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KARGIL AIRPORT JOINT INSPECTION ON SEPT 1

Nubra Civil Airport Terminal
Likely to Open by December

|AF alloted 5 acres for
construction of a new
civil terminal in Nubra

Hakeem Irfan Rashid

Srinagar: Ladakh plans (o
Taumeh elvillan Mizhis Feom Thio-
Ise Alrporl in Mubra Valley by
Decomber, licutenant governor
Vinal Kumar Saxcna said on Sa
turday. Besides, a joint inspec-
tion is scheduled for September L
to assess eivil operation readi-
nessal Kargilairpore.

Saxeny chaired a meetingg with
officials from the defence min-
sty Indian Alr Faros, Alrporis
Anthority af Indla (AAT and the
Ladakhadminismration in Dethito
review the preparedness for com
mercial civilian flight operations
at Thoise dnd Kargilairports.

“The lndisn Alr Force appro-
vierl an allooment of § acres of
Tand fiiconstruction ol a new ci-
vil lerminal in Mubra. Runway
re-carpeling s underway [or a
Novermber completion deadline.
Weo arc targeting commence.
ment of civil operations bar De-
cember 2026, from an old charte-
redflightterminalat Thoise Air-
el alter relurbishing i Saxe-

na said.

Yor Barpll ajrport, & joint in-
spaclion will be conducied wilh
the alr foree, AATand elvil avia-
rion ministry on Scptember 1 in
the prescncee of the licutenant
governar o assess whether the
airport is ready for civilian
fliphts.

“Hesides tulfilling the Prime
Minislers vision ol boosting the
region’s conneclivily and Inelu-
shve developmeanl. of U (Union
Territory of ) Ladakh, the flight
opcration at these airports will
further unlock the optimum tow-
rism potential in border aress
Likge Twrtuds, 3iachen Base Camp,
Karziland [rass,” said Saxena.
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Cochin Airport Accuses SpiceJet of
Misinformation Amid Kochi Delays

Qur Bureau

BMumbal: Cochin Internationsl
Adrprt Lid (CLALY on Saturday
gecused Spivedet of spreading
mibsinfiormalion by atieibating
disruplions o s Kochl opera-
Lions lobhad wealher, saving there
were e adverse weather condi
tions at the airport o warrant
thecaneel lations and delas,

The airport operator’s steate-
ment cameafrerthe budpet carri-
arr isaied a passenger advisory
ot social mesdla, warning thal
Toaad] weman L heesr In Ko eon1e alact
arrivals, departures and consc

quential flights, and asking pas
aengers to check their flight sta
tus hefore trasclling to the air
port. CLAL said it had observed
continuingoperational issues at-
ferting Spicedet’s services from
Keowhl, ineluding inler-

national Mighls, cad-

3 sing conslderable in-
convenicnes and un
certainty for passengers. Tt said
no other airline operating from
the airport had reported weat-
her-related cancellytions during
e sarme periad. “Inordinais de-
Tays and even cancellations have
riarkad Spicedel’s servioes Mrom
Kochi in recent days,” CTAL said.
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Except Delhi, tlights at most
Indian airports log drop: Data

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s major air-
ports operated significantly
fewer flights in June and July
than a year ago, with some
recording declines of nearly
20%, as the prolonged conflict
in West Asia disrupted interna-
tional travel and forced airlines
to cut or suspend some services.

Data from aviation analytics
firm Cirium, reviewed by HT,
shows that Chennai and Hyder-
abad recorded the steepest
declines among the country's
major airports. Chennai saw
flight operations fall 20% in
June and 18.9% in July year-on-
year, while Hyderabad recorded
declines of around 20% in June
and nearly 19% in July.

Mumbai, India’s second-busi-
est airport, also recorded a
sharp fall, with flight operations
declining 10.4% in June and
12.5% in July from the corre-
sponding months last year.
Kolkata recorded declines of
13.2% in June and 16.8% in July,
while Bengaluru recorded year-
on-year reductions of 11.7% and
10.1%, respectively.

The decline comes as airlines
grapple with the impact of the
ongoing West Asia conflict,
which has disrupted airspace,

DATA BY AVIATION
ANALYTICS FIRM
CIRIUM, REVIEWED
BY HT. SHOWS
THAT CHENNALI
AND HYDERABAD
RECORDED
THESTEEPEST
DECLINES AMONG
THE COUNTRY'S
MAJOR AIRPORTS

increased flying times on sev-
eral international routes and
weakened demand for travel to
key overseas destinations.

Indian carriers have also
trimmed or suspended some
international services in recent
months because of operational
challenges arising from the geo-
political situation.

Among the country's six
major metro airports, Delhi
emerged as the only exception.
Indira Gandhi International
Airport recorded an 8% increase
in flight operations in June and
a 2.5% rise in July compared
with the same months last year.

To be sure, Delhi serves as the
country’s largest aviation hub,
with a wider domestic network
and a substantial share of con-

necting traffic, factors that may
have helped cushion the impact.

“The weakness in flight oper-
ations highlights the wider
impact of the West Asia crisis
on India's aviation sector, with
airlines recalibrating schedules
in response to changing
demand and higher operating
costs,” an airline official said on
condition of anonymity.

“Airlines have substantially
reduced their planned capacity
for the first half (H1) of FY27
because operating costs have
risen sharply, while passenger
demand has weakened. As a
result, the decline in flight num-
bers across airports is in line
with expectations,” said Kapil
Kaul, CEO of aviation consulting
and research firm CAPA India.

Mark D Martin of Martin
Consulting attributed the
decline largely to slower inter-
national operations.

“The impact reflected in
these figures is largely on inter-
national routes, particularly
those affected by the closure of
Iranian, Iraqi and parts of Isra-
eli airspace, which increased
fuel costs and flight times.
Domestic operations remained
largely status quo because the
government had already sof-
tened the impact of higher fuel
prices,” he said.
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KIA revises UDF  BIAL: User fee
fromSept;in  hike to cover
afirst, arrivals  investment

too will pay » Continued from P1

Bengaluru:Passengersus- |
ing Kempegowda Interna- 1
tional Airport will have to m
ised the existing system, un-
méﬁfﬁ (UDFL;S;E desveel op- der which only outbound
v eshigie passengers pay UDE
with charges applicable to i . Poien:
both inbound and out- mportantly Benga
bound passengers for the luru International Alr-
first time. Th[:ag?ev].-sed tar.  bort Limited (BIAL)
I follows the Alrports Eco- sald the revised struc-
nomiec Regulato e Author- ture does not amount to
ity of India’ AE% rd an increase in the over-
yof India's (AERA)order ) 00 D, The com-
for the fourth control peri- bined d SO
od (FY27-FY31) ned domestic un-
As per the tariff order, der the new structure
from Sent 1. 2096 to March 31, will be Rs 425, compared
a7, doget‘ucwtbmmd > with Rs 550 currently
senégm will pay Rs mm::g charged to an outbound

; domestic passenger. For
UIE. whils acrhving international passen-

"he revised structure
marks a change from

gﬂ“llmif*' R—“I’zﬁ F"t‘}'lé“m] 02 gers, the combined UDF

will mﬂmﬂﬁsme lgfeolrs de’ will be Hs 1,423, against
partires the existing Rs1,500.

and Rs 426 for arrivals. Until RIAL sald the tariff

Aug3l theexistingUDFap- 00 yaie into account

plicable to departing do- significant  Infrastruc-

mestic & international pas-

ture investments planned
at the airport, including
Terminal 2 Phase? theT2
Phase 2 apron, airfield

sengers will continue. i

» For investment, P 3
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Maiden flight turns into tarmac protest

Dhairya Gajara
MUMBAI
What was meant to be a quick
journey during a family
emergency turned into a tar-
mac protest at Delhi Airport
for first-time flyer Aamir Kazi,
who alleged that a Spicelet
flight to Mumbai was delayed
by nearly three hours and pas-
sengers were made to sit
inside the aircraft without air
conditioning
Kazi, All
Federation’s
state joint
Mumbai

India Youth
Maharashtra
secretary and
President, had

booked his maiden flight,
Spiceler SG-800, from New
Delhi to Mumbai on August
14, The flight was scheduled to

depart Indira Gandhi
International Airport at
10,3 0pm.

According to Kazi, board-
ing began only in the early
hours, after passengers waited
in the terminal with minimal
updates. He alleged that the
air-conditioning inside the air-
craft was not functioning,
prompting him to disembark
and stage a peaceful sit-in on
the tarmac.

“What was supposed to be

Aamir Kazi alleged
that the flight was
delayed by 3 hrs and
passengers were
made to sit inside
the aircraft without
air condition
I
my first experience of air
travel mumed into an unex-
pected protest against poor
passenger management and
inadequate basic facilities,”
Kazi told The Free Press
Journal.

He said passengers were

entitled two “safety, dignity,
comfort, timely information
and accountability” and ealled
for stronger regulation and
public oversight of private air-
lines. According to a fight-
tracking platform, the aircrafi
departed at 124am and
landed at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
ar 3.02am.

In July, SpiceJet recorded
34.6% on-time performance
across 10 major airports, an
8.58% cancellation rate and
the second-highest number of
passenger complaints among
Indian airlines.
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IndiGo’s ticket
hooking system
faces issues
briefly

The country's largest airline
IndiGo's ticket booking system
briefly faced issues on Friday
and people were unable o
access online services. On
Wednesday also, the airdine's
booking system had experi-
enced issues. "We are cur-
rently experiencing intermit-
tent issues with our core reser-
vation plaform, which may
make it difficult for some cus-
tomers to access our online
services.” IndiGo said in a
message on its website on
Fridav. Teams are working on
priority along with the partner
1o resolve the issue as quickly
as possible, IndiGo said.
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Domestic air traffic drops 4.8% to 1.2 crore passengers in July

FPJ News Service

MUKMBAI
e

Indias domestic passenger
traffic slipped by 4.8% month-
on-month in July 2026 to 12
croce travellers from 126 crore
in June, reflecting a temporary
seasonal contraction in the
sector,

Industry insiders duwed ris-
ing fuel costs leading to higher

airfares, deliberate capacity
rationalisation by airlines, and
the usual monsoon slowdown
as kev reasons for the drop in
demand.

However, cumulative per-
formance remained steady,
with total passengers carried
between January and July
2026 reaching 9.84 crore, a
0.64% increase compared to
the 877 crore recorded in the

corresponding period last
year.

The traffic drop wiggered
widespread declines in pas-
senger load factors across
nearly all domestic carriers.

Akasa Alir recorded the
highest occupancy level at
91.8%, slightly down from
Junes 922%. Spicelet, Air
India Group, and IndiGo saw
seat cccupancy fall o B4.1%,

83.2%, and 824%, respectively.
Among regional airlines,
IndiaOne Air suffered a sharp

decline to 44.5%, whereas Goa-

based Flydl bucked the indus-
try trend by raising its load fac-

tor to 747%. IndiGo consoli-
dated its market dominance
during the month, carrying
8082 lakh passengers to
expand its market share to
G74% from 663% in June. Air
India Group followed with a
24% share, while Akasa Air
and Spiceet saw their market
shares decline to 5.5% and 1.6%.

In terms of operational effi-
ciency, IndiGo topped punc

twality rankings across 10
major Indian airports with an
on-time performance of 912%.

Akasa Air repistered 90.8%
punctuality, while Al Group
recorded 88.5%. Spicelet
posted an on-time perform-
ance of 34.6%. Reactionary
delays accounted for 65% of
overall flight disruptions
across all airlines during the
month.
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