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AAI hands over final
feasibility report of
Hosur airport project
to T.N. government

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has handed ov-
er the final feasibility re-
port of the Hosur airport
project to the Tamil Nadu
government. As the next
step, the State government
will have to write to the Mi-
nistry of Defence, seeking
its approval, a source in
Delhi said.

Last year, Tamil Nadu
proposed the development
of a new greenfield airport
in Hosur, considering how
the city had evolved into
an automobile and indus-
trial hub. Further, as the
government planned to
turn Hosur into an infor-
mation technology hub,
with the ‘Knowledge Corri-
dor’, the presence of an
airport had become a ne-
cessity. Two runways have
been proposed for the air-
port, which will be built on
nearly 2,000 acres.

The AAI examined five
sites in and around Hosur
last year. Based on its re-
port, the State government
narrowed it down to two
sites — one south of Taneja
Aerospace and Aviation Li-
mited’s (TAAL) and Hosur
taluk, and another east of
Hosur and north of

Shoolagiri.

Study carried out

Last month, the AAI sub-
mitted a draft report indi-
cating there may not be
much difhculties in build-
ing the airport in both loca-
tions. Subsequently, it stu-
died the airspace and then
submitted the final report.
“The study of airspace is
important, as it is neces-
sary to see if the departing
and arriving flights at Ho-

Two runways are proposed
for the airport, which will be
built on nearly 2,000 acres.
REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

sur don’t infringe on other
airspaces and if the runway
will have optimum utilisa-
tion. Since, the Ministry of
Defence controls the air-
space in that region, its
permission and approval
are needed,” a source said.

After this, the State go-
vernment will choose the
site and then an Obstacle
Limitation Surfaces survey
will have to be carried out.

“But the biggest chal-
lenge before us is the
agreement between the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
and Bangalore Internation-
al Airport Limited [which
prohibits development of
any other airport within a
150 km aerial distance until
2033]. So, even if it takes
time, it is only ideal that we
at least begin to pursue it
early,” another source said.

S. Sundariya, president
of the Hosur Industries As-
sociation, said the Hosur
airport will be a hugely be-
neficial project for Tamil
Nadu.

“It could add value to
the State and attract furth-
er investments. For both
passenger traffic and cargo
movement, there is a huge
benefit if this airport is de-
veloped at the earliest,” he
said.
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CISF cover to
Mizoram’s
lone airport
from April 24

NEW DELHI, April 21:
The Centre has ordered de-
ployment of an armed secu-
rity contingent of the Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force
(CISF) at the Lengpui airport
mn Mizoram.

This will be the 69th airport
under the counter-terrorist
cover of the paramilitary, des-
ignated as the national civil
aviation security force, and the
first unit guarded by it in the
Northeastern State. The lone
airport of the State 1s located
about 35 km north of captal
Aizawl in Mamit district. It is
the first anport in the country
to be constructed by a State
government, according to the
Aarports Authority of India.

“The force will take charge
of the airport on April 24," a
CISF officer told PTL It is
currently protected by ajoint
team of the State police and
the CRPE he said.

The force, like other amr-
ports, will control access and
exit at the Lengpui facility,
check departing passengers
and their baggage and deploy
vehicle-borne armed com-
mandos as part of a quick re-
action team (QRT) that re-
sponds in case of threat or
attacks, the officer said. — PTI
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Mumbai airport to halt freighter
Operatlons from August 16

nnmh Phadnis
Murmbai

Mumbai airport will suspend
all freighter operations from
August 16 till further notice
to carry out infrastructure
upgrade.

Mumbai airport is the
second busiest in India for
cargo operations, handling
24 per cent of the country’s
total freight movement. The
airport’s move is being seen
as a pressure tactic to force
airlines to shift operations to
Navi Mumbai airport, which
istoopenin June.

While freighter move-
ment is being restricted,
cargo will continue to be car-
ried on passenger aircraft to/
from Mumbai. However, a
ban on freighters will mean
reduced capacity as a Boeing
777 or 747 cargo aircraft can
take around 1M tonnes of
payload.

“Mumbai International

Airport  Limited
needs to carrv out multiple

(MIAL)

airside  works  including
building new taxiways for
runway 14/32 to enhance its
capacity and bring efficiency
in operations. MIAL, there-
fore, has no option but to
temporarily shut down part
of cargo facilities,” the air-
PDI’I I'.'IFE]":!.'[HI’ wrote in g tEt'
ter toairlines on Monday.

CAUGHT UNAWARES

The letter states that
freighter operations will be
closed from August 16 till
further notice.

The airport’s move has
taken carriers by surprise
and some said there had been
no consultation with them.
“We think this is just a move
to force airlines to shift their
operations to Navi Mumbai,”
said an airline executive. The
issue is likely to be discussed
in a meeting between airlines
and airports on Friday.

An aviation source said
warchouse and cold storage
facilities are being readied in
Navi Mumbai. These would
require  regulatory  ap-
provals. Besides, certified
sereeners would be needed
tor X-raying cargo. This is ex-
pected to be ready by August,
he said.

Neither Mumbai nor Navi
Mumbai airports responded
to email queries on the topic.
An airport executive said en-
gagement is on with airlines
and the best solution will be
found. “There will be no in-
terruption in cargo move-
ment,"” he said.
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AISATS sets
up2200cr
logistics park
at Bengaluru
airport

FEBUREAU
Bengaluru, Apnl 22

AIR INDIA SATS Airport Services
(AISATS) has opened a logistics
park at Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA), Bengaluru
with an investment of ¥200
crores. The facility, one of the
largest on-airportlogistics parks
in south India, spans 8 acres.

The AISATS BLR Logistics
Farkcomprises 3buildings:a 2-
level main warehousewithover
240,000 sg. ft of Grade Aspace,
an 11,000 sq. ft public bonded
warehouse,anda 24,000 sq.ft
office block forcustoms house
agents and logistics firms.

“Thisworld-classfacilitywill
enhance regional economic
prosperity and position Ben-
galuru and Karnataka as hubs
tor logistics innovation and
trade excellence,” said Nipun
Aggarwal,chairman of AISATS.

The facility serves Ben-
galuru airport, which handles
40% of south India's air cargo
volumes. KlArecorded 502,480
metric tonne of cargo in FY25
and targets 1 million metric
tonne by 203 0.

The logistics park incorpo-
rates sustainability features
includingrainwaterharvesting,
natural lighting, LED systems,
and waste management.

FINANCIAL EXPRES %
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HC slams airlines over wheelchair shortage
at Mumbai airport; calls for heavy penalties

Karuna Nidhi
karuna.nidhl@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Bombay high
court on Monday strongly criti-
cised the shortage of wheelchair
assistance at Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji Maharaj International Air-
port (CSMIA), calling it a matter
of “human dignity” and suggest-
ing that heavy penalties be
imposed on airlines failing to
provide adequate facilities.

A division bench comprising
Justice Girish S Kulkarni and
Justice Advait Sethna was hear-
ing two separate petitions—one
filed by a 50-year-old woman
suffering from arthritis, and
another by a 53-year-old man—
both highlighting the serious
difficulties they faced due to the
lack of wheelchair support at
the international airport.

The woman, who travelled to
Colombo with her 80-year-old
mother in September 2023, said

she experienced severe discom-
fort when only one wheelchair
was provided for both of them.
The other petitioner raised
broader concerns about the
chronic shortage of mobility
assistance at the busy airport.

In response to the petitions,
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) pointed to fac-
tors such as overbooking con-
tributing to the scarcity. The
court, however, rejected this
justification outright.

“We are concerned about
human lives. Nobody should
suffer. What is required is sensi-
tivity from the airport manage-
ment and all airlines,” the
bench said. “We want the high-
est international standards to be
implemented in India. Over-
booking wheelchairs is unfath-
omable.”

Senior advocate Zal Andhyar-
ujina, appearing for Air India,
assured the court that steps

The bench stressed that senior
citizens and persons with
disabilities are vulnerable,
especially during flight delays.

would be taken to ensure wheel-
chair availability.

The bench stressed that sen-
ior citizens and persons with
disabilities are particularly vul-

nerable, especially during flight
delays. It noted that the issue
atfects thousands of passengers
across India every day and
called for immediate systemic
reform.

“The facilities must be availa-
ble before time. Authorities
need to adopt preventive meas-
ures rather than react to each
crisis,” the court said.

The judges suggested that the
DGCA consider imposing sub-
stantial penalties on airlines
that fail to comply and proposed
the formation of an expert com-
mittee to review the situation
and submit recommendations
to the airport authorities.

“India can set an example in
this regard,” the bench
remarked. “Airlines should not
wait for regulation but must act
with spontaneity and compas-
sion.”

The matter will be heard fur-
ther on Tuesday.

We are concerned about
human lives. Nobody
should suffer. What is
required is sensitivity
from the airport
management authority
and all airlines. We want
the highest
international standards
to be implemented in
India by all airlines.

Division bench of justices
Girish S Kulkarni and
Advait Sethna




AIRPORTS Ai 1 HUPH ¥ UF ENU!F'-

Corporate Communications Directorate

RAJASTHAN PATRIKA JATPUR 22 APRIL 2025

feeett Taaie : o e sig 84 4 wel &

900 33MI H ol § AT
gﬂmw@ra@

— g Terdl TSt Wil
& oot foeeit & gfem miv U
SR () i e =
W T A e e T 2 T R
09 000 T3FI H a0 H oy I %l <@
atEl & wa w Az Ty Regioe ol
Wmﬁﬁtaﬁmmﬁs R saven & | paRdi
| FhE o8 T Siuvey el gerer
T R B b A R R
AR F T AN e @ (SINENEA) A el B
mﬁﬂ@, UEEIE @1 R HE U5
o T ﬂﬂﬂmﬁ;ﬂi
m&mﬁ%mtﬁaﬂm e e
1130 @ 7% W ATET 501 S Kb I o, i
Tzl ST O e, T GV A 56 R W
A A 384 T T 7S e T Rl R 4E
Al gl Fo I dmm  FOeR 4 omi &
W TF W e g 0w e A @ gl
e aaam%anﬁﬁ mﬂ;‘lm"fﬁ
U 1A W g B AR g : et
mmmmmmﬂa W | BTeifen oot v
2 A F A WA # e 9% IS geond T8 g3l
H qrt = o) FEE 31-32
FEH A AMHA Y EE Em T e e e v & ued was |

o, SR TG E & g8 T
45331113531?&%3@37—!31
% ®E UmUE 4 WA 4
iRy F1 wE i
T | 20 37 1 oo

sﬂwﬁmsﬂt{ml?ﬂﬁwﬁ;
s e b g
ﬁga;mumréaﬁm
it ot



HITHIg

AIRPORISAUTH

QORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA

DELHI

23 APRIL 2025

SeR UIRUTE ok Ui SifuTieeh, I
BISfEAT T 3NENfiTeh wAle off SueTes

=t FUET (SNEUUATH) | T
o QIR0 35 HOE o R e A o
@ 7| T IFAR AEEE e =
¥ 99 2 0 = T SR8
ez onlt 1 200 T T BT F T 276
IS T £ | S TR 21 WE 2025 7R
T TE0 | 27 11 T = o
TR WG F WE e A
=1yl fees 8 & O 92 eE #
T W 8| 7 W e T A A 10 |
15 e =i 5t = fm &1 = 276
wEE 1 F 214 AW A0i ¥ fo E Tl
17 5 Wivem iz e & g 3R s giim
EEE H S iRl o [ S T T
T AT % A o

T [T T 5 AgEA ¥4 35 SR F90 i
7 A2t T e 81 T Tt = 25,900 F90

B ¥FE3-18 & uitse 04 4 200
7 e dawa & 276 wie

B 3 wism 21 w8 a5
® 11 o S Em

uf =i it 611 9 = 35 v W giE
2 | e T ¥ e e W T
e & ¥ 1 10 Wi ) w6 o
T A I F=H S| 6 i e
60 T F i = e 7| A O
A F T A9 T & i e
T A 2 e o fer g

IS, EiaeT HIT e S = 6
T FA | [T W= A & w25
FFRL 50 U535 79 o 01 15 TIEE = e
21 THF I At S e F =
aﬁmaﬂmlaﬁmmﬁg
F fom 100 7 T F 140 PEE H
wEdiEa 21 i o § g s
F1 101 R T A S AT 2 | B
1T g o o e o i 1 e
A T o, e 92 T & AEeT
TR, < T S | T ST A 2
AN TG ATEE T $i 54 0 g
T T i E, T 25 TR T W
T2t ¥ TR 52,500 T T 0 W2t
2 T o R F e F R



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

MUMBAT

22 APRIL 2025

Maharashtra CM inaugurates
Amravati airport

In a monumental
step towards boost-
ing regional connec-
tivity and socio-
economic develop-
ment, Devendra Fad-
navis, chief minister
of Maharashtra, in
the presence of dig-
nitaries from the un-
ion and state govern-
ments, and senior
officials from vari-
ous aviation and ad-
ministrative bodies,

officially inangurat-
ed and operational
ised the airport in
Amravati.

The inaugural cer-
emony commenced
with the arrival of
Alliance air flight
ol-633 at Amravati
airport followed by a
ceremonial water
cannon salute, signi-
fving the commence
ment of commercial
operations.
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Air India Express gets a
new chief, board member

——
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Air India Group has initiated
a board-level rejig at its low-

cost subsidiary Air India Ex-
press (AIX) to bring in
greater coordination

between the budget and full-
service carriers. Campbell
Wilson, CEO of Air India, has
stepped down as Chairman
of the carrier. Wilson is suc-
ceeded by Nipun Aggarwal, a
board member of AIX.
Besides his new role, Ag-
garwal will continue his du-
ties as Air India’s Chief Com-
mercial Officer. The move
was communicated to em-
ployees by Wilson via an in-
ternal communication.

STRUCTURAL CHANGES
Wilson told employees that
over the past 18 months,
many structural changes
critical to transforming the
rebuilding of the Group had
been completed. He listed
the recent merger of four air-
lines into two, consolidation
of non-flying teams in Guru-
gram, and refreshing the
leadership teams of both Air
India and Air India Express
as the completed tasks.
“With this structural work
largely complete, the task at
hand now is to fully leverage
and optimise the group’s
fleet, network, sales, distri-
bution, and loyalty assets.
I've therefore decided that
the time is right for me to

A

.Nipun Aggarwal, Chairman,
Air India Express

step down as Chairman of
the Air India Express
Board...,” he said.

“Concurrently, to ensure
operational synergy between
the airlines, Captain Basil
Kwauk, Air India Chief Oper-
ations Officer, will replace
me on the Air India Express
Board once the necessary
regulatory approvals are se-
cured.”

Sources told businessline,
that the group CEO was no
longer required to oversee
the LCC, as the structural
changes like the merger,
leadership renewal, system
interfacing, and better com-
munication and collabora-
tion structures between the
full-service and low-cost air-
lines have been achieved.
“AIX will greatly benefit as
Aggarwal and Kwauk take
stronger roles on the AIX
board. The move will usher
in more productivity as com-
mercial functions and opera-
tions are well coordinated,”
sources told businessline.
“Wilson will remain re-
sponsible for the overall
group’s performance. He can
step inif the need arises.”
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Campbell Wilson quits
as A-IExpress chairman

DEEPAI PATEL
New Delhi, 22 April

Air India Chief Commercial
Officer Nipun Agarwal was
on Tuesday appointed chair-
man of Air India Express,
replacing Campbell Wilson
(pictured). Wilson will con-
tinue as the chief executive
officer and managing director
of Air India. He is vacating his
position on the board of Air
India Express for Basil
Kwauk, chief operations
officer of Air India.

Air India Express is a
wholly-owned subsidiary and
low-cost airline of Air India.

Before joining Air India,
Aggarwal was the senior vice-
president at Tata Sons, where
he played a key role in trans-
forming several Tata Group
companies.

He has also worked with
Bank of America Merrill
Lynch, Standard Chartered
Bank, and BP PLC.

In contrast, Wilson is a
seasoned airline executive
with over two decades at
Singapore Airlines, where he
held various leadership roles,
including the founding CEO
of Scoot, the group’s low-cost
carrier. In an internal mes-
sage to employees, Wilson
said that over the past 18
months, Air India group has
completed several structural
changes critical to trans-
forming itself, including
merging our four airlines
into two, consoli-
dating its non-fly-

ing teams in Gurugram, and
refreshing the leadership
teams of both Air India and
Air India Express.

“With this structural work
largely complete, the task at
hand now is to fully leverage
and optimise the group fleet,
network, sales, distribution
and loyalty assets. I've there-
fore decided that the time is
right for me to step down as
chairman of the Air India
Express Board, and for Nipun
Aggarwal, who is already on
the board of AIX, to assume
the role (while also continu-
ing his Air India Chief
Commercial Officer duties),
thus enabling greater coordi-
nation of the Group’s network
and commercial efforts,”
Wilson said.

“I will remain interested
in Air India Express’s pro-
gress and success, fully sup-
port Nipun and Basil in their
additional roles, and remain
responsible for the overall
performance of the Air India
Group,” he added.
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Air India keen to take Boeing
planes refused by Chinese airlines

BLOOMBERG

ir India Ltd is looking to
A‘Eake Boeing Co planes
ejected by Chinese car-
riers, people familiar with the
matter said, joining the ranks
of Asian airlines vying to bene-
fit from the trade war between
Washington and Beijing.

The Tata Group-owned
carrier, which urgently needs
aircraft to expedite its reviv-
al, plans to approach Boeing
about acquiring a number of
jets the US planemaker was
readying for Chinese air-
lines before reciprocal tariffs
thwarted the handovers, ac-
cording tothe people, whoare
familiar with discussionsatthe
Indian airline and didn’t want
to be identified because the
information isn't public.

AirIndiaisalso eagertotake
up slots for future deliveries
should they become available,
the people said. The carrier
has benefited from China’s
pullbackin the past—through
March, it had accepted 41 737
Max jets originally built for
Chinese airlines. Their deliv-

..... Aidgpadia o

eries had been deferred due
to issues including safety con-
cerns with lithium batteries
in the planes’ cockpit voice
recorders.

Representatives for Air
India and Boeing declined to
comment. Malaysia Aviation
Group Bhd. toois in talks with
Boeing over delivery slots
vacated by Chinese carriers,
Bernamareported on Sunday.

Chineseairlines were told by
the government not to accept
Boeing aircraft, Bloomberg
News reported last week, af-
ter Beijing set reciprocal tar-
iffs of up to 125% on US-made
goods. About 10 planes were
being prepared for delivery at
the time, and some 737 Max
jetsin Chinaalreadyhavesince

i

EANRAE AR ORI LA ¢ RRCRERRERRE ¢

— _—

been sent back to the US.

Any Boeing planes already
built or in progress will pres-
ent complications for potential
buyers, as the cabin configu-
rations for many will already
have been set by the original
customer, and some payments
will have been made.

The interest from non-Chi-
nese airlines is likely to soften
the short-term blow for Boe-
ing, one of the highest-profile
US exporters, should the tariff
war continue. Still, the trade
conflict may complicate ef-
forts to wind down a so-called
shadow factory forstored 737s
thissummer. The USmanufac-
turerisexpected to providean
update on thesituation with its
quarterly results this week.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RS DAINIEK JAGRAN DELHI 23 APRTI. 2025

ST~ SR XTSTART 6¢ garm il
mﬁwmﬁmﬂmm

SFRYT Facer], 79 oH] - ST @1 fede 25 g Twﬁmﬂm#m
TATE! B a1C B & ol

) ﬁﬁﬁsﬂwaﬂaﬂﬁmm
e d wEaE AE FF e feewram .
TE-AAT TR a a6 S e ;
UTARH A A e o 2 :
TN I F B TR e
¥ gl AE0 % O AW\ W W8 St
?mﬁmmmm
| HeTaR ] S- AT F A
& 7R EFe 25 TN | a T
a6, feeell @ SR F fom wan
AT 35 TR UW # T R
mmqﬂnﬁarwm‘ﬂ
m?l

T H AR wed 0 e
Al F A Paan ¥ -9
TEE UM [ OWE A7 2 HoAEd ° @ ue A i @i A | det TSI 9w H
SR F A" A FH F @ C TR FR T § W R SR - s
fu tmam on R fm @ 8 AR fesiar W Egem A sE T

l'l
P

‘: L s, g
e
-..:;,.

MWWEE#HMHWWWWMWW@I




AIF?F'UH ISAUT HC‘H‘#T ‘1’ UF iNUU&.

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHI 23 APRIL 2025

M Al Express Chief Wilson Quits,
Nipun Aggarwal to Take Over

BN NEWDELHI Air India CEO Campbell

Wilson will stepdown as the
ﬁ chairman of Air India Express and
Air India’s Chief Commercial
Officer Nipun Aggarwal will assume the
chairmanship of the budget airline. Wilson,
who has been the chairman of Air India Ex-
presssince June 2022, will also be moving out
of the budget airline’s board. Inan internal
message to the staff on Tuesday, Wilson said
he has decided that the timeisright for himto
stepdown as chairman of the Air India Ex-
press Board. Aggarwal will assume the role
while also continuing as Air India Chief Com-
mercial Officer duties.—PTI
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Campbell to step down
as Al Express chairman

®Tata Group veteran
Nipun Aggarwal will
take over the role

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, April 22

IN A SIGNIFICANT board-level
reshuffle, Air India CEO Camp-
bell Wilson has announced his
decision to step down as the
chairman of budget airline Air
India Express, as per an internal
message shared with staff on
Tuesday. Wilson will be suc-
ceeded by Tata Group veteran
and Air India chief commercial
officer, Nipun Aggarwal.

Wilson, who has been the
chairman of Air India Express
since June 2022, will also vacate
hisseat onthe airline'sboard. His
board positionwill be filled by Air
India chief operations officer,
Basil Kwauk, afterreceiving nec-
essary regulatory approvals. Inan
internal message to employeeson
Tuesday, Wilson said he believes
thetimeis righttostepaside from
the Air India Express Board.

Wilson noted that the move is
aimed at enhancing coordination
across the group's network and
commercial strategies.

Aggarwal isa board member at
Air India Express. He will assume
the chairmanship while continu-
ing in his role as Air India’s chief
commercial officer. At Air India,
Aggarwal overseesawide range of

strategic and operational func-
tions, including aircraft acquisi-
tion and financing, strategic pro-
curement, network planning,
product development, sales and
marketing, revenue manage-
ment,and the Flying Returnsloy-
alty programme.

"lwill obviously remain keenly
interested in Air India Express's
progress and success, fully sup-
port Nipun and Basilin their addi-
tional roles, and remain responsi-
ble for the overall performance of
the Air India Group,” Wilson said
in the message.

Air India Express is a sub-
sidiary of Air India. The restruc-
turing comes a little over six
months after the merger of Air
India Express and AlX Connect
(earlier AirAsia India).

Air India Group comprises Air
India, which completed the
merger of Vistara with itself in
November 2024, and Air India

Express.

READTO LEAD

https://epaper.financialexpres:
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Airfare exploitation

takes off

Mukeet Akmall
Srinagar, Ape 2

Adrfores to anid from Kash-
mir have skyrocketed
following the closure of
the Srinagar-Jammu
Nationnl Highwoy
due jo landslides,
leaving residents
nand husinesses in
a lurch as they faoe
w hat many are enll g
“explottation” by atrlines
The highway, which
serves ag the primary sur
face cannection hetween
Enshmir and with rest of the
country, his been rondered
Impossible, foreing travels
lers to rely on nir trovel,

now available only at exor
bltant prices
A survey af current
airfares rovenls alnrming
figures: the short Srinagr
damunu rowte, typically an
economical journey,
w cosis between
R 12 000-15,000 gwer
POSSENEET
Longer routes
have see even maore
idramatle lndrenses,
with Srinagar-Delhi tick
eis mnging from Rs 24,000
28,000 and Srinagnr Mum
b i fares reaching Rs 3 (00
20,000 per passenper in the
mming days
Mithommond [hmbim, o
¥ See Alrfare o Pg-08

Airfare exploitation...

Srinagar resident, shamd his plight saytng, =1 have m
rmvel to Dedhi for medical treatment of my doughter. We
wers four fimily membersand tickets alone cost s | lkh,
So_ 1 dociided not to go and wait ™

The price surge hos nffocted not only locals but olso
potentinlly deterred tourists, students, snd usinesspeo pls
from travelling to the region. dealing n blow to Kashmir's
BrOnOmY.

With mony unnhbes tonford thess rates, esssntind trmvel
plans e hyding medioal reatments, el pention, sl buost
ress eommitments are being postponed indefinitely, coent
ing a ripple offect across various sectors

Kashmir Chamber of Commeres and Industry (KCCT)
President Javid Ahmad Tenga sxpressed frostration over
the porulstent e

“Our natlonal highway is closed and airfares hove
inerrensed exponentinlly. From paclinmentary panels to
the Civil Aviation Ministry, we have raised the issoe of
exarbitant ajrfores al every power centre in Delli, but
there 15 no action on it Though the Poriamesto ry Stond ing
Committes hud lssued strictures t these airlines tocap the
uppor limit ofairfires, itis being tossod nsiide, " Tonga said

He questioned the nirlines” justification of high prices
based on demand and supply principles saying “The kogic
of demand and supply licks sonse. We havwe bean asking
them to increase Mght numbers i they leol the demond is
high - it will nutomatically meatch the demond smdsupply
But the people of Kashmir are suffering. our tourism is
suffering, and trade and commerce s sufferin g doe to exor
bitnnt nirfares ™

The totiriem (o stry, o slgnifieant econ omie drver lor
the reglon, s reporting numemas cancellations as visitors
reconsider their trovel plans due to the infintod costs

Locnl husinesses dependonton tourist traffic mre alrendy
feeling the pinch. with many reporting decreased footfall
oond declining revenuss

Jummg and Kashmir Hotels and Restowmonts Associs
tion (JEHARA) President, Babar Chowdhary emiphn sised
Irhnnmdfnr wovernmantal nction in the face of these chal

ETIRES

“The current airnre sitention represenis not just o
Iransportation tssie bt in economic or lsds for our regan, ™
hennbd “We call upon the government to implement lrme
diate regulatory mensures to ensure foir pricimg Kosh
mir's connectivity cannot be held hostage to profitmargins
while an essential ransporintion link remmns closed,
Dur hospltality sector, which forms the hackbone of the
focal economy, is focing cancellbtions dally doe to thoese
prohibitive costs "

Adding to the frustration is the foct that the much
awaited ribway link, which could provide &n aliernative
transportation option, remiins anopened. still swniting
inauguration,

This hos left air travel us the only vinhie option for
drgent trovel needs, giving airlines considermble lovern ge
insetting prices

Lovenl travel apents report betng inundatad with cancel
Lnt lomi Peqiiests pnd eomplaints Fom alanmers innble to
ifford the steep alrfares

Muany agents nre advising clionts to postpone nonessen
tinl troved until either the highway meopens or airfares nor:
mialise, further impacting the region's economic activity

Industryohsorvors note that this pattem of pricesurges
during highway elosured has bocaime diatrvesingly pred lo
nhle, rising questions about the need for long term reguls.
tory frnmeworks to prevent mich situntions in the foture
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{ MY INDIA } IN AMRELI DISTRICT

1 dead as pvt trainer
plane crashes in Guj

Atrainee pilot was killed when a trainer aircraft
belonging to a private aviation academy crashedin a
residential area in Gujarat's Amreli district on Tuesday
afternoon and caught fire, a police official said. The
plane fell on a tree before crashing into an open plot.
The aircraft crash-landed into a residential area,
caught fire, and was engulfed in flames, in the Giriya
Road area of Amreli town at around 12.30pm due to
unknown reasons, killing the trainee pilot Aniket
Mahajan on the spot, officials said. AGENCIES
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Trainee pilot killed as aircraft

crashes after take-off in Amreli

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD APRIL 22

A2 ZYEAR-OLD trainee pilorwas
killed Tuesay aftemnoon when a
trainer aircraft crashied and suib-
sequentlycaught fireinaresiden-
tial area of Gujarat's Amreli dis-
trct, said polce

The police identified the de-
ceasnd & Aniket Mahajan, 2 resi-
dent of Adani Shantigram areain
Ahmedabad. He was a trainee at
Vision Flying trinmginstitute lo-
cated at Amrel airport. Police of-
ficials said thatthe crash ook
place shortly after takeolf

Palice Inspector Omdevsinh
Jadejaol Amreli tiluka police sta-
tion said, “The contml mom re-
ceived a rmessape aboutt the crash
around 12:50 pm. Asper the pre-
liminary probe, the crash took
place shortly alter take off. The
reason forthe sameis yet o be as-
certained

The aircraft crash landed a
very short distance from Amreli

L 1 A

This is the second crash of a civilian trainee airoraft and the
fourth overall in Gujaratthis year. Bxpress

aifport in Bakshi Nagar anea of
Amreli town's Shashiri Nagar -
cality, said the palice,

Following the incident, per-
sonnel from the Amreli Fire
Department llong with the police
rushed to the spot. Distrc Fine
OffcerHankmushng CGadhv said,
"We doused the buming aircraft
and thenagermpted torescue the
pilotwho was stuckinside the

cockpt dise todamage caised by
the crash. He was retrieved and
sert o the localhospital”

Officials later confirmed that
Mahajan succumbed o hisin-
jures. Thisis the second crashaf
a civilian trainee arcralt and the
fourth overall aircrait case in
Gugarat this year, with the other
i bering crashesol military ar-
cralt
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Nipun Aggarwal to
be Al Express chair

ir India chiefexecutive officer (CEO)

Camphell Wilson will step down as the

chairman af Air India Expressand Air
India’s chief commercial officer Nipun
Agparwal will assume the chairmanship ofthe
budgzet airline. Wilson has been the chairman of
Adr India Express since June 2022,

In aninternal message to the staffon Tuesday,
Wilson said he hasdecided that the time is right
for him to step down as chairman of the Air India
Express hoard.

Aggrarwal, whois already on the board of Air
India Express, will assume the role while also
continuing as Air India chief commercial officer
duties. This will enable preater coordination of
the group’s network and commercial efforts,
according to the message.

“Concurrently, toensure operational synergy
between theairlines, Capt Basil Kwauk, Air
India chiefoperations officer. will replace me on
the Air India Express board, once the necessary
regulatory approvals are secured,” the message
said, PTI
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Al plane took wrong taxiway in December
2024: Air Accidents Investigations Bureau

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE W New Delhl

Irvestagation Bureau (AATR] has mien

tioned situational awareness deficit
and non-adherence to Air TralTic
Controller's (ATC) instructions as among
the probable causes for the incident al
Goa's Manohar International Airport in
December 2024, The fimal report stated
that siluational awareness deficit of the
eockpit erew and failure to fully adhere to
the air traffic controller's instructions
probably led 1o an Air Indin aircrafi taxi-
g an & wrong lasiway before abarting the

In its final reporl. Adrcrafl Accident

take-olf ai the Airport.

The seriows incident imvalving an A320
asrcradi of Adr India that was o operate te
light AIC2592 from Goa lo Hyderabad on
December 5, 2024, and there were a total
of 158 people, inchuling 7 crew members

onboard the plane.

After ATC deared the taxiing of the air-
craft o the holding poini of rewway
HWY IR via taxiway TWY A5, the plane

received line wp and take-off clearance.
Howevyer, the aircraft lined up on taxiway
TWY A whichl was parallel to rumway
WY 2R

A the aircrafl started take-off roll on the
wrung runway, ATC instructed the crew
o abort the take-off and the aircrall was
taxied back 1o the |:|:r_r.

AAIR sid the issance of take-off
clearance by ATC likely caused the crew's
coynitive focus bo shifl entinedy toward exe-
culing the take-off. Al the time of iscident,
the aircrafl was in contact with Tower on
frequency 1194 MHz.

There was two-way communication

between both the aircrafi and ATC No
ahnarmality was reported inany commu
micatism system. CV R reconding and ATC
recordany were obtained with transeripl
“This shifi may have diminished tleeir
situational awareness, resulting in expec-
tation hizs or cognitive overboad, which
prevented them from recopnising the
wisual cues |mlin:n1:nﬁ they were al the
TWY intersection instead of BWY inter-

section,” the repart said and added that
both take-olf clearance was issued by ATC
ana take-off checks completed by crew on
TWY E near TWY infersection.

“The Might crew did not fully adhere 1o
the ATC tfaxi instructions and failed to
enter TWY AS before lining up. If the crew
had completed the taxi instructions and
properdy entered TWY AS before tirning
for LINEUP, the incident could have
been avodded,” it noted

Mentioning about the contributing fac-
tars for the incident. AALE said the Pilot
Mondtoring (PM) was sy with head
down as he was trying to login on
Electroigic |".i.1|.'|1l Bag (EFB) 1o hrin;_.: thee
digplay back 10 'on’ mode to initiate the
linewp checklist and did nol deeck the
departure runway when Pilot In
Command {MC) was incorrectly lining up
on Taxiway A.

Also, it said the airport is not equipped
with an Advanced Surface Movement
Guidance and Coniral Sysem {A-SMGCS)
which might have improved situational
awareness for ATC with this topography.

AALEB s alwo made safely recommen-
dations in the 22 payge fimall report, inchud
ing asking all operators o encourage their
crew lo criss-check their position wsing the
AMM (Adreraft Moving Mag) funetional-
ity of the EFH, if available as an addition-
al measure alongside primary navigation-
al instruments beéfore take-off

EFB systema inclide real - time GPS posi-
tionimg and airport charls along with
AMM, which albvw fight crew 1o cross-
check their actual position on the airfield
agains e planmed taxi rowte and assigned
runway.

Accarding to AALR, this verification
process is a vital step i preventing ertors
such as taviing Lo or departing from the
wrang EWYITWY, r:nham.'i:n.ﬁ overall sii-
wational awareneds and safety.
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Air India CEO
steps down as
Al Express chief

New Delhi: Air India MD &
CEO Campbell Wilson has step-
peddownaschairman of the Al
Express and Nipun Aggarwal
will take over that role. Aggar-
wal, who is on the board of the
budget airline, will continue in
hisroleas Al's chief commerci-
al officer: Al's chief operating
officer Captain Basil Kwauk
will replace Wilson on the Al
Express board. Wilson will con-
tinueas AirInida MD & CEQO. 1
will obviously remain keenly
interested in Al Express’ pro-
gressand success, fully support
Nipun and Basil in their addi-
tional roles, and remain re-
sponsible for the overall perfor-
mance of the Air India Group,”
Wilson said in a message to
employees. At Al Express, Cap-
tain Basil Kwuak will ensure
“operational synergy between
the (two)airlines.” Tnn
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