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Expanded taxiway lets SVPI
airport handle more aircraft

Niyati.Parikh
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad; The Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Internatio-
nal (SVFI) airport in Ahmed-
dbad operationalized a 395-
metre-long taxiway on Thurs-
day to improve runway effici-
ency. Work on extension of
the taxiway was ongoing for
the past 18 months, The earli-
ersizeof thetaxiway wasabo-
ut 1500 metres, which has
now been expanded. Comple-
tionof thistaxiway marksthe
end of the first phase of the
runway expansion project at
the airport.

“The additional space ad-
ded to the taxiway parallel to
the runway will enhance the
operational efficiency of the
runway. More space will keep
fewer aircraft on the active
runway, ensuring smoother
take-offs and landings. This
will also enable the runway to
handle about 15% more take-
off and landing movements,”

said a top source privy to the
development.

Once the construction is
over, the taxiways will be con-
nected to the runway from
three points. As a result, talke-
off and landing operations
can go on smoothly At pre-
sent, it takes about 10 minutes
between a landing and a take-
off, according to a source.

The airport operates 250
flights a day; including depar-
tures to and arrivals from do-
mestic and international des-
tinations. Every day, around
37,000 incoming and outbo-

und passengers are handled
by the SVPlairport operaton

Sources said that const-
ruction work is underway for
an additional taxiway near
Runway 05. This will expand
the apron area of the airport.
Sources confirmed that work
is expected to be completed in
two months.

The SVPI airport plans to
come up with five additional
aircraft parking stands at the
newly expanded apron area.
This will take the total mum-
berof aircraft parking stands
to 48 from the existing 43,
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Air India fined T80 lakh by
DGCA for safety breaches
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IndiGo to add 10 more
destinations in FY25

Cur Bureau
Pumibai

IndiGo will induct more than
one aircraft every week and
add around 10 destinations
in FY25, the airline said in its
investor presentation on Fri-
day. Currently, it has 366 air-
craft amnd fies o 121
destinations.

The airline also aims to
grow its capacity and passen
ger velume in “early double
digits,” it added. This would
be slower than the targeted
22 per cent capacity growth
in FY24 and indicates ongo-
ing  challenges  with  the
arounding of aiFcraft,

CHELLENGES
The new duty time norms for
pilats, which come into effect
from June 1, ane also an issue
of concern for airlines seek
ing a deferral of the June 1
deadline for implementation,
IndiGo said it has achicved
its puidanve for Fy24 by fhe-

The airlire avms fo Brow its
capacity and passenger
wolume in doukble digits

ing over 100 million passen
gers in the year, Capacity
growth too has been accom-
plished with the airline ex-
tending leases of aircraft and
taking new aircraft on a wet
lease basis.

In F¥25, the airlime will
add 5300-6,000 cmplovoes,
it said.

IndiCro sakd it has regained
positive net worth in the
December quarter following
five  successive  profitable
uarters.



Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DLEHI 23 MAR 2024

fer= 9 gt Hie e

Foisy o 2024aﬂq=rﬁﬂ1ﬁ$am%ﬂﬁ1osuﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂeqﬁgzﬁra§qﬁ

RS ST T

% feeett, 22 A/
I8 Shefe o 24 1 gEdt el
R formmi =l Hie e ool o
& A TEY & 1.8

Tfererd 9fg foa Febet @ SR Hie amar

TGHT 5.88 HUE B Hehall B THH qRA
SR (31 e W) 3R A (24.2
g Tie) o e e ¥ T A6 T
m@ml@@ﬁ%ﬁm AHSTH
IS STHHR) firef 21

A 2024 H /G foet § aRaG #H
STH, ST SR et i gorT | el
A E

Hie & o feTers O T H |Ie 2019
o femE o e ¥ e SR W 2024

1 EY ol & Sfust &t sy Hie
& < ST 16.8 Ffrerd 9fg o W g6
T ST ST o ST €1 39 el
et = & o1 7, forai 18.7 wfaera as
At A s

Tk AT IR ! T faHm== ot
e RarRy frse e i ol famre
TehTelel T 2024 H 34 2mafy | 9.7
HfereTe ek bt 9fg % WY 3.264 IS U
ST b g Hehell §1 TS F AR
e 7w o Hwer § e gfan o oved
WHAREI

FHIfIS W T8eT et 2019 3 G fermet
3R |t 2024 i TE formet bt srafyr
2feir i 10 fergm shaf-rRif & el st 9
G ATt shTT |iferd o1 T8 & 191t 2019
:ﬁﬁzﬂﬁﬁn@ﬁsﬂaﬁ@zwz.wm

|

TIgHoIC A HRITRT
9T : hfse g

ifaet fiasn
S feeen, 22 9/l

e wH %fee 59 9 YHAR F Fared
AT T ST 36 THEESTE % IR o Joie
feeres o1oTg fiiT 7 2.4 HUE SheR & PAH
ferae o QX SehTT BT T < o €1 eTarerd 3
T T o 91E A9 i GAeE JoE & o
Yeg X & e gAreaa 2 foh wmeese
A ¥ SR ek TE B

STETETd A T foh WHET A1 W18 918 gAaTE &
o emam afe ghfead 21 & 3 75t 6t ave
3R o 78T Y| hfee Eu oIk TEwse 9ra
2015 | HF 2.4 FHUS SIeR o TN st
TR FHEA A AS 1 off | Telted e 3
el TE fomre St § a1 o o 5% Wi
AT % STATET 15 U1 Ik 12..5 T ST &l
AR SR

frsel 9re fader § o1ed 3 TREsie @i
T % fuer o foru feaw o @t sifafa 30
TG SR 1 YA BT Tl § i bt gufa
q off | TEESIE Ueel § Bl B HEH hise Yeu &l
5 TG ST T GIAM HX @ ot 3R rgrerd 3
Y BT WEH 5-5 ARG Sel o AT I
1 e fea @




Corporate Commumcatmns Directorate

BUSINESS STANDRAD DELHI 23 MAR 2024

ANR fom HerfHeeer (Seie)

| YReN I TR A W 80 TG 0

[ T SHHT ST FeAEe Se SRA

L ferftresH (TwEiee) IS el

| IeeE Wi aele ¥ TINER W 98
L SHIET ST TR §) 39T 389 I8
| gifPad Y © foR M W g %

= ﬁmﬁﬁszﬁ
ToTe A Srofiviiy A T & ST

| RO M S Rt oft wreT BT ek
| o foTT qRIGTet ST T STRTH fired|

P T 3 At § T % Amer §me
| ST SIS el HHE-SaeTd WA o
;M % TE S WEAT BT TS
| ST o for, e T S A
| o oo o G TS o SIS G ST ah
| SIS ERT EIRT TR 30 AT 99 T
| IAT AT TS| TR e o e
| TR Y TR S AN T e @
. <t ae e & S el S s
. T e 3e g HeT g &l

. YR I AT e o 39 98
| AT oI o foTu Stedt H W Sfea
i ofifee ShUAT o foh RIT TR
| TR IR Wwen Astie fawey
: (THuHEH) § S T 6 O
L TR A E | ek | e 9T Je
| IR ag-aR fdret = forgeryor feman|

i frames 3 e, ‘el % faerr

m TR A U goffT amht &l feaT T
SRTTSA & 916 TR SfSAT P i
TISTvIY §RT ERIRIT TRIT 30 T

B BT AT HRATIST AT

R TR § T g foh W Efear
T 60 TeT F 2Afereh 39 o <TeTehl & |1
1937 % & 28T & ¥ & (2 )T |
SeetE 81 Faw (2) % STTAR, TF |
M ¥ < Terel | 9 i s 3y
& 60 | H AT B Fehell 2|

SIS = 8T, TR Efean ol e
A (JTASTR ) ST Y Tt 3R ARG
¥ g SR e & oft 3nft
AT A1 TE UHEIEE ¥ ¢ fafee
TfuyH RearRded (Heer) éa
T BT Seete 81



-4

A -

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 23 MAR 2024

ForATel H 2R ot I S 3 ot T STl

fomaT=T 1l W= ol ¥ o H 6 Th
Tt R ST $e &1 STAN T @ o
o | g (TOUu® ) & 98 F o ST
T | TeATTeh SHeh! o Wd IRIRe SET A &
YA T 31y & AAfehT 58k =
g’;?ﬁswﬁmwmﬁm T ol
|

FU9 40 ¥ R foumm SufEr 3
THUUE 37 & fore @rey freiia foeg 2
AR YTt 1 @16 @ foh o 2030 T
TToh! 3E WU T 10 iaeTd foe Taues®
T | AT TR SR TR eRerss
1 A 2030 dF 5 TS THUUE H
e R heey o 34t oY ae 30 uferd
THUUT o SEIHTS 1 A8 1@ 71 AR
AR o5 38 & Hod 98! ©HER &
w9 H 3R €, ST wdie Tt o e
F 1Y 9 2.9 3R o THUUE BIe
foran | Taen! fefererdl eTerT- 3rerm aHaga
T & S|

nﬁﬁﬁa‘raﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%ﬂwm
SIAETASTE o 3T&Td Hefl 28
e ermd Fed €, ‘IR TR §9Y
& B 3R IcIeeh I8 Hfvad a8
I U9 IcTe o ot qaie e HieT @

qo 39 <96 & 3id do A THUUH AT

ITEH ST H 10 T 9fg B i SEg Rl
Y 99 2030 T I TE I HIT H 5
fereTa ¥ 2fEres T foRaAT STa|

Jw, Rl 66 SiR ST S ST
ROAIER 3Tl s i | g TRASTHTe

HH YE HT S| TH SN Hu=r a6
THUUE T SIS i o o1 Teh =11 T
T YE E SR 39 gt URETe AR,
ore @M = e, ‘famme SufE arde |
THUUE =Edl €| o I8 © {5 fop e s
Y R ST Hhd 21 Je-
S 1 AW T IS HREET
2026 & A BH &
HATeHT &

AT Iy aReed ¥4
(eMEude)  dfFas  TOR
IAEE % 83 Wawd Wl
wafferes w1 arelt 300 |
Aferr  foura Sufi @
iaffred Har € ik I8 s
2050 d% YE-IYI HET
TRSaEe (Hiei2 ) ScasH
& fau wfeerg € | e Wed Sem
Tk Tgo ol Ueh T THULH
W 45R F © S S | T I-foer
Il Y Hehdl ©, STh! ol Tee HTeid
HER, SFAHAC, TE qeh-lehl S geifarzen 1
TTESIST IR TRl &THAT o Wreg™ § femar
ST HehaT 2l

TAlh THUUE ! Tfd ool & o
HeR® (3Hh o8 STt shedl HIeT) ot
3R 3=9 SN Weh AT ST g2 2
AT T HIELeieh A1 dehicsh SceT |
TR T T HM H RS

AT, A SHuferi R Fat uiaas
frsel $o aut | det Ta 19 Uit gR S

e et | TSl o1 off| wifer a1 faem
G TE ¢ | TR T 9ied 6! gfg % 90,
Treet |Ie Teel 9 Soil IRed- W E &1
B TR 9 U 719 &5 3 2023 H & e
TRETTRET T SR 27 3R ST ol A
fpaT S 2022 | JANH 17
i FH 2

HeTEuE 7 W T F 41
syl =T fagersor fepam| SepT
Solt uRed" @, & % FA
USRI S T 6.5 TfreTd &1 it
2020 % SIE HoTd A | e
- offerh O a 2023 |

P USia o o R S ® T H A
8 e 9 5 o = s feam

e =1 w9 wer femm
STRTY sT! &1 TR ST 10 SRS
e o1 31X =HH GR STl 1
TaeET TETl HTeT R 3R
TEROT (HIETH ) =1 a9 2023 H T
7.4 3T SR 31 1, S et 916 % $a
FoTt g f7ereT & Ueh-<eE ¥ e1fere 7
7oeT % o7 W@ & § 78T Sl 5E,
NIEGE]

ORd § €@ et

AR H W SosTt ol TATared gue e
Har ot W €| el |t 16 Tl ¥ i
WTHAM HR FHoft G Hl Fear g, S
freset < o ot Wgad AT H o S ot 13
HrenfErl & TR il ot AR 96 &

2| SIUAEU o ER fageiyes fed Mel 7 e,
‘TST WHRI & @i et HuEl T
AnTeH, frset |t i 12 | STHdT sht et
o et Siiferalt 1 31 UfereTd WIS 2019 &
10 vfaera & eafres 81’

Y&, ‘Sfear’ RIS @ wem § oY
gfg T & foreril Hie Soft Y T SSti/A
W%Wt—ﬁ@t—ﬁ%lﬁﬁwé&
YR W R, ST ol TSTSHT
aﬁwmw@?wmw%sﬁﬁﬂ%
TR ik AR R i €1 iTTEuE &
STIE, 9T o 31l ek 1Y oIl QR i XfehT
T ST ST st HATeHT Tel 2|

ST B T St STreITet aTe <9, WR
Frot 51 BT ol § ferehTe e % SR H waw
Y 16T 2| TS o1 3 @ o 39 91T
ferte 13 TMhTmaife # 7 W am'cn%nqﬁ
SR ST ST e Y 8 arel 319 16
%aﬁﬁmﬁﬁm%aﬁ%ﬁ%w
SR T 35 e A i a5
T Syt & | 371 ot e ot afiies &R
T EHR ol 9l @ ! TR J it Sl
TR

TSR A I 2030 Teh W-SHemed Sl 9
500 TRTETe ! fareld &TaT Tenfid e 1
T T § S HIAM 50 MMaie 2785 it
STHCT bt SiTelt oI o foT ot Tifafafert w6t
ST TR | S WA siielt § 9 9 &9
10 TiTTEte, TaT el o o ST =feu|

ARG T ToT Sl Wi | off 39 |ief it
ST R T HA AU 4 eie
TR T U5 G| 99 2027 T AMfih
SR T ST T o1 ht &7 5 TRmeie §
2Af¥reh BT S|

(G A T AT 1 TS
gurees, dfvae A &)



-

S

AIR.PORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 23 MAR 2024

qTe e % @H BId-BId TMAR
I &S Freid 3% B 9l §1 8l
3R T[S TRIES i il ¥ g A
TR Blea iR o fhd & gfg o
TE 1 ¢ae e fReTarRiey &
ITIER, Bl FTe & Hih T
Bleali H FfehTH 3.5 [N IETE 7
Safeh TS WES & Frmsid 1 3.7
T ST B8 B

fFerrfer & g1 FRER
Sl e FWfd o e,
"SI @RT 31 T FeheAT 918 T©
€ IR $o kT  IoTe BIeal o
feeierd s 2

IR Ted 3EM § IR
3P W@ ST W@ 2| FEAM F
fEdeRes 39 S ! AEfgehdr §
AT HE & ST IH BT IS Tk
T Blew gl daEm
FfFefae!, Td I I | gfg
3R SIgt STehiemeT o HRT THH
3R Tsft oM B

ATAT AT o Ylfeleh, Tk
HETEeIYaR, Hisie 3 AT ST
SR WS W@ B W Wiy &
FRER! glcwie § off fehi &t

e T € M @ SR T HAC
ToreE 7 12 R Y gfg gE Bl
31 e, "afaroft e o oIid Y3
bR
' 3 B gfeha Tl 2l
J e IR T o T e 6t
& SR HelTE o SRM & o Tl

_ F FHTH B!

IITgl wedl ©, 'Slea et o
SEEHIT 9fE 52 §139H 30 ¥ 35
S i TG 52 € 3R Sl
ORI T ST iFa | off 18 ¥ 22
IS T TSR G '

Tl 3 AT s REte § o
AT ST el FTstdl o fora gfek
g T 2| REfé & aemmes ¥Ry
T A %el, 'RAE Ted R
T AT ! AT 6T AT 331
W B e # FE ¥ g9
TSATS FE 8| Tk WIeT I8 i
T T STAITHY HeeATaid § 90 ey

T of= Bt o FeTsid % Hieh T

E T R T 20 ¥ 80 HIHS &7

TSI G © | 3okl o 37iehel o
IR, Brel gureid & e ansn ¥
48 ¢ Teel foell § oTs U a0
T TS fRTRT 6,400 931 o A |
21 T 3TH 1 15 T wBe #
fohIRIT 5,200 TT 7| STl AATeid
o T foeett-Tirem A R U T
1 B4 AT 10,934 ¥99 W
g AT ® S 15 & 18t %
6,096 I |

TE RS & Ao GBI o SR :
T foRtd & 15 | 80 THIAS Y
g T Bl gEE-AR A W
HATEreh 78 T F S G| |
8 f&7 Teet §aE- iR &1 U TE
T TS R 18,288 TIA BT AT
T 3T 1 15 37 et il fom |
A 10,240 T 1| 5



-4

i A e

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BISINESS STANDARD DELHI 23 MAR 2024

India may glide to third
spot in airline seat count

OAG data places
India just behind
the USand China
in Q2 of 2024

SURAIJEET DAS GUPTA
New Delhi, 22 March

th around 58.8 million seats,
India is projected to see a
growth of 10.5 per cent in air-

line seat capacity during the second
quarter of 2024 compared to the same
period in the previous year.

This will place it in the third spot
globally after the US (with 310 million
seats) and China (242 million seats),
according to the latest data by OAG.

India’s projected capacity in Q2 of
2024 is far higher than that of Japan,
Spain, UK, Italy, Germany, Indonesia
and Turkey. The country has also seen
the second-highest growth in terms of
seat capacity between pre-pandemic
Q2 of 2019 and OAG projected Q2 of
2024. The growth is seen at 16.8 per
cent, only behind China, which is
expected to grow faster by 18.7 per cent.

Also, IndiGo, which is at number
eight in terms of seat capacity in the
world, according to OAG, is projected
to grow in Q2 0f2024 by 9.7 per cent. It
is set to touch 32.64 million seats. The
airline may see a heady growth of 50.3
per cent between pre-Covid Q2 of 2019
and the projected Q2 of 2024.

That would make IndiGo the

SEATING PLAN

SEAT CAPACITY (in millions)

Q22019 ™(Q22023 M Q22024-projected

USA
SOURCE: 0AG

Japan Spain

fastest-growing airline among the top
10 in this period in the world. In Q2 of
2019, its seat capacity was 21.7 million
seats. Its growth between Q2 of 2019
and the projected Q2 of 2024 is set to
be far higher than Ryan Air (38.5 per
cent) China Air (32.8 per cent) and
China South Airlines (194 per cent).
At a global level, OAG projects that
in the second quarter of 2024, airlines
will touch 1.5 billion seats, up 8 per

cent in the same period from the pre-
vious year. There are regions which
still have not reached their pre-pan-
demic seating capacity. This includes
Southeast Asia (projected to be down
by 11.3 per cent in Q2 of 2024 over Q2
of 2019), Eastern and Central Europe
(due to the Ukraine war), South
Africa (the old South African Airways
network needs a revamp) and
Southwest Pacific.
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DGCA imposesI8OL
fine on Air India

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 22 March

The Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) on Friday imposed a fine
of %80 lakh on Air India for violating
rules regarding flight duty
time limitation (FDTL),
which aims to ensure suf-
ficient rest for pilots.

The regulator said on
Friday that it had con-
ducted an audit of Air
India in January to see if
the airline is complying
with regulations related to FDTL and
fatigue management system (FMS).
The regulator collected a substantial
amount of evidence and analysed
random fleet-wise reports.

“The analysis of reports and evi-
dence revealed that Air India operat-
ed flight(s) with both flight crew aged
above 60 years flying together in a few
instances, which is a violation of Sub
Rule (2) of Rule 28 A of the Aircraft

The airline was
charged for

violating rules
regarding flight
duty time limitation

Rules, 1937,” the regulator stated.
According to Sub Rule (2), only one of
the two pilots in a flight can be more
than 60 years of age.

The DGCA noted, “The operator
was also found deficient in providing
adequate weekly rest,
adequate rest before and
after ultra-long range
(ULR) flights and ade-
quate rest on layover to
flight crew, which violates
the extant provisions of
the civil aviation require-
ments (CARs) pertaining
to FDTL. “Moreover, the instances of
exceeding duty periods, wrongly mar-
ked training records, overlapping
duties etc. were also observed during
the audit,” it added.

After all this, the regulator had on
March 1 issued a showcause notice to
the airline. “Pursuant to the non-sat-
isfactory response submitted by the
operator, a fine of ¥80 lakh has been
imposed on the operator,” it added.
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IndiGo exploring
purchase of
widebody aircraft

IndiGo is exploring the purchase of
widebody aircraft, according to people
familiarwith the matter, a move that
would give Asia's biggest budget carrier
agreaterinternational radius and
intensify competition with Air India.
The airline is still considering several
options, with an order forabout 30
Airbus SE A350s emerging as the most
likely choice, said the people, who
asked notto be identified. A decision
could beannounced in the next few
weeks, the people said, cautioning
that IndiGo could still change its mind
abouttimingand the numberof
planes. IndiGo has repeatedly toyed
with the idea of introducing long-haul
services to tap the growing pool of
affluent Indians flying further afield to
placessuchasthe UKand Europe. The
low-cost carrier currently operates
two Boeing (o. 777s leased from Turkish
Airlines to Istanbul and has otherwise
builtitsfleetaround single-aisle

jets made up almost entirely of

Airbus planes. BLOOMBERG
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DGCA Imposes
Z80L Fineon Al
for Violating

Pilot Rest Rule

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Civilaviationregu-
lator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has im-
posed a fine of T80 lakh on Air
India for violation of its pilot
rest periodrules.

DGCA said it had conducted an
audit of AirIndia in JJanuary for
checking if it was complying to
regulations on Flight Duty Time
Limit (FDTL) and it found that
the airline was not providing
adequate weekly rest to pilots be-
fore and after ultra-long-range
flights and during layover.

The auditors also found that
AirIndiahad ope-
rated flights with
both pilots aged
above 60 years in
a few instances,
whichfis a viola-

tion of the Air-
mi:t:; craft Rules, 1937,
airlinewas  theaviation regu-
not providing lator said in a sta-
adequate tement. They also
weeklyrest found instances
topilots of wrongly mar-
before&after Kod training re-
ultra-long cords and over-
-rangeflights |..,,,ino duties.

A show cause notice was issued
to Air India on March 1 for sub-
mitting responses to the obser-
ved violations.

The fine was imposed after the
carrier's response to an earlier
show-cause notice was deemed
non-satisfactory.

“Air India’sresponse was not fo-
und satisfactory. Pursuant to the
non-satisfactory response sub-
mitted by the operator, a fine of
T80 lakh has been imposed on the
operator;,” the regulator said.

“DGCA is committed to main-
taining the highest levels of safe-
ty in the civil aviation sector In
India and this enforcement ac-
tion is in line with its commit-
ment,” it said.
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SpiceJet Cleared
all its Dues, No
Longer in Default:
Credit Suisseto S
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Indu.Bhan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday took note of Swiss financial
services firm Credit Suisse sub-
mission that SpicedJet has cleared
its outstanding dues and is no
longer in default as on date.

A Bench led by Justice Hima Kohli
while posting the matter for further
hearing in July noted the submis-
sions made by senior counsel Liz
Mattews, appearing for Credit Suis-
se, that “matter should be taken up
after three months to ensure that
they (SpiceJet) don’t default as they
have been doing in the past,”

The court was hearing a con-
tempt petition filed by Credit Suis-
se against Singh over the non-pay-
ment of dues despite a court-app-

roved commercial
_— settlement arri-
SCbenchsays vedat between the
that matter Swissfirmand the

shouild be low-cost airline in
takenup 2021. The dispute
after three arises from Spice-
months to Jet’s alleged failu-
ensure that re to honour invoi-
SpiceJet ces raised by Cre-
doesn't dit Suisse.

default again The apex court

had last month as-
ked SpicedJet to clear its outstanding
dues of $1.25 million by March 15 in
addition to the monthly instalments
to Credit Suisse.

“We're giving vou a long rope,
don't take any risks in this matter.
There is no scope of any belated
payment in this case. The respon-
dent (SpiceJet) is not justified in
sayving so. The very fact that the
respondent is in default is appa-
rent from the dateline given,” the
Bench had then cautioned Singh.

On September 22, the SC had given
six months to SpiceJet to clear arre-
ars to Swiss financial services firm.
For the next six months, the airline
was required to pay Credit Suisse
$500,000 a month towards the arre-
ars, in addition to the scheduled
monthly payment of $500,000 that
SpiceJet was already making.
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® EYES 'EARLY DOUBLE DIGIT GROWTH' IN FY25

IndiGo lowers fleet
addition guidance

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, March 22

INDIGO, THE COUNTRY'S
LARGEST airline, is expecting
growth in aircraft addition to its
fleet to be lower in FY25 as com-
pared to FY 24, reckoning more than
one aircraft inclusion every week.

The low-cost carrier,with a mar-
ket share of more than 60% of the
domestic market, said in a presen-
tation on Friday that the growth in
capacityfor FY25 is expected to be
in‘early doubledigits’ For FY 24 this
guidance was ‘north of mid-teens’

In February 2024, IndiGo said
that it was expecting around 12%
capacitygrowth in the March quar-
ter on ayear-over-year basis. With
that, IndiGo will be exceeding its
original guidance for FY24 to
deliver a growth of more than 20%
ascompared to FY2 3,

As of the end of February the
company had 366 aircraft while at
the end of FY23 its fleet strength
stood at 304. An ‘early double
digit'growth could mean theairline
closing FY25 with a fleet of 406-
420 aircraft.

Airbus, which has a near-
monopoly of IndiGo’s current fleet
and future orders, notified airlines
of delivery delays scheduled in
2024 and 2025, Reuters reported
lastmonth.IndiGohas 960 aircraft
on order. It also claimed that it is
‘poised to become 600+’ aircraft
carrierby 2030.

Growing uncertainty over meet-
ing delivery targets of aircraft by
theirmanufacturers owing tochal-
lenges within the supply chain and
regulatory hurdles is also leading to
airlines refraining from sharing
their aircraftinduction plan.

FLEET STRENGTH

®m IndiGo's guidance for FY24
for growth in aircraft addition
was 'north of mid-teens'

m It will exceed original
guidance for FY24 at more
than 20% growth as
compared to FY23

B At Feb-end, | ®'Early

the airline double

had 366 digit’ growth

aircraft, could mean

while at the IndiGo

end of FY23 closing

its fleet FY25 with

strength L06-420
aircraft

stood at 304 |

0.
S

Y

Responding to FE, Vinay Dube,
CEO, Akasa Air, said, “We stopped
providing guidance on future air-
craft deliveries six-eight months
ago. We are growing by tens of per-
cent almost, irrespective ofwhether
there is one more or less (aircraft).
We tend to stay away from provid-
ing guidance because they tend to
be distracting.”

Low-cost carrier Akasa, the
newestto startinternational opera-
tions, hasa fleet strength of 24 air-
cratt and 202 aircraft on order.The
company isaimingto expand inter-
national operations with the new
additions to its fleetin FY 25.

Since the grounding of Go First
in May last year, there has been a
sharp increase in air fares as demand

FINANCIAL EXPRESS >at. 23 March 2024

weaptoiean https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/74787732

for air travel rose amid supply
crunch. In the upcoming summer
schedule which starts from March

31, only a 2.3% rise is scheduled in
weekly domestic flightsto 24,275,
compared tothewinterschedule.

Akasa will push its weekly
domestic departures by 14% to
903.IndiGo will be operatingnearly
1426 more flightsat 13,050 flights
per week in the summer schedule
while Air India will increase its
weeklydeparturesbyjust under 5%
to2,278.

IndiGoadded 10 destinations in
FY 24 to end with 115 and hopes to
replicate that record in FY 25. Inthe
calendaryear 2023, IndiGobecame
the first Indian airline to serve 100

million passengers.
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Carrier looks to buy widebody jets

DhaMMY LEE & SIDDHARTH PHILIP
March 22

HDIGO 15 EXPLORING the pur
chase of widebody aircraft, accord
g to people familiarwith the mat
ier, a move that would qive Asia's
biggest budget carrier a greater
International mad s and intensify
competition with Airlndia.

Thae adrline is still con s ded ng sev-
r:r;llnpha:-n':,wit han order forabout
30Akrbus SE A350: emerging as the
most Iikx:I}' chotce, said the pc-s'fﬁcl

who asked not to be sdentified
because the knforneation lsn't public
Adecizion conld beannounced i the
next fewweeks, the people sald, cau-
tioning that Indiio could still
change its mind about timing and
the nuember of planes.

IndiGo has repeatedly toyed
with the ideaof introducing long-
haul services to tap the growing
pool of affluwent [ndians fyimg fur-
ther afield to pl.'lft-.: suchasthe UK
and Europe.

The low-cost carmer curten r'r:,r

operates two Roein E T77s leased
from Turkish Adrines to Istanbul
and has otherwise built its fleet
around single-aisle jets made up
almost mr:lrc'l}' ofAirbus |'I ANeS,

The airfine is already one of Air
bus's Largest customers after plac-
inga record - breaking order for 500
A320neo family airceit last sum-
mer. IndiGo now has a backiog of
aroend 1,000 airceaft

Iirpr[' sentatives from Inl‘lip
and Alrbus dedined to comment.

= BLOOMBERG
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Air India fined
forviolating
duty time rules

FE BURE&L
Hew Delhi, March 22

THE DIRECTORATE GEMERAL of clvil aviation
(DG A on J-'ndn}'ﬂla.r!rr-rl.n TR lakh fine on Tata
Group-badied Air India for violating Flight Duty
Time Limetations {(FITL) norems for I]Jg| T

Theaidinewas alsofined onaccount of violat
ing regulations pertaining to the fatigue man-
agement system (FMS) of flipht crew.

“As & proactive step towards ensuring a high
lemwel of :.1[r'1}' in aviation, DGCAconduched a spat
auditof Bys Adr India Limited inthemonthof fan-
uary thisyear forverifying the regulatorycompli
ance by the operatorin respect of FOTLand FMS
e lations" the DRGCA said i a statement on Fri
day. During the audit, the evidences were col
lected and fleet-wise random reports were
analysed.”

At‘r|1r|:|i1|.t:: to the regulator, the analysis of
reportsand evidence revealed thatAir Indiaoper
ated flightswith both flight crew members aged
above &0 iy g together ina few mstances,which
Is avinlation.

“Theoperatorwasalso found defidentin pro
viding adequatewseklyrest, adeguate rest before
and after ultra-long range (LI H}lﬁig_ﬁi'ﬁ and ade
quate rest on lay over o light arew, which violates
the extant provisions of the Civil Aviation
Requirements pertaining to FOTLS
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24,275 weekly
domestic flights
in summer
schedule: DGCA

PTI/ New Defiu

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on Thursday
said the Indian operators will con-
duct a total of 24275 weekly do-
mestic flights during the upeom-
ing summer schedule, commenc-
ing from March 31,

This marks an approximately
six per cent rise compared to the
same period last vear According
to the aviation regulator DGCA,
the number of weekly deparfures
has increased by just 2,30 per cent
compared to the ongoing winter
schedule, with scheduled carriers
operating 23732 flights,

"Summer Schedule 2084 (5534),
which will be effective from
March 31 till October 26, of the
scheduled domestic airlines has
beenfinalised after the slot confir
ence meeting held in February”
DGCA said in a statement issued
on Thursday
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DGCA slaps ¥80 lakh fine on
Al for ‘'overworking’ pilots

Aviation safety regulator, Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), has imposed a penalty of
80 lakh on Air India for ‘overworking pilots in
violation of laid-down mandatory duty houres for
the crew, The DGCA conducted a spot audit in
January and upon random scrutiny, found lapses
in providing adequate weekly rest of 36 hours for
the cockpit crew, and adeguate rest before and
after ulrra-long range flights such as those o the
LS., it said in & statement.
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Air India fined *80 lakh for
violating crew duty time rules

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Civil aviation regula-
tor Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) imposed a fine
of 280 lakh on Air India for vio-
lating norms related to flight
duty time limitations and fatigue
management system of flight
crew.

The aviation regulator, in a
statement issued on Friday, said
that it imposed a fine for viola-
tion of regulations pertaining to
Flight Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) and fatigue management
system (FMS) of flight crew.

“As a proactive step towards
ensuring a high level of safety in
aviation, DGCA conducted a spot
audit of Air India Limited in the
month of January this year for
verifying the regulatory compli-
ance by the operator in respect
of FDTL and FMS regulations”,
the statement read.

DGCA said that it collected the
evidence during the audit, and
even analysed fleet wise random
reports. “DGCA is committed to
maintaining the highest levels of
safetvin the civil aviation sector

in India and this enforcement
action is in line with its commit-
ment,” it said.

“The analysis of reports and
evidence revealed that M/s Air
India Limited operated flight(s)
with both flight crew aged above
60 years flying together in a few
instances, which is a violation of
Sub Rule (2) of Rule 28 A of the
Aircraft Rules, 1937," it said.

The aviation watchdog said
that Air India was also found
deficient in providing adequate
weekly rest, adequate rest before
and after ultra-long range (ULR)
flichts and adeguate rest on lav-

DGCA also found instances of exceedmg duty permds. wrongly
marked training records, overlapping duties during the audit.

over to flight crew, which vio-
lates the extant provisions of the
Civil Aviation Requirements per-
taining to FDTL.

The regulator stated that it
also found instances of exceed-
ing duty periods, wrongly
marked training records, over-
lapping duties during the audit.

As aresult, the DGCA issued a
show cause notice to Air India
Limited on March 1 for submit-
ting response to the observed
violations. The airline’s response
to the regulator was not found
satisfactory after which Air India
was fined.
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Indian airlines soar: Oct-Dec int’l traffic up 22%

Anu Sharma

anu.sharma@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Domestic carriers
registered a 22% increase in
international air traffic to and
from India at 7.7 million passen-
gers, as per the latest data availa-
ble for the October-December
period, the fruits of a likely sus-
tained post-pandemic focus by
Indian airlines to expand their
global network.

As per data from the regulator
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), Indian airlines also
registered an increase in the
cumulative market share of
international flights to and from
India at 44.6% in the period.
Their share was 43.5% seen in
the same quarter a year ago for a
total of 6.3 million passengers.

For the entire calendar year
2023, domestic carriers garnered
a market share of 44.4% by
transporting 28.4 million inter-
national passengers, a sharp
increase from 38% recorded in
nre-pandemic 2019 when the

For the Oct-Dec period, India’s largest airline IndiGo held a
market share of 18.2% as compared with 15.6% a year ago.

passenger count was around
24.2 million.

Scheduled international flight
operations resumed in India in
March 2022 after a two-year
shutdown due to the covid pan-
demic. Another sign of a bounce-
back is that while the total inter-
national traffic for 2023 - for
both international and domestic
carriers — is still 0.5% lower at
63.9 million passencers than the

MINT

2019 figure of 64.2 million, the
Indian airlines have outpaced
their pre-pandemic levels of
international air traffic.

Domestic carriers registered a
growth of 17% in passengers car-
ried on international flights dur-
ing 2023 while the total overseas
traffic carried by foreign carriers
is still 11% lower at 35.5 million
passengers than the 2019 levels
of 40 million passencers.

For the October-December
period, India’s largest airline
IndiGo held a market share of
18.2% as compared with 15.6% a
year ago. The Tata Group-backed
Air India and Air India Express
held 12.8% and 7.1% as compared
with 12.5% and 6.9% respectively
in the same period a year ago.
The market share of Vistara, a
joint venture of Tata Sons and
Singapore Airlines, rose to 3.6%
from 2.6% earlier while that of
low-cost carrier SpiceJet dipped
t0 2.8% from 3.5%.

Among international carriers,
the UAE's Emirates flew 1.39 mil-
lion passengers in the December
quarter as compared with 138
million a year ago, its market
share dipping to 8.1% from 9.5%.
Singapore Airlines, registered na
8% increase in passengers car-
ried at 623,968 passengers, but
its market share fell to 3.6% as
compared to 4% a year ago on a
higher base.

Doha-based Qatar Airlines,
which carried 544,125 passen-
oers as compared to 474 257 pas-

sengers earlier, held a market
share of 3.1% as compared to
3.3% a year ago. Etihad held a
market share of 2.8% as com-
pared to 2.4% earlier and it car-
ried 483,033 passengers, 36% up
on year. Air Arabia saw a decline
inits market share to 2.6% from
31% earlier and flew 455,318 pas-
sengers, 0.7% up on year.

In terms of passengers,
IndiGo flew 3.1 million passen-
gers to and from India, register-
ing arise of 39% on year and full-
service carrier Vistara recorded
a 70% growth on-year by flying
630,427 passengers in the quar-
ter. Air India and its subsidiary
Air India Express carried 2.2 mil-
lion and 1.2 million passengers
respectively, recording a growth
of around 22% each as compared
to the same period a year ago.

The latest data for domestic
carriers chimes in with the plans
of Indian airlines. IndiGo, which
operates a fleet of more than 360
aircraft, plans toallocate at least
30% of its available capacity to
international networks.
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DGCA fines Air India 380 lakh for violating fatigue rules

ENSECONOMIC BUREAL
WEW DELHI, MARCHZ2

THE AVIATION salety regulator
Friday impased a $80-Lakh fine
on Air India Forvolating rabes bo
prevent pilotand crew fatigue.
Theaction by the Direaorate
Ceneral of Civil Aviation [DGCA )
comies after a spot audit of the
Tata group’s flagship airline in
January to ascesain its compli-
ance with Qight duty time Emi-
tations (FINTL) and the Bhgus
management system{FMS).
These sets of rules are in
place o prevent crew fangue,
which can be dangerous for
flight operationsapartfrom hay

ing a pegative impact on the
health of the crew,

“The analysis of reparts and
evidences revealed that M Alr
India Limited opser ated Might{s]
with bath Bightc rew aged above
il years Mying together in few
instances, whichis aviclation of
Suby Buthe (2 ) of Rube 28 A of the
Aircraft Rules, 1937, the DGCA
saidl ina satement.

According to the regulator,
Alr India wes abo found deficient
inproviding adequate weeldy
rest, aufficsent ret hefore and al-
ter ultra-long range Mg hes, and
enaugh rest on Layover to flight
crew. All such findings wene
found to be in violation of the
provisions of the Chil Aviation

=

The regulator conducted a
spotaudit of Air Indiain fan

Reguerements (CARs) pert@ning
to FOTL. Additionally, the spat
audit also revealed ingances of
exceedng duty penods wiongly
rmarked training reconis, and

overlapping duties.among other
viclanons,

“i show cause notice [ 50N
wils bssed 1o M5 Adr India
Limited ondl st March, 2024 o
subrrarting response o the ob-
served violations, The operator
subvmitted its response tothe
SO wehich was not found satis
factony. Pursuant o the non-sa-
isfaciony nesponse submitied by
operator, a fine of T80,00,000
{ Rupesseighty lakhs ) hinve been
imposed on the operatar,” the
DECA said adding that the reg-
ulator is comimitted Wmaintain-
ing the highest levels of safety in
Iredia’s civil aviatiaon sector and
thisenfereementacionis inline
with that commigment

Adr India has o lar not com-
menied on the penany

Flight crew latigue and ex-
haastion are seen & majorfactors
ontributing o human erme s in
aireraft operatsons, whichcan
lead (o catastophic accidents,
Therdore, FOTL regulations are
considered irnportant globalhy In
India, the DGCA oversees FOTL
complisnce Theregulatorhasal
ready announced changes to
FOFM. norms ina bid tomake the
regulations more aew-Fiendly.
The new rules, which are set o
Lake effect from June, have in-
cremed mandatory weekly rest
peiods, extenson ol mght dury
howrs, ard fewer night landings
a% comprared [0 cument ronms.
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Spicejet has cleared all dues,
Credit Suisse tells SC

New Dl Crelit Sudsse tald the Supneane Court on Fri-
clay that Spicetel has clared its outstading dues snd B
o loger i delfadl On the bank's request, the coan
delerred the case tothe end of July. AL the next hearing
the courtwill monitor w hether S piceTe has been paying

its monthly instalments on tme. During the previons
hesring it sl ordered the aidine o deara ﬁl]n iy pary-
mvenids by 15 March amd pay 5125 million (o Credil Suisse
by thiat dlate. ERISHMA TADAY
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DGCA imposes ¥80 lakh fine on Air
India for violating crew duty time

M Dheelhis The: Directoraste General ol Civil Aviation (DGCA)
Il I uJI::.ldi-“{fll:l}s!lluz."u'_r[r.cl'mll. il et o
wla Flighi Dty Time: Limita
e (FMS) .n”l:LJI crew or pibods. T
FES LRI 1[ I"..i] |!'..t|!|
abisry comyslizmee amd Beet-w
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Indian airlines soar: Oct-Dec

international traffic up 22%

DGCA savs airlines also saw rise in cumulative market share of international flights at 446
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Airlines summer schedule:
24,275 weekly domestic flights

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines
will operate a total of 24,275
weekly domestic flights during
the summer schedule starting
from March 31, a nearly 6 per
cent increase compared to the
year-ago period.

The number of weekly
departures is just 2.30 per cent
higher as against 23,732 flights
being operated by the sched-
uled carriers in the ongoing
winter schedule that ends on
March 30, according to avia-
tion regulator DGCA.

IndiGo, Air India and Vis-
tara will operate more flights
while SpiceJet will reduce
departures during the 2024
summer schedule that spans
from March 31 to October 26.

In the summer schedule,
Indian carriers will connect
37 countries, including the
US, the UK, Uzbekistan, Mal-
dives, Georgia and Azerbaijan.
The international flights will
be operated from 27 domestic
airports.

Domestic carriers will be
operating 1,922 weekly inter-
national flights, a rise of 5.1
per cent compared to the 2023
summer schedule. In com-
parison to the ongoing winter
schedule where the count of
international weekly flights is
1,892, the increase is only 1.6
per cent.

Akasa Air, which is set to

Nearly 6% increase
compared to the
year-ago period

commence its overseas oper-
ations on March 28, is yet to
file its schedule for interna-
tional flights with the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).

The regulator said there
will be 24,275 domestic depar-
tures per week which have been
finalised to/from 125 airports
as per the summer schedule.

“Out of these 125 airports,
Azamgarh, Aligarh, Chitra-
koot, Gondia, Jalgaon, Mora-
dabad and Pithoragarh are
the new airports proposed by
the scheduled airlines,” the
watchdog said in a release on
Thursday.

The country’s largest air-
line IndiGo will be operating
13.82 per cent more flights at
13,050 in the summer schedule,
while Air India will increase its
weekly departures by 4.59 per
cent to 2,278,

Vistara will be operating
25.22 per cent more weekly
flights at 2,324 while Akasa
Air will increase their weekly
domestic departures by 14.30
per cent to 903.

SpiceJet will be cutting
down its weekly departures by
22.28 per cent to 1,657.

In terms of airports that will

be operational during the sum-
mer schedule, Uttar Pradesh
will have the maximum num-
ber at 14, followed by Maha-
rashtra (11) and Gujarat (9).

In the international seg-
ment, Air India will operate
455 weekly flights, an increase
of 5.1 per cent compared to the
year-ago period.

IndiGo will have 13.5
E::r cent more international

ghts at 731 while Vistara will
increase its weekly overseas
departures by 50.8 per cent to
184. Air India Express’ depar-
tures will rise 20.8 per cent to
371 flights.

However, Spicefet will
be reducing its international
flights by 12.6 per cent to 174.
In the last summer schedule,
Go First was to operate 120
weekly overseas flights.

The carrier stopped flying
in May 2023,

Alliance Air will operate
7 weekly international depar-
tures in the latest summer
schedule compared to 4 in the
year-ago period.

Air India, Air India Express
and Vistara are part of the Tata
Group, and Vistara is in the
process of getting merged with
Air India.

India’s civil aviation mar-
ket is one of the fastest grow-
ing in the world but there are
supply chain and engine woes
that have also resulted in the
grounding of many aircraft.
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DGCA fines Air
India ¥80 lakh for
violation of norms

PIDNEER HEWS SERVICER
NEW DELHI

the Dvrectorate General of

Civil Avation (DGCA)on
Friday imposed an Rs &0 lakh
penalty on Air Indsa {or vio
lations of Hight duoty and
fatigue managemen! norms,
mclsding filare to provide
adequate rest to flight cew
betore and after wltra-long
hanl fights.
This is a1 least the third time
m lesz than two months that
Tata Group-owned Adr India
has been fined by the DIGCA.
The latest penalty also comes
at a time when the DGCA has
decided not 1o extend the
Jume 1 deadline for imple
menting the revized flight
duty norms that will provwde
mare rest howrs for pilots.
In fanuary, the wz.h:hdn[l: com
ducted a spot audst of Air
India to werify the airine’s
compliance with Flight Doty
Time Limitations { FOTL} and
Fatigue Management Sysiem
{FME) regulations. Tharing the
audif, evidence was collecied
and fleet-wise random reports
were analysed
“The analysis of reports and
evidence revealed that Air
India Limited operated
flightis) with both Flight crew
aged above 60 years flying
together  im  a few
instances.’.. The operator was
also found deficient in pro
viding adequate weekly rest,
adequate rest before & atter
ultra-long range Hights and
adequate rest on layover 1o the
flight crew, which violates the
extant provisians of the Civil
Avation Reguirements per
taining to FOTL, the DGCA
=xid in a release.
Generally, olira-long-hanl

fhights are those having a dura
tian of mare than 16 hoors
Air India operates such Hights
to destinations in Canada ansd
the USFurther, the D{GCA
on Friday said there were
instances of exceeding duty
periods, wrongly marked
traindmg records and overlap
ping duties, On March 1, the
watchdog isswed a show cause
notice o Air India with
respect to the violations.
“The operator submitted its
response to the show canse
naofsce which was not found
satisfactory. Pursuant to the
non-satisfactory response sish
mitted by the operator, a fine
of Rz 850,00,000 haz been
imposed on the operator.” the
release said

Having both cockpit crew
members or pilots aged abowve
60 years in a Hight violates
Bule {2) of Rule 28 A af the
Aircraft Rules, 1937, No per
son holding a pilot’s licence
izsued under these rubs and
having attained the age of
sixty years shall act as Pilat-in
Command ar Co-pilot of an
aircraft engaged in commercial
adr ranspart operations unless
it is operated in 2 muolti-crew
environment and the other
pilot is lesz than sixty years of
age,” as per the rule

Earler this mongh, the DNGCA
said it would not be extending
the June 1 deadline for imple
menting the revised flight
duty norms for pilots. The
Federation of Indian Airlines
{FIA), comprising Air India,
Spicelet and Ind#(ao, had wrmt
ten at least twice to the regu
lator, secking more time bor
implementation of the revised
Flight Dty Time Limitations
{(FDTL) norms issused on
Jamuary 8.
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DGCA finalises summer schedule for flights

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

he Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
finalised the summer schedule
— which will be in in from
March 31 to Oct 26, 2024, —
of domestic and international
flights. As per the summer
weekly schedule, Indian airlines
will operate a total of 24,275
weekly domestic flights during
the summer schedule starting
from March 31, a nearly 6 per
cent increase compared to the
year-ago period and 2.3 percent
more than ongoing winter’s
weekly schedules 23,732 (
which will be ended on March
30). This is despite over 75
IndiGo planes being grounded
due to Pratt & Whitney’s
unending engine issues; GoAir
not flying since last may; less
operations by Spicefet and
slower than expected supply of
new planes from Boeing and
Airbus due to global supply
chain constraints.
Out of these 125 airports,

i

Azamgarh, Aligarh,
Chitrakoot, Gondia, Jalgaon,
Moradabad and Pithoragarh
are added to the new airports
Eroposed by the scheduled air-
ines while Ziro and Hindon
airports will not be included in
the Summer Schedule 2023,
According to DGCA, in the
summer schedule, Indian car-
riers will connect 37 countries,
including the US, the UK,
Uzbekistan, Maldives, Georgia
and Azerbaijan. The interna-
tional flights will be operated

B |

from 27 domestic airports.

IndiGo, Air India and Vistara
will operate more flights while
Spicefet will reduce departures
during the 2024 summer
schedule that spans from
March 31 to October 26.
Domestic carriers will be oper-
ating 1,922 weekly interna-
tional flights, a rise of 5.1 per
cent compared to the 2023
summer schedule. In compar-
ison to the ongoing winter

schedule where the count of

international weekly flights is

1,892, the increase is only 1.6
per cent.

According to the schedule,
IndiGo plans to operate the
highest number of departures
with 13,050 flights per week
followed by Vistara with 2,324
weekly flights. Air India,
Spicefet, Air India Express,
IAX Connect, Akasa Air and
Alliance Air are going to oper-
ate 2,278 flights, 1,657 flights,
1,239 flights, 1,198 flights, 903
flights and 896 flights on a
weekly basis, respectively.
The combined entity of Air
India Express and AIX
Connect — will operate 31.6
percent more flights in the
upcoming summer schedule.
IndiGo plans to operate 0.5
percent fewer flight or around
70 fewer weekly flights, Air
India plans to operate 3.8 per-
cent less capacity or 89 fewer
weekly flights, Spicefet plans to
operate 22 percent less capac-
ity or 475 fewer weekly flights
and Alliance Air plans to oper-
ate 2 percent lower capacity or

18 fewer weekly flights, as per
DGCA data.
In the international segment,
Air India will operate 455
weekly flights, an increase of
5.1 per cent compared to the
year-ago period. IndiGo will
ave 13.5 per cent more inter-
national flights at 731 while
Vistara will increase its week-
ly overseas departures by 50.8
per cent to 184,
Air India Express’ departures
will rise 20.8 per cent to 371
flights. However, Spicefet will
be reducing its international
flights by 12.6 per cent to 174.
In the last summer schedule,
Go First was to opera[e 120
weekly overseas flights.

Alliance Air wdlgapcr.m:
weekly international depar-
tures in the latest summer
schedule compared to 4 in the
year-ago period.

Air India, Air India Express
and Vistara are part of the Tata
Group, and Vistara is in the
process of getting merged with
Air India.



AIRPDR I'SAUT HORITY OF INDlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

TELEGRAPH KOLKATA 22 MAR 2024

Summer
flights

B NEW DELHI: Indian air-
lines will operate 24,275
weekly domestic flights
during the summer
schedule starting from
March 31, a nearly 6 per
cent increase compared
to the year-ago period.
IndiGo, Air India and
Vistara will operate more
flights while SpiceJet
will reduce departures
during the 2024 summer
schedule that spans from
March 31 to October 26.
Pl
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DGCA slaps 80L fine
on Al for violating
crew duty tlme rules

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has imposed a fine of
Rs80lakhon AirIndiaforvio-
lating regulations pertaining
toflight duty time limitations
(FDTL), which mandate the
work and rest rules, and fa-
tigue management system
(FMS) of flight crew.

The regulator conducted
a spot audit in Jan and found
violations, such as both pilots
operating a flight being aged
above 60. “The operator (Air
India) was also found defi-
cient in providing adequate
weekly rest; adequate rest be-
fore and after ultra-long
range flights and adequate
rest on layover to flight crew,
which violates the extant pro-
visions of the Civil Aviation
Requirements pertaining to
FDTL. Moreover, the instanc-
es of exceeding duty periods,
wrongly marked training re-
cords, overlapping duties...w-
ere also observed during the

Flight duty time limitations
mandate work and rest

rules and fatigue management
system of flight crew

audit,” DGCA said in a state-
ment. After the audit, the reg-
ulator had served a show-
cause notice to the airline on
March 1, but its response was
not found satisfactory.

DGCA said the spot audit
was conducted for “verify-
ing the regulatory compli-
ance by the operator in re-
spect of FDTL and FMS reg-
ulations as a proactive step
towards ensuring a high lev-
el of safety inaviation™.

Air India has been fined
by the regulator several
times in the last one-and-a-
half years for various lapses.
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‘IndiGo donated

756 crore to fqur

parties; Spicejet
gave 70L to AAP’

New Delhi: IndiGo promo-
ter Rahul Bhatia, in his in-
dividual capacity, and com-
panies of his InterGlobe
Group have donated Rs 56
crore to four political par-
ties while Spiceldet gave
RsT0lakhto AAF

BJP got the lion's share of
Rs 31 crore from InterGlobe
Real Estate Venture (Rs 20
crore) and InterGlobe Air
Transport Lid (Rs 11 crore).

The second biggest recip-
ient, surprisingly, was TMC
which got Rs 16.2 crore from
Bhatia. Congress got Rs 5
crore from InterGlobe Avia-
tion Ltd while Bhatia paid Rs
3.8 crore to itsally NCE. e
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At 14, UP has
maximum cities
connected by air

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: At 14, Uttar Pra-
desh has the highest number
of airports that will get regu-
lar commercial flights this
summer. The recent opening
of Avodhva, Azamgarh, Chit-
rakoot, Aligarh, Moradabad
and Shravasti has propelled
the state to the top of the co-
untry’'s aviation link charts.

Maharashtra is second at
11, according to the Directora-
te General of Civil Aviation
data. It also shows Harvana
and Pondicherry to be the on-
lv state and UT, respectively,
with no airport getting flights
this summer. The small UT of
Dadra & Nagar Haveli has no
airport. UP and Maharashtra
are followed by Gujarat (9),
Karnataka (8), and Assam (7).
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh are at six
each; Madhya Pradesh and
Odisha are at five each; West
Bengal, Kerala, Punjab and
Arunachalatfoureach; Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pra-
desh, Jharkhand and Uttarak-
hand at three each, and Goa
and J&K at twoeach.
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Indigo donated

356 crore to four
parties; Spicejet
gave I70L to AAP

Times News Nerwonrk

New Delhi: IndiGo promoter
Rahul Bhatia, in his individu-
al capacity, and companies of
his InterGlobe Group have do-
nated Rs 56 crore to four politi-
cal parties while SpiceJet
gave Rs T0lakh to AAPR

BJP got the lion's share of
Rs 31 crore from InterGlobe
Real Estate Venture (Rs 20
crore) and InterGlobe Air
Transport Lid (Rs 11 crore).
The second biggest recipient,
surprisingly, was TMC which
got Rs 16.2 crore from Bhatia.

Spicelet has been
trying to raise funds
for the past few
years during which it
has routinely

delayed payment of
salary and PF to its

employees

Congress got Rs 5 crore from
InterGlobe Aviation Ltd while
Bhatia paid Rs 3.8 crore to its
ally NCP.

While InterGlobe is flush
withfunds as IndiGo has been
only consistently profitable
airline, SpiceJet has been try-
ing to raise funds for the past
few years during which it has
routinely delayved pavment of
salary and statutory dues like
PF to employees, apart from
delaying depositing TDS.
Many IndiGo emplovees did
not find the contributions to
political parties surprising
but many in Spicedet were
surprised. Ty
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IndiGo donated

756 crore to four
parties; Spicelet
gave 770L to AAP

New Delhi: IndiGo promoter
Rahul Bhatia, in his individu-
al capacity, and companies of
his InterGlobe Group have do-
nated Rs 56 crore to four politi-
cal parties, while SpiceJet ga-
veRsT0lakhto AAR

B.JP got the lion's share of
Rs 31 crore from InterGlobe
Real Estate Venture (Rs 20 cro-
re) and InterGlobe Air Trans.
port Ltd (Rs 11 crore). The se-
cond biggest recipient was
Trinamool Congress which
got Rs 16.2 crore from Bhatia,
Congress got Rs 5 crore from
InterGlobe Aviation Ltd, whi-
le Bhatia paid Rs 3.8 crore to
party'sally NCP.

While InterGlobe is flush
with funds as IndiGo has been
only consistently profitable
airline, Spicedet has been try-
ing to raise funds for the past
few years during which it has
routinely delayed payment of
salary and statutory dues like
PF to emplovees, apart from
delaying depositing TDS.

Several IndiGGo employees
did not find the contributions
to political parties surpri-
sing, butmany in SpiceJet we-
resurprised. s
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Air India fined T80 lakh
over safety violations

NEW DELHI: Aviation watchdog
DGCA has fined Air India T80
lakh forviolatng norms related
to flghit ety thire imdtations and
fatigue managementof oew. te
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