from
Bangkok and seized 15.3 kg
of hydroponic ganja worth
Rs 5.35 crore. The passen-

er was arrested under the
NDPS Act.

On the same day, two
passengers arriving from
Bangkok were intercept-
ed with 26.8 kg of ganja
worth Rs 9.38 crore. Both
were arrested under the
NDPS Act.

In another case, a pas-
senger arriving from Abu
Dhabi was intercepted
with 642 gram of gold or-
naments worth Rs 93.78
lakh. The passenger was
arrested under the Customs
Act.

Customs also intercept-
ed two passengers arriving
from Bangkok and seized
36 kg of hydroponic ganja
worth Rs 12,57 crore. Both
were arrested under the
NDPS Act.
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Delhi’s IGI airport
leapfrogs Dubai in
global connectivity

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, September 22

DELHI'S INDIRA GANDHI
International Airport is
emerging as a moreimportant
international connecting hub,
with its global connectivity
ranking improving sharply as
IndiGo'’s expanding domestic
network feeds into a growing
international network.

Delhi climbed 11 placesto
rank 28th among the world's
most connected interna-
tional airport hubs in aviation

data provider DAG's
Megahubs 2026 report. It was
ranked 39thin 2025,

Dubai International Air-
port, meanwhile, fell from
15thto 3 1st,although disrup-
tion in West Asia also affected
the rankings this year.

The OAG ranking is not
based simply on passenger
traffic, number of flights or
destinations. [t measures the
number of possible interna-
tional connections that can
be made between arriving
and departing flights within
a six-hour window, taking
into account factors such as
minimum connection times
and destinations served.

The improvement there-
fore points to a change in the
role of Delhi airport, from
being primarily an origin-
and-destination airport for
the National Capital Region
tobecomingastrongertrans-
fer point for passengers trav-
elling between domestic and
international destinations.

IndiGo is central to this
shift. The airline accounts for
40% of flights at Delhi,
according to OAG, giving the
airport a large domesticfeeder
networkthat canconnect pas-
sengers from other Indian
cities to international services
operating from the capital.

Delhi’s strengthis particu-

28th globall
Delhirises 11 places,
from 3%th

Delhi's rank among
low-cost megahubs

9thin Asia-Pacific
Among intermational
megahubs

Mumbai: 11th globally
Among low-cost
megahubs

57 % LCC capacity
Low-cost carriers' share
at Delhi

60% LCC capacity
Low-cost carriers’ share
at Mumbai

Globaltop 5

Istanbul | LondonHeathrow

Kuala Lumpur

| Amsterdam Schiphol
Chicago O'Hare

larly visible in the low-cost
carrier segment. It ranks ninth
globally in OAG’s Low-Cost
Megahubs index,with low-cost
carriers accounting for 57% of
capacity at the airport. IndiGo's
dominant presencegives itasub-
stantialrolein creating potential
connectionsacross the network.
Mumbai is also gaining
prominenceas alow-cost con-
nectivity hub. It ranks 11th
globally in the LCCMegahubs
ranking, with low-cost carri-
ers accounting for 60% of
capacity. IndiGo operates
4 3% of flights at Mumbai.
The two airports under-
line the growing role of
India’s largest aviation mar-
ketsin international low-cost
networks. However, the con-

nectivity remains concen-
trated, with Delhi the only
Indian airport to feature in
OAG’s global Top 50 interna-
tional Megahubs ranking.

In the Asia-Pacific region,
Delhi ranks ninth, behind
Kuala Lumpur, Seoul, Tokyo,
Singapore, Bangkok, Shanghai,
Guangzhouand Hong Kong.

Eight airports from the
region feature inthe global Top
25 reflecting theintensecom-
petition among Asian hubs.

Istanbul topped theglobal
ranking, followed by London
Heathrow, Amsterdam
Schiphaol, Kuala Lumpur and
Chicago O'Hare. Istanbul
serves 33 7 destinations, with
Turkish Airlines accounting
for 80% of its capacity.
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Med negligence plaint

against airport nixed

Pranali Lotlikar

ML BAI

Thirteen years after a Goa resi-
dent died following a medieal
emergency at Mumbai airport,
the Maharashtra  State
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission has dismissed a
4804 lakh compensation
complaint by his father, ruling
there was no deficiency in ser-
vice or medical negligence by
Mumbai International Airport
Limited (MIAL), Go Airlines or
Dr RN Cooper and Nanavati
hospitals where he was
shifted.

The forum held that com-
plainant Rohidas Borkar had
suppressed material facts
about his 28-year-old son
Siddhesh's medical history of
alcoholic liver cirrhosis. Afier
arriving in Mumbai from Abu
Dhabi on July 29, 2013, he suf-
fered convulsions, was exam-
ined by an airport medical
officer and advised hospital-
isation, which he refused. He
was subsequently denied a “fit
to fly" certficate by Jet
Airways and offloaded on
medical grounds.

According 1o Borkar’s com-
plaint, Siddhesh suffered con-
vulsions again, fell on an air-
port escalator, sustained seri-
ous hend injuries and was left
unattended for nearly two
hours before being shifted 1o

Father sought 748.04L
over son's 2013 death;
commission finds the
airport provided
prompt medical aid

Cooper Hospital.

MIAL, however, produced
CCIV foorage, medical logs
and hospital records showing
that Siddhesh independently
booked a Go Aidines ticket
after being offloaded by Jet. At
around 2.23pm, he suffered
another bout of convulsions
while descending a stationary
escalator, An airport doctor
attended to him at 2.30pm, he
was wheeled out at 2.51pm
and the ambulance left for
Cooper Hospital at 310pm.

Siddhesh was later shified
to Nanavati Hospital, where he
remained on a ventilator for 11
days. His family took him out
of both hospitals against medi-
cal advice after executing
undertakings accepting
responsibility. He was taken
towards Goa by ambulance
and died at a Panwel hospital
on August 14, 2013,

The Commission said the
complaint concealed the "fit to
fiy" denial, calling the sup-
pression a fundamental
breach of trust. It expressed
sympathy to Borkar and
appreciated MIAL's prompt
medical assistance.
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Govt studies airline role
for operators of alrports

HT Correspondent

|letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: The government is
considering whether airport
operators can also enter the air-
line business, civil aviation min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu said on
Tuesday, underlining the need to
provide more alternatives for
passengers in India’s aviation
market.

“The government is examin-
ing the pros and cons of allowing
airport operators to have air-
lines, and would take a balanced
approach, " Naidu told reporters,
while clarifying that the govern-
ment had not taken a decision
vet on the matter. The minister
was responding to a question
about the Adani group report-
edly approaching the govern-
ment about starting an airline.

Naidu pointed out the rules do
not prevent operators of airports
other than New Delhi or Mum-

bai from owning an airline. “If

you look at it, as such, in the gov-
ernment, there is no clause or
rule anywhere in the govern-
ment that stops airport opera-
tors from having the airlines
other than the OMDA (Opera-
tion, Management and Devel-
opement Agreement) for Delhi
and Mumbai,” Naidu said. The
agreement bars the New Delhi
and Mumbai airport operators
from owning more than a 10%
stake in airlines.

The Adani group operates
Mumbai and seven other air-

Naidu pointed out the rules do not prevent operators of airports
other than New Delhi or Mumbai from owning an airline. HT

ports . GMR Airports manages
New Delhi and five additional
facilities. The Adani group's flag-
ship company, Adani Enter-
prises, had on July 24 denied
media reports that it is evaluat-
ing a proposal to enter the air-
line business.

The minister's remarks came
after his address on the need for
more airlines in the country dur-
ing the signing of MoUs for the
next phase of the regional con-
nectivity programme UDAN,

“One of the challenges is to
bring more aircraft. And the
other challenge for us as an
industry is to create more air-
lines in the industry..Because
the duopoly is much talked
about today. So [ want to over-
come this duopoly that has
existed. We need to facilitate
more airlines to come into the
industry,” Naidu said.

Between them, IndiGo and Air

India service 90% of passengers
in India after a series of airline
bankrupteies and mergers left
them as the dominant players in
the market.

Naidu later told the media
that the government was clear
that passengers need the option
of more airlines. "And if there is
someone who is interested in
doing it, then the government
supports the idea,” he added.

The minister said the govern-
ment has an ambition of having
at least five airlines with 100 air-
craft each, given the number of
passengers and airports in the
country. Naidu also said the gov-
ernment will not cap airfares for
the upcoming festival season,
but will advise airlines to keep
the prices reasonable, pointing
out that operating costs for avia-
tion companies have risen due to
higher fuel costs.

With inputs from Bloomberg
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Digi Yatra all set for int’l

Neha LM Tripathi and
Meera] Chauhan

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The government is
working to extend Digl Yatra, the
facial recognition-based system
now used by domestic flyers, to
international departures, with
trials planned at Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengalhur, Hyderabad and Cochin
between October and December,
officials aware of the matter said.

“Delhi and Mumbai are likely to
be the first airports to get the facil-
ity,” an officer aware of the plans
said, while confirming the push by
the government to initiate the
scheme as soon as possible.

Passengers will gain only on the
departure side in the first phase,
The initial rollout is expected to
focus on less-sensitive points such
as terminal entry, security and
potentially boarding gates, while
integration with immigration is
likely to be taken up at a later
stage, as the system is tested and
its efficacy established, a second
official said.

Emigration checks will con-
tinue as they are, and passengers
on inbound flights will see no
change.

The ministry of civil aviation's
Digi Yatra policy document
describes the immigration system
as isolated from the Digi Yatra
boarding m, with automated
border control at departure and
arrival envisaged as a subsequent
phase, Unlike the domestic sys-
tem, which uses Aadhaar-based
enrolment, the international ver-
sion will use electronic passports,
the first afficial said.

A passenger holding an e-pass-
port will be able to scan its first

Officials said emigration checks will continue as they are, and
passengers on inbound flights will see no change.

page and use a phone to read the
chip embedded in the document
through near-field communica-
tion (NFC), the first officer said.
The stored on the chip
will then be matched with a selfie
to create the passenger’s digital
credential, which can subse-
quently be used for identity valida-
tion at different airport touch-
points.

All e-passports conform to
international standards and carry
certain biometric details. Till July
30, 2026, a total of 17,316,144
e-passports have been issued,
according to a government reply
in Parliament in August.

In the domestic system, the app
receives Aadhaar e-KYC data,
extracts a reference face from it
and matches that against a selfie
taken with liveness detection, with
the resulting credential stored in a
wallet on the passenger’s phone,
according to the ministry’s policy
document.

Software upgradation work is
under way, after which an audit by
the ministry of electronics and
information technology (MeitY)
will be conducted, before the trials
begin, the second officer aware of

MINT

the developments said. The
upgraded application is undergo-
ing final testing, with a vulnerabil-
ity assessment and penetration
testing by CERT-In, as well as Stan-
dardisation Testing and Quality
Certification (STQC), planned as
part of the process, the officer cited
above added.

Rules for air travel, which are
introduced by the civil aviation
ministry, home affairs ministry
and bureau of civil aviation, will
have to change as well. "A few
rules need to be amended includ-
ing the mandatory requirement of
showing passports at the airport
entry,” the first officer said.

“International travel is a sensi-
tive border-crossing process and
every stakeholder needs to be sat-
isfied that the new process is
robust, safe and secure,” Digi Yatra
chief executive officer (CEQ)
Suresh Khadakbhavi said.

Discussions with authorities
have been initiated and are pro-
gressing well , with further talks
being reinitiated under the gui-
dance of the ministry, he added.
“The long-term plan is to make the
Digi Yatra ecosystem interopera-
ble with participating overseas air-

Digi Yatra is also in discussions
with the International Air Trans-
Association (IATA) ICAO and
an EUDI pilot trials under the
APTITUDE cohort, toexplore such
cross-border  interoperability,
although these discussions are at
an early stage,” Khadakbhavi said.
The change will require pro-
curement of some technology. At
international checkpoints, e-gates
would be required and would have
to be integrated with Digi Yatra at
the backend, a process that could
take some time after the trials, a
third officer said.

The move is among a host of

steps the authorities are taking
towards digitisation of air travel.
The stamping of boarding passes
at the security check is not man-
datory. On September 1, the
Burean of Immigration (Bol)
posted on X that passengers
would have one less document to
CAITY.
“Your boarding pass can now
stay on your phone. E-Boarding
Passes are accepted at all Immi-
gration Counters, so you no longer
need to carty a physical boarding
pass to clear immigration,” the
post read. Boarding passes con-
tinue to be issued.

“The recent dedision to do away
with physical immigration stamps
effective September 1 is an early
step towards the larper transition,”
the firstofficer said.

The ministry of home affairs
has for the past couple of vears run
a fast track immigration-trusted
traveller programme (FTI-TTP),
which speeds up immigration for
pre-verified Indian nationals and
Owverseas Citizens of India (OCT)
card holders at multiple airports.

departure trials from Oct
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People stand as
plane moves on
runway at IGIA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Mew Dethi

IN a safety lapse, passengers on
an Air India Express flight
were seen standing as the air-
craft taxied towards the park-
ing bay at IGI Airport on Mon-
day Flight IX 1236, which took
off from Indore at 10.44 am on
September 21, reached [GLA at
12.32 pm, according to FlightA
ware. The Boeing 737 Max 8 had
landed safely and was taxiing
when some passengers were
seen walking towards the exit.

An Air India spokesperson
said, “'We are aware of a social
media post concerning an in-
stance of non-adherence to
standard on board safety in-
strictions after landing. We are
in touch with the guest and re-
viewing the incident with the
relevant teams."”
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[ usAa |
NY airport
service resumes

Flights were taking off
and landing at New York
City-area airports
Tuesday with some
delays and
cancellations, after
hours of disruptions
resulting from damaged
communications lines at
a key air traffic control
facility in Philadelphia
that were later repaired.
Hundreds of flights
were cancelled
throughout the US
Northeast on Monday,
including more than 600
into and out of Newark
Liberty International
Airport, as the outage hit
every major airport in the
New York City area.
Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy also said in
an online post that
"it will take some time to
clear all existing
delays”. (AP)
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KIA automated enquiry
system set for upgrade

AnushS@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Eempegowda International Air-
port (KTA) is all set to upgrade its on-premises
Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS) with
afocuson improving passengerexperience, au-
tomation and its scalability

IVRS involves an automated phone-in tech-
nology thatlets callers get flight detailsand air-
port information by listening to pre-recorded
voice menus and pressing phone
keysorspeaking commands.

KIA currently operates an
IVRS for passenger enguiries,
flight information, lost-and-fo-

% und routing, and general enguiri-

es using agents through the phone numbers 080-
6678555 and 080-47406666. According to airport
operator BIAL, the upgrade is being considered
mainly because of the increasing passenger vo-
lumes, expansion of terminals, and also to im-
prove passenger engagement. The new system
is alsolikely to reduce the current workload on
call agents. Currently, the airport hasthe capa-
city to handle a maximum of 400 inbound calls
aday and 100 calls in peak hour. BIAL anticipa-
tes as0% traffic growth over the next five years,
highlighting the need for sufficient scalability.

The upgraded smart IVRS is expected to in-
crease this capacity, helping BIAL handle at le-
ast600 calls per day in the next five years and al-
80 increasing the peak-hour capacity to 150
calls. The project will be carried out by an ex-
ternal partner who will initially conduct a de-
talled study about the requirements of the air-
port. Once the IVRS s upgraded, it will have the
capability to resolve level-1 priority incidents
withintwohours. Critical incidents areexpected
tobe solved in 15 minutes, while the least priority
ones tobe resolved within 48 hours.
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Centre signs MoUs with 21 States for next phase of UDAN

Dl.lr Bureau
Hew Dt

Over 20 State governments
have showm interest in the
Centre's modified UDAN
scheme, which aims to acce]
crate girport construction,
expand  helicopter  con-
nectivity and promote do
mestic wviation
manufactiring,

Accordingly, the Unlan
Minzstry of Civil Aviation has
signed memorands of under-
stunding  (MolUs) with 21
States for the next phase of
UTAMN,

Speaking after the signing
on Tuesday, Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu

said the Centre will adopt a
challenge-based approach to
prioritize alrport  projects
that could be taken up
quickdy.

Rather than pursuing all
projects simultanecusiy, the
Ministry intends 1o select
pricrity airports and those
that are relatively eagier to
ENECLTE,

EXPEDITING FROJECTS
“Earlier, it eould rake up 1o
three wears 1o complete
these arports. We want to
reduce this,” Noidu said.

“From the day the ]:-n:l}LxL
starts, we want to finish i
within 18 months and give
the public the opportunity to
travel from there.”

According to the Minister,
the next phase incorporates
lessonz from  the  earlier
scheme amd follows work
shops with States.

Further, Naidu said the re-
maining States were final
ising thelr MoU documenits,
and the Ministry expected to
complete the signing process
within two-three weeks.

The scheme also envisages
200 heliports  across  the
countey, with a focus on im-
proving access in the North
East, und remote locations,

Furthermore, Naidu said
the Centre will spend almost
T30,000 crore over the next
10 vears under the nexy
phase of UDAN, Contribu-
tions from States and other

stakeholders could tuke the
overall scale to Ta0000
crore, he added.

NEW ENTRANTS

The scheme could also en-
courage new airlines to enter
the market and help existing
operators strengthen their
operations.

Additlonally, Naldu said
domestic sireraft manufac-
turing will be an important
part of the next phase, in line
with the povernment's At
munirbharts and Make in In-
dia objectives,

Aviation manufacturing,
he said, could generate
Thiighly skilled jobs and wider
employment.

In addition, Waidu said

UDAN had supported the de-
velopment of more than 90
airports over the past decade
and benefied nearly 1,54
crore passengers throwh af-
fordahle air travel.

He zaid the next phase will
cater w need for airports
closer to tier-11 and -I11 cit-
ies. “It is important for us o
plan for Viksit Bharar 2047,
when Indis should ideally
have more than 350 air-
ports,” he said.

Last month, businessline
had reported that the Centre
wis  Inviting nominations
from States and Union Ter-
ritorics 1o sclect the first
batch of 50 airports for de
velopment under the modi-
fied UDAN scheme,
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‘Financial, operational scrutiny of
Spice]ct aimed at ensuring safety’

Dur Bureau
Kew Dethi

The aviation safery regulator
is undertaking operational as
well as financial scrutiny of
Spicefer amid the airfine’s
financial difficulties, Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mo-
han Naidu said on Tuesday.

According vo Naidu, the
scrutiny through the Direct-
orate General of Civil Avi-
ation is aimed ar ensuring
that  safery 15 not
compromised,

“We do not want any lapse
in safiety,” he said, respond-
ing to a question om the air-

fines financial position and
pending funding under the

Emergency  Credit  Line
Guaranmes Scheme
ECLGS).

GOVT INTERVENTION

“For the future, we are con
tinuously engaging with the
airline and examining how
best the Ministry can facilit-
arte matters, Bur these are
private airlines, und there are
limits to what the govern-
ment can do,™ he said.

“Our main priority is to
cnsure that passengers do
oot face inconvenience, that
safety is not compromised at
any cost, and that smooth

operations are iuﬁmmrﬂ i
Nuidu said.

Besides, Naidu said Spice-
Jer had received T150 crore
under the ECLGS, while the
remaining funding has to be
waorked out berween the air-
Tine and its bank.

Asked about the disburse
ment of & further T350 crore,
the Minister said, “The re-
midinkng amount is some
thing the organisation und
the bank have to work out
The scheme is in place; they
need to obtain the funds,”
Nuidii said.

The Minister did mot in
dicate a timeline for further
dishursement.
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Adanis’ Proposal to Start Airline
Under Deliberation, Says Naidu

Aviation minister flags cross-ownership concerns despite push for more carriers

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The government will
be cautious in allowing the Adani
Group to start an airline, even
though it wants to break the duo-
poly of IndiGo and Air India, as it
is wary of the conflict of interest
caused by cross ownership of air-
lines and airports, civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu said
on Tuesday.

“When an airport operator
wants to operate an airline, we al-
so have to examine the potential
disadvantages. We need to create
a system that addresses those
concerns. There are several ad-
vantages, but the matter is under
deliberation,” Naidu said in re-
sponse to a query from ET on the
sidelines of an event where he
stressed that India should have
more airlines.

JUNE LETTERBY ADANIGROUP

In June, the Adani Group, which
owns a 74% stake in Mumbali air-
port, wrote to the government se-
ekingtheremoval of aclausethat
restricts the operator of Delhi
and Mumbai airports from hol-
dingmore than al0% stake inany
scheduled carrier.

In the letter dated June 4, Adani
Airports chief executive officer
Arun Bansal said that group firm
Adani Defence & Aerospace was
evaluatingstartinganairlineasa
natural extension of the group’s

-

e ON CROSS-OWNERSHIP

Whenanairport
operator wantsto
operateanairline, we
alsohavetoexamine
the potential disadvan-
tages. Weneedtocreate
asystemthataddresses

those concerns
RAM MOHAN NAIDU

Union civil aviation minister

existingaviation ecosystem.
Government officials ET spoke
tosaid removing such a clause co-
uld be seen as arestrictive benefit
given to a single company and wo-
uld come under scrutiny.
Theclause was partof theagree-

ment when Delhi and Mumbai
airports were privatised in 20086,
and any amendment would requi-
re Union Cabinet approval.

The officials also said that while
it is encouraging that a cash-rich
group wants to start an airline,
cross ownership of airlines and
airports may prove detrimental
for customers inthelongrun.

“While we talk of airline duopo-
ly, airports are a natural monopo-
ly as they are the single gateway
inacity Hence, allowingacompa-
ny which owns one of the largest
airportsin the country tostartan
airline has to be cautiously weig-
hed,” according to one senior go-
vernment official.

AIRLINES AGAINST CLAUSE RELIEF
Airlines have opposed any relaxa-
tion of the clause. Rahul Bhatia,
managing director of IndiGo, on
Thursday said any move allowing
cross ownership would create a
“massive conflict of interest” and
ultimately hurt consumers.

“It typically would reflect a mas-
sive conflict of interest, and over
aperiod of time, it would actually
be against the interest of consu-
mers,” he said.

In 2019, approval for an ¥8,000-
crore investment by the Tata Gro-
up in GMR Airports, which then
operated Delhi and Hyderabad
airports, was denied after solici-
tor general Tushar Mehta oppo-
sed it.

Naidu instead said that Ude

Desh ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN), the
scheme that subsidised airlines
tooperate on unprofitable remote
routes, would catalyse entrepre-
neurstostartregional airlines.
“We want at least five airlines to
operate with 100 planes each. The-
re should beairlines which opera-
tes in specific regional geograp-
hieslike someoneshould think of
an airline which connects the
north east,” the minister added.
Firstlaunched in 2017, the ambi-
tious UDAN scheme was aimed at
fuelling a nationwide expansion
of air travel in one of the world's
fastest-growing aviation mar-
kets. Under the scheme, the go-
vernment caps airfares and, in li-
eu, offers incentives, including
subsidies, to attract airlines to
less-traversed routes. The second
phase of the scheme boosted the
outlay sixfold to ¥28,840 crore.

STRICTCRITERIA
Naidu said strict criteria would
govern airport selection in the se-
cond phase of the scheme aimed
atboosting regional connectivity.
This will be done through the
‘challenge mode’, where propo-
sed airports will be scored on
multiple criteria, including pro-
ximity to tourist spots, industrial
corridors or major airports; in-
frastructure readiness such as
runways and terminal buildings;
land availability; and state go-
vernment commitment to finan-
cial contribution.
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oAt N
Assessing pros
& cons of GMR,

Adani owning

airlines: Naidu

MNITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, September 22

THEGOVERNMENTIS assess-
ing the pros and cons of allow-
ing the operators of Delhi and
Mumbai airports to enter the
airline business, Union Civil
Aviation Minister K Rammo-
han Naidu said on Tuesday.
Deliberations are under-
way and no final decision has
been taken, he told reporters
on the sidelines of an event to
sign agreements with states
forthe next phase of the UDAN
regional connectivity scheme.
The operations, manage-
mentand development agree-
ments (OMDAs) for Delhi and
Mumbai airports restrict their
operators from holding more
than a 1 0% stake in an airline.
The Adani Group operates
Mumbai and seven other air-
portswhile GMR Airports man-
ages New Delhi and four others.
“We needto createa system
where the cons (of allowing
such amove) are taken care of.
Pros we know.Assuch..there is
no clause or rule anywhere
which stops airport operators
from having airlines otherthan
the OMDAs for Delhi and
Mumbai. Iflet ussay BIAL(Ben-
galuruairport operator),which
is still a privateoperator,wants
tooperateanairline, thereis no
rule stopping it,” Naidu said.
On UDAN 2.0,Naidusaid the
Centre expects to complete the
signing of agreements with all
states in the next two to three
weeks. He said 21 states have
alreadysigned pacts,while West
Bengal will do so on September
28.0ther stateswill finalise the
agreementsverysoon,he said.
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DGCA monitoring SpiceJet situation

HITIM KLUMAR
New Dethi, September 22

AS SPICEIET GRAPPLES with
headwinds resultmg m fre
quernt flight delays and opem
tional Esues, Union Civill Avia
tion Minister K Rammaohan
Mabdu said on Toesday that the

airline continues to be moni
tored by the Directorate Gen

eral of Crvil Aviation (IMGCAL
Including onopemationaland, to
someextent, fimancal mattoms
He xall the povernment
remainsindiscwsons with the
airfine but has to operate within
the statutory framework
applicableto private camicrs.
O the recent security lapse
|mn:|v'|1'.g.!.|r Inclia, Matca sasd
the minkstryhad taken correc

tive actions, |nr|l.||'|1n[r Issing
a show-cause notlce and sus
pending the personnel

He also addressed the ssue
of dominance of Lodigo and Al
India, noting that the govern
mett aims Lo support at keast
five airli nes with fleets of over
100 abreraft each, and refernsd
to the steacdy prowi h of airimes
such asAkasaand Fiy 91
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{ BUSINESS } SAYS AVIATION MIN
SpicelJet finances, ops
under DGCA scrutiny

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
Is carrying out operational and financial scrutiny of
Spicelet, civil aviation minister Ram Mohan Naidu
said on Tuesday even as the airline grapples with
flight cancellations and delays. “The immediate
activity in the ministry regarding Spicelet is that we
have operational and, to a certain extent, financial
scrutiny also being done from the ministry through
the DGCA because we don't want any lapse in safety”
Naidu said. As per the latest DGCA monthly data,
Spicelet's domestic market share dropped to16% in
July fram 1.9% in June. Naidu said the ministry was
cantinuously engaging with the airline. "In terms of
the future, we are continuously engaging and seeing
how best we can facilitate the ministry side,” the
aviation minister said. L]
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DGCA REVIEWS
SPICEJET'S
OPERATIONS,
FINANCES

Neha LM Tripathi

Ietters@hindustantenes com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
is carrying out operationsl and
financial scrutiny of Spicelet,
civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naiduo said on Tuesday
even as the airline continues to
grapple with flight cancellations
and delays.

“The immediste activity in the
ministry regarding Spicelet is
that we have operational and, o
 certain extent, financial scro-
tiny also being done from the
ministry through the DGCA
becanse we don't want any lapse
in safety,” Naidu said,

As per the latest DGCA
monthly data, Spicelet’s domes-
tic market share dropped to L6%
in July from 1.9% in June.

Maidu said the ministry was
continuouwsly engaging with the
airline."In terms of the future,
we are continuously engaging
and seeing how best we can
facilitate the ministry side,” the
wviation minister said.

“Orur major priority right now
is o ensure the passengers
shouldn't face any inconven
ience. The safety shouldn't be
compromised 8t any cost in
terms of operations. And then
srooth operations are sustained
within the sirlines,” Naidu said.

He however, clarified that the
governiment had certain restrie-
tions whibe dealing with private
airlines. “_But you also see that
these are private airlines. There
are certain limits with which the
government also can operate
with them," he said_ adding, “Itis
with this idea that the aitlines
might face problems, especially
during the West Asis crisis, that
the government has extended
the scheme of ECGLS (Emer-
gency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme),” Naidu said.

The minister declared that
Spicelet too had been given 2150
crore under the scheme.

“The rest is something the
organization along with the
bank have to work out so that
the scheme is in place. They
need to get the money,” the min-
ister said.
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Flight to Frankfurt diverted,
terminated due to smell

A direct flight from Bengaluru to Frankfurt in
Germany on Sunday was diverted to Mumbai and
terminated due to an unusual smell emanating
from the aircraft cabin. German carrier Lufthansa,
which operates the daily non-stop flight, was
scheduled to depart from the Kempegowda
International Airport around 3 a.m. on Sunday.
However, the departure was delayed by three-and-
a-half hours. On the way, the flight was diverted to
Mumbai due to the smell and later terminated.
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Centreplaces
SpiceJetunder
operational &
financial scrutiny

Reuters
Bengaluru, September22

INDIA'S AVIATION ministry has
placed troubled carrier SpiceJet
under operational and financial
scrutiny following its long-run-
ning cash flow troubles, wor-
sened by the ongoing West Asia
conflict, a government official
said on Tuesday.

Civil Aviarion Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu said the govern-
ment was closely monitoring
Spicelet’s operations and
finances through the aviation
regulatory body toensure safety
is not compromised.

The ministry’s focus comes
amid heightened attention on
aviation safety in India after re-
cent industry disruptions, with
regulators keen toensure finan-
cial stress does not affect oper-
ations or passenger safety.
Naidu said there were limits to
how far the government could
intervene in privately run busi-
nesses, but noted that author-
ities had extended the Emerg-
ency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme, under which SpiceJet
has received L5billion mipeesin
support.

The remarks at a press con-
ference comes months after
Reuters reported that the com-
pany was actively pursuing
government funding.
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Spice)et continues 1o grappis
with cancel lafsnns, mla.-,-l_ ara

Spicelet
under
DGCA
scrutiny:
minister

:nm-.c_i_umulw.a'n':nﬂrr.m
HIW DL

liet Drectorane General
ol il Awaiom (1eE0A)
Is enrrying oul apera

il anil flimicial seadh 1 il
Spicelet, civil aviation minis
e Binm Maodean Masdu sabd on
Tuesday even as the girline
coditinnes o grapple with
Might come lations and delivs

“The innmesdiaote sctiviey in
Hhee st ey peganiing Spice
fet s thun we have apermthonal
anil, tapcerainesient, fnan
vlal seruding also being dowe
Frowm the minkstry througi e
EHGCA bocnuse we don’| wanl
any lapse in safely,” Naldy
sl

A et Lot § 000 A monthily
i, Spleedet's deomestic mar
loet share dropgsed (o LES in
July from LIS in e

*Iny bierrrs o thae P, w
are canlinuoisly engaging
and seelng liosw best we can
larlitite e mminisliy slde,”
theasiation mindster saled

“Clir major princiny right

Hindustan Times

Ao s o ensne Lhe possen
gersshouldn't Baeeany incon
veniener,” Mavico said, akfing
Vit safedy sluileln’] b conms-
provpisesdal apy oosd, jn e
ol operutions, and smooth
dnjreralions pieeid 1o e iis-
tained within the nirlines.

e lwever, clofied tha
thet guvernment had certain
resbrmcthons l.l.il.l||.'|J|':|iI|:|H wwiih
private airlines

*But your also ses that
thase are private airfines,
There are certaln Hmits with
which the government also
e operate with them,” he
safdd, acldbg, “1E with this
Idhe tht thee nirfioes might
Fae probilens, esgecialby da-
imgg e West A crisis, tai
e governament hasestembed
thise b of ECLGS [Emier
sy Crosilin Liose Chienrantess
Schiemeh,” Naich salcl

The ministor declared tho
Spleedet, fos, had been given
50 crore under the scheme.

=Tl res| i st hringg the
wrgantzntion along with the
Fands buve b weork ot eo dhat
the schemie is in place. They
meel o gel the money,” the
mindster sald,

Tcusery oificials sasd tea
Spicedel employees hove not
Vo i sanlarioss fow o lowse B
Temur manths
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Expect high festive airfares
as govt rules out price caps

DUR CORRESPOMNDENT

New! Delln, September 22

Come festive season and
air travellers will have to
brace for high airfares,
as the government said it
will not cap airfares but
will advise airlines to keep
the prices reasonable,
Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammuohan Naidu said on
Tuesday.

Talking to reporters
on the sidelines of sign-

45

ing pacts for the next
phase of Udaan, the min-
ister said that in the past
also, the government has
handled the price situa-
tion in terms of festivals

or important events.

“We engage with the
airlines continuously; we
also have regular meetings
with them. And we defi-
nitely point it to them that
during this festive season,
you have to ensure that the
fair prices are kept at a rea-
sonable level so that the
people who want to travel,
especially in these impor-
tant times, get to see the
benefit,” the minister said.

COMTIHUED OH Pé

23 SEPTEMEER 2026

Airfares

He was responding to a
guestion if government would
impose a cap on airfares during
the forthcoming festive season.

He further said that the ongo-
ing West Asia crisis has driven
the ATF prices forward.

Fuel accounts for a massive
portion of an airline’s operat-
ing expense structure. “This is
not necessarily because of the
festive season or anything, but
there is an ongoing crisis situ-
ation,” he said. Naidu said ATF
makes up 40 to 43 per cent of
airfares and even a small rise
in fuel costs directly pushes up
ticket prices.
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AT staff suspended for immigration lapse: Minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Mew Delhi

UNION Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu on Tuesday
sald that Air India personnel
responsible for the immigra-
tion lapse involving an Air In-
dia flight from Amritsar to Mu-
nich have been suspended.
Government rules do not bar
an airport operator from run-
ning an airline, he said with
reference to the recent interest
shown by the Adani Group to
enter airline operations.

MNaidu was briefing the me-
dia after signing MoUs in con-
nection with expansion of the
UDAN (Regional Connectivity
Scheme). The immigration
breach oceurred on the inter-
vening night of September 3
and 4 and involved a flight oper-
ated to Munich under the hub
and spoke model, which per-
mits all clearances at the air-
port of origin itself. Three Ital-
ians who travelled from
Amritzar to Delhi on flight Al
1115 later departed on a
Lufthansa flight LH-763 with-
out the mandatory immigra-
tion clearance.

Responding to a query, the
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Officials step up checks on transfer passengers

Under direction from immigration authorities, flight operators and
airpart officials have stepped up checks on transfer passengers, as
these are being carried out at transfer points to establish the nature of
passengers’ onwards journeys and ensure that those required to
undergo immigration do not bypass the process, sources said.

minister said, “The Air India
personnel who were there to es-
cort the domestic or the inter-
national passengers through
the respective pathways were
found to be at fault, and they
were suspended.”

Referring to the convenience
the hub-and-spoke model of-
fered international passengers,
Naidu said, “We have done
three cities, and it was going on
comfortably until one lapse

there. We have now created a
robust ecosystem. All the laps-
es have been cleared and a
stronger ecosystem has been
created.” Air India refused to
share details. A source said an
Al SATS employee and an air-
line staff were suspended.

To a query on the Adani
Group expressing its interest
in starting an airline, he said,
“In the government, there is no
clause or rule anywhere that

stops the airport operator from
owning an airline.”

The only rules that exist are
the OMDA (Operation, Man-
agement and Development
Apreement) for the Delhi and
Mumbai airports, he pointed
otit. “If BIAL (which operates
Bengaluru airport), a private
operator, wants to operate an
airline, then there is no rule
stopping them,” he added.

Meanwhile, under direction
from immigration authorities,
flight operators and airport of-
ficials have stepped up checks
on transfer passengers, as these
are being carried out at trans-
fer points to establish the na-
ture of passengers’ onwards
journeys and ensure that those
required to undergo immigra-
tion do not bypass the process,
sources in the know of the de-
velopment said.

Sources said, “As an interim
measure, airline staff have
been instructed to pay closer at-
tention to the T' and ‘D' indica-
tors printed on passengers’
boarding passes. The markings
identify whether a passenger is
travelling on an international
or domestic sector”
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Aviation regulator DGCA
launches operational and
financial audit of SpiceJet

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Mew Delhi

AVIATION regulator DGCA is
carrving out operational and
finanecial serutiny of cash-
starved SpiceJet to ensure that
passengers do not face any in-
convenience and safety-related
issues, Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Naidu said on
Tuesday:.

“The immediate activity in
the ministry regarding Spice-
Jet is that we have operational
and, to a certain extent, finan-
cial scrutiny also being done
from the ministry through the
DGCA as we don't want any
lapse in safety” Naidu said on
the sidelines of signing pacts
with states for next phase of
Udaan in the national capital.

The remarks by the aviation
minister come as the loss-mak-
ing airline continues to face
multiple headwinds resulting
in frequent flight delays and op-
erational issues. The airline’s

domestic market share dropped
to 1.6% in July 2026 from 1.9%
in June, as per the latest official
data, Naidu said the ministry
was continuously engaging
with the airdine, but there were
limits to how far the govern-
ment could intervene in a pri-
vately-run airline. “*There are
certain limits with which the
government also can operate
with them,"” he said.

MNaidu added that the govern-
ment has extended the ECLGS
(Emergency Credit Line Guar-
antee Scheme) to help airlines
that might face problems due to
the West Asia crisis. SpiceJet
has been given T150 crore un-
der the ECLGS scheme. “Our
major priority right now is to
ensture the passengers shouldn't
face any inconvenience, the
safety shouldn't be compro-
mized at any cost in terms of
operations, and then smooth
operations are sustained with-
in the airline,” he said.

23 SEPTEMEER 2026
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Noairfarecapforfestive season,govt
asksairlinestokeepfaresreasonable

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 22 Seprember

The government is not
planning to impose a cap on
airfares during theupcoming
festive season, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
said on Tuesday. Instead, the
Centre will continue toengage
withairlines and advise them
to keep ticket prices at
reasonable levels during the
period ofhigh travel demand.
Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of the signing
of agreements for the next
phaseof theregional connectivity
scheme UDAN, Naidu said
the govermnment has previously
addressed concems over high
Fares during festivals and
major events through
discussions with aidines.

"Government maintains
regularcommunicationwith
airlines and will again take
up the issue ahead of the
festive travel period. The
objective, he said, isto ensure
that passengers travelling
during important occasions
arenot fed withunreasonable
ticket prices,” he said

Responding to a question
on whether the government
would introduce a formal
airfare ceiling, Naidu said
there was currently no plan
toimpose suchacap. Instead,
airdines would beencouraged
tomaintainfares atreasonable
levels.

Naidualsolinked the pressure
on airfares to the ongoing
crisisin West Asia, whichhas
pushedup the cost of aviation
turbine fuel (ATF).

"The current increase in
operating costs was not
necessarily linked to the festive
season, but was also a result
of the wider geopolitical
situation,” he said.

"Fuel is one of the largest
expenses for airlines, and
higher ATF prices canhavea
direct impact on the cost of
air travel. ATF accounts for
around 40-43 per cent of
airfare, making ticket prices
particularly sensitive to
movements in fuel costs,” he
added.

With the festive season
expected togenerate stronger
passenger demand, the
mvemment i therefore relving
on engagement withairlines
rather than a regulatory price
capto addressconcerns over
airfare increases.
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No rule stops airport cos
from having airlines: Govt

Weighing Pros & Cons, No Decision Is Taken Yet: Naidu

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Govt iswelghing
the prosand cons of allowing
alrport operators such as
Adani Group, which opera-
tes Mumbai Alrport, to run
an airline, although no deci-
silon has been taken yet. The
Delhi and Mumbai airports
went the PPP way in 2006 and
their “operation, manage-
meqnt and development agre-
ement” (OMDA) does not al-
low the operators to have be-
yoind 10% stake In an alrdine.
Recently, the Adani Group
had sought an amendment to
the same.

“Govt is clear that India
needs more aidines, given
the number of airports go-
ing to come up in India and
the demand. Our ambition is
to have at least five aifdines
with at least 100 aircraft
each. So, if someone wants to
start an airline, govt sup-
portsthe idea. The lssue isan
airport (Mumbai and Delhi)
doing s0. We are examining
the pros and cons of the
same,” civil aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu said

-y

stopping him

Govt is clear that India needs more airfines, given the
number of airports going to come up in India and the
demand. Our ambition is to have at least five airlines
with at least 100 aircraft each. So, if someone wants
to start an airline, govt supports the idea

| @@ If BIAL (Bengaluru operator), which is a private
operator, wants to operate an airline, there is no rule

—RAM MOHAN MAIDU | CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

here Tuesday.

Naldusaid nodecisionon
the Adani request has been
taken sofar “We need tocrea-
te a system where the cons
(of allowing sucha move)are
taken care of. Pros we know
As such In govt there s no
clause or rule anywhere
which stops airport opera-
tors from having airlines
other than the OMDA agree-
ment for Delhi and Mumbal.
If BIAL (Bengaluru opera-
tor), which isa private opera-
tor, wants to operate analrli-
ne, there 18 no rule stopping
him. That’s why we have to
take a balanced approach,”
sald Naidu.

Adani's request has divi-
ded the airline industry with

IndiGo promoter Rahul Bha-
tia opposing the move and
Akasa founder Vinay Dube
being infavour of the same,

The minister spoke about
other Issues at an UDAN
event. “Aviation ministry Air-
ports Authority of India and
21 States and UT's (have) come
together and sign MolUs to put
a preater focus on speed, sus-
tainability and long-term via-
bility of projects in the next
phaseof UDAN. .. 100airports
will be developed under chal-
lenge mode over the next 10 ye-
ars,” Naldusaid.

The cash-strapped airli-
nes woes have been moun-
ting and its passengers often

suffer delays running in se-
veral hours. “We are closely
monitoring SpiceJet'sopera-
tions and finances through
the aviation regulatory body
to ensure safety is not
compromised,” Naidu said.

Dope test on pilots

“The intention of the mi-
nistry is that all pilots must
et tested within a year. The
framework for the same has
to be issued by the regulator
DGCA," said the minister.

Mo fare caps this
festive season

Alrfares will not be cap-
ped this festive season and the
aviation ministry will advise
aidinestokeep the sameat re-
asonable levels, said Naidu.
The recent hike being seen is
notduetospike indemand but
due to increased jet fuel pri-
ces. “We definitely make a po-
int to them (airlines) that du-
ring this festive season, you
have to ensure that fair prices
are kept at a reasonable level
sothat people who want totra-
vel, pet to see the benefit,” the
minister said.
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