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They haven’t got
a ticket to fly

Cases of people using fabricated tickets at airport in
focus after man apprehended trying to fly to Jeddah

| Atiya Firdos
c-syeda.atiya
@timesofindia.com

TWEETS @BangaloraMIRROR

e Kempegowda In-

ternational Airport

security personnel ap-

prehended a private

firm |:||1|1|m_.1' vied
Abdul Subhan, on Sunday for
entering the airport premises
using a f ticket. A resident
of Bharatl Nagar, Subhan man-
aged to galn sccess to Tenminal
2 with a fabricated ticket o
besard a flight to Jeddah

However, nelther did he
board the flight nor did he
have legitimate travel inten-
tions. When he attempted to
exit the terminal using the
same ticket, alert security offi-
clals verified his credentials
and confirmed with airline
staff that the ticket was forged.
He was then arrested and
handed over to the airpont
police,

The Airport police have reg-
istered a4 case against Subhan
under Sections 336 (Forgery)
and 340 (Fraudulently or dis-
honestly using as genuine any
document or electronic record)
of the Bengaluru Police Act.
Authorities are now investigat-
ing his motives.

Growing concern

This is not an isolated inci-
dent. Over the past six months,
at least five cases have been
reported involving passengers
with forged documents
attempting to board flights or
misusing alrport facilities for
other motives.

In February 2024, a 27-year-
old man was caught at
Terminal 1 with a fabricared
boarding pass intended to
bypass security checks and

At least 5 cases
involving

misusing airport
facilities in
past 6 months

meet 4 departing passenger. In
April, two men were appre-
hended using counterfeit
e-tickets at the immigration
counter for a Dubai-bound
flight, following another ing-
dent in June where a woman
attempted 1o use a forged visa
document alongside her fake
ticket to board a flight to Kuala
Lumpur

Motives

Pobice officials have identi-
fied several reasons as to why
individuals resort to using fake
tickets, driven by a mix of per-
sonal circumstances and crim-
inal intent In some cases, indi-
viduals use counterfelt tickets
to bypass alrport security for
unfawiul activities such as

thelt or smuggling contraband
Economic hardship also plays
a role, with some travellers
forging tickets as a desperate
attempt to travel when they
cannot afford legitimate ones

Other motives Include
avoiding visa restrictions, gain-
ing unauthorised access to
restricted areas, or facilitating
iliegal immigration. In recent
cases, It was also revealed that
somie individuals use fake tick-
ets for trivial reasons, such as
seeing off friends or gaining
access to restricted arcas. These
actions, though seemingly
harmless, breach alrport secu-
rity protocols and can lead to
legal consequences. Additio-
nally, gaps in verification pro-
cedures, despite overall robust
abrpart security, can be exploit-
wd by skilled forgers.

Recent cases

In 2024, a total of 550 cases
of forgery were registered, with
55 of these cases reported in
December alone. The use of
Fake: tickets at adrports is a serious
security breach that poses risks
to passenger safety and under-
mines the integrity of the avia-
thon system.
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Aero India: Flight
disruptions at

B'luru airport
from Feb 5-14

BENGALURU, DHNS: Com-
mercial operations will be
impacted at Bengaluru’s
Kempegowda Internation-
al Airport (KIA) due to air-
space closure fora few hours
each day from February5to
14,2025.

The airspace closure has
been necessitated by Aero
India, Asia’slargestairshow,
which will be held at the Ye-
lahanka Air Force Stationin
northern Bengaluru.

The flight disruptions
are as follows
February 5-8
9 am to noon, 2to 5 pm.

Feb9
9 am to noon.

Feb 10
9 am to noon, 2 to 4 pm.

Feb 11-12
Noon to 3 pm.

Feb13-14
9 am tonoon, 2to 5 pm.
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HC to examine who
is in charge of waste
mgmt at Aerocity

Abhinav.Garg@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Whose writ runs in Aerocity, the hub of
hotel chains, when it comes to waste management?
Delhi High Court has agreed to examine the matter af-
ter Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) asserted it
has the jurisdiction to supervise adherence to rules
for solid waste management disposal in the area’s ho-
tels, including airport kitchens.

On Wednesday, Justice Jyoti Singh kept the matter
for hearing on a day-to-day basis after MCD moved an
urgent pleatolift lastmonth’s stay onits proposed ten-
der totakeover waste management of thearea, falling
in Najafgarh zone. HC had allowed MCD to go ahead
with its tender for Najafgarh, but excluded Aerocity
and therelated airport area fromitsambit on a plea fi-
led by Delhi International Airport Ltd (DIAL) chal-
lenging the tender plan.

Opposing MCD’s move to include the airport area
in a plan to set up a material recovery facility for the
managementof drysolid wastein Najafgarhzoneona
PPP basis, DIAL said as the airport’s operator, it has
jurisdiction tomanage such waste and has already de-
puted a private firm that isadhering toallnorms.

Appearing for MCD, senior advocate Sanjay Jain
and standing counsel Tushar Sannu said the airport
area and Aerocity have several bulk waste generators
that DIAL and its contractor are unable to manage.
MCD alleged solid waste being produced in that part
of Najafgarh zone had resulted in “incessant illegal
dumping of waste having origin from the airport and
Aerocity” by DIAL and is attracting birds, which co-
uld turn fatal as it may lead to bird hits.

In its stay order, HC said the area falls under OM-
DA (operation, management and development agree-
ment)signed between DIAL and govt, makingittheso-
le agency in charge of IGI airport. It saw merit in DI-
AlL'’s stand that such services were entrusted to the
operator not just for the airport, but also extended to
Aerocity under the lease deed and OMDA.

But MCD said it alone is the local body entrusted
with all aspects of solid waste management under So-
lid Waste Management Rules and laws.
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Flight changes
at KIA from
Feb5to 14

Bengaluru: Passengers tra-
velling through Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
in Feb should brace for light
schedule disruptions due to
femporary airspace closures,
The closures, scheduled
from Feb 5 to 14, are to facilita-
te Aero India 2025 at Yelahan-
ka Air Force Station from Feb

FOR AERO INDIA

13 to 17. The alrspace will be
closed during the following
windows:
B Feb 5-8: 9am to 12pm and

2pm to Spm
B FebS: 9am to 12pm
W Feb 10; Sam to12pmand

2pmtodpm
B Feb11-12: 12pm to 3pm
B Feh 13-14: 9am to 12pm

and Zpm to5pm

Passengers are advised Lo
contact airlines for revised
Might schedules and plan their
travel accordingly With traffic
expected to increase near the
airportand Yelahanka Air For-
ce Station, aathorities recom-
mend leaving early for flights
and staying updated through
official advisories.
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Air passenger traffic up 8% in Dec y-0-y

Ilul'lh WVaid
Hew Dalhl

India’s domestic air passen
et traffic grew by over 8 per
cent in December 2024 on a
yeur-on-year basis, official
data showed on Wednesday,

As per the data released by
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation [DGECA), In-
din’s  scheduled domestic
flight  operators  ferried
around 149 crore passen-
grers last month.

In December 2023, the
traffic stood at 137 erore.

On a sequential basis, 1.42
crore passengers were fer-
ried by domestic airdines in
Novembser 2024,

“Pass carried by do
mestic airlines during Fanu-
ary-December 2024  were
16.13 crore as against 15.20
eriove during the correspond
ing period of the previous
vear thereby registering an

New heights

Alrlines December Mowember Doc MS**
{im I} [ Laks) (%)

IndiGo 96.15 90,70 440
Kir Indlia* 1046 TR 26,40
Spiceit 480 .43 130
Akasa Air BHY f.id 4,50
Alliance &ir 1 w70 070
Etar Alr 060 0.5 040
Souvrce: BEGA "sies AR Ingla Capress " Tevember market e

annual growth of 6,12 per
cent and monthly prowth of
8.19 per cent,” the DGCA's
monthiy traffic report sabd.

INDIGO TOPS LIST
According to the data, In
ditin achieved the highest
market share among all the
domestic airlines during the
month under review,

The airline forvied 96,15
lakh passengers in December
2024 to attain 2 market share
of 6.4 per cent. IndiGo was

followed by Air India Group
(including Air India Express
and Vistara’, which carried
39.446 lakh passengers to at-
tain a market share of 264
percent,

The date showed that
budget carrier Spicelet ficw
4,89 lakh passengers to reach
a market share of 3.3 per
cent, and Akasa Air carried
6.89 lakh to attain a share of
4.6 per cent.

Besides, Alliance Afr car-
ried 1 lakh passengers to get

a share of (.7 per cent, fol
lowed by Star Air, which car-
ried (.60 lakh toget a share of
0.4 per cent.

Furthermore, the traffic
report showed Akasa Air had
the highest passenger load
factor (PLF) durng the
manth under review ar 93.3
per cent.

Akasa Air was followed by
IndiGo at 0.6 per cent and
Spicelerat B7.4 por cent,

In terms of on-time per-
formance, TndiGo led the in-
dustry with a 73.4 per cent
punctuality rate at the four
major airports in Bengalury,
Dethi, Hyderabad, and Mum-
bai. IndiCzo was followed by
Adr India (including Air India
Express) at 67.6 per cent and
Abasa Adrat 62.7 per cent,

Additionally, the dara
showed that the overall can
cellation rate of scheduled
domestic airlines last month
stood at 1.07 per cent,
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Akasa to add 7 destinations in 2025

—
aneesh Phadnis
Mumbal

Abkasa Air will add 5-7 destin-
ations in 2025 as it expects
an improvement in aircraft
deliveries.

Akasa inducted 20 Boeing
737 Max aircraft in its first
year of operations,

Growth has slowed down
since then with airline re-
ceiving four planes last year.

Founder-CEO Vinay Dube
said Akasa will receive more
than four planes in 2025, Tt
took delivery of its 27th air-
craft on Wednesday.

Dube said the new air-
craft will be used to increase
frequencies on  existing
routes and add 5-7 domestic
and international destina-
tions, including Jewar and
Mavi Mumbai,

FLYING TO 27 CITIES
At present the airline flies 1o
27 cities.

Dube doesn’t see Akasa
losing out to peers because
of delays in aircraft deliver-
ies.
“We will have plenty of
planes to serve Navi Mumbai

MEW ROUTES. Akasa Air's Founder-CEQ Vinay Dube said new
aircraft will be used to increase frequencies on existing routes,
and add 5 to 7 domestic and international destinations

and Jewar airports. These
airports are being built 1o
handle millions of passen-
gers and will be developed in
phases,” he said.

Airlines in India are facing
cost pressure due to increase
in maintenance expenses
and rise in acronautical fees.

Akasa faces emplovee pro-
ductivity issue as around 40
per cent of its pilots are un-
der training, unable to un-
dertake duties.

“FY25 has not been a diffi-
cult year, We are ahead of our
financial plan,” he said.

On regulatory  lapses,
Dube said the airline adopts a
two-pronged approach to
correct defects.

TAKING ACTION

This means taking action at
an individual and a system
wide level.

In the recent weeks the
airline has been penalised by
the regulator,

The DGCA  suspended
Akasa's heads of operations
and training for lapses. Dube
denied slip-ups were due to
lack of oversight.
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Air India brings in
Al-based feature
for faster booking
of tickets

Press Trust of India
Mew Dethi

Air India introduced an Arti-
fical Intelligence-based fea-
ture on its website that will
allow customers to book
tickets in quicker time by in-
teracting with the Al agent.

With Agentic Al, custom-
ers can speed through the
booking process on the web-
site without having 1o navig-
ate multiple screens to per-
form time-consuming data
entry, the airline said in a re-
lease,

EZ BOOKING
The feature ¢Z Booking is
currently available for mem-
bers of the airline’s lovalty
programme Maharaja Club,
Satya Ramaswamy, Chief
Digital and Technology Of-
ficer at Air India, said the air-
line is taking early steps in
deploving  the emerging
‘Agentic  Artificial Intelli-
gence ' capabilities across its
digital footprint and service
Areas,
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Domestic air traffic jumps
6% to 161.3 million in 2024

The domestic air passengertrafficincreased by 6.12 per cent Y-o-Y
In2024to161.3 million, according to the data released by the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation on Wednesday. In 2023, the
numberof domesticair passengers stood at152 million. Dueto
post-pandemic recovery, the Y-0-Y growth stood at a significant
23.36 percentin2023. Accordingtothe DGCA, IndiGo's share in
the domesticair passenger trafficincreased from 60.5 percentin
2023t0 61.9 percentin 2024. BS REPORTER
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GoFirstlenders eyerecoveriesby HIFY26

ABHUIT LELE
Mumbai, 22 January

Lenders to defunct Go First
Airline are expecting recovery
in the first half of the financial
year 2026 (H1FY26) while
they are engaged in a due dil-
igence process for monetisa-
tion of its assets. The dues are
about 6,200 crore.

On January 21, the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) ordered the
liquidation of low-cost carrier
Go First on the request of its
Committee of Creditors
(CoC). Itbrought an end to the
20-month-long insolvency
proceedings. A CoC isa group
of lenders who work together

to decide the future of a bor-
rower’s debt.

A senior public sector
executive said the due dili-
genceon the collateral includ-

Bank of Baroda, and IDBI
Bank are some of the secured
creditors of the airline, with
admitted claims of 31,934
crore, %1,744 crore, and %75

ingland in Thane is crore, respectively.
underway.Unless.r[ Central Bank of ' Semﬁr execu-
(assessment) is India, Bank of tive wit aprlva:[e
crystallised, sector lender said
Baroda, and
lenders are con- there was land
trsima, : IDBI Bank are ¢ ; o4
straine 0 give | asset (a prime a5
estimates about tutod acre parcel) in
ific amounts . Thane

Specl creditors
(in recovery). The P (Maharashtra)

: D of the airline gl
recovery in this air- under a distinct
line account is entity as collateral

unlikely in the current quarter
(Q4FY25).Itlooks like the pro-
spects for recovery are better
in the first half of HIFY26.
Central Bank of India,

for the loan. It would take
time for legal process and
financial assessment on pay-
ments. At present, it looks
that lenders would recover

principal only early next
financial year.

The exposure has been
fully provided in line with
regulatory requirements for
taking assets for resolution
under Indian Bankruptcy
Code (IBC). The airline had
filed for voluntary insol-
vency on May 2, 2023 under
Section 10 of the IBC, and on
May 10, 2023 the NCLT
admitted its plea. The airline
joined the ranks of major
carriers like Kingfisher
Airlines and Jet Airways,
which faced similar fate in
2012 and 2019, respectively
that highlighted the persist-
ent challenges in India’s avi-
ation industry.
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Clearer Skies for Aircraft Lessors with New Bill

Laws aligning with
global norms may
make |leasing cheaper

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The government’s move
toapprove a new bill changing India’s

aircraft leasing rules making it easier

for lessors to repossess planes in case
of default of lease rentals will bring
down cost of leasing for airlines,
airlines and leasing firms said.

The Union cabinet last week
approved the Protection and
Enforcement of Inter-
ests in Aircraft Objects
Bill resolving dis-
crepancies between
global aircraft leasing
rulesand India’s bankruptcy
laws. The bill will give
primacy to the Cape

Town Convention in the event of
conflict with any other local law,
primarily the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code, 2016. It will now be
presented in the next session of the
Parliament, The Centre felt a sense of
urgency to introduce the bill after the
National Company Law Tribu-
nal (NCLT)ruling in

Go First's case which put a moratori-
um on lessors to repossess aircraft.
Following that, many global leasing
companies had termed Indiaarisky
jurisdiction for aircraft leasing.
Lessors were stuck in protracted
court battles as they tried torecover
aircraft leased to the bankrupt budget
carrier, besides increasing the lease
rentals for other Indian airlines.

The NCLT ruling impacted the
confidence of lessors, who are backed
by top banks and financing compani-
es, sparkingarise inrisk premiums
for other Indian airlines, inflating
their operating cost. “Passing of the
bill is a welcome move and it should
have a positive impact on the overall
leasing environment in India. The
bill, once passed, will provide legiti-
macy to the convention and protocol
and should send a positive signal to
the leasing community,” India’s
largest airline, IndiGo, said.

“India needs more capital to sup-

port the significant growth we are
witnessing in aviation. We believe
that adoption of such global con-
ventions will provide clarity and

confidence to the leasing com-
munity,” to participate and
scaleup in India, it
added.

Although India acceded
to the Cape Town Convention
in 2008, there are no under-
lving domestic laws to enfor-

oS

ce the provisions of the convention.
Therefore, in theevent thereisa
conflict with any domestic carrier,
the latter prevails. However, lessors
don't give importance to this acces-
sion as it is not backed by legislation.

“Thisapproval will build more
comfort and confidence in Indiaasa
jurisdiction to lease aircraft and is yet
another positive step taken by the
government to ensure continued
growth of the aviation sector;” Priva
Mehra, chief of governance & strate-
gic acquisitions at Akasa Air, said.

“Wereceive queries regarding the
applicability of the Convention from
our clients on a weekly basis and this
news will indeed be seen very positi-
vely. The leasingcommunity isa
small one and soon, with the added
security the Convention gives finan-
ciers, the cost of leasing and finan-
cing should reduce, benefiting the
flying public in the long run,” said
Nitin Sarin, managing partner at law
firm Sarin & Co, which counts multi-
ple lessors as clients.
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Air India launches Al
feature for faster
ticket booking

AlR IMDIA INTRODUCES
Al-based feature for
|:]|.|i|:. k [ hi'!q.l'l:ll'l ] -u[
tichets New Delhi, fan

292 (PTI) Adr india has introduced
an Artificial Intelligence-based
feature an its website that will
allow customers to boak tickets
in & quicker time by interacting
with the Al agent. With Agentbc Al
innovation, customers can speed
through the bocking process an
the website without havng to
navigate multiple screens to
perarm imeconsuming data
entry, the asrline said in a release.
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Aero India to impact

commercial flights
NT Correspondent

EENGALURU
U

Commercinl fMght apera-
tions ot Kempegowda inter-
national sirport here will be
impacted from February 5 to
14, In view of upcoming Aero
India Show X025

A passenger advisory was
also shared by the Bangalore
International Alrport Limit-
ed (BIAL) which operates the
Kempegowda  Internat/onal
Airpart [KIAH),

"Due to pirspace dosures
for a few hours esch day
frein Febrioary § (o 14, com-
mercial flight operations at
KIAB/BLR Airport will be
impacted. This on account
of the upcoming Aero India
Show 2005 o the Alr Force
Station, Yelnhanka,” the BIAL

stated on Tueadoy

The BIAL has advised pas-
sengers to make note of this
and contact thelr respective
airiines for details of revised
or updated Right schedules
and plan their travel accord-
Lngly.

"Please stay updated with
travel advisories from waffic
enforcement agencies. We
request all passengers rav-
elling through BLR airport
during thls perlod to plan
sccordingly for their jour ney
to and from BLR airport” it
added

The flagship alr show
“Aero ndia’is India’s premier
aerospace and defence exhi-
bition where global aero ven-
dors and the Indlan Air Foree
enthral spectamrs with back-
to-haek serobathe displavs,



C [ -4 A

AIRPFPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FEEE PRESS JOURNAL MUMEBAT 22 JANUARY 2025

Govt to ratify Cape Town Convention

It will boost aircraft leasing activities in India, says official

PTI

MEW DHELH
R —

The Cape Town Copnvention
that mainly pertains to leasing
of aicmft will soon get legal
backing in the country with
the Union Cabiner recently
approving a bill in this regard,
according o a senlor official.

India iz one of the worlds
fastest growing civil aviation
markets and domestic carriers
have placed orders for more
than 1200 planex

The bil to ranify the Cape
Town Conventlon o promote
the leasing business of alerf

has been approved by the
Union Cabinet, Civil Aviation

Secretary Vumlunmang
Viualnam said on Tuesday and
added that it will go to the
Parllament for approval,

“We are hopeful that sooner
than later Cape Town
Convention will have the legal
backing in India and become
enforceable greatly supporting
leasing and soquirng of air-

craft.” he sald at a conference
In Greater Noida

He wos speaking at the
International Conlerence on
Air Mobility organised by
industry body CH along with
the civil aviation ministry

Last week. the Cabinet
deared the Protection and
Enforcement of Interests In
Alreraft Objects Bill It seeks to
enforce the provisions of the
Convention on International
Interests in Mobile Equipment
(Cape Town Convention), and
Prowcol on Matrers Specific to
Alreraft  Equipment  (Cape
Town Promesd).



AIRPOH 'S AUT HORITY UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HART BHUMI DELHI 23 JANUARY Z20Z5

sf3an temse @t uean &
TS T3 Soraret afsar
TeAT| 921 § gAF o T sfem
TEE H TS wfen # R 2
oA T 2 T g o & e wE
a5 & YeTEe | TRt @t o TR
T 9978 | TS F TG ST
FHT TS| S E Tigeie i @ F
SR |



AIRPUHFSAUIH FHT‘T C)F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 23 JANUARY 2025

el 9o H UR-ReH
gaTS (R BIYgaI 3T

T s, TR 59 F A
o Titfs (9w A
TR 1 T = T e
BT TR T wT Tt
F1 &t # wiE F27 79 =
S =1 o o | =
LI E b B D s e e O
el TaEay HEEE AR
fauea i %1 SaEmEcE
BEEEEEzE RS R E Al
i & afte 3 ad dodt
e ! dnpe 3 w6
54 dah @ AR dan o #
T WA | S e [ A

W oyl Bar e T,
[l ) O
TG DI DE >

snftfm Femmer i

( UESRT ) 31 W TR I

FideF F AR T wol R EA

e FaEE Tiewi s

T = i S e & W

TS T B A

e 3 e o vl 3 e e

i o wand o aeme o 1

& 3iR AR S AR

1 AR S fam 7 i A

i eI TE T



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 23 JANUARY 2025

PAC meet sees intense session
on high airfares, tariff regulation

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lawmakers cutting
across party lines expressed con-
cern over skyrocketing airfares
and lack of corrective steps by
government agencies and regu-
lator at a meeting of the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC),
which had called officials of the
civil aviation ministry, DGCA,
AERA and BCAS on “levy and
regulation of fees, tariffs, user
charges, etc on public infrastruc-
ture and other public utilities”.
According to a senior law-
maker aware of the develop-
ments, many MPs sought

accountability from private air-
port operators and airlines and
sought relief against spiraling
airfares for passengers.

PAC chairperson KC Venugo-
pal described the meeting of the
panel, which has witnessed fiery
and at times acrimonious discus-
sions along party lines in the
past, as “one of the best” sittings.

He said MPs expressed con-
cern that the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority “is not act-
ing properly as a regulator”,

Many MPs pointed out to a
few airports, where the User
Development Fee (UDF), which
is included in the airfare, has
gone up multiple times after the

airports were handed over to pri-
vate operators.

Venugopal said, “Concerns
were raised by members that air-
fares are skyrocketing, and there
isnoaction from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation or the
Civil Aviation Department.”

Officials said some MPs called
for an amendment in the AERA
Act to make it more effective in
regulating fares amid general
unhappiness over issues like an
“arbitrary” rise in user develop-
ment fees and price surge, as
they alleged that the existing sys-
tem fell short of fixing accounta-
bility and transparency in the
functioning of private operators.
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Domestic airlines flew

16mn people in 2024

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Domestic airlines
carried 16.13 million passengers
in 2024, which was higher than
15.2 million ferried during the
same period in 2023, civil avia-
tion regulator Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
revealed on Wednesday.

The data also showed that on
a month-to-month basis, the
increase in passengers carried
was 8.19% compared to the same
months in the previous year.

Among the big commercial
airlines in the country (Air India

group, IndiGo, Akasa Air and
SpiceJet), the December traffic
report stated, low-cost carrier
SpiceJet had the maximum rate
of cancellations, IndiGo stood
second. The overall cancellation
rate of scheduled domestic air-
lines for December 2024 stood at
1.07%.

The airline with the highest
cancellation rate was Fly Big
with 19.23%, followed by Alli-
ance Air and IndiaOne Air with
4.35% and 2.83% respectively,
traffic data report by the DGCA
revealed. SpiceJet’s cancellation
rate was 1.81%, followed by
IndiGo with 117%.
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Cape Town Convention to ease
aircraft leasing: Aviation secy

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htiivecom

GREATER NOIDA: The govern-
ment is set to soon approve the
(Cape Town Convention to make
it easier to lease and buy aircraft
in India, ministry of civil aviation
secretary Vumlunmang Vual-
nam said on Tuesday.

“.. work is in progress on the
bill or the law to ratify the Cape
Town convention.and our
Union Cabinet has approved it. [t
will go to the Parliament, and we
are hopeful that sooner rather
than later, the Cape Town con-
vention will have a legal lighting
in India, it will become enforcea-
ble in India, greatly supporting
the leasing and acquiring of air-
craft for our companies here.. So
the legal framework- the regula-
tory framework. is a good foun-
dation that we are on,” he said.

He also mentioned that the
Aircraft Act of 1934 was
amended last year, effective Jan-
uary | this year, to address the
modern needs of the aviation
sector. “ The revised legislation,
now titled Bharatiyva Vayuyan
Adhiniyam, focuses on redefin-

. \7 ¢

Vumlunmang Vualnam,
secretary, ministry of civil
aviation.

ing regulatory frameworks and
encouraging state-of-the-art
design, manufacturing, and
maintenance,” he added.

Speaking about the growth in
Indian aviation at the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry's (CII)
International Conference on Air
Mobility, Vualnam said that the
number of air passengers has
grown 10 times in the last 10
years, from 160 million to 380
million in 2024.

Faiz Ahmed, director general,
DGCA said that the regulator is
working with International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAQ)
and other international regula-
tory agencies to integrate the lat-
est technologies (in advanced air

mohility ecosystem of the coun-
try). “As a safety regulator, it is
DGCA’s mandate to see innova-
tion does not come at the cost of
safety”, he said.

Vualnam said, “.Ten years
ago, we had 160 million air pas-
sengers and reached 380 million
throughput of air passengers last
year...we are on a strong founda-
tion of growth and by the year
2047 there will be 3500 million
passengers.”

Speaking of the foundation of
the airport infrastructure, Vual-
nam said that the number of air-
ports in India have grown, and
the government projects that by
the time India reaches peaks in
Bharat, 2047 India will have 350
airports climbing from the 159
that we have today.

Discussing the rationale
behind projecting growth in air
travel in India, Vualnam said,
“Some may wonder why such
numbers, but it’s really based on
the air passengers that we esti-
mate.” He said that currently,
people in India take only 0.13 air
trips per person each year,
which is much lower compared
to other countries.
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Air India launches
Al-based ticket
booking feature

M Defhi: Adr Indiahas mtro-
duced an artificial intelli-
vence-based feature on its
website that will allow cus-
tomers to book ticketsina
quicker time by inferacting
with the Al agent. With
Agentic Al nnoval lon, Cus-
tomers canspeed through
the booking process on the
wehsite without having o
navigate multiple screens (o
perform time-consuming
dataentry, the airline said.
The feature & Bookingisor-
renthyavailable for members
of loyalty programme
Maharaja Cub P
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Domestic air

traffic grows

10 16.13 crore
in lastyear

MEW DELHI: Indias domestic
air traffic rose 6 per cent to 1613
crove i 2004 on an annual basis,
according to the latest official
data. The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Wednesday said airlines car-
ried over 149 crore passengers
in December 2024, an increase
of 8.19 per cent compared o
December 2023 when it stood
at nearly 1.38 crore. Adrlines
are expanding their (leet as well
as networks to meel the rising
air travel demand in the coun-
try, which is one of the world's
fastest-growing civil aviation
markels

"Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during January
December 2024 were 1,613.31
lakh as against 1,520.32 lakh
during the corresponding period
of the previots year, Ij:cml:l}' reg-
tstering an annual growth of 6.12
per cent and monthly growth
ol 8.19 per cent,” DGCA said.

In December, the market
share of IndiGo stood at 644
per cent while that of Air India
touched 26.4 per cent. Akasa
Air and Spicefet had a share of
4.6 per cent and 33 per cent,
respectively. The On-Time Per-
formance (OTP) took a btatlng
in December. IndiGo had the
highest OTP of 73.4 per cent,
followed by Adr India (67.6 per
cent), Akasa Air (62.7 per cent),
Spicefet (615 per cent) and Alli-
ance Air (5356 per cent). The
figures are computed lor four
metro airports -- Delhi, Banga-
lore, Mumbai and H}'deﬁhﬁ.

The overall flight cancel-
lation rate of the scheduled
domestic carriers stood at 1.07
per cent in December last vear.
Flight cancellations affected
67,622 passengers and atrlines
spent Bs 1.26 crore owands com-
pensation and facilities in this
regard. The data also showed
that 2,79,985 passengers were

cted dive to flight delays and
airlines shelled out Rs 3.78 crore
towards facilifation in Decem-
ber. AGERCIES
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‘Skyrocketing’ airfare, lack of tariff
regulation dominate PAC meeting

PTI W NEW DELHI

Cnncems over "skyrockef
ing" airfare and “little
action by government agen
cies and regulator dominated
the Parliament's Public
Accounts Committee [PAC)
meeting on Wednesday as sey
eral MPs sought acooumtahil
ity from private arrpart oper
ators and dirlines to provide
relied to passengers

PAC Chairperson K C
Venugopal described the
meeting of the panel, which
has witnessed fery and a2
times acrimonsous discussion
alony party lines in the past, as
“one of the best” sittings.
Klembers, he said, expressed
concerns that the Airports
Economic Reguolatory
ty (AERA) “is not act
ing properly as a regulaior’.
“We need chear cut answers.”
he told PTI aler the meetin
He said the regulatory I:\-cu:r;

could not answer adeguately

the questions raised by mem
bers.

Thie senaor Congress MP sasd,
Concerns were raised by
members that airfare is sky
rocketing. and there is no
action from the Directorale

General of Civil Aviation
(GECA) or the Civil Aviation
Department.”

Sources said some MPs called
for an amendment in the
AERA Act to make it more
effective in regulating fare
amid groeral onhappiness
over issues like “arbitrary” rise
m pser development fees and
price nurge. as they alleged thai
thee existing system fell short of
fixing acoountability and
transparency in the funciion
ing ot private operaiors

A lew MPs were upset over
the manner in which both
aeromautical tariff and non
aeronauiical tariff are decided
and flagged the need for hay
ing 2 mechanism in place for
prior consaltation,” a source
=id. An MP said there should
be a quasi-judical bedy 1o
hear soch ssmes.

Civil avitation secretary and
AERA chairperson were
amaong, those who appeared
betore the pand in the meet
ing in which presentations
were made on related isspes
While AERA & tasked with
regulating tariff for services
covering mapor airparts, the
DGCA s primariky concerned
with safety issues

Sources said the PAC mem
beerx, In peneral, were unsatss
tied with the replies of afficials
and the panel has asked them
to submit a detailed response
Several members, soarces said,
wave examples of a few airponis
where the wer development
fiee [U'TINF], which is included
im the airfare, has gone wp
many times since ihey were
handed over to private oper
atars

Same of them sought details
from officialy aboot the rev
enve collecied under differemt
heads and to what use they
were put to. An MP, soarces
said, spoke about the real
estate development and ssh
sequent rentals collected by
privale operators ab airparts,
and calfled for transparency
anid acoonntahility for the rev
emue's appropriaie use

An MP buded the govern
ment s UDAN scheme, which
envisiges air connectivity for
smaller cties, bat poted tha
many af its routes are cither
not served or not served ade
guately by privaie airlmes as
they focus on more profitahle
rontes. It strikes a blow (o the
vision of having the commpm
man io fly, he added
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MPs slam ‘skyrocketing airfares’, seek action

New Delhi: Concernsover “sky-
rocketing” airfare and “little ac-
tion” by govt agencies and regu-
lator dominated Parliaments
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) meeting Wednesday as
several MPs sought accountabil-
ity from private airport oper-
ators and airlines to provide re-
lief to passengers.

PAC chairperson K C Venugo-
pal described the meeting of the
panel, which has witnessed fiery
and at times acrimonious discus-

sion along party lines in the past,
as “oneof the best” sittings.
Members, he said, expressed
concerns the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA) “is

PAC MEETING

not acting properly as a regula-
tor”. He said the regulatory body
could not answer adequately the
questions raised by members.
The Congress MP said, “Con-
cerns were raised by members

that airfare is skyrocketing, and
there is no action from DGCA or
the Civil Aviation Department.”

Sources said some MPs called
for an amendment in the AERA
Act to make it more effective in
regulating fare amid general un-
happiness over issues like “arbi-
trary” rise in user development
fees and price surge.

The civil aviation secretary
and AERA chairperson were
among those who appeared be-
fore the panel. pmi
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