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AAI launches India’s first indigenous
friction testing machine at city airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 21 MARCH

The Airports Authority of
India (AAD has introduced
the country's firstindigenously
developed friction testing
machine or vehicle at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport in
Kolkata.

This state-of-the-art equip-
ment plays a crucial role in
ensuring safe aircraft opera-
tions by conducting manda-
tory friction tests on runways
as per Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) reg-
ulations. The friction testing
machine offers several advan-
tages, enhancing runway
safety and compliance with
international aviation stan-
dards.

An official of the AAI said
that the key benefits of the
indigenous friction testing
machine are meant to enhance
runway safety. "The machine
measures the friction levels
on the runway during aircraft
takeoffand landing, reducing

the risk of skidding and
improving overall safety. As
the DGCA mandated testing,
s0 it ensures that the airport
adheres to DGCA regulations,
which require periodicfriction
tests for safe aircraft move-
ment," said the officials.
Anotherbenefitisitis a boost
to the ‘Make in India’ Initiative,
the official said. "Developed
under the ‘Make in India’
initiative, this innovation
reduces dependence on
imported equipment, making
Indian airports more self-
reliant. It also will provide
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accurate and quick results.
"Equipped with advanced
technology, themachine pro-
vides precise data, enabling
airport authorities to take
timely corrective measures.
At the same time, it will also
provide an all-weather reli-
ability. The system functions
efficiently even in adverse
weather conditions, such as
heavy rain, ensuring accurate
surface analysis of the run-
way.

With the machine, the air-
port canlower its maintenance
cost. Since the machine is

indigenously manufactured,
its maintenance and repair
costs are significantly lower
compared to foreign alter-
natives," said the official.
With thislaunch, Kolkata air-
port became the first in the
country to adopta fully Indi-
an-made friction testing vehi-
cle, marking a milestone in
India’s aviation safety infra-
structure. Ensuring safer skies
with advanced technology,
the introduction of this indige-
nous friction testing machine
is expected to significantly
enhance safety measures at
Indian airports. By reducing
foreign dependence, ensuring
regulatory compliance, and
providing real-time data on
runway conditions, AAI has
taken a major step toward
strengthening India’s aviation
ecosystem.

This development aligns
with India’s broader goal of
self-reliance in critical airport
infrastructure and reinforces
the country’s commitment
toworld-class aviation safety
standards.
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Fire shuts down
Heathrow Airport

Global travel dlsrupted, at least 1,350 flights affected

London, March 21: 4
larges fire near
London’s  Heathrow
Airport knocked out
power on Friday to
Europe's busiest flight
huhb, forcing it to shut
and disrupting
lobal travel for hun-
reds of thousands of
PAsSENEErs,

Heathrow said it did-
n't know when power
would be returned, but
energy  distributor
National Grid said in
the mid-afternoon that
an interim solution
that reconfigured its
natwork would restore
electricity to
Heathrow and other
customers.

1t WHS unclear
whether power to the
airport had been fully
restored, but lights
were on in Terminal 4
and elevators were
working in the park-
ing garage.

At least 1,350 flights
to and from Heathrow
were affected, flight
tracking SECVice
FlightRadar 24 said,
and the impact was
likely to last several
days as passengers try
to reschedule their
travel and airlines
work to get planes and
crew (o the right
places.

Authorities do not
know what caused the
fire but so far say they
have no evidence it
WaSs SUsplcions.

Residents in  west
London described
hearing a large explo-
sion, followed by a fire-
ball and clouds of sm-
oke, when the hlaze
ripped through the
electrical substation
near the airport, Some
120 flights were in the
air when the closure
was announced, with
some turned around

An aerial nhm:ugmuh shuws smnke hllluwlnu
from a substation supplying power to Heathrow
Airport amid efforts to douse the remainder of
the flames after a fire broke out in Hayes. on
Friday.

and others diverted to
Gatwick Airport out-
side London, Charles
de Gaulle Airport near

Paris  or Irelands
Shannon Airpart,
tracking SErvices
showed

Lawrence Hayes was
three-quarters of the
way to London from
New York when Virgin
Atlantic announced
they were heing divert-
ed to Glasgow

“It was a red-eye
flight and I'd already
had a full day so I
dom’t even knmow how
long I've been up for,”
Hayes tald the HEC as
he was getting off the
plane 1 Scotland
“Luckily | managed to
get hold of my wife
and she's kindly
booked me a tran tick-
et to get back to
Euston, but its going
to be an incredibly
long dax

Heathrow is one of
the worlds busiest air-
ports for international
travel. It had its
busiest January on
record  earlier this
vear, with more than
6.3 million passengers,
up more than 5 per
cent from the same
period last year

Still, the disTuption
Friday fell short of the
one caused by the 20010
eruption of leelands
Eyjafjallajokull  vol-
cano, which spewed
clouds of ash into the
atmosphere and creat-
ed trans-Atlantic air
travel chaos for
maonths,

Unclear what caused
the fire but foul play
not suspected, [t was
ton early to determine
what sparked the huge
blaze about two miles
(2 kilometers) from the
airport, but theres no
suggestion of foul play,
energy secretary Ed
Miliband said.

The Metropolitan
Police force said coun-
terterrorism  detec-
tives were leading the
investigation because
of their ability to find
the cause quickly and
because of the loca-
tion of the electrical
substation fire and its
impact on critical
national infrastruc-
fure.

Heathrow said its
backup power supply
designed for emergen-
cies worked as expect-
ed, but it was not
enough to run
whole airport

the
AP

VOLCANO ERUPTS,
MANY EVACUATED

Jakarta, March 21:
At least seven interna-
tional flights from
Indonesia’s resort
island Bali have been
cancelled, an airport
official said Friday,
after a volcano in the
archipelagn mation's
east erupted, shooting
dark ash eight kilome-
tres into the sky and
forcing thousands to
evacuate, Mount
Lewotohi Laki-Laki, a
1, 703-metre (5,587-foot)
twin-peaked volcano
on the tourist island of
Flores, erupted for 11
minutes and nine sec-
onds late Thursday,
authorities said, rais-
ing the volcano's alert
status to the highest
level.

As of 45 am (T:15
am 15T} Friday, “seven
international fli
had been cancelled,
six of them are Jetstar
flights bound to
Anstralia and one Air
Asia flight to Kuala
Lumpur,” Bali's
Wgurah Rai Interna-
tional Airport spokes-
man, Andadina Dyah,
said in a statement.

Several other flights
—hoth domestic and
international, includ-
ing to Thailand,
Singapore and Au-
stralia — have been
delayed, it said,

The local govern-
ment has declared a
14-day emergency and
established & com-
mand post to coordi-
nate response efforts,

disaster REETCY
spokesman Ahdul
Muhari, said. — AFP
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Major fire at Heathrow, 1,350 flights
hit; impact to last ‘several days’

First plane lands

after 18 hours at

Europe’s busiest
airport

——

LONDON, AP/PTI

he first plane landed at
THeathruw Airport late

on Friday, about 18 hours
after an inferno at an electri-
cal substation caused a power
outage thatshuttered Europe’s
busiestair travel hub.,

The British Airways jet
touched down just before sun-
set after Heathrow lifted its
closure order that disrupted
global travel for hundreds of
thousands of passengers. At
least 1,350 flights to and from
Heathrowwereaffected, flight
tracking service FlightRadar
24 said, and the impact was
likely to last several days as
passengers try to reschedule
theirtravel and airlinesworkto
reposition aircraft and crews.

Causenotclear

Authorities do not know what
caused the fire but so far have
found no evidence it was sus-
picious. Residents in west
London described hearing a
large explosion, followed by a
fireball and clouds of smoke,

;
e
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People wait at the Paddington railway station, after a fire at a nearby electrical substation
wiped out power at the Heathrow International Airport, in London, on Friday. REuTERS

whenthe blaze ripped through
the electrical substation near
theairport,

About 120 flights were in
the air when the closure was
announced, with some turned
around and others diverted
to Gatwick Airport outside
London, Charles de Gaulle
Airport near Parisor Ireland’s
Shannon Airport, tracking ser-
vicesshowed. Lawrence Hayes
was most of the way toLondon
from New York when Virgin
Atlantic announced the plane
was being diverted to Glasgow.

“It was a red-eye flicht and

I'd already had a full day, so 1
don’t even know how long I've
been up for,” Hayes told the
BBC as he was getting off the
plane in Scotland. “Luckily
[ managed to get hold of my
wife and she’s kindly booked
me a train ticket to get back to
Euston, but it's going to be an
incredibly long day.”
Heathrow is one of the
world's busiest airports for
international travel. It had its
busiest January onrecord ear-
lier this year, with more than
6.3 million passengers, up
more than 5 per cent from the

same period last year.

Still, the disruption Friday
fell short of the one caused by
the 2010 eruption of lceland’s
Eyjafjallajokull volcano, which
spewed clouds of ash into
the atmosphere and created
trans-Atlantic air travel chaos
for months. It was too early to
determine what sparked the
huge blaze about 3 kilometres
fromtheairport, butthere’s “no
suggestion” of foul play, Energy
Secretary Ed Miliband said.

The Metropolitan Police
force said counterterrorism
detectives were leading the

investigation because of their
ability tofind the cause quickly
and because of the location of
the electrical substation fire
and its impact on eritical na-
tional infrastructure.

Heathrow said its backup
power supply designed for
emergenciesworked asexpect-
ed, butitwasnotenough to run
the whole airport. “We expect
significant disruption over the
coming days, and passengers
should not travel to the airport
under any circumstances until
the airport reopens,” the air-
port said,

The widespread impact of
the fire that took seven hours
to control led to criticism that
Britain was ill prepared for di-
saster or some type of attack if
asingle blaze could shut down
Europe’s busiest airport.

*The UK’s critical national
infrastructure is not sufficient-
lyhardened for anywhere near
the level it would need to be at
to giveus confidence thiswon't
happenagain,”said Alan Men-
doza, the executive director
of the Henry Jackson Society,
a security think tank. “If one
fire can shut down Heathrow
...ittells yousomething’s badly
wrongwith oursystem of man-
agement of such disasters.”

Tom Wells, a spokesperson
for Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er, acknowledged that author-
ities had questions to answer
and said a rigorous probe was
needed.



_ AN
HIeeg fAa=ga= wifdswon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DACCAN HEROLD BANGLORE 22 MARCH 2025

India flights hitin
chaos triggered
by shutdown of

Heathrow Airport

NEW DELHI/LONDON/BENGALURU,
AGENCIES & DHNS: Air India said its
operations to and from London's
Heathrow Airport, one of the busiest
intheworld, have been disrupted after
a power outage shut down the air hub
onFriday.

The outage, caused byafireataLon-
don electricity substation, triggered
travel chaos for passengers around the
world and the cancellation or diversion
ofhundreds of flights. Europe’sbusiest
airport began resuming flights late on
Friday and officials hoped it would be
fully operating by Saturday. Heathrow
said its teams had worked trelessly to
reopen the airport.

Earlier, Air India said one flight had
returned to Mumbai, another diverted
to Frankfurt and other flights remain-
ing cancelled due to temporary suspen-
sion of operations at the airport.

Fivedirect flights—three departures
and two arrivals — linking Heathrow
and Bengaluru's Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport were cancelled.

KIAsources told DH that three flights
of three airlines — Virgin Atlantic, Air
India and British Airways — departing
Bengaluru for London were cancelled,
while arrivals of an Air India and a Brit-
ish Airways flight suffered a similar fate.

Apart from Air India, British Airways
and Virgin Atlantic have daily direct
flights between various Indian cities
and Heathrow.
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BLAZE AT A POWER STATION FORCED CLOSURE OF AIRPORT IN LONDON FOR MOST OF FRIDAY

Heathrow Airportsaid it was "ful-
ly operational” Saturday but the-
re were some delays and cancella-
tions as Europe's busiest air hub
resumed flights a day after a po-
wer station fire caused mayvhem.

The electricity substation blaze
knocked out power at the London
airport, closing it for most of Fri-
day before some flights began to
arriveand take off later intheeve-
ning. The shutdown affected tho-
usands of passengers around the
world and raised serious ques-
tions about the reliability of one
of the United Kingdom's most cri-
tical pieces of infrastructure.

"We can confirm that Heathrow
is open and fully operational to-
day," an airport spokesperson sa-
id Saturday. "Teams across the
airport continue to do everything
they can to support passengers
impacted by yvesterday's outage at
an off-airport power substation."

About 1,350 flights were affected
by Friday's closure, according to
the Flightradar24tracking websi-
te. Around 120 Heathrow-bound
planes were In the air when the
closure wasannouncedand had to
bediverted.

SOME DELAYS, CANCELLATIONS

Delaysand cancellations were lik-
ely throughout Saturday as airli-
nes scrambled to clear a backlog
of flights and reposition aircraft
and crews. "We have hundreds of
additional colleagues on hand in
our terminals and we have added
flightstotoday'sscheduletofacili-

tate anextral0,000 passengersira-

velling through the airport,” the
spokesperson said.
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Fasiengers wailuln gth rou gh terminal 5 of the Heathrow Airportin

London on Saturday Reuters

British Airways said it expected
to operate around 85% of its sche-
duled flightsattheairport throug-
hout the day. The airline would
normally run about 600 arrivals
and departures on a Saturday.

"We are planning to operate as
many flights as possible to and
from Heathrow on Saturday, but
torecover anoperationof oursize
aftersuch asignificantincidentis
extremely complex," a British
Airways spokesperson said.

"We expect around 85 percent of
our Saturday Heathrow schedule

to run, but it is likely that all tra-

velling customers will experience
delays as we continue to navigate
the challenges posed by Friday's
power outage at theairport.”
Virgin Atlantic said it plans "to
run a near full schedule with limi-
ted cancellations today".
Travellers appeared jolly as pla-

nes took the skies again.

"We feel lucky. It feels evervthing
is running quite smoothly,” said
45-year-old Claire Montgomery,
whose flight home to Austin, Tex-
as, was scheduled on time.

David Storck, a university pro-
fessor, said it was "miraculous”
his flight to Savannah in the US
state of Georgia, was reported as
just five minutes late. "Everyone's
in a positive mood. 1 was expec-
ting people to be sour but I think
everyoneisjustsorelieved,” hesa-
id of the atmosphere.

OVERNIGHT FLIGHT CURBSLIFTED
Restrictions on overnight flights
have been temporarily lifted to
help ease congestion, according
tothe UK's transport department.
Around 230,000 passengers use
Heathrow every day--83 million a
vear--making it one of the world's

Day after Electrical Fire,
Heathrow Back to Full Ops

busiest airports.
Planes from Heath-
row serve around
80 countries.

The scale of the
disruption--which

About1,350 ., g back-up
;lﬂelghﬂtsewd:re transformer fail,
Friday's Y meaning systems
closureofthe Nad to be closed
airport, down--raised ques-
accordingto  tions about Heath-

Flightradar24 row's vulnerability.
Heathrow  Air-

port’s chief executive Thomas
Woldbye told the BBC he was "pro-
ud" of the airport's response and
sald he would "let others judge” if
he should stepdown.

UK transport secretary Heidi
Alexander said the government
would "need to understand what
caused an incident of this magni-
tude at an electricity substation
thatisveryclosetoacritical piece
of national infrastructure”.

London's Metropolitan Police's
Counter Terrorism Command 1s
leading the investigation into the
fire given its impact, but said that
there was "currently no indica-
tion of foul play".

Fire officials said the blaze,
which broke out on Thursday
night, was "believed to be non-su-
spicious” and that an investiga-
tion would "focus on the electrical
distribution equipment”.

Around 150 people were evacua-
ted from nearby properties and
the outage left 100,000 homes wit-
hout power for several hours.

Smoke could still be seen coming
from the electrical substation on
Saturday morning. AFP
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A British Airways plane takes off

as Heathrow Airport resumed flights in London, on Saturday.  ap

‘Fully operational,
claims Heathrow
after fire shutdown

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON/NEW DELHI: Heathrow
Airport said it was “fully opera-
tional” on Saturday, but passen-
gers faced some delays and can-
cellations as Europe’s busiest
air hub resumed operations a
day after a power station fire
caused travel mayhem.

The electricity substation
blaze knocked out power at the
Londen airport, closing it for
most of Friday before some
flights began to arrive and take
off later in the evening.

The shutdown affected thou-
sands of passengers around the
world and raised serious ques-
tions about the reliability of one
of the UK's most critical pieces
of infrastructure.

“We can confirm that Heath-
row is open and fully opera-
tional today,” an airport spokes-
person said early on Saturday.

“Teams across the airport
continue to do everything they
can to support passengers
impacted by yesterday's outage
at an off-airport power substa-
tion.”

About 1,350 flights were
affected by Friday's closure,
according to the Flightradar24
tracking website. Around 120

Heathrow-bound planes werein
the air when the closure was
announced and had to be
diverted. Delays and cancella-
tions were likely throughout
Saturday as airlines scrambled
to clear a backlog of flights and
reposition aircraft and crews.

“We have hundreds of addi-
tional colleagues on hand in our
terminals and we have added
flights to today’s schedule to
facilitate an extra 10,000 pas-
sengers travelling through the
airport,” the spokesperson said.

British Airways said it
expected to operate around 85
percent of its scheduled flights
at the airport throughout the
day. The airline would normally
run about 600 arrivals and
departures on a Saturday.

“We are planning to operate
as many flights as possible to
and from Heathrow on Satur-
day, but to recover an operation
of our size after such a signifi-
cant incident is extremely com-
plex,” a BA spokesperson said.

Virgin Atlantic said in a state-
ment it plans “to run a near full
schedule with limited cancella-
tions today”.

Travellers appeared jolly as
planes took the skies again.

The UK government tempo-
rarily lifted restrictions on over-

night flights to help ease con-
gestion.

Around 230,000 passengers
use Heathrow every day — 83
million a year — making it one
of the world's busiest airports.
Planes from Heathrow serve
around 80 countries.

The scale of the disruption —
which saw a back-up trans-
former fail, meaning systems
had to be closed down — raised
questions about Heathrow's
vulnerability.

Energy Secretary Ed Mili-
band ordered the National
Energy System Operator, which
operates Britain's electricity
grid, to “urgently investigate”
the incident.

Air India restarts flight
operations to Heathrow
AirIndia on Saturday said it has
recommenced flights to and
from the London Heathrow air-
port. From the national capital,
apart from Air India, Virgin
Atlantic and British Airways
also operated their scheduled
flights to London Heathrow
(LHR). “Our operations to and
from London Heathrow (LHR)
have recommenced after the
disruption at the airport yester-
day due to a power outage,” Air
India said in a statement.
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More commercial flights now at Hindon
airport: Villagers now hope change on cards

NEETIKA JHA
GHAZIABAD MARCHZ22

ON SATURDAY moming, the
mads leading to Hindon Airport
in Ghaziabad were busier than
usual. Police patrol teams could be
seen taking rounds after rounds,
White taxis with yellow number-
plateslinedup on both sides of the
road leading to the airport, their
drivers continuously checking
their phones for abooking,

Cabdriver Rashid Chaudhary,
35, said, “When | heard that
common people can also take
the flights from here, | was very
happy. Istay in Sikanderpur(vil-
lage) nearby so it will be easy for
me to get customers. [ want the
government Lo announce more
flights and also make proper
parking areas. It will be helpful.”
Chaudhary has beenin the busi-
ness for the last six years.

On March 1, Minister of Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu Ram Mohan
Maidu inaugurated commercial
flight operations of Air India
Express from Hindon Airport, co-
nnecting Ghaziabad to Bengalury,
Chennai, Goa, Jammu and
Kolkata. “Operations romHindon
Airport Ghaziabad will enhance
connectivity forNCR, Westem UP
and Southern Uttarakhand,” he
said after the inauguration.

With the aerodrome licence
for flight operations at MNoida
International Airport at Western
UP's Jewar expected in May,
Hindon Airport —the thirdinthe
MR and the second operational
one —could be ablessing for those
who want to avoid going to IGI
Airportin Delhi 35 km away.

Duringtheday, officials atthe
airport were seenchedkingdocu-
ments of those boarding the first
flight to Chennai. It departed at
930 am. "Theaircraft, with aseat-
ingcapacityof 130, flew at full ca-
pacity,” officials said. “Other
flights scheduled for departure
were to Bengaluru and Goa”

“Travelers are checking in
every hour.. We are on alert as
the airport is seeing flights to
and from from several cities. We
need to keep an eye on passen-
ger movement,” said a security
personnel.

$The IndianEXPRESS

DELHI

Outside the Hindon Airport on Saturday. Photos: Gajendra Yadav
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THEDETAILS

On March 1, Minister of
Civil Aviation Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Naidu
inaugurated flight ops of
Air India Express from
Hindon Airport,
connecting Ghaziabad to
Bengaluru, Chennai, Goa,
Jammu and Kolkata

March22
Rights to Chennai began

» Ghaziabad

L.,
(Hinden
¢ Airport
- Noida

Delhi

s

e
Airport

JewarAirport

®

March 23
Flights toJammu begin

hﬂm‘.

According to Umesh Yaday,
Hindon Airport Director,
Airports Authority of India, the
decision to commercialise the
airport was taken considering
the requirements of the vicinity.
“Traffic in Delhi is bad, One has
to reach the airport three hours
before the flight..."

“ltwill also boost the econ-
omy of the area and generate

Sun,

23 March 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77@835064

employment,” he added.

In aday, the airport sees3-4
departures and arrivals each.
Yadav said daily passenger foot-
fall has increased from 100 to
1,600 now.,

He also said more routes are
under discussion, “We will also
havea flight to Bhubaneswaron
March 30," he added.

From Sunday, Air India

Express will operate flights be-
tween Hindon and Jammu six
days aweek.

‘Hope for development’
Thestartof commercial oper-
ations at the airport might also
pave theway for the development
of Sikanderpur village, half a kilo-
metreaway, and ad jacentareas.

While most of the land
around the airport isempty and
is owned by local farmers,
around 15 acresarebeingdevel-
oped for Gaur Airocity — a joint
venture of Gaurs Group and
Landcraft Developers — a kilo-
metre away.

“We began construction in
2023 in three pockets. We are
developing the area for both
commercial and residential ar-
eas,” said Head of Project
Development, Nitin Panchal.”

Panchal said possession of
flats has begunin Pocket 1.

On whether there has been
any change in the pricing of
homessince the announcement
of commercial operations, he
said a new price rate was an-
nounced onMarch 1,Hesaid be-
fore that, a studio apartment
{450 sq metres ) would cost Rs
28 to 30 lakh but the revised
priceis now Rs 38 lakh.

“It 15 similar for commercial
property,” Panchal said.

The population of
Sikanderpur village is around

1.000. A majority of residents are
from the Jat community. The
major source of employment for
residents is from farmhouses
and marriage halls in the area.

Shiv Pujan Amit, 42, a resi-
dent, said: "“We noticed that the
area has become more clean.
Tourists who come from Goa
want to see and experience the
village life and our food..”

“Since the airport is near, we
hope one day, people from out-
side will come to get married
here,” said Deepak Dagar, 28, a
businessman.

But forVeer Pal,a farmer, the
benefits of commercialisation
will only be encashed by the
builders.“We soldourland to the
government in 2018.. but now,
seeing the airport open for peo-
ple, we feel we made amistake,”
said the 70-year-old, since the
price of the land has shot up.

According to officials of the
Ghaziabad Development
Authority, the impact of com-
mercialisation will be slow and
gradual. “.. anykind of commer-
cial activity will not be permit-
ted as of now,” said Secretary,
Ghaziabad Development
Authority, Rajesh Kumar Singh.

Singh said the IGIAirport will
still cater to the passengers’
needs as flights operating from
Hindon Airport are not popular.
“We had a similar assumption
when the Rapid Rail became op-
erational, but the property rates
remained the same,” said Singh.

“However,” hesaid, “therates
ofproperty in Sikanderpurmay
increase. We are responsible for
development of the area, but
property rates are builder-
driven..”

Others complained that
nothing had changed since
March 1. “There is no extra in-
come,” said Harsh Chauhan, 40,
a cab driver. “l thought it would
be an opportunity for more
money, but Ithink itwasa wrong
decision,” He also said there are
no parking facilities for vehicles,

Mohit Kumar, another cab
driver, said the Delhi-UP toll
tax could be a reason why peo-
ple are not opting for cabs for
long distances and prefer

heading to the Metro.
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Noida Airport proj delayed;
daily J10L penalty imposed

Land disputes delay Airport’s Phase-11I development

DIPIKA KIROLA

MOIDA: The development
of Noida International Air-
port Phase-111 faces challenges
due to land disputes, leading
Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Author-
ity (YEIDA} and the Gautam
Budh Magar district adminis-
tration to take action against
unauthorised construction
near the airport site.
According to officials, Land-
OWTIETS AN¢ CATTYIng Out comn-
struction activities expecting
compensation for structures,
despite authorities’ promises
of fair compensation. YEIDA
plans to acquire 2,053 hectares
across 14 villages for the third
phase. A senior YEIDA offi-
cer revealed that notices have
been issued to approximately
100 landowners regarding ille-
gal activities, with demolition
permits obtained. “The author-
ity will soon take demolition
action against those who refuse
to remove unauthorised struc-
tures. The initiative is sched-
wled to commence next week: It
was initially planned for Thurs-
day but postponed to Monday
owing to unforeseen circum-
stances,” the senior officer said.
Teams have been formed
to monitor and prevent illegal
construction in Jewar villages,

including Meembka, Thora, Ban-
wari Bas, Mukimpur Shivara,
Kichorepur, and Ramner.

YEIDA CECQ Arun Vir
Singh asserted that unauthor-
ised construction would not be
permitted on land designated
tor Asias largest airport.

The third and fourth phases
require redocating about 9,504
farmers. Officials have prom-
ised appropriate compensation
at set rates, induding payment
for permanent structures.

The administration has
implemented strict measures
to stop unlawful activities an
the designated airport kand.

Meanwhile, the Uttar
Pradesh government has
directed the airport conces-
sionaire to ensure domes-
tic flights begin from May 15
and international operations
from June 25. This came after
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath expressed concerns about
construction delays during a
review meeting.

The project is delayed by
six months, with the original
September 29, 2024 deadline
moved to April 2025, Ofh-
cials confirmed daily penalties
of Bs 10 lakh on concession-
gire YIAFPL as per the CM's
instructions. The penalty, start-
ing from fanuary 1, following
a three-month grace period
post-original deadline, totals
Rs 3 crore monthly: “The con-
cession agreement was signed
in October 2020, which expe-
rienced sethacks during the
Cavid period. The construc-
tion contract was awarded to
Tata Projects in June 2023
A daily penalty of Rs 10 lakh
has been enforced as per
UP government directives,’
said CEO Singh.

Currently, 8,000 workers
are on-site, with plans to accel-
erate work using additional
labour, equipment, and sub-
contracting. NIAL has asked
YIAPL for a recovery plan to
meet the revised timeline.
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Flights resume at London Heathrow

Daylong closure sparked travel chaos around the world

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA W London

ondon Heathrow Adrport said it
Lwa_ti “lully operational” on Saturday,

after an almaost d.n.!l.'ll.mg closure
sparked by an electrical substation fire.
But airlines warned that severe
disruption will last for days as they
scramble o relocate planes and coews
and gel travellers to their destinations.

The airport’s boss said he was proud of

Heathrow's response to the incident. But
inconvenienced  passengers, angry
airlines and concerned politicians sought
answers about how one seemingly
accidental fire could shut down Europes
busiest air hub.

“We have hundreds of additional
colleagues on hand in our terminals and
wie have added flights to today’s schedule
to facilitate an extra 10,000 passengers
travelling  through the  airport)
Heathrow said in a stalement, advising
passengers o check with their airline
before going to the airport.

British Airways, Heathrows biggest
airline, said it expects to operate about
85% of its 600 scheduled flights at the
atrport on Saturday. It zaid that “to
recover an operation of our size after
such a sgnificant incident is extremely
complex”

Mare than 1,300 flights were canceled
and some 200,000 people stranded
Friday after an overnight fire at a
substation 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) away

from the airport cut power to Heathrow,
and to more than 60,000 properties.

Residents in west London described
hearing a large explosion and then seeing
a fireball and clouds of smoke when the
blaze ripped through the substation. The
fire was brought under control after
seven hours, but the airport was shut for
almost 18. A handful of flights ook off
and landed late Priday.

Police said they do not consider the
fire suspicious, and the London Fire
Brigade said #ts investigation would
focus on the electrical distribution
equipment at the substation.

Sull, the huge impact of the fire left
authorities lacing criticism that Britain
creaking infrastructure is Hl-prepared 1o
deal with disasters or attacks.

The British government
acknowledged that authorities had
questions to answer and said a rigorous
investigation was needed to make sure
“this scale of disruption does not happen
again”. Heathrow chief executive Thomas
Woldbye said he was “proud” of the way
airport and airline staff had responded.

“Remember. the siluation was not
ereated at Heathrow Afrport)” he told the
BBC. “The airport didn't shut for days.

We shut for hours”

He said Heathrow'’s backup power
supply, designed for emergencies,
worked as expected, but it wasn't enough
tor run the whole airport, which uses as
much energy as a small eity.

“That’s how most airports operate,”
sald Woldbye, who insisted “the same
would happen in other airports” faced
with a similar blaze.

Heathrow is one of the world's busiest
airports for international travel, and saw
83.9 million passengers last year.

Passengers on about 120 flights were
in the air when the closure was
announced found themselves landing in
different cities, and even dilferent
countries.

Friday's disruption was one of the
most serious since the 20010 eruption of
leeland’s Evjafjallajokull voleano, which
spewed clouds of ash  inte  the
atmosphere and shut Europes airspace
for days.

Mark Doherty and his wife were
halfway across the Atlantic when the
inflight map showed their flight from
New York’s John E Kennedy Airport Lo
Heathrow was turning around.

“I was like, you're joking” Doherty
satd before the pilot told passengers they
were heading back to New York

Doherty called the sttuation “typical
England — got no back-up plan for
something happens like this. Theres no
contingency plan”
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Heathrow reopens and chaos eases; critics say the airport 'sshutdown exposes UK vulnerability

LONDON, 22 MARCH

London Heathrow Airport said
it was “fully opemntional® on
Satunday, after analmost day-
long closure sparked by an
elecirical substation fire, But
thousands of passengers
remained stuck, and airdines
warned that severe dismuption
willlast fordavs as thevsoamble
to redocate planes and aews
andgettravellersto their des-
tinations.

Friday's travel mavhem
raised concems abow Britain's
ahility to withstand disasters
or attacks on crtical infrm-
structure. Inconvenienced
passengers, angry aidines and
concemeed politicians allwant

answers about how one seem-
ingly neciclental fire coule sht
down Europe’s busiest airhub.

“This is a huge embxirmess-
ment forH enthrow airport. 1t's
a hugeembamassment forthe
conmirythata fire none electricity
substation can have such a
devastating effect,” said Toby
Haormis, a Lohour Party politician
who heads the National Pre-
paredness Commssion, agmup
that campaigns to improve
resilience,

Heathrowsaid it had " hun-
dreds of additional colleagues
on hand in our terminals and
we have added fightsininday's
schedule to Bcilitate an exora
10,000 passengers. " [t advised
passengers o check with their
nirtine befone going to the adr-

port

BritishAinways, Heathrow's
biggest airline, saidit expected
tooperteabout B5% of its 600
scheduled Gights o the aimpon
on Saturday. [t said that “m
recover an operation of our
sizeafiersuch asignificant inc
dent is extremely complex.”

While many passengers
managed o resume stalled
joumeys, others remained n
limbao,

Laura Fritschie fomKansas
City was on vacation with her
family in Ireland when she
leamed that her father had
died. On Saturday she was
strandled st Heathrow afier her
BAfight inChicagowas canoded
at the last minute.

“I'm very frustrated,” she

said. “This was my first big
vacation with my kids since
my husband died, and ... now
this. Sol justwant to gohome.”

Mere than | 300 fighswerne
canceled and some 200,000
people stmnded Friday after
anovermightfireatasubsetion
2 miles (3.2 kilometers) away
fromn the airport cut power to
Heathrow, and 1w more than
60,000 properties.

Reddents in west London
described hearing a larpge explo-
sim and then seeing a fireball
and cloudsofsmoke when the
blaze ripped through the sub-
station. The fire was brought
urdercontolifterseven hours,
but the airport was shut for
almost 18. A handful of fights
took off and landed lawe Fri-

day.

Police saicl theydo noteon-
sider the fire suspicious, and
the London Fire Brigade said
its invesigation would foous
on the electrical distnbution
equipment at the substation,

Seill, the huge impact of the
fire left authorities facing ques-
tions about Brtain’s creaking
infrastruciure, The povernmenit
acknowledged that authorites
had questions to answer and
said a rigomus mvestigation
was needed to make sure “this
scale of disruption does not
happen again.”

Herrmis, from the preparedness
commission, said the airporn
shutdown points to a broader
problemwith Britain's economy
and infrastructure,
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Fire shuts down London’s Heathrow Airport,
disrupting travel for hundreds of thousands

AGENCIES
LONDON, 21 MARCH

A large fire near London’s
Heathrow Airport knocked
out power Friday to Europe’s
busiest flight hub, forcing it
toshutall day and disrupting
global travel for hundreds
of thousands of passengers.

At least 1,350 flights to
and from Heathrow were
affected, flight tracking service
FlightRadar 24 said, and the
impact was likely to last
several days as passengers
try to reschedule their travel
and airlines work to get planes
and crew to the right places.

Authorities do not know
what caused the fire but so

far found have no evidence
it was suspicious.
Residentsin west London
described hearing a large
explosion, followed by a fire-
ball and clouds of smoke,

when the blaze ripped through

the electrical substation near

the airport.

Some 120 flights were in
the airwhen the closure was
announced, with some tumed
around and others diverted
to Gatwick Airport outside

London, Charles de Gaulle
Airport near Paris orIreland's
Shannon Airport, tracking
services showed.

Lawrence Hayes was three-
quarters of the way to London
from New York when Virgin
Atlantic announced they were
being diverted to Glasgow.

“It was a red-eye flight
and I'd already had a full
day, so 1 don't even know
how long I've been up for,”
Hayes told the BBC as he
was getting off the plane in
Scotland. “Luckily Imanaged
to get hold of my wife and
she's kindly booked me a
train ticket to get back to
Euston, but it's going to be
an incredibly long day.”
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Can Heathrow nightmare
hit Indian airports?

Relying on a single source of power Is a recipe for crisis for any airport. Ensuring
uninterrupted operations though is increasingly a complex task in clean energy era

Manju.V@timesofindia.com

he power outage that crippled

London-Heathrow on Friday was

not an isolated incident for the

global airline industry, except for
the scale of flight disruptions, which was
unprecedented. Ask aviation experts and
they’ll tell you that it’s more than just an
operational mishap but a warning for the
entire airline industry.

A Question Of Backup

International Air Transport Association
(IATA) director general Willie Walsh
voiced the questions now on everyone's
mind. “First, how is it that critical infra-
structure, of national and global impor-
tance, is totally dependent on a single
power source without an alternative? If
that is the case, as it seems, then it is a
clear planning failure by the airport.”

Heathrow is the UK's largest hub, han-
dling over 1,300 flights a day. For com-
parison, Mumbai airport handles about
950 flights a day. Heathrow had to shut
down after a fire at the North Hyde substa-
tion, located about 1.5 miles north of the
airport, caused a “significant power out-
age”. A Heathrow spokesperson said
“backup systems have been working as
they should but they are not sized to run
the entire airport”.

Can such an incident occur at any
airport in the world or was it merely a
result of Heathrow’s legacy infrastruc-
ture? Experts said a substation fire may
not be a risk unique to Heathrow, but it
exposes the pitfalls of relying on a single

external power source _ .
without sufficient [EL&L EXplﬂlIlS
backup systems or on-

site supply in the form of solar, wind, or
diesel generators, etc. Aviation norms
ensure critical units like air traffic con-
trol towers, runway lighting, etc, are
typically fed by uninterruptible power
supply (UPS). The problem is with non-
essential operations, the Kind that in-
volves operations at passenger terminals.

Where Indian Airports Stand

Mumbai airport, India’s second largest
airport with its two passenger terminals
and one cargo terminal, consumes 26.9
MW power a day. “We receive power
through two independent, redundant
(back up)sources. In the event of a failure
at one source, the other can seamlessly
take over 100% of the power load to en-
sure operational continuity, Each termi-
nal gets electricity from more than one
power station,” said a Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL) spokesperson.

There are multiple pathways to de-
liver power to each terminal. *“The system
is designed to handle not just one failure,
but two back-to-back failures without
stopping operations. Both the terminals
and the airfield have their own diesel
generators, with a total capacity of 30 MW.
These get activated in the case of a rare,
major failure,” the official said. Mumbai
airport runs on 100% renewable energy;

IT COULD HAPPEN ANYWHERE, BUT...

> In Dec 2017, an 11-hour power
outage at the Hartsfield-Jackson
Atlanta International Airport led to the
cancellation of about 1,200 flights and
cost Delta Air Lines about $50 million

> A 2023 US govt study found that
between 2015 and 2022, 24 American
airports faced a total of 321 power
outages, lasting from 5 minutes

{
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5% comes from on-site solar generation
and 95% from hydro and wind energy.

Bangalore International Airport Lid
(BIAL) said it uses a highly resilient and
redundant power infrastructure for un-
interrupted operations. “BLR
airport receives power from Be-
gur substation, which gets power
through four independent supply lines
from different substations,” said Hari
Marar, MD and CEO, BIAL. “BIAL has
also installed a separate transformer at
the Begur substation dedicated for air-
port operations, minimising the risk of
disruptions and also integrated on-site
solar power generation and gone for tie-
ups with off-site external renewable en-
ergy suppliers, ensuring a steady supply
of green power,” he added.

Pressure To Make Green Break

Unlike the 16-vear old Bengaluru airport,
many major airports rely on infrastruc-
ture designed long before modern digital
systems and sustainability requirements
became key concerns. While airports
have kept upgrading facilities, many re-
main dependent on outdated power grids,
centralised energy supply, and legacy IT
systems that can be difficult to overhaul.
Heathrow, for instance, opened in 1946
and expanded incrementally, Its electrical
systems reflect a patchwork of upgrades
rather than a fully modernised design,
said an aviation expert.

Most major hubs and airports of the
world have started moving towards 2050
net-zero carbon emission goals (India’s
net-zero target is set for 2070). In the com-
ing decades, the demand for electricity at
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to more than a week

> In airports like Mumbai and
Bengaluru, officials said backup

~ systems are in place to ensure
- smooth operations and avoid any

closure due to power failure

» Experts say that microgrids and on-
eration can provide
to airports
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A plane takes off from
Heathrow on Saturday
as smoke rises from the
nearby power substation
where a fire accident on
Friday ended up bringing
operations at the London
airport to a grinding halt
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airports will see a steep rise as it powers
everything from vehicles to aircraft.
The move towards sustainable energy
will happen even as terminal buildings
and runways handle ever-increasing vol-
umes of passengers and flights. Airports
have begun preparing for this and “elec-
trical resilience” has become a critical
aspect of operations in recent years.

How To Avoid Hiccups

All the 40 airports surveyed in a US study
were found to be planning for or complet-
ing electrical infrastructure projects
aimed at increasing their power resil-
ience. These include removing overhead
routes for an airport’s main feeder lines
and taking those underground, and up-
grading infrastructure to eliminate single
points of failure. The latter is exactly the
kind of upgrade that would prevent a
Heathrow-like crisis.

One of the most promising solutions
— which began to find takers starting in
the early 2000s — is the adoption of mi-
crogrids. These are localised grids that
can operate independently or in tandem
with the main grid, offering a self-sus-
tained power supply. Microgrids can in-
tegrate renewable energy sources like
solar and wind. Through these, and along
with battery storage and backup genera-
tors, airports can reduce their reliance
on external power sources.

As airports move towards an increas-
ingly electrified future, ensuring power
reliability is no longer optional. Heath-
row’s disruption should not just be an-
other unfortunate event in aviation his-
tory — it should be a turning point.
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Sule slams Air India for flight
delays, seeks accountability

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 22

NCP (SP) MP Supriva Sule
is the latest to slam Air
India for its poor services.
Ms Sule on Saturday
blamed the airline for
“constant mismanage-
ment” and termed the
flight delays as a continu-
ous trend, affecting pas-
sengers despite paving
premium fares.

Ms Sule's outburst came
after an Air India fNight
she booked was delayed by
1 hour and 19 minutes, She
highlighted that flights are
delayed despite paying pre-
mium fares and demanded
that civil aviation minister
Rammohan Naidu holds
the airline accountable for
frequent delays.

“Flights are endlessly
delayed — this is unaccept-
ablel We pay premium

Supriya Sule
fares, vet flights are never

on time. Professionals,
children, and senior citi-
zens — all affected by this
constant mismanage-
ment,” the Baramati MP
posted on X.

Ms Sule said she was
travelling on Air India
flight Alo508, which was
delayed by 1 hour and 19
minutes, “ Part of a con-
tinuous trend of delays
affecting passengers,” she
added. The MP demanded
stricter regulations be
enforced to hold airlines

like Air India accountable
for repeated delays and
ensure better service stan-
dards for passengers.

She later told reporters
that flight trackers were
faulty, which gave mislead-
ing results. “I was strand-
ed at the Delhi airport on
the flight but the tracker
showed that the flight was
airborne. 1 would take up
the issue of trackers with
the civil aviation minis-
ter,” Ms Sule added.

Air India apologised for
the delay, and said, “We
recognize that delavs can
be wvery frustrating.
However, there are occa-
sional operational issues
outside of our control that
can affect flight schedules.
Your flight to Mumbai this
evening was delayed by
one hour due to such an
issue. We appreciate your
understanding.”
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India’s air passenger traffic to see 7 pc growth
in 2025: Alton Aviation’s Joshua Ng

SINGAPORE, March 21:
India’s air passenger traffic
158 expected to grow at a
strong pace of 7 per cent in
2025, supported by a grow-
ing middle class and mcreas-
ing air travel affordability,
according to Joshua Ng, Dh-
rector of US-headquartered
Alton Aviation Consultancy.

Bulhsh on aviation pros-
pects in India, Ng said the
country, which contributes
approxamately 10 per cent of
Asia Pacific's domestic and
international air traffic de-
mand, has already returned
to pre-pandemuc levels.

“Such growing demand n
turn supports India's massive
aviation development
programmes, including set-
ting up of 150 airports across
the country,” Ng said.

He also noted that “India’s

passenger traffic 1s expected
to grow at a strong pace of 7
per cent in 2025, supported
by an order book of nearly
1,900 aircraft among airlines
hased in the country.”
Besides, “the recent
merger between Air India
and Vistarais also expected
to bring more stallity to the
industry, with Aar India and
IndiGo emerging as the two
primary players in the full-
service and low-cost carrier
segments respectively,” he

underlined.

Giving a global perspec-
tive, he said as global air traf-
fic has returned to pre-pan-
demic levels, the aviation
industry will continue its
long-term growth trend of 4
per cent per annum from
2024 to 2034, supported by
a 2.7 per cent annual growth
in global GDE

The Asia-Pacific region 1s
projected to remain the larg-
est market for air travel, with
an anticipated growth rate of

5.1 per cent per annum,
driven primarily by mereas-
ing long-term demand from
China and Indha, added Ng.

Citing data from Alton’s
‘Aviation Outlook 2025 -
Supply Chain Challenged’,
he said, order backlog for
A320 Neo aircraft 1s 7,216,
and the 10-year forecast av-
erage annual production rate
1s 741, which imphes 9.7
years of backlog.

Major aircraft deliveries
face a backlog of 9.7 years,
Ng said, citing data from
Centre for Aviation (CAPA)
and Alton's own analysis.

However, as the aviation
industry rebounds into
record passenger and reve-
nue numbers in 2025, indus-
try stakeholders need to
watch out for risks such as
normahsing yields, inflation,

and geopolitical pressures.

Prime among these chal-
lenges are the supply chamn
and labour shortage 1ssues
that COVID-19 has left as a
long-lasting legacy.

For airlines n particular,
the focus is also on how to
maximize the use of aireraft
resources — reducing turn-
around times or optimizing
schedules in order to in-
crease daily utilization.
Some have even turned to
wet-leasing aircraft to sup-
plement their capacity — al-
though doing so will depend
heavily on specific route eco-
nomics, he noted.

“Navigating these hurdles
1s essential for aviation
stakeholders, particularly as
these challenges look to per-
sist for the next few years,”
cautioned Ng. — PTI
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Heathrow: Air India, other
airlines resume operations

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
HB_N D_Elh_i_,_ March 22

AIR INDIA ON Saturday said it
hasrecommenced flights toand
from the London Heathrow air-
port,whichhad witnessed oper-
ational disruptions due to a
poweroutage.From thenational
capital,apart fromAirlindia,Vir-
gin Atlantic and British Airways
also operated their scheduled
flights to London Heathrow
(LHR). Travel plans of thousands
of passengers who were sched-
uled to fly to LHR, including
from Indian cities, were dis-
rupted on Fridaydue tothe can-
cellationofflights,asoperations
were suspended following the
poweroutage.

"Our operationstoand from
LHR have recommenced after
thedisruptionattheairportyes-
terday due to a power outage,"
Air India said in a statement on
Saturday.According toAir India,
flight AI111 was on schedule
and other flights, to and from
London,areexpectedto operate
asperschedule."FlightAl161of
21 March,whichwas diverted to
Frankfurt, is expected to leave
Frankfurt at 14:05 pm local
time," the statement said. An
official said Air India, British Air-
ways and Virgin Atlantic oper-
ated their flightsto LHRon Sat-
urday morning,andanotherAir
India flight is scheduled to
depart intheafternoon.

Delhi Airport has six daily
flights connecting with LHR.
British Airways haseight flights
perdaybetween Indiaand LHE,
including three from Mumbai

FLIGHTS RESTART

= LHR airport says
flights have resumed and
they are now ‘fully open
and operational’

B The airport added flights
to Saturday's schedule to
facilitate an extra 10,000
passengers travelling

and two from Delhi. Virgin
Atlantic has five daily flights to
LHR from Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru.AirIndiahas sixdaily
flightsto LHR.

In astatement, British Air-
ways said it was planning to
operate as many flights as pos-
sibletoand from LHR Heathrow
on Saturday, but to recoveran
operation of oursize after such
a significant incident is
extremely complex."We expect
around 85% of our Saturday
Heathrow schedule torun,butit
is likely that all travelling cus-
tomerswillexperiencedelaysas
we continue to navigate the
challenges posed by Friday's
power outage at the airport,”it
said. OnX, LHRairporton Satur-
day said flights have resumed
and "weareopen and fullyoper-
ational”. Teams across the air-
port continue to do everything

FINANCIAL EXPRESS >un: 23 March 2025

READ TO LEAD

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/77831479

they can do to support passen-
gers impacted by yesterday's
outage at an off airport substa-
tion, it said. But airlines warned
that severe disruption will last
fordaysastheyscrambletorelo-
cate planes and crews and get
travellers to their destinations.
Inconvenienced passengers,
angry airlines and concerned
politicians sought answers
about how one seemingly acci-
dental fire could shut down
Europe'sbusiest airhub.

“We have hundreds of
additional colleagues on hand
in our terminals and we have
added flights to today's
schedule to facilitate an extra
10,000 passengers travelling
through the airport,” Heathrow
said in a statement. advising
passengers to check with their
airline before going to

the airport.
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Domestic air
pax traffic rises
11%t0 140.44L
in Feb: DGCA

PT1

MUMEAI
p—

India’s domestic air passenger
traffic increased 1104 per cent
to 140044 lakh in February over
the same month last year,
according to monthly traffic
datn by the DGCA. The
number of domestic passen-
gers flown by the Indian air-
line in February 2024 was
recorded at 12648 lakh, data
show:

During the month under
review, IndiGo flew a total of
8840-lakh passengers with a
market share of 637 per cent,
followed by the Air India
Gmoup, which transported
38.90 lakh passengers and
chipped away with 273 per
cent market share.

Air India last year com-
pleted consolidation of its air-
lines business with AIX
Connect merging into Air
India Express in October and
Vistara’s merger with Air
India on Novermber 11. The two
other major carriers Spicelet
and Akasa Air transported
659 lakh and 454 lakh pas-
sengers, respectively, during
the month under review.
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Air passenger traffic to

PTI
SINGAPORE
et

India’s air passenger traffic is
expected to grow at a strong
pace of 7 per cent in 2025, sup-
ported by a growing middle
class and increasing air travel
affordahbility, according to
Joshua Ng, Director of US-
headquartered Alton Aviation
Consultancy.

Bullish on aviation pros-
pects in India, Ng said the
country, which contributes
approximately 10 per cent of
Asia Pacific’s domestic and
international  air  traffic
demand, has already returned
to pre-pandemic levels.

“Such growing demand in
turn supports India’s massive
aviation dewvelopment pro-
grammes including setting up
of 150 airports across the
country” Ng told PTI on

see 7% growth in 2025

Friday.

He further noted that
“India’s passenger traffic is
expected to grow at a strong
pace of 7 per cent in 2025, sup-
ported by an order book of
nearly 1900 aircraft among
airlines based in the country.™

Besides, “the recent merger
between Air India and Vistara
is also expected to bring more
stability o the industry, with
Air India and IndiGo emerg-
ing as the two primary plavers
in the full-service and low-
cost carrier segents respect
ively,” he underlined.

Giving a global perspective,
he said as global air traffic has
returned to pre-pandemic
levels, the aviation industry
will continue its long-term
growvth trend of 4 per cent per
annum from 2024 to 2034,
supported by a 2.7 per cent
annual growth in global GDE
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AAIB to conduct in-depth
probe into all tail strikes
involving IndiGo aircraft

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

With an IndiGo A321 Neo
aircraft scraping the run-
way in Chennai earlier this
month — the sixth known
incident in two years — the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) is now
digging into every prior tail
strike by the airline.

“Due to the criticality of
the recent cases as well as
the frequent occurrence of
tail strikes at IndiGo, we
have decided to investigate
them in totality,” a senior
AAIB official told The Hin-
du. The official said it will
be investigating various
factors such as training or
procedural lapses, air crew
profiling, and any glaring
pattern  behind the
incidents.

On March 8, the tail sec-
tion of an IndiGo Airbus
A321 Neo aircraft from
Mumbai hit the runway at

IndiGo flights scraped runways
six times in two years, most
recently on March 8 in Chennai.

the Chennai airport during
landing. The aircraft regis-
tered as VT-IBI was also in-
volved in a previous tail
strike on September 9,
2024, following which it
was grounded for over five
months for maintenance
until February 6. The air-
craft conducted 190 flights
before it encountered
another tail hit in March.
Both pilots on the Mum-
bai-Chennai flight were

“reasonably” experienced.
The flight was an annual
proficiency check flight for
a captain, under the super-
vision of a trainer. At the
time of landing, the trainer
was commanding the
flight, said sources.

Significant damage
Initial investigation into
the incident was carried
out by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), but as there were
significant internal damage
to the aircraft due to the
scraping of its tail section,
it was categorised as a “se-
rious incident” and the
probe transferred to the
AAIB.

The investigation into
the September 9 tail strike
of IndiGo, which was also
categorised as a serious in-
cident, is still under way.
Airbus has also submitted
its inputs to the probe
agency.
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Sule slams Air India over flight
delay: ‘we pay premium fares’

MP Supriva Sule slammed Air India on Saturday
for “constant mismanagement” and termed the
flight delays as a continuous trend affecting
passengers despite paying premium Fares. Ms.
Sule's furious response came after an Air India
Hight she booked was delayved by 1 hour and 19
minutes, She highlighted that flights are delaved
despite paying premium fares and demanded
that Civil Aviation Minister Rammaohan Naidu
hold the airline accountable for frequent delays,
Speaking to reporters, Ms. Sule claimed flight
trackers were faulty which gave misleading
resulis, =
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10 flights diverted from

B'luru amid heavy rain

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: Heavy rainfall
across Bengaluruon Saturday led
to flooding, widespread chaos on
the roads and diversion of at least
10 flights to Chennai, officials said.

In a post on X, IndiGo said
unfavourable weather condi-
tions in Bengaluru continue to
impact flights. “We're closely
monitoring the weather and will
keep you informed...," it said.
The airline later said that while
there has been some “relief on
the congestion front”, the
weather impact may take a “little
longer to clear”.

Air India also said that flight
operations were impacted due to

adverse weather conditions,
resulting in air traffic congestion
in Bengaluru. “We advise all our
passengers to check their flight
status before proceeding to the air-
port,” itsaid on X.

Meanwhile, local residents
posted pictures of heavy flooding
on the roadsand traffic jams.

The Bengaluru traffic police
alerted about congestion on the
way to the airport. “Due to heavy
waterlogging at Hunsmaranahalli,
there is severe traffic congestion,
affecting the traffic towards the
International Airport,” it said.

The official account of the Mad-
iwala Traffic Police shared a post
that showed police personnel
clearing the roads to drain the
waterlogging issue.
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Legal woes mount as fresh insolvency plea hits SpicelJet

Krishna Yadav

knshna yadav@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Budget carrier Spi-
celetis facing fresh insolvency
proceedings, this time from
Indonesia’s PT BBN Airlines
over unpaid lease rentals totall-
ing $5.94 million.

The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), Delhi bench,
heard the case on Friday but is
yet to issue a notice after Spice-
Jet sought time to respond. The
next hearing is scheduled for 21
April.

PT BBN Airlines claims Spi-
celet leased three Boeing air-
craft under specific agreements,
took possession on 9 June 2024,

and used them for operations.
However, the airline allegedly
defaulted on lease payments
between May and September
2024.

According to the lessor, Spi-
celet acknowledged the out-
standing dues multiple times
via emails and WhatsApp mes-
sages, never ever disputing it
until the demand notice was
issued. Partial payments were
also made, reinforcing the air-
line's liability.

“In light of the various
acknowledgements, your lord-
ships. | would say that thisisa
fit case for insolvency to be initi-
ated for Spicelet,” PT BEN Air-
lines’ counsel argued, urging

The next hearing is scheduled
for 21 April. HT

the tribunal to act swiftly.
Spicelet’s senior counsel,

Krishnendu Datta, countered

that the aircraft were delivered

late, causing financial as well as
operational losses, a fact the les-
sor acknowledged in communi-
cations but omitted from the
petition. He said early termina-
tion agreement had been signed
but was voided by the lessor
before insolvency plea.

Spicelet had lodged claims
for damages before receiving
the demand notice, Datta said,
urging the tribunal to consider
the airline’s full defence before
issuing a notice. The latest case
adds to Spicelet’s deepening
legal troubles.

As of March, over 20 insol-
vency petitions have been filed
with the NCLT's Delhi bench,
alone primarily by aircraft les-

sors, vendors, and former
employees. But, none resulted
in a full fledged insolvency pro-
ceeding yet. On 6 March, the
NCLT issued a notice to Spicelet
on insolvency claims from three
lessors from Ireland and a
former pilot. The lessors—NGF
Genesis Ltd, NGF Charlie Ltd,
and NGF Alpha Ltd—alleged the
airline defaulted on $12.4 mil-
lion in rental payment. Former
pilot Devesh Bbyan also filed a
21.70 crore claims for unpaid
dues covering March 2020 to
August 2022,

SpiceJet is making efforts to
resolve disputes and stabilize
operations. It recently raised
33,000 crore via a QIP.



e | o

"o faa=gas wifSevo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDU

CHENNAJ

22 MARCH 2025

AAIB to conduct in-depth
probe into all tail strikes
involving IndiGo aircraft

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

With an IndiGo A321 Neo
aircraft scraping the run-
way in Chennai earlier this
month — the sixth known
incident in two years — the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) is now
digging into every prior tail
strike by the airline.

“Due to the criticality of
the recent cases as well as
the frequent occurrence of
tail strikes at IndiGo, we
have decided to investigate
them in totality,” a senior
AAIB official told The Hin-
du. The ofhcial said it will
be investigating various
factors such as training or
procedural lapses, air crew
profiling, and any glaring

pattern  behind  the
incidents.
On March 8, the tail sec-

tion of an IndiGo Airbus
A321 Neo aircraft from
Mumbai hit the runway at

IndiGo flights scraped runways
six times in two years, most
recently on March 8 in Chennai.

the Chennai airport during
landing. The aircraft regis-
tered as VT-IBI was also in-
volved in a previous tail
strike on September 9,
2024, following which it
was grounded for over five
months for maintenance
until February 6. The air-
craft conducted 190 flights
before it encountered
another tail hit in March.
Both pilots on the Mum-
bai-Chennai flight were

“reasonably” experienced.
The flight was an annual
proficiency check flight for
a captain, under the super-
vision of a trainer. At the
time of landing, the trainer
was commanding the
flight, said sources.

Significant damage
Initial investigation into
the incident was carried
out by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), but as there were
significant internal damage
to the aircraft due to the
scraping of its tail section,
it was categorised as a “se-
rious incident” and the
probe transferred to the
AAIB.

The investigation into
the September 9 tail strike
of IndiGo, which was also
categorised as a serious in-
cident, is still under way.
Airbus has also submitted
its inputs to the probe
agency.
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AAIB to conduct in-depth
probe into all tail strikes
involving IndiGo aircraft

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

With an IndiGo A321 Neo
aircraft scraping the run-
way in Chennai earlier this
month — the sixth known
incident in two years — the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) is now
digging into every prior tail
strike by the airline.

“Due to the criticality of
the recent cases as well as
the frequent occurrence of
tail strikes at IndiGo, we
have decided to investigate
them in totality,” a senior
AAIB official told The Hin-
du. The ofhcial said it will
be investigating various
factors such as training or
procedural lapses, air crew
profiling, and any glaring

pattern  behind  the
incidents.
On March 8, the tail sec-

tion of an IndiGo Airbus
A321 Neo aircraft from
Mumbai hit the runway at

IndiGo flights scraped runways
six times in two years, most
recently on March 8 in Chennai.

the Chennai airport during
landing. The aircraft regis-
tered as VT-IBI was also in-
volved in a previous tail
strike on September 9,
2024, following which it
was grounded for over five
months for maintenance
until February 6. The air-
craft conducted 190 flights
before it encountered
another tail hit in March.
Both pilots on the Mum-
bai-Chennai flight were

“reasonably” experienced.
The flight was an annual
proficiency check flight for
a captain, under the super-
vision of a trainer. At the
time of landing, the trainer
was commanding the
flight, said sources.

Significant damage
Initial investigation into
the incident was carried
out by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), but as there were
significant internal damage
to the aircraft due to the
scraping of its tail section,
it was categorised as a “se-
rious incident” and the
probe transferred to the
AAIB.

The investigation into
the September 9 tail strike
of IndiGo, which was also
categorised as a serious in-
cident, is still under way.
Airbus has also submitted
its inputs to the probe
agency.
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Jagriti Chandra
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With an IndiGo A321 Neo
aircraft scraping the run-
way in Chennai earlier this
month — the sixth known
incident in two years — the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) is now
digging into every prior tail
strike by the airline.

“Due to the criticality of
the recent cases as well as
the frequent occurrence of
tail strikes at IndiGo, we
have decided to investigate
them in totality,” a senior
AAIB official told The Hin-
du. The ofhcial said it will
be investigating various
factors such as training or
procedural lapses, air crew
profiling, and any glaring

pattern  behind  the
incidents.
On March 8, the tail sec-

tion of an IndiGo Airbus
A321 Neo aircraft from
Mumbai hit the runway at

IndiGo flights scraped runways
six times in two years, most
recently on March 8 in Chennai.

the Chennai airport during
landing. The aircraft regis-
tered as VT-IBI was also in-
volved in a previous tail
strike on September 9,
2024, following which it
was grounded for over five
months for maintenance
until February 6. The air-
craft conducted 190 flights
before it encountered
another tail hit in March.
Both pilots on the Mum-
bai-Chennai flight were

“reasonably” experienced.
The flight was an annual
proficiency check flight for
a captain, under the super-
vision of a trainer. At the
time of landing, the trainer
was commanding the
flight, said sources.

Significant damage
Initial investigation into
the incident was carried
out by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), but as there were
significant internal damage
to the aircraft due to the
scraping of its tail section,
it was categorised as a “se-
rious incident” and the
probe transferred to the
AAIB.

The investigation into
the September 9 tail strike
of IndiGo, which was also
categorised as a serious in-
cident, is still under way.
Airbus has also submitted
its inputs to the probe
agency.
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At least 19 flights disrupted

LA from airports across
d India to Britain's He-
athrow airport were disrup-
ted on Friday Air India said
itsoperations toand from He-
athrow had been significant-
Iy impacted, with one flight
retirning to Mumbai, anot-
her from Delhi diverted to
Frankfurt and other flights
cancelled. British Airways
operates 8 flights per day bet-
ween Indian airports and He-
athrow, including one from

\l least 19 daily Dights

Bengaluru, all of which were
affected. Virgin Atlantic said
all its “arriving and depar-
ting fights are cancelled un-
il 21:30 on March 21, with the
rest of today’s schedule cur-
rently under review”.

At Bengaluru airport, a
total of five flights were hit,
including a Virgin Atlantic
Might with 150 passengers
on board, which had to re-
turn midway, A source later
confirmed the flight will ta-
ke off early Saturday, v

22 MARCH 2025
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