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Daman to join India’s
aviation map from June

297 Crore Facility
To Open With Delhi
And Mumbai Links

Surat: Daman s o0 1o seriph &
new chapter in its connectivity
story, with o Rs O7-crore civil
alrport ready for inauguration
n earty June likely by PM Na-
e Modi, ard s first com
mercial fight scheduled to de-
jurrt for Delhl, reports Vishal
Patadiva. The new airport in
the coastal Union lerritory of
Draclra il Nagar Havell and
Daman and Diu will initialky
be linked 0 Dedhi, Mumbat
and Ahmedabad, significantly
improving access for mourists
and induestry in Soath Gujarat

The first light on the ope-
ning day is expected fo be ope
roted on the Daman-Delhi sec-
lor, Conpectivity o Mumilai
and Ahmmedabd will Ballow so-
onafter

T alrport has come up
on & 1,00 kakh sguane metre s,

MoU with AAI
signed

rContinued from P1

was huilt, Daman had

an alrstrip adminis-
tered by the Indian Copst
Guord., After the alrport be
eomes fully operational, its
management will be taken
over by the Airports Author-
ity of India{AAl.

W have sligned an Mol
with AAL which will be re-
sponsible  for operations
and maintenance. Initially
thie Surat airport director
hns been entrusted with this
responsibility” the official
sad

*“We are awaiting confir-
mation from FMOfor the in
Buguration,”

According o S0urces,
Alliance Air is expected (o
operate Nights on the Da-
mman-Dhthl amd Mumbai-Di-
man-Ahmedabad routes

I ) efore the new facility

The terminal will have 12 chedkein
counters, with provishon to expand
them to 16

with a terminal buikiing spre-
il over 5460 square metres 11
isastateof- the-art facility with
mindern amenities” an official
pelvy 1o the develogiment said,
"“The waiting ares can acoom-
milate 0 passengers and the
re is a VIP loungs for 16 per-
sona” The terminal will have
12 cheeck-in eountes, with pro
vision to expand them to 16
The apron has parking spoce
for two AX3(-size nircraft, whi-
b the parking area can accomi-
modate 57 cars, the alicial sa-
il

wContinued on P 5
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TWO HELD WITH
<3.05 CR DRUGS
AT HYD AIRPORT

bC
HYDERABAD, MAY 20

DRI-Hyderabad officers inter-
cepted two Indian passengers
arriving from Bangkok at the
Shamshabad airport and
seized 8.705 kgs of hydroponic
ganja, valued at approximately
23,05 crore in the illicit mar-
ket.

The passengers were arrest-
ed under NDPS Act, 1985. Du-
ring an examination of their
checked-in baggage, 24 black
coloured packets containing
the narcotic concealed inside
insulated water bottles, a pota-
to snack tin, and multiple food
containers were recovered.
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Centre: Symptomatic
travellers must report
to airports authorities

diarrhoea, unex-

Rhythma Kaul

lettersi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union ministry of
health and family welfare has
issued an advisory directing
symptomatic travellers coming
from, or transiting through,
high-risk countries for Ebola
Virus Disease (EVD) to report to
airport health authorities.

The advisory issued by the
health ministry’s directorate
general of health services
(DGHS) has listed three coun-
tries as high risk: the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Uganda, and
South Sudan.

“Attention passengers coming
form or transiting through
affected countries: Passengers
who have travelled from coun-
tries reporting Ebola Virus Dis-
ease—DR Congo, Uganda, and
South Sudan (High Risk Coun-
try)— and are experiencing any
of the following symptoms must
take immediate action,” read the
advisory from the DGHS.

Symptoms to watch out for
include fever, weakness or
fatigue, headache, muscle pain,

vomiting,
plained bleeding, and sore
throat. In addition, the advisory
asked passengers who have had
direct contact with the blood or
body fluids of a person suspected
or confirmed to have Ebola Virus
Disease to self-report.

“Immediately report to the
airport health officer or health
desk before immigration clear-
ance,” read the advisory.

Also, the directive said that
any passenger developing symp-
toms within 21 days of arrival
should immediately seek medi-
cal care and inform health care
authorities about their travel his-
tory.

“Any traveller developing
above mentioned symptoms
within 21 days of arrival should
immediately seek medical care
and also inform health care
authorities about their travel his-
tory. Please cooperate with
health screening and public
health measures in the interest
of passenger safety and Interna-
tional Health Regulations
(THR)," read the health ministry
advisory.
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CM announces Uber
ride-sharing from IGI

Aaditya Khatwani

aaditya khatwani@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Chief minister
Rekha Gupta announced on Fri-
day that app-based cab operator
Uber will provide ride-sharing
facility from Terminal-3 of the
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) airport starting Friday.

Delhi environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa told HT
that the Delhi government held
discussions with Ola, Rapido,
and other ride service providers,
and they were also expected to
start the ride share facility
within a month.

“We have been following up
with all private operators to start
ride sharing. To reduce pollution
in Delhi, it is necessary that peo-
ple share rides. The facility was
discontinued due to the Covid-19
pandemic. After several meet-

ings, Uber and other ride opera-
tors have agreed to implement it
again,” Sirsa said at the launch.

He added that ride share facil-
ities from the airport would not
only be convenient for travellers
and reduce pollution, but also
reduce fuel consumption.

Passengers arriving at Termi-
nal-3 can book Uber share rides
to destinations within Delhi.

Uber stated in a press release
that the ride conditions would
include “one seat per rider, one
standard-sized checked bag, and
one carry-on bag.”

“Airport routes are among the
busiest travel corridors in any
city. With Uber Share, we're giv-
ing riders a simpler and more
efficient way to travel from the
airport, while helping reduce the
number of vehicles on the road,”
said Uber's head of city opera-
tions in India, Gaurav Shardal.
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InterGlobe
Aviation gets
HC reliefin
GST case
HHAVINI MISHRA

Biovs Dolhi, 22 May

The Delhi High Court on
Fridsy restraired s sith-
ol fromm aking coercive
steps against  InledGobe
Aviation, which operales
IniGaAirdines, inadispule
invalving a goods s ser-
vices eax {GET) demand of
ey T8 amre.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tice Nitin Wisudeo Sambre
and Fustice Ajay Digpeail
observed af the prelim-
inary stage that Uhe amouink
receved by the aidine
appeired Lo be compensa-
Lory in mature and oot a
“supply” under GST .
The infedm  protection
caime while the cotrl con-
sidbered IndiGo’s claallemge
Lohan ok demand along with
an equivalent penaliy.

The dispute stems fom
aynils e by an over-
aeud aireralt enging manii-
[actuirer  afler  ocerain
engines sugiplied To the air-
line  allegedly developed
[auls during 2088-10 and
G-, lesding o gnourd-
ing of aircrafl. EncdsiGo said
the supplier later sued
crefil noles amounting o
moaghly T2000 rore o
ofBet bemes ariging [rom
rediced Bying hous and
buisiriess dismuiption.

The 13k department,
harwever, treated [he gay-
menlsas consideation foca
Laable service. Aocording
tothe mithorities, the aidine
had effeciively agresd o
“tolerate” deficiencies in
engine  performance  in
refim for compensaion,
afrsting GST under the
reverie change mecharmism
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HC Says No to “Coercive
Action’ AgainstIndiGo

InduBhan & Rashmi Rajput

New Delhi | Mumbai: The Delhi

High Court on Friday restrained
the central goods and service tax

department from taking any “co-
erciveaction against InterGlobe
Aviation, the parent of Indi1Go, In
connection with a ¥458 crore GS'T
demand on  compensation
recelved [rom foreign suppliers.
While seeking response irom

the department on InterGlobe’s
petition challenging the tax de-

mand and penalty, a division
bench of Justices Nitin Wasu-
deo Sambre and Ajay Digpaul
observed that the company pri-
ma facle demonstrated that the
amount recelved “was towards
compensation and could not be

termed as supply In any way
under the GST law.

The court will hear the case
further 1n August.

Stating that there 1s no risk to
revenue from giving protection
to the company, 1ts counsel V
Lakhsmikumaran said: 1 am
notgoingtorunaway...lpay mo-

re than ¥20,000 crore 1n a vear. 1
am solvent.”

Ikesh Nagpal, lead-1ndirect
tax at tax and consulting firm
AKM Global, termed the case
as “'significant because 1t pus-
hesbackagainsttheexpanding
use of the ‘tolerating an act
entryv under GST".

Tolerating an act under GST 1S
where an entity explicitly agre-
es for a tee or consideration to

3458-CRGSTDEMAND

The court

granted inte-
rimrelief

after prima facie ob-
serving thatthe amo-
unt received by IndiGo
Was compensation, not
supply under GST law

tolerate or permit another par-
ty’'s action, and 1t 1s classified as
a supply ot service.

The 1interim reliet granted by
the HC 1ndicates that the 1ssue
requires a deeper judiclal ex-
amination, on whether compen-
sation arising from contractual
fallure or non-performance can
be treated as considerationfora
taxable supply, he said.

“Thematter also brings intoto-
cus the broader debate on whet-
her every contractual payment

or financial adjustment can fall
within the GST net merely be-

cause there 1s a tlow of money
between parties. The final judg-
ment could become an 1mpor-
tant reference 1n determining
how far the concept of ‘supply’
can be stretched under GST, par-
ticularly in the context of cont-

ractual compensation, damages
and business l0ss recoveries,”

according to Nagpal.

224 MAY 2026
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Delhi-Bengaluru Air India
flight suffers tail strike

An Air India flight suffered a tail strike while
landing at the Kempegowda International Airport
(KIA) in Bengaluru on Thursday. Flight AI2651,
operating from Delhi to Bengaluru, experienced
a tail strike during landing. Airline officials said
that the aircraft landed safely following which all
passengers and crew disembarked. The incident
occurred around 11 a.m. The aircraft was
grounded for a detailed inspection, and the
return flight was cancelled.
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HC shields
IndiGoin
3458-crore
GST dispute

T T
raha. yadaaibvemint com

HEW OELHI

e Deelhi High Cour on
T Friday protected Inter-

Crlastwe Aviathon, which
operates IndiGo, from coer-
lon over a 145826
ks and services wx
almanch linked o com-
pensatkn rece [ved from afor
elgn engine supplier,

A diviskon bimeh of Justices
Nitin Wasndes Sambee and
Ajay Dilgpan kssnien] notics to
the GST department and
grammted interim projectionio
the nddline-after observing that,
jrima facie, the smouni
reeedved by LimdiGio, appearsd
1o b i “eompensation”, and
it " snpigl v

Lonchion's Evrpreest selefline urgned
{ha there was oo risd o reve
vt anil ne nesd for coercive
recoviery becaise the alrline
wats fnanclally sand

I am not golng to run
away. | pay more than
E20,000) erores | 3 vear,”
remarked V., Lakshmikooms-
ran, Inditio's counsel, while
atlilressing concerms oves salie-
marding revenie. “Thendone,
thie gquestion of safismuanling
U= piey i — i pireshalisen, no
Issune af alL [ am solvent,”™ he
adided,

T aser idites o FYE anald
FY20, when engine deflecis
Toaved] LndiGio to grosusd some
alreralt for salety reasons. To
miakie up For these losses, the
foreign  engine supplier
ertered Do an ar range sl
with Tt o nod kesied credi
notes worth aroundd 12000
crofe. Insimple terms, these
credit notes worked 1iie cou-
pensation for the airline’s
losses that were cassed by
proirded abrerafi

For an eaterifesd pevsion of
teda sty gofor Iy oot coamn.
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Delhi HC grants interim protection to IndiGo
from coercive action over 2458 cr GST demand

The dispute relates to compensation paid by the foreign supplier after engine
malfunctions during 2018-19 and 2019-20 forced IndiGo to ground aircraft

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High

agreement, the supplier tssued
Court on Priday granted interim

cular, the airline said payments
credit notes worth around Bs

for breach or non-performance

protection to InterGlobe Avia-
tion, owner of IndiGo Airines,
against coercive action over a
GST demand of about Rs 458
crare linked 0 compensation
received from a forelgn aircraft
engine supplier.

A Division Bench of Justices
Witin Wasudeo Sambre and Ajay
Drigpaul observed that, prima
facte, the amount received by
IndiGo appeared o be “com-
pensation” and not “supply”
under GST law.

The Court was hearing the

4

atrlines plea challenging the tax
demand and an equivalent pen-
alty. The dispute relates to com-
pensation paid by the loreign
supplier after engine malfune-
tions during 2018-19 and 2019-
20 forced IndiGo to ground
atreraft. Under a supplementary

2,000 crore 1o offset loss of fly-
ing hours and business.

The tax department argued
that IndiGo had effectively
agreed to “wolerate” the suppli-
er’s failure to meet performance
benchmarks, making the pay-
ment taxable under the reverse
charge mechanism.

Senior advocate V Lakshmi-
kurmaran, a ing for IndiGo,
argued thfl:PE-; af'mrunt Wils
compensation for kses and not
consideration for any service.

Relying on a 2022 CBIC ar-

cannol automatically be treated
as taxable supply.

IndiGe further argued that
even il considered a service,
the transaction would qual-
ify as export of service since
PE}ITII:]'II was received in for-
elgn exchange from an over-
seas entily.

After hearing the matter, the
Court directed that no coer-
cive action be taken against
the airline. The case will be
heard further after the court
vacalion. AGERCIES
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Twin
Air India
scares

New Delhi: An Air India air-
craft from Bengaluru made
an emergency landing at the
Delhl alrport because of sus-
pected engine fire on Thurs-
day evening, while another
alreraft of the alrline, with 181
passengers onboard, suffered
a tall strike during landing
at the Bengaluru airport on
Thursday morning.

The crew from Bengaluru
followed all standard oper-
ating procedures and landed
the alreraft safiely at the Delhi
alrport. All passengers and
crew wers safe and had disem-
barked normally, the alrline
sald In o statement.

The A320 aircraft was
operating the flight AI2802
from Bengalury to Delhi.
“During the airerafi’s final
approach into Delhi, the
cockplt crew recelved a flro
Indication from one of the
engines. The indication was
subsequently conflrmed as
true,” the statoment sald.
Sources sald there wWere more
than 160 people onboard the
alreraft.

The second alreraft with
181 passengers was operating
the fight AT2651 from Delhi
to Bengaluri. An Alr India
spokesperson said the plane
*axperienced a tail-strike dur-
inglanding™

A source sald the plane ex-
perienced “wake turbulence”
when it was close to land, fiol-
lowing which the phot declded
to perform a go-arcund ma-
noewvre, During the manoen-
vre, there was a tall strike, the
souree addod.

I
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Fire scare: Flight makes emergency landing

Times News NeETwoRk

/ ir India's Bengaluru-
,'\ Delhi flight made
A emergency landing at
Delhi airport Thursday
night following an engine fi-
re warning. All 180 passeng-
ers and crew on board safely
deboarded.

A source said pilots of
Al's A321 received afire war-

ning just before landing aro-
und 9.30pm. The same was
extinguished after landing.

BENGALURU-DELHI

The aircraft was towed from
the IGI Airport runway.

A DGCA team has laun-
ched an investigation into
the incident.

The emergency landing

comes barely hours after
another Al flight on Delhi-
Bengaluru route suffered a
tail strike at KIA.

Alissues statement

About the fire incident, Al
said in a statement that the
crew followed all standard
operating procedures and
landed the aircraft safely at
theairport.
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