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Second airport: MBP plans
to meet civil aviation minister
to push for clearance

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

the case for Bengaluru's

second international air-
port, Industries Minister M
B Paril is set to meet Union
Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu in the course
of the week. The Karnataka
government is waiting on the
Airport Authority of India
(AAT) tosubmit the feasibility
reporton the threeshortlisted
locations for the project.

The AAT had conducted an
on-site feasibility study of the
three locations in April and
was scheduled to release the
reportinmid-July. As per well-
placed AAlsources, thereport
was submitted to the Ministry
of Civil Aviation on June 23,
but is yet to be received by the
Government of Karnataka.

“I plan to meet the Union
Civil Aviation Minister this
week to expedite this process.
I'mwaiting for him to give me
a date. The report is holding

In an attempt to speed up

M B PATIL
Industries Minister

| plan to meet the Union Civil Aviation Minister this
week to expedite this process. I'm waiting for him

to give me a date. The report is holding back the project,
and the other necessary steps and approvals that need to
be taken to finalise a location for the project are getting

delayed.

back the project,and the other
necessarystepsand approvals
that need to be taken to final-
ise a location for the project
are getting delayed,” Patil
told DH.

The AAI has inspected
two adjacent land parcels on
Kanakapura Road near Haro-
halli, spanning 4,800 acres
and 5,000 acres respective-
ly, and a 5,200-acre area on
Kunigal Road in Nelamanga-
la. Construction of the new air-
port will require 4,500 acres.

Oncethe Civil Aviation Min-
istry releases the report, Patil
plans to bring a private consul-
tancy firm on board to assess
the viability of all three loca-
tions. “We have some firmsin

mind. A firm that has worked
withnew majorairportsin the
country, like the Noida Airport
or the Navi Mumbai airport,
would be ideal,” he told DH.

The state government
plans to “leave no stone un-
turned before finalising the
location for the airport”, said
the minister. “The location
will be chosen purely based
onmerit. Thereis noroom for
any personal connections or
influence. If we choose based
on public opinion or vested
interests, the airport will be
doomed from the start. Only
the data from the feasibili-
ty and viability reports will
determine the location,” he
added.
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9 show-cause notices to Al in 6 months: Govt

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Nine show-
cause notices were issued to
AlirIndia during the last six
months in connection with
five identified safety viola-
tions,Union junior aviation
minister Murlidhar Mohol
said in reply to a question in
the Rajya Sabha on Monday.
Enforcement action has
beencompleted inrespectof
one violation, he added.
Regarding the Al Dream-

linerthat had crashed in Ah-
medabad on June 12, the
minister said no adverse
trend had been reported in
reliability reports of Air In-
dia for that aircraft in the
last six months.
Meanwhile, govt admit-
ted in Parliament that there
is a shortage in aviation
agencies like the Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), Bureau of Civ-
il Aviation Security (BCAS),
and Airports Authority of

India (AAI), which also pro-
vides air traffic services.
According to a parliamen-
tary reply, the DGCA as of
Monday had 823 vacancies,
BCAS had 230 and AAI had
3,238.

“Some positions have
been created in the last cou-
ple of wyears: 441 posts, in-
cluding 426 technical posts,
have been created between
2022 and 2024, 84 operational
posts were created in res-
tructuring of BCAS in 2024,
and 8B40 posts of air traffic
controllers have been creat-
ed recently,” Mohol said.
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EYES 10.5% BLEND CO0ST

GMR Airports
Plans to Raise

00 croreto
nance Debt

Shilpy Sinha

Muombai: GMHR Abrpons Ine
frastructure (GALY, thielassed
holding company of GME
Group's airport assets, is oo
kingto raise s MO crore bore
fmance high cost debt, acoor:
ding to people familisr with
the matter Denteche Hank
and JP Morman have heen
mandxied as lead armngers
fiar the tramsactinm.
Theonmpany istappinga mic
off bnks, MEFCs, and muanl
Furds ot & hlended cost of am-
and W5%, poentally lowe-
ring s average bormowmp ost
by neary 3 bosis poands. Tatn
Capnind ts expected iocontribn
e PLO00 crore, while JP Mor
gan. Desische Bank, and Bar
clayare1Soeky tobring me oo

crore, K500
=, d e and G
w vely  Bfufual
- funds may pro

vide the
Tata Capital memnming

TLOO0Cr; A :

2 SipokespeT.
Morgan. 08, op o of DB and
and Barckrys Marclays decti

lll‘.nrdml:nm

ment  while
thermnalning GG, Tata Ca

pitnl and JP
MMorgan did notrespond tore
guests for comment.

The fundradise follows a ocor
pamte restrocturing that mo
veul o portion of GAl's deb to
the npersting compmmy kel
leniting bo cheaper souroes of
capiinl. GAL recently refinan.
s LS00 crore of DHAL dedhi,
cutting the interest mie from
2% 6%,

GAL co-promoted by Grou
pe ADP owns nnd operaies
major Indian a mclu
diirng Dielbri qhhm Hipres
rabad (GHLIAL), which saw
passenger iraffic rise 7H%
amd 15 5% year-on-year inthe
first iem months of FYE5
accordingio Care Ratimgs.
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Adani's airport
plans ¥ lakhcr

investment
Adani Group plans a sig-
nificant expansion in its
airport business. The
group will invest nearly Rs
1 lakh crore over the next
five years. This investment
will focus on infrastructure
and real estate develop-
ment. Navi Mumbai
Airport will soon be added
to their portfolio. The
group will also develop
new terminals at various
airports across |ndia.
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‘Ghost airport’: Lobo grills
own govt over Dabolim

THE GOAN | NETWORK

MAPUSA

In an unusual move, BJF MLA
and former minister Michael
Lobo put his own government
under scrutiny on Monday by
raising pointed questions in
the Goa Legislative Assembly
over the future and function-
ing of the Dabolim airport in
light of the operational Mopa
International Airport.

Lobo  expressed serious
concern over the lack of new
international airline arrivals
at Dabolim since the commis-
sioning of the Mopa airport.
He questioned whether the
government had conducted

any feasibility studies to en-
stre both airports could func-
tion simultaneously without
cannibalising each other's
potential.

“I'm speaking in the inter-
est of Goa,” Lobo said, draw-
ing support from the Opposi-
tion benches, who thumped
their desks in approval each
time he raised concerns.
“Both the former and current
chief ministers had assured us
that aircraft operations would
not be diverted from Dabolim.
But since Mopa began oper-
atons, no new infternational
airlines have started flying to
Dabolim.”

He further questioned

whether any airlines have al-
ready been shifted from Da-
bolim to Mopa and pressed
the government on the lack
of a formal study to assess the
economic impact of reduced
footfall at Dabolim on small
businesses like tea stalls,
guesthouses and taxi services
that depend on airport traffic.

Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant, responding to Lo-
ba's concerns, reaffirmed the
government’s  commitment
to keeping both airports op-
erational. “We have no plans
to shut Dabolim airport. We
want both Dabolim and Mopa
airports to function, ” Sawant
said.
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Al plane damaged after veering
off runway at Mumbai airport

One of the Air India aircraft’s
engines was damaged in the
incident.

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India flight
from Kochi veered off the main
runway while landing in heavy
rain at Mumbai's Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport on Monday morning,
damaging the aircraft, people
aware of the matter said.

No passengers and crew
were injured in the incident.
Officials aware of the matter
said that the aircraft has been
grounded for checks. PS5

Al flight take-off
aborted in Delhi

NEW DELHI: An Air India
flight scheduled for Kolk-
ata had to abort take-off
after a technical snag at
IGI airport in Delhi on
Monday, officials said.
The flight, which was on
the runway, had to return
for taxiing, with both pas-
sengers and the crew
safely disembarking.
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Air India jet veers off runway amid

rainfall at Mum airport; grounded

Neha LM Tripathi

took place, are investigating the
cause of the incident,” he added.

S A third official said that the run-
MUMBAI: An Air India flight from way, due to torrential rains in
Kochiveered off the main minway Mumbai, was later reported to be

while landing in heavy rain at
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) on Monday morning.

contaminated. To be sure, a run-

way is said to be contaminated

when water is seen or reported.
“This is reported to the air traf-

While no passengers or crew were fic control (ATC) by the airport
injured, the incident led to ground- ground staff which then reports
ing of the aircraft. about it to the pilots. However, in

A statement from CSMIA read,  |* this case, runway contamination
“Anincoming aircraft from Kochi was reported only after the aircraft

experienced a runway excursion
at.Mumbai at 09.27 hours on 21
July 2025... All passengers and
crew are safe.”

The airport also stated, “ There

veered off,” he said. “When landing
in heavy rain, visibility is reduced,
which makes manual landings
challenging. Poor weather condi-
tions can affect the flare and

are minor damages reported to the s | touchdown, and the aircraft might
airport’s primary runway - 09/27.  The damaged engine cowling and wing of the A320 aircraft that land with a slight drift (a situation
In order to ensure continuity of  skidded off the runway in Mumbai on Monday. when an aircraft moves slightly
operations, the Secondary Run- sideways instead of straight while
way 14/32 - has been activated.. an aircraft’s engine that reduces “Aircraft had veered 16 to I7m  landing, usually due to crosswinds

The incident took placeontun-  dragand shields the engine com-  off the runway after landing near ~ or wet runway conditions). There
way 27 causing disruption in flight  ponents) was found near therun-  touchdown zone and then came  isalsoa risk of aguaplaning, where
operations, airport officials said. ~ way,” he added. back safely and taxied normallyto  the aircraft rides on a thin layer of

According to officials, three The Air India spokesperson  the parking stand,” anairportoffi-  water, reducing wheel traction.
tyres of the aircraft burst, and the  said that theaircraft was grounded  cial requesting anonymity said.  The aguaplaning speed is a func-
engine was also damaged during  post the incident. “Flight AI2744,  “The A320 aircraft veered off to  tion of tyre pressure of the wheels.
the incident. operating from Kochi to Mumbai  the right of the runway 27, on NI~ After touchdown, deceleration

“The engine sucked upalotof  on 2l July 2025 experienced heavy  taxiway,” he added. devices such as thrust reversers,
mud and grass after getting into  rain during landing, resultingin a A second official in the knowof  spoilers, and wheel brakes are
themud,” one of the officials said.  runway excursion after touch-  themattersaid, “The pilotincom-  used to slow the aircraft. However,
“Runway 27 was unavailable for ~ down. The aircraft taxied safelyto  mand who was also the pilot fly-  if the wheels lock up or aguaplan-
two and a half hours as runway  the gate and all passengers and  ing, is a veteran from Indian Air-  ing occurs, the aircraft continues
signages and edge lights were crewmembershave sincedisem-  lines and hasbeenan A320 exam-  toslide on the water film, reducing
damaged due totheincident,"the  barked. The aircraft has been  iner. Heis nearing hisretirement”  braking effectiveness,” said Capt
official said. “ Alotof enginecowl-  grounded for checks..." theairline ~ “The DGCA officials whoreached =~ Sharath Panicker, a former
ing ( protective outer covering of  spokesperson said. the spot minutes after the incident ~ Dreamliner pilot.
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PWD PLANS TO BUILD FLYOVERS OR UNDERPASSES

New Delhi railway station, IGI Airport & ITO:
Three key areas in city set for traffic overhaul

GAYATHRI MANI
NEWDELHI JULY 22

THREE MAJOR artedal infersec-
tions leading vo India Gandhi
International {BGI) Airport, New
Dehi Radway Station [ NDLS Land
[T aften face severe traffic con-
gestion due i multiple signalsand
Shemw-rmovirg veltbcles.

To address this, the Public
Winrks De partme it (WD is plan-
ning toconstnc elevaied stretdhes
or underpasses at these locations
[oimproveConnecivity and make
the routes: s nal - foee Offic lssaid
the PWDrecently inspecied thise
locations o study tralfic patems.
hatilenecks, oypees of ve hicles that
ply on the stretches, surounding
infrastrocture, and trsvel tmes o
assess pround realities. Heme's
what it fourd:

DESHBANDHU GLIPTA RDAD
Dt its prosimaty 1o NDLS,
the road stretch from Pahargan
to Ajmeed Gate remains heawily
congested throughout the day.
According to officials, the 7-
kem-long road has amund 7 traf-
fic signals, contributing to per-
sispent bottlenecks, “Congestion
15 caused by amix of show-mov
Iing, vehicles and cross mowve-
ments, during both peak and
ni-preak howirs,” anofficial said

"There's atralflic signal every
kilometre, which disrupts the
flow, Crossing a short distance
that should take 5- 10 minutes
often takes over 30 minwtes. To
resalve this, thedepatment will
study the stretch to determine
the Feasibility of a flyover or ur-
dlempass,” theoficial added, not-
ing that segregated pedestrian
paths and loot overbridges are
also being, planned.

NEG JUNCTION
This 2-km-long and six-kane
signallised junction provides
commectiviny (o the Dedhi Alrport,
Drwiarka and Gurgaon It isalso
requenthyused by top politicians
e to its promimity to theainport
“After a joint irspection by the
PWIYs projectdivisonalong with
the Traffic Police and Dedhi Aarport
autharities, the department is
planning o constrct a grad e sep-
araior at the junction by sxtend-
ing the current infestructure with
loopsand rampe,” suid anofficial
“all three authorities unani-
mowisly agreed that a Y-shaped
Myower is reguired atthisiniersec-
tion o edse traffic coming from 1G]
Avrport's Terminal 3, Onearm will
connedct the NSG Office 1o Melr
ram Magar East, and theother 10-
wiands Dwarka,” theallicial added.
OMcials said that with the
construction of grade separatons

J ARTERIAL INTERSECTIONS, THREE PROPOSALS

TTEN intersection
Dhes|
La HRoad
BSZ Marg
pEHl Lg®— v
NSGJunctiong® @ Marg
Gl ‘
Airporr —@
' Ndw Dethl, . NGIDA
GURGAGN Railway
Dhaula
Kuuan
FARIDABA D
DESHBANDHU CUPTA ITO INTERSECTION
ROAD ( LENGTH: 4 lani
TOAMERIGATE
A ) PROPOSAL: Underpass or

LENGTH: 7km fiyoverto decongest [TO
PROPOSAL: Underpassor Myover, Vikas Marg DDU
Myoverto decongest Central Marg, Bahadur Shah
Dielhi, smioath con nectivity Fafar Marg iwands
o Mewy Delhi Rai by Station | Delhi Gate

| NSG JUNCTION

| LEMGTH: 2k
| PROPOSAL: Construction
| of grade separator at NSG

Junction and wideni ng of

| MorthAccess Road o
| improve connectivity
| ol Gl Arpart

andwidening of moads, it will im-
prove access to the airpart and
eqse trafic load an Dhadla Kuan
and Gurgaoncomdors

MO INTERSECTION

ITO i a hib of key govern-
ment officessuch asthe Income
Tax Office. PWD Headquaners,
and several publication houses.
It connects the Chiel Miniser's
Office to theSupreme Court.

The intersection isalsoama-
jor convergence point for rmoads
like the [TO Fyover, Vikas Marg,
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, DOU
Marg, and Tilak Marg — resuliing
in frequent jams “Both foot and
vehicle movement arehigh The
mix of sivw-maondngvehicles and
cross-traffic leads to frequent
congestion,” an official sakd,

Toease the siluation. FWD
plans tostudyad-km stretch cov-
ering the ITO FAyoser, Vikas Marg,
Deen Duyad Upadiayay Marg, and
the W-point on Babadur Shah
Zafar MargeiowardDehiCate “An
underpass or Myover will help
eliminate the five siznals on
these routes, and loops and
ramps will be added for U-
turns” the official said

The PWD has floated a ten
der to appoint a consultant o
carry ot a leasibility stuedy and
prepare . detailed projec eport
for all thres strefches
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More airports in North India
will have real-time fog data

New Delhi: The government has stated that it plans to
extend the Winter Fog Experiment (WiFEX), which
offers localized, runway -specific fog predictions, to
maore airports in North India based oniis success al the
i Indira Gandhi International

Airport in New Delhi. The

network isto be extended to

to Jewar Airpord, Noida, and

Hizar, Harvana, covering key

aviation corridors across

» ==_ = North Indiaunder WiFEX-11.
VILAY €. ROY
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YEIDA orders demolition of illegal projs
in Noid Int’l Airport’s development zone

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: The
Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Author-
ity (YEIDA} has launched an
investigation into unauthor-
tsed housing development
projects within its designated
area, specifically near the forth-
coming Noida International
Airport, said officials.
According to YEIDA
Chief Executive Officer
(CEQ) Rakesh Kumar Singh

the unauthorised projects are
betng developed on land des-
ignated for planned urban
and industrial development,
polentially disrupting the
area’s development plans.

“We have directed inspec-
Hons in our notified area for
effective action against unau-
thorised construction. If our
teams find any unauthorised
construciion, IJ.'II:‘If' are told to
demolish it immediately and
free the encroachment,” Singh
sald. The investigation comes

after discovering unlawful col-
onies being constructed by
unauthorised occupants in
the Tappal area, where inves-
tors from neighbouring cities
are being enticed 1o purchase
unapproved plots.

The CEQ has assigned
Shailendra  Singh, officer
on special duty in the land
department, to conduct
site inspections. “We have
directed the land depart-
ment staff to also act against
those who are behind such

construction,” he added.

The authority also plans w
issue public notices warning
against unauthorised projects.

Emj-"li‘hrt have also ﬁl:icted
the land department to issue
appeals advising people 1o
not get lured by unauthorised
housing projects promising
unrealistic returns in a short

lime,. Singh said.
"F'u.-{:ll:rh: should  stay
away from investing in

such schemes not approved
|:V)-' auihur'rl}'".
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Adani Group to invest 96K crore
in airports over next five years

Yeet Adani, who heads airport division, ruled out over-
seas expansion, citing growth opportunities in India

NEW DELHI: The Adani
Group plans to invest Rs 96,000
crore in its airport business
over the next five years, focus-
inihemril)' on infrastructure
enhancement and real estate
development.

A significant portion of this
investment will be allocated to
the Mavi Mumbai and Mumbai
airport projects, reflecting the
conglomerate’s growing push
to expand its footprint in India’s
aviation sector.

Jeet Adani, who heads the
airport division, ruled out over-
seas expansion for now, citing
stmng growth opportunities
in India. “We see significant
domestic potential and remain
focused on an India-first strat-
egy.” he said.

Adani  Airports, which
operates seven airports includ-
ing Mumbais Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport, aims to operationalise
the Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA) by October
2025. The airport is expected
to handle 20 million passen-
gers annually in its first phase,
backed by an initial investment
of Rs 19,000 crore.

Future plans for NMIA
include a second terminal, with
two options under consider-
ation: a 3-CPA terminal cost-
ing Rs 30,000 crore or a larger
5-CPA terminal with an invest-
ment of Rs 40,000-Rs 45,000
crore.

The long-term vision is to

» Adani Airports aims to operationalise t’ne Mavi M.mbul
International Airport ([NMIA) by October 2025

» The airport is expected to handle 20 million
passengers annually in its first phase, backed by an
initial investment of Rs 19,000 crore

» The long-term vision is to scale NMIA to
accommodate 90 million passengers annually,
with a total investment of Rs 1 lakh crore

scale NMIA to accommodate
90 million passengers annuall
witha tﬂla?auiveﬁnem of Rs};
lakh crore.

A new Terminal 1 at Mum-
bai airport is also in the pipeline
and expected by 2032 atan esti-
mated cost of Rs 5,000 crore.
Additionally, new terminals are
planned for Ahmedabad, Jai-
pur, and Thiruvananthapuram,
with expansion underway at
Lucknow. A new terminal in

Guwahati is scheduled for
completion by late 2025,

The investment will be
funded through a mix of inter-
nal equity and debt refinancing.

Jeet Adani also highlighted
ongoing collaboration with
leading carriers like IndiGo
and Air India to align infra-
structure with airline growth,
in line with the government’s
PPP model for airport devel-
opment. HBENCIES
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Parliamentary panel backs RRTS
link between IGI and Jewar airport

MIOMEER NEWS SEAVICE
W Mew Dalh

ra.rlia:mcnlu:'_r panel
has recommended that

the Uninn Howsitg and
Urban Affairs Ministry con-
nect the I[ndira Gandhi
Intérnational Airport and the
inder-construction Jewar air-
port through the Hegional
Rapid Transit System (RRTS)
corridars.

The Standing Commitiee
on Housing and Urban Affairs,
chaired by Magunta
Sreendvasulu Reddy, appreciat-
ed the elfforis of the Nalional
Capital Region Tranmsport
Carporation (NCRTC) for
ensuring multimodal integra-
tion of RETS with other irans-
port modes such as metro
rail, railways, inter-state bus
terminals { [SETx), bus Jq:!uls
and expresswaye

In it report, the committes
emphasised thal Jewar Airport
is expecied 1o become a key

The committes
recommended that
both airports to be
connected with the
RRTS network to boost
regional connectivity

transport huh for residents of
Gzhaziabad, Gaontam Budh
Magar, and nearby areas in the
future. The t[ru'MJl. of dense
residential areas, employment
|:lpp|.1|:|1.r.ni.|ic:. enferiainmenl
rones, pilucational matitutions,
and healthcare facilities along
the Ghaziabad- Nodda-Greater
Moida corridor makes it even
miare crucial (o connect these
areas through a fast, sale,
refiable, and efficient transport
system like RRTS

“The inlegration of RETS
will not only rove
conneclivity but \1.|.|r also
enhance the ridership and
financial viahilsty af the Delhi-
Meerul Coarridor. It will

provide much-needed con
nectivity b Jewar Airport, a
vital node in the regioo’s
transportation network,” the
commillee said.

The panel also noted that
two mapor transpart nodes in
Dielhi- NCH — [ndira Gandhi
International Airpori and
lewar Alrport — are vet 1o be
integrated with the RRTS
network

Regarding the 1GLA-RETS
integration, the committes
acknowledged that eardier it
had been infrmed the linkage
would be implemented via
the Delhi-SNB corridor.
“However, the DPR {Detailed
Project Report) for this corri
dor is currently be ing revisil
ed by MCRTE it said

The committes, therefore,
recommended that bath
airporis be connected io
the HRTS netwark o boost
regional conneclivily
and streamline passenger
mmovemenl.
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Amid rains, Al flight
overshoots city runway

Mumbai: An Air India
aircraft overshot the Mum-
baiairport runway after tou-
ching down amid heavy ra-
ins Monday The eventful
landing saw the A320 air-
craft suffer three tyre bursts,
veer off the main runway in-
to the unpaved portion, then
ontoataxiway before it came
to a halt. No passengers or
crew were hurt.

The incident occurred af-
ter Al 2744 from Kochi touch-
ed down on primary runway
27 at 9.27am. It veered about
16m off the runway, took out
a few lights along the run-
way edge and taxiway and
damaged a nearby signage
before coming to a halt, said
a source, adding the pilots
then taxied the plane to par-
king bay. The aircraft sustai-
ned serious damage; the eng-

The damagod engine cowling
of Al flight from Kochi to city

inecowling wasleft partially
deformed, and the tail sec-
tion had foreign object da-
mage. While a couple of
flights close behind in the se-
quence to land continued
with their landing, the main
runway was shut down mi-
nutes after the accident. i

» 8 flights diverted, P 6
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Al plane’s runway excursion: 8
flights diverted, 3 abort landing

Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: After the AT flight
accident led to the closure of
the primary runway, flight
movements were moved to the
shorter secondary runway of
the Mumbaiairport. A total of
eight incoming flights were
diverted to other airports,
while threeflights were forced
to abort the landing and clim-
bed for a second attempt at to-
uchdown, said a source.

The primary runway was
repaired and reopened to
flight movements at 12.08pm.
A team from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation rea-
ched the airport to investigate
the accident.

Air India, in a statement,
said: “Flight Al2744, opera-
ting from Kochi to Mumbai,
experienced heavy rain du-
ring landing, resulting in a
runway excursion after to-
uchdown. The aircraft taxied
safely to the gate, and all pas-
sengers and crew members
have since disembarked. The
aircraft has been grounded
for checks.”

A Mumbai airport spoke-
sperson said that the airport’s
emergency response teams
were immediately activated
to manage the runway excur-
sion. “All passengers and
crew are safe. There were mi-
nor damages reported to
the airport’s primary runway

Pics; Sanjay Hadkar & Apencies

e

Air India Kochi-Mumbai flight upon landing at Mumbai airport; (above)

the aircraft waits for repair of tyres in heavy rains

— 09/27. In order to ensure
continuity of operations, the
secondary runway 14/32 was
activated.”

Inthe past, there have been
quite a few incidents of run-
way excursions at Mumbai

airport during the monsoon.
In Sep 2023, a VSR Ventures
Learjet 45 aireraft flving in
from Visakhapatnam experi-
enced a runway excursion on
landing at Mumbai during he-
avy rainsand poor visibility
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Two scares in two days Pilots fully trained, say experts

SABA ANJUM SHAIK | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 21

The Air India aircraft that
skidded off the runway in
Mumbai during heavy
rain could have faced a
much worse situation,
said aviation experts on
Monday, as they tried to
explain the two major air-
craft-related incidents that
occurred over two days,
the other being the engine
fire on a Delta Airlines
lﬁjgelng 767 aircraft in the

“When aircraft land in
rain, especially on wet
runways the friction
between the tyres and the
tarmac reduces. In some
cases the plane may aqua-
plane, which means the
tyres lose grip because of
a thin layer of water
between the rubber and
the runway, this reduces
braking efficiency and
increases the stopping dis-
tance required especially
if the aircraft is carrying

heavy payload,” explained
Capt. Sail Krishna Kumar,
a deputy chief flyving
instructorn.

“This could have ended
worse because the aircraft
was at its weakest point,
just after touchdown,
hurtling down a wet run-
way with limited trac-
tion.”

He said that in such con-
ditions, pilots are trained
to touch down at the first
possible point on the run-
way to maximise stopping
space. “If this isn't possi-
ble, the safer option is to
perform a go-around, mak-
ing another attempt or
diverting to another air-
port,” added Sai Krishna.

Aviation experts also
explained that the wind
direction plays a key role,
“What starts as a head-
wind (blowing against the
aircraft’s front) can sud-
denly shift to a tailwind
(towards the aircraft’s tail)
due to turbulent weather,
as often happens during

T il
Clumps of grass (left) on the wing of an Air

monsoon. This can reduce
lift and stability during
landing,” said an expert.
A retired senior ATC offi-
cial said that Mumbai,
with its long-standing
record of heavy monsoon
rain was especially prone
to such challenges. “Pilots
are trained during their
early phase to handle poor
visibility, crosswinds, bad
weather and even single-
engine landings,” he said.
A flight instructor who
wished to remain anony-

India aircraft that veered off the runway in
Mumbai and damage to the engine cowling.

mous said that pilots get
details about the weather
and runway conditions
through Metar (Meteo
rological Terminal Avia-
tion Routine Weather
Report) before landing. “In
case the pilots aren't confi-
dent, they can circle in the
air or divert to another air-
port. A firmer landing, not
a soft one, can also help by
cutting through water on
the runway and improving
grip. That might have
helped prevent what hap-

Fire breaks out in the engine of a
Delta Airlines Boeing 767 bound for

. . Atlanta in the US.

ed,” he said.

“With the growing num-
ber of flights and weather
unpredictability, such inci-
dents are rare but may
increase unless carefully
managed, but it's always
better to delay or divert
than to risk an unsafe
landing,” he added

Meanwhile, pointing to
the incident in the US
where an engine of the
Delta Airlines Boeing 767
caught fire mid-air, avia-
tion experts said such inci-

— THE WEB

dents are serious emergen-
cies. “Most engine fires
are caused by bird strikes
or engine flame-outs dur-
ing take-off when fuel is
flowing but not enough air
is available for combus-
tion, Sometimes it can also
happen due to a break in
the engine or a foreign

object entering it,” said
Suman Saurabh, a flight
instructor.

“Modern aircraft have
multiple fire detection sys-
tems in the engine, cock-

pit, cargo hold, lavatories
and cabin. These use heat,
smoke or flame sensors to
alert the crew Depending
on where the fire is detect-
ed, pilots take action
accordingly like shutting
down the engine, activat-
ing fire extinguishers or
declaring an emergency, In
all these cases aircraft sys-
tems detect the problem
immediately,” he added.

“Although mid-air fires
are rare, they are danger-
ous not just because of the
flames but because of the
systems they can affect.
Pilots have to make deci-
sions in seconds. Unlike
mechanical issues that
develop gradually, a fire
can spread quickly, put-
ting evervone onboard at
risk. Electrical short cir-
cuits, fuel leaks and over-
heating parts like
wires or electrical compo-
nents can also lead to a
fire,” said Captain Arun
Chauhan, a commercial
pilot.
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3FLIGHTS SUFFERMINOR SCARES

An Air India aircraft that veered off the runway while landing in hea*\ﬂ,.ir rain at Mumbai
airport on Monday, a day that witnessed two other aviation incidents. At Indore, an IndiGo
flight from Goa with 140 passengers on board made an emergency landing following a
technical alertrelated to its landing gear while a Kolkata-bound Air India plane aborted
takeoff at the Delhi airport due to a technical snag on Monday evening. pTi
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Al Aircraft’s Aux
Power Unit Catches
Fire After Landing

New Delhi: An Air India A331
plane's auxiliary power unit

caught fire after landing at the
Delhi airport on Tuesday after-
neon, and all passengers and
crew members are safe.

"Flight Al 315, operating from
Hong Kong to Delhi on 22 July
25, experienced an auxiliary
power unit { AP fire shortly af-
ter it had landed and parked at

the gate. The incident

F occurred while pas-

sengers had begun

disembarking, and
the APUwas automatically shut
down as per system design.” an
airling spokesperson said in a
statement.

The spokesperson said there
was somedamageto the sircraft,
while passengers and crew
members disembarked normal-
Iy and are safe. “The aircraft has
been grounded for further inves-
tigations and the regulator has
been duly notified.” the spokes-
person added. — PTI

Mumbai: Private carrier Air In-
dia on Tuesday said it has com-
pieted “precautionary” inspec-
tionof thelocking mechanismaol
the el control switch (FCS) on
it= Boeing 78T and 737 aircraft
feet and no issues were foumd.

Aviation safety regulator
DOCALastweakdirected aifdines
to inspect the finel switch locking
system in their Boeing 787 and
T37 planes by July 21 after the Air-
craft Accident Investigation Bu-
reau (AAIH) said in its prelimi-
nary report that fuel switches
were cut off before the Air India
plene crash lastmonth.

Afr India flight AT171, opersted
with Boeing 7874, en route io
London Gatwick, crashed soon
after tokeoff from Ahmedabad
on June B2, killing 241 of the 242
passengers cnboard and another
18 on the ground.

"In the inspections, no issues
were found with the said locking

No Issues with Fuel Lock
System on Boeing Jets: Al

mechanism.” the Tata Group air-
line said in a statement. Fuel con-
trol switches regulate the flow of
fuel into theaireraft engines.

Inits preliminary report on the
Boeing T87-8crash, AATH spid the
fuel supply toboth engines of the
piane was cut off within a gapof
one second, causing confusion in
the cockpit soon after takeoff.

Boeing 787s are part

@ o Air indiss fest

Ly while B7i7s are oper-
ated by its low-cost
subsidiary Air India Express.

Besides these, other domestic
carriers — IndiGo, Spicejet and
Akasg — plso have these types of
aircraft in their operations.

With this, the two airlines - Al
and AIX — have complied with
the directives of the DIGCA is-
sued onJuly 14, Air India said in
the statement:

Afr Indin said it started volun-
tary inspections on 12 July and
completed them within the pre-
scribed time limit set by the
DGCA

Al Seeks $200 M
Loan for Boeing 777
Aircraft Purchase

Air Indin is seeking & hank Inan of
about $240 million to purchase & fle-
etof Boeing 777 planes from a US-ba-
sed aircraft leasing company, accor-
dingto people familiar with the mat-
ter
AlFleet Servives [FSC Lid a GIFT
City-registered subsidiary of Air
Iz, is the borrower of
the loan, the pesple swa-
- ? re of the matter said
The group, which opera-
tes twnairiine brands — the full-ser-
vice carrier Air India and the Tow-
cost alternative Air India Express
and leases aircraft via
Lhrsem.rl;yTh.em]Jisfm'ﬂ!Eﬁuﬁ-rm
sing. which started eardiler this ye-
ar had slowed after the crash Ah-
midabaid last month, the peuph B3
id, but discussions hive since revi-
ved and the deal’s details could still
chanps. The purchase of aircraft ta-
kes place as Air India struggles to
expand its fleet due to supply chain
constraints impacting  deliveries
and its ability to get planes from the
openmarket. —Bloomberg

Fleet Ramp-up to Deliver Financial Turnaround: Akasa Air CFO

New Delhi: Akasa Airexpects the
addition of new planes from Boe-
ing to enable the kss-meking airli-
ne tap booyant air travel demand,
helping accelerate its goal towards
becoming operationally profitable.

Chief financial officer Ankur Go-
el zaid r shortage in supply coapled
with high demand will benefit airii-
nes He said aircraft deliveries from
Boeing are increasing at a steady

pace. “Indian airline's fleet addition

iscmrmently prowing ata pace of 6%

on-year while demand is

growing by around 15%

on-year, leaving behind a

demand-supply mis

maich.” Goel told reporters on Tuo-
esdmy

He said Akssa's availahle seat kilo-

meires—a measure of passenger-

carrying capacity—is expected to

rise by more than 30% this fiscal ye-
ar,adding toa50% increase the year
before. Akasa, which counts the fa-
mily of kate investor Rakesh Jhunj-
hunwala as the principal investor,
improved unit level cost and reve-
e, bt saw its kosses swell to more
than 7. S00crore in FY25 from #1670
crore n the year before. IndiGo, In-
dia's largest gifdine, posted & ¥7,258
crore net profit last fiscal year

In FY25, Akasa's cost per available
seat kilometre (CASK)}—a key met-
ric tomeasure the cost of Aying one
geat for one kilometre—fell by T%
while unit revenue as measured by
revenue per svailable seat kilomet-
e increased by 13%.

“As the mirfine grows in size, its
Egrowth in unit margin will outpace
the cost growth, making it profitab-
le,” sgid Goel. —Our Burean
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Al seeks $200 mn loan to
buy fleet of Boeing 777

MIHIR MISHRA &
SAIKAT DAS
July 22

AIR INDIA 15 secking a bank
loan of about § 200 million to
purchase a flest of Boeing 777
planes froma US-basedalreraft
leasing company, sources said

Al Fleet Services IFSC.a GIFT
City-registered subsdiaryofdir
India, is the borrower of the
loan, the sources wald, The
gronp, which operates two alr-
line brands — the full -service
crrier Air India and the low
cost  altermative Air India
Express — purchases and leases
aircraitvia thisentity,

Thee tai e fiorthe Tund-rals-
ing, which started carlicr this
vear, had siowed after the crash

_ EXPANSION MODE waiks for the fund-raising

Lrhsec ls i e
borrower o gairindia

otAr India's Boerng 78 7 Drmam
liner in Ahmedabad last month,
the soureessald butdiscussions
have since revived and thedeal’s
detalls could afl I'Ih’lltﬂ.‘.

The purchase of aivcraft
takes place asAirindia struggles

started eardier this year

 But dowed after the
Ahmedabad crash

mAirIndia struggling to
expand its fleet due 1o
supply chain constraints

Al IMNDIA -

to expand its flect due to supply
chain constraints impacting
deliveriesand its ability to get
planes from the open market,
.ﬂ.11~]|lr>.ﬂ|l..1!|'|.'rﬁ:n AbrIndia
declined tocomment
BLOOMBERG

Hong Kong-Delhi flight catches fire

AN AIR INDI& A32] planc's
auxiliary power unit caught
fire after landing at the Delhl
airpornt on Tuesday afternoon,
and all passengers and crew
members are safe

“Fhight Al 315, operating
from Hong Kong to Delhion
21 July, experienced an auxil-
ary power unit [APU) fire
shortly after it had landed and

parked at the gate. The mci
dent ocourred while passen-
gers had begun disembarking,
and the APUwas automatically
:.h it down as pt'l sghh:'dn
design,” an airline spokesper
son said ina statement

The spokesperson said
there was some damage to the
aircraft, while passengers and
crew members disembarked

nomally and are safe,

"The aircaft has been
grounded for further investi-
gations and the reguiator has
e |1|||}' ot ified ,- tha
spokespeson added,

The flight landed at 12:12
pmat the Delhi airport,as per
information available onflight
tracking website Fligh-
tradar 24, com. FTl

Air India finds
no fault in 787
fuel switches

HITIN KUMAR
Hew Delhi July 22

AIR INDIA HAS comipleted pre

cautionary inspections of the
Fued Control Switch (FCS) lock -
ing mechanism on all Boeing
T87 and Boeing 737 alrcrafl in
its fleet. The Bosing 737 alemit
are part of the Aeet of Air India
Express. the low-costsubsidiary
of Alr India. With these inspec-
tions, both aifdines have com-
pliedwith the Directorate Ger-
eral of Civil Aviation [DGCA)
directive issued on July 14, the
aidine sid on Tuesday

The DGCA had instructed all
Indian carriers to inspect the
fuel switch locking systems on
their Boelng 787 and 737 alr-
aaft by July 21, following the
prefiminary fimdings of the Air
maft Accident Investigation
Eureau (AATE The AMB's repan
indicated that fuel switches
werecul off beforethe Alr India
erash lastmonth,

Alr India flight A1 171, oper
ated with a Boemg 787-8,
crashed shortly afier takeofi
from Ahmedabad en route to
London Gatwick an June 12,
msultinginthedeaths of 24 1of
the 242 people onboand and 19
peopleon the ground.

“In the inspections, noissues
were found with the said locking
miechanksm,"the Tata Croupair-
Hirse saicl.
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Akasa Airaims 226
aircraftby 2032

AKASA AIR IS secing steady
mmprovement in its Anancial
performance and is on tradk to
become operat ionally profitable
so0n, according to the airline's
l.hlrf ﬂu.1|1|;i.l| ||ET||, &f Ankiir
God. Backed by a s gnificant rise
in revenue and continued
cxpansion in capacity, the air-
fine has setits sights an operat-
ing a fleet of 226 aiwraft by the
endof 203 2.

The airline, which began
opemtions jess than three years
apo, recordeda 49 % rise in rey-
enue fior FY 15, Capacity, mea-
sured in available seat kilome-
tres, grew by 48% over the

same period. Goel attributed
this growth toa 1 3% mprove
ment in stapge-adjusted rev
enue peravailableseat kil ome-
tre; along with better
diztribition and |-1!EE|.H!
mvestments in technology.
Despite  industry-wide
inflationary pressure, Alkasa
managed to educe its unitcost
perASK {excluding fuel) by 70,
while Ebitdar margins rose by
50, Ebitclar refers to earnings
before interest, taxes, depreci
ation, amortisation, and rent
costs, and is a key measure of
operational performance
I anvlatiion. FEBUREALN
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Al flight slips off runway in Mumbai

Dhairya Gajara

MUMES
e

A massive tragedy was
averted at Mumbal Airport on
Monday amid heavy rainasan
Air India flight veered off the
runsway while landing which
caused significant damage to
the aireraft as well as the run-
way. While operations were
shifted to the airport’s second-
ary Tunway to carry out re-
pairs onthe damaged part, no
injuries were reported to the
pecple on board,

-

On the rainy morning of
Monday, Air India fight Al-
2744 from Cochin made a
hard landing at Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Afrport (CSMIA)
as it overshot the runway, Ac-
cording to official informa-

*

tion, the flight landed at
9.27am but experienced a
runway excursion, in which it
suffered substantial damage
on its wings, tyres and the en-
gine’s outer cover,

P Contd on | nation

9 notices in
6 months

ine show cause no-
tices were issued to
Air Indiain connec-

tion with five identified
safety violations In the last
six months and enforce-
ment action has been
completed with respect

to one violation, the civil
aviation ministry informed
the Rajya Sabha on
Monday.

Al flight slips...

However, the passengers and crew on board were
not injured and disembarked safely after the air
craft taxied to the gate. The Airbus A320-251N air-
craft, registered as VIZI'YA of the Vistara fleet, has
since been grounded for checks. “CSMIAS emerg-
ency response teams were immediately activated to
manage the rumway excursion. All passengers and
crew are safe. At CSMIA, safety remains our highest
prioty” said the airport’s spokesperson

Mumbai Airport had undertaken its annual pre-
maonseon runway maintenance on May 8 by halting
the operations for six hours, During the mainten-
ance, both the rumvays were inspected and
restored to optimal condition to allow aircraft to
land safely during heavy rains. While Air India said
that the runway excursion was caused due to heavy
rain after touchdown, it did not reveal the actual
cause of incident. The airline did not comment
about actions taken against the pilots flving the air-
craft, but sources say that both the pilots have been
de-rostered untl the investigation is concladed.

Mumbat reported heavy rinon Monday morning
causing severe disputation to air transport oper-
ations at CSMLA. There were long delays and several
flights cancelled according o digital flight tracker
Flightradar24. The airport issued a passenger advis-
ory requesting passengers to check the statis of
their flights before leaving for the afrport and also
advised passengers to leave for the airport earlier
than usual in light of the inclement weather and
forecast of heavy to very heavy rains,

Similarly, IndiGo, which hasthe largest operations
from CSMILA, also issued a travel advisory stting
that several routes towards the airport were seeing
slow-moving traffic due to steady downpour.
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Terror in the sky: IndiGo flight
circles Indore after gear snag

140 passengers
spend anxious
time till pilot
lands plane
safely after mid-
air emergency

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Tension gripped passengers
onboard IndiGos flight 6E-813
on Monday afternoon when a
technical snag in alreraft’s
landing gear forced it to circle
above the city for nearly 25
minutes before making a safe
emergency landing at Devi
Ahilyabai Holkar Afrport,
The flight, carrying 140 pas-
sengers, took off from Goa at
314 pm, slightly behind its
scheduled departure time of
2:40 pm. However, moments
before the scheduled landing,
a warning light in the cockpit
alerted the pilot to a problem
with the aircraft’s hydraulic
system, which supports the

|'||_Tﬂ.x. e !

b |
functioning of the landing
gear.

Realising seriousness of the
issue, pilot immediately in-
formed Air Traffic Control
(ATC) tower in Indore of the
fault and sought permission
for an emergency landing, cit-
ing an undercarriage system
issue

Within mimites, a full
emergency was declared at
the airport Fire tenders were
lined up along the runway,
ambulances were summened,
and emergency staff took their
positions, ready for any event-
ality.

Up in the air, the aircraft
began to circle the city, giving
the crew time to assess the
situationand burn excess fuel.
For the passengers inside,
every passing minute added to
the unease. The cabin crew

moved through the aisles of
fering quiet reassurance and
double-checking seatbelts.

After nearly 25 tense min-
utes in the sky, the aircmft fi-
nally made its approach and
landed safely at around 4:20
pri. The relief inside the cabin
was  immediate—clapping,
tears, and whispered thanks
filled the space as the aircraft
rolled to a halt.

“All emergency protocols
were followed. Thankfully, the
aircraft landed safely” con-
firmed Vipin Kant Seth, Direc-
tor of Devi Ahilyabai Hollar
Airport. He said the pilot had
reported a hydraulic system
issue linked to the landing
gear, which led to the emerg-
ency being declared.

IndiGo regrets inconven-
ience caused to passengers,
said airlines spokesperson.

This incident comes just 13
days after another IndiGo
flight—BE-7285  departing
from Indore o Raipur—was
foreed to return mid-air due to
a technical fault discovered
shortly after taleoff.
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Rear section
of Air India
plane catches
fire in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The rear section of an Air
India Airbus A321 aircraft
caught fire on Tuesday at
the Delhi airport as passen-
gers were deplaning after
arriving from Hong Kong,
the airline said.

The aircraft’s auxiliary
power unit located in the
tail section caught fire after
the aircraft landed and
parked at the gate, accord-
ing to a statement from Air
India. Passengers and crew
were able to disembark but
the aircraft sustained
“some damage”, according
to the airline. The aircraft
has been grounded for
further investigations.

“The incident occurred
while passengers had be-
gun disembarking, and the
APU was automatically
shut down as per system
design,” an airline spokes-
person said.

The auxiliary power un-
it (APU) is a small gas tur-
bine engine typically locat-
ed at the rear of an
aircraft’s fuselage. It serves
as an independent power
source for functions other
than propulsion. It pro-
vides supplementary pow-
er while the aircraft is on
the ground and aids with
functions such as air condi-
tioning during flight.
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History of air crash probes shows investigators disagree on pilot complicity

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

In two out of four fatal air-
crash probes studied by
academic researchers, the
investigators from the na-
tional agencies disagreed
with the United States Na-
tional Transportation Safe-
ty Board (NTSB) on wheth-
er the pilots intentionally
crashed their planes.

In three of the four cas-
es, the length of investiga-
tions averaged two-three
years and in only one case
the deceased pilot was pro-
ven to have a history of
clinically diagnosed de-
pression.

“Psychological autopsy”
— a form of forensic investi-
gation into the mental state
of the deceased — was a key
factor in determining pilot
intentionality and even
then “there could rarely be
certainty about suicidal in-
tent being the sole cause of
an accident,” Alpo Vuorio,
psychologist and an aca-
demic researcher of avia-

tion disasters, told The Hin-
du in an email.

Questions on the mental
health of the pilot have sur-
faced around the ongoing
investigation into the crash
of the Air India flight AI-171
from Ahmedabad to Gat-
wick on June 12 in which
241 passengers, including
crew, were killed and 19
were killed on the ground.

Since 1994, there have
been only six confirmed in-
stances globally involving
commercial planes that in-
vestigating agencies attri-
buted to actions by the pi-
lot. Within these, only four
have published reports and
analyses in academic litera-
ture.

Based on flying-accident
reports in the United States
from 1993 to 2021, 24 out of
7,244 — or 0.33% — fatal ac-
cident cases in general
aviation were formally at-
tributed to be “aircraft-as-
sisted suicides”. The vast
majority of these accidents
involved pilots flying their
own planes or those of very

small operators where
planes usually did not car-
ry FDR (Flight Data Recor-
der) and CVR (Cockpit
Voice Recorder), said a
2023 study led by Dr. Vuo-
rio in the journal Aviation
Space Environment.

The first of these was
Silk Air Flight 185 (Jakarta-
Singapore) in December
1999, which killed 97 pas-
sengers and seven crew
members. A Boeing 737, it
crashed into the Musi river,
Sumatra after nose-diving
from an altitude of nearly
35,000 feet.

Following a nearly three-
year investigation, the Na-
tional Transportation Safe-
ty Corporation (NTSC) —
the Indonesian equivalent
of India’s Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau that is
investigating the Ahmeda-
bad crash — concluded that
the “technical investigation
has yielded no evidence to
explain the cause of the ac-
cident”. The U.S. agency
NTSB dissented. “There
was no evidence of a me-

o i

. g

chanical failure of any of
the flight control systems
or related components that
would have been causal or
contributing to the acci-
dent and the accident can
be explained by intentional
pilot action,” said the 140-
page report. This report al-
so placed on record that
the captain, who had com-
mandeered the plane, was
reportedly battling a finan-
cial crisis, though it was al-
so stated that he displayed
no aberrant behaviour
prior to the flight.

The second accident oc-
curred on October 31, 1999,
when Egypt Air Flight 990,

Air India’s Ahmedabad-London flight crashed shortly after take-off
in Gujarat on June 12. VIJAY SONEJI

Yy

a Boeing 767, crashed into
the Atlantic Ocean, south
of Massachusetts. About 29
minutes after take-off, the
FDR showed that the First
Officer disconnected the
autopilot. He was alone in
the cockpit with the Cap-
tain having left for a bath-
room break.

Flight control inputs

The NTSB determined that
the “probable cause was...
as a result of the First Offic-
er’s flight control inputs”.
The Egyptian Civil Aviation
Authority (ECAA), while
first collaborating with the
NTSB on the investigation,

concluded that “the officer
did not deliberately dive
the air-plane into the
ocean” and that mechani-
cal failure was “a plausible
and likely cause of the acci-
dent”. The third accident,
on November 2013, in-
volved the Mozambique
Airlines Flight 470 from
Maputo, Mozambique to
Luanda, Angola. The Em-
braer E190 twinjet crashed
into the Bwabwata National
Park, Namibia, killing all 27
passengers and six crew
members. About an hour
and 50 minutes into the
flight, the First Officer stat-
ed that he had to go to the
toilet. The Captain handled
the auto flight system lead-
ing to a “sustained descent
and collision with the ter-
rain”, says the investigation
report. While here the in-
vestigation agencies of the
Mozambique and Namibia
attributed the plane’s “un-
natural” descent to the pi-
lot, the Mozambique Asso-
ciation of Air Operators
disputed the finding.

The fourth analysed ac-
cident — the only one
where there was rapid, un-
animous consensus that a
pilot, with a history of psy-
chiatric problems, inten-
tionally crashed the plane
— occurred on March 24,
2015 with Germanwings
Flight 4U9525 from Barce-
lona, Spain to Dusseldorf,
Germany. There were 150
casualties following the
crash of the Airbus A-320.

According to the investi-
gation report, in the cruise
phase of the flight, the First
Officer waited until he was
alone in the cockpit. Then
he modified the autopilot
settings causing the aero-
plane to descend and, kept
the cockpit door locked.
The First Officer did not
respond to the calls from
air traffic controllers, and
the aircraft fell into the
French Alps. One of the
quickest  investigations,
which officially concluded
within a year, the French
Bureau of Enquiry and
Analysis for Civil Aviation

Safety (BEA) and its Ger-
man counterpart, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation (BFU)
concluded that the pilot
had deliberately crashed
the plane as a “murder-sui-
cide”. German investiga-
tors found a doctor’s note
in the pilot’s apartment,
three days following the
crash, indicating that he
was “unfit to fly”.

“The links between pilot
suicides and social change,
such as unemployment
threats and financial reces-
sion, have not been stu-
died, given the low num-
bers of pilot suicide cases
as well as the unpredicta-
bility and infrequency of
recession, coupled with
methodological challenges
such as suitable compari-
son groups and the ab-
sence of baseline mea-
sures,” said Dr. Vuorio.
“However, it has been
found that significant sud-
den changes in society may
increase the number of pi-
lot suicides.”
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Air India completes inspections of
fuel switches on 737, 787 jets in fleet

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Air India said on
Tuesday it has completed
inspections of fuel control
switches on all its Boeing 787
and 737 aircraft, in line with
directives from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation.

The inspections come amid
intense scrutiny of fuel control
switches following the Air India
Flight 171 crash that killed 260
people in June. The preliminary
probe report by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) found the aircraft’s fuel
switches were set from “run” to
“cutoff” position during take-off,
starving the engines in what is
likely the direct cause of the
crash.

How the switches were set to
that position - whether deliber-
ately (and by whom) or due to
some other factors — is now at
the centre of the investigation.

Fuel control switches are
designed with multiple safety
mechanisms, including spring-
loaded locking features and
metal guards to prevent acciden-
tal movement.

“Air India has completed pre-
cautionary inspections on the

AIR INDIA STARTED
VOLUNTARY
INSPECTIONS ON
JULY 12 AND
COMPLETED THEM
WITHIN THE TIME
LIMIT SET BY DGCA

locking mechanism of Fuel Con-
trol Switch on all Boeing 787 and
Boeing 737 aircraft in its fleet. In
the inspections, no issues were
found with the said locking
mechanism,” an Air India
spokesperson said,

A 2018 US Federal Aviation
Administration safety bulletin,
also referenced by the AAIB,
warned of potential disengage-
ment of the locking mechanism
on several Boeing aircraft mod-
els, including the 787. This tech-
nical vulnerability has gained
renewed attention, thought the
2018 communication was not
mandatorily meant for correct-
iveaction at the time.

The airline started voluntary
inspections on July 12 and com-
pleted them within the time limit
set by the DGCA. Boeing 737 air-
craft are part of Air India
Express’s fleet, the airline’s low-

cost subsidiary.

The DGCA had directed the
inspection after the AAIB
released its preliminary report.

The civil aviation regulator
mandated all Indian airlines to
inspect fuel switch controls of
specified aircraft models by July
21, referring to the 2018 FAA
safety notice. “Strict adherence
to the timeline is essential to
ensure continued airworthiness
and safety of operations,” the
DGCA instructed.

Etihad Airways, one of the
United Arab Emirates’ two flag
carriers, instructed its engineer-
ing team to inspect the locking
mechanism of the fuel control
switches on its B787 aircraft. It
also advised caution during
operations. In its safety circular-
Etihad instructed its team to
fully inspect the locking feature
for “proper engagement.”

As a precautionary measure,
Singapore Airlines (SIA) and
Scoot too carried out checks on
the fuel switches of the B787 air-
craft in their fleet. “Our checks
confirmed that all fuel switches
on SIA and Scoot’s Boeing 787
aircraft are functioning properly
and comply with regulatory
requirements,” Singapore Air-
lines spokesperson said.
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Fire in Al plane part as
fliers disembark at IGI

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A small fire was
reported in a component of an
Air India aircraft shortly after it
arrived from Hong Kong at
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport on Tuesday,
marking the latest in a series of
technical incidents affecting the
carrier.

Flight Al-315, an Airbus
A321-LR operating from Hong
Kong to Delhi, experienced an
auxiliary power unit fire shortly
after landing and parking at the
gate. The incident occurred
while 158 passengers had begun

THE JET HAD AN
AUXILIARY POWER
UNIT FIRE SHORTLY
AFTER LANDING
AND PARKING

AT THE GATE,

SAID OFFICIALS

disembarking, with the APU
automatically shutting down as
per system design, but not
before smoke was seen.
“There was some damage to
the aircraft; however, passen-
gers and crew members disem-
barked normally and are safe.

The aircraft has been grounded
for further investigations and
the regulator has been duly
notified,” an Air India spokes-
person said.

An official said the fault was
detected after the aircraft was
parked and engines shut down.
The airline informed both the
Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation and airport operator Delhi
International Airport Ltd as per
protocols.

An APU is a small generator
that provides electricity and
compressed air to aircraft sys-
tems when the main engines are

continuedon-319
-AIWRAPS UP 787 FUEL SWITCH CHECKS, P9

SINCE MID-JUNE,
AND SUBSIDIARY
AL EXPRESS HAVE
FACED AROUND I3

INCIDENTS, MOSTLY
DUETO TECHNICAL
GLITCHES
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DGCA to hire 190 personnel, Govt tells Parl

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathl@htlive com

MEW DELHI: The government
will recruit 190 personnel in the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) by the end of Octo-
ber this year, Union minister
Ram Mohan Naidu told Parlia-
ment on Monday.

The civil aviation minister
was responding to a question
from BJP lawmaker Ashok Cha-
van in the Rajya Sabha on the
steps being taken by the govern-
ment to address the shortage of
staff in the country’s aviation
regulator in order to ensure pas-
senger safety.

This comes a day after HT
reported that DGCA was operat-
ing with just 553 officials while

NAIDU'S REMARK
COMES A DAY
AFTER HT
REPORTED THAT
DGCA HAS 48% OF
ITS TECHNICAL
POSTS VACANT

overseeing operations in one of
the world's fastest-growing avia-
tion markets. According to offi-
cial documents, seen by HT,
DGCA has 48% of its 1,063 tech-
nical posts vacant. Of these, 400
posts were sanctioned and
added in 2022 but remain to be
filled.

“We need to understand that
creation of posts and recruit-

ment of posts is a continuous
process. We from the ministry
are in continuous process dis-
cussions,” Naidu said in his
response. “We recruited for 103
posts which was the highest
number of posts in the history of
the DGCA. This year, we plan to
recruit 190, By the end of Octo-
ber, we are going to recruit for
190 posts for the DGCA."

The Union minister termed
the recruitment process as
tough, citing the role of the regu-
lator in ensuring safety of pas-
sengers. “These are very niche
and technical posts. We do not
have a huge pool... It is a very
tough process of picking up the
right people because they are
going to be the regulators and
take care of the safety,” he said.

The recruitment process is
“very rigorous”, he said, adding:
“We are putting more pressure
so that the timelines for the
recruitment also come down.
We are in the process of achiev-
ing 90% of the vacancies to be
recruited.”

The development comes at a
time of close scrutiny of Indian
aviation safety following the
crash of Air India flight 171 that
killed 260 people in June. HT
reported that the staffing crisis
affects DGCA's core functions at
a time when India is attempting
to improve its International Civil
Aviation Organization safety
rankings. Despite being the third
largest domestic market by vol-
ume, India ranks 48, albeit an
improvement from 102 in 2018.
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{ AIR INDIA FLIGHT 171 CRASH }

Unbiased: Aviation minister backs AAIB’s probe

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Civil aviation minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu backed
the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau's (AAIB) report and
probe into the crash of Air India
flight 171, terming the body
“unbiased”, even as several law-
makers questioned him on the
accident and on air safety.

His comments in Parliament
came in the wake of a raft of
reports in western media that
have blamed the commander of
the aircraft for the crash, claim-
ing that he switched off fuel to
the engines. AAIB's preliminary
report identifies the fuel

Ram Mohan Naidu

switches being in cut-off position
as the reason for the engine fail-
ure, and paraphrases a conver-
sation between the two pilots,
with one asking the other
whether he cut the fuel, and
receiving a negative response.
The report did not say what
could have caused this, but said
there was nothing wrong with

either the engine or the aircraft.

Replying to MP Ashokrao
Chavan in the Rajya Sabha,
Naidu said: “ AAIB got into the
investigation right after the acci-
dent happened..they have
started the process according to
international standards..they
have involved all subject matter
EXperts ... necessary people who
are supposed to be participating
in the investigation. They have

gone through the first set of

investigation processes and have
given us out of the preliminary
report.”

To be sure, AAIB responded to
western media reports by clari-
fying that its preliminary report
was only about the “what” and

not the “why” or “how”.
Talking about the report and
decoding of the black box of the
B787 that crashed on June 12,
Naidu said, * Whenever these
accidents happen and the black
box gets damaged.. It was
always sent to the original equip-
ment manufacturer and for
decoding.” This time, he added,
the black box was decoded in the
county for the first time and “we
have done it successfully™.
Referring to western media
reports, Naidu said: "..We want
to stand by the truth and not
what is happening with the
pilots, Boeing, Air India or any
other stakeholder. We want to
find out what exactly happened.”
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Al flight veers
off runway in

Mumbai amid
heavy rain

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid heavy rain in Mum-
bai airport, an Air India air-
craft veered off the runway
while making a landing on
Monday morning.

The Airbus A320 aircraft
is now grounded, Air India
said. The primary runway
at the airport was shut, and
an alternative runway was
activated, according to a
statement from Mumbai

International Airport
Limited.
Photos procured

through industry sources
show that the incident has
caused damage to the en-
gine cowling, suggesting
ingestion of debris, as well
as the trailing edge of a flap
on one of the wings. There
is also evidence of grass
and mud on a section of
the aircraft’s wing and the
nose wheel area.

The incident took place
when the Air India flight
from Kochi to Mumbai
made a landing at 9.27 a.m.
on Monday morning. The
aircraft taxied safely to the
gate, where passengers
and crew were able to dis-
embark, Air India’s state-
ment said.

Past incidents

Mumbai has seen similar
incidents in the past dur-
ing rain. In September
2023, a business jet (Lear-
jet 45) from Vishakapat-
nam skidded off the run-
way after landing.

In July 2019, a Spicejet
Boeing 737 flight from Jai-
pur overshot the main run-
way on landing at Mumbai
airport. It took nearly two
days to remove the aircraft,
resulting in closure of the
primary runway for nearly
two days.

Similar incidents in
Mangaluru and Surat had
forced the regulator to is-
sue a circular to airlines. It
required airlines to ensure
sufficiently trained crew to
be deployed for flights in
adverse weather condi-
tions, carry out risk assess-

ment, and ensure that the
crew were well aware of
“the aircraft’s limitations
and take-off/landing per-
formance calculations dur-
ing adverse weather opera-
tions.”
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A-l Airbus A321's
auxiliary power
unit catches fire,
all passengers safe

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHL JULY 22

THE ALIXILIARY power unit of an
Air India Alrbus A3 aircralf
aperating a Hong Kong-Defhi
fhight — caught Breafter it landed
at the Delhi airport on Tuesday:
The affected unit was shiut auis-
matically by aircrait sysems.and
all passengers and crew wene
safie, the Tata group airdine said

The aircraft suffered some
damage and has been grounded
[or investigating the cause of the
localised fire. The airkine has also
notifed maation saety regulator
DGCA about the incident,

The APUE asmall gas nurbine
engne, o asell-contained pemer-
avorn located atthe rear or the il
The wnit is a source of power in-
dependentaf te plane's mainen-
gines and provides supplemen
tary power while the aircraltis on
the gound and during some
phasesof Night

The incident comes a day af-
ter an Alr India Airbus AT20neo
aircraft skidded off the rnway
whale landing at Mumibai airport
amid heavy ain
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Fuel switch checks on Boeing fleet
completed, no issues found: Air India

SUKALP SHARMA
MEW DELHI JULY 22

AR INDIA anc its low-cost air-
line arm, Adr India Ex press, have
completed precautionary in-
spection of the engine fuel con-
trol switches' locking mecha-
nismonall ther Boeing 787 and
737 aircralt, and “no issues™ were

found in any of the planes, the
Tawa Growpairline sad Tuesday.
As  mandated by the
Directorate General of Covil
Aviation (DGCA) the dhecks
were conducted on Alr India’s
Boeing 78T aircraltand Airindia
Expriss's Boeing 737 arcraft.
“Inthe inspections, no isues
were found with the sad bocking
mechantan, Air brdia had started

voluntary inspections on uly 12
and completed them wathin the
prescribed time Rmit s=t by the
DGCA The same has been com-
miznicated to the regulator, Air
India remains committed tothe
salety of passengers and crew
members,” Airlndsa said
With the imvestigation info
the june 12 crash of the Air India
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e Fuel switch checks on Boeing fleet completed, no issues found: Air India

Boeing 787 -8 arcrall [ocusing on
thetranstioning of The engine fud
contm] switc hes from 'RUN 1o
“CLITORF, the DOCA on July 14or-
dered inspection of the switches'
locking mechanism on mod of
the ndia-registersd Bosing com -
merncial areralt by July 21, in Lline
withthe Special Airworthiness
Inforrtion Bulletin (SAIR ) issued
by the US Federal Aviation
Adminstmvon  (FAA)  in
Decernber 2018, The SAIR was re-
parding the pokrntal disengage-
ment of the lud contral switch
Inddng feature,

Ar India had already inigated
avaluntarycheckol hie switdhes'
lodang mechansmonits Boeing
7HT feet on July 12, after the pre-
liminary repart into theAl 171
crashwas meleased,

A number of aircraf models
were mentioned in the SAIB, in-
chding vananis of popular mod -
els 787 and the 737 that areoper-
ated by Indian arknes Air India
operates the 7875, while A India
Express, Akasa Air and Spicejet
operte variants of the 737, Air
inucka alsoope rates Boeng 777 air-
craft, bt they were ot mei -

toned in the SAIB and therelore,
are not under the scope of the
DGCAarder Ind iGo also operatss
& damnp-leased 787, but that air-
craftis not registened in India

The preliminary ivestigation
meport from India's Atrcraft
Aeddent Inves tigation Bureau
(AAIB i the plane crashed afeer
bath its engines were stared of
fuel as the two fuel contmol
awrlches trarsitioned from RUN'
i CUTOFF positionwithina sec-
ond ol eachother momentsafter
fift-off. A intal 0l 260 peopls — 241
o boared the arcraft and 190 the
ground - were killed when the
Ahmedabad-London  (light
mashed The DGCA ordercame af-
leralew Boemg acrall operalons,
madinhy those overseas, initiated
voluntary rspections advised in
that SAIB

Experts siy accidental move-
ment of the switches - used toal-
I and cut fued supply 10 the air-
craft’s engines - 5 nol quite
possible, The spring-loaded
switches huve bradoets on either
sile o protect thern.and the kock-
ngmechamsmreguires the pilots
1o Lt the switch i belore miov-

ngit betwernoitherof its two po-
sitiers - RUN and CUTOFE Inview
of the Adr India crash, there were
il fromvanous quartersin india
and abvoad forthe checks recom-
mended in the 2018 SAIR 1o be
condhucted o ersure tha tiud con-
Ired swatchies on Bomng ainral am
functioning as they shoukd

The prefliminary repart had
mertioned this SAIR, which was
Bsued after a few 737 operators
said that some fuel control
switches were instalked with the
Iocking feature disengaged.
Vanious Boeing aircralt, mcluding
the 7875, have fuel control
switches similar o these on the
T35 A the tirne. the FAA had sabd
that the concem wasnol an unsalie
condition, bt had advised apera-
o ol various Boeing models to
nspect the switches As the SAIR
s only advisony and notmands-
ey, Alr India had not carmed out
e inspecton on the atrcralTthat
crashed. Moreover, the throttle
contml mod ule - which houses
the fuel control switches among
cifers - was lstchanged in 20723
onthe plane. and nodefect refated
o the switehes wis repoited s

“Inspect the locldng abure ol
e fuel corgrol swatch to ensure
its engagement. While the air-
plane & on the ground, check
whether the fuel control switch
can be moved bepween the two
positions without Biting up the
swirch Il the switchcan be moved
without Efting it up, the locking
feature has been disengaged and
the switch should be replaced at
e earhiestopportunity.” the SAE
had advised operators of varbos
Boeirg aircrafl models.

There i uncertanty an how
the switches rmovesd fromm RUM to
CUTOFFon the Adr India plane that
crashed -- whether the transiton
signal to the system was die (o
any kechinical machanicalor soft-
ware issue, The investigators
wiolikd nosw ocus on unearthing
the cause behind the wansirion-
ing of the fue control switches
The report did not issoe any rec-
ommmdation tootheroperalors
ol the Boeing 757-8 aircralt and it
CE engines, suggesting that atths
stage, the investigators do not
have areason io beleve that there
wits ary ssue with the plane or is
engines.
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Akasa Air expects 25-30% fleet
growth every year to become
2206-aircraft strong by 2032

SUKALFSHARMA
NEW DELHL JLULY 22

AHASA AR e pects s aircraft and
ST CEpICItY b0 Ermw at a com-
pounded annual growth rate
(CAGR)of 25-30 per cent over the
aver the net seven years as the
airfine expects o have a 226-air-
cralt fleet by 2032, up fromits cur-
rent strength of 30 Boeing 737
MAK family aircraft, according to
the airfine's chief Bnancial off icer
Ankur God. With robust growth
in capacty and the aimies “seal-
Gastfocus oo keadership”, the
three-yearok] carrier is'wel onits
path to profitability, Goed oold re-
porterson Tuesday

The aldine—India's youngest
major camier—had ordered a -
talof 226 Boeing 737 MAX Gmily
aircraft, allolwhich areexpecied
to be delivered by 2032, which
comes out to 28 yircraft per yea
on average. Goel, however, said
that the arcraft deliveries will vary
ovier the years, with fewer defiv-
eries kely over the next bwo-
three years, alter which they are
expected o pick up sgnificantly.

An Alasa Alr passenger aircraftin Mumbai.

Ceoel adcled that Alcasa Airisin
regubar towch wath Boeing and all
signals arethat the arcralt aneex-
peected 6y bédelvered soaner than
earlier anticipated, which gives
the airfine conlidence that its ar-
craft order will be fulfilled by
2032, Boeing has had issues with
airerait delbenes due tovanoos
cnses and regulatory oversdght,
bt G <aid] that imast of Bosing's
issues now seem o be behind
them”

The airkine currently has 23
Boeing 737-8aircraft, which have
185-169 seats aphece, and seven
T37-8-200 jets that can seat 197
passengers, Alasa Adr also has
some 737-10aircraft—whichwill
have 227 seats—on onder, and

Rewrers File

their deliveries are likely tostan
from 2027
Alkaea Air's revenue in 2024-
25(F25 | grew 49 per conl year-
on-year while capacity interms
of dvailableseat kilometres| ASK)
Frev at 448 per cent, Goel said,
without ghing speaific numbers.
in Fy35, the airdine expects iis ca-
paciy interms of ASES to growth
Iy 30 per conit. The airine's stage-
adjusted revenue per ASK [RASK)
improved by 13 percent in Y25,
while cost per ASK [CASK ) was
down 8 per cent, beading o unit
magins improving by over 20 per
cenkyearon-yeas Operatng mar-
ainmpnoved by hallon a yearon-
year hasis, FULL REPORT OM
Wi Enexpre ss.oom
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No issue found with

fuel control switch
locking: Air India

ST e e T
reha. mgshigh e com
MEW DELHI

ir Inedia Lo on Tuesday
sail il found no issues
with the fuel contrul

switch locking mechanism,
after completing inspections
on all its Boeing 787 and 747
aircrafi.

The inspections come amid
intense scrutiny of the
switches following the Air
India Flight 171 crash that
Feillesdd 260 peeophe n e, The
preliminary profee report by
the Aircraft Accident Investi-

gation Bureau (AAB) found
the aircraft’s fuel switches
were sed from “ron® to“cutoff™
positioryduring take-off, stary-
ing the enggmes of fuel.

Horw the switches were set
to thal position—whether
deliberately or otherwise—is
nowal the cenire of the imves
Hgrtion.

Fuel control switches are
designed with multiple safoty
mechanisms,  including
spring-losded locking features
and metal puands to prevent
accidental movement.

“Air India

Inspections follow the Air India
Flight 111 crashin jJune.  meuress

nication was nob mandatorily
meant forcomrective actiona
thies tieme.

The airline started volun
iy inspectiorson 12 July and
completed them within the
prescribeed tienee B st by thee
Directorste General of Civil
Aviation (DGCAL communi
cating thie results (o the regu
lator. The DGCA had directed
thes inspection after the AALR
released s preliminary
Tt

The civil wviation regulator
mundated all Indim aidines o

inspect fuel

has com 1‘ﬁllhll51'ﬂll mimes switch con

pleted  pre-

cautionary

inspections on the locking
mechanism of fuel control
swilch on all Boeing 787 and
Bowing 737 aircraft in its fleet.
In the inspections, no issues
were foumd with the said lock-
ingr mechamism,” an Adr India
spokesperson said.

A2018 US Fedeml Aviation
Administration safety bulleting
also reforenced by the AALR,
warned of potential disen
parement of the locking
miechanizm onseveral Boring
aircraft models, including the
T87. Thistechnical vulnerabil
ity has gained renewed atton
tieary, theuwgsh the 2008 comomu

trols of speci

fied aircraft
mosdels by 2 uly, referring to
the 2008 FAA safety notice.
“Strict adherence (o the time-
line is essential to ensure con-
tinued airworthiness and
safety of operations,” the
DGCA instructed.

“It has come to the noticoe of
DGCA that several operators
have initiated inspection on
their aireraft Aevl as per the
SAIB,” the regulator stated. “In
view ol above, all aidine opera-
torsof the affected srcraft e
herehy advised to complote
the inspection recpuired under
SALB no later than 21 July
2025 it ordercd.
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Akasa Air sees better FY25 financials: CFO

AR ]

daaresh anandi@i veman com
MNEW DELHI

terms ol market shure, Akas

Air's financial performance
in FY25 improved as per the
airline's chief financial afficer
(CFON Andur Goel witha reve
nue gprowih of 49% year-on
vear (y-o-¥). Akasa also regis
tered a 48% v-o-y jump in
Available Seat Rilometres
(ASH)—the pessenger-camving
capacity of an airline. ts feet
grew 50% (o a current (leet
strength ol 30 aircraft, all from
the Boeing MAX 737 family.

Abzssas Available Revenue

I nidia's third birgest airdine in

per Available Seat Rilometer
(HASK) stood at 13%. On the
ostheer hand the Cost per Availa

ble Seat hilometer (CASR was
uncher %, BASK s a mertric o

new airline it will take ws time
to beoomee operatiomally profit
able and we are an the right
path,” said Goel
Ehbitela, a measure of profita

measure  how bality, stamds for
much revenue Akasa Alr carnings before
ar] airline makes has placed imterest, laxes
per seat. CASK is orders for depreciation and
thercost of operat- Boeing 737 MAX amartization.
ingoneseat. family aircraft Goeladded thai
“Our CASh . BASKH will keep
: » threetimessince s
stood  at A improving and
including  fuel its inception costs are likely to
expenses, the e sodown.
margins  have “In the [lirst

become significantly betver
and our Ebiteda memrgrins for the
last fiscal year is actually 50%
better compared 1o FY24 Asa

seven months of this vear and
first four months of the current
fiscal, we are seeing v-o-y
improvement in RASK, amd

seeing a cost reduction. The
crrrent situation is better thin
what we had projected at the
beginning of the vear,” said
Gioel

Akasa Air has placed orders
frer Boeing 737 MAX Bmily air
craft three messinee is moepr
ticr Initially the aidine placed
an orcher for 72 aircraft in 202
witha follew-uporder of 4 air
craft in 2023, In 2024 the air
lir= pliced a significanily big
rerorderof 150aircraft, taking
the total order book to 226 air
craft. The airlinge has received
30 aircrafl while another 156G
will be delivered by 20052,

For an eviended version of the
atory, godo livemint.com.
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Fuel switch inspection: Air India
finds no issues in its Boeing fleet

MUMBAL Privale carrier
Air India on Tuesday said it
has completed “precaution-
ary” i tion ol the locking
meulm of the fuel control
switch (FUS) on its Boeing 787
and 737 aircrafi fleet and no
issieed were found

Aviation safety rq,;ulalur
DGCA last week directed air-
fines to inspect the fuel switch
locking system in their Boe-
ing TEY and 737 plames by July
21 after the Aircrafi Accident
lovestigation Burean (AALB]
saud in its preliminary repur
that fuel switches were cut
off before the Air India plane
crash last month

Air India ﬂ:ighl: Al 171,
operated with Boeing THT-8,
en moule o Lomdon Gatwick,
crashed soon after 1akeolf from
Ahmedabad on June 12, kill-
ing 241 of the 242 passengers
onboard and another 19 on
the ground.

n the inspections, no
ssues were found with the said
locking mechanism,” the Tata
f.i*ruup airline said in a state-
ment. Fud control switches
regulate the flow of fuel into
the aircrafl engines.

In its preliminary parton
the Boeing 787-B crash, AAIR
said the fuel supply 1o both
etiyrines of the plane was cut

F within a gap of one second.
ca.usmg conlwsion in the codk-
pil soon after takeol

Boeisig TB7s are part of Adr
Indias I!'|ee|:. while B7375 are
operated by its low-cost sub-
sidiary Air Lndia Express.

Boeing 7875 are
part of Air India's
fleet, while B737s
are operated by its
low-cost subsidiary
Air India Express

Besides  these, other
doariedtic carriers — IndiCia,
S'Fi:c;iel and Akasa — also have
these types of aircrafl in their
operaims.

With this, the two sifines
— Al and AIX — have com-
plied with the directives of the
DRGC A issued on fuly 14, Air
India said in the datement.

Aidr India said it started vol-
untary inspections on 12 fuly
and completed them within
the prescribed time limil set
b:rl!m DGCA

‘There are more than 150
Beowing 7374 and TATS hfl:llb
operated by Indian airlines. OF
these, InakiCGo has seven B737
Max 8 and one B7ET-9.

All these are leased phm.':.
-- either on wet or damp beass
-- and therefore, they ane ms
registered in India

The Federal Aviation
Administration {(FAA) n
2018, flagged the potential dis-
engagement of the fuel control
swilch locking fealure on cer-
tain models t}l:k.n-einu airerafi,
mncluding 7875 and 7375

It wras mentioned in a Spe-
dial Airworthiness Informa-
tiom Bulletin {SALB), but there
was o airworthiness directive,
md.i:nl.mE that the isste was
nola ufig COmIceT,

"In the cockpit voice
mecording, one of the pilots is
heard a the ather why

did he et alf? The other Plhﬂ
responded that he did not do
so, the AAIB preliminary
said

AAIB, which mentioned
FAAS SALH in the report, did
not sugpest any recomumended
action. Air India heas a iotal of
33 wide-boady Boeing 7875,
while Air India Express has
around 75 marrow-body 7374,

Akasa Air and _‘;pil:ﬂut
operate Bowing 7375 IndiGo
also wrperates Boeing 7E7 and
T374, bt Ihu:r aie beaded ffom
I'm'l.'q{n airlines, which means
they won't be subject to the
DGCA directive.
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Tail of AI flight catches fire at
Delhi airport, passengers safe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE i MewDeltn

A Hong Kong-New Delhi Adr In
dim{ATNight, carrying 158 pas-
sengers, chught fme in its tadl at
the parking gate while the
passengers were alight ing
at the Indira Goamdhi In
ternational Alrpart on
Tussday: All passengers
are safe and the Night hos
besn grounded

The Auxilliary Power Unit
LAPLY o power back -4ap system
inside the tail cone, was the
part whidh caught fire. “Thelin
cldent happened around 1250
pim, and smoke was noti ced em-

anstingfrom the APU exhaust,
an opening on the outer por
tlom ol the twll.” said o soumes
Flight Al 315 took off fram
Hong Eong airport of 850 pm
{loeal time) and resched Ter
minal 3 of Delhi airport at
12,31 pm. Al sald Flight
Al 115 experienced an
AP five shorily after it
b londed, The neldent
oecurred while passenpers
i begun disembark Ing, and
the APU was automatically
shut dowm. There was some
damage to the aireraft, but pas
sengers and orew members di s
em barked normally
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Al completes
DGCA-mandated
checks on Boeing

S LALITHA & New Det

AIR India on Tuesday con-
frmed it has completed all Di-
pectormbe Generml af Civil Al
tion (DGCA)-mandated
Inspections of Fuel Control
Switeh (FCS) locking mecha-
nisms on its Beeing 787 and 737
alreraft, Including thise oper
ated by Adr Ind ia Express

Mo issues were found with
the sild lock ing mechanism,”
theairtine sald, adding that wol-
untary checks had alrondy be-
fun an Gy 12, two daes before
the DGOA directive was 1ssued
onJuly 14.

“With this, the two airdines
have complied with the direc-
tives of the DGCA.. The same
has been communicnted (o the
regulator” the statement fur-
ther sald.

The inspections wers ardered
after o preliminary Abraraft Ac-
cident Investigation Bureau
{AAIR) report on Ahmedabad
crash that killed 260 people. The
report reveaded tht the Boeing
THT's FCS had moved to the

CUTOFF™ position shortly af-
ter tabenll The o was lnked
toa 2008 US FAA divective that
hud ot boen implemented.

SAdE Dl & rediu Ra oo iriited
1o the salery ol passenpers and
crew,” o spokesperson sadd
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Al plane catches
fire after landing

RAJESH KUMAR
B Kew Dethi

1 Adr India flight from
Ai\hmg Kong caught fire
hortly after landing at
the Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport on
Tuesday aflernoon. The Hong
Kong to Dethi Flight AT 315 on
Tuesday suffered an Auxiliary
Power Unit (APU) fire shortly
after it landed and par]u:r] af the
gate. Flight Al 315 sustained
some damage and has been
grounded for investigations. All
170 people on board and crew
members of Hong Kong to
Delhi flight later disembarked
safely. Luckily passengers and
crew were unhurl.

In a statement, an Air India
spokesperson said, “Flight Al
315, operating from Hong Kong
to Dielhi on 32 July 2025, expe-
rienced an anxiliary power unit
(APU) fire shortly after it had
landed and parked at the gate.
The incident occurred while

assengers had be disem-
Eu.rlurné arl the r\P%L:as aulo-
m.nti:aill-,' shut down as per sys-
tem design.”

“There was some damage Lo
the aircrafl; however, passengers
and crew members disembarked
normally and are safe. The air-
cralt has been grounded for fur-
ther investigations and the reg-

There was some

damage to the
aircraft; however,
passengers and crew
members disembarked

normally and are safe.
— AIR INDLA STATEMENT

ulator has been duly notified,”
the spokesperson added.

The Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL) said
that the fire was doused, adding
that the investigation into the
malter s underway.

An Auxiliary Power Unit,
commuonly referred 1o as APU,

{5 a small turbine engine usual-

]':r]uua[td in the tail section of

an aireraft. Unlike the main
engines that provide thrust for
flight, the APU is designed lo
provide energy for functions
other than propulsion. Tis prima-
ry role is Lo generate electrical
power and pneumatic pressure
when the main engines are shut
down particularly during
ground opetations.

As per details, the APL i erit-
lcal for starting the airerafis
main engines especially when
ground supporl equipment is
unavailable. It supplies electric-
ity to onboard systems belore
engine starl-up and after engine
shutdown.

Cantinsed on & P4

Al plane catches fire after landing

Comtinmed fram®» P11 || 4lzo
Pru'p'idrs- cumpms:d air 1o the
Environmental Control System
(ECS) and the engine starfer.
Moreover, the APU allows air-
craft to operale indrprndmﬂ}'
at airports which helps in
increasing operational
Nexibility.

Adr India made headlines on
J"-iumlu:,‘ due to two separaie
aircraft-related incidents. At
Delhi alrport, a Kol kata-bownd
Air India flight was forced to
abort takeoft because of a ech-
nical snag. An Alr India Oight

[rom Kochi suffered a runway

excursion while landing at the
Mumbai atrport and suffered
damages on the underside of
one of its engines.
Meanwhile, Adr India has
fimished precautionary checks
on the locking mechanism of
the Fuel Control Switch (FCS)
in all its Bu_cj.ng 787 and Bt
737 aircraft and no issues were
found. Fuel control swilches
regulate the Tow of fuel into the
aircraft engines. “Adr India has
completed precautionary
inspections on the ]uc]ung
mechanism of Fuel Contral
Switch (FCS) on all Boeing 787

and Boeing 737 aircrall in its
fleet,” the airline sald.

The airline confirmed that
no issues were found. “In the
inspections, no issues were
found with the said locking
mechanism. Aifr India had
started voluntary inspections
an 12 July and completed them
within the prescribed time
limit set by the DGCA. The
same has been communicated
to the regulator”

This follows a directive from
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) last week
directed airlines to inspect the

fuel switch locking system in
their Boeing TRY and 737
planes by July 21 after the
Adreraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AATB) said in its pre-
liminary report that fuel
switches were cul ofl before the
Air India plane crash last
month.

Alr India fight AT 171,
upn:lﬂﬁl with Boeing 787-8, en
route o London Gatwick,
crashed soon after takeoff from
Ahmedabad on June 12, killing
241 of the 242 passengers
onboard and another 19 an the
eround.
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Nine show cause notices issued to Air India over safety violations: Government

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

total of nine show cause
notices were issued to
ir India in connection

with five identified safety viola-
tions in the last six months and
enforcement action has been
completed with respect to one
violation, the civil aviation min-
istry informed the Rajya Sabha
on Monday.

Last month, Air India's
Boeing 787-8 aircraft enroute to
London Gatwick from

Ahmedabad crashed soon after
take off, killing 260 people.

Following the fatal accident,
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) ordered addi-
tional checks of the airlines
Boeing 787-8/9 aircraft.

As many as 81 people were
injured in the accident.

“Out of total 33 aircraft, 31
operational aircraft have been
inspected wherein minor find-
ings were observed in 8 aircraft.
These aircraft have been
released for operation post rec-
tification. The remaining 2 air-

craft are under scheduled main-
tenance, Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Naidu said in a
written reply.

He was responding to a ques-
tion from BJP member
Ashokrao Shankarrao Chavan.

Meanwhile, in a separate
written reply, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said that during the last
six months, no adverse trend
was reported in reliability
reports of Air India in respect
of crashed aircraft.

However, he said that during

Last month, Air
India’s Boeing 787-8
aircraft enroute to
London Gatwick from
Ahmedabad crashed
soon after take off,
killing 260 people

the last six months, a total of
nine show cause notices have
been issued to Air India in con-
nection with five identified
safety violations.

“Enforcement action has
been completed in respect of
one violation,” Mohol said in
response to queries from
CPI(M) member John Brittas.

Specific details were not
disclosed.

Mohol, in another written
reply, said that every aspect is
being looked into for determin-
ing the probable causes/
contributory factors leading to
the accident.

His answer was to DMK
leader Kanimozhi NVN Somu's
queries, including whether any

sabotage by any person or any
agency has come to the light.
In another written reply to
RID member Maneoj Kumar
Tha, Naidu said DGCA has a
structured surveillance and
audit framework in place.
These include planned and
unplanned surveillance of
organisation (aircraft such as
regular and  periodic
audits, spot checks, night
surveillance and ramp inspec-
tions across all operators and
maintenance organisations.
DGCA has done 254 enforce-

ment actions this year till April
while there were 673 such
actions in 2024.

There were 542 enforcement
actions in 2023, the
minister said.

The enforcement action may
include warning, suspension,
cancellation and imposition of
financial penalty.

This year, the regulator has
planned a total of 56 regulato-
ry audits. Highlighting the
growth of the country’s aviation
sector, the minister said there
are around 3,500 flight depar-

tures and about 5 lakh passen-
gers are travelling by air daily.
“We want things to be bronght
down to zero in terms of (avi-
ation) incidents. That is the tar-
get we have'.

There are more than 160
airports in the country.

In response to queries regard-
ing manpower shortage at the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Naidu said
recruitment and creation of
posts is a continuous process,
adding that 103 positions were
filled at the regulator last year.
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Noadverse trendreported
inreliability reports of Al
during last 6 months: Govt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL 27 JLILY

No adverse trend has been
repaorted in reliability reports
of Air India during the last six
maonths in espect of Al171
that crushed in Ahmedabad
on june 12, the Rajva Sabha
was informed on Monday.

TheAircraft Accident lnves-
tgation Buneau (AMB) on July
12 relensed its 15-page pre-
liminary report of the probe
into the tragic Air [ndin plane
arash, resulting in the deaths
of 260 individuals, including
L passengrs, 1 2omewmem-
beers, and 19 people on the
ground in Ahmedabad on
Juire 12

In a wntten reply, MoS
il Avmtion Mudidbar Mohol
said, "An investipation has

beenomderad by Director Gen-
eral, Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau, under Rule
11 of the Aircrmft (Investigation
of Accidents & Incidents)
Rules, 2017, o determine the
probable museis)/ conmibneony
factworis) leading o the accident
of Al flight Al-171 at Ahmedabad
on 12062005,

“A preliminary report on
the aooident has been published
by AATH o July 128 is mvailable
ontheirwebsite, " the minister
said. "The imvestigation sin
progress o determine the
probable cisseis)/ conmibig oy
foctons) leading to the acci-
dent,” Mohaol said. "During
thelast sixmonths, noadverse
trend has been reponted in
refiability reports of Air India
inrespect of crashed aircmf,”
thes mi niste r noted.
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Fuel switch checks
clear Boeing 787s,
737s in Al fleet

Times NEws NeETwoRk

New Delhi: Air India said
Tuesday it has completed in-
spections and found no faults
in the fuel control switch
(FCS) locking mechanism on
allits Boeing 787 Dreamliners
and Al Express Boeing 737s.
The checks followed a Ju-
Iy 14 directive from DGCA,
which ordered Indian carri-
ers to inspect the FCS on all
Boeing aireraft. The move
came after the June 12 erash
of AI171 in Ahmedabad.
Both engines of the London-
bound Dreamliner lost pow-
ermid-airsoon after take-off.
According to preliminary
probe, fuel supply was cut off
when FCS switches for en-
gines 1 & 2 moved from “run”
to “cut-off" — one after the
other — with a gap of one sec-
ond. Investigators have not
yet determined what caused
the switches totransition.
“Adr India has completed
precautionary inspectionson
locking mechanism of FCS
on Boeing 787 and 737 aircraft
in its fleet,” the airline said in
a statement. “With this, the

AAIB's prehmmar'_.' pmhe sam that
fuel supply on Al-171 was cut off
when the fuel control switches for
both engines moved from ‘run’ to
‘cut-off" — one after the other

two airlines have complied
with DGCA's July 14 directive.
Mo issues were found.”

The airline said results
have been shared withDGCA
and reaffirmed its “commit-
ment to the safety of passen-
gers and crew members”,

The US Federal Aviation
Administration had issued a
special airworthiness infor-
mation bulletin in Dec 2018
warning of potential disen-
gagement of the FCS locking
mechanism in some Boeing
aircraft. Since SAIB was advi-
sory & not mandatory, Air In-
diahad notacted on it earlier
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Auxiliary power unit of Air India Airbus
catches fire at Delhi airport, all flyers safe

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The auxiliary po-
wer unit (APU) of an Air India
Airbus A321 (TV-TVG), located
inthetail section, caught fire at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport when passeng-
ers were disembarking after its
arrival from Hong Kong on Tu-
esday. The aircraft, which had
around 170 people on board,
was damaged, but the passeng-
ersand crew were unhurt.

The airline reported the
incident to regulator Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion. Sources say this could
be amaintenance issue.

An Al spokesperson said,
“Flight Al 315, operating from

Hong Kong to Delhi on July 22,
2025, experienced an APU fire
shortly after it landed and par-
ked at the gate. The incident oc-
curred while passengers began
disembarking, and the APU
was automatically shut down as
per system design. There was
some damage to the aircraft; ho-
wever, passengers and crew
members disembarked normal-
Iy and are safe. The aircraft has
been grounded for further in-
vestigations, and the regulator
has been duly notified.”
According to aviation web-
site Skybrary, APU allows an
aircraft to operate autonomo-
usly without reliance on gro-
und support equipment such
as a ground power unit, exter-
nal airconditioning unit or a

The incident occurred
while passengers began
disembarking, and the
APU was automatically
shut down as per system
design. There was some
damage to the aircraft

high-pressure air start cart.
“APU 1is a small jet engine,
which is normally located in
the tail cone of the aircraft,
but, in some cases, is located in
an engine nacelle or in the
wheel well. APU can be started
utilising only the aircraft bat-
tery(s) and, once running, will
provide electrical powertoair-
craft systems as well as bleed

air for AC and for engine
start,” the website says.

There have been instan-
ces of APU failure orfire both
on the ground and in flight
globally. In June 2016, the ca-
bin of a fully loaded Airbus
A330 of a foreign airline on
the ground at London’s He-
athrow Airport was engulfed
with smoke, and an emergen-
cy evacuation was initiated.
Investigation found that the
smoke was caused when an
APUsealfailed and hot oil en-
tered the bleed air supplyv.

In July 2013, passengers
boarding an Air France Boe-
ing 777-300 at Paris CDG felt a
burning smell, followed by
thin smoke in the cabin. The
aircraft wasevacuated.
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Al flight aborts
take-off after
technical snag

New Delhi: Air India’s Delhi-
Kolkata flight aborted take-off
on the runway after detecting a
technical snag on Monday eve-
ning. The Airbus A321 with
about 170 people on board taxi-
ed to IGLA parking bay safely.

An Al spokesperson said,
“Flight AT 2403 operating from
Delhi to Kolkata on July 21,
2025, has been rescheduled to
depart later Monday evening,
necessitated by a technical is-
sue detected during take-off
roll. The cockpit crew decided
to discontinue the take-off, fol-
lowing standard operating pro-
cedures.” ™
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Amritsar airport gets bomb threat

ANEITEAR: After Golden Tem thrent of HIK IED binst, The
ple SoGuruBam D B Inter thrmt was reoeived at the aie
nationd Airport hes meehveda  porfsemail on Sunday, — TNS
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