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1st plane officially lands at Navi Mumbai

Mumbai: A private jetcarrvingpas-  craft landed on the Navi Mumbal

sengers from Ahmedabad quietly
seripted aviation history this week-
end, becoming thefirst aircraft toof
ficinlly land at thelong-awnitod Navi
Mumbal alrport, reports Manju ¥,
The jet, operating under a Non-
Scheduled Operator Permit (char-
ter), touched down at 1x20am on
Saturday and flew back to Ahmeda
bl past noon the next day, complst
ing the first-ever runway operation
at the greenfield airport
Thoughan IndiGo Airbus 320 air-

main runway 26 in Dec 2124 it wasa
validation Might mandated to test
the airport’s navigation systems.
Prior to this, a symbolie touchdown
toak place in Oct, when an IAF Alr
bus C-295 touched down on the main
runway without using the airport’s
ground-based navigat ion ajds

“The Airports Authority of In-
din on Sept 19 granted approval
for the landing of a non-scheduled
alreraft, marked 'passengers flight'
at Navi Mumbai ™ 2aid a source.
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Noida Airport
development on
track: Minister

The Noida International Alrport
(MNIA), being developed as a
greenfield aviation hub s on
track to begin operations by
the end of this year. Union civil
aviation minister K Rammohan
Maidu said that NIA would be
inaugurated on October 30 and
flight operations begin within
next 45 days with 10 routes.
The airport has completed koy
aeronautical infrastructure for
Phase 1, including one runway
and one passenger terminal.
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Noida ort
set to be

operations
ﬁnost -Diwali

& Moida International
Airport (NIA), being devel-
oped as a greenfield avi-
ation hub in Jewar,
Gautam Buddh MNagar, is
on track to begin oper-
ations by the end of this
year. Union Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammaohan
Maidu recently told
reporters that the airport
would be inaugurated on
October 30 and flight
operations begin within
next 45 days with 10 routes.
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CISF formally
handed security
of Jewar airport

HT Carrespondent

htreporters@hindustant imes.com

MEW DELHI: The Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) on
Monday formally took charge of
security at the upcoming Noida
International Airport in Jewar,
marking a crucial step toward its
inauguration scheduled for
October 30.

Ina statement, CISF said 1047
personnel will be deployed in the
first phase, supervised by the
Chief Aerodrome Security Offi-
cer (CASO),

“Noida International Airpaort
becomes the 70th airportin the
country under CISF cover,” the
force said, adding that its Avia-
tion Security Group (ASG) and
Airport Sector (APS) will oversee
perimeter control, access man-
agement, passenger and baggage
screening, terminal and landside
security, Quick Response Teams
{(QRTs), and coordination with
local law enforcement. Deploy-
ment strength will be scaled up
as operations and passenger
numbeTs grow.

Union civil aviation minister

Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu
had announced on Wednesday
that commercial eperations will
begin within 45 days of the inau-
guration, with Mlights to at least
10 cities in the first phase,

The airport is also being
developed as a major cargo hub
for the region.

Spread over 1,334 hectares,
Jewar will be the National Capi-
tal Region's second full-fledged
international airport after
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Alrport. Phase one
includes a single runway and a
passenger terminal with an
annual capacity of 12 million,
eventually expanding to four
runways and 70 million passen-
gETs A year,

Praveer Ranjan, special
director general {alrports), CISF,
said the force will implement
“globally benchmarked proce-
dures and layered security meas-
ures to safeguard passengers,
crew, and critical assets,” while
working closely with the airport
operator and stakeholders to
maintain the highest security
standards.
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CISF takes charge of security
at Noida International Airport

NARESH BISWANI

NOIDA: The Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) for-

mally took on the mantle of

the respansible aviation secu-
rity agency for the upeoming
Noida International Airport
(MIA) in Jewar on Monday,
a key milestone in the oper-
ational preparedness of the
atrport as it gears up for its
commercial operations.

The official induction cer-
emony was graced by top offi-

cials from the Government of

Uttar Pradesh, CISF, and Nodda
International Adrport, includ-
ing Praveer Ranjan, Special
DG Airports, CISF; Senthil
Avoodal Krishna B, IG/Adr-
port Sector; Rakesh Kumar
Singh, CEO NIAL; Kiran
Jain, COO WNIA; Shailendra
Bhatia, Nodal Officer NIAL;
and Sanjay Kataria, Regional
Director, RO Delhi.

With this induction, Noida
International Airport is now
the 70th airport in India to be
under CISF protection. The
Aidrport Sector (APS) and Avi-
ation Security Group (ASG)

of CISF will be entrusted with
securing the airport, which
includes perimeter and access
control, passenger and bag-
gage screening, terminal and
landside security, deployment
of Quick Response Teams
(QRTs), and coordination with
local law enforcement bodies.

In the indtial phaa'-:. a Chief

Aerodrome  Security  Offi-
cer (CASO) will oversee the
deployment of 1,047 CISF
personnel. With the expan-
sion of the airport’s operations
with rising passenger Lral-
fic and flight operations, the
strength of deployment would
be increased to address rising
security requirements.
Praveer Ranjan, Special
DG Adrparts, CISE said he was

proud of the loree’s new role:
“CISF is Pri'l.r'ill:grd o assume
charge of aviation security at
Noida International Alrpori.
Our Aviation Security Group
will apply globally bench-
marked processes and multi-
layered security measures to
Secure passengers, crew, an
critical assets. We are keen o
coordinate closely with the air-
port aperator and stakeholders
towards delivering the highest
levels of security”

Kiran Jain, Chiefl Oper-
ating Officer, Noida Interna-
tional Airport, also referred
to the significance of this alli-
ance: “The induction of CISF
is a milestone in our joumney
of preparedness. Securily is at
the heart of our vision to pro-
vide safe, seamless, world-class
passenger experiences. We are
honoured to partner with CISF
in upholding uncompromising
standards of aviation safety”’

With CISF  securing
Noida International Airport
and airlines ready to operate,
the facility is get to become a
world-class, safe, and secure
aviation hub.
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Noida Airport set to begin operatlons post -Diwali; fomgn alr[mes in talks for flight services

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
| Kolda

The Moida International
Airport [NIA), being devel-
oped as a greenfield aviation
hub in |ewar, Gautam Buddh
Nagar, is an track to begin
operations by the end of
this year.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
recently told reporters that
the airport would be inaugo-
rated on October 30 and
fight operations beginwithin
next 45 days with 10 routes.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
dlso reiterated the airport’s
commercial flight operations

to commence by 2025 end.
Billed to be India's largest
airport upon full develop-
ment before 2050, the project
— which started in 2019 and
saw COVID-19 pandemic too
— was initially scheduled to
launch operations in
September 2024,

The airport, which is being
developed in four phases,
has completed key asronad-
tical infrastructure for Phase
1, including one runway and
one passenger ierminal with
an annual capacity to handle
12 million passengers.

Technical installations and
finishing works inside the
terminal are underway, while
an extensive Operational

MNoda Inemational Aipodt under construetion in Littar Pradach

Readiness and Airport
Transfer (ORAT] programme
is in progress.

“Phase 1 construction is
progressing steadily and the
airport remains on schedule
for commissioning this year.
Thevalidation fight was suc-
cessfully completed in
December 2024, confirming
the readiness of our naviga-
tional aids, approach proce-
dures and ATC systems,” NIA
Chief Executive Officer
Christoph Schnelimann saic.

The next major milestone
is the issuance of the aero-
drome licence by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation {DGCA). Upon obtain-
ing regulatory clearance,

flight operations will com-
mence in close coordination
with airlines and other stake-
holders, ensuring a smooth
and safe launch;

Motably, the airport's
runeay will be CAT ll-compli-
ant, emabling operations
during low visihifity condi-
tions such as dense fog — an
essential feature for Morth
India's weather conditions.

The NIA has already
announced IndiGo as its
launch carrier, while Akasa
Air will operate hoth
domestic and international
flights from the facility. Talks
are going on with several
international carriers.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

Noida Airport set to begin
operations post-Diwali...
“Airlines from the Middle East and Southeast Asia
have shown strong interest in operating from NIA.
Route planning and slot allocation discussions are
underway, and further announcements will be
made closer to the start of operations,”
Schnellmann said.

As part of its broader aviation ecosystem, NiA
is also advancing on cargo and MRO infrastructure.
The cargo terminal, developed in parmership with
Air India SATS, is nearing completion and will begin
its own ORAT programme soo. The hub will serve
as a multi-modal cargo hub {MMCH), strategical-
Iy located to cater to major industrial and com-
mercial centres in narthern India. Additionally, the
airport has invited expressions of interest for a
Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) facility
and has received "very strong interest”, the CEO
said, The MRO initiative is part of the airport’s long-
term vision to become "3 comprehensive aviation
hub”. The project has also generated significant
employment, with nearly 9,000 workers current-
Iy employed on-site, and thousands of addition-

al jobs expected in the future as construction pro-
gresses across other phases. The airport will even-
tually be capable of handling 70 million passen-
gers annually upon full development. The NIA is
being built under a public-private partnership
maodel, with Yamuna International Airport Private
Limited (YIAPL) — & subsidiary of Zurich Airport
International — as the concessionaire. Located
adjacent to the Yamuna Expressway, the airport
will be MCR's second international facility after
Delhi's IGIA. Situated some 75 km off the nation-
al Capital, its carcchment area includes Delhi-NCR,
including parts of Haryana, Rajasthan and westem
Uttar Pradesh and expects to emerge as a key
node in the region's air connectivity and
logistics network.
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Noida Airport set to begin operations post -Diwali; forelgn alrhnes in talks for flight services

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Noida

The Noida International
Airport (NIA), being devel-
oped as a greenfield aviation
hub in Jewar, Gautam Buddh
Nagar, is on track to begin
operations by the end of
this year.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammaohan Naidu
recently told reporters that
the airport would be inaugu-
rated on October 30 and
flight operations begin within
next 45 days with 10 routes.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
also reiterated the airport's
commercial flight operations

to commence by 2025 end.
Billed to be India’s largest
airport upon full develop-
ment before 2050, the project
— which started in 2019 and
saw COVID-19 pandemic too
— was initially scheduled to
launch operations in
September 2024.

The airport, which is being
developed in four phases,
has completed key aeronau-
tical infrastructure for Phase
1, including one runway and
one passenger terminal with
an annual capacity to handle
12 million passengers.

Technical installations and
finishing works inside the
terminal are underway, while
an extensive Operational

Noida International Airport under construction in Uttar Pradesh

Readiness and Airport
Transfer (ORAT) programme
is in progress.

“Phase 1 construction is
progressing steadily and the
airport remains on schedule
for commissioning this year.
The validation flight was suc-
cessfully completed in
December 2024, confirming
the readiness of our naviga-
tional aids, approach proce-
dures and ATC systems,” NIA
Chief Executive Officer
Christoph Schnellmann said.

The next major milestone
is the issuance of the aero-
drome licence by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA). Upon obtain-
ing regulatory clearance,

flight operations will com-
mence in close coordination
with aiflines and other stake-
holders, ensuring a smooth
and safe launch.

Notably, the airport's
runway will be CAT lll-compli-
ant, enabling operations
during low visibility condi-
tions such as dense fog — an
essential feature for North
India’'s weather conditions.

The NIA has already
announced IndiGo as its
launch carrier, while Akasa
Air will operate both
domestic and international
flights from the facility. Talks
are going on with several
international carriers.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

Noida Airport set to begin
operations post-Diwali...

“Airlines from the Middle East and Southeast Asia
have shown strong interest in operating from NIA.
Route planning and slot allocation discussions are
underway, and further announcements will be
made closer to the start of operations,”
Schnellmann said.

As part of its broader aviation ecosystem, NIA
is also advancing on cargo and MRO infrastructure.
The cargo terminal, developed in partnership with
Air India SATS, is nearing completion and will begin
its own ORAT programme soon. The hub will serve
as a multi-modal cargo hub (MMCH), strategical-
ly located to cater to major industrial and com-
mercial centres in northern India. Additionally, the
airport has invited expressions of interest for a
Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) facility
and has received "very strong interest”, the CEQ
said. The MRO initiative is part of the airport’s long-
term vision to become “a comprehensive aviation
hub". The project has also generated significant
employment, with nearly 9,000 workers current-
ly employed on-site, and thousands of addition-

al jobs expected in the future as construction pro-
gresses across other phases. The airport will even-
tually be capable of handling 70 million passen-
gers annually upon full development. The NIA is
being built under a public-private partnership
maodel, with Yamuna International Airport Private
Limited (YIAPL) — a subsidiary of Zurich Airport
International — as the concessionaire. Located
adjacent to the Yamuna Expressway, the airport
will be NCR's second international facility after
Delhi's IGIA. Situated some 75 km off the nation-
al Capital, its catchment area includes Delhi-NCR,
including parts of Haryana, Rajasthan and western
Uttar Pradesh and expects to emerge as a key
node in the region's air connectivity and
logistics network.
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A day after cyberattack, European airports struggle to fix check-in glitch

Brussels/Berlin: Some of
Europe’s biggest airports batt-
led to restore normal opera-
tions on Sunday after hackers
disrupted automatic check-in
systems, with Brussels asking
airlines to cancel half of Mon-
day’s flight departures due to
persistent problems.

Hackers on Friday targe-
ted check-in and boarding sy-
stems provider Collins Aero-
space, owned by RTX, disrup-
ting operations at London’s
Heathrow — Europe’s busiest
airport, Berlin Airport and in
Brussels. Passengers faced

long queues, cancellations
and delays on Saturday.

While the disruption ea-
sed significantly in Berlin and
Heathrow on Sunday, accor-
ding to alrport officials and
data, delays and flight cancel-
lations were continuing.

A spokesperson for Brus-
sels Airportsaid Collins Aero-
space had not yvet delivered a
secure, updated versionof the
software necessary to restore
full funetionality, prompting
the airport to seek the flight
cancellations on Monday,

Brussels Airport said 50 of

Brussels Airport said 50 of Sunday’s
257 scheduled departures had been
cancelled to avoid long queues and
last-minute cancellations

# Sunday’s257 scheduled depar-
F’ tures had been cancelled to av-

Uid long queues and last-mi-
nute cancellations. A day ear-
lier, 25 of the planned 234 out-
going flights were cancelled,
the airport operator said.
RTX, which was not imme-
diatelv available for comment
on Sunday, said on Saturday it
wasworking tofix the issue as
quickly as possible, and that
the disruption could be miti-
gated with manual check-in
operations. It said the inci-
dent had impacted its MUSE
software, which is used by se-

veral airlines. One passenger
flying from Brussels said the
disruption to his journey had
been minimal, “For me, it was
business as usual. For those
poor souls who didn't do onli-
ne check-in or have bags to
check, they may be waiting a
bit,” he said.

Berlin Brandenburg Air-
portsaid on Sunday some pro-
blems persisted but that ama-
nual workaround was in pla-

“0Occasionally, there are
longer waiting times at check-
in, boarding, baggage hand-
ling and baggage reclaim. De-

lays to departing flights today
are in line with a normal ope-
rating dav” it said. Heathrow
said early on Sunday that
work was continuing to reco-
ver from the check-In system
outage. It added that “the vast
majority of flights have conti-
nued to operate”. An analysis
by aviationdataprovider Ciri-
um said that the delays at He-
athrow were “low”, Berlin
had “moderate” delays, while
Brussels had “significant™ de-
lays. Regional regulators said
they were investigating the
source of the hacking. seurens
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SC slams ‘selective’ release of A-I crash report

Seeks response from Centre, DGCA

BHAWVIMI MISHRA
Mew Delhi, 22 September

TheSupreme Court on Monday
questioned the “selective”
refease of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau's (AAIR)
report on the preliminary find-
ings into the June 12 Air India
crash in Ahmedabad. A two-
judge Bench of Justices Surya

Kant and N Kotiswar Singh said
that “selective publication of
the preliminary inquiry report
was unformunate”

"Until the investigation is
complete, confidentiality must
be maintained.” the bench
observed. While agreeing to
hear a public interest litigation
moved by Safety Matrers Foun-
dation, a non-profit organisa-

tion, the bench sought the
Unlon government as well as
the Directorate General of Clvil
AEdeE | DGCA) s response.
In its plea, the non-profit
organisation has sought an
independent probe into the
June 12 crash of Alr India’s
Boeing 787-8 aircrafi operating
Flight Ali71 to London Gat-
wick. Safery Martters Founda-
tion has, in its plea, also arpued
that the disclosure of partial

findings violated the Aircraft
(Investigation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rules, 2017, which
mandate full disclosure of
factual data collected during
the Inquiry. The plea further
allegedthatthe reportwithheld
crucial information such as the
full Dvgital Flight Diata Recorder
output, complete Cockpit Voice
Recorder rranscripis with time-
stamps, and Electronic Aircraft
Fault Recording data.
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Al171 CRASH

Apex Court Seeks Govt,
DGCA Views on Plea
for Independent Probe

Iindu Bhan

New Delhi: The Supre
me Court on Monday so-
ught response from the
Centre and the Directo
rate General ol Civil Av
intlon (DGCA) on a PIL
secking an  “indepen-
dent, fair and expeditio-
us probe” into the June
12 erash of the London-
bound Adr India Might
AllTl In  Abhmednbaid
{hat killed 260 peaple, in-
cluding 19 on the gro-
L

A bench comprising
Justices Surya Kont and
N.K. Singh issued a notd
e for the “limited pur-
pose of ensuring a fair,
impartial and expeditio-
us investigation by an
expertbody " However, it
clarified that it was not
al thisstage considering
speking response on the
pablic disclosure of any

part of the probe,

Safety Matters Founda-
tion, an aviation safety
NGO, is seeking a court-
monitored independent
probe. Prashant Bhus-
han, counsel for the
NGO, told the court that
the Alreraft Accldent In
vestigation  Bureau's
{AATR) preliminary re
port was “incomplete,
pelective, and lacking in
transparency. thereby
undermining the credi-
bility of the investigati-
ve process and the trust
of thetravelling public”

The NGO sald that the
AAIB report falled to
comply with Rule 2(25)
af the Alrcraft (Investi-
gation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rules, 2017,
which states that such a
report serves the purpo
se of disseminating all
data obtained during the
parly stages of the inves-
tigation
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SC miffed over reports
suggesting ‘pilot error’
led toAl plane a:ash

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, September 22

THE SUPREME COURT on
Mondaytermed as"unfortunate
and irresponsible” the selective
publication of a preliminary
report on the June 12 Air India
crash which outlined lapses on
the part of pilots and paved way
fora"media narrative”.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh,
whichissued notices to the Cen-
tre and the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on the
aspect of an independent, fair
and expeditious probe of the
crash, said an element of pri-
vacy and dignity of families of
victimswas alsoinvolved.

It took note of certain
aspects of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
preliminary report issued on
July12 andsaid"piecemeal and
selective”" publication of the
findings which led to building
ofa medianarrative was"unfor-
tunate andirresponsible”.

"There should be complete
confidentiality of reports of
this nature till the inquiry is
complete. There is an element
of privacy and dignity of the
victimsinvolved. That'swhywe
should wait for the final
report,”’ the bench observed.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for the
NGO 'Safety Matters Founda-
tion'earlier said oneline of the
preliminary report which
blamed the pilots forthe crash
ledto buildingofanarrativein
the mediaacross theworld.

"Unless people know what
was the cause of the accident,
they are in danger as no pre-
ventive steps can be taken till
then. It's been over 100 days
since the crash and we still
don't know the reason,
Bhushansaid.

He alleged in the probe
panel constituted after the
crash, three of the five-mem-
bers were from the aviation
regulatorand therecouldbean
issue of conflict of interest.

"There are three interested
parties—-manufacturer of air-

craft, airlineandthe DGCAand
involvement of any memberof
these three parties will be a
conflict of interest. How can
officers of the very organisa-
tion whose role is likely to be
examined be part of the com-
mittee probing the incident,"
Bhushan said.

He said revealing informa-
tion from the flight data
recorder of the airplane would
"clearthe air" overthe cause of
the accident.

The bench said while the
demand forfree, fairand inde-
pendent inquiry was under-
standable, the demand forinfor-
mation from the flight data
recorder was "questionable”.

While cautioning that
releasingaparticularinforma-
tion might be exploited by rival
airlines,the bench suggested
such information should not
be released prematurely.

"We should not release the
information piecemeal and
maintainutmost confidentiality
till theregular inquiryis takento
itslogical conclusion. Then only
we can saywhat was the actual
reason,’ Justice Kant said.

Bhushanreferredtoapodcast,
which claimed of having exam-
ined all aspects of the incident,
and said it concluded that it was
nota caseof pilot's negligence.

"Media reporting from one
isolated line from the prelimi-
nary report has actually dis-
torted the larger picture,” he
submitted and added the
probe panel could be headed
byajudicial person.

o0 ©
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Top court calls reports on
Al accident ‘irresponsible,
asks Centre, DGCA to reply

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday censured the “se-
lective” release of the preli-
minary report of the Air-
craft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) on the June 12 Air
India crash in Ahmedabad,
and said media reports at-
tributing blame to pilot er-
ror before the inquiry was
complete was “irresponsi-
ble.”

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and N. Kotiswar
Singh issued notice to the
Union government and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) “for the li-
mited purpose of ensuring
a fair, impartial and expe-
ditious investigation by an
expert body”. The judges
made it clear that they
were not at this stage consi-
dering the public disclo-
sure of any part of the
probe.

“The selective and pie-
cemeal publication of the
preliminary inquiry report
was unfortunate. Till the
enquiry is complete, it is
important to maintain ab-
solute confidentiality,” it

Grim reminder: The wreckage of the Boeing Dreamliner plane at
the Ahmedabad airport. viJay SONEJI

observed. “Privacy and
dignity must be respected,
because even though the
pilots are no more, their fa-
milies are still there and
will be affected by such
leaks,” the Bench
observed.

The court was hearing a
petition filed by Safety Mat-
ters Foundation, a non-
profit, seeking a court-
monitored independent
probe into the crash that
killed 260 people.

The plea alleged that the
preliminary report violat-
ed the Aircraft (Investiga-
tion of Accidents and Inci-
dents) Rules, 2017, which
mandate full disclosure of
factual data gathered in the
early stages of an inquiry.

Advocate Prashant

Bhushan, appearing for
the non-profit, argued that
even after more than 100
days, there was “no clari-
ty” on what had transpired
or what precautions were
required to prevent such
tragedies. The Bench ex-
pressed reservations about
placing all information in
the public domain before
the probe was complete.

Mr. Bhushan questioned
the composition of the
AAIB probe team, noting
that three of its five mem-
bers were serving officers
of the DGCA. This, he said,
created “a very serious
conflict of interest”. Justice
Surya Kant observed that
the presence of serving of-
ficers did not necessarily
imply bias.
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Passenger held for trying to

open cockpit door on flight

A passenger aboard an Air India Express flight
from Bengaluru to Varanasi tried to open the
cockpit door, mistaking it for a toilet, on Monday.
The incident took place on flight IX 1086 when it
was mid-air. The passenger involved was a
first-time traveller, the airline said in a statement.
The passenger and the group of eight travellers
he was flying with were handed over to the
Varanasi police. Air India Express said safety
protocols were in place during the flight, and
security was not compromised. Sources in the
Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) said the
passenger expressed ignorance about the act as
he was a first-time air traveller. The entire group
was interrogated by the CISF.
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0 Hintmstan Time

RAT ON BOARD
DELAYS INDIGO
FLIGHT BY 3 HRS

LUCKNOW: An IndiGo Night
from Kanpur to Delhi was
delayed for over three hours
after a rat was spotted inside the
aircraft. causing panic among
passengers and crew, officials
aware of the matter said,

The incident took place on
Sunday after the flight had
arrived in Kanpur at 210pm. The
cabin crew was preparing for the
Delhi-bound return flight GE
2192, scheduled to depart at
255pm, when one of the crew
members noticed a rat inside the
aircraft. Passengers who had
boarded the plan also saw the
rodent and began raising an
alarm, officials said.

All 172 passengers were later
deboarded. A combined team ol
airline technical staff and
ground crew carried out an
intensive search of the aircraft,
officials said, adding that the rat
was captured after three hours.
The Might eventually took ofl
from Kanpur airport at 6.04pm,

Kanpur airport director San-
jay Kumar confirmed the inci-
dent, saying, “Until the rat was
located and the aircraft declared
completely safe, there was no
question ol allowing the Night to
depart” The airline did not issue
a statement in connection with
the incident. HTC
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O Hinhustan Times

SC: Public release of Al crash
prehmmary report ‘unfortunate’

SC also snught reply frnm the
Centre, DGCA on how they plan
to ensure a free-and-fair probe.

Utkarsh Anand

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday sought replies from
the Union government and the
Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA), asking them to
respond on how they propose to
ensure a “free, fair, impartial
and expeditious” investigation
into the Air India plane crash
that killed 260 people in June,
and the need for a court-moni-
tored probe by an independent
investigator.

A bench of justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
issued notices to the Centre and
DGCA, seeking their responses
in two weeks on a petition
moved by NGO and aviation
consultant Safety Matters Foun-
dation. The court also described
as “unfortunate” the public
release of a preliminary report
by DGCA that appeared to imply
that one of the pilots could be at
fault for moving the fuel control
switches from “RUN" to “CUT-
OFF" seconds after takeoff,
resulting in loss of thrust. <pu
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Al-I71 crash preliminary report’s
public release ‘unfortunate’> SC

Uthareh Anasnd
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@ Air Traffic

In July 2025, the number of domestic flights from Mumbai declined around 23
over July 2024 levels. International flights increased about 3%.

Number of domestic flights
24,000

19,853 20,425 19,369
18,000

12,000
6,000
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Number of international flights

9,000
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B,000

3,000

Jul-24 lan-25 Jul-25
Source: Aiparts Authority of India
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AIRINDIA FLIGHT CRASH IN AHMEDABAD

SC slams reports on ‘pilot error’, issues
notice on plea for independent probe

SC underlines need for confidentiality
until the investigation concludes

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

TERMING THE ‘pilot error’ insin-
uation in media reports citing
AAIB preliminary report as “un-
fortunate and irresponsible”, the
Supreme Court on Monday is-
sued notice w the Centre, the
Director General of AAIB, and the
DGCAon a plea seeking an inde-
pendent probe into the Air India
171 crashinAhmedabad on June
12,2025, that killed 260 people.

Advising the need for confi-
dentiality in such matters while
investigation is underway, a
bench of Justices Surya Kant and
M K Singh said that ultimately, it
will not be aircraft manufactur-
ers like Boeing which will be
blamed, but thestaff of the airline
andtherewill be demandstorun
downthe operator,

“Issue notice to the respon-
dents for the imited purpose of

$The IndianEXPRESS

ensuringafree, fair,impartial, in-
dependent and expeditious in-
vestigation by an expert body,”
the bench ordered on a pleaby
Safety Matters Foundation, an
aviation safety NGO.

Appearing for the NGO, advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan also
soughtto make publicthe details
of the light data recorder, but the
court expressed reluctance to is-
sue sucha direction and stressed
the need for maintaining confi-
dentiality till the regular inquiry
istakentoits logical conclusion,

Bhushan said thatthreeof the
five-membercommittee probing
the incident are members of the
DGCA which itselfis under the
scanner.

*.So how canthreeofficers of
the same organisation whoserole
is likely to beexamined, whether
they had been negligent on cer-
tainsafety standards etc, how can
three officersof that organisation
bethere?," he said.

Tue,

The crash in Ahmedabad on June 12 killed 260 people. File

Justice Kant said “it all de-
pendson their rank, stature.,.”

Bhushan said thatirrespective
of their rank, “everybody has at
least some interest in protecting
their organisation”,

Justice Kant, however, said,
“they may not protect the individ -
ual employees, suppose if some
engineers are involved... please
keepinmind,and youwould find
instances in history, where unfor-
tunately any mishap hasbeenen-

23 September 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/78209305

cashed by the rival airlines also”.

Bhushan said that he had been
listening toa podcast of some very
competentpeopleand “they have
also reached the conclusion that
this was not a pilot error but an
electrical systems failure”,

He added that the data from
theflight datarecorder would al-
lowallindependent peopletoun-
derstand what was the real cause
ofthe accident.

“This is what we are saying

that instead of leaking the infor-
mation piecemeal, we do not
know what is there, somebody
should maintain confidentiality
till the regular inquiry is taken to
logical conclusion. Of courseit has
tobein afair and impartialman-
ner, thatis only the final outcome
of the inquiry should be brought
into the public domain,” Justice
Kant reiterated.

Bhushan said 102 days have
elapsed and thereisstill no final-
ity onwhatmay have happened.

On his request for an inde-
pendent probe, Justice Kant said
“independent investigation
should be by the subject experts
only”.

On reports attributing it (the
crash ) to pilot error on the basis
of the preliminary report, Justice
Kant said “that was most unfor-
tunate...there was no occasion
for anyone to leak out the so-
called preliminary inquiry..."

Bhushansaid the “report was
officially released and thatone
sentencewas takenupand every-
one wenl to lown saying itwas

pilot error”.
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The justices also criticized the leak of AAIB's
prefiminary inguiry report, calling it “unfortunate”

SCtoreview probe
into Air India crash

he Supreme Court will review the faimess
T and timeliness of the Aircraft Accident

Investigation Bureau's (AA L) probe into the
12 June crash of Air India Flight ALT]in
Ahmiedabad, which killed 265 people, including
passengers, crew and residents on the ground. The
review follows a plea from aviation KGO
Constitution by Safety Matters Foundation, led by
Captain Amit Singh, seeking an independent
investigation.

A bench of Justioes Surya Kant and 5. Rotiswar
Simgh has sought responses from the central
povernment, the Direciorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and the AATB.

The matier will be heard agninon 1 Octaber.
The top court emphasized that its mbe is limited to
ensuring the probe is conducted ina “free, fir,
impartial, independent and expeditious” manner.

The justices also criticized the leak ol AALE's
predimamary ingquiry report, calling it
“‘unforiunate.” They noted that a single line-
sugresting that one pilot asked why fuel had been
cut off —was amplified internationally, creating
wihit the court called a misleading pilot-error
narmative. KRISHMA YADAY
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‘Unfortunate, irresponsible’: SC slams reports
suggesting ‘pilot error’ led to Air India crash

Court says selective publication of the preliminary report paved way for a ‘media narrative’

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday issued notice
on a plea seeking an indepen-
dent and expeditious investi-
gation into the June 12, 2025,
crash of an Air India Boeing
Drreamliner in Ahmedabad,
which killed 265 people.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N K Singh alsa
termed as “unfortunate and
irresponsible” media reports
which indicated that “pilot
error” was to blame for the
crash, p‘urpurl‘.-l:d.ll:,m?unling
some preliminary hindings by
the Aircralt Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AATR).

The Supreme Courl sought
replies from the Union govern-
ment and the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)

on how lhl:"\' propose Lo ensure

independent probe into June 12
Air India Dreaminer crash in
Ahmedabad that killed 265

JEOSER Lo

» SCsaes nefce on plaa seeking

« Dbserves crash probe reports
muzst remain confidential unfil
finalised, citing privacy and
digrity of victims’ families

1
B
3 a

» Court wary of releasing
flight data recorder details
prematurely, wamning rivals
could misuse information

a “free, fair, impartial and expe-
ditious” investigation into the
London-bound Air India plane
crash in Gujarat on June 12,
and the need for & court-mon-

itored probe by an independent
investigator.

The bench sought response
of the Centre and DGCA, seek-
ing their responses in two

weeks on a petition moved
by Safery Matters Foundation.
It described as “unfortunate”
the public release of a prelimi-
nary report by the DGCA that

tmiplied one of the pilots could
be at fault for moving the uel
control switches from “RUN"
o “CUTOFF" seconds after
take off, resulting in the loss
of thrust.

The court said that selective
publication of the l:lrr.']lmi.n.a.r}r
report paved way lor a “media
narrative’

The court said an ele-
ment of privacy and dignity
of families of victims was also
involved. It took note of certain
aspecis of the AAIB prelimi-
nary report issued on July 12
and said “piecemeal and selec-
tive” publication of the find-
ings which led to building of a
media narrabive was “unfortu-
nate and irresponsible”

“There should be complete
confidentiality of reports of this
nature Ul the inquiry is com-
plete. There is an element of

privacy and dignity of the vie-
Hims involved. That's why we
should wait for the final Icpuri,"
the bench observed.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for the
NGO ‘Safety Matters Foun-
dation, earlier said one line of
the preliminary report which
blamed the ]:n-ilu'ls fior the crash
led to building of a narrative
in the media across the world.

“Unless people know what
the cause of the accident was,
they are in danger as no preven-
tve steps can be taken tll then.
I’s been over 100 days since the
crash and we still don't know
the reason,” Bhushan said.

He EI]I.'Ei:d in the probe
panel constituted after the
crash, three of the five mem-
bers were [rom the aviation
regulator and there could be
an tssue of conflict of interest.
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Passenger on
B'luru-Varanasi
flight tries to
enter cockpit
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 30 Dergahmi

A passengeron an Alr IndinEx
press Might (TX-106) fom Ben
gaduru to Varanas) on Mondsy
nttempted (o enter the pireralit’s
cockpit, claiming that he tried
toopen it by mistake as he bs a
Mrst-time Oyver gl was looking
for the toilet, sources sajd.

He also tried to enter o code
into the passeode-contralled
locking mechanism, butl was
unsuccessiul, the sowrves sl
The passenger and eightal his
compan ions on the Dight were
handed over to security offl-
cinls @t the Varanasi airport

There wis some speculation
that he had entered the correct
prassomle, bt sources with di
rect knowled ge of the martter
sidd that wos not the cose

The cockpil access code Is
known only to the pllots and
the cabln crow

The Might ook off fmom the
HKempegowda International
Aldrport ot 8 am and landed in
Varanasi st 10,27 am, 10
mimutes earlier than the sched
uled time The passenger and
his companions were then
handed over to the Central
Industrial Security Force for
further investigation

Sourcesclnimed that the pas-
senger's intoent lon was not ma
Helous, "We nre aware of me-
dim reports regarding an
Incident on ong af owr Dights
toVamnasl, whers o passenger
approached the cockpit entry
arvn while loalking for the lava:
tory. Wi resffiem that robust
safety nnd security profocols
are In ploce and were not com
promised. The matter was
reported 1o the relevant an
therities on lnnding and is cur
rently under Investlgation,”
said an Air India Express
AP0 RES pErson.
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SC issues notice to Centre in Al crash

‘Some HC judges unable to deliver on tasks’

Thie Supreme Cowrt on Monday lamented some high murt judges being
unalble to “deliver on their tasks™ as it called for their*performance

SUCHITRA KALYAM MOHARTY
£ Mawe Dl

THE Supreme Court on Mon
day lsswed notice to the Centre,
anid others on a plea seeking a
conrt-monitored independent
Investigation into the June 12
Air India crash in Ahmedahiad,
which killed 350 people, includ
Ing 18 on the ground.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh,
while issuinga notice to Centre
and others, sought & response
on the petition Miled by an avin
tion safety organisation, Safety
Matters Foundatlon (SMF}),
which was headed by former
Capiain Amit Singh.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan,
arguing for the petitioner; high
lighted the issue of reports
blaming the pilots for the crash
The courtsaid it was logical or
the petitioner to demand a Fair
and impartial probe,

While ter ming the Incident
"unfortunate aml irmspons ible
to leak selective informat ion, ®
the SC questioned the demand
for disclosure of the Flight
Data Recorder and it sugpested
malintaining confldentiality gll
regula inguiry was taken (o its
logical conchision. “When this
lind of tragedy happens... Boe
Ing and Alrbus will not be ai-

evalration”. A bench of Justices Surya Kant and N Kot kwar

=, Singh said there ought tobe a system to ensure “files don't

pile upon their desks”, “There ane judges who work day and

night and ane giving outstanding dispessl of cases, But at

the same time, there are some judges whao unfort unately
am unabie to deliver - whatever may be the seasons,

(-t goodor bad, we don't know!” the bench said.

tributed with fault, and ihe en
tire airine is run down,” the
bench sald.

It is notahle that the London-
bound Boeing 787-8 aircraft
wint down minutes after take
off, leaving a lone survivar

The ples filed by SMF, led by
Amit Singh, o former pilot, has
challenged the preliminary re
port released by the Aircraft
Aceident Investigation Bureau
(AAIH) on July 12 as it alleged
that it violsted the Alreraft (In-
vestigation of Accidents and
Incidentsy Rules, 2017, which
mangdate full disclosure of fac-
tual data gathered in the earky
stages of an Inguiry

The petition stated that when
citizens emtrusted their lives to
alr ravel, they do so on the
[aith that the state will ensune

a regime of fransparency ac-
eountability, and fairness in
the Investigation of accidents.

“A selective or compmomised
inquiry not only denies justice
to the victims but also exposes
fufure passengers to the same
systemic risks. The im poriance
of this petition, therefore, lies
not anly insseking answers for
the present disaster but in safe-
guarding the lives of countless
othe rs who continue to Oy with
the belief that the skies ae se-
cure.” the plea said

After hearing the plea, the
court sought & detailed reply on
the matter, and decided to hear
the plea which sought a direc
tion o make publicly available
the complete data retrieved
from the crashed Al aireraft,
bearing registmtion VT-ANB.

Jacqueline gets
SC jolt in money
laundering case

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
0 e Dol i

THE Supreme Court on
Monday refused to interfere
with a Delhi High Coort order
dismissing Bollywood actor
Jacqueline Fernandez's plea
seeking to quash an ECIR
(Enforcement Case Informa-
tion Repart ) in & T300-crore
money laundering case imvoly-
Ing alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrasekhar

“Sorry. You withdraw this,
Coma at an appropriate stage.
That wouk] be the better opt lon.
We will not interfere at this
stage. " a two-judge benchof the
topcourt, headed by Justice Di-
pankar Datts and Justice Au-
gustine George Masih told sen
ior advocate Mukul Rohatgi,
who représented Fernandez,

The actor in her plea filed in
5C, challenged the Dethil High
Court’s July 3 order which dis-
missed ber petition for quash
Ing the ECIR In the money
bBumdering case.
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13-yr-old Afghan who stowed away on
flight to IGIA deported on same airline

5 LALITHA & Mew Deini

A ld-vear-old Afghan boy who
survived a perilous journmey
hidden inside the whesl bay of
a Kabul-Delhi Night was de
ported back to Afghanistan on
Sunday evening, authorities
told this newspaper

The boy who mistakenly be
lieved the alreraft was hound
for Iran, boarded KAM Air
flight Re}401 from Hamid Ear
a] International Alrport and
stowed away in the rear wheel
well, The Alrbus AZ40 landed
safiely at Delhl's Tndira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA)
around 10 am, ollowing a -
minute Might

His incredible yet dangerous
journey raised alarms across
Indian and Alghan aviation se
curity establishments,

Sources sald the teonager
talled] legitimate passsngers to
bypass security checks in Ka-
bl and entered the alveraft un
detected. Security footapge later
showed him emerging from the
alrermft's wheel bay after land.

ing. A ground handler at Ter
minal 3 spotted the boy wander:
ing the restricied apron ares
and alerted authoriiies.

The Central Industrial Secu-
rlty Foree (CISF) detalned the
min, and he was later ques-
tioned by lmmigration offl-
clals, CISF personne], amd local
police. “He was sent back on
the same airline. KAM Air
Sunday evening at 3:31 pm,”an
airport security offcial said
“Since he is 8 minor and on

tered the country without a
visa, he was not penalised, The
priority was to return him
safely tohis Bmily™

Another official indieated
that the deportation decizion
was taken alter high-level
diseussions. Standard proce-
dures were followed in repatri-
ating the boy, who has since
meached Kabual.

Experts have called the boy's
survival “nothing short of a
miracle " Aviatlon safety ano-
lyst Capt. Mohan Ranganathan
explained: “The wheel bay typl
cally lacks presaurisation and
heating. But him being inside
the enclosed section when the
landing pear retracted, might
have protected him from fatal
comaclit Joms. ™

Dr. Ritln Mohindra, from
PGIMER Chandigarh, snid sur-
vival at 30,000 fieet is extremely
rare. "At those altitudes, oxy-
gen levels plummet, and tem-
peratures fall to between 40°C
and -60"C. Unconsclousness
can set in within minutes;
death seon follows.”
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Al crash probe
must be fair, fast,
without leaks: SC

New Delhi: Supreme Court
sought on Monday respon-
sis from DGCA, Aircraft Ac-
cidents Inwestigation Bu-
reau and the Centre on steps
taken toconduct an indepen-
dent, impartial and expedi-
tious probe into the erash of
Air India's June 12 London-
bound flight, reports Dha-
nanjay Mahapatra.

The court told PIL peti-
tioner NGO ‘Safety Matters
Foundation’ that its demand
tomake public details of the
flight data recorder could
have serious conseguences
for relatives of the pilots.

b ‘Selective reporting’, P 18

SC: Selective reporting
causes immense agony

‘Confidentiality
Should Be
Maintained Till
Final Submission’

¥ Continued from P 1

1l passengers and crew,
barring one, wore
killed inthecrash, " We
have seen how one single sen-
tence from the preliminary
inguiry report was plucked
out by western and Indian
medin to iy the blame
on pilot error Such selective
reporting causes immense
agony.. Confidentiality of
the investigations should
he maintained till the sub-
mission of the final report,”
Justice Surya Kant said
Appearing for the NGO,
Prastant Bhushan said even
after more than 100 days, peo-
ple do not know the exact
cause of the crash, even as
exports are of the opinion
that electrical system failure
af the Boeing aircraft cut off
fuel supply o the engine
“Releasing FDR data would
enable ndependent experts
toanalyse it and help reach a
Ingical conclusion,” hesaid
The bench n)f Justices Su
rya Kant and N K Singh said
selective release would en-
able all these experts to sit in
podleasts and give their epin-
ion, running many parallel
theorips, Bhushan then

The June 12 crash resulted in the deaths of 229 passengers and 12
crew members on board, as well as 19 people on the ground

running many
parallel theories

fquestioned the fairness of
the investigation, saying the
five-member probe team in-
cluded three DGCA officers,
which eould alsa be under
scrutiny for not carrying
out regular safety checks on
alreralt under the alrlines,
The NGO said, "The pre-
liminary report is incom-
plete, selective, and lacking
in  transparency, thersby
undermining credibility of
the investigative process and
the trust of the travelling
public. By withholding criti-
cal datn, omitting safery

recommendations, tisre-
garding documented techni-
cal anomalies, and prema-
turely atiributing blame to
the pilots, the respondent
has created A skewed narra-
tive that fails to serve the pre-
ventive purpose of anair ne:
cldent Investigatlon ™

On Aug 8, o bench ol Jus-
tiees Surya Kantand Joyma-
Iva Bagchi hiad refused to en-
tertain a petition secking
safoty audit of every alr-
craft of Alr India and re-
buked the petitioner for
seekingtheauditof only one
airlineand notall alrlines,

“It was a very unforfus-
nate incident. But this is not
the time to run down air-
lines. You must approach the
DGCA and the central govt
on the lssue of safety and se-
curity of passengers. IF they
do not take any action, then
we can step in,"” the Supreme
Court bench had sakd.
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Hijack scare as man punches
In code to open cockpit door

Correct Combination Used But Capt Refused To Let Him In

Times Mews NETwork

Varanasi/New Delhi: A hi-
jack scare gripped an Air In-
dia Express flight from Ben-
galuru to Varanasi Monday
afteraman tried tounlock the
cockpit door mid-air by enter-
ing random digits on its key-
pad, triggering a security
buzzer inside the flight deck.
Cabin crew confronted
the passenger, identified as
Mani R, who claimed he was
a first-time flyver looking for
the lavatory, He returned to
his seat, but the move
prompted the captain of
Flight IX-1086, a Boeing 737,
toalert Varanasi ATC.
Despite his explanation,
thealarm was taken serious-
ly as Mani had allegedly
punched the correct cockpit
code, police sources said. A
passenger posted on X: “An
@ AirIndiaX passenger tried
toopen the cockpit door... He
even punched the right pass-

code, but the captain didn't
open the door, fearing a hi-
jack. The passenger was fly-
ing with eight others.” The
crew’s refusal to open the
door prevented further esca-
lation. The airline has cate-

gorised the act as “level-
three unruly behaviour”,
the highest on the scale, cov-
ering interference with air-
craft systems and punisha-
ble with a “no-fly listing” of
at least two years and possi-
bly a lifetime ban.

“We are aware of an oc-

“ We are aware of
an occurrence on one of
our flights to Varanasi...
We reaffirm that robust
security protocol are in
place and were not
compromised

AIR INDIA EXPRESS
SPOKESPERSON

currence on one of our
flights to Varanasi. where a
passenger approached the
cockpit entry area while
looking for the lavatory,™ an
Air India Express spokes-
person said. “We reaffirm
that robust safety and secu-
rity protocol are in place and
werenot compromised,”
faranasi ACP Pindra

Prateek Kumar said CISF

moved inassoon as the flight
crew's message was relayed
tothe airlines and airport of-
ficials. The jet landed in Va-

ranasi at 10.18am. CISF de-
tained Mani and eight oth-
ers in his group, all from
Bengaluru, “Following ini-
tial interrogation, they were
handed over to Phulpur po-
lice,” Kumar said.

Security agencies, includ-
ing IB and anti-terrorism
squad questioned the group
until late evening. The vouths
told investigators they had
come to Varanasi to visit tem-
ples and that Mani mistook
the cockpit keypad for res-
troom-entry mechanism.

At Lal Bahadur Shastri
International Airport, fel-
low travellers described re-
lisf after a tense flight.
“When he tried to open the
cockpit door, other passen-
gerswere left frightened and
confused,” one flyer said.

Checks revealed no suspi-
cious items. ADCP Vaibhav
Bangar said: “Further back-
ground verification and in-
vestigation are underway, ™
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