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Expansion project
of Mysuru Airport
to take of'f soon

SHILPA P
MYSURL, DHNS

he expansion and up-

grading project of Mys-

ury Airport has pgained
momentum, with the com-
pletion of the kand acquisition
with the Kamataka Industrial
Areas Development Board
(KIADB) completing kand ac-
quisition.

The KSIIDC (Karnataka
State Industrial and Infra-
structure Development Cor-
poration), the nodal agency, is
expected tohand over the land
tivthe Airports AuthorityofIn-
dia (AAL) oncethe KIADBen-
suresthat the land is free from
anyencumbrance, by ¢
all pending compensation,

While 240 acres is required
forr the expansion of the run-
wayofthe Airport, the KIADB
hasacquired 206,12 acres, The
rest is government land,

Special Land Acquisition
Officer (SLO) of KIADBN C
Venkatraju said that they got
18112 acres of land with the
consentof landowners.

For the remaming |8 acres
land, they have written to the
head office of the KIADB, to
get an approval for payment
of compensation. Once this
processis completed, the land
will be handed over tothe AAL
via KSIDC, he said.

Re-survey

Mysuru Airport Director
PV Usha Kumari said, that
the KSIIDC, KIADE, CNNL,
KPTCL, and NHAT, conducted
are-surveyof the land in Man-
dakalli and Marashe villages
inthe presence of AALofficials
from February 9to12,

“There are plans for under
ground cabling of HT and LT
electriclinesof the KPTCL and
construction of UG box tun-
nels for five canals of the lrri-
gation department in the land
needed for Airportexpansion,
They have planned a diversion
of NH-T66, with NHAI funds
near Mysuru-Nanjangud

Mysuruis expected to
attract more investors
and tourists withits
upgradation as Greater
MYSURUL OH FILE PHOTO

Road. The primary security
clearanceisobtained for all the
works, For expert clearance,
the authorities have written to
BCAS (Burvau of Crvil Aviation
Security).”

The existing 1,740-metre
runway can accommodate
ATR-72 type of aircraft (with
72-seat capacity). Now it
is planned to expand it up
to 2300 metres in the first
phiase and up wo 2,750 metres
in the second phase,

With this, the Airport can
handle Airbus 320, wide-bod-
ied Boeing-737, Globemaster
and similar national and in-
ternational aireraft with over
180-sear capacity.

The Airports Authority of
India confirmed the master
plan for the Amrpart on Octo-
ber 6, 2025. Once the land is
handed over, it will come up
with a DPR, develop the land
and take upthe expansion and
upgrading process.

Currentlytwo Indigo laghis
are operanng from Mysuru
Airport toChenmaiand Hyder
abad, with 100% occupancy.

Usha Kumari said that
there is ademand for flights o

Goa. Mumbai, Calicut,
Mangaluru and Tirupati. The
Civil Aviation Ministry has giv-
enclearance for Athind Airfor
operation. The Ministry will
gve clearance for slots to dif-
ferent sectors, once it begins
operations, likely in Septem-
ber”
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‘Relook Schengen entry/exit system’

Ajrports Council Intematicnal (ACT Europe, Airlines for Europe
(AdE) and international Air Transport Assodation (MATA) have
warnad that the Schengen entrylesit system (EES) continues to
cause significant delays for passengers. in
the absenca of immediate action to

§ provide sufficient flexibility, severe
disrupticms are likely over the peak
summer manths, with queues potentially
§ imvolving four-hour waits or more

- aletter to Magnus Brunner, EU
Commissioner fior internal Affairs and
Migration, airports and alriines, AC| said walting times reached
up o two hours at airport border control asthe current siage
of the EES progressive rollout mandated that 35 per cent of all
third country nationals entering the Schengen 2one must be
registered. it urged the European Commissicn to confirm that
Schengen member states will retain the ability to partially or
tatally suspend EES until end-October 2026.




;&H?PLH{ISIHJIFHJPFTYKJFINLHﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 23 FEERUARY 2026

DoT directs Noida airport to allow telecom
firms to set up mobile network infrastructure

'H'dH Sanzgiri
Mumbai

The Department of Tele-
communications (DoT} has
directed the Noida airport
authorities to allow telecom
companies to set up mobile
network infrastructure, re-
cognising the airport as o
public entity. This comes
shortly after the government
imstructed the Navi Mumbai
airport authorities to do the
same.

“It is clarified that, in
terms of the Telecommunic-
dtions Act, 2023, Noida In-
ternational Airport qualifies
as a public entity for the pur-
pose of the szid Act the
rules framed thereunder. Ac-
cordingly, the obligations

and responsibilities
scribed for poblic entities
under the Act are applic-
able,™ said the DoT in its let-
ter to the Yamuna Interna-

e

tomal Airport  (YIAPL),
granting right of way (RoW)
to telcos. The letter com-
cludes another clazh
between telecom bodies and
public entity suthorities that

have resisted telcos’ Row.
Such issues have cropped up
over the last 20 years, with
some public entities arguing
for their own or third-party
infrastructure.

CDAI' WRITES TO DOT
The Cellular Operators As-
sociation of India (COAT)
has also written to DoT re-
garding the difficulties faced
by licensed telecom service
providers (TSPs) in estab-
lishing telecom infrastroc-
turc a5 authorities asked
TEPs to use in-building tele-
com network  at ::h.a.rﬁts
deemed unreasonably hig

In its latest order, the DoT
said the Telecommunica-
tions Act, 2023, read with the
Telecommunications (Right
of Way} FRules, 2024,

provides a statutory frame-
work for grant of RoW per-
missions to licensed TSPs
for establishment, operation
and maintenance of telecom-
munication networks.

“The provisions mandate
transparent processing  of
RoW applications within the
prescribed  timelines  and
conditions,” it said.

The COAI had also asked
the Telecom Regulatory Aum-
thority of India to cap costs
for in-building telecom in-
ﬁ'amrru.n:mpu'hlicspancs,
stating that cost-based price
ceilings help avoid rent-seek-
ing behaviour, deleys in net-
work rollout and direct con-
sumer harm, especially when
a single entity controls the
access toan essential service,
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Commercial ops begin
atnew terminal of
Guwahati airport

The new terminal at Lokapriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International Airport (LGBLA) in
Guwahati began commercial operations on
Sunday, with Assam Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma welcoming the first
batch of passengers. The new terminal was
ceremonially inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister Marendra Modi on December 20 [ast.
The operationalisation followed phased
live trials covering check-in, baggage
handling, security and aircraft urmaround
before full deployment.The commence-
ment of operations was marked by the
issuance of a ceremonial boarding pass to
the first departing passenger and the arri-
val of an Akasa Air Hight from Mumbai. r/m
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Allow telco networks:
DoT to Jewar airport

Says airport is public entity, YIAPL must grant RoW permission

GUAVEEN AULARH

Mra Deb, 12 Febniary

The Depastmeil of Tebecommunica-
tHoms [DoT) has asked Nokla Interna-
liomal Airport o allow lesnmed
Lelecrim service providers Lo sef up
their networks in aocondance with
Lhe Telecanininscnions AL, 2023,

The direction was issied 1o
Yamuna International Alrport Pri-
wate Limited [YIAPL), a wholly
ot subsidiary of Zurich Admport
Intermational AG that aperates The
arrpirt i Jewas, Uar Posxdesh. The
better, dated Februarny 19, was sent a
Few! clrys afler a simikar communica-
Eiom o Mavi Mumbai Eneralional
Adrport Lizmibed

Thiisaimedat srsiring Chat c1as-
tomers do ol fee mohile comnectiv-
iy issues once cosmmercial Aights
begin in the coming months, This
will aleo prevent @ repest of the sif-
ation at Mavi Mumbal International
Adrport, where hunedreds af Dyems
thad 1o rely solely on Wi-Frwithin the
terminal when operations began in
December last year cdue o the
atsenoeolmobike network aoverage.

Inn its beter, the DoT directed
YIAPL to grant rght of way (RaW)
permissions within theairpost prem-
Ees to ficensed tedecom operilors
and sought complinnee with the
Ro'W mules nnder the Act, explicitly
statitg that the airport qualifes s 5
public eitity.

“Misclarified that, in terms of the
Telsrommumications  ACT, 2023,
Noida Intermstional Adrport gualifies
s prubic ey for the purposes of
the sid Act and the riles framed
thersunder. Acvondingly, the obign-
ticres and responsibilities prescribed

m Rl pesrrnigalans must follow for,
transparent statudory framesnark
u Maye aims to prévent connectivity

o st arport [awhth
= DHspute aver high in-buiiding
changes continues with operators
® [0A] seies Teal cost-based pricing
frameswork for infrastruciure

fiar puablic entities under the At are
spplicable,” the lefer notedl. A copy
ol the comsimbication Wik s by
Hursiraces Staredurl.

The DaT added that the Telecam-
i cations Act, 2033, e withthe
Telsommumications (Rig bt of Wyl
Rules, 2034, provides a staludory
ramnewark for granting permissioms
1o faciliey providers, inclisding tele-
i service providers, for the estab-
lislument, aperation and
muaintenance of telscom networks.
“The provisions mandale non-dis-
criminatory, ir amd tansponent
processing of Ro'W  applicitions
within the prescribed timeines amd
omditions.” the depatment siid

“You dre requeslad o ensiire
compliance with the pmovisions of
the Telecomminicstions Act, 2033

and the Telecommmenscations {Right
ol W) Bialeess, 200 Wil procesicing
applications for grant of RoW
perminsions within your premises,
and 1o take necessany action o
Eacilivate Uhe ctablishment of tele-
com infrasmcture n accondance
with the stattory Framewoark,” the
|otter atabed

YIAPL had met responded to
igueries [roin Bustness Stamdaro until
the: time of going 1o press.

This 1he second such inlerven-
Lot by U DaT améd an onsgaing dis-
piile  involving  Adand - Alspoart
Holdings Limited, which operates
the Mawi Musnbad adrpost. The opser-
abor had asked carriers Relsano: Jio,
Bharti Almel, and ViedaTone Ides to
sy’ e Lo rum seervices insidiet e
airpart, which the telecom players
lzrned as “unnestonndbiy luigh™.

Tedamm compaaries anfwed that
the chiarges were grosly dspropar-
tioreale 1o the underdying oosts and
spnificantly excesdsd the capital
ani openating expeiditiee fypically
required 1o deploy an independent
isrbikding network solution.

Sources said e [wo sides were
Il oo Ehe pigrotEat g Eable ollow-
i Ehe DT % Pebruary 16 letter, Wil
efTovts cinder wany 1o resolve the sise.
They added that lelecom players
were alsonegotialing with the Nodda
airporT operalor alang Smikar ines,

Mearwhile, industey body Cedlis-
lar Diperators Association of Erdis has
soisghil the intervention of Teleoom
Regulatory Authority of [ndis 1o
developa cost-based priciing frame-
el including ceilings for in-build-
img teleoom infrastructine i pible
oo Capilive premiises, such as metro
stations and airponts.
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DoT Asks Noida Airport to Let Telcos Build Networks

Says intl airport a public entity, seeks non-discriminatory access for telcos; move to help avoid Navi Mumbai-like standoff

New Delhi: The Department
of Telescommunications {DaT)
has nsked the upcoming Noida
International Airpart to allow
[!‘IL‘L‘(Il'H Ill.?l‘l'.l'[t:l!'!u Loy Bisl lJ|] in-
building networks in a non
dizcriminatory fair, and trans-
parent manner ina bid toavoid
astandolT similar to the one at
the Novi Mumbai alrport. DoT
sald the Nolda alrport is a pub
lic entity under the Telecom
minications Act

DoT issued the note after the
Cellular Operators Assocla-
tion of India (COAL), a lobby
group of telecom companies,
sought pre+mptive clarifica
tion on right of way (RoW)per-

missions at Naldo nlrport. The
MNavi Mumbal airport authori-
ties didn tallow the companies
ta install their own infrastruc-
Hll'd!. HITI'I!I'IE.:[hl’H]I']_K'IJ'f intoa
no=neEtw l"ll'l'i. FOMEL

“It Is elarified. in terms of
the Telecommunications
Act, 2023, Noida Internatio
nal Airport gualifiezs as a
‘public entity” for the purpo
g8 of the said Act and the ru
les framed thereunder,™ DoT
sild Inaletter sent tothe CED
of Yamuna International
Alrport PviLid,, the operator
of the airport, on February
18, “Aceardingly, the obliga-
tioms and responsibilities
proscribed for the publicent)
ties under the Act are appli-
cahle”™

Making the Net-Work

DaT writes (o Yamuna

Int! Airport Pyt itd

Navi Mumbai airport | Airport AR e Y
authorities didn't allow | turned into Says Noida airport
telcos to install infra | no-network B a public entity under
lone TEil!'tnm .I.ct 2‘023

ET has seen acopy of the Iettw

Passengers using the MNavi
Mumbai alrport haven't h-m'r:l
fble toaceess mobile networks
and have to [nstead log in to
public WiFitouse the internet,

Theletter to Nolda airport ad-

i nrocessing of RoW
applications

ded that the rules under the act
provides a statutory fram-
ework to grant RoW permls-
slons to facility providers [n-
cluding lleensed operators o
establish, operate and mainta-
in telecom networks withinthe

premises of 0 public building.

“The provisioms mandate
non-discriminatory, fair, and
transparent processing of
RoW applications within the
prescribed tHimeline and condi
tions,"” the letter sajd

A similar letter was sent to
Navi Mumbai airport authori-
ties earlier in February provi
ding the same clarification
Teleos expect authorities at
thut IiI.I'|HbI"| 0 So0n ].H'I'II.'Il [hl‘
ﬂl‘l."E"h.‘i-'dl'}' []l'l'll‘ll:i.\]ﬂ[!!r fRa L
ded to set up their own infrast
ructiire,

The Adani-run Navi Mumbai
alrport had asked teleos to yse
its exclusive in-building tele
com network, The telecom
companies sald the charges for
this were unreasonably high

Similar lssues are being (&
ced by telcos at the newly in
auvgurated Agua Line of the
Mumbai Metro, where a third
party has sel up the network
and wants telcos to pay for its
use. Telecom operators have
sofar refused, stating that the
charges being sought are ex-
orbitant and commercially
untenable. They have approa
ched other privately run air
[II.ZIJ'[ ;II.ZIIIIIJZI'I[]{"!i L%} |1|'I“|.'l"1'|.'|
any similar conflicts from
arising and had asked DoT to
intervene ina meeting on De-
cember 30.

The COAL Ini an earl ler letter
sent o the Telecom Regulatory
Atithority of Indis in Jamuary
said the Navi Mumbal Issue
was not an isolated case,



AIRPORTS AUT HCIE-?! T‘I’ L?F EN[.HA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS DELHT 23 FEERUARY 2026

Jewarairport

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

asked toclear
telecom RoW

URVI MALVAMIA &
YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Mumbai/MNew Delhi,
February 22

THE DEPARTMENT OF
Telecommumnications (DoT) has
informed Yamumna Interna-
tional Airport Private Limited
(YIAPL),operatoroftheupcom-
ing Noida International Airport
at Jewar, that it qualifies as a
“public entity” wunder the
TelecommunicationsAct, 2023,
and must process Right of Way
(RoW) applications from tele-
com service providers in accor-
dancewith the law.
Inaletterdated February 19,
which FE hasseena copy of, the
DoT said the Telecommunica-
tions Act, 2023, read with the
Telecommunications (Right of
Way) Rules, 2024, provides a
statutory framework for grant-
ing RoW permissions tolicen sed
telecom operators and other
facility providers for the estab-
lishment, operation and main-
tenance of telecom networks.
The communication also
clarifies that the obligations pre-
scribed for publicentities under
the Actapply tothe Jewar airport
operator, including fair, trans-
parent and non-discriminatory
processing of RoW applications
within prescribed timelines.
*“Inviewof theabove,you are
requested toensure compliance
with the provisions of the
TelecommunicationsAct, 2023
and the Telecommunications
(Rightof Way) Rules, 2024 while
processing applications for
grant of RoW permissions
withinyour premises...”

Continued on Page 17

FINANCIAL EXPR

Jewar airport asked
to clear telecom RoW

ANDTOTAKE necessaryaction
to facilitate establishment of
telecom infrastructurein accor-
dancewiththe statutoryframe-
work,” the letter signed by AS
Negi,undersecretaryto the Gov-
ernment of India read.

The missive was addressed
to the chief executive officer,
Yamuna International Airport
Private Limited and a copy was
marked to the secretaryat the
ministryof civil aviation.

Executives from Yamuna
International Airport told FE
that the airport is in contact
with telecomoperators and will
work with operators to deploy
mobile networksacross theair-
port."Deployment of telecom
networksat Noida International
Airport willnottake long; tele-
com operators will need 10-15
daysto deploy their m-building
solutions ([BS) networks across
the ajrpurt,”a senior executive
fromthe airport told FE.

Noida International Airport
had earlier planned a third-
party telecom system, charging
operators about 67 lakh
monthlyeach (around ¥32.16
crore annually for the three pri-
vate telcos, and BSNL). The air-
portalsosigned Tech Mahindra
in December 2025 fora NOC-
SOC, Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel
andVodafone Idea had opposed
limits on deploying their own
IBS networks. It is yet unclear
what role Tech Mahindra will

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

WEAD TCY LEAD

playin the mix now.

Thisdirectivefollowsa simi-
lar letter sent to Navi Mumbai
International Airport Limited
(MMIAL). In that case, the DoT
referred to a representation
from the Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAI)
regarding difficulties faced by
telecom service providers in
establishing infrastructure at
the Navi Mumbai airport. The
department noted that RoW
permissions had allegedly not
been granted and thatoperators
were instead required to use an
exclusive in-building telecom
network.

The DoT similarly clarified
that Navi Mumbai International
Airport qualifies as a public
entity under theTelecommumi-
cations Act and directed the air-
port operatorto ensure compli-
ance with the Act and the RoW
Ruleswhile processing applica-
tions and facilitating telecom
infrastructure.

The twin communications
come amid ongoing friction
between telecom operatorsand
infrastructureoperatorsatnew
transport hubs over control of
in-building networks and
access terms,

A separate dispute between
telecom operatorsand Mumbai
Metro Rail Corporation, which
operates Mumbai’s Aqualine
Metro, over telecom infrastruc-
ture access, remains unresolved.

Mon, 23 February 282
https://epaper.finan
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FARE FRAUD | Recent incidents include overcharging & drivers

linked to app-based aggregators accepting illegal bookings

How passengers fall prey
at Mumbai’s int’l airport

Megha Kuchik
MUMEBA

Owver the past few years
repeated complaints of taxi
and autn-rickshaw  drivers
allegedly cheating passengers
outside  Mumbais interna-
tional airport have raised seri-
ous concerns about passenger
safety and regulation. Despite
incidents involving both Ind-
ian and foreign travellers, the
problem persists with limited
long-term enforcement.

In the most recent case, a
foreign national was charged
around Rs18.000 for ataxiride
to a hotel just 400 metres from
the terminal.

Recent incidents also in-
clude overcharging and drive-
rs linked to app-based aggre-
gators accepting illegal offline
bookings. Passenger accounts
and complaints over the last
twao to three years suggest ine-
idents are increasing. Many
victims share experiences
only on social media without
formal police complaints,
complicating enforcement.

Individual drivers are occa-
sionally booked, but no spe-
clal or sustained drive targets
those cheating outside the air-
port.

Late-night or long-haul int-
ermational arrivals are espec-
jally vulnerable due tm fatigue,
unfamiliarity with fares, and
long  waits for app-based
cabs — often 30 minutes or
more, Regulations bar aggre-
gator drivers from approach-
ing passengers in designated
areas; rides must go through
authorised apps or prepaid
counters. Yet, unauthorised
drivers exploit waits |y
offering rides at inflated rates
— sometimes double the nor-
mal fare — and many passen-
gers accept for quicker depar-
tires.

A couple returning from
Thailand was approached out-

Common scams How to stay safe
Cvercharging Use prepaid counters
Fake fare apps Book through official
Tampered meters it i

lilegal offline bookings Avoid touts

Long routes (long- Check meter

hauling) Pay digitally

Forced fare negotiation Reportcomplaints

Cops seoir city 10 arres

i

who cheated US national uf 78,

4 taxi driver || Trainer, wife

oo0 A looted of Thai
.= |Baht in ride
from airport

side the terminal for a ride to

Wadala. After agreeing on a
fare, another person joined
and demanded immediate
payment; they paid 1000 Thai
Baht {nround Rs3,300).

In December 2024, an
Australian NRI businessman
arriving amound midnight was
charged Rs2800 via a
counterfeit fare app for a 10-
minute trip to Vile Pade.

Another December 2024
case saw a 19vyear-old student
from the US charged Rs3.500
by an auto-rickshaw driver to
Dadar, despite the meter
showing only Rs106.

In October 2024, a driver
was arrested for using a tam-
pered meter with a hidden
switch toinflate fares, exposed
by a viral social media video.

Urich Kamath,  Co-
Comvener of the Mumbai
North Central District Forum
(MNCDF), has raised the issue
for nearly two vears, submit-
ting multiple complaints.

He alleges a nexus berween
cermin  taxifauto-rickshaw
drivers, police, and author-
ities. 4 month ago we filed a
complaint sgainst an suto
driver whe demanded higher
fare after 100 metres or asked

the passenger to alight. Such
cases happen frequently out-
side the airport, but no action
follows,” Kamath said.

Police state they act on
complaints conduct regular
patrols, remove unlicensed or
{llegal drivers, and coordinate
with aggrepators. “We take
proactive steps, though many
passengers dont lodge formal
complaints” an officer said.

Shashank Rao of the Mum-
bai Auto-Rickshaw Taximens
Union called for strict action:
“Passengers should not be
cheated. Authorities and air-
port security must act against
unauthorised drivers”

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA)
authority  adwises  using
metered  taxis, app-based
cabs, or car rentals at desig-
mated pick-up points. Auto-
rickshaws are metered, oper-
ate in suburhbs, and show fare
charts. The airport warns
against unauthorised agents
and urges use of official facil-
ities.

Despite periodic action and
repeated complaints, fare
scams continue. Experts call
for stronger enforcement,
better monitoring, and
traveller awareness to curb
the issue.
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UP sanctions Rs 1,204 cr for

link e-way to Noida Airport

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: The
Uttar Pradesh Government
has sanctioned Rs 1,204 crore
for land acquisition for a 74.3
kem aceess-controlled groern-
field expressway that will
link the Ganga Expressway
with the Yamuna Express-
way, providing faster connec-
tivity to the upcoming Nodda
International Airport.

The funds were approved
with the Governor’s consent
and released by the Infrastruc-
ture and Industrial Devel-
opment Department for the
2025-26 hnancial year, fol-
lowing a proposal submitted
by the Uttar Pradesh Express-

ways Industrial Development
Authority (UPEIDA), The
sanctioned amount will be uti-
lised to acquire land within the
notified area of the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Devel-
opment Authority (YEIDA).
Officials said UPEIDA
will act as the nodal executing
agency for the project. Alfter
YEIDA completes land acqui-
sition within its jurisdiction
and the Bulandshahr district
administration finalises acqui-
sition proceedings in s area,
the land will be transferred to
UPEIDA for detailed design,
tendering and construction.
The authority will also ensure
seamless integration of the
new corridor with the exist-

ing expressway network, while
ering to prescribed time-
lines and cost parameters.

The total project cost is
estimated at around Rs 4,000
crore. Land acquisition will
cover approximately 740 acres
across 56 villages — 16 in
Gautam Budh Nagar district
and the remainder in Buland-
shahr district, lndud:i.ng vil-
lages in the Khurja, Syana and
Shikarpur tehsils.

The expressway will begin
at the 44.3 km mark of the
f'ang,a I.:Llﬁ:.cbawa!.l near Syana
and join the Yamuna Express-
way al the 248 km point near
YEIDA Sector 21, with about
20 km, including 9 km elevated,
within YEIDA limits.
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Navi Mumbai
airport
launches
DigiYatra at
its facility

MUMBAI: Navi Mum-
bai International Airport
(NMIA) has announced the
launch of DigiYatra at its
facility, nearly two months
after the commencement
of commercial operations.

NMIA digitally joined
the Civil Aviation Minis-
try’s nationwide DigiYatra
rollout alongside five other
airports across the country,
the private airport opera-
tor said in a statement on
Friday.

The inauguration was
conducted remotely, with
the proceedings streamed
live inside the terminal for
visiting passengers, it said,
adding that to mark the
occasion, three passengers
ceremonially used the Digi-
Yatra e-gates and performed
a ribbon-cutting at the bio-
metric entry points.

DigiYatra leverages
facial recognition technol-
ogy to enable contactless
and paperless passenger
processing at airport check-
points, reducing wait times
while incorporating robust
data privacy and security
safeguards, NMIA said. pi
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All 4 Moscow
airports closed

All four international
airports of the Russian
capital were closed due
to safety concerns on
Sunday afternoon until
further notice, as air
defence forces shot down
11 Ukrainian drones
within an hour.

The Russian civil aviation
agency Rosaviatsia said
in a press release that air
traffic restrictions have
been imposed at all four
international airports -
Domodedovo, Vnukovo,
Zhukovsky and
Sheremetyevo - due

to safety concerns.

"Air defences have
intercepted another UAV
flying towards Moscow,”
Mayor Sergey Sobyanin
said on his Max channel.
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Initial report on Aiit crash by Feb. 28 Initial report on Ajit crash by Feb. 28
m NCP-SP cites safety violation m ‘DGCA addressed all concerns’

BHAGWAN PARAB
MUMBAI, FEB, 22

In a major announcement,
Unlon minister of siate
for civil aviation
Murlidhar Mohol on
Sunday sald thal the pre-
liminary repart on the
Learjot 45 plane crash in
Baramati, in which NCP
leader Ajlt Pawar and
four others died, will be
released on oFf before
February 28, The report
assumes significance fol-
lowing the allegations of
NCP{SP) MLA Rohit
Pawar, who has accused

the VSR Ventures compa-
ny that owned the alreraft
of violating safety norms.
“The Directorate
General of Clvil Aviation
has already released a
press statement stating
that it is mandatory (o
submit a report as per the
rules within a month,
Therefore, the prelimi-
nary report on  Ajlt
Pawar's plane crash will
come out before February
28. It will be appropriate
to talk more about this
ineident only after that
report comes,” sald Mr
Mohotl in Pune

+ THE NCP(SP) MLA
has raised concerns
about potential irregu-
larities linked to the air-
craft's ownership and
operation, calling for a
comprehensive probe

The KCPSP) MLA has
riised concérns about
potential irregularities
linked to the aircraft’s
ownership and operation,
calling for a comprehen-
sive probe. He has sug-
pested connections
between the aircralt com-
pany and civil aviation

minister Ram Mohan
Naidu's party, demanding
Mr Naidu's resignation
pending investigation
completion.

“Serious questions have
beenn raised about the
company VSR and iis
links with Rammohan
Naidu's party (the TDP),
These links must be inves-
tigated by an independent
and competent authority,
preferably in collabora-
tion with international
agencies,” Ms Pawar
wrote in a letter to Unlon
home minister Amit
B Tum to

B Continued from Page 1
Shah. The civil aviation
ministry Insists that the
DGCA has already
addressed all concerns.
“The regulatory bodies
remain fully committed
to transparency, safety
oversight and accounta-
bility Stakeholders are
requested to refrain from
speculation and allow the
statutory  Investigation
and regulatory processes
to procesd In accordance
with established proce-
dures,” it has said.

According to ICAO
norms, the preliminary
report on the investiga-
tion into the Learjet 45
(VT-S5K) crash at
Baramati has to be issued
within 30 days of the
occurrence of the acci-
dent. The Mnal report will
follow in due course, the
ministry said.

Ajit Pawar and four oth-
ers were Killed on
January 28 after their
Learjet 45 crashed some
distance  away from
Baramati airport.
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AFTER $3B DEAL FOR ARMED 31 SEA AND SKYGUARDIAN MQ9B UAVS

GA Open to Offering MQ9BS With

Airborne Early Warning, Says Lall

Pranab Dhal Samanta

New Delhi: General Atomics,
which already has a $3b deal with
India to supply armed 31 Sea/SKky-
Guardian MQ9B UAVs, is open to
offering India 1its soon-to-be
launched MQ9B version with Air-
borne Early Warning (AEW) capa-
bilities as an option to improve up-
on the aircraft-based AWACS, GA
Chief Executive Vivek Lall told
The Economic Times.

The MQ9B-AEW marks the first
attempt to integrate airborne early
warning systems onto a UAV rath-
er thanalargerradar-equipped air-
craft, enabling deeper, more per-
sistent surveillance of air threats
in enemy skies — an need also felt
during Op Sindoor.

For a “winning approach” in to-
day’s battlefield, Lall said India
must invest notonly in large strate-
gic drones but also in a “layered
ecosystem” spanning communica-
tions, indigenous payloads and a
training pipeline that produces
“operators and analysts as fast as
platforms.”

Asthe maker of the SeaGuardian
and SkyGuardian MQ9B — a high-
altitude, long-endurance UAV —
Lall said GA views India as a long-
term strategic hub.

“The opportunity in India is not
just to build platforms. It is to build
an ecosystem — components, sub-
assemblies, payload integration,
software, training and long-term
sustainment. If those fundamen-
tals are in place, India will be more
than a customer; it will be a strate-
gic hub,” he said, pointing to GA’s
partnership with L&T to manufac-
ture Medium Altitude Long Endu-
rance UAVs inIndia.

On how Sea/SkyGuardian class
drones would have made a differ-
ence in Op Sindoor, Lall said such
operations underscore the value
of “persistent, high-quality intel-
ligence and fast targeting,” par-
ticularly when therequirement is
“precision, restraint and clear
battle damage assessment.” The
Sea/SkyGuardian platform, he
added, is designed to “separate
noisefromsignal.”.

“That matters when

the political and op- \

INDIA CAN BE HUB: LALL

MQ-9B Drone
With AEW
Capability

 Detects and tracks air threats
at long range

» Operates in contested
airspace without crew risk

« Enables persistent
surveillance and faster targeting

« Offers AWACS-like capability
at lower cost

On Op Sindoor: Modern
conflict rewards
persistent ISR, faster
targeting loops and
seamless cross-domain
integration.

On China: The
real competition
lies not in
individual UAV
platforms but in
China’s scale,
ecosystem depth
and rapid
Industrial
iteration.

Vivek Lall

erational requirement is to be deci-
sive without being reckless. They
enable a cleaner chain — find, fix,
track and, when authorised, engage
— while maintaining a verified op-
erational picture for commanders.”
The lesson from Op Sindoor, Lall
sald, is that modern conflict “re-
wards speed, integration and clar-
ity of command”. UAVs, sensors,
electronic warfare, air defence and
precision fires must be fused intoa
single operational picture that
commanders can act on swiftly
across services, he added.
// .

el

E .

The opportunity in Indiaisnot justto
build platforms. Itisto build an ecosys-
tem. India could be astrategic hub: Lall

“When integration is strong, you
get decisive effects with better con-
trol over escalation and collateral
risk. When it is weak, decisions
slow down and effort gets duplicat-
ed.”

Can UAVs swing battle outcomes?
Lall said they can — but not in iso-
lation. “What they really do is com-
press time. They shorten the sense-
decide-act loop, expose movements
that were once hidden, and make it
harder for any force to mass, mano-
euvre or resupply without being
detected and struck.”

Atthetactical level, he said, small
drones and loitering munitions
can dominate trenches, armour
and artillery through persistent
surveillance and rapid targeting.
Attheoperational level, long-endu-
rance UAVs enable wide-area cov-
erage, Including maritime do-
mains, and provide deep-strike
support at a “fraction of the cost”
of manned platforms.

“That said, these aircraft do not
replace combined arms. If an ad-
versary fields competent electron-
ic warfare, air defences, deception
and disciplined emissions control,
drones become more vulnerable.
The side that prevails is typically
the one that integrates drones into
abroader Kkill chain —intelligence,
targeting, fires and battle damage
assessment — while also investing
in robust counter-drone and elec-
tronic protection.”

According to Lall, India needs
UAVs in scale that can operate
across the Himalayas, deserts,
dense urban terrain and expansive
maritime approaches. “The right
mix is not a single platform but lay-
ers: small, expendable systems
near the front; medium platforms
for brigade and division-level ISR;
long-endurance systems that per-
sist over land and sea; and a coun-
ter-drone architecture to protect
bases, critical infrastructure and
manoeuvre forces.”

Lall cautioned that while China’s
closest equivalents to the Sky/Sea-
Guardian are medium-altitude,
long-endurancestrike and ISR plat-
forms such as the Wing Loong fam-
ily and the CH series, the larger
challenge lies in Beijing’s ecosys-
tem play. “The key point is that
competi- \ tion is not just a plat-

_ form comparison.
China 1s building
breadth — multiple UAV types pro-
ducedatscale, integrated with elec-
tronic warfare, data networks and
an industrial base designed to ite-
rate rapidly. That ecosystem is
what makes them a serious com-
petitor, even if individual subsys-
tems differ in maturity.”
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DEC FLIGHT DISRUPTION

IndiGo Replaces
Head of Ops
Control Centre

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: IndiGo has appoin-
ted Captain Rohit Rikhye as the
new head of operations control
centre (OCC) in place of Jason
Herter, the first rejig at the airli-
ne’ssenior management level af-
ter the massive operational dis-
ruptions in December last year.

InJanuary, aviation regulator
DGCA took various actions
against the airline, including
imposing penalties totalling
T22 crore and asking dismissal
of a senior vice-president, in
relation to the operational dis-
ruptions. In an internal com-
munication on Friday, the airli-

ne said Rohit Rikhye

has been appointed

as the Head of OCC

with immediate ef-
fect. He would report to chief
operating officer (COO) Isidre
Porqueras.

Rikhye, who has been with the
airline for over 11 years, was
serving as chief pilot-stan-
dards, QA & Ops Safety.

Meanwhile, Herter is moving
out of theairline.

According to the communica-
tion, Rikhye would lead the OCC,
which manages real-time coor-
dination and oversight of flight
operations, including flight
planning, tracking, and dis-
patch, in compliance with regu-
latoryrequirementslike air traf-
fic control rules and safety gui-
delines. He would also oversee
crew scheduling and rostering.
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Air India cancels New York, Newark
flights due to severe winter storm

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
r New Delhi

In view of forecasts of a
severe winter storm expect-
ed in large parts of the US East
Coast, Air India on Sunday
cancelled all flights to and
from New York and Newark
scheduled for February 23.
The airline said heavy
snowfall across New York,
New lersey and adjoining
regions on February 22 and 23
is likely to significantly disrupt
flight operations, prompting
precautionary cancellations.
In a travel advisory, Air
India said the decision was
taken keeping passenger and
crew safety in mind. *In view
of the safety, well-being and
convenience of our passen-
gers and crew, all Air India
flights to and from New York
and Newark have been can-
celled on 23 February,” the
airline said, adding that ded-

[

e
icated teams are assisting
affected passengers with
rebooking and travel support.

US carrier Delta Air Lines
also announced flight cancel-
lations ahead of the
approaching winter storm,
identified as Winter Storm
Hernando.

The airline said it is taking
proactive steps to minimise
disruption beginning Sunday
and extending through
Monday, while encouraging
customers to modify travel
plans without changing fees.
Delta confirmed cancella-

-

tions at several major East
Coast airports, including its
hubs at Boston (BOS) and
New York's John F Kennedy
(JFK) and LaGuardia (LGA), to
ensure operational safety for
passengers and staff.

Blizzard warnings were
issued for New York City and
parts of New Jersey and
Connecticut as the powerful
storm is forecast to impact
a large swathe of the
East Coast.

According to the National
Weather Service, snow and
storm warnings remain in
effect from the Mid-Atlantic to
the Northeast, with heavy
snowfall and strong winds
expected between Sunday
and Monday.

Authorities have forecast
up to 1.5 feet (46 cm) of snow
in and around New York City,
including Long Island,
marking the city's first bliz-
zard warning since 2017.
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Pilot duty exemptions weigh in
heavy on DGCA’s summer plan

QUESTION MARK OVER SUMMER 2026

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aviation author-
ities have begun the process
of determining how many
flichts — both domestic and
international — will operate
this summer. DGCA will wei
gh in pilot availabilitv while
approving summer sched-
ules, effective March 29 to
avoid a crisis like the one seen
by IndiGo two months ago.
Determining pilot availa-
bility, however, is proving to
be a tightrope walk as all ma-
jor Indian carriers have got
regulatory exemption from
certain clauses of flight duty
time limitation (FDTL) rules
for cockpit crew. These exem-
ptions lapse next month end.
Airlines have sought an exten-
sionforthesameand DGCA is
reviewing their requests.
Airlines' ability to operate
any given number of flights
will depend on that decision.
Withdrawing FDTL exemp-
tions will mean fewer flights
in peak summer travel sea-
son, higher fares and public
outery — something govt will
be keen to avoid. And extend-
ing them will lead to concerns
over fatigued crew stretching
themselves, something that

Air India [ 4.310
Al Express [N 3375

Akasa [JJj 1.089

others [ 2678

Al Express I 1,592
Akasa 800

COCKPIT CREW AS OF DEC 2025
Air India I ,350 =
IndiGo I 5,055

Weekly domestic departures in summer schedule with FDTL exemptions
IndiGo B[] 14,158

4 8.5%
£ 89%
Overall, at
25,610 in 2025 & 38%
was 5.5% 21%
higher than *
2024 W 52%
Sowrce: DGCA

-pil im

Source: Parliament guestion

affects flight safety.
AirIndia, for instance, has
been taking longer routes on
its flights to and from the West
duetogeopolitical reasons. As
per rules, they need three pi-
lots for flights that are over 10
hourslong. Sinceall flights be-
tween north India (Delhi be-
ing Al's primary hub) and the
West are impacted due to Pa-
kistan airspace closure, they
have an exemption for having
two pilots on flights that take
up to 10.5 hours. “The to infra
crunch, IndiGo and Akasa
mostly gel night slots at busy
hubs in India. They have sou-
ght exemption from nightti-
me utilisation of pilots as oth-

erwise the number of flights
will not grow to cope with ris-
ing traffic but decline,” said a
person in the know.

Pilots said the current sit-
uation has arisen primarily
due to the fact that airlines
have almost alwavs had their
way with the DGCA for get-
ting exemptions. “Airlines
went slow on pilot hiring and
career progressionof pilotsto
keeptheir wagebill incheck...
Fatigue and inhuman rosters
had become a reality till every-
one was forced to wake up,”
said a senior captain, IndiGo
and AT recently resumed hir-
ingat trainee first officer-level
after almost 1.5 years.
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