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The Airparts Autherity of India (AAI) observed Yalri Suvidha Diwas

across the counlry en June 15, 2026 lo highlight its focos an
entric services and shewcase its centribution fo the

development of aviatian infrastrociure.
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Passenger
advisory by
LGBI airport

ANN SERVICE

PALASBARI, June 20: The
Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi
International (LGBI) Airport in
Borjhar has issued a passenger
advisory warning of possible
traffic delays on the Jalukbari-
Airport route due to ongoing
road repair work.

According to the advisory,
heavy traffic congestion is ex-
pected along the stretch, and
vehicular movement may re-
main slow until July 23. The
airport authorities have ad-
vised passengers to factor in
additional travel time while
planning their journey to the
airport.

Passengers have been urged
to start early from their re-
spective locations and make
necessary travel arrangements
in advance to avoid missing
scheduled flights owing to traf-
fic delays.

The advisory has been 1s-
sued in the interest of ensur-
ing a smooth and hassle-free
travel experience for passen-
gers during the period of road
maintenance work.
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CM to urge

Centre

on due Metro fund

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 21

The estimated cost of the
Hyderabad Metro Rail
(HMR) Phase-Il project
has increased by %1915
crore due to delays in
securing approvals from
the Centre, according to
the government’'s revised
detailed project reports
(DPRs).

The revised cost of the
122.9-km Phase-II network
was placed at 38,595
crore, up from the earlier
of ¥36,680 crore. The per-
kilometre construction
cost has risen from about
¥298 crore to 2314 crore.

The government has
expressed concern that
any further delay could
push the construction cost

to nearly ¥350 crore per
kilometre, taking the over-
all project cost beyond
240,000 crore.

HMR operates across
three corridors coverin
69 Kkm under Phase-l,
developed at a cost of
222,000 crore. Following
the recent takeover of the
Phase-I project from L&T
by the state government,
modifications were made
to the proposed Phase-I1 A
and B corridors before
fresh DPRs were submit-
ted to the Centre.

Initially, five corridors
were proposed under
Phase-Il1 and corridor-wise
DPRs were submitted to
the Centre on November 4,
2024.

3: Heritage, ai
"\orta fiate Metio costs

Heritage buildings, airport
works inflate costs of Metro
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Man arrested with 13kg
of weed at Delhi airport

HT Correspondent
hireporters@® endustantimes.oam

NEW DELHI: An Indian national
was arrested at Indira Gandhi
International Alrport on Sunday
with over 13 kg hydroponic
weed worth #4.83 crore, a cus-
toms officer said on Monday.

The flyer was returning from
Bangkok on an Air India flight
and was held near the X-ray
scanning counter.

"Based on his suspicions
movements, he was stopped
near the green channel. On
X-ray screening of baggage,
some susplclous images were
noticed. A detailed examination
of the bagaage led to the recov-
ery of the contraband weighing
nearly 13.84 kg and costing

around #4.83 crore.” the officer
said.

Hydroponic weed is a high-
potency form of cannabis culti-
vated using water-based nutri-
ent solutions rather than sail
and often commands a higher
price in the illicit market.

“Accordingly, the flyer was
arrested under the provisions of
the Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances Act, and the
contraband and packing mate-
rial were seized,” the official
said.

A probe is underway to ascer-
tain the source and intended
destination of the contraband
and to determine whether the
accused was linked to a larger
narcotics trafficking network,
the statement added.
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CISF seeks govt nod to set up facial
recognition cameras at 4 airports

Prawesh Lama

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The CISF has sought
the Union home ministry’s per-
mission to set up cameras witha
facial recognition system in at
least four airports — starting
with Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai
and Kolkata — which will help
identify fugitives and suspects
using the government’s data-
base.

At the foundation-laying cere-
mony of the new CISF headquar-
ters in New Delhi on Monday,
director general Praveer Ranjan
said, “There will be an integrated
Command and Control Centre
(ICCC) for vital installations and
afrports. As part of data fusion in
this centre, the government is
considering our proposal to have

AN OFFICER AWARE
OF THE MATTER
SAID CAMERAS
WILL BE PLACED AT
AIRPORT ENTRY
AND EXIT POINTS
TO HELP MONITOR
SUSPECTS

a facial recognition system at
four airports: Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata.”

While he did not specify
details about the proposed facial
recognition system, people
aware of the matter said cam-

eras with software capable of

matching faces of suspects (with
those in government's database)
will first be installed at the four

mentioned airports. The data
captured by cameras will then
connect to the CISF's Integrated
Command and Control Centre,
where it will be matched with
data of national security agen-
cies such as NATGRID.

“...The matter is still under
consideration. It 15 too early but
meetings have been held to
install such cameras at select
points within the airports and
also connect them with NAT-
GRID and other security plat-
forms. Not all cameras will
require this system. It will be
placed at locations such as entry
or exit points where suspects
must pass when entering the air-
port. It will help monitor sus-
pects who use airports for tran-
sit,” one officer aware of the dis-
cussion said.
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Ex-civil aviation secy
Kharola joins A-I's senior
management team

Former Civil Aviarlon Secretary Pradeep
Singh Kharola has jolned as an Executive
Advisor to Alr India Chalrman N Chan-
drasekaran and as a full-time member of
the loss-making airline's management
committee, according 1o an internal com-
munication. Kharola, who had served as
Alr India's Chalrman and Mansging Direc-
tor for over two years during the govern-
ment awnership, & jeining the airline’
senlor management team with Immediste
effect. Alr India, aoquired by the Tata
Group in January 2022, 1s facing multiple
headwinds and heavy losses. The carriers
CEG and MD Campbel] Wilsom has put I
his papers and wil be lesving in the
coming months. M
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Al Names Former Aviation
Secy Adviser to Chairman

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Adr India has appoin-
ted former civil avialion sscretary
Pradeep Singh Kharolaas executi-
ve adviser to chairman N Chand-
rasckaran.

Eharola will be afull member of
the company’s Management eun-
mittee and is expocted to play akey
role in the appointment of a new
chief executive officer by the Tata
Group-owned airline. lneumbent
CEQ Campbell Wilson had, in
April, annowncesd his decision 1o
slep down. BT had reported on
Kharola's appoinoment on Febru-
aryli.

“With my tehure in its final
months, his expericnee will be in-
valuable in ensuring & smooth lea-
dership transition to the new
CEOQ” Wilson said in an internal
mesthio, reviewed by BT Air India's
chief commervial offieer, Nipun

Agrarwal, romains the frontrun-
tict to roplace Wilson.

Kharola, a 19685-batch LAS officor,
18 expoctod toplay a kew rale in lea-
ding Air India’s communication
with the povernment as theairline
faces severe regulatory scrutiny
and aleadershipehurn.

Fharnla, who was the eivil avia-
tion seeretary from Febroary 2019
o Septembor 22, lod the privati-
sation of AirIndia, eventually les
ding to the airline’s talkeover by
the Tatas inJanuary 2022, He also
hada stintas Air Tndia chairman,

Efforts o turn around A Tndia
by the Tata Group have hita hund-
I as the company grapples with
mounting leszes, which more than
doubled to 25,606 crote In FY26.
While high fucl prices have made
many long-haul routes unviable,
the closure of Pakistani airspace
has forced Adr India planes to take
longer routes for Burope  amd
MNorth America-bournd Mights.
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Flight seats to
Southeast Asia
dip 12% in June

MITIM KUMAR
New Delhi, June 22

AIRLIMES OPERATING
BETWEEN India and three of
Sostheast Azia’s largest travel
markets-Thailand, Singapom
and Malaysia-cut seat capacity
by 12 3% yrar-on-yearin fume,
reducing avallability by more
than 94,000 seats despite the
region's continued popularity
among Indian travellers.

Datafromaviation analyt-
s Tirm DA G shiows ¢ ormliingd
seat capacity on routes con
necting India with the three
countries fiell 1.2, 3% year-on
year to 674,245 sealsin Juns
2026 from 768,678 seats a
yearcarber Thedecline comes
despite the continued popu
larity of Southeast Asia
among Indian leisure and
business travellens.

Thailand, India's second
largest international aviation
market after the UAE, s seat
capacity decline 10.3% to
166,490 seats in June from
197,058 a yearago. Capacity
between Indiaand Singapore,
the third -larnrest overseasmar
ket for Indiam traveflers,
droppad 13.3% to 249,286
seats from 284,194, Malwy ska
recomded the steepest declime,

T

SQUEEZE

indin-Thalland, Singapome
and Malayuo seat capacity

ool L5 Vi i hume

sCombined | mMalaysa saw
capacityon | thesharpest
the three decline at
routes 154%, followed
droppedto | by Singapore
674,245 seats | at113% and
from 768,478 | Thailand at
ayenrearier | 105%

with seat availabilit ¥ fallin E
15.4% to 158,469 seats from
187 426,

The reduction marks ashift
im il ime et work planning at
a time when intcrmational
travel demand from India
remalns strong.

Continved on Page &

Flight seats to
Southeast Asia..._

OAG DATA SHOWS India's
overall seat capacity lnersased
9.6% year-on-year o nearly
7.8 milllon ssars in June, Indi-
catn g that airfines are direct
ing additional  capacity
towards other ovemseas mar
kets rather than traditional
Southeast Asian destunations

Industry executmes
atteibute the trend partly to
fleet constraints across the
sector Delays inalreeaft diellv-
eries, engine-related ground
ngs aruh:llrpl}' chain |!isr|.|p
tlions have forced aidines to
deploy available aircraft more
solecdvely, proritsing routes
that offer stronge: vields and
better reEurns

Thechanging capaoty mix
v alsore] sibl e in bong- laul rar-
kets, Capacity between India
and the UK rose nrarl}' 1 By
YEAr-on-year in June, suggest-
inrl; airlines are irerrai.ingl:r
allocating alrorafi to sectors
that r:,rp':n ||]-'H['I'II.'I‘-\|:I:‘ hi; ,h!r
reveriues than shaort-haul
lef sarme route s

The latest numbers bndi-
cate a moderation after the
rapid post- pandemiic expan-
sonwimessed across South-
eanl Asia i-'nlh“uing the
reppening of internatomal
travel, destinations such as
Thalland, Singapore and
Malaysia experienced a sharp
rebound in Dndian towurisy
armivals, prompiing airlines to
add frequencies and deploy
additional eapacity o cagture

pent-updemarnd

That growth phase now
appears 1o be easing. The
simuitaneousdecline across all
three key Southeast Asian mar
ket s sujgpests 3 bmader recall-
bmationofcapacity mther than
destinatlon-spee il eweak nes.
Whitle demand for travel to the
region remaing healthy, air
lines appear to be adopting a
more measured zp!'rrnq:h o
capacity deployment amid
nr'urr;ninn.:l constraints and

hasil ng nepwork priorities,

Evenwith the reductions,
Thalland and Singapore con
tinue to rank amang India's
largest intsrnational okt lon
markets, wedemooring the
rr-gi oy 5wt ra.tt'g'ir irnptlrl.nn e
forboth alrlines and ravellers,

However, the latest data
supgets that Southeast Asia
is contributing a smaller
shane af India's mternational
aviaton growth than it did
in the immediate post-pan-
demic years,
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Kharola
rejoins Air
India in key
advisory role

AKBAR MERCHAMNT
Murmibai, June 22

PRADEEF 5INGH KHAROLA,
formier chairman and manag
Ing director of Alr india
betore ifs privatmation, has
mjolned the Tata Group-
ovned airline as executive
director to the dhalmian with
immediate effect. sgnalling
the start of a piamlrrl leader-
thip transition at the carrer
Announcing,

the appoint-

ment, A

-~
kw it

Indis
] a nd
] 4 Managing
! (] t
= | I ITECtor
-

Camphell
Wilson =aid
Pradeep Singh Kharola's
Kharola, former expericnce

covil aviation wionld e
s cfetary Invaluable
as the aidine
prepares for

achange in ledership.

With my temure in s
final months, his sperience
will be critical in ensuring a
smooth transition to a new
CEQ" Wilson said in a mes
wage Lo employees,

Aformer civil aviation sec
retary and seasoned bures-
crat, Kharola will work closcly
with &ir India Chairman N,
Chandmselamn and the air-
ling's leadership team. He
previously Jed Alr India
between 2017 and 2019
before  mowing 1o e
Mimistry of Chal Aviation,
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Air India weighing more flight reductions

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHI: Air India is consid-
ering a long-term reduction in
the number of flights it operates,
by up to 30%, as part of its effort
to return to profitability, officials
at the Tata Group-owned airline
said.

The Air India group, as per
data by Cirium- an aviation ana-
Iytics company, has already
reduced the number of flights it
operates since March, from
34481 Nlights to 27736 in June, a
nearly 20% reduction, but these
cuts were expected to be tempo-
rary. The officials said the airline
will now restructure its flights,
perhaps restart some of the ones
it has suspended since March,
but suspend others. Overall, an
up to 30% reduction would
mean its monthly flights go
down by around 10,344 flights.

Air India group runs full ser-
vice Air India and low cost Air
India Express.

Air India’s loss is estimated at
nearly ¥27,000 crin FY26. minT

Air India is expected to
declare a loss of almost 27,000
crore in 2025-26, a year in which
it saw the unfortunate crash of
AlLI71 that killed 260 people, and
a spike in operational costs on
account of fuel prices and ﬂlght
path diversions foroed upon it by
the war in West Asia.

HT learns that Tata Sons, the
holding company, has pushed
Air India to cut costs and focus
on profitability.

“The plan to restructure oper-
ations was discussed as one of

the options in the Tata Sons
board meeting,” one of the offi-
cials cited above said, asking not
to be named.

A detailed query sent to Air
India and Tata Sons on Friday
did not elicit a response.

As part of the plan, the airline
will also look at gradually phas-
ing out of older planes or use
them for fewer {lights because
thase are expensive to operate as
compared to newer ones, a sec-
ond official said, asking not to be
named. On many key routes, the
airline is also considering merg-
ing [lights, this person added.
“Focus, essentially, is on profita-
bility.”

A third official said the airline
was prioritising operational sta-
bility over growth. “The focus is
on strengthening the network by
flying routes that generate better
returns, Expansion can resume
once the airline is financially sta-
ble.” the official said on condi-
ton of anonymity.

Bloomberg reported on June
12 that the airline is also in talks

with Airbus and Boeing to defer
deliveries to a later date; the air-
line has orders of around 500
aircraft with the two companies,
and its peak deliveries were
scheduled in 2027-28,

A reduction in the number of
flights operated by Air India, will
impact passenger growth and
fares,

As per latest data by the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion, the Air India group hasa
domestic market share of 24.7%.

Kapil Kaul, CEO & director
CAPA India said, “Cost pressures
continue to remain severe due to
factors such as currency depreci-
ation, high fuel costs and air-
space closures. With demand
also softening and Q2 being an
off-season period, short-term
network rationalisation is both
imperative and logical. Contin-
ued geopolitical uncertainty
adds to the challenges. Reducing
losses and conserving cash will
need to be the key focus areas
driving decisions across air-
lines.”
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Kharola returns to Air India
as executive advisor

Pradeep Singh Kharola, who served as Air India’s
Chairman and Managing Director before the
airline’s privatisation, has returned to the carrier
as executive advisor to the chairman with
immediate effect. Mr. Kharola, a former
Secretary in the Ministry of Civil Aviation and a
veteran civil servant, will work closely with Air
India Chairman N. Chandrasekaran and the
airline’s leadership team. Air India CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson said Mr. Kharola's experience
would be critical as the airline prepares for a
leadership transition. “With my tenure in its final
months, his experience will be invaluable in
ensuring a smooth leadership transition to a new
CEO,” Mr. Wilson said.
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Kharolaback in Air
India top brass amid

CEO transition

dipali bankaghirvernant com
KL A

ir India has bronght
bk Frermesr bk rmam
and rsarsging cinectos

Pradevp Singh Rharela to s
ST A e, sig
ralllang the start of a |||:||||||-1|
leadership transition as chief
executive Chmipbell 'Wilson
nears the end ofhis tenure.

In o message 1o emplovecs
on Mondwy evening, Wilson
unmowmeed that Kharoks will

Josdn the sdeline sith drromes Hade
— . L]

Tt ms “ewecnitive advisor to
v chairmnn” anid “hevome 5
Tull memberal Adr India's man-
agement commities”

Tata Sons chalrman N,
Chandrasckairan is also the
chairman of Alr [ndia.

Khsaroka returiis o A Iz
aftera g career in pulsdic ser
vier, He previosly served as
the airline’s elairman and
mamiging director between
2007 rued 2009 hefome moving
om {0 become secretany inthe
imilnkstiy ol cvil

Pradeep Singh Kharota o]

e o i CEO, " sarid Wilson
i D s, seen by Wi,

Abr Indin licl ot Linvemeli-
ately respond to Minds query
on Fharola's appointment.

Thisisa erucinl perind for Alir
Trclicy as i ds by ohee el ol a
g fleed refurbishiment plan
i isadsesearebimg fora new
CED. Wilson Is serving his
natice peerioed aral Is Hkely (o
feave in Seplember,

The airline is also facing
fnancind challenges, Adr India ks

estimimted o have

aviation. In that Airindia is in repsarted i loss of
role, he was the middle of nearly 53 billion

closely Involved amajor fleet in FY 286, bt by

i IIt!r :;:ilml'n':- refurbishment forex l;.'“m'l."ir

" > Hares d -4 il s
privatize the  PRASNdISal0 T
rational carrior, o searching lora CoEly, Mint
proscess that cul- new CEO repoedenrlier. It

minated in the
Tata Group's Air
Tmvclin scoqueisition fn HE2.
The Ecomomic Tinees hind
resporied the appolniment of
Kharolyon 17 Febrary,
“Praip i no stranger o Alr
Inselim,”™ Wil saied i the o,
nililing that Kharola's oxper
e wiskibid B viluabde to thee
wirline s it navigmtes a leadier-
shiptmansition. Witk oy tenore
by s sl months, s expen-
wipe will s ivahable b s
imyg wsmsoth leacership trnes

is thee lnrgest loss
making entity in
thve Tata group,

M hile, Sinmgapore Air-
lines, which ownsa 25 1% in Alr
Tnclic, Fas takoenh a more active
role b the laiter's operitions,
wilhseveral executives hiving
mieword initio semior positionsat
Nir Ineia, These include Jeop-
emy Yew, who oversees engi-
neering and maintenance, ad
COC Basil Kwauk, both of
sl biadl previously worked
il Singapore Afrines.
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Air India to operate direct flights from Guwahati
to Dubai, Abu Dhabi from August 4: Himanta

TONY DAS
B Guwahati

Air India will commence
direct flights from Guwahati
to Dubai and Abu Dhabi from
August 4, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said on Monday.

Announcing the develop-
ment in a post on X, Sarma
said the new services would
connect Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International Airport
to four countries — the UAE,
Thailand, Singapore and
Bhutan.

“Opening new avenues to
connect Assam to the global
community! just days after EU
member states lifted their
travel advisory for Assam, |
am happy to share that from
August 4, Air India will com-
mence direct flights from
Guwahati to Dubai and Abu
Dhabi," he said.

With the launch of the
non-stop services, Guwahati
airport will now have direct
international connectivity to
four countries, the Chief
Minister said.

“My next goal is to com-
mence direct services to

Opening new avenues to connect Assam to the

global community! Just days after EU member
states lifted their travel advisory for Assam, | am
happy to share that from August 4, Air India will
commence direct flights from Guwahati to Dubai
and Abu Dhabi

— HIMANTA BISWA SARMA, CHIEF MINISTER

Vietnam, and | will keep
you posted on that”
Sarma added.

He said the new flights
would provide a major boost
to the state's efforts to
position Guwahati as a key
travel and transit hub for
Southeast Asia.

On Saturday, Sarma had
said in a Facebook Live
session that European Union
(EU) member states, follow-
ing Australia and Japan,
had revised their travel advi-
sories and removed restric-
tive guidance for their citi-
zens visiting Assam.
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