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Air India Express plans to drop
Hindon airport from network

Anessh Phainls

ieturmbal

Air bidis Express i pulling
out of Hindon airport, barely
a year after launching opera-
tici to the National Capital
Risyrion airport.
Ar prisent, Air India Ex-
ru'eu operates fights from
lindon o Mumbai amd
B
Whike demand is not a
constramt, Lrpentil.1na| chal-
lenges st Hindon, aircraft
avaibshiliry and the upoom-
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EXFAMSION PLANS. A8 kas drawn up a plan thaz wal result
m the expansion of the termired and increase in-flight fandling
CApaCity sismmy

ing bunch of the Noids xir-  docing some of its services. Diessh ke Aam Magrik (Uidan)
part are said to have guided According to the Airport  scheme in October 2019,
Ah]mlhirprus'plms. Autharity af India, Hindon The AAT has drawn upa
The airdine did net re-  asirport handled 9.6 lakh pas-  plan that will resuleinthe ex-
spond to sn e-mail query. Air - sengers betwesn April and it of the terminal and
Ldia 3" webdite  Jamury incrense in-flight landbing
shows that (Hghts from The airfield hos two park- capacity at Hindon airpart.
Hindon to Bengalurn and  ingbaysand 3 small terminal, The: autharity asked Urtar
Mumbai aresvaibsbleforsale  hinderingits growth, Pradesh for around 9 acres of
only tll March 27, the ks Cecasionally, this alse led  land, and the State is said
iy o the winter schedule. to aircraft holding 2025 have yreed in principle o

IndiGo and Star Air will

minutes as the boys remain

acquire 6.5 acres for the

contimie B operate fram mF‘iL‘d. EXpangion.

Hirsdimn arport. Asan interim measure, the
Data from aviation analyt- EXPANSION PLANS exigting terminal is being ex-

ics firm Ciriuem show 35 per Hindof sirport B owoed by by 7O 5

cent [ewer 'If:iﬁhls have been the Inedien Air Force, and the This will ]'u.'I'F redisced con-

scheduled from Hindon in - AAT runsacivil terminal gestion and in the addition of

April ower a  month-on-
mimth haesis_ with IndiGo re-

Passen ighits  began
from i uf:ﬂr the Ude

russenger amenities, said an
olficial.
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Noida airport inauguration:
Yogi reviews preparedness

B [ssues instructions ® Modi will unvﬂi mrport on March 28

Noida, March 22: Uttar
Pradesh chief minister

Yopi  Adiivanath on
Sunday inspected the
Noida [nternational

Alrport to review prepa-
rations for its inaugura-
tion by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on March
28, officials said.

The CM also carried out
an on-site Inspection of
arrangements for the
inauguration ceremony
and later held a review
meeting with public rep-
resentatives and senior
officials, issuing neces
sary directives,

The inauguration of the
airport and its cargo ter-
minal, along with the
foundation stone laying
for a maintenance, repair
and operations (MRO)
facility, Is scheduled to be
performed by the Prime
Minister on March 28,

According to an official
statement, during the
inspection, Mr
Aditvanath reviewed the
route designated for the
PM's visit and examined
kev locations, including
the passenger terminal,
cargo  terminal, rally
venue, parking areas,
access routes and helipad.

He also issued instruc-
tions to ensure seamless
arrangements at all sites,

The chiel minister sub-

PUE ] 5

Uttar Pradesh chnr:f minister 'rugl Adityanath during the
on-site inspection of the Noida International Airport on

Sunday.

sequently  chaired a
review meeting at the air-
port auditorium, where
detalled discussions were
held on preparations for
the inauguration., event
management, security
arrangements and opera-
tional plans, it stated.
Emphasising the expect-
ed. presence of, public vep-
resentatives, dignitaries,
media personnel and a
large number of people,
Mr Aditvanath directed
officials to ensure meticu-
lous planning and effec-
tive execution of all
arrangements.

- PTI

To give the event a grand
and world-class stature,
he called for extensive
branding and publicity
campaigns to maximise
outreach, according to the
statement.

The CM also directed
that all essential facilities
— including accessibility,
sanitation, uninterrupted
power supply, drinking
water, restrooms, security,
traffic management,
transporiation, fire safety,
medical services and sig-
nage — be completed
ahead of schedule, it
aclded. — PTl
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UP CM asks officials to ensure
smooth Noida airport launch

Vinod Rajput
vinod_rajput@htlive.com

GREATER NOIDA: Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath
on Sunday directed officials to
keep all arrangements in place
to avoid any inconvenience to
the public during the inaugura-
tion of Noida International Air-
port on March 28 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, which
is expected to attract over
150,000 people.

“The arrangements must be
well-organised and effective,
considering the expected pres-
ence of public representatives,
distinguished guests, media,
and a large number of citizens,”
he said. The CM directed the
officials to ensure smooth con-
nectivity to the venue, proper
cleanliness, uninterrupted
power supply, clean drinking
water, sanitation facilities, ade-
quate security arrangements
and traffic management.

“Special instructions were
issued to ensure adequate facil-
ities at parking areas for visi-
tors, including mobile toilets,
help desks, drinking water, and
medical services,” Medha
Roopam, district magistrate
Gautam Budh Nagar, told HT.

The airport is being devel-
oped in four phases. In its first
phase, it will operate with one
runway and one terminal, han-
dling up to 12 million passen-
gers annually.
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Adityanath reviews preparations for PM’s
March 28 launch of Noida Int’l Airport

NOIDA: Uttar Pradesh chief min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
inspected the Noida Interna-
tional Airport to review prepara-
tions for its inanguration by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on March 28, officials said.

The chief minister also car-
ried out an on-site inspection of
arrangements for the inaugura-
tion ceremony and later held a
review meeting with public rep-
resentatives and senior officials,
issuing necessary directives.

The inauguration of the air-
port and its cargo terminal,

along with the foundation stone
laying for a maintenance, repair
and operations (MRO) facility, is
scheduled to be performed by
the prime minister on March 28,

According to an official state-
ment, during the inspection,
Adityanath reviewed the route
designated for the prime minis-
ter's visit and examined key loca-
tions, including the passenger
terminal, cargo terminal, rally
venue, parking areas, access
routes and helipad.

He also issued instructions to
ensure seamless arrangements

at all sites.

The CM subsequently chaired
a review meeting at the airport
auditorium, where detailed dis-
cussions were held on prepara-
tions for the inauguration, event
management, Security arrange-
ments and operational plans, it
stated.

Emphasising the expected
presence of public representa-
tives, dignitaries, media person-
nel and a large number of peo-
ple, Adityanath directed officials
to ensure meticulous planning
and effective execution of all

arrangements.

To give the eventa grand and
world-class stature, he called for
extensive branding and publicity
campaigns to maximise out-
reach, according to the state-
ment.

The CM also directed that all
essential facilities - including
accessibility, sanitation, uninter-
rupted power supply, drinking
water, restrooms, security, traf-
fic management, transportation,
tire safety, medical services and
signage — be completed ahead of
schedule, it added. PTI
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U.P. CM Adityanath inspects
Noida International Airport

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Sunday inspected the Noida International Airport
to review preparations for its inauguration by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on March 28,
officials said. The Chief Minister also carried out
an on-site inspection of arrangements for the
inauguration ceremony and later held a review
meeting with public representatives and senior
officials, issuing necessary directives. e
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Yogiat Jewar
airportdays
before opemng

UP CM Yogi Adityanath at the airport on Sunday ahead of its
inauguration by PM Narendra Modi, scheduled for March 28. ani

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 22

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
madea keyvisit tothe Noida In-
ternational Airport in Jewar to
conduct a review and inspec-
tionahead ofitsinauguration by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
scheduled for March 28.
According to officials, the
PM will also inaugurate the
cargo terminal and lay the
foundation stone of a Mainten-
ance, Repair and Overhaul
(MRO) project on March 28.
Officials said thatthe CM re-
viewed the proposed route of
the PM’s visit and examined
keylocations like the passenger
terminal, cargo terminal, rally
venue, parking areas, access
routes and helipad. Officials,

meanwhile, said that a four-
layer security system will be in
place during the event.
Adityanath also held a re-
view meeting with public rep-
resentatives and senior officials
where discussions were held on
preparations for the inaugur-
ation, security arrangements
and operational plans. He also
directed all departments to
work in coordination and finish
work within the set deadline.
The Indian Express had re-
ported that Phase 1 of the air-
port will have one runway and
an annual passenger handling
capacity of 1.2 crore. Anaverage
of 150 flights are expected to op-
erate daily. "Once the number
of passengers crosses 1 crore an-
nually, the process of constriie-
ting the second runway will
begin,” an official had said.
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Yogi reviews preparations for PM Modi’s
March 28 mauguratlon of Noida Airport

NOIDA: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Sunday inspected the Noida
[nternational Airport Lo review
preparations for il maugtira-
tion by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on March 28, officials
sald. The chiel minister also
carried out an on-sile inspec-
ton of arrangements for the
inauguration ceremony and
later held a review meeting
with public representatives
and senior officials, issuing
necessary directives.

The nauguration of the
airport and its cargo termi-
nal, along with the foundation
stone laying for a maintenance,
repair and operations (MRO)
facility, is scheduled to be per-

formed by the prime minister
on March 28,

According to an official
statement, during the nspec-
tHon, Adityanath reviewed
the route designated for the

prime ministers visit and
examined key locations,
including the passenger ler-
minal, cargo terminal, rally
venie, parking areas, access
routes and helipad.

Chief Minister Yogi Adity-
anath reviewed inauguration
preparations, directing seam-
less arrangements, strong
security and infrastructure,
and extensive branding 1o
ensure a well-planned, large-
scale event with adequate
public facilities. HI
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CM Yogi inspects Noida Airport
ahead of March 28 inauguration

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Noida

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
inspected the Noida
International Airport to
review preparations for its
inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
March 28, officials said.

The chief minister also
carried out an on-site inspec-
tion of arrangements for the
inauguration ceremony and
later held a review meeting
with public representatives
and senior officials, issuing
necessary directives.

The inauguration of the
airport and its cargo terminal,
along with the foundation
stone laying for a mainte-
nance, repair and operations
(MRO) facility, is scheduled to
be performed by the prime
minister on March 28.

According to an official
statement, during the inspec-
tion, Adityanath reviewed
the route designated for the
prime minister's visit and
examined key locations,
including the passenger ter-
minal, cargo terminal, rally

venue, parking areas, access
routes and helipad.

He also issued instructions
to ensure seamless arrange-
ments at all sites.

The chief minister subse-
quently chaired a review
meeting at the airport audi-
torium, where detailed dis-
cussions were held on prepa-
rations for the inauguration,
event management, security
arrangements and opera-

tional plans, it stated.

Emphasising the expected
presence of public represen-
tatives, dignitaries, media per-
sonnel and a large number of
people, Adityanath directed
officials to ensure meticulous
planning and effective execu-
tion of all arrangements.

To give the event a grand
and world-class stature, he
called for extensive branding
and publicity campaigns to

FTi

maximise outreach, accord-
ing to the statement.

The chief minister also
directed that all essential
facilities — including accessi-
bility, sanitation, uninterrupt-
ed power supply, drinking
water, restrooms, Security,
traffic management, trans-
portation, fire safety, medical
services and signage — be
completed ahead of sched-
ule, it added.
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Rising jet fuel pnces to pinch, says Air India CE0

Mumbai/New Delhi,
March 22: The Air India
Group has been signifi-
cantly impacted by the
Middle East conflict and
the financial impact is
“vet to be fully felt”,
according to Air India
chief Campbell Wilson,
who has also stressed the
nead for having a tighter-
than-ever control of
unnecessary expenditure.

Air India and Air India
Express have been grap-
pling with operational dis-
ruptions like other air-

Campbell Wilson

lines since the start of the
conflict involving the US,
Israel, and Iran on Feb. 28.

“In the three weeks since
the conflict started, we
have had to cancel around

2,500 flights to the region.
As of today, we can oper-
ate only around 30
cent of our normal Middle
East schedule because air-
ports and/or airspace are
closed, or are assessed to
be beyond our safety
threshold,” Wilson said in
a message to the staff,
Airline's flights to UK,
Europe, and North Ameri-
ca, are also taking longer
flight paths due to air
space restrictions in the
region, resulting in more
fuel consumption. — PTI
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Govt considering additional
measures to support airlines

TAILWINDS. After removing airfare cap, it mulls lowering airport fee for parked planes

= =]
Rohdt Vaid
Mo Dulhi

The Centre is mulling & re-
duction in :I'.ztulnn I.‘l'I.HI'E\l"S,
1n|.|.|.u.hn,u

, to provide 1-|.|:||. r.u ur
1|.r|r= even as it has removed
the temporary airfare cips to
eade the financil streds in
the sector.

Speaking to busimendine,
industry sources sxid: “After
remurving airfane caps, there
is o discusgon on lowering
airport fees for parked air-
craft vt were earlier de-
ploved tothe Gulf region.™

Gulf rowtes, which ac-
count for a :lgn.lhn.l:ﬂ. slsare
of international flights for
most Indian carriers, have
been disrupted for close toa
monith Industry @akehold-
ers comfirmed that the gov-
ermment i congidering addi-
tomal mesures o 8
Indien carriers. —

The Centre has removed
ey airfare caps, of-
Iﬂm-mmhd_:fﬁdm
cash-strapped sirkines grap-

NO-FLY BOME. Gulf routes, which account for a signifiant
share of internatioral fights for Indian carmers, have been

disrupted for a month

lirgg with surging fuel coses
i b
The decigion comes days
after  India-lmsed curriers
warned of potential .If.u\:hl:
cuts, feet gro
job thL's citirg mumumﬁ
financial strain driven by
high aviation turbine fusel
(ATF) prices, a weak rupes
and high airpart charges.

GREATER FLEXIBILITY

Notably, industry sources
said the removal of fare cpd
will alkew airfines greater
flexibiliry b price tickets in
line with market condigions,
embling a partial pass-
throdgh of rising input cogts.

Airfines had earbier d
o the Ministry of Civil Avi
ation that regulatory aon-
struints on fores were ex-
acerbating losses at a time
when  operating  expenses
had susged ghasply:

Besides, lbcv:&ll.q;hinlml
from the high ATF prices,
which remain o key concerm.
Jet Tl prices across metro
cities mge by nearly dix
cent in the ktest revision
eurlier this month.

Consequently, airfines mm-

d foel surcharges oo

h domestic and interna-
tional routes from March
2024, citing rising ATF prices
and high fuel rxes.

*The minve o remove the
fare cap 'ptm'ilbm critical
headroom  for  airfines o

J:UIE_I yields beteer, -

ring peak travel pert
" said a senior industry
:m-l.llmu

Furthermors, the decdsion
assumes @gnificance as car-
riers prepare for the peak
summer Eravel AEA%06, BT
as b'uupt.ﬂ:ilil_'nl tensions i
West Asia continue to keep
ghobal erade il markets
volatile.

Induistry observers noted
that amy =|'|.':r|:| EnCrease m
ticket prices could fmpact
passenger demand, particy-
larly on price-sensitive do-
mestic rowtes.

"The recent governmernt
notification scrpping tem-
pary airfare caps does not
give sirkines a free hand 1o
charge :|.r|:|1r.m:|'|:|'.I Airfimis
bave already raised fuel sur-
charges, and such surcharges
only cover shocks arimg
from the ride i fuel prices,”
sxid Mark Martin, Founder
and CEQO of Martin
Consulti
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Check unnecessary expenses, Air India CEO tells staff amid West Asia conflict

Thee Adr Inufia groug o besen gignifi-
cantly immpacted by the West Asia ooii-
[Kict s the financialimpact is “vet 1o
be fully felt”, acconding to Adr India
chisel Camphed] Wilsan, whio has also
srressed the need Tor having a tighites
than et contr of

unneeesry expenditime.

Los=-making Afr India and Air
India Express have been grappling
with operational disnupiions [Soe olleer
airliness since the stan ol the conflic
involving the US, lsmel, and Iran on
February 28

“hri the three weeks since the con-
Mict startéd, we hive had 1o caincsl
arcumndd 2500 Hghts 1o the region,”
‘Wikscrt i in o fnessage o e stallaon
Fridliry. According toWikson, the finan-
cial imypact ofthis crisis s vet tobe Fully
[elt, as althoigh the spot prics of jet

Ted bt more than doublad, mest of
the impact wil anly hil thegroup from
mexl manth. “For now, though, we
shoald continse tofocus on sale oper-
atioms, keep Hghter-than-ever contrd
af nat-urgent or Unnecessary expet-
dintre, support exch ather and kiep

detivering wreat A Inifin eereios tooi
customers,” Adr India's MI}and CED
saicl. Adr Dnelia, Alr India Express,
IndiGa, and Ak Alr have inxposed
fuel surchange and change on
tichets amid riging je Toel costs duoe 1o
theconflice. e
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Centre removes
caps on domestic
airfares

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI, PTI:
The government has re-
moved temporary caps on
domestic airfares that were
imposed in the wake of the
IndiGo fMlight disruptions in
December last year.

The airfare caps removal
will be effective from March
23, according to an order is-
sued by the civil aviation min-
istry, Themove alsocomesat
a time when airlines are fac-
ing significant operational
disruptions in international
routes due to West Asia con-
flict. Inthe order, theministry
also said that airlines are re-
quired toexercise pricing dis-
cipline and act responsibly.

“Airlines shall ensure that
fares remain reasonable,
transparentand commensu-
rate with market conditions,
and that passenger interests
arenotadverselyimpacted,”
it said.

The ministryalsostressed
thatany instanceof excessive
or unjustified surge in fares,
would be viewed seriously.
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AIRLINES ASKEDTO KEEP FARES ‘REASONABLE & TRANSPARENT’

Airfares rise up to 10% as

govt removes

YARUQHULLAH KH&N
New Delhi, March 22

AIRFARES oM HIGH-
DEMAMD metro mtes and for
short-notice bookings have
gone up by at least 5-10% as
the government removed price
capis, ac conding lo sstimates by
tmvel agents and analysts.
Prices are expected (o rise
further from Monday when
the caprevocation, announced
onsatunday,comes into effect
The government Imposed the
distancebased fareceilings on
December & 2015, after
IndiGo's mass cancellations
triggered capacity shortages
and jacked upticket prices,
"Tickets on high-demand
meiro  routes, short-notice
bookings, and for dates that
were alrendy pr ced close (o the
oeiling hive alread ystarbed see
Ing a 5-110% rise in prices for
the lastweek of March and carfy
Aprll compared to last week
(March 16-22)"aseniorexecy
tvefrom Yatm.com told FE,
“Avemge last-minuis ticket
lfora ticket booked 36 hours
before the 1!1gh t) prices for
Delhi-Mumbai, Drelhi-Kollata
Mights, which were cappead at
15000 have risen from
€5,500-6, 000 st week (March
16-22) to T6,000- 6,500 in the
comilng week (March 33-39)°
Lokesh Shamma, asenioravia

COST PRESSURE

Bindustry players expectticket prices to

goupfurther, especially in April
ERize in ATF

B The trans Rion cost and the
tounregu ted depreciating of
pricing comes at therupee amid
a time when the ear have
indian carrersare  sddedito the
facing the impact woe s of ndian
of West Asia war airlines

price caps

8 TheFederation of indian Arfines wamed the
gover nment last weslk that kesping the caps while

fuel and routing costs rise was eroding reverue and
could foree route withdrawak or delayed expandion

tion and defence analyst told
FE He added thai the real
impact of the removal of
dometic s capswill bevis-
ibkeafterAprl 15 whenschools
mn |J1I:'I:I:II.I.'II|.F:||' sdart ﬂLIh:II.IIIL'III_H‘
theirsummerbreaksand flight
bookings des

Simikarly, travel analysis
fimm The Adept Trvelerilagmed
that domestic feeder legs into
Delhi, Mumbak and Bengaluru

user] to connect to long- hanl
flights — are seeing a rse in
domestic ticket pricessinee the
poveImment’s announcement
on the remaoval of fane caps.

The ransition to unregu

lated prieing oecum as Indian
carriers facea financial envi
ronment marked by the ongo-
inp conflict in WestAsia, which
has driven aviation turbine
fuel {ATF prices higher Since

early March 2024, ATF has
sEens q.-c mi |-I1.'|'I.I1! FIEI e escala-
tion due to supply interrup
tions, particulady the halt of
vesse] movernent through the
Strait of Hormiiz. Fuel costs
cumrentlyrepresent 30-4(Maof
an  aleline's  opemting
cxpenses, Additionally, the
rupee has reached record lows
against the US dallar, increas
Ing dollar-denominated costs
suchas aircraft lease payments
and engine maintenance
Airlines argued that the cap
wasnolonger sastainable ghven
their cost structure, with the
Federation of Indian Airlines,
repressnting IndiGo, Ale [ndla,
and Spicelet, astwork warning
the government that keeping
the capswhile foel and muting
costs rise was eroding revenus
and could force mute with

drawals ordelayed expansion.
lnsa k=t ter tothe Minist q-m:-
Civil Aviation (MoCA) the
groupcautioned that i asrrent
conditions persisted, carriers
risked “sevene financial losses”
that could push weakeropem
tors towands financialdistress
I'he minisiry, in its Decem
ber & order, capped economy
faresat ¥7,500 forsectoms upto
500 kmy; ¥12,000 for 500
1,000 ks 15,000 for 1,000
1,500 km; and ¥18.000 for
routes beyond 1,500 km,
excluding taxes and fees. The
ministry has now sakl opera-
tions have stabilised and the
cap “shall stand withdrawn
with effect from 2 3rd March,
2026, while warning alrdines
to keep fares “reasonable,
transparent and commensu-
rate with market conditions”
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Impact of war
in W Asia yet
to be fully felt:
Air India CEO

F .
" ]

Air Indka CEO Camplell Wilsan

THEAIR INDIA CGrowgs hasbheen
significantly impacted by the
West Asia eonflict and the
financial impact is "yet to be
fullyfelt’, accomd ing toAlr India
I,'i'[:l{';lmpl'l:lllr’q.'il\nn,_whn}l.nn
also stressed the need for hay-
mga rigﬁurr t han-ever comtrol
of unnecessary axpenditure.
Adr India and Ak India
Express have been grappling
with operational disruptions
like other airlines since the
start of the war.*In the thres
weeks since the conflict
staned, we have had vo cunssl
around 2,500 flights to the
reglon. As of today, we ean
operate n'n|1_.ra|rn||nr| JEFMe of
ournormal Middle East sched-
ule because airports and/orair
spacearechosed oram asesed
tobebeyond our safety thresh-

old] he told the staff.  —PTI
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Jets in UAE fly
amid strikes,
minutes apart

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Commercial flights
are taking off and landing in the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
within minutes of Iranian drone
and missile attacks, according
to an analysis by the Wall Street
Journal (WSJ) of data from
more than 8,700 flights between
February 28 and March 20.

At Dubai International Air-
port, 39 passenger flights were
recorded within a five-minute
window around alerts about
incoming missile and drone
threats, WSJ reported. At Abu
Dhabi and Sharjah airports, the
numbers were six and 12 respec-
tively, WSJ reported. Expanding
the window to 10 minutes
increased the number of
affected flights to 130 across all
three airports, WSJ reported.

Significantly, on March 16, an
Emirates aircraft bound for Bei-
jing departed minutes before an
Iranian drone hit a fuel storage
facility near the airport. Follow-

ing the incident, two incoming
flights were diverted and placed
in holding patterns, but 12 oth-
ers had already taken off within
the preceding 30 minutes. By
midday, the airport returned to
full operations.

According to Osprey Flight
Solutions, an aviation-security
specialist, the UAE has at most
two minutes to react to a ballis-
tic missile fired from Iran, and
15 minutes for a drone.

While no commercial aircraft
has been shot down in the cur-
rent conflict, five planes on the
ground have sustained damage
— two passenger planes parked
at Dubai Airport and three pri-
vate jets hit by debris from
intercepted missiles at Israel’s
Ben Gurion Airport. Etihad,
Flydubai and AirArabia, Emi-
rati carriers have conducted
11,000 flights since the war
began on February 28.

Pilots and crew members
have voiced increasing unease.
Some have reported difficulties
finding safe landing options.
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Air fares likely
to surge as govt
withdraws cap

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar @hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The ministry of civil avi-
ation (MoCA) has withdrawn its
temporary cap on domestic air-
fares, introduced during last
December’s aviation disruption
crisis, thus paving the way fora
likely increase in ticket prices,
particularly ahead of the peak
summer travel and festival sea-
SOMS.

The withdrawal, notified
through an order dated March
20, will come into effect from
March 23. Airlines have been
directed to ensure that fares
remain reasonable, transparent
and aligned with market condi-
tions, while safeguarding pas-
senger interests.

“The effect of withdrawal on
fare cap will be visible during the
peak travel season of May and
June, when education institu-
tions are closed for summer
vacation. Currently, post-Eid,
passenger flow is normal.
Today's Patna-Delhi economy
class air ticket cost between
6,300 and 10,000," said
Kumud Ranjan of Mamta Trav-
els, a travel agent in Patna.

In its order, the ministry said
the aviation sector had stabi-
lised, with flight capacity
restored and operations normal-
ised, rendering the fare caps
unnecessary. However, it cau-
tioned airlines against any
unjustified price spikes.

The move offers relief to air-
lines grappling with rising oper-
ational costs, while retaining
regulatory oversight to ensure
fair pricing. For passengers,
however, it is expected to trans-
late into higher fares.

The now-withdrawn order

(No. 01/2025), issued on Decem-
ber 6, 2025, had imposed emer-
gency fare ceilings following
widespread flight disruptions
caused by an operational crisis
that led to cancellations and a
sharp supply crunch. The caps
aimed to curb abnormal surges
in ticket prices and prevent prof-
iteering while ensuring afforda-
bility during a period of con-
strained capacity.

Under the December order,
distance-based fare ceilings were
fixed at around ¥7,500 for routes
up to 500 km; F12,000 for sectors
between 500 and 1,000 km;
215,000 for sectors between
1,000 and 1,500 km; and up to
%18,000 for longer routes above
1,500 km, excluding taxes and
fees. These limits applied to one-
way economy-class tickets and
were conceived as a temporary
stabilisation measure.

“Despite operational normali-
sation, domestic airfares have
remained elevated due to multi-
ple external pressures, particu-
larly ongoing conflicts in West
Asia. A surge in aviation turbine
fuel prices has significantly
increased airline costs, while air-
space restrictions and rerouting
of international flights have led
to longer flight durations and
higher fuel consumption. Air-
lines have also raised fuel sur-
charges by up to 3500 on certain
domestic routes, with some car-
riers like IndiGo now reflecting
these charges separately in ticket
pricing,” said Ranjan.

Raman Jha of Super Tours
and Travels, said the aviation
industry was going through a
critical phase as nearly 40%
travel was down due to West
Asia conflicts, affecting domestic
travel as well.
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{ RELEASES FITNESS POLICY }
Air India proposes pay cut
of crew if BMI not in range

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Air India cabin crew
who fall outside prescribed
weight limits can be pulled off
flights without pay, subjected to
unannounced BMI checks before
or after duty, and required to
clear functional fitness tests
before being allowed to fly again,
under a new health and fitness
compliance policy that comes
into effect on May 1, 2026.

The policy, which applies toall
permanent and fixed-term con-
tract cabin crew, introduces a
graded corrective framework tied
to body mass index (BMI) — ran-
ging from medical evaluation and
fitness assessments for those in
the overweight category to imme-
diate de-rostering and loss of pay
for those classified as obese.

The airline cited fitness for
professional duties as the basis
for its new policy.

“In addition to health improve-
ment and welfare, the aim of this
policy is to ensure that all cabin
crew are in their best physical
health to deliver on the expected
performance standards. Crew
members must take proactive
measures to be within the speci-
tied normal BMI range... Conse-
quences will apply for non-com-
pliance to assessment timelines
and repeated defaulters,” the air-
line states in its ‘Cabin Crew
Health and Fitness Compliance
Policy’ document.

Air India will conduct ad hoc

weight checks before or after
flights, the policy states. REUTERS

Under the policy, a BMI
between 18 and 24.9 is classified
as the “desired range.” BMIs
between 25and 29.9 (overweight)
and below 18 (underweight) are
acceptable subject to medical
clearance and functional assess-
ment. A BMI of 30 or above is
classified as “notacceptable.”

Air India will conduct ad hoc
weight checks before or after
flights or during training at the
home base or training academy,
the policy document — seen by
HT — states.

An Air India spokesperson
said, “We have introduced a pol-
icy promoting awareness around
healthy lifestyles and providing
guidance on maintaining appro-
priate fimess levels. Itis intended
to support crew members in sus-
taining long-term health while
being fully prepared for the oper-
ational demands of their role and
isin line with World Health Orga-

nisation's BMI classifications...
Ensuring that cabin crew are
physically capable of handling
critical onboard situations is a
key priority for the airline.”

Crew found to be underweight
will be de-rostered and required
to undergo a medical evaluation
within seven days, at their own
expense. If no underlying condi-
tion is identified, they must clear
a functional assessment before
returning to flying duty.

“If the crew is unsuccessful in
clearing the functional assess-
ment, they will be placed on loss
of pay (LoP) until they clear the
Functional Assessment,” the pol-
icy states.

Crew in the overweight cate-
gory face de-rostering and must
clear the functional assessment
before being re-rostered; failure
to do soresults in loss of pay until
they pass.

The policy is most stringent for
those classified as obese. They are
immediately de-rostered and
placed on loss of pay, and must
undergo medical tests — includ-
ing blood sugar and lipid profile
— within seven days, also at their
OWN EXPENSE.

A return to flying duty is per-
mitted only after achieving an
acceptable BMI and clearing the
functional assessment.

“Any test results of medical
examination undergone by the
crew prior to being identified as
obese shall not be considered,”
the document states.
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Track
airfares

India's civil aviation ministry
has withdrawn caps pliced on
domestic airfares as more
expensive fuel amid the West
Asiawar and a weakening rupee
send costs for airlines soanng.
While airtines will now be able
tovraise airfanes, the ministry has
cautioned that instances of
excessivesurge “will be viewed
sersously” and that the cops muy
be reintroduced or other steps
taken to safepuand the public
interest. These caps had been
placed in December after flight
cancellations by Inditio sent
airfares soaring. But with the
situation having normalized_ it's
welcome that this emengency
measure has been withdrawn,
Pricing freedom is important
for private enterprise and cost
pass-throughs are sometimes
inevitable, Bul carriers mustn't
turn exploitative. With just two
main plavers, India's market
lacks the level of competitive
intensity needed for competi-
tion to playa regulatory role in
assuring costomers a Gir deal.
Since aidines wield dispropor-
tiomate power and provide a
vital service, the government
should keep track of their fares.
1t may be a long while before
Indian skies are well contested
again. But ensuring that they
areshould be treated asa matier
ofuroency by New Dolhi.
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Air ticket fares
likely to surge
from today

5 LALITHA i@ NewDelhi

BRACE for higher airfares
from Monday as the temporary
price cap imposed by the gov-
ernment in December, in the
wake of the Indigo crisls, s
set to expire.

It comes at a time when the
airlines have seen a rise in op-
erational expenses on account
of the circuitous routes taken
by international flights due to
the ongoing war in West Asia
between US-Israel and Iran.
Airlines had recently intro-
duced a fuel surcharge to offset
the higher operational expens-
es due to the rize in price of
Aviation Turbine Fuel.

Referring to the Indigo crisis
in December, the order said,
“The prevailing situation has
since stabilised, with restora-
tion of capacity and normali-
sation of operations across
the sector.”

While removing the fare cap,
the povernment has directed
airlines to exercise pricing dis-
cipline and warned that “ex-
cessive or unjustified surge in
fares during periods of peak
demand or disruptions” could
force the government to re-

introduce fare caps or make
other interventions in the pub-
lic interest.

“Adrlines shall ensure that
fares remain reasonable, trans.
parent and commensurate with
market conditions, and that
passenger interests are not ad-
versely impacted,” it said.

The order al=o comes in the
backdrop of the Federation of
Indian Alrlines, which repre-
sents three major airlines in
the country, calling for the roll-
back of a recent announcement
by the ministry mandating that
604 of =edats in any flight be al-
located free of cost.
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Flying set to cost more as govt
removes domestic airfare cap

Saurabh.Sinha @timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Brace vourself for steep-
er domestic airfares as airlines will
be able to pass on their escalated op-
erating costs to passengers from
next week, The domestic airfare cap
of Rs18,000(UDFE passenger security
fees & taxes extra) that was imposed
on Dee &, 2025, during the IndiGo cri-
sis will be lifted from Monday
(March 23).

While the aviation ministry or-
der says “excessive or unjustified
surge infares during periods of peak
demand, disruptions or exigencies
will be viewed seriously”™ and fare
caps can be reintroduced “if re-
quired in public interest”, airline
companies are facing their biggest
crisis since the Covid pandemic six
Years ago.

ey
L =l

HEADING SKYWARDS

Dollar-denominated costs have
skyrocketed with the rupee plung-
ing tonew all-timelows onadaily ba-
sis during the West Asia conflict.
Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) pricing
remains a big concern.

International airfares have been
very high since the war began as op-
erating airlines’ capacity to and
from the west has shrunk and the big
three Gulf carriers are flying very

few flights. Since airlines have not
got any fiscal relief on ATF excise
(from Centre) or VAT (from some
places like Delhi and Mumbai), they
had categorically asked the central
govt to cap airfares if their costs can
be similarly capped too. While Indi-
Go and Tata Sons' Air India group
have deep pockets, most of the other
Indian airlines are struggling to re-
main afloat.

Airlines say while costs have
zone through the roof, there is a limit
tofare hikes as that affect demand.

“The financial impact of this cri-
sis is yet to be fully felt, as although
the spot price of jet fuel has more
than doubled, most of the impact
will only hit us from next month,”
Air India CEO Campbell Wilson
stated in his weekly message to em-
ployees Friday.
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agsengers seated 1o the
iright or left) can see the
pyramids of Giza," Fa-
tigued pilots of Air India
operating flights o and
Mrom the West now often
make this announcement
o clear ViDL days while overflying
Egvpt on the exeruciatingly longer routes
irnposed by the US-lsrael waragainst ran
Since Feb 23, going west — exoept to the
west eoast of North Americs — from India
myesns overlying Arabian Sea while steor
ing clear of Poldstan for Indian carriers)
] Irsunkan adrsgece: (for all), then turming
right from over Oman én route to Muscat,
Sandi Arabia or bevond, via Cairo, tn Eu-
rope, UK and North America, It's the smme
route on the way back. The war-mmne air
triTie eorridor covering the alrspaces ol
Afghanistan (starting with Pakistan for
Incliam arriers), Iran, Irsq, Lebanon, Jor
dun, Israel besrs a desarted look with al-
micat all planes Mying below this passage,
The usable corridors in the region, like
parts of Saudi Arabin, are seeing the war
affiect them, oo
The impact: Air Indin Delhi-London
nom-Etop Mying time has increased 50%
rom about eight hours — when both Paki-
stan {for Indian carriers)iand Afzhanksian
avirsgeioe s fo be open — jo over 12 bours
now wfter the Iran war Tis Mumbak-New
York 13-14-hour non-stop has beoome 3 one
stop via Rome with the travel time close to
21 hours now IndiGo nses wide body air
craft of Norway's Norse Atlantic airline,
which eompletely bypass West A=ia par the
EU regiilator's advice, They Oy over the
Arahian Sea right up to Africa, and then
turn right fo iy north to Cadro sod bevond
Same route on return forall
Since Feb am, the Iran war bas led to
passengers fiscing a sharp rise in airfares
and drastie fall in travel options with the
Big Throe — Emirates, Ceatiar Airways, and
Etihad — ot of the pleture fir now Air-
Limes have seen their operating cosis sky.
rockat, fewer lucrative Gulf flights. and
farigued pilots at thecomtrols of thelr wide.
body aircraft. Hem's how it is impacting
different staleeholders:

Indian

Shrunk Network: They used to have be
tween 400 and 500 daily flights between
Inddia and the West, 8 number that has
sharply fallen since Feb 28 due to the clo-
sureof alrports in Rahrain and Doha, even
itz those in UAE stay spocadically open and
offer shots. COmly & few places, Tike purts of
Sl anel Museat, luve regular s and
overflyving these davs in the region.

Half of IndiGo’s 400 daily internation
ul flights were to the West and that has
shrunk to a handfol now. Air India Ex
prss bl 110 ekind Iy W an.nulwnb
which is now down to 50 “ad hoe™ eonnee-
s Aldr India had 254 scheduled weelly
West Asin flights and that's dropped to
a0 Akasa and Sploslel hve also ssen
@ peducti n their Gulfl fights.

Escalating Operating Costs: Sines
the Iran war began, aviatlon turbine Neel
(ATF) prices heve effectively risen every
e th rupes hits o e low, which ks a
daily feabure now It currently costs about
#1017 per kilo litre (kL) tn both Delhi and
Mumbii — up from about $778 last month,
Bt the INR-fo-USD exchange rate has
gone from Hs 31 10 Hs 93,30, So have all
dollar-denominated costs — like lease
rentals and maknienance — escalatoed

Totop it all, routes hive got much long-
er, which means burning much more of
that cosly fusl. A Boeing T87 burns shout

Airspace closures
due to the ongoing

CAUSE OF MISERY

retches flights,
and wallets

Iran war have driven up
operating costs for airlines
and caused a world of
inconvenience to passengers,
while pilots fight fatigue as
flying times go up, says

Saurabh Sinha

AwmwwaﬂﬁesmstsmtEnuﬂw
Dubal International Airport earlier this week

five tonnes of fuel every hour and a BTT7
abaut 7.5 tonnes. I fiving time goes ap by
two hotrs, there’s an exten 1015 fonmes
burnt per flight. At 8817 per tonne for in-
ternational Nights of domestic carriess,
and the rupee at 93.30 to a dollar;, the extra
encpeense o fuss] alone works ot io Rs 000
per hour: Ajr India has 358 weekly Dights
1o the West — covering Europe, UK and
Noeth Armerica — whichare still opesting

Inddian operators apload
much more fuel than usual
from India these days so that
aireraft can renurn home with

06 Ciren

o the Maharaja, The Al Grossp, IndiCo and
Alknzahmwe i afoel surcharge, rang-
ing from Rs 189 to $200, on thelr ights
Insurance costs for flights to West Asin
Tave somped by as much as Rs 3040 lakh for
a parrow-body meturn trip and Bs 90 lakh
o s 1 erore for a wide-hody roumd irip

Fatigued Crew

With alreran Dy ing much longsr routes t
and from the West, Air India
sought — and got — exemption
from flight duty time Lmitation
rulea for its crew fram the Di-

passengpers — instead of get Dmﬁﬂﬂ mectorate Generalof Civil Avin
ting stuck — in case of esca- costs, it does tiem (DGCAL The repulntor has
lated Nghting In West Asia not make now allowed bts pilots o iy op
More fuel means a heavier 1o 115 hours, which means two
plane. And heavier the plane, :mgenule piloes can operate omger fights
more is the fuel burn, pera withiout the need for a thind one
‘Al current operating mﬁgﬁi that would allow them o rest in
cosis, It does not make sense | We are doing turn en route. Pllots hine been
tevoperate the West flights, We soasa {lying the longer routes from
are dalng &0 as & conminment commitment lase April hzell, when Pakisian
e Keep our e connectod to keep our airspace wits closed during Op-
Flying atreraft has always ﬁl'ﬂ‘i eration Sindoor. The lran war
meant defying nature, with connected has further stretched the al-
heavy metal mbes kept air- o ready long routes.
b Now, atber the Lian wat mﬂ.”" Al's Boedng 787 Dreamliner

they are defying economics.

o, aaded a serdor official, Alr

lines" pleas to govt for some relief on ATF

exrise or VAT have been futile so far
The impact ks staggering for all, mone

pilots are worst hit as that air
crall's cockpil seat allows lim
ited recline due to a safety issoe. “We ane
pushing our body to the Hmi of human
endurance,” is what o B7E7 pilet had to sy,

HOW THE SKIES CHANGED

mmmww

WHAT IT MEANS FOR
FLIGHTS FROM INDIA

Take an Al Mumbai-New Yark flight. What was a non-stop
sorvice, lasting less than 17 hours before Feb 28, Is now an
ower 20-hour Mlight, with a stop in Rome

Mumbai to New York

0 avoid
mmmmummm

 HewYork

'fltléwm}mmﬂlnmhﬂnq
the Gulf aftogether, which would

Flying time from Dedhi to Londan has gane
up by ower 50% — from about & howrs
with Pakistan and (ran ovarfly (A), to over
12 hours with the Iran war now (B). The
duration kept inCreasing in between after
Taliban's takeaver in Afghanistan (8) and
due to Op Sadoor ()

Dethi to London

Away from flights, some ways in which war's hurting India...

Medical devices: Rising medical-grade
plastic, freight and gas costs
are threatening medical
supplies like syringes,

n sentiment echoed by others. “Imagine
altting in an uncormiortable offiee chair for
115 hours straijght and being present 100%
foor thee entire duration as we are Nying
close toa war sone with GPS janmuming and
sponfing all the way from the airspaces
close o Pakistan (o bovond Turkey Adr
lines should be asked to increase pilot
avalkabdliny God forbid, IF something goes
wrong, just blame the pilot. That's the
nsual seript.”

Hoth Al and DGCA are aware of the
difficulties, which they hlame on extraor
dinary circumstanoes. Al bas converted 30
B7TT pilots tothe Dreamliner and they ore
expertiedd (o star lving in two months

W hove furmally sowsht coordinated
Might time (FT3 and fight duty period
(FDIP) exemiptions from DGCA. These ex-

Fertilisers: LNG disruption ts affecting
amemienia and urea production ahead of
kharif seaton

emptions are intendad to be nsed onby il
the current Middle East airspace restric
tions are in effect and are critical for main-
tnining schedule integrity and minimise
passenger incomvenienoe. . Al such exemp-
thons are supported by safiety risk assess-
it il WLl bee appliod strictly n socord-
ance with approved conditions” Al senbor
Vi Meghn oge), Capr Maniah Uppal, sabd in
& mail recently to pilots.

Turbulence Hits

When the Iran wnr broke out, passengers
wers forced toshell sut enormeis amounts
1o fly to thenr destinations, and India was
noexeeption. An Indlan student, wio had
oome to Delhi from Ireland in mid Feb for
Thisgrandfathes last rites, pald Ra181akh
for 8 one-way ticket (o return o college.

Many people are bolding on to their
bookings on Emirates. Etihad Qatar Ajr-
ways for this summen IF the war does not
end quickly and those nirlines don't re-
stove flights soon thereafter, airfares on
piher options will defy gravity in the ap-
proachi ummer travel months that
bégin fro iy April in India

Adding
Gulf carriers have historically carried a
signiflcant chunk of traffle botween India
and the rest of the world via their mega
huhbs like Dubai, Doha, and Abo Dhabi.
The sudden unavailability of the Big
Three has created 8 vacuum, with passen-
pers who'tl already booked on them for
travel post Feb 28 now looking for alterna-
tives and, thus, chasing the same Hmited
options as those making fresh bookings.
AlrTndia s adding as many extra fighis
fon the Waest s possibie, Lodtheuns degloyed
its So0=eater Alrbus A380 instead of the
Fa-geatir AI50 on Munich-Delhl and Mo
nbch-Mumbsi routes sapart from increasing
frequenicy between Chenrsd and Frankfrt.
SWISS will operwte n second dally service
between Delhi and Zurich during March
1934, Lufthansa |s weighing the option of
getting more group nirlines to Indin. Onky
Luhenmessn, SWISS and FTA now [y (o Indin
there are other group corriers that do not
as of now, incloding Austrian, Brussels
Airfines, Discover, and Eurowings.
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Airfare cap removed; fuel shock may push travel cost up

SHEKHAR SINGH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 22
Who will pay more to iy, what
has changed in ticket pricing,
when will fares start rising,
where will the impact be felt
mnst, why has the cap been lift-
ed and how will aidines
respond, the reset in India's
aviaion market has bepun
after the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion removed domestic amrfare
cap from March 23, even as a
global fud shock drven by the
USIsmelIran conflict plishes
costs sharply higher

Imvits March 20 order the min-

istry withdrew the temporary
fiare cedling imposed o Decem-
ber 6, 2025, when large-arabe dis-
ruptions, particularly invobving
IndiGGo, had tiggered aspike in
ticket prices. The cap, which
kept oneway economy fares
within roughly Rs 13000
depending on distance, has now
been lifted citimg “nomaksation
of operations acmss the sector”,
But the order draws a clear
red Iine, Tt saed “any mstanceof
excessive or unjustified surge
in fares. .. paricuady dunng
peak demand, disruptions, or
evgencies, will be viewed seri-
oushy” and added that fare

-

FILE

caps orotherinterventions can
be reintroduced if required in
pullic interest. The Direc
torate General of Civil Aviation
has been tasked with monitor
ing fares inreal time,

The timing of dereguilation is
orucial, Leomes just as globalail
markets are under sress due to

Indi

§ pe—

theongoing condlict. For aidines,
this is not & marginal increase,
Aviation turbine fud (ATF),
wiuch accounts for up to 45 per
centofoperiting costs is dlready
firming up and 15 expected o
rise flirther from April 1

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu has acknowl-

edped the presaure, stating that
the impact of nsing ATF prices
“is definitely poing to be there”,
The situatin iscompounded by
operational changes, inchuding
kmpger flight paths toavod sen-
sitive arspace, which inorease
firel biim and costs per flight
Airlines have begun passing
on the burden. Air India and its
subsidiary have introduced a
Rs 399 fusdd sumharge on
domestic tickets. IndiGGo has
imposed levies ranging from
Rs 425 to Rs 2300 per sector,
whibe Alcasa Air has added sur-
charges of up to Rs 1,300,
Inchustry signals paint to more

upward pressure The Federa-
tim of Indian Airlines has
wamed that recent repulatory
proposals, induding a directoee
mandating G0 per cent free seat
alloeation, could erode akey rev-
enue stream. It said the finan-
cial impact would be “sipnifi-
cant” and muy compel aidines
o recover losses thmouph e
increases. Fir passengers, the
impact will not be unifoom. On
mutes with high competition
amd for early bookings, fares
may rermain stable, But onpeak
mites, last-minute tavel and
during dismiptions, prices ame
expected o rse more sharply
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