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AAI FLOATS %2842
CRORE AIRSIDE
INFRA TENDER FOR
BIRPUR AIRPORT

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA : The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) on Tuesday issued
a ¥28.42-crore tender for the
construction of a runway, taxi-
way, apron and other airside
infrastructure to enable opera-
tions of Code-2B category air-
craft, having a seating capacity
of up to 20 passengers, at Birpur
airport in Supaul district.

The tender marks another key
milestone in the airport’s revival
under the Centre's Regional Con-
nectivity Scheme (RCS)-UDAN,
aimed at improving air connec-
tivity in underserved regions.
The last date of bid submission is
August 13 and bids will open on
August 20, said Nilesh Ram-
chandra Deore, secretary in civil
aviation department.

Earlier, on March 10, AAl
floated a separate ¥36.38-crore
tender for the construction of
the airport’s landside infrastruc-
ture. The contract has already
been awarded.
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India may allow airport
operators to own airlines

New Delhi, July 22: India
Is considering a policy
change that would allow
airport operators to own
airlines, potentially clear
ing the way for the Adani
Group and GMR Alrports
to launch thelr own carri-
érs as the povernment
seeks to increase competi-
tion in the domestic avia-
tion market, people famil-
far with the matter said,
Current rules bar opera-
tors of airports in Delhi
and Mumbai from owning
more than 10 per cent in
any airline, the people
sald. Shares of IndiGo,
Indin’s largest airline, fiell
a8 much as 3.7 per cent
and were headed for their
biggest decline in two
after the report.
The deliberations are
underway within the min-
istry of civil aviation. Any
relaxation Is expected to
require clearance from
the law ministry and
approval from the Unlon
Cabinet, the people said.

A relaxation of the own-
ership restrictions would
allow the Adani Group,

whose unit operates
Mumbal airport and
seven others, and GMR
Alrports, which manages
New Delhl airport and
four other facllities In
India, to own airlines. The
move aims to broaden
competition in a market
where IndiGo and Air
India control nearly 90 per
cent of domestic capacity.
While the move -::nuid
ease ll'.l.l'.' concentration
held by the two largest
carriers, it could also

raise concerns over air-
port operators potentially
allocating prime slots to
their own airlines.

The ministry of clvil avi-
atlon did not immediately
respond to an emailed

uest for comment.

e global shortage of
aircraft remains a major
constraint for new
entrants. Delivery delays
at Airbus and Boeing have
slowed expansion plans
worldwide, with pandem-
fcera supply chain dis-
ruptions continuing to
limit alrcraft availability.

Any move in this direc-
tion would reflect a broad-
er policy declsion, sald
Kapil Kaul. director and
CEO of CAPA India.

“Any new airline may
not have an impact in the
short to medium term
since Boeing and Alirbus
have a large backlog, plus
continuing supply chain
issues, it will tal-:e time for
new start-ups,” he said.

— Bloomberg
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Thales sees airports, MRO
driving growth in aviation

AKBARMERCHANT
Mumbal, July 22

FREMCH AEROSPACE AMD
defence major Thales sees
significant  opportunities
cmerging  across  airport
infrastructure, aviomics,
inflight entertainment, con-
nected aircraft, air traffic
management and mainte
nance, mepair and overhaul
[MREO) services as Indla's avi-
ation ECORYEiem ;-:n:p.nulm.

“As the aviation ecosystem
continues to expand with a
growing alreraft fleet, passen
ger volu mes and MRD capa
bilities, we see substantial
oppartunities in alrport mod
ernisation, reglonal connec-
tivity, air traffic management
and the adoption of digstal
technologies that enhance
cafety, operational efficiency
and the overall passenger
cXpericnce, Ankur
Kanagiclar, Vice President

IndiGo, sakd carrler requine

AMKUR KAMAGLEXAR, ments are evolving amid a
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FE, The company, .-1I|:|.'r,1.r-I!I ;}lhﬂwrurl!}l,
which supplics modular  avionics,
aviomics, alr next-genaration
port  tech- inflight enter-
nologies tainment and
and digital personalised
solutions digital pas-
to alrlines
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Govt may let airport owners run airlines

Bloomberg

Teedbiack@|ivemint com

India is discussing a policy
change that would allow airport
operators t run airlines, accord-
Ing to people familiar with the
matter, potentially clearing a
path for the Adani Group and
GMR Airports Ltd. to have their
own carriers as the government
seeks to boost domestic competi-
tion.

Current rules bar the opera-
tors of airports in Delhi and
Mumbal from owning more

than 10% stake In any airline,
said the people, who asked notto
be [dentified becanse the discus-
sions are private. Shares of
IndiGo, India’s largest airline,
fell as much as 3.7% and were
headed for their biggest drop in
two weeks after the report.

The deliberations are under-
way within Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation, and any waiver is expected
to require legal clearance from
the law ministry as well as
approval of the federal Cabinet
fed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the people said.

A relaxation of ownership
restrictions would allow the
Adant Group — whose unit oper-
ates the Mumbal airport and
seven others — and GMR Alr-
ports, which manages the New
Delhi airport and four additional
facilities in India, to own carri-
ers. The aim of the policy is to
broaden competition in the mar-
ket at a time when IndiGo and
Ajr India control nearly 90% of
domestic capacity.

The aviation ministry didn't
immediately respond to an
emalled request for comment.
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Centre considering
to lift restrictions
on airport ownership

The current rules cap airline ownership in airports and are inferred

to similarly restrict airport operators from owning airlines

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Centre is consi-
dering removing
restrictions on

cross-ownership between
airport operators and air-
lines, a move that could al-
low airport companies to
own airlines and airline
groups to acquire stakes in
airports, according to peo-
ple familiar with the
matter.

“The Ministry of Civil
Aviation is preparing a con-
cept note for consultations
with NITI Aayog and other
government ministries on
the proposed changes,” a
person aware of the discus-
sions said, adding that
such a proposal would
need the final nod from the
Union Cabinet.

The proposal comes
amid Air India’s interest in
expanding into the airport
business, one person
aware of discussions added
but senior Air India sourc-
es denied it. Air India is
jointly owned by Tata
Sons, which holds a 74.9%
stake, and Singapore Air-
lines, which owns the re-
maining 25.1%.

Some existing airport
concession agreements im-
pose limits on airline ow-
nership. For instance, the
concession agreements for
the Noida International
Airport and Navi Mumbai
International Airport pro-
jects provide that no sche-

Myriad of protocols: The ownership restrictions are even tighter
for Delhi and Mumbai airports, REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO

duled airline, cargo airline
or their associates may
hold more than 26% of the
subscribed and paid-up
equity of the
concessionaire.

The ownership restric-
tions are even tighter for
Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports. Under the original
privatisation framework,
the aggregate equity held
by all Indian scheduled air-
lines was capped at 10%,
while foreign airlines were
not permitted to hold any
equity in the airport oper-
ating companies.

These restrictions also
operate in reverse, effec-
tively preventing airport
operators from owning or
controlling airlines. The
Adani Group, which oper-
ates eight airports and has
businesses spanning ports,
power and renewable
energy, has so far main-
tained that it has no inter-
est in entering the airline
business amid growing dis-
cussions around the domi-
nance of Air India and Indi-
Go, which have a duopoly

between them.

The discussions come at
a time when the Ministry
of Civil Aviation has sub-
mitted a proposal to the
Public Private Partnership
Appraisal Committee
(PPPAC) for the third
round of airport privatisa-
tion of 11 airports, which
too will come before the
Cabinet for its nod.

In 2019, the Tata Group,
through a consortium with
Singapore’s sovereign
wealth fund GIC, had pro-
posed to acquire a 55.2%
stake in GMR Airports, but
the deal did not materialise
due to a conflict of interest
issue involving Tatas’ stake
in Vistara and AirAsia In-
dia.

Since then, Vistara has
been merged into Air In-
dia, while AirAsia India has
been integrated into Air In-
dia Express, both of which
are part of the Tata Group’s
airline portfolio.

Queries were sent to Ta-
ta Group and Air India, but
there was no reply till the
time of publication.
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India weighs policy tweak tolet
airport owners run airlines

HY

— |
India s discussinga policy rlh'ln;.,ﬂhatm:uld.!ll:m airport
operators torun airlines, accortling to people fimilinrwith
ihe maiter, potentially clearing a pat b forihe Adanl Group
ancd G M Adrports L to hanve their owmcarmers as the gov
ernment seels Lo boost domestic competition. Current
rules har these airpon opersmors from owndng more than
10r% stake i any airkine, said the people, who asked not (o
b identifivd as the discussions are privite.  BLOOMBERG
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Naidu invites PM to inaugurate Bhogapuram airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

ANDHRA Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Maidu
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi on Wednes-
day to extend an official in-
vitation for the grand in-

Naidu introduced Vizianagar-
am MP Kalizetti Appalanaidu
to the Prime Minister, who
warmly acknowledged the MP's
practice of commuting to Par-
liament on a bicyvele. Naidu and
Modi also held discussions on
key political and develop-
ment issues concerning

augurationof the Alluri & “s= % both the State and the
Sitarama RajuInterna- 0 == nation.

tional Airport at Bhog- |0 - Continuing his na-
apuram, scheduiled for e tional capital visit,
August 1, 2006, Naidu held separate

Sharing details of the
meeting on X, Naidu stated
that the new airport, named af-
ter revolutionary freedom
fighter Alluri Sitarama Raju,
stands as a tribute to his legacy
while serving as a strategic
growth engine for North Coast-
al Andhra.

During the interaction,

meetings with Union
Ministers CR Patil, Pivush
Goval, and Manohar Lal Ehat-
tar to discuss progress of the
Polavaram project, Jal Jeevan
Mission, and urban infrastruc-
ture initiatives.
Meanwhile at the Secretariat
in Velagapudi, a high-level re-
view mesting was held by State

ministers, senior officials, and
district administrations from
Srikakulam, Vizianagaram, Al-
luri Sitarama Raju and Par-
vathipuram Manyam to coordi-
nate arrangements for the
August 1 event,

Ministers K Atchannaidu, P
MNarayvana, Pavyavula Keshav,
Vangalapudi Anitha, Y Satva
Kumar Yadav, BC Janardhan
Reddy and Gottipati Ravi Ku-
mar, alongside TDP State presi-
dent Palla Srinivasa Rao and
B.JP State president PVN Mad-
hav, discussed logistics, crowd
management, transport, park-
ing, and catering.

The meeting also planned
cultural shows, including Ar
aku tribal Dhimsa dance. Given
that the inauguration falls on
Auiguist 1, the Ministers direct-
ed authorities to advance

i

monthly pension disbursement and
streamline security arrangements,
keeping in mind the upcoming Simh-
achalam Giri Pradakshina on July 28.

In a late-night teleconference on
Tuesday with officials and elected rep-
resentatives, the Chief Minister em-
phasised that the Bhogapuram Inter-
national Airport will serve as a glohal
logistics hub and a game-changer for
the state's economy.
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Govt may let
airport owners
run airlines

r l "he govi has initiated
talks on a policy change
that would allow airport op-
erators to own and run air-
lines, potentially clearing a
path for the Adani Group
and GMR Airports Ltd to
have their own carriers.
The deliberations are on in
aviation ministry Current
rules bar the operators of
airparts in Delhi and Mum-
bai from owning more than
10% stake inany airline.
Theaimof the policy isto
broaden competition at a
time when IndiGo and Air
India control nearly 90% of
domestic capacitv. P15
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Airport owners to be

allowed to run airlines?

Govt Discussing Change In Policy, Move May
Help Operators Adanis, GMR Airports: Report

change that would allow

airport operators to run
airlines, according to people
familiar with the matter, po-
tentially clearing a path for
the Adani Group and GMR
Airports to have their own
carriers as govt seeks to bo-
ost domestic competition.

Current rules bar the
operators of airports in Del-
hiand Mumbai from owning
more than 10% stake in any
airline, said the people, who
asked not to be identified be-
cause discussions are priva-
te. Shares of IndiGo, India’s
largest airline, fell as much
as 3.7% and were headed for
their biggest drop in two we-
eksafter the report.

The deliberations are un-
derway within the ministry
of civil aviation, and any wa-
iveris expected torequire le-
gal clearance from the law
ministry as well as approval
of the Cabinet led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the people said.

A relaxationof ownership
restrictions would allow the
Adani Group — whose unit
operates the Mumbai airport
and seven others — and GMR

I ndia is discussing a policy

CONCERNS OVER DUOPOLY IN THE AIR

» The collapse of Jet Airways,
Go Airlines, along with the
merger of Vistara and AirAsia
india under the Tata Group, has
left IndiGo and Air India in

a dominant position in

» Concerns over the duopoly
intensified during IndiGos
operational crisis in Dec

last year, when the airline
cancelled thousands of

flights mainly due to
the world's fourth-largest pilot shortages
aviation market > Limited number of

» Newer players like airlines also threatens
Akasa Air along with struggling to constrain future aviation
incumbents like Spicelet and growth as India plans to
smaller regional carriers are double the number of airports
operating on the margins to 350 by 2047

Airports, which manages the
New Delhi airport and four
additional facilities in India,
to own carriers. The aim of
the policy is to broaden com-
petition in the market at a ti-
me when IndiGo and Air In-
dia control nearly 930% of do-
mestic capacity

While that could ease the
near-duopoly thetoptwocar-
riers hold over India’s skies,
it also raises the prospect of
fresh imbalances, including
airport operators possibly
allocating prime slots to the-
irowncarriers.

The civil aviation mini-

stry didn't immediately re-
spond to an emailed request
for comment.

While new entrants could
theoretically ease that con-
centration, the global shorta-
geof alrcraft remains amajor
constraint. Delivery delays at
Airbus and Boeing have con-
siderably slowed expansion
plans worldwide, with pande-
mic-era supply chain disrup-
tions continuing to limit avai-
lability. Any move in this di-
rection reflects a broader poli-
cy call, said Kapil Kaul,
director and CEQ at CAPA
India. sLoomeerc
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INDIA REBUKES
DGCA OVER HIRING
CONFLICTS

New Delhi, July 22 India
has reprimanded (ts avia-
tion safety regulator for
failing to guard against
officials using thelr influ-
ence to help family mem-
bers get jobs in the sector
and for delays in disclos-
ing such placements, gov-
ernment documents show

India’s Ministry of Civil
Aviation has repeatedly
challenged its safety body,
the directorate general of
civil aviatlon (DGCA),
since mid-2025 over the
handling of conflicts
involving officials’ rela-
tives In alrlines, Includ-
ing an instance that
involved Air  India,
according to the docu-
ments.

The concerns come at a
critical time for the
DGCA  while battling
staffing shortages after a
vear of heightened scruti-
ny following an Alr India
Dreamliner crash, safety
lapses at the airline and
disruption at the coun-
try's largest carrier,
IndiGo. — Routors
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Domestic air passenger

traffic sees moderate
y-0-y decline in June

_—
Oar Biswis
L=

The domesic air passenger
traffic moderared In June
2032h on & year-on-vear basis
as alrlines conrineed calib-
ruted capacity deploymeent
despice  resibient  mravel
demand. o

According o dara release
by the Direcorame General of
Gl Aviadon  (DOICAY,
schediled domestic airlines
carred around 135 crom
passengers  during  June
mn.mufdmmmd
136 erore passen|
:hz‘m:gndwmpenudz
last year, LETIOng & V-0-¥
decline ..Fﬁ.:-w:n?m per
cent. L

(In a sequent| 5,
sEnger :realh’h: declined g:\‘;
armund 154 crore passem.
Fers in May 2126 o snoemd
135 crore passengers in June
024, reflecting o month-on
moenth decling of aboat 126
percent.

SEASONAL SLOWIHWN
Speaking 0 husinesling, o
oheervers arribeted
the decline to the seasonal
showdmum in mravel as well as
truncated Npﬂlg deploy

ment by airlines during the
o

Besldes, the dms showed
thar er load facrors
remamned BCTOSS MOSt

airlines durng Tune, ndie -
ing healthy sem urilisation
despiee  lower  copacity
deploymen.

Farther, Akasa Alr recor-
ded the bgghest passenger
load factor June 25
ar 1.2 per cent, followed by
Spleefet (870 per oent), the
Air Indis Cirowp (BS5 per
cent) and IndiGio (H5.1 per
cena).

In erms of market share,
InatiCio Further syengrhensd
s domiinamT posirinn among
domestic carmers after car-
rying B30 lakh poscengers,

Iy shaaraars attFibutad
e el £o tha s@ascnal
Sleradban i erand

aocoenring for 663 per cent
of the marker.

Similarly, the Air Indis

Circanp aceoumnted for § com

marker share of 139

per cent after canrying 3222

Inkh pasengers.

MAREET SHARE U'P
Blemmwhile, Alasa Alr in-
cremed irs market share o

cent affer carrying
H mﬁkh

ASSENEErs,
Diher  alrlines such &
Spiceder accounced dor @
market share of 1.9 per cent,
whille Suar Alx, Fiy91, Allisnce
Alrand IndiaOne Air accoun-
ted fior {7 per cent, 0.4 per
rent, (L4 per cont amd gﬁ
than @1 per cem
respeciiveh:

Addiviomaily, the overall
cancellation rate of sched
uled domestic mirdines dur
ing June 2026 seood ar 0ES
per cent, with technical ress
ons  aceounting  for  the
largest share of cancellarions
at 3% per cenr, followed by
operations]l  reasons (363
per cem) end weather-re
Iated disruptions (203 per
cent .

In terms of operational
performance, IndiGo recor-
ded the highest on-time per-
formance {(ITP) Emang ma

Jor domestic girlines o the

commiry's 10 busiest sirpars

durinsg June ar 59,4 oL,
ﬂ:dhlﬁgod oy the n'll:flnd.l.u
l:.rwp.:Hi 9 per cent |, Akssn

Adr (H23 per cent), Allimnee
Adr {747 per cent) and Splee-
Jet| !'-.’.upermﬂl::
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Government plans aviation
reforms to spur new airlines

FLIGHT PLAN. Mew policy to review 0/20 rule, licensing norms, ownership structures

—
Rohit Vaid
Peew Del

Aguinst the backdrop of an
increasingly  concentrated
domestic  aviatbon  market,
the Centre is preparing a
comprehensive  package of
structural reforms aimed at
lowerning barriers to sctting
up mew airlines, intensifying
competition and attracting
fresh knvestments across the
aviation ecosystem.

The Ministry of Civil Asi-
ation is reviewing key regu-
latory provisions governing
the establishment and ex-
pansian of arlines, including
the 020 rule, licensin
norms, pilot availability an
ownership  structures, s
part of a broader overhaul in-
wnded 1o simplify market
entry  while mmincaining
safety and regulatory over-
sight, sources aware of the
deliberations said.

MORE COMPETITIVE
“The objective is to make avi-
ation more competitive by
reduring unnecessary regu-
latory barriers for setting up
new atrlines while maintain

GROWTH PATH. The new aviation policy push saeks to unlock
competition and investment in the sector

ing safery, security and finan-
cial discipline,” sources told
brisinessiime.

The proposed reforms
come at & time when India’s
aviation market has effect-
vely become a two-plaver
comtest following the col-
lapse or consolidation of sev-
eral carriers over the past
decade, Policymakers Te-
lieve a review of the repulat-
ory framework could facilit-
ate the entry of new airlines
and brosden private parti-
cipatbon a5 passenger de-
mand continues o grow,

The Ministry is reviewing
ownership structures across
different segments of the
uviation ecosystem as policy
makers explore ways o en-
courage wider private parti-
cipation and investment,

Ar present, the regulatory
framework creates a clear
separation between airport
and airline ownership. Con-
sequently, airport operators,
including private conces-
stotimires such a8 Adani Air-
ports and GMRE Alrports, are
restricted  from  operating
airlines under existing con-
cession  agreemens, while
airlines face limitations on
participating in airport owm-
ershipand operations.

Sources said the Miniscry
is examining whether some
of these restrictlons could be
eased to facilitate integrated

aviation  businesses  while
maintaining regulatory
aversight,

Among other proposals
under consideration is a re-
view of operational and regu

latory requirements that in-
dustry  stakeholders  have
long argued increase the
cost, time and complexity of
launching scheduled airline
operations, These include
the 020 rule, under which an
airline can commence inter-
national  operations  only
after deploving at least 20
aircraft, or 20 per cent of its
total feet, whichever is
higher, on domestic routes.

PILOT AVAILABILITY
The Ministry {5 also examin-
ing the existing aidine [i-
cenging  framework, min-
imum  fAeet  deployment
requirements, pilot avaitabil-
ity and recruitment norms,
and other operational provi-
slons that influence market
entry.

The review assumes sigrii-
ficance as the government

repares to privatise another
Eal:ghu'l'u:irrmns and secks o
brosden private nvestment
across the sector,

The reforms are expected
to be implemented through
amendments o existing
riles, changes to DGCA reg-
ulations and, where neces-
sary, Central policy,
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CAPITALISING ON TIE-UP WITH EMBRAER FOR PLANE MANUFACTURING

Adani Seeks Clearance to Own Airline

Asks govt to dilute clause that bars airport majors from holding 10%+ in carriers

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Adani Group has spproa-
ched the government, seeking dilution
of aclause that currently prevents ope-
rators of the country's busiest airporis
of Mew Delhi and Mumbai from hol-
ding more than 10% stake in & schedu-

Cross-ownership AcrossWorld = =
UsNoban;non- | EU Noban; UK -
discriminatory L abuse Competition :

airport access of dominance | angd economic

allowed and and mergers regulation

antitrust oversight | regulated instead of

AUSTRALIA Alrfine cwnership capped | OWnership

I at 5% for airport operators

led airline, said government officials
and company executives,

Thiswould allow the energy-to-deten-
ee conglomerate to start an airline and
expand its reach in aviation, where it
hasestablished a strong presence in pi-
lot training, aircralt maintenance and
repair, and ground handling, besides
operating eight airports. Adani cur-

[imits

rently holds & 74% stake in Mumbai
airport, Delhi airport is 74% owned by
ME Alrports.

The ministry is seeking views from
solicitor general Tushar Mehta on the
legality of retrospectively amending
the clause, included in the agreements
when thetwoairports got privatisad in
2006. Any such amendment will requi-
recabinet approval,

Senior officials said  the
Centre may be keen on a well-
funded airline operator to in-
Ject much-needed competition by
@ breaking the duopoly of TndiGo and

AirTndia, which together control aro-

—__uad 8% of the domestic market.

Last December, Ject Adani, son of
proup patrisrch Gautam Adani, denid-
i any interest inthe airline business,

Strong Opposition from Rivais Likely »+12

»=From Page1
Jeet Adani said it doesn it the com-
panys  capital  discipline.  The

change in thinking is strongly lin-
Roedd to the group’s plans to set up an
aircraft manufacturing facility in
partnership with Brazilian firm
Embraer; said peopla.

Adani Group has failed {o garner
interest fromexisiingaidines tobuy
Embraer planes and sees starting o
carcier of its own a5 & way to make
the project viable, the people said,

Strong Opposition from Rivals Likely

Addings manutacturing unitean on-
1y become commercially viable if if
secures a sizeable order for the pla-
nes. “Mo concrete decisions have be-
en laken but there is no doubi that
there is synergy for the group to
startanaidine, ™ swidasenior Adani
executive. “hugpestion to gover-
ment was to have an enahling provi-
sion so that there are no resiric-
tiones." He, however, said thereareno
advanced discussions within the
group o aoquire an airline. Adani
Growpdidn't respond to queries,
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Centre Pulls Up
DGCA over Lapses
in Hiring Process

Reuters

New Delhi: India has repriman-
dedits aviation safety regulator for
failing to guard against officials
using their influence to help fami-
ly members get jobs in the sector
and for delays in disclosing such
placements, government docu-
ments reviewed by Reuters show.
India’s Ministry of Civil Aviation
has repeatedly challenged its safe-
ty body, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), since
mid-2025 over the handling of con-
flicts involving officials’ relatives
in airlines, including an instance
that involved Air
India, according to
the documents.

The concerns co-
meatacritical time
for the DGCA as it
oversees one of the
world’s fastest-growing aviation
markets while battling staffing
shortages after a vear of heighte-
nedscrutinyfollowingan Air India
Dreamliner crash, safety lapses at
theairline and disruption at the co-
untry's largest carrier, IndiGo.

The DGCA is also contending
with a federal police investigation
after one of its officers was accu-
sedof takingabribe and isdue wit-
hin months to undergo a routine
U.S. Federal Aviation Administra-
tionsafetyaudit. A January DGCA
document reviewed by Reuters
summarised the ministry’s con-
cerns over the regulator’s hand-
ling of conflicts of interest.

A
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CROSS-HOLDING CAPSETTOEASE  Airline doors may open for Adani, GMR

Airline doors
may open for
Adani, GMR

MNITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, July 22

THE GOVERNMENT IS con-
sidering one of the biggest
policy changes in the civil
aviation sector since the pri-
vatisation of Delhi and
Mumbai airports,witha pro-
posalto relax the cross-own-
ership restrictions that pre-
vent airport operators from
owning more than a 10%
stakein an airline.

The move is a part of a
wider strategy to encourage
new entrants and reduce the
dominance of IndiGoand Air
India.

Officials familiarwith the
discussions said the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA) is
examining amendments to
the Operation, Management
and Development Agree-
ment (OMDA) governing the
two airports, which caps air-
port operators equity hold-
ings in any airline.

The restriction wasintro-
duced when the airports
were privatised in 2006 to
prevent vertical integration
betweenairports and airlines
and avoid any potential con-
flict in allocation of airport
infrastructure,

If the proposalis approved,

FLIGHT MODE

uIndiGo, = IndiGo

Al Group alone
control accounts
nearly for around
90% 66% of the
of the domestic
domestic passenger
capacity market

H The airline industry has
shrunk over the past decade
following the collapse of let
Airways and Go First

Internationally,
airport-airline cross
ownership is uncommaon

airport operators such as the
Adani Group and GMR Air-
ports could either launch air-
lines, acquire meaningful
stakes in existing carriers or
partner with foreign airlines
looking to establish a larger
presence in the domestic
market.

Continued on Page 9

THE PROPOSAL 15 part of a
broader package of reforma
wnd er discussion, bneluding
simplification of Heensing
procedures by easing the
process for obtaining the
mandatory no objectlon cer
tificate (Nol) from the min
istry and the air operator per
mit from the Directorate
General of Clwll Avlatlon, with
the am of reducing entry bar
nens fornew aidines.

"India needs more abrlines
and more compatition, The
objective & to create an
cnabling environment for
finanecially strong investors to
eniter the seclon, Almport oper-
ators are among the stake
holders who could benefit
the cmss-holding restrictions
are reviaited,” 3 senlor povern
memt official smid adding that
the proposal remains at a pro
lminary stage and would
rejtire begal vetting and Cab-

e

inetapproval

The poficy nethimk oomes a
the government is geiting
Increasingly concernad over
the concentration n the ada
tion market.IndiGo alon e now
accounts for around 66% of
the domestic passenger mar
ket while Alr Indla Group hag
emerged as the secomd doom
nant player following the
mierjper of Vistarm and AleAsia
I i-‘-Tl'l};‘t'i hier t et ol

conirol nearly %090 of domes
i capacity, leaving Akasa Alr,
Spleefet and reglonal carriers
with arelatively small shareof
the market.

Oificials said the mtionale
helibmd the 2006 restriction
has weakened over time
becawse operational decsions
such as slotallocation, mute
approvals and alrport infra-
stnmicture planning are no
longer determined solely by
alrport operators but are sub-
ect to regulatory overcight
mvolving agencies incloding
the DGCA and the Burcan of
Clwil Aviation Security (CAS).
They belleve adeguate instity-
tional safeguards now exist to
prevent preferential treat
ment by alrport operators
inwands their own alel nes,

The grvernmient, however,
sees the lack of financially
st a8 proim oters as a
bigger challen ge to sustal ndng

long-term growth. The airhne
Industry has shrunk over the
prast decade followling the col -
lapse of et Alrways and Go
First and the consobdation of
Vistaraand Alrisia India inton
Adr India, The lmited number
of carmers hasalso heightoned
concerns . over  market
resllience, particularly after
operational disruptions at
IndiGo last year disrupted
trovel acmoss the courntry.
Internationally, airpart
aldine crogs ownesship k&
uncomman.ln the US, public
ownershipof major airports
and federal rules effectivaly
FrEveil Al rport Fevenues Tmam
1eing channelled into aidine
businesses, While such owner
shipstructures are legally pos
sible in parts of Europe, strin
pent competition mgulations
and antitrust scrutiny have
largely dis ouraged lntegrated
alrport-alrline models
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Centre rebukes DGCA over
conflict-of-interest lapses

CURBING INFLUENCE

ABHUITH GAMNAPAVARAM
Mew Dalhi july 22

THE GOWERMMENT HAS repri
manded its aviation safetyreg
ulstor for failing to guard
againgt officials using thek
influence to hdplfamily mem
bers petjobsinthe sectorand for
delays in disdosing such place
ments, govemment documenis
meviewed by Rensers show,

The Ministry of Civil Avia
don (MoCA) has repeatedly
challen ged its safory bady, the
D pec torate General of Civil s -
ation (DGCA), simoe mid-2025
ower the handling of conflicts
invalving officials’ relatives in
airlimes, includig an instance
that invodwed Air India, accord
Ing to the documents.

Theconcems comeat a crit -
jcaltime forthe DGCAasitover
sees oneof theworld's fastest
growing avia tion marketswhile
l.mtlng-.:.ﬁﬁ’i:l.g shortages after
ayear of heightened scrutiny
followingan Air India Dream
liner crash, safety bipses at the

W MoCA has repeatedly
challenged the DECA since
mid-2025 over handling of
conflicts imvolving officials’
relatives in airlines

BThe concemns come at o
time for BGCA as it over-
seas one of the fctest-
growing aviation markets

B As of January 20248,

51 DGCA officials had
disclosed 59 relatives
waorking inthe sector

alrhing and disruption at the
couniry’s largest carner, IndiGo,

The DGCALs ako contending
witha police investigationafier
oneofitsofficerswas acouse] of
taking a bribeand isduewithin
manthsto undergoa routine Us
Fedeml AviatonAd minlstmtion
safetyavdit

A January DGCA dooument
reviewed by Keufers sum
marised the ministry’s con-
cernsover the regulators han
dlmg of confhcts of mterest

“The DGCA has not been

able to effectively prévent or
manage the possible influence
exercsed byits officials inthe
recrultment or placement of
their relatives, family mem
bers, or dependents,” it said
The documents did not indi-
cate whether the minkiry
planned furtheraction
Asoflanuary 31 thisyear, 51
DGCAofficials had disclosad 59
relatives warking in the sector,
up from 33 officials disclosing
41 relatives last year, oneot the
documentsshowed. REUTERS



AIRPORTS AUT HOPFT‘:’ UF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FEEE PRESS JOURMNAL MUMBA L 22 JULY 2026

Domestic air
traffic falls 12%
to 1.35 cr in June

Domestic air waffic fell nearly
12% to L35 arore In June com-
pared to 153 crore passengers
flown by carriers in May,
according to latest official data

In comparison to 136 crore
passengers recorded in June
20425, the decline was marginal
last month. Generally, June,
July, and August are lean
periods for airlines in terms of
traffic. IndiGo’s market share
climbed to 66.3% in June from
G4.9% in May, while that of Air
India Group decreased to
23.0% from 256% during the
same period, data from the
DGCA showed.

Passengers carried by
domestic aidines during
January=June 2028 stood at
804.04 lokh as against 85174
lakh during the corresponding
period of the previous year,
registering an annual growth
of L44% and a monthly growth
of -L03%, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviaton stated
in its report for June.
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Airline crew member

sexually assaulted

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

A 23-year-old cab driver
was arrested for sexually
assaulting an IndiGo airline
cabin crew member while
she was travelling to the
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport in Hyderabad to re-
port for duty.

The accused, identified
as Prashant Kumar, was
employed as a driver with
the airline’s cab service for
staff. According to the pol-

ice, the incident occurred
around 2 p.m. on July 20.
The driver reportedly di-
verted the vehicle to a se-
cluded area near an under-
construction school on the
outskirts of Shamshabad,
where he sexually assault-
ed the woman. Hearing the
woman's screams, workers
at the nearby construction
site rushed to her aid.

Based on her complaint,
the police registered a case
and arrested the accused
on Tuesday.
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Airline cabin crew member raped in
office cabin Hyderabad, driver held

Hyderabad
rape

Nikhila Henry cial custody. understand(s)that itiscurrently The woman was travelling a
& Sukalp Sharma The alleged incident oc- under investigation by the rel- shart distance from Shamsha-
Hyderabad, New Delhi, July22  curred at 240 pm on July 20, evant law enforcement bad to the airport, police said.
when the woman boarded her  agencies”. “We are fully cooper- She lodged a complaint with
THEHYDERABADPolice have  officecabtoreachtheRajivGan-  atingwiththe authorities and re- the RGIA Police Outpost, which
arrested the driver of acabser-  dhiInternational Airport, Sham-  main committed to supporting is right outside the sprawling
vice fortheallegedrapeandas- shabad, and start her shift. In-  them, as required. During this airport premises, on the very
sault of an IndiGo cabincrew  steadoftaking hertotheairport,  difficult time, we stand by our same day. “She approached the
member. theaccused allegediytookherto  colleagueand areextending our police soon after the incident.”
A local court remanded anisolated placeandrapedher.  support to her and her family,” RGIA Police Outpost Inspector
the 23-year-old accused, Erra- IndiGosaidinastatementit  theairline's spokesperson said. BKiran Kumartold The Indian
pogu Prashanth Kumar, injudi-  was "aware of the matter and »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Express. “The suspect also al-
legedly beat her up, so we
have invoked sections for as-
sault too.”

The cab service was being
run by a local company under
the purview of the airline for
which the woman worked.
“We have asked the airline to
check the safety of the oper-
ation of the cab services and
the safety precautions that are
in place for the transport
of women workers,” a police
officersaid.
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India aviation watchdog draws flak
over conflict-of-interest lapses

New Delhd: The ministry of civil aviation has reprimaneded the
reciorateCesserl ol Oivi] At oo (IDGOAD For Bdling (o guand
agrinst oflcials using their inflasence 1o hedp Gmily members get
jubisin thesector and for delays in disclosing such placements,
grwvernment documents reviewed by Renters show, Adceording
tov thee dhocuments, the ministry hos been rising fags on te mat-
toer sinee mid- 20025, REUTERS
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Domestic air traffic falls 12% to
1.35 cr in June on monthly basis

NEW DELHI: Domestic air
traffic fell nearly 12 per cent to
1.35 crore in June cornparr:d to
1.53 crore passengers flown by
the carriers in May, according
to latest official data.

In comparison to the num-
ber of 1.36 crore recorded in
June 2025, the decline has been
marginal last month.

Generally, June, July and
August are lean periods for air-
lines in terms of traffic.

IndiGos market share
climbed to 66.3 per cent in June
from 64.9 per cent in May while
that of Air India Group to 23.9
per cent from 25.6 per cent dur-
ing the same period, the data
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) showed.

The market share of Akasa
Air rose to 6.4 per cent in June
from 5.8 per cent in May.

In the case of Spicefet, the

market share dropped to 1.9
per cent last month from 2.5
per cent in May.

“Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during Jan-
uary - June 2026 were 864.04
lakhs as against 851.74 lakhs
during the corresponding
period of the previous year
thereby registering an annual
growth of 1.44 per cent and
monthly growth of -1.03 per
cent,” DGCA said in its traffic
data report for June.

In the wake of surging fuel
prices due to the West Asia con-
flict, airlines had also tempo-
rarily curtailed their networks.

IndiGo had an On Time
Performance (OTP) of 89.4 per
cent in June, followed by Air
India Group at 85.9 per cent,
Alkasa Air (82.7 per cent), Alli-
ance Air (74.7 per cent) and
SpiceJet (33.5 per cent). OTP s

computed for ten major airports
-- Bangalore, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
Ahmedabad, Cochin, Guwa-
hati and Lucknow.

Last month, the overall
cancellation rate of scheduled
domestic airlines stood at 0.63
per cent.

Domestic airlines shelled
out Rs 61.98 lakh towards com-
pensation and facilities for
43,968 passengers who were
affected by flight cancellations
in June.

A total of Rs 2.85 crore was
spent by airlines towards facil-
ities of 1,10,273 passengers
impacted by flight delays, as
per the data. As many as 1,847
passengers were denied board-
ing in June and airlines shelled
out Rs 64.84 lakh towards com-
pensation and facilities in this
regard. Pl
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Air India extends Tel Aviv flight
suspension to late september

HARINDER MISHRA B Jerusalem Iran, in turn, hitting US bases in allied coun-
tries throughout West Asia. A senior Air India
Amid renewed hostilities and growing secu-  executive heading the airlines’ Israel oper-
rity concerns in West Asia, Air India on ations said that the operations have been
Wednesday said it is extending its suspen- further suspended “till September end due
sion of operations on the Tel Aviv-Delhiroute  to security concerns.”
till end of September. Several other major international carriers
The airline has been continuously extend-  are also adopting a policy of “wait and watch"
= —~ ; as tensions prevail in the region. Besides
- ‘ ~ & Israeli n:rm'rierpst such as El Al, Isrgﬁir, Arkia and
' Air Haifa, only a few other international air-
lines have been operating,
posing great challenges for
those looking to travel
abroad for work, vacation or

family visits. o T ER

Weeks after the Iran-US | [ '
conflict started in February 1 Ao byt
end, the Indian carrier in April AN of . Bl

ing its suspension of operations on the announced to putonholdits | |7 |mema e
route for several months due to the prevail-  operations till the end of May, :
ing security situation in the region. The latest  which was further extended
announcement comes amid renewed secu- till end July and now, extend-
rity concerns over the last 10 days, as the US  ed till end of September.
and Iran escalated military
activity with the American Office of the Superintendi
farces Lameting bridges, 3" Circle, Public Works Depa
water desalination plants = Emal: sepwdpth@rediffma
and electrical facilities in -

Letter No. : 2672/58C(Yata-B)-03/2026
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Flyer opens emergency exit
moments befone take-oﬁ

Times News NETWORK

Surat: A trader’s Goa holiday ended
before it began after he allegedly ope-
ned an emergency exit door on a Su-
rat-Goa IndiGo flight moments hefore
take-off on Tuesday.

The incident cccurred around 3
pmat Surat International Airport,af-  Hitendra Maniya in custody
ter which airport officials and CISF
personnel rushed to the aircraft, de-  handle. In the process, the emergency
boarded passenger Hitend- door opened. He informed a
raManivaandhandedhim —=a/ 5 vmip - cabin crew member, who
over to Dumas police. GOA TRIP alerted the pilot. We are in-

Dumas inspector M V CANCELLED vestigating if there was any
Patel told TO1, “Maniva ad- motive behind theact.”
mitted that he opened the door but cla- Manivawas travelling to Goa with
imed it happened accidentally while  his friends on IndiGo flight 6E-419, to
hewastryingtoreclinehisseatbvhol-  depart at 3.20pm. He was in Seat 19A,
ding what he thought was the seat adjacenttotheemergency exit.




AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE T IMES OF INDITX AHMEDABAD 2% Il 200%6

IndiGo mkt share
at new high as Al
reduces flights

New Delhi: IndiGo's domestic
market share touched a fresh
high of 66.3% last month with
Air India group slashing
flights, following record losses
last fiscal. DGCA domestic air
traffic data issued Tuesday
showed Al Group share falling
to 23.9% — down from 25.6% 1n
May and this Calendar year’s
high of 27% seen in Feb.

While IndiGo has also sus-
pended flightsduetooil prices
skyrocketing and the rupee
plummeting during the West
Asia crisis, that number is
less than Al group’s.

IndiGo’s market share has
risenfrom63.6% thisJantoan
all time high of 66.3% last
maonth.

Akasa is at third spot with
6.4% domestic market share.
The remaining 3.4% market
share is accounted for by
smallerairlines,
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Airline cabin
crew member
raped by office

cab driver

Hyderabad: A 237-vear-old
cabinecrew memberof apriva-
te airline was allegedly raped
by her office cab driver while
travelling to Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, Shams-
habad, to report for duty
Monday. The accused was ar-
rested Tuesday and remanded
in judicial custody, reports
Mahesh Buddi.

The accused, identified as
a 23year-old man from
Shamshabad, confessed to the
crime during interrogation,
an inspector with the airport
police outpost said.

According to the woman's
complaint, as the cab approa-
ched the airport, the driver to-
ok adetourthroughalow-traf-
fic stretch. “Since he told her
that he had to attend nature’s
call, she did not object. He
stopped the car near an under-
construction  international
school and got out. A little
while later, he suddenly ope-
ned the back door and forced
himself upon the woman...”
said a police officer

Theaccused later fled inthe
cab, leaving her behind. With
the help of a construction wor-
ker, she contacted police, who
sent her for amedical examina-
tion and shifted her to Bharosa
Centre for counselling.
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