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Proposal to turn 700-acre HAL airport into global aerospace hub

10-year plan for
defence-civil-space
corridor at HAL
Aerospace City District

—————

BENGALURU, DHNS

Government of Karnataka

(GoK) undertaking has pro-

osed an ambitious 10-year

plan to transform the HAL Old Air-

portareaintoaglobal aerospace hub,

aiming to position Bengaluruamong

the world’s top aviation centres by
2036,

The proposal, titled *HAL Aero-
space Renaissance Masterplan
(2026-2036)", recommends redevel-
oping nearly 700 acresof Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) land into

anext-generation aerospace innova-
tion district. It envisions creating a
USD 20 billion aerospace economy
within adecade.

According to the document sub-
mitted by the Karnataka State Indus-
trialand Infrastructure Development
Corporation (KSIIDC) and the State
Policy and Planning Commission,
the project seeks support from the
Union government for regulatory
clearances, infrastructure funding,
and a supportive policy framework.

The masterplan outlinesa 10-vear
roadmap to establish the HAL Aero-
space City District as India’s first inte-
grated defence—civil-space corridor.
Key initiatives include the creation
of advanced manufacturing clusters
forairframes, engines, avionics, com-
posites,and rotoreraft; development
of HAL air mobility campuses; and
the launch of a global training and
skilling academy.

The proposal also emphasises

2026-29: 2029-33: 2033-36:

Regulatory approvals, Development of Full integration of civil,
land-use optimisation, MRO clusters, smart  defence, and space aviation
and infrastructure hangars, and digital  systems, along with green
groundwork. aviationsystems.  energy adoption.

building a strong ecosystem by in-
volving global aviation majors such
as Airbus, Boeing, Embraer, Rolls-
Royce, GE Aerospace, and Safran,
alongside Indian institutions, includ-

lﬁtﬂﬂnﬁmmm“

ing the Indian Air Force, DRDO, and
ISRO).

It recommends a diversified fund-
ing model comprising government
investment, public-private part-

nerships (PPPs), global collabora-
tions, and sovereign green finance
instruments.

The Karnataka State Policy and
Planning Commission, which moot-
ed the proposal, expects the project
togenerate over two lakh high-skilled
jobs and elevate Bengaluru into the
world’s top five aerospace cities by
2036. The document highlights
alignment with national priorities
such as defence modernisation,
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, and aviation
self-reliance.

“The HAL Aerospace Renaissance
Masterplan is a national capabili-
ty-acceleration platform, not merely
a state-level initiative. It directly ad-
vances India'sdefence preparedness,
aviation self-reliance, clean energy
transition, and global aerospace
competitiveness,” said S Mohanadass
Hegde, amember of the commission,
in his report submitted to Chief Sec-
retary Shalini Rajneesh.
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Home Ministry blocks foreign CEOs

for airports, Jewar Airport launch hit

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: The Union home
ministry has rejected a pro-
posal o amend rules that
would have allowed a foreign
national to serve as chief exec-
utive of a grcrnﬁrld airport, a
decision that directly affects the
upcoming Noida International
Airport al Jewar, officials famil-
iar with the matter said.

Current regulations man-
date that the CEO of a green-
field airport in India must be
an Indian citizen, primarily on
aviation security grounds, A
request lo relax this rule was
sent by the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS), the avi-
ation security regulator under
the civil aviation ministry, but
was declined. “The home min-
istry is not in favour of allowing
expatriates to head greenfield
airports)’ an official said.

The decision narrows
aptions for the Noida Interna-
tional Airport, which is being
developed and will be oper-

ated by Yamuna International
Adrport Pyt Ltd, a subsidiary
of Switzerand-based Zurich
Adrport International AG. The
airports current CEQ, Chris-
toph Schnellmann, is a Swiss
national. In the worst-case sce-
nario, officials indicated, the
operator may have to appoint
an Indian national to the role.

The issue has also emerged
as a hurdle to the airport’s oper-
ational readiness. Although the
airport has received its aero-
drome licence, a key clear-
ance—the Aerodrome Security
Programme (ASP)}—remains
pending. Offictals said the CEO

has neither received mandatory
security clearance from the
home ministry nor been vet-
ted by BCAS, both of which are
required for airport executives.

A spokesperson for the air-
port said the operator is work-
g closely with BCAS to secure
approval for the ASP. “Follow-
ing this, we will coordinate
with stakeholders to finalise
timelines for the commence-
ment of commereial opera-
tions. Our focus is on ensuring
that all systems and processes
are aligned lor a safe and effi-
cient launch” the spokesper-
son said, without commenting

on the CEO's dearance status.

The requirement stems
from a BCAS aviation secu-
rity (AVSEC) order issued on
17 January 2011, which stipu-
lates that the CEQ of Indian
nationality at every greenfield
atrport will act as the security
coordinator responsible for
implementing aviation secu-
nty measunes,

Officials said the matter
has been under discussion for
several years, In 2022, a show-
catse notice was issued to the
airport operalor for non-com-
pliance with the AVSEC order,
and a proposal 1o amend the
rules was initiated, though it
did not reach a conclusion.

The Noida International
Alrport, located in Jewar near
Greater Noida, was inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on 28 March,
However, following the home
ministry’s decision, uncertainty
remains over the timeline for
the commencement of com-

mercial ﬂlghi operations,
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Old foreign CEO rule delays
operations at Noida airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

THE start of long-delayed com-
mercial operations at the Noida
International Alrport (NIA) is
set to be pushed further, with
the Ministry of Home Affairs
declining a proposal to amend a
15-year-old rule barring foreign
nationals from heading new air-
ports, a government source
said. The chief executive offic.
er at a Greenfield airport also
serves as the security coording-
tor, making it a sensitive posi-
tion. NIA currently has a Swiss
CED, Christoph Schnellmann.

The project is being executed
by Yamuna International Air-
port Private Limited, a subsidi-
ary of Zurich Airport Interna-
tional AG, making it India’s
first airport run by a 100% for-
eign entity

42011 order by the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security man-
dates that the CEQ of every
Greenfield airport must be an
Indian national and act as the
security coordinator, responsi-
ble for implementing aviation
security measures. An official
said the BCAS cannot grant
clearance unless the Home Min-

Istry approves any relaxation.

The airport was inaugurated
by P Narendra Modi on March
28, with expectations of opera-
tions starting soon. The Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
had granted the aerodrome 1i-
cence on March 6. However,
sources said the second phase
of security clearance—the Aer-
odrome Security Programme
(ASP)—remains pending.

“The ASP documents the se-
curity framework and contin-

gency plans in case of emer-
gencies,” a source said.

Rezponding to gueries, the
airport said in a statement,
“We are working closely with
the BCAS to secure approval
for the ASE Following this, we
will coordinate with all stake-
holders to finalise timelines for
the commencement of com-
mercial operations. Our efforts
are focused on ensuring that all
systems, processes, and person-
nel are fully aligned to deliver
a safe, efficient, and seamless
start of operations.”

Officials indicated that the
airport may need to appoint an
Indian CEQ or explore alterna-
tive arrangements with the
government. A Home Ministry
official declined to comment,
while BCAS Director General
Rajesh Nirwan did not respond
to repeated calls,

Airport was inavgurated by PM on March 28

The airport was inaugurated by PM Narendra Modi on March 28,
with expectations of operations starting soon. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation had granted the aerodrome licence on
March 6. However, sources said the second phase of security

clearance—the Aerodrome Security Programme—remains pending.
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Plan to turn HAL airport
into mega aviation hub

ManuAiyappa.Kanathanda
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The state govt is
preparing a 10-vear blueprint
to turn HAL airport campus
in Bengaluru into an integrat-
ed defence-civil-space aviation
district, positioning the city
among the world’s leading
aerospace hubs.

HAL Aerospace Renais-
sance Masterplan (2026-2036),
prepared by Karnataka State
Policy and Planning Commis-
sion (KSPPC) and submitted
to chief secretary Shalini Ra-
jneesh for central clearance,
proposes redeveloping nearly
700 acres into a unified ecosys-
tem combining military avia-
tion, commereial operations,
space mobility and emerging
technologies. If cleared, the
project aims to place Bengal-
uru alongside global centres
such as Toulouse, Hamburg
and Seattle by 2036.

The plan proposes a joint
state-centre implementation
authority tofast-track approv-
als, manage land use and co-
ordinate across ministries. A
digital control tower is also

SET TO SPREAD
WINGS? The state
govt admits the
proposal hinges
on clearance
from the Centre

envisaged to track mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul
output, R&D activity, and
clean energy adoption.

But the proposal hinges on
central approval since the air-
port is administered by the
ministry of defence. In a com-
munication to the infrastruc-
ture development department,
officials said, “any decisions
regarding its redevelopment,
land-use optimization, and
integration with broader aer-
ospace innovation activities
must be taken at the level of
the defence ministry.”

Officials also suggested
aligning the project with the
Chennai-Bengaluru Industri-
al Corridor and the Bengalu-
ru-Mumbai Economic Corri-
dor to strengthen trade and
logistics networks.

Mohandas Hegde, KSPPC
member, said that if executed
through a PPP or joint venture

with global aerospace majors
and national institutions, the
project could generate over $20
billion in economic output
and create more than two lakh
high-skilled jobs.

The blueprint suggests a
key pillar is a Safran-led main-
tenance, repair and overhaul
(MRO) ecosystem and an In-
dia-based MB88 engine facility
for Rafale jets. It also proposes
co-manufacturing airto-sur-
face weapons with Bharat
Electronics Ltd.

The district will integrate
civil aviation, defence and
space-linked systems, while
introducing urban air mohil-
ity such as electric vertical
take-off and landing (eVTOL)
air taxis and autonomous plat-
forms with dedicated testing
corridors. The plan includes a
HAL Global Training and
Skilling Academy to train
20,000 technicians annually.
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Al'mulls 15-207% flight cuts on
fuel cost, operational hurdles

PROFIT DRAG. Deeper cuts seen in global routes as longer flight times impact aircraft use

—
Rohit Vaid
M Dl

After reportedly posting a
loss of around t’lzlu,uw Crore
(824 billion) In FY24, the
Tara Group-led Abr India is
planning o curtall opera-
tions amid riging jer fuel
prices and operal chal-
Imﬂu, Indusery sources told
hustiressline.

According to the sources,
the airline iz evaluar
20 per cent reduct In
flight operations, while ar
the Group level, the currail-
mient may be 10-15 per cent.

Alr Indis did not respond
oo gueries on the ed
review of its flight s
despite multiple messages
and e-mails.

The proposed cur could
i r preore than 100
m the over 1,100 daily
services operated by Alr In-
dia Group.

On 2 standalone basis, Alr
Indla ocorrently operates
more than 700 flights dail
serving multiple dnmmﬂ
amd lur.erm‘nnﬂnl
destinations.

The ed move is ex-
pmedﬁl;uﬁm alrfares and

SCALING BACK. The proposed cut could impact more than
100 flights out of the ower 1,100 daily services operated by the
Air India Group

capacity doring the peak

travel season.

FARE EFFECT

Sources sald intermational
routes are expected mw bear
the hrunt the cuts a8
higher operating costs wekgh
on abrerafi wilisaton and
POATe econOmics.

The airdine has been re-
viewing capaciry depln:,r—
ment acrods s network in
response o mounting operd-
thonal pressares, pastiealarly
Of OVErseas roales,

In terms of sectors, the

prnpc-ned rediserion ks expee-
try be concentrated

Ia:Ee]:. on long-hanl routes
Europe and North
Amierica,

Industry execurives sabd
airspace  diversions and
route adjustments have in-
creased fiving times on sev-
eral corridors, aff fleet
urilisation and limiring the
number of rotations aircraft
can perform within a given
ad‘l.e];euleqldu. i

“Mlreraft are s
more time in the ﬂrp?or:izﬁ
same route, which directly

affects urilisstion and net-
waork efficiency,” an industry
execurive familisr with the
developments said.

FUEL D'RAG

Besides, elevated aviazion
turbine fuel prices have ad-
ded pressure on operating
MArging.

Fuel remaing among the
st CoST components for
imes, md sustained price

Increases are prompring car-
rlers 1o reassess route viabil-
ity and frequency plannin

T:F."-F-mm sabd the nmE. Is
being framed internally as
network Esation, not a
pulTback from expansion.

The airline iz identifiing

routes where temporary fre-
quency cuis or schedule
tweaks can improve costeffi-
cheney  while  maintainkng
connectivity. The final call
onthe miay be taken
ar the Wﬂmﬂrﬁg alared

fior earky My,

W'hil::: Ll?amaﬂt FouLEs
neay see selective rweaks, in-
dustry  sources expect a
!hnrr;}ur on Interna-
tional operations, where cost
preasures are higher and
mrnaround economics have
‘become more challenging.
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Govt amends ATF regulations,
allows SAF blending in jet fuel

WAR IMPACT. Oil Ministry has also updated the legal procedures for enforcement and compliance

]
Rizhi Ranjan Kala

M Dl

The Ministry of Petrolewm &
Notural Gas has  notified
blending of synthesised hy-
drocarbon soch as sustain-
able aviation fuel (SAF) with
aviathon rurbine fuel (ATF).

SAF is ced from re-
newable dsvock such as
ethanol, agricaltural

residues, blomass, waste oils
and munbeipal waste, and it
offers a rerful pathway o
dn:.urlmm TJ:u.'pE|I :].'l."i.:l'[}LOIJ
sECIOF,

The Ministry has amended
the Awlation Turbine Fuel
(Regulation of Marketing)
Owder, 2001, o allow the
blending of ethanol in jer
fuel.

In a notificarion on April
17, 2036, it sald, “Awvi-
atlon orbine foel is a com-
Ein: mixture of hydrocar-

s conforming to 15 1571
specification or iz blend
with gynrhesised
hydrocarbona.™

WWIN-WIN. This amendment lays the foundation for building a
complete SAF ecosystem in India from feedstock o production

1o end-Use s

Trual Bloenergy Man-
aging Direcror Vijay Nirani
gabd, “Ar first glance, the Avi-
ation Turbene Fuel (Regala-
thon of Marketing) Amend-
At 3
appear to be a technical up-
date, but it marks a very lm-
porzang shifi in India’s en-
ergy direction.”

By formally allowing ATF

to be blended with symthes-
ised hydrocarbons, he added
that the policy has created a
“clear pathway fior SAF 1o be-

Order, 235 may

come part of the malnstream
aviathon ecosystem.”

For the indusery, this
amendment provides masch-
needed  regulatory  elarity
and confidence for 1o
term investments. It lays the
foundation for building 2
complere SAF ecosysem in
India from feedstock to pro-
duction to  ensd-uge, he
added,

OIL MINISTRY UPDATE
The Ol Minkstey has slaowp-

dared the legal procedures
for enforcement and
commpliance.

“The provisions of section
1043 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 446
of 2023}, relating o search
and selzure shall, as far as
ey be, apply to searches and
seizures under this order,”
the notificarion said.

This Is expecved w push
the wsage SAF and will
help in reducing crude oil im-
ports, which account for
maore than 85 per cent of the
requirement.

The government has
already ser a target of achley-
Ing 1 per cent SAF blen
with per foel by 2027, 2 per
cent by 2028 and 5 per cent
by 2030,

E20 BLENDING

According to All Indks Drstil-
lers Association (AIDA), In-
dia's achbevement of E20
blen.dmg}ng created a strong
foundation for SAF develop-
ment throwgh the Ethanol-
to-Jet (ETT) pathway, lever-

aging the country's extensive
ethancl capacicy, exdsti
digtillery LmP‘r::!r.ruu:tm'e a
farmer-linked supplv chaina.

Deloirte India in frs Oco-
ber 2024 report on SAF gaid
that Indla’s estimared sur-
plus of 230 milllon tonmes
(mr) of agriculoural resldue
will be a crucial resource for
producing SAF.

‘This surplus will serve asa
vital feedstock for ethanol
(20} production, a key com-
ponant in the Alrohol-to-Jat
A} rechnology pathway
fior SAF manufacturing.

Ar the same time, Atl
rowre with echanol (1G) pro-
duced from sugar and grain
can provide an initial boost
untdl the technology fully
matures.

Municipal solid waste and
wsed cooling ofl will conteib-
wte to thi overall potentlal.

Alternate feedstock such
a8 sweet seaweed
and indusrrial waste can give
further imperus o SAF po-
tenrial with technological
maturicy, itadded.
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Govtallows ethanol blending in aviation fuel

SHUBHANGI MATHUR
Pleewy D, 22 Apnil

Thix government has allowed blend-
Ingof synrhetic ar man-made hydro-
carbons sukch as ethano] In sviation
murbine fuel (ATF), or et fuel, amida
push for the use of alternate fuels in
the wake of the enenry crisis trig-
gered by the West Asla conflict.

It hasamended the Aviarion Tur-
bine Fuel (Regulation of Marketing)
Order, 2001, under the Essentisl
Commaodities Act, 195, 1o broaden
the definition of ATF o include
blends with synthetic hydrocarbons.

According 1o the govermment
notification, ATF is now defined as

acomplex mixure of lnydnocarbons
conforming to 15 1571 specification
of = end with symthesised hydro-
carbonsas specified in IS 17081, The
revised definithon allows blending
of alternate fuels such as ethanal
with jet fuel.

In Indisa, jet fued s typdcally pro-

INDILA AIMS TO BLEND 1%
SUSTAINABLE AVIATION FUEL
\WITH ATF FOR INTERMATIONAL
FLIGHTS BY 207, RAISING IT
T0 2% BY 2028 AND 5% BY
2030. HOWEVER, THERE ARE
MO BELENDING TARGETS FOR
DOMESTIC FLIGHTS &S OF NOW

dued from crude ofl. As Indis faces
an energy supply crisie due o the
West Asla conflicr, the govemmem
hes bnrpodinced measwres o boos the
useof alternate fuels with the aim of
rediscingreliance on energy imports.

Inclia alms to blend 1 per cont sus-
talnahle sviatkon fuel (SAF) with et

fusel for Lmternational fights ty 2007,
radaing it to 2 per cent by 2008 and 5
per cent by 2030 in line with the
Carbon Offserming and Reduction
Scheme for International Aviation
{CORSIA) mandate. However, there
are no blending targets for domeszic
flights a5 of now.

SAF = a fued made from mon-
petroleum  products,  including
ethanol, which has similar propes-
tles tofet fel bat with a much lower
carbson footprint.

The Latest government notiflcs-
tonalsoupdatesenforcement provi-
stons o apply search and seimre
rules under the Bharathya Magarlk
SurakahaSanhira, 7003
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Govt allows biofuel
blending in jet fuel

SALRAY AHAMD
Hew Delhi, April 22

LOWERING EMISSIONS

IH A POLICY shift with impli-
cations for aviation fuel and
eneigy transiton, the Centre
s allowed hlrndlngnr 5y
thetlc and alternative hydro-
carbons i aviation furbine
el (ATF |, without setting any
tmimediate mandatory blend-
ing targets, according toanot

fication issued by the ministry
of petrofeum and natuml gas.

The amendm et to the Avi-
ation Turbine Fucl (Regulation
of Marketing) Order, 2001,
maotified on A.FITI! 17, broadens
the definidon of jet fusd,
enabl i.'ng thenseof sustamable
aviatlon fusl (SAF) and other
synthetic blends within the
mxisting regulatory framework.

According to the notifica-
tion ATF isnow defined as®a
faehi: |:l|.|.~x mixture of I‘I}'ﬂl:t'.l:ﬂl'
bons conforming to 15 1571
specification or bt blend with
synthesised hydrocarbons as
=|.|:'|.'Jﬂ|.-|3 in IS 17081 affoc-
tively opening the sector to
newer fuel varlants,

The move comees at a time
when India is seeking to diver
wsify fuel sources and cot emis-
sions in the aviation sector,
even as itcontinues fo depend

uThe
amendment
to the Aviation
Turbine Fuel
(Regulation af
Marketing)
Order
broadens the
definition of
jot fuel

heavily on lmported erude ofl
forits ENETEY needs.

Globally, several countries
have moved towards manda-
twry blending of sustainable
aviationfuel todecarbonise air
travel. SAF, produced from
renewable feedstocks such as
waste o, agricultuml
mesldues and munteipal waste,
@n significantly lower emis
sk0fE 1.'|_'I|:||.l.u|.-|J o oonven-
tional jet fuel

lrnclia has outlived indica-
tivetargets forSAFblendngin
international aviation — 19
l:r_.r FO2T, 1%y 11}' 2028 and 5%
by 203 0— in Emewith the Car
bon Cilsettmgand Reduction

india has
outlined
Indicative
targets for SAF
blending in
intemational
aviation — 1%
by 2027, 2% by
202Band 5%
by 2030

Scheme for Internatisnal Avi-
ation. Howarver, no targets have
baen specified for domestic
fights sofar.

The notificaton also
revises |:||Il|r..r.=1:|.1‘|:|.l FHI:IVi'
sions by aligning them with
the Maratiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita, 2023, re placing
earfior legal refesenoes related
to search and seizure,

"Theamendment marksan
emabling step forcleaneraa
ton fuels; but the absence of a
mandate indicates that large
sclle adoption will depend on
future policy direction and
market readines s an industry
executiresasd
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Bird scare for Air Arabia

HD Bureau

KOCHI

An Air Arabia flight from
Abu Dhabi to

Thiruvananthapuram came
under serutiny on Tuesday
after a suspected bird strike
during take-off, but the air-
craft continued its journey
under standard operating
procedures and landed
safely in Kerala without in-
cident. Early reports indi-
cated that the suspected
impact was detected after
departure from Abu Dhabi,
with the erew choosing to
proceed and complete the
service rather than divert.
The safe arrival offered im-
mediate reassurance to
passengers on a route that
is heavily used by Guif-
based workers, families
and holiday travellers. The
episode did not develop
into an emergency on ar-
rival, and there was no in-
dication of injury to

Airlines operating Gulf-
Kerala sectors are
especially sensitive to
operational disruption

|
passengers or crew. What

remained  unclear on
Tuesday was whether post-
flight inspection would
confirm an actual strike or
classify the event as a pre-
cautionary suspicion, a dis-
tinetion that matters in avi-
ation reporting because
crews often rely first on
cockpit indications, sounds
or external observations
before maintenance teams
complete checks on the
ground.
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Akasa taps Hajj travel to ofiset flight cuts

dipak ba nkaflireemint com
ML

Beasa Adr, Inelia’s thdid-
largest alrline, |s wp-
ping into the month-
lomg demeand for Hafj travel 1o
deploy s adreralt capacity left
unederutilized afier servicesio
prrtsofl West Asia were scabed
back dus to the LS-Tran war,
acoording boa person awireof
the: developiment.
= At fives o shy seroplanes
were used on the West Asia
route, which are now belng
tsind oy for Haj) travel,”
thae peersamn sabd, on the conidi-
Linns f amporrymuity as i his plan
s part of the bustness strategy.
Flights to and fram Doba,
|I|_l. il amd Kiwalt have Beoi
snspended antll 50 Apeld,
aceording to the nirline’s 21
April post on X, Whike it con-
s tasanpeermtie fights to Jed-
dlah inSaudi Arobia—tTs main
gateway for pllgrims golng to
Mecea—from  Almedabad,
Bengaluru, Mumbal, Rochi
amcl Balulloodie, Al is evalu-
ating resumption of Mights (o
Adan Dbl thee poess sl
Alcasa Adr didl not resgaond 1
Minr'squeries on alrerafi wtill-
zation, Hajj travel and the
Lepact of the West sl war.

ot six flights on West Aia routes are being used Tor Hajj anmmes

Thie airdine his Inducted
seven new alrerafi in 3026,
taking the Meet size to 38.
However, one of them s
unlergning malnt enance afler
a colllsion at

dismiption, but it s only a
short-term fix, sald Ashish
Chhawehharla, partner and
aviation Industry leader af
Grant Thoenion Bharat,
“While Hajj

Delli's  ludira Experts believe traffie i huige and
Gandhl Intems-  diversionof idle  providesastrong.
tional Alrpont  aireraftcanbea coBcentrated
with a Splealet bairst of demand,
|I:||u:unljﬁ April &Tﬂm’;::t it ks Hmited to a

Expentshelieve % shart window of
this diverslon of O3 sustainable e fsorto six
blbe alreraft can option weeks. That
e terrgpsorary fix — miakes it a useful

In the situation,

bt §s ot 3 sustadnable option.
Alrlines deploving thelr

unidertibized alreraft for Haj)

travel Isa practical and sensi-

e maove ™ amsid the West Asla

bast  temiporary
cushion. Such deployments
help mitignte Immediate
bosses, bast they are unlikely to
fully offset the sustained
impact of reduced Wes Asia

ogeerathons,” he sadd.

Hafj 2026 travel to Meccaln
Saudil Arabla begins in Apeil,
with the first Nights carrving
pilzrimsliaving Banded in Jed-
clady o 18 Agpril. Thils ek the
start of the arrival window,
which will continue until 21
My, aheasd of the maln dmals
s for 25-20 May.

Amore viahle fx foraidines
wrnild be to explore short-
erm “wet kease” amrangensenes
for G-12 months, deployving
sunrpsis aireralt io markets that
are nod afTected by the dismp-
ton 0o malntaln wtillzation
an] generale Some nevenuss,
e sl A wet beawe agmeerent
Eane mwhdch an atrline kuases
M= alreralt with crew, pnlobe-
nance and Insurance to
another carrier.

Om the meanagement sfde,
India’s youngess alrline Is set
o dnchieet poo mew direct ors o
Its board, representing key
Imvestors  Premjl  Invest
amid Hstedd asset maneger 360
ONE Assat.

Premgl Invest and 360 0NE
Asset have nominated Manoj
Jaksawal and Umesh Devenwd-
kumar Agrawal, respectively,
fovthe baowrd of Aknsa Alr, sald
the peerson guoted alxove.

Fow ian exfendead verston gf
iy sfory, g fo livemint com.
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Air China restores ops,
resumes direct flight
between Delhi & Beijing

5 LALITHA @ New Delhi

AlR China has announced
that it has restored operations
between Beijing and Delhi
since April 21.

In a Facebook post, Air Chi-
na said it has resumed nonstop
flights between Beijing and
Delhi. The Beijing-Delhi flights
will operate on Tuesdays. Fri-
days, and Sundays, using Air
bus AZ30-200/300 aircraft.

The post said, “2026 marks
the 20th year that Air China
has operated in India. Air Chi-
na's Delhi-Beijing route offi-
cially resumed on April 21, with
three flights per week operated
by Adrbus A330-200/300."

It also specified the flight
schedule. The plane departs
from Beijing at 3:15 pm (local
time) and arrives in Delhi at
8:20 pm. The return flight de-
parts Delhi at 10:50 pm and ar-
rives in Beijing the next morn-
ing at 7:40 am (local time).
“Limited discounts are coming
soon,” it added. Since April 18,
China Eastern Adrlines has re-
sumed direct flights between
Kunming and Kolkata, operat-
ing =ix days a week. It also plans
to launch services between
Mumbai and Shanghai, the air-
line =aid in an official release.

“The KEunming-Kolkata route
holds strategic sipnificance for
China Eastern Airlines, facili-
tating increased trade, tourism,

and cultural exchange between
the two countries. Pazsengers
flying via Kunming benefit
from seamless connections
within China to major hubs
such as Shanghai. Beijing Dax-
ing, Guangzhou, Hangzhou,
Yiwu, Xiamen, Shenzhen, and
Xi'an,"” the release said.
Alirlines from India have al-
ready resumed operations to
China. IndiGo launched daily
direct flights between Kolkata
and Shanghai on March 29 this
vear. Air India resumed non-
stop flights between Delhi and
Shanghai (PVG) on February 1,
2026, marking a return to main-
land China after a nearly six-

year suspension. The service
operates four times weekly us-
ing a Boeing 787 Dreamliner
and aims to strengthen trade
and tourizm ties.

MNotably, IndiGo also resumed
its operations between Delhi
and Guangzhou from Novem-
ber 10 last vear
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Lufthansa cuts 20,000 short-haul flights

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Rising fuel prices are forcing
airlines worldwide to recal-
ibrate operations, and
Lufthansa Group has
emerged as the latest major
carrier to respond. The avi-
ation giant has announced
plans to cut around 20,000
short-haul flights this
summer in a bid to contain
costs and improve opera-
tional efficiency.

Despite the scale of the
reduction, the overall impact
on capacity will be minimal.
The Group said the cuts will
lead to a marginal decline of
less than 1 per cent in total
capacity, measured in avail-
able seat kilometers (ASK).

However, the cost savings
are expected to be substan-
tial, with the airline esti-
mating a reduction of more
than 40,000 metric tonnes of
jet fuel consumption by
October.

The decision comes
against the backdrop of a
sharp spike in global fuel
prices, which have reported-
ly doubled following the
escalation of tensions linked

to the Iran conflict escalation.
Jet fuel remains one of the
largest operating expenses
for airlines, and the surge has
rendered several short-haul
routes economically unvi-
able. In response, Lufthansa
is scaling back loss-making
routes, particularly from its
primary hubs in Frankfurt
and Munich, while maintain-
ing broader network con-
nectivity. The airline has
emphasised that the move is
focused on efficiency rather
than a contraction of its
global footprint.

While certain routes are
being suspended, Lufthansa
is simultaneously strengthen-
ing operations through alter-
native hubs such as Zurich,
Vienna and Brussels. This

strategy allows the Group to
preserve access to long-haul
destinations while optimis-
ing short-haul connectivity.
The restructuring spans all six
of Lufthansa’'s major hubs —
Frankfurt, Munich, Zurich,
Vienna, Brussels and Rome -
and includes operations of its
key airlines such as
Lufthansa, SWISS, Austrian
Airlines, Brussels Airlines and
ITA Airways.

The initial phase of adjust-
ments is already in effect,
with approximately 120 daily
flights cancelled through May
31. Affected passengers have
been informed, and several
routes have been temporar-
ily suspended, including ser-
vices from Frankfurt to cities
in Poland and Norway.
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Air China resumes Delhi-Beijing non-stop flight

KIM VARMA B Beijing

Air China has resumed its
non-stop Delhi-Beijing flight,
reconnecting the flight ser-
vices between the two cap-
itals. With the resumption of
the Delhi-Beijing flight, air
connectivity between
several cities of the two
countries, disrupted since
2020 due to COVID-19 and
then the military standoff in
Eastern Ladakh, has been
restored.

Air China has resumed
non-stop flights connect-
ing Beijing and Delhi on
Tuesday, the airline said on
its Facebook account.

The Beijing-Delhi flights
will operate on Tuesdays,
Fridays and Sundays, using
Airbus A330-200(300 air-
craft, the announcement
said. On April 18, China
Eastern Airlines resumed
its direct flight between
Kunming, China's south-
western Yunnan Province,

and Kolkata, India.

It was the carrier's latest
expansion of its China-India
route network following
the resumption of the
Shanghai-Delhi route in
November 2025. China
Eastern Airlines said that the
route, with six weekly
round-trip flights using
Boeing 737 aircraft, will add
more convenience to trav-
ellers between the two
countries. India's airlines
too are now operating
flights to Chinese cities.

IndiGo launched daily

direct flights between
Kolkata and Shanghai on

March 29. Earlier, IndiGo
resumed the Kolkata-
Guangzhou route and
launched the Delhi-
Guangzhou route.

With the introduction of
the Kolkata-Shanghai route,
IndiGo said it will continue
to enrich travel options
between China and India,
effectively meeting the
growing demand for eco-
nomic, trade, and tourism
exchanges between the
world's two most populous

nations, China's state-run
Global Times reported.

According to the latest
operational data for April,
IndiGo has maintained an
overall passenger load
factor between 68 per cent
and 85 per cent on multiple
China-India routes. Popular
routes such as Delhi-
Guangzhou and Kolkata-
Guangzhou have shown
particularly outstanding
performances, reflecting a
stable and positive opera-
tional trend, the report said.

More airlines from both
sides are increasing their
services, which have posi-
tive significance for further
consolidating the momen-
tum of bilateral ties.

It also reflects India's
further pragmatic adjust-
ments, including in its China
policy, Qian Feng, director of
the Research Department at
Tsinghua University's
National Strategy Institute,
told the Global Times.[PT!)
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Govt

givesnod to sustainable

aviation fuel, allows blending

Apiti Tanpon

THIE R NS s 1o

N EWDELHI, APRIL 22
Imamajor shift towards clean -
er fuel options for the aviation
sectorn India on Wednesday
granted legal recopnition to
synthetic and sustamable avi-
ation fuel allowing blending
of alternative components
into the fuel basket,

The Asnation Turbine Fiel
(Repulation of Marketing)
Amendment Order, 2026, of
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas comes into

force immediately,
The amendment, issued
under Section 3 of the Essen-

tial Commodities Act, 1855,
and recently invoked amid
the West Asia war, modifies
the Aviation Turbine Fuel
(Repulation of Marketing)
Order, 2001, which has gov-
emed the marketing, distn-
bution and supply of jet fuel
across India for 25 vears,

The changes have implica-
tions for India's aviation sec-
tor anud national commit-
ments 1o cleaner aviation
fuels and focus on  self-
reliance to beat supply uncer-
tainties. The most conse-
quential amendment relates
to the ATF definition,

The existing definition
stands replaced with an

The Aviation Turbine Fuel (Regulation of Marketing) Amendment
Order, 2026, comes into force immediately. PHOTD: ST0CK

expanded one which now
reads — “aviation turbine
fuel is a complex misture of
hydrocarbons confomming to
IS 1571 specifieation or its
blend with synthesised
hydrocarbons as specified in
IS 17081, The main addition
i5 the explicit recognition of
synthesised hyvdrocarbons —
commaonly referred to as Sus-
tuinable Aviation Fuel or SAF
— asa legitimate and legally
defmed component of avia-
tion turbine fuel in India,

By incorporating a refer-
ence to IS 17081 — the
Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards specification for syn-
thetic aviation fuels — the
government has formally
brought blended and syn-

thetic jet fuels within the
regulatory ambit of the
2001 marketing order.

The notification makes no
mention of ethanol but the
shift could support biofuel
options, mduding those
linked to ethanaol.

India has already mandat-
ed E20 fuel rollout despite
resistance of consumers who
have flagped harm tointernal
combustion engines due to
blended options, a fear the
government has dismissed.
ATF amendments, however,
don't set blending targets for
the aviation sector

Officials explain that SAE
produced frmom non-petmle-
um sources such as agricul-
tural waste like stubble,

municipal solid waste, algae
and other biomass, has been
identified globally as the sin-
gle most important tool for
reducing carbon emissions
from commerdal aviation.

‘By recognising SAF
blends within the legal defi-
nitiom of ATE the govern-
ment has removed a signifi-
cant regulatory ambiguity
that could have otherwise
complicated the procure-
ment, marketing and supply
chain management of SAF
blends at Indian atrports”
sources said,

The changed definition pro-
videsa legal foundation for -
bnes and fuel marketing oom-
panies o blend, market and
supply SAFmed jet flel
under the established regulatn-
ry framework without requir
ing fresh legislative action.

This means fuel marketing
companies Indian Oil Corpo-
ration, Hindustan Petraleum
and Bharat Petroletim, pri-
mary suppliers of AFT at
Indian airports, can now
develop commernial frame-
works for SAF blending and
supply under the established
legal structure.

Also, the move will reduce
fossil  fuel dependence,
India impaorts 87 per cent of
this requirement,
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