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Kﬂt’[m'am greenfield airport set to get
‘in-principle’ okay; Defence, EIA nod in

—
Rohit Vaid
Fbiwe Dulla

The Centre s considering
ranting “in-principle’ =
grmu] Eu:-r i LS r!dEnId :JE-
port In E.IIII.‘[;].?‘:].I‘IL Kerala,

sources told besmesading.

The greenfield a].rinur: is
aimed :ﬂ serving millions of

rims visiting the ofF
ﬁﬁlﬂlﬂgh_ I:!LEEII.L nmlnt'
Sabarimala.

Thie progect is spread over
2 000 acres af Cheruvally Es-
tare near Erumel, sources
said.

“It has already recelived
site and defence dearance
from the Centre, as well as
“Terms of Heferenoe' ap-
proval for e Envirenmental
Impact Assessment (ELA)"
sources sald

“The Kerala government
recently submitted the De-
tailed Fn:ijm Heport (DPR)
1o the Mindstey of Civil Avi-
atbon (MoCA " theysald.

.4|.1:1:|.'|i:-d‘.i|15'F tor thee DPH, the

The Chensvally Exstate whers

the Karals povt proposes to
busild the Sabarimala

preenfield alirport

project will feature a
3. 000-m runway capable of
hamtling farge abrcraft such
ad Boedng 7774, 2 passenger
rﬁmmjﬁwir.h 2 A r}'Eﬂc-:I'
seven millon anmeally, and a
cargo faciliry.

AFPROVAL STAGE

Sources sabd the project has
redched the second atage of

the Centre’s Greenfield Adr-
parts Policy for getring ®in-
principle” approval to starr
fand acquisition for con-

struction and other activit-
ies. “The Ministry of Civil
Aviation and associared min-
istrees such a5 Home and De-
fence, along wath IMD, an
deliboraring on granting ‘in-
|'.'-:nﬁ|:||:|le' approval o the
project,’ sources said,

adding, "“We are fiuil that
1he aE-*ptulm] will be granted

However, the joumey o
this sTage Was ol 25V, 34 40
earlier fog an alrport on
the EE.EF::;LE' 'a.'agi;ﬂm hold
after the Kerala government
kad o withdraw land acquis-
irlon notices.

At that dme, a High Court
efder had flaggred ksues like
kEing a8 non-independent
agency for the social mpact
5md'r' and unelesr land oam-
ership records.

These legal and proced-
iwrdl hurdles delaved the pro-

Jm fmlunﬂ, T LOW SoklrCes

said these isswes had been re-
=olved with sew documents
and a Deralled I-'mje-z[

E.ll!r.'rl:ll"l.
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Nanded airport closed as DGCA flags violations

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The civil aviation reg-
ulator, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), has shut
down Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji
Airport in Nanded after it found
serious safety lapses, multiple offi-
cials aware of the matter told HT.
“The DGCA issued an order to
shut down the Nanded airport
after it found four serious issues
with the airport,” an official said.
“The lapses included big pot-
holes on the runway, no power
back up and inadequate fire tend-
ers,” the second official said. “The
lapses have been categorized as L1

THE DISRUPTIONS
ARE EXPECTED TO
IMPACT THE
AIRPORT FOR AT
LEAST A WEEK, AN
OFFICIAL SAID

by the DGCA,” he added.

The DGCA classifies safety-re-
lated audit findings into two
tiers: Level 1 (L1) and Level 2
(L2). L1 refers to the most serious
violations, considered direct
safety hazards that demand
immediate corrective action by
the airline, while L2 violations

typically include procedural
non-compliances or administra-
tive oversights that do not pose
an immediate danger but still
require rectification. The airport
operates for seven hours a day
and has Star Air as its sole air-
line operator. The airline runs 10
daily flights to and from Nanded.

“One of the DGCA's observa-
tions was that the airport operated
with Doppler VOR, which is less
accurate than satellite-based sys-
tems,” the official added.

Maharashtra Airport Develop-
ment Company Ltd (MADC),
which manages the airport, did
not respond to queries sent to
them.

Pcnpl::- aware of the matter said
thatsenior management officials
of Star Air, the airline impacted
due to the closure, met with minis-
try officials on Friday.

“The airline carries 5,000 pas-
sengers weekly. Due to heavy foot-
falls of the pilerims in Nanded, the
advance booking runs up to
180,000. The airline presented the
impact of the closure not only on
passengers but also on them,” one
of the people said. “The disrup-
tions are expected to impact the
airline for at least a week,” the offi-
cial added.

Nanded is a major centre for the
sikh community, drawing pilgrims
from Punijab.
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Tourist Influx
Expected
To Rise
Significantly

Nimesh.Khakhariya

@timesofindia.com

Rajkot: Connectivity to the
temple town of Dwarka, visi-
ted by lakhs of Lord Krishna
devolees every vear, 1s set for
a major boost with authoriti-
es finally identifyving land for
anew airport.

After several failed at-
tempts, the Devbhumi Dwar-
ka district administration
has earmarked nearly 300
hectares near Vasai village,
around 12 km from Dwarka,
for the aviation facility.

Officials said the govern-

/. TIMES OF INDIA
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The district administration I1s
preparing to begin the land
acquisition process

ment alreadv owns about
45% of this land, while the
rest belongs to private hol-
ders. The district collector’s
office is preparing to initiate
the acquisition process un-
der the state's policy fram-
ework.

“This is the third time
land has been identified for
the project. Earlier proposals
were rejected by the civil av-

AHMEDABAD

1ation department due to ne-
gative feasibility reports.
Considering this is a coastal
border region with vital ar-
my installations, all parame-
ters are being reviewed with
extra caution,” said a senior
official.

Once the acquisition is
complete, the land will be
handed over to the state civil
aviation department for de-
velopment in coordination
with the Centre and after re-
gulatoryv clearances.

Besides the ancient Dwar-
Kadhish temple—the prime
draw for pilgrims—the deve-
lopment of Shivrajpur beach
and the Sudarshan Setu to
Bet Dwarka have led to a mas-
sive Influx of visitors.

Dwarka is presently con-
nected by rail to north, nort-
heast, and south India, with
an 8-hour journey from Ah-
medabad and a 17-hour jour-
nev from Mumbai. Officials

22 AUGUST 2025

300-ha land parcel identified
for new Dwarka airport

said the new airport will
drastically reduce travel ti-
me for pilgrims and tourists,
while also serving the Ailr
Force's strategic needs in
emergencies.

Other attractions expec-
ted to get a boost include the
Marine National Park and co-
astal biodiversity hotspots in
DevbhumiDwarkaand adjoi-
ning Jamnagar district.

Tourist numbers have al-
ready surged after the inau-
guration of the Sudarshan
Setu bridge linking Beyt
Dwarka to the mainland. The
tourism department is now
planning infrastructure to
cater to the growing crowds,
including lakes, beaches, and
amarine interpretation cent-
re. The project aims to trans-
form Bet Dwarka from a pu-
rely religious destination in-
to a holistic tourism hub offe-
ring cultural, natural, and
recreational experiences.
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Sniffer dog
attacks 4-yr-old
at Kol airport

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A four-vear-old
boy headed to Malaysiafora
holiday with his family on
Aug 12 was attacked by a
Customs dog at Kolkata air-
port resulting in deep
scratches on his back and

leading to his hospitalisa-
tion. The family had to scut-
tle 1ts trip and on Aug 19
lodged an FIR with NSCBI
airport police  station
against the dog handler.

The child, Anav Jain, is
now undergoingatreatment
protocol that requires five
doses of immunisation ad-
ministered over 28 days.

The dog, a four-vear-old
female Alsatiannamed Nan-
cy, was trained for narcotics
detection at the Customs Ca-
nine Centre at Attari, air-
port sources said. Customs
officials, when contacted,
did notcomment on the mat-
ter:

“My four-vear-old son
fellvictimtoaviclous attack
by a Customs department
dog named Nancy while we
were en route to departure
(rate 4A & 48 for ourflight to
Malaysa. The incompetent
dog handler failed to control
the dog, resulting in an un-
provoked and ‘severe-cate-
gory’ injury to my child,”
Rounak Jain, a business-
mari, said inthe FIR.

He alleged that despite
their cries for help, the dog
handler “deserted his post
and absconded with thedog,
leaving us to deal with the
[raumatic aftermath
alone”.
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Customs dog attacks
child at Kolkata airport
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Boy Sustains Deep Apex court refuses urgent hearing
Scratches, Family against MCD circular on stray dogs

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Thursday turned down a plea for
urgent listing ofan application against a circular issued by the

Municipal Corporation of Delhi for removal of stray dogs from streets.
As the Chief Justice of India was heading a constitution bench on
Thursday, before which mentioning of cases is not allowed, the case

was mentioned before a bench of Justices J K Maheshwariand Vijay
Bishnoi, which rejected the plea. The court noted that the order has

already beenreserved incases related to stray dogs.

The controversy surrounding stray dogs remains unresolved with a
three-judge bench having reserved its order on Aug 14 against a

two-judge bench verdict to remove all stray dogs from the streets of the
capitaland National Capital Region (NCR).

While reserving its order, a three-judge bench of Justices Vikram
Nath, Sandeep Mehtaand N V Anjaria had blamed the inaction and
inefficiency of local authorities inimplementing Animal Birth Control
(ABC) Rules forthe proliferation of stray dogs on the streets of NCR. tuw

Files Case Against
Canine Handler

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Holkata: A Customs dog at Kolka-
ta airport allegedly attacked a
four-vear-old bov headed to Malay-
sia and Singapore for a holiday
with family on Aug 12. The child
sustained deep scratches on his
back and had to be hospitalised.

The child 1s undergoing a
treatment protocol that requires
five doses of immunisation ad-
ministered over 28 days. Forced
toscuttle the trip, his familv filed
a complaint against the dog han-
dler at NSCBI airport police sta-
tionon Augld, based on which an
FIR was registered.

In his complaint, the bov’s fa-
ther Rounak Jain stated that the
family was heading to the depar-
ture gates to board their Malay-
sla-bound flight when the dog at-

tacked his son. “The incompe-
tent handler failed to control the
dog, resulting in an unprovoked
and ‘severe category’ injury to
my child,” he said. Despite theiwr
cries for help, he alleged that the
handler “deserted his post and
absconded with the dog, leaving

us to deal with the traumatic af-
termath alone™.

Jain, a businessman, claimed
that awrport authorities dis-
plaved a “shocking lack of em-
pathy and urgency” and only
sprang intoaction when his son's
condition deteriorated. “The air-
port doctor downplayed the se-
verityof thedogbite, when it was
painfully evident that my child
urgently required immediate
medical attention,” his com-
plaint stated. He further alleged
that the family's request for
CCTV footage was denied.

Bidhannagar Police regis-
tered an FIR against the dog han-
dler under BNS Section 29I,
which deals with negligence

leading to human injuries from
animal attacks and is punishable
by six months in jail or a fine of
o, or both. Jain said they
rushed his son to a private hospi-
tal in New Town, where he under-
went overnight treatment and
follow-ups for a week. The family
provided authorities with all nec-
essary documents, including
hospital records.

The canine, a four-vear-old fe-
male Alsatian named Nancy, had
been trained to detect narcotics
at the Customs Canine Centre at
Attari, airport sources said. Air-
port authorities said they were
mvesticating the claims. Cus-
toms officials, meanwhile, re-
fused to comment.
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Ganja Worth
212 Cr Seized
From Two
Indian Flyers

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Chennal airport
customs on Thursdav foiled a
drug smuggling bid from
Thailand. seizing 12 kg of
hydroponic ganja worth 12
crore from two Indian flvers
who used identical conceal-
ment tricks in trolley bags —
the second such bust this
month,

Based on speciic mputs
{rom the Directoraie of Reve-
nue Intelligence (DRI), the
air intelligence unit of Chen-
nai Customs intercepted two
passengers who arrived from
Bangkok on a Thai Airlines
flight that landed in Chennai
in the early hours of Thurs-
day

Hydroponic ganja, shark
fin seized at city airport

One flver had hidden four
kgof hvdroponic ganjainthe
talse bottom of his checked-
in trolley bag, packed in va-
cuum-sealed sachets with
fruiting tops. The other con-
cealed nearly eight kg in his
baggage, camouflaged as a
cake. Inall, 12 ke of the highly
poient weed, valued at 12
crore, was seized from the
duo.

During  interrogation,
sleuthsfound that the smugg-
lers were promised moneta-
ry compensation tocarry the
drug from Bangkok to Chen-
nai and deliver the consign-
ment to receivers walting
outside the airport. They su-
spect that both carriers must
have been engaged by the
same gang, though the flvers

did not know each other as
they belonged to different
states. They must have been
sent on the same flight in the
hope that at least one of them
would successfully get out to
deliver the consignment, sa-
Id a customs otficial.

On Aug 7, customs sleuths
at Chennai airport seized fo-
ur kg of hvdroponic ganja
from a flver who arrived from
Malaysia. Hydroponic weed
has replaced other synthetic
drugs as a major party drug
for its high tetrahvdrocanna-
binol {THC) content and easy
availability and is in huge de-
mand in Bengaluru, Kerala,
and Chennal.

In another seizure, cus-
toms sleuths prevented the
smuggling of dried shark
fins to Singapore trom Chen-
naionAugl7. About 11.6kg of
shark fins were seized from
tWo passengers.

Theexportof sharkfinsis
prohibited under the Foreilgn
Trade Policy, and the contra-
band was seized under the
provisions of the Customs
Act.
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A-1 Hlight from Mumbai
aborts takeoff due to
‘operational’ reasons

An Alr India flight from Mumbal to Jodhpur
abomed takeoll and returned (o the bay on
Fricdlavdue in"operational” reasons. Aliemative
arrangements were muade to fly the passengers
totheir destination, the Tata-owned airfine sid
inadatement, withoul shanng furherdetails
“Flight Als45 opemting from Mumbai to
JodhpuronAugust 22 returned o bayduetoan
operational issue. The cockplt crew decided to

discontimie thetake-off nun following tandard
operating procadures and brought the afreraft

back.” Alr India said in astatement P
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Al, Al Express
post 19,668 cr
loss before tax
inFY25

Alr India and Air India
Express together posted a
loss before tax of Hs
95684 crore in the finan-
cial year ended March
2025, according to the civil
gviation ministry. In the

last fiscal, Akasa Air and
Spicelet recorded a |oss

hefore tax of s 19834
crore and K= 58.1 crore,
while IndiGo reported a
profit before tax of Rs
{85875 crore.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FRE]

-
oty

FE

BEsS JOURNAL

MUNMBA L

Ao AUGUST 2025

GMR Airports board clears
proposal to raise up to I5K cr

PTI
HEW DELHI

GMR  Airports’ board on
Thursday approved a proposal
to raise up to Rs 5,000 crore
through issuance of securities.

Besides, the board of the
company has approved setting
up of a whallv-oswned subsidi-
ary as a Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPY) o undertake the
CATED city project at the Indira
Gandhi Intemational Airport
(IGLA) in the national capital.

The proposals were cleared
by the board at s meeting
held on Thursday.

According o a regalatory
filing the board has given its

nod to an enabling resolution
for raising of funds up to Rs
S0 Ccrore in one or more
tranches, through issue of
securities, including fully paid-
up equity shares and non-con-
vertible debentures.

‘The company might also
ook at  issuing  Foreign
Currency Convertible Bonds
(FCCEs) to mise the funds, it
added. Meanwhile, GMR
Airports Lid will be develop-
ing the cargo city spread over
50.5 acres of land at the IGIA.

The IGIA is the country's lar-
gest airport and is operated by
the Delhi International Airport
Lid (DIAL), a subsidiary of
GMR Airports.
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Adr Indin and Air India
Express were aoquired by Tala
Groupin January 2022, ®UTERS

Al, Al EXPRESS

POST 79,568 CR
LOS5 BEFORE TAX
IN FY25

Prass Trust of India
feedback @liveming com

NEW DELHI: Air India and Air
Inedia Express iopether posted a
loss before tax of 39,5684
crore in the linancial year
ended March 2025, according
b Lhe civil aviaion ministry.

i1 the last fiscal, Akasa Air
and Spicelet recorded a loss
before tax of 21 9834 crore amd
2581 crore, while IndiGo
reporied a profit before tax of
27 5875 crore.

The figures were shared by
minister of state for civil avia-
tion Murlidhar Mohol as part
of a written reply to the Lok
Sabha on Thursday. These are
provisional figures.

Tata Group-owmed Air India
had a loss before tax of
w3 85940 2 crore while 118 low-
cost arm Air India Express,
which had beén profitable {or
lomg, reegisicred a loss of
25 6782 crore in 2024-25,

Loss-making Air India and
profitable Air India Express
were acquired by Tata Group in
January 22

Ag per the data, the debt of
Air India stood at 226,879.6
crore while that of IndiGo
touched 267,088 4 crore.

The debt of Air India
Express, Akasa Air, and Spice
Jet stood at 36175 crore, ATES
crore, and T886 crove, respecs
tively, the data showed.

“With the repeal of Air Cor-
poration Act in March 1994, the
Indian domestic avizlion has
been dereeulated. The financial
and operational decisions,
including resource mobilisa-
tion amd diebt restricturing, are
manzged by the respoctive air-
lincs based on commercil con-
siderations,” Mohol said in the
written replhy.
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AIr India, Air India Express report
20,508 crore loss betore tax 1in FY25

NEW DELHI: Air India and

Air India Express together
posted a loss before tax of Rs

9,568.4 crore in the fAnan-
cial year ended March 2025,
according to the civil aviation
ministry.

In the last fiscal, Akasa Air
and Spicelet recorded a loss
before tax of Rs 1,983.4 crore
and Rs 58.1 crore, while IndiGo
reported a proht before tax of
Rs 7,587.5 crore.

The hgures were shared by
Minister of State for Civil Avi-
ation Murlidhar Mohol as part
of a written reply to the Lok
Sabha on Thursday. These are
provisional fiigures.

Tata Group-owned Air
India had a loss before tax of Rs
3,890.2 crore while its low-cost
arm Air India Express, which
had been profitable for long,
registered a loss of Rs 5,678.2
crore in 2024-25,

Loss-making Air India and
profitable Air India Express
were acquired by Tata Group
in January 2022

As per the data, the debt of
Air India stood at Rs 26,879.6
crore while that of IndiGo
touched Rs 67,088.4 crore.

The debt of Air India
Express, Akasa Air, and Spice-
Jet stood at Rs 617.5 crore, Rs
78.5 crore, and Rs 886 crore,

respectively, the data showed.
"With the repeal of Air Cor-
poration Act in March 1994, the
Indian domestic aviation has
been deregulated. The finan-
cial and operational decisions,
including resource mobilisa-
tion and debt restructuring, are
managed by the respective air-
lines based on commercial con-
siderations, Mohol said in the
written reply. FTI

2025
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Celebi withdraws plea in HC against
revocation of airport security clearance

PIOMEER HEWS SERVICE

W Mumbai

The subsidiary of Turklyve
based airport ground han-
dling senvices major Celebi on
Thureday withdrew irs plea in
the Bombay High Court
against revocation ol its
security Clearance by Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security |BCAS)
in the altermath of
Operation sindoor.

A bench ol ustices BP
Colabawalla and Firdosh
Poanlwalla allowed the same
and disposed of the plea
The Bombay HC had been
deferring hearing of the plea
awaiting averdict on an iden-
tical plea before Delhi HC,
which was dismissed last

THE HC HAD ALSO
VACATED [TS
EARLIER INTERIM
ORDER FROM
RESTRAINING MIAL
FINALISING
TENDERS

mionth. On Juby 7, the DeElhi HC
dismissed a writ petition by
another Celebi subsidiary
seeking suspension and
annulment of the security
clearance cancellarion.
Celebis counsel Chetan
Kapadia on Thursday told
Bombay HC bench that the
firm seeks o withdraw is
plea, which the court accep-
ed. The petlition had sought

suspension and annulment
of the admunistrative decision
of security clearance cancel-
lation granted by Bureau of
Clhvil Aviation Security under
the Minkstry of Civil Aviation
of India.

The HC had last month
aleovacated its eadier interim
order restraining Mumbal
Iniermational Alrport Limioed
{ MIAL} from finalising tenders
for ground and bridge han-
dling services post ermina-
tion of Celebi’s contract.

A single bench had then
said the interim protection
granied in May cannod be con-
tinued in view of the judg-
ment passed by the Delhi
High Court in July dismissing

the petition filed by Celebl

SEANst similar contract permil-
nation of the Delthi alrmport
and revocation ol securicy
clearance.

Amid the backlash In
India over Turkiye™s support
to Pakistan during Operation
sindoor, India's aviation
gecurity regulator BCAS
revoked the security clear-
ance of Celebi Alrport Services
India on grounds related o
national securiny with imme-
diane efect.

The company had mowved
the High Corifrt against revo-
cation of s security dearance
and subsequent ermination
of its contract with MIAL
Celebl holds 59 per cent
capital of Celebi Nas Alrport

Senvices India Private Limibted.
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India-China direct flights likely to start in a mth

saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India and China
could reswmne direct flights
withinamonth, with airlines
on both sidesexpecting anan-
nouncement when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi vis-
its Tianjin later this month
for the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation summit.
Sources said that Chinese

carriers could realistically
resume flights “tomorrow”,
if required, but airlines in In-
dia “might need to do some
work " before that.

“The amr service agree-
ment (ASA) between India
and China has to be revised.
There can be dialogue on
that. But the issue is, do we
wait forthe ASA to be revised
or resume flights under the
existing bilateral arrange-

menis? The latter seems
more likely,” a source said.
Inditzo and Air India have
some operational issues to
address, including their pre-
pandemic slots at Chinese
alrports being given away to
other carriers. “Our airlines
will take some time. We areof

the view that flights should
resume when carriers on
both sides are able tO resume
operations,” the source said.
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Air India cuts loss
but Al Express
sees it rising

MNew Delhi: Tata's full service
Air Indiamanaged to cutits loss

by almost a quarter, while the

low cost(LCC) Air India Express
saw its lossmore thantriplein

the first fiscal (FY26) of the
salt-to-satellite conglomerate
consolidating its airline

business. AlX Connect
(erstwhile AirAsia India) was

merged into Al Express last Oct.
The merged LCC’s provisional
lossin FY25 was Rs 5,678 crore,
up from Rs 1,357 crore combined

loss of Al Express (Rs 163 crore)
and AlX Connect (Rs 1,194 crore).
Vistara was merged into Air
India last Nov and the combined
full service carrier'slossin FY25

was 3,890, down from combined
loss 0fRs 5,025 crore of Al (Rs

4,444 crore) and Vistara (Rs
G8lcrore) inFY 24, tum
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Panel demands mandatory
mountain training for pilots

HIEKHAR S INGH
FIE Ohf % P S
WU DL, AKMGERS T 21
A parmmentary panel has
E=aerd a sathing indickment
of Indigs swation safety
regame, warming that hedicop-
fer operations dun ng the Char
Disirn Yatra remam mired in
e lnteory con i son, repctre
measures and systemic neg-
bect, despate a spale of fatal
acciclen b eaufier this vear
TheDepartmment-Helaed Par
arnetary Stancig Comnil-
e on Transpoit, Thumsm and
Chalture: chainsd by JIXNU) MP
Sarpay Kumar Jha, =axd the

cversiehl strechume created “a
respures bl ity TR T RERY
b=boveen the Dinrtomte Gener
a of Cral Asaten (DCCA )
the Uitamkhand Chal Asiataon
Disvebiopament Authonty,

“The DGCA's position of
bemp o pasgve loensing
athorityrepresents an adior
tonal 1ts ulimate responsial
ity forensuring thesalety of all
erwil aviation activilies within
the country,” the report smd,
mdding  hal mm gy
betweren Central andd stade reg
ulatesrs busd crepted an “mber-
enthy unsafe and unsustEn.
ke’ fwo-bier svstem
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Tata’s aviation betbleeds as Al
Express post39,568-crore loss

TRIBUNENEWS SIRVICE

KW TSCLE, AOMGUTST 21
Tata Group's aviation gam-
He 1E under [resh scrutiny
after official data revealed
lhat Amr India and Air India
Express together sulfered o
pre-tax loss of Rs 9.0684
erore in 2024-35, rasing
questiong about the long-
term vaabtlity of the nation-
4l crrier 5 revival plamn,
Aar Inedin, onee the flap
bearer of [ndian aviation,

risportid a loss before Lax of

Hs 38502 crore 10 Uhe Last
financial vear, More wor ry-

g was the perfomance of

air  India Express, ihe
groip s low-c ost arm which
had histoncally been pral-
itiible bul swung Lo & mas-
arve B 56782 erore loss in
2i24-13. Both airlines were
acquired by the Tata Group
in Januiry 2E22 with hopes
ol & burna rond

FILE

Dieht borden across ardmes hints at tmouhle

e

The provisional Agures
wete disclosed by Minister
of State for Civil Aviaton
Muridhar Mohol in a writ-
ten reply 1o the Lok Sabhi
o Thursday,

In  contrast Inedilro,
Inelia’s largest carfier by
marke! share, registered a
pre-tax profit of Rs 7,587.5
crore, underseoring the
widening gap in financial

perfo rmance bebween the
Tata-owned arines and
thetr chiefl rival, Among

s ller plavers, Akasa Air
o=l Hs 1,983 4 crore while
Spicedel posted a compar-
atively lower lozs of Rs
.rl-.""l_'l e,

The debt burden acmas
alrlimes also paints a trou-
bling picture. Air [nda
aloe carried Hs 2687946

crore in debt, while [Indi-
Go's obligations stood at an
even higher Hs 67.088.4
crore, Air India Express
had dues of Rs 617.5 crore,
SpteeJet Be Bl crore and
Akasa Aar K= 78.5 crone

Explamning the numbers,
Mohol told Parhbament
that following the repel
of the Arr Corporation Act
em 13k . the aviation sector
was derepgulated and air-
lines now took mdepend-
ent calls on ratsing funds,
pestructiuring loans and
pther financial decigions
based on commercial con-
sideralions

The data highlights how
the Tata Group, despiie sig-
nificant investments and
b ] repositioning
efforts, continues o battle
mouniing losses in aviae
tion while nvals such as
IndiCzo are pulling &bheacd
with recond praflits



