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Flight operations inching back to
normal at Jammu, Srinagar airports

2 cancellations at Srinagar Airport, none in Jammu on Thursday

SaqglbMallk
Srinagar, Dec 18

After 2 weeks of non-stop
disruptions, flight opera-
tions are inching back to
normal at Jammu, Sri-
nagar airports. While two
flights were cancelled at
the Srinagar airport due
to operational reasons, a
huge respite from dozens
of flight cancellations for
the last few days, Jammu
airport witnessed smooth
operations on Thursday.

Asper Srinagar Airport
data, of the total 32 sched-
uled flights, 17 flights were
slotted for IndiGo, of which
one flight was cancelled.
Another flight to get can-
celled was that of SpiceJet.
The Airport data reveals
that there was no delay in
flights on Thursday.

Speaking with Greater
Kashmir, Director, Jammu
Airport Devender Yadav
said the flight operations
at J&K's winter capital
were normal, albeit some
delays. “For the last 3 to
4 days, we have seen no
cancelations. Even today
barring few delays, flight
operations were quite
smooth, " said Yadav.

An IndiGo spokesper-
zon said the low-cost car-
rier operated over 2,200
flights on Thursday.
“Operations are fully nor-
malized since 9 Decem-
ber. Having completely

IndiGo operated
aover 2,200 flights en
Thursday across India

The low-cost carrier
isflyingtoallctits
138 operational
destinations

Adrline is catering
@ tooverall 3.5 akh
customers daily

stabilised operations
across the network start-
ing December 9 with 1,800
plus flights, IndiGo has
been gradually and care-
fully adding capacity and
will beoperating over 2,200
flights today, in line with
the revised schedule.”
“We have been flying
to all our 138 operational
destinations and maintain-
ing normal on-time per-
formance, as per IndiGo
standards, We continue to
maintain full integrity of
the revised schedule and
remain committed to deliv-
ering consistently reliable
service to over 3.5 lakh
customers daily,” said the
IndiGo spokesperson,
Between December 3 and
18, as many as 110 flights of
IndiGo hawve got cancelled
at Srinagar and Jammu,
owing to pilots not turning
up due to roster issues, In
the rest of the country as
well, thousands of flights

were cancelled, leaving pas-
sengers stranded.

The cancellation and
delay of flights due to fog is
being seen despitea recent
assurance from the Air
ports Authority of India
{ AAI) that an enhanced
landing system had been
put in place at the Srinagar
Ajrport to avoid flight can-
cellations due to fog.

Notably, at the 14th Gen-
eral Meeting & Tourism
Promotion Event of Tour-
ist Trade Interest Guild in
Srinagar last month, Javed
Apjum, Director, Srinagar
International Airport, told
reporters that the runway
at the airport has been
upgraded to the Instrument
Landing System Catego-
ry-2 { ILS-2), which essen-
tially means that even in
low visibility, a flight can
make landing. Anjum had
=aid the upgradation of the
runway was completed in
2024, the results of which
ware seen even during last
winter, "when flights could
land in visibility as low as
400 metres."

On last Satarday, a dry
run and preparedness
exercise was conducted
by the AAL Srinagar Inter-
national Airport, to assess
and ensure operational
readiness in view of the
forthcoming winter and
snow season, with special
emphasis on fog and low-
visibility contingencies.
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12 flights cancelled, 10 delayed
at Srinagar Airport

2 IndiGo flights
-ancelled at Jammu
Airport

Saqlb Malik
Srinagar, Dac20

The low visibility, coupled with
operational &sues faced by low-
cost carrier IndiGo, led to the
cancellation of 12 flights and 10
delavs at the Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport on Saturday.

Asper the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) data, of the
total scheduled flights, 10 were
to be operated by IndiGo and
the rest by Air India.

These flights were sched

wled from Jammu, Delhi,

Chandigarh, Amritsar, and
Kolkata. The delayed flights

included two flights each of

Air India Express and Akasa
and three each of SpiceJet and
IndiGo, airport data revealed,
Last week, a dry run and
preparedness exercise was
conducted by the AAL Sri-
nagar International Airport,
on Saturday to assess and
ensure operational readiness
in view of the forthcoming
winter and snow season, with
special emphasis on fog and

low-visi bility contingencies,
A Jammu Airport spokes-
person said that two IndiGo
flights were cancelled on Sat-
urday. Giving flight details,
the spokesperson said that
» 5ee12 flights.. onPg-08

12 flights cancelled...

there were 10 flight arrivals and as many departures in
the winter capital.

The flights that operated included six of IndiGo, two
flights each of Air India Express and Spicelet.

A total of 1523 passengers arrived while 1433 passengers
departed at the Jammu airport on Saturday,
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Ith Inekia’s most congested
alrport on one side and 1ts
newes) greentield airport on
the other, Adanl Alrpord
Holdings Led ¢ AAHL), which
runs bath airports, is preparing a phased resel
of capacity across the Mumbai region, It -
volves skimming o few peak-hour flights from
Mumbal airport in the coming maonths, pos-
stbly meriglng the Navl Munhil aleport proj
erct's third and fourth phases to build 2 termi-
nal capacity of 50 million passengers per on-
e (g by 2000, and thereafter demol ish.
iy and rebuilding Mumbilaleport's Terminal
1in Vile Parte to incresse capacity
Novi Mumbal airport opens to prssengers
on Dee 25, bur thit docen't mean Mights will
move oit of the existing aitport. Mumbai

Navi Mumbai airport to take pressure
off overstretched Mum single-runway

Pics: § L Shanth Kumar

WHAT LIMITS AIRPORT CAPACITY EXPANSION

Ahpoﬂmcﬁydepqﬁnnmmymdnndmmm Iulddmmlluhts.boﬂ:msthcmtqeﬁer

atrport will continue to handle most of s m Mumibal Region's Duak-Alport Challenge
domistic and international Dights. “But some

will b movisd 1o Navi Mumbal, maybe ke m‘rm Airport Main bottleneck
those opernting st peak times. One or two take-afts landings Mumbai (CSMIAY Rumway capaci
Mights (oclip the peak a ke bt sald AAHL per hour are possible y capacity

director Jeot Adani.
Currently, Mumbal alrports single runsay

Mavi Mumbai (NMIAY  Terminal capacity

works bevomd capactty The main romwsy is de af runways
slgmed lo safoly handlo o maimum of ¢ ko > Rumway layout > Has Cross runways 44
ﬂaﬁfﬂufmmm?nn;ﬁgmmrm% {paralled vs intersecting) not paralel ones aircraft movements
boamdary, Fer instance: on Dec 12, a total of 52 » ﬂlm limitations = Only one runway per haur is maximum
flights landed un the madn runway botween 430 Alreraft separation canbe used st atime  declared capacity, but
P and 526 pm, according o Adrpoets Auther- nnrms > Runway 09-27 often exceeds

ity of Tndia (AAD data. Then ten times that dag; handies both arrivals this limit during
therumway handled 45 050 fightsan hourpoing QA LTI ey | & departures peak haurs
beryoradd it rmaxkmwm capacity, largely becuuse Measiines how

of heavy charter alreraft movement -'r RESLILTS iN: WHY IT

“We don't have to necessarily touch thoss m » High stress for air CAN'T EXPAMD:

podthis, Moy we com spreed oart e Dight schod

; traffic controllers » Hemmed in by
uke o bit more... We don't want to meeeed 41-42 = surrounding slums
fhights per hourat Mumbad * sasd Adani. “Those » Chﬁ:k—irl > Increased pilot
additionnl fights we have to compensate some * Security warkigad > No space for &
how. Bither they move to & different tme (nor » Chronic congestion | Parallel runway
peuk hours), or the irfine starts new routes from » Im"rm
Rk Mumbad, You'll 1 kely sexall of this getting RESULT: Growth severely constrained
It effiesct im the pel suamamer schedule” Sum- » mew
e schodule beglng in e lnst weok of Maorch L NAVI MUMBAI AIRPORT
andd runs il Ot e, followed by winter sched- USER DEVELOPMENT FEE {UDFJ » Operations
ke, Eurmently on. ‘.

T et et step happens af Newd Mumbai UDF is & fee built into air tickets, collected by alrfines begin Dec 25 2OMN
airport with the accelertion of the project's for airports. It funds airport maintenance = Starts with one PASSENGETS per year
long-term plan. “We are thinking of clubbing and infrastrecture upgrades, Is regulated, terminal jared |
Navi Mumbai phases 11 (30 mppa) and 1V (20 Likely to be imposed at NMIA > NMIA to L disz :mg;
i} togertlae fo b 1t 6O g capocity by » Was HOW STEEP? qo 2407 by I’ch?n mﬁ;“";ﬂ&%dﬁn! of
e, he said. "The design work for this phase intraduced in DELHI (e pazsenger) March, incluting around 55 million
Isuneer wag and constructbon 1s planned tossart \ndli irs 2008-09 Intarnational ‘passengars
Hyfhecauig ipanis, = ; ’ after alrpar GEPRATING ; ARRIVING flights., with per year

This thmelime of the Navi Mumbal expan- Hvatisation i eeted stron
slon will determing the redevelopment se- ;emm m:‘nmr W mze | Ei1 ::1“ hm:hai A
quinee at Murmbakalrport Terminal 1 at Vile ital and W fitsa
Parle will be demolished only nfter NMIA's cpial Economy etrypalftan Region
niext ferminal ks completed so that e Mumbal operating costs Bp

region does not loss werminal capacity during
the transition.

“T1 demolition will hapgen after T2 Mo
Mumbsl b built,” be sald, Carrently, Mumbai
T1 haz a capacity to handls 15 mppa. Aler 1
is rebuilt, its capactty will go up o 5 mpgee
Mavl Mumbal T1, which opens next wesk, can
Tumndbe 20 mappa, bt 1 is expectod (o got saiu-
rivtodd barfiors w2026, The terminal eapacity
can be Increased by & few milllon, but the race
1o get another terminal up and going would
howe atresdy bogun

Mismbei reglon's duabatiport system is ox-
pected to umlock new domestie ami mternation
al routes for (he reglon, which has been con
strained foendecads by Mumbai sirport's single-
rumway operations,

» First evied at 275
Hyderabad and  Business
Bengaluru =3

ECTED COMGESTION:
> Terminal likely to hit capacity by mid-2026
* Runway can handle more flights, but the
terminal cannot, limiting growth
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No proposal received for 2nd airport: Centre

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The Centre
has not received any propo-
sal under the Greenfield
Adrports (GFA) policy, eit-
her from Karnataka govt or
any developer, for a second
airport in Bengaluru follo-
wing the recent pre-feasibi-
lity studies of three potenti-
al sites, according the civil
aviation ministry.

Airports Authority of
India (AAT) had conducted
the studies a couple of
months ago and sent the re-
port to the state govt.

Under a concession ag-
reement between the Union

Photo for representation

HANDLING CITY'S NEEDS

govt and Bangalore Inter-
national Airport Limited
(BIAL), no new or existing
airport — except Mysuru
and Hassan domestic air-
ports — can be developed,
improved or upgraded wit-
hin 150km of Bengaluru's
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) for 25 years
from its opening, the mini-

stry said in response to qu-
estions raised by Bangalore
Central MP PC Mohan. The
development of any new
airport within 150km of
KIA or reopening of the ex-
isting HAL airport prior to
the 25th anniversary of KIA
“would require the consent
of BIAL,” the reply said.
The state has proposed a
second Bengaluru airport
in view of the city’s rapid
growth and aims to commis-
sion a new one after 2033,
when KIA completes 25 ye-
ars. Three sites have been
shortlisted for the project —
two on Kanakapura Road
and one on Tumakuru Road.
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Facts are being misrepresented in
IGI incident: Pilot Sejwal’s lawyer

New Delhi, Dec. 21: The
lawyer of Captain Virender
Sejwal, who was Involved
in an altercation with a
passenger at the Delhi air-
port, on Sunday said the
incident was resolved in
the presence of CISF offi-
cials at the airport and
claimed the facts were
being misrepresented.

On Friday when Sejwal,
an Air India Express pilot
off-duty at the time, had
an altercation with the
passenger, Ankit Dewan.
The latter had mentioned
the incident and posted
photos on social media on
the same day evening.

Air India Express has
suspended the pllot pend-

ing investigation.

In a statement on
Sunday, Sejwal's lawyer
Sonali Karwasra Joon
said distorted social
media portrayal is based
on a one-sided, incomplete
misrepresentation of
facts.

“Ankit Dewan has selec-
tively presented facts to
create a false narrative,
wrongly implying a pro-
fessional conflict and
attempting to sensation-
alise a settled issue.

“Whereas castiest
remarks were made
against Capt. Sejwal, and
absolutely unfathomable
threats were made to
female members of his

family, including a child.”
the statement claimed.

According to the state-
ment, the incident
between the two passen-
gers was resolved in the
presence of CISF officials
at the airport.

“Both parties "voluntari-
ly signed a statement’ con-
firming that they did not
wish to pursue any legal
action,” it said.

The lawyer also said
Sejwal has full faith in
authorities that he will
not be denied justice and
the incident will be looked
at impartially considering
all facts and without the
overbearing social media
narrative. — PTI
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Adani Group to invest
%1 lakh crore in airports

LESSER TRAVAILS

Mumbai, Dec. 19: Adani BUILT AT an initial cost of

Ik erbre in its airports  INDIA'S aviation | T19650 crore, the first phase
business over the next five sector expected to will have a capacity to handle

20 million passengers annually.
BESIDE THE two airports at

expand at 15-16 per
cent annually.

vears, betting on India's
aviation sector, which is

expected to expand at 15 : :

GRS STLN IS b | Mambal ey peics
“On the airport side, 71 International Giiahat iy

lakh crore in the next five  Airport will open on pur,

vears,” Jeet Adani, direc- Dec. 25. Adani Thlruvananlhapuram and

tor of Adani Airports, Group holds 74 per Mangaluru air-

said ahead of the start of
commercial operations at
Navi Mumbai Internat-
ional Airport on Dec.25.
The airport is being
developed by Navi
Mumbai International
Ajrport Ltd (NMIAL) in
which the Adani Group
holds a 74 per cent stake.
Built at an initial cost of
%19.650 crore, the first
phase will have a capacity
to handle 20 million pas-
sengers annually, with
plans to scale up to 90 mil-
lion passengers over time.
Adani group had
acquired the Mumbai air-
port from GVEK Group.
Beside the two airports at
Mumbai, the group oper-
ates Ahmedabad, Luck-
now, Guwahati, Jaipur,
Thiruvananthapuram,

cent stake.

and Mangaluru.

“We would be 100 per
cent aggressive in the next
round of bidding for all 11
(airports),” he said.

“The Indian aviation
industry can continuously
grow at 15-16 per cent,
year-on-vear for the next
10-15 wyears,” he said,
pointing to low per-capita
air travel compared to
China.

“Mumbai Airport was
supply constrained from

ports.

2016 onwards and wasn't
able to service the addi-
tional demand that was
coming through,” he said.

Meanwhile, the group
has been in discussions

with officials in Uttar
Pradesh to build eight 200
MW small modular reac-
tors (SMRs), said sources.
The plan, part of efforts to
broaden his renewable
portfolio, would give the
conglomerate about 1,600
MW of nuclear capacity.
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Passengers weighin on KIA's
new pickup model

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

It has been a week since the new
pickup rules kicked in at the Kem-
pegowda International Airport
(KIA), and passengers remain di-
vided about their effectiveness.

The new norms, which only al-
low private vehicles to access the
arrival pick-up lanes and limit yel-
low-board vehicles to designated
taxi stands and pickup zones, were
enforced at Terminal 2 on Decem-
berllandat Terminal 2on Decem-
ber13. While operationsin T2 con-
tinue to flow in aseemingly smooth
manrer, the change in operations
at T1has raised some eyebrows due
tothedesignated parking zones be-
ing about 700 metres away from
thearrival gates.

In an attempt to smooth the
transition into the new operations
and accommuodate the festive rush,
Bangalore International Airport
Limited (BIAL), which operates
KIA, has implemented multiple
transport options to aid senior cit-
izens, children, and the differently
abled. The free transport arrange-
ments between T1 and P3 and P4,
which are the dedicated parking
zones for the terminal, include
four buggies, one shuttle bus, one
high-capacity passenger van, and
threecars. Thesearein additionto
wheelchairsupport, a BIAL repre-
sentative shared.

Apart from these, the shuttle

buses which operate between
T1 and T2 also make a pit stop at
P3 and P4, However, the lack of
awareness amaong passengers
about these transport options is
leaving an air of frustration across
the terminal.

For Kushi, travelling from Mum-
bai, the accessible pickup feature
used to be one of the main high-
lights of the terminal. “It used to
besoconvenienttojuststepoutand
find a taxi driver waiting for you al-
ready,” she said,

Better training of the on-ground
staff would help benefit the initia-
tive, according to passengers.

“someofthe ground staff them-
selvesdonot seem to fully compre-
hend how the changeswork. I spent
about 20 minutes waiting forabug-
gy, asinstructed by the staff. Butin
theend, mymotherand | just start-
edwalking. We eventually found an
empty buggy along the way," said
Narayan, from Electronics City.
Irrespective of the 15-20 minute
walktothe parking zone, many hail
the new way of operations for its
improved safety and decongested
lanes.

“It felt like a breath of fresh air
walking out of Terminal 1 after the
new rules, which no longer allow
taxis to crowd the arrival lanes. It
was absolute chaos before, with
taxi drivers leaving no space for
othervehicles. Plus, theyalwaysbe-
haved in an uncouth manner,” said
amiddle-aged female passenger.
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Air travelers seek facilities
at Chandigarh Int’l Airport

GHK News Service
Srinagar. Dec 20

Passengers travelling through
Chandigarh International
Alrport are facing serious
inconvenience due to the lack
of basic amenities. Concerns
have been raized over the
closure of the international
lounge, absence of drinking
water facilities, and non-oper-
ation of duty-free services.
Dr Anshu Kataria, Presi

dent, Punjab Unaided Col
leges Association (PUCA ) amd
Chairman, Arvans Group of
Colleges, Rajpura (near Chan-
digarh), who was leading a
PUCA delegation to Dubai,
urged airport authorities and

the concerned ministries to
take immediate and effective
steps to restore all essential
amd promised facilities for pas-
sengers, sald a press release,

Supporting the demand,
PUCA members inchiding
Ashwani Garg and Ashok
Garg from Swami Vive-
kanand Group of Institu-
tions, along with 8. Gurpreet
Singh from Universal Group
of Institutions, emphasized
that airport services must be
streamlined in accordance
with international standards.
They stated that Chandigarh
International Airport caters
to passengers from Punjab,
Harvana, Himachal Pradesh,
and Chandigarh.
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Delhi airport
sees 129 flight
cancellations on
Saturday

Press Trustof indla
Mew Dealhi, Dac 20

At least 129 flights were can-
celled at the Delhi airport
on Saturday due to dense
fog, according to an official.
Flight operations have been
disrupted for the past sev-
eral daysatDelhiand other
airports due to dense fog,
resulting in low visibility
conditions,

The official said at least
66 arrivals and 63 depar-
tures have been cancelled.
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— DELHI AQI ‘VERY POOR' | GGM ISSUES WFH ADVISORY FOR PRIVATE FIRMS —

Fog grounds 105 flights, 450+ delayed

AIMAN FATIMA

FOG FURY
NEW DELHI: As many as 105 chbiuda s s s b i

450 services dclml,-'ﬂ.i duse to low- and m'm“hqu

visibility conditions amid fog = : z 5
at the Delhi airport on Sunday. B An:mhg o latest information available on !?!aghtlm:l:mg
An official said at least 55 website Flightradar24.com, more than 450 flights were delayed

arrivals and 50 departures were and the average delay time was around 36 minutes for departures at

cancelled at the sirport. Accord- the airport
ing to the latest information : : 3
available on flight tracking web- According to the CPCB's Sameer app, 16 out of the 40 monitoring

site Flightradar24 com, more statians in the city reported air quality in the ‘severe” category
than 450 flights were delayed  » Theweather department has forecast moderate fog on Monday with
and the average delay time was miaximum and minimum temperature expected to hover around 21

around 36 minutes for 1.i|:par- > ¥ :
tieres ab the airport. degrees Celsius and 9 degrees Celsius

In a post on X in the eve-
ning, Delhi airport operator The air quality in the national  remaining recorded “very poor’
DIAL said operations are run-  capital was recorded in the ‘very  levels. An AQI between 0 and
ning ﬁmuulhl}r. AL operates  poor’ category on Sunday morn- 50 is considered 'E,uu:.l', 51 to 100
the Indira Gandhi International  ing with an overall Air Qual-  ‘satisfactory, 101 to 200 ‘mod-
Airport (IGLA), the country’s ity Index (AQI) reading of 377,  erate] 201 to 300 ‘poor, 301 ta
largest airport that generally  aceording to the Central Pol- 400 ‘very poor, and 401 to 500
handles around 1,300 fights  lution Control Board (CPCB).  ‘severe, according to the CPCR
daily. According to the CPCBY  classification.

Flight operations have been  Sameer app, 16 out of the 40 Among the key weather
disrupted for the past many days  monitoring  stations in the moniloring stations, Palam
in DeFI’hi and other airports due  city reported air quality in the  recorded its lowest visibility at
Lo dense fog. ‘severe’ category, while the 300 metres  Confinued on PE

: ; . ﬁ’iﬂu :
An oute p-nh Kortovya Path os Rashiropati Bhovan remains
barely visible amid low visibility, in New Delhi, Sunday I

Fog grounds

due to moderate fog between 10
pm and 12.30 am IST, according to
the India Meteorological Depart-
ment {IMD). The visibility improved
tor 600 metres in shalbow fog but fell
back to 350 metres, with east-south-
easterly winds blowing at a speed of 7
kilometres per hour, it said

Ap Safdarjung, the visibility
dropped to tts lowest at 200 metres in
moderate fog between 1.30 am and
230 am IST. It gradually improved 1o
500 metres in shallow fog by 5.30 am,
the IMD said.

The minimum temperature
settled at 9.4 degrees Celsus, 1.3
degrees above the season’s average
whereas the maximum lemperature
settled at 18.1 degrees Celsius.

The humidity was recorded at 100
per cent at 5.30 pm, as per IMD.

The weather department has fore-
cast moderate fog on Monday with
maximum and minimum tempera-
ture expected to hover around 21
degrees Celsius and 9 degrees Cel-
shus, respectively.

- e -
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Adani plans to venture into engine
MRO & aircralt conversion space

Besides airports, the diversified conglomerate is also present in the
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) & pilots training business

MUMBAL Adani group plans
to foray into engine MRO as
well as passenger-aircrali-to-
freighter (P2F) conversion, as
the diversified conglomerate
bets big on the domestic avia-
tion market, according to a top
group official. Besides atrports,
the diversified conglomerate is
also present in the mamienance,
tepair and overhaul (MRO) and
pilots training business,

“We have separated the two
{aviation). One is the airport
tnfrastructure and the other
one is the airerafl services busi-
ness. So that can include dual
use, defence and civilian use.
So, between Indamer and Air
Works (MROs), we are now
combining the platform into
a mnblr giant MRO com-
pany, " Jeet Adani, Director of

mEEby

Adani Adrport Holdings Lid
(AAHL), said Stating that the
MRO is a fast-growing seg-
menl, Jeet Adani said, “Now
we are expanding that as well
1o increase our capabilities on
landing gear, paint, P2F (pas-
senger-to-freighter] conver-
sions, and hopefully at some
puint, engines.

The group entered the MRO
segment last December follow-
ing the acquisition of aviation
MRO services firm Adr Works
for an enterprise value of Rs 400
crore, strengthening its fonothold

‘We have separated the two (aviation).
One is the airport infrastructure and the
other one is the aircraft services business.
So that can include dual use, defence and
civilian use,' Jeet Adani, Director of Adani
Airport Holdings Ltd (AAHL), said

» The group entered MRO
segment last December
fellowing oequisition of
Alr Wiarks for an
enterprise value of Re
400 crore, strengthening
its foothold in the
defence MRO sectar

» Adani Defence Systems
& Technologies Lid
[(ADSTL) in Movember
signed a definitive
agreamant to acquire a
100% stake in Indamer
Technics Pvt Ltd [ITPL)

» Anel last month, ADSTL
said it will buy 72.8%
stake In FSTC for Rs
820 erere, marking the
greup's foray into the
pikot training segment

in the defence MBO sector.
Further expanding its pres-
ence in the MRO space, Adani
Delence Systemns and Technola-
gies Lid (ADSTL), through its
venture Horzon Aero Solu-
tions Lid, in partnership with
Prime Aero Services LLP, last
month signed a definitive agree-
ment to acquire a 100 per cent
stake in MRO services pro-

vider, Indamer Technics Pyt
Ltd (ITPL). And last month,
ADSTL said it will buy a 72.8
per cent stakein Flight Simula-
tion Technique Centre (FSTC)
for Bs 820 crore, marking the
conglomerate’s foray into the
pilot training segment.

“We are also expanding our
bases. So, we are expanding in
Ahmedabad which doesn't exist

today as an Alr Works base.
Guwahati and Bhubaneswar
(too) which don't exist as Air
Works bases. So, we will see
same expansion,” he said.
MNoting that (light training
has bigger prospects in lerms
of expansion, Jeet Adani said,
"Because FSTC right now is
running with 15 simulators, 1

personally believe that India has

the ability to ahsorh 40-50 simu-
lators if we are able to execute”

“So now for the next,
because it is a recent acquisi-
tan, we are just pulling in place
the right processing systems,” he
said. “But the clear vision is in
the next 2-3 years how do we
get this business up to 45-50
simulators all across the coun-
by’ Jeet Adani said.

Indian carriers are sched-
uled to induct some 1,700 air-
crafl over a period of time.

India will need anadditional
30,000 pilols once the prnd.i:tg
orders for 1,700 aircralt from
the Indian carriers are delivered,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu had said
last week. On the investment in
these businesses, he said, “On
the MRO and FSTC f.urjc. Jis a

little early 1o say becanse we are
still in the process of finalising
# long-term strategy and then
putting a number to it

“At the end of the day, we are
deep into 1t and want to keep
growing our expertise and our
drpth." he said. The group last
week announced that #t will
infuse RBs 1 lakh crore in its
atrports business over the next
five years and projected a 10-15
per cent growth in the domestic
aviation markel, including air-
ports and airlines, during the
nexl 10-15 yvears. FI
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PM launches new Guwahati airport terminal,
showcasing rapid growth in aviation infra

OUR CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
inaugurated the new terminal
at Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi
International Airport (LGBIA),
marking the completion of an
accelerated infrastructure proj-
ect delivered from concept to
commissioning in under a year,
with a strong emphasis on oper-
ational reaﬁnes&

The terminal’s design was
unveiled by the Prime Minis-
ter in February at Advantage
Assam 2.0, and its inaugura-
tion now sets the stage for oper-
ations to begin by the end of
February. The swift execution
highlights the pace at which
India’s aviation infrastructure
|s being planned, built and pre-

or live operations.

A comprehensive Opera-
tional Readiness and Airport
Transfer (ORAT) programme,
supported by an expert team
from Munich, Germany, has
ensured that systems, processes,
personnel and passenger flows
are fully aligned for a safe and
seamless opening.

Conceived as a modern
gateway rooted in regional
identity, the terminal—named
“The Bamboo Orchids”—draws
inspiration from Assam’ iconic
kopou phool (foxtail orchid)
and indigenous bamboo variet-
ies, including Bholuka bamboo
from Assam and Apatani bam-
boo from Arunachal Pradesh.

The architecture blends
natural materials, abun-
dant daylight and contem-
porary design, reflecting the
ecological and cultural richness

IR

# Prime Minister Modi
described it as part of
a wider ‘Vikas ka Utsav'
unfolding across Assam
and the Mortheast

» ‘The Guwahaoti terminal
demonstrates how
world-class airport infra
can be delivered swiftly
while remaining deeply
rooted in local identity’

Prime Minister Narendra Mnii third from I,. with Assam Governor

» The Terminal named ‘The

Lakshman Prasad Acharya, centre, Union Minister of Civil Aviation Bambao Orchids', draws

Isloﬂumn':nlfl::dﬂ:ﬂu, sf:;ndﬂf;nfmml?g!lt, I.l:li‘nn M."irnil;_arinsrﬂhlmndn inspiration from Assam's
nowal, third from right, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, L :

extreme left, and Adeni Group Chuirpersan Gautam Adani, second mH}PhOcTI' {fdc?xfurl

from left, during the inavguration of a new terminal of the Lokepriya b3 el '_" _[gm

Gopinath Bardoloi International Airport in Guwahati, Assam Pl bamboo varieties

of the Northeast. it as part of a wider “Vikas ka  travel experience.

About 140 metric tonnesof  Utsav” unfolding across Assam Equipped with DigiYatra-
locally sourced bamboo have  and the Northeast. enabled processing, smart
been used. making it one of He said Assam is emerging  check-in systems and expansive
India’s most prominent exam-  asIndia’s eastern gatewayunder passenger areas, the terminal is

ples of nature-inspired airport
architecture that reinterprets
traditional  craftsmanship
through modern engineering.
The project has been devel-
oped by Guwahati Interna-
tional Airport Limited, with
operations led by Adani Air-
port Holdings Limited {AAHL).
The terminal reflects the Adani
Group’s integrated approach to
infrastructure delivery, com-
bining design, engineering,
ORAT-led preparedness and
time-bound execution for com-
plex aviation projects.
Placing the inauguration
in a broader national context,
Prime Minister Modi described

the Act East policy, with the
bamboo-themed terminal sym-
bolising strength, sustainability
and the state’s growing role in
advancing Viksit Bharat as India
moves toward becoming the
world’s third-largest economy.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Gautam Adani, Chairman
of the Adani Group, said: “The
Guwahati terminal demon-
strates how world-class airport
infrastructure can be deliv-
ered swiftly while remaining
deeply rooted in local identity.
It will strengthen connectiv-
ity, support economic growth
across the Northeast, and offer
passengers a seamless, modern

designed to handle 13.1 million
passengers annually by 2032. In
FY25, Guwahati Airport han-
dled 6.50 million passengers,
highlighting the region’s rising
aviation demand. The airport
currently ranks as Indias 10th
busiest and serves as a critical
hub for all eight Northeastern
states.

The overall airport devel-
opment entails an investment
of Rs 5,000 crore, including Rs
1,000 crore for Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul facilities,
alongside planned integrated
cargo infrastructure to boost
trade, logistics and employment
in the region.
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Redo Sabarimala airport
land acquisition, says HC

Rules that govt failed to determine minimum extent of land required

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE
(@ Pathanamithitta

THE Eerala High Court has nul-
lified key stages of the land ac-
guisition process for the pro-
posed Sabarimala greenfield
airport, ruling that the state
povernment failed to determine
the minimum extent of land re-
quired for the project as man-
dated by law, and directed the
authorities to restart the proc-
ess after a fresh assessment.
On December 30, 2022, the
state issued an order granting
sanction for the acquisition of
2,570 acres of land, comprising
the Cheruvally Estate and an
additional 307 acres located out-
side it. Justice C Jayachandran,
delivering the judgment on a
writ petition filed by Ayana
Charitahle Trust (formerly Gos-
pel for Asia) and its managing
trustee Dr Siny Punnoose, ruled
the decision-making process un-
der the Right to Fair Compensa-
tion and Transparency in Land

I'I.IG'H COURT OF KER.A_.JL

Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013, was le-
gally flawed.

Guestioning land acquisition
of 2,570 acres of land, the court
also noted that “even for the
highest type of aircraft, in an
airport contemplating [FR (In-
strument Flight Rules) opera-
tions, the land required in the
ideal scenario is 1200 acres.” On
the petitioners’ allegation of
fraud on power and colourable
exercise of authority, the court
did not give a final finding. It
held that this issue is closely

linked to determining the mini-
mum land required and can
only be examined after that ex-
ercise is properly completed.

“All the same, it is not ripe for
this Court to conclude that the
acguisition proceedings are vi-
tiated by fraud on power,"” the
order read. The court earlier di-
rected the state to restart the
process by conducting a fresh
social impact assessment (SLA)
limited to examining the mini-
mum land requirement, fol-
lowed by a fresh appraisal by
the expert group and reconsid-
eration by the government.

The petitioners had chal-
lenged several government ac-
tions, including the SIA report,
the expert committes appraisal,
the state order approving the ac-
guisition, and the subsequent
notification.

The land in guestion, mainly
the Cheruvally Estate, iz pro-
posed to be acguired for build-
ing a new airport intended to
serve Saharimala pilgrims.
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GMR Airports
acquires 49.9%
stake in DDFS

ENS ECOMOMIC BUREAU & New Dethi

GMR Airports (GAL) has tight-
ened its grip on India’s travel
retail sector by acguiring a
49.90% equity stake in Delhi
Dty Free Services Private
Limited (DDFS).

The stake was purchased
from Delhi International Adr-
port Limited (DIAL), another
subsidiary of the company, for
an aggregate consideration of
about 183 crove. Following this
transaction, GMR Airporis’ to-
tal shareholding in DDFS has
increased to86.93% , up from its
previous indirect holding.

The move comes as GAL,
which operates under the
brand name GMR AERO, ran-
sitions from a traditional air-
pori operator to a consumer-
first platform.
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PM 1naugurates new terminal of Guwahati airport

TONY DAS
B Guwahati

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday inaugurat-
ed a new terminal of the
Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi
International Airport (LGBIA).
The Integrated Terminal 2
Building is designed to
handle 13.1 million passen-
gers per year. Modi also
undertook a tour of the new
terminal built at a cost of
14,000 crore. The airport is
named after Assam's first
Chief Minister, whose 80-
foot statue was also unveiled
by Modi outside the airport.

Officials said the total
cost of the project is 75,000
crore, including 71,000 crore
earmarked specifically for
Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) facilities.

The airport is aimed to be
a key aviation hub for
Northeast India and a
gateway to Southeast Asia,
they said. The new terminal
has an area of 1,40,000
square metres, and its
design draws inspiration
from Assam'’s rich biodiver-
sity and cultural heritage,
they added.

The new terminal build-
ing is the “country’s first
nature-themed airport”,
designed to handle 13.1
million passengers per year,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Assam Governor Lakshman Prasad .ﬂrﬁarya. Union Minister of Civil Aviation K
Rammechan Naidu, Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and Adani Group
Chairperson Gautam Adani during the inauguration of a new terminal of the Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi
Irltematlnnai Alrpomn Guwahah Assam

officials said. The transition
from the old terminal to
the new one is scheduled to
begin in February, with
domestic flights initially
operating from the new
facility. The process is
expected to be completed
by the end of March, with
both domestic and inter-
national flights shifting to
the new terminal, while the
existing terminal will be
converted into a cargo hub,
they said.

Designed by Indian archi-

tects, the terminal draws
inspiration from Assam’s
rich biodiversity and cul-
tural heritage, and is “the
country's first airport built
around a nature theme".

Named °‘The Bamboo
Orchids', the terminal
design is inspired by

Assam's iconic 'kopou
phool’ (foxtail orchid) and
indigenous bamboo vari-
eties - Bholuka bamboo
from Assam and Apatani
bamboo from Arunachal
Pradesh - celebrating the

Al

ecological and cultural rich-

ness of the northeast.

The terminal’s architec-
ture reflects the cultural
identity of the region while
integrating modern tech-
nology, sustainability and
passenger comfort, in line
with India's vision of inclu-
sive, future-ready infrastruc-
ture, the officials said. The
bamboo-inspired interiors
have made use of around
140 metric tonnes of locally
sourced northeast bamboo,
setting a new benchmark for

sustainable construction in
Indian airports, they said.

The terminal also features
Kaziranga-inspired land-
scapes, with lush and envi-
ronmentally friendly green
spaces that mirror
Assam'’s forests. Traditional
Assamese headgear 'japis’
have been incorporated into
various design elements,
while the rhino motif, sym-
bolising strength and calm-
ness, features prominently
across the terminal. Fifty-
seven distinctive columns,
designed to resemble bou-
quets of the foxtail orchid,
adorn the departure and
arrival areas.

Arriving passengers will
also experience a ‘sky
forest’, passing through a
lush green zone with
around one lakh plants from
100 species of local flora,
creating an immersive
forest-like ambience.

“This positions Guwahati
as a critical passenger and
cargo hub for all eight north-
eastern states - Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Tripura, Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim - enhancing connec-
tivity to destinations known
for tea gardens, wildlife
reserves, riverine landscapes,
living-root bridges and hill
tourism,” the official said.
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Air India Express pilot denies
assault allegations at airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Air India Express pilot,
accused of assaulting a pas-
senger at Delhi airport fol-
lowing a dispute over
queue-jumping, has denied
the allegations and claimed
he was subjected to verbal
abuse, casteist remarks and
threats against his family.

Responding to the allega-
tions, a law firm has put out
a statement on behalf of
Captain Virender Sejwal said
reports on the issue have
“misrepresented a personal
incident” as a "pilot vs pas-
senger" dispute.

The statement criticised
what it termed a “one-sided,
incomplete misrepresenta-
tion of facts” on social and
news media.

“The incident was
resolved in the presence of
CISF officials at the airport
and claimed the facts were
being misrepresented,"”
it said

“Captain Virender Sejwal
was travelling as a passen-
ger. He was not on flight
duty, nor was the incident
connected in any manner to
his professional responsi-
bilities. It was a purely per-

sonal matter between two

passengers,” according to
the statement.

“Ankit Dewan has selec-
tively presented facts to
create a false narrative,
wrongly implying a profes-
sional conflict and attempt-
ing to sensationalise a
settled issue, Whereas
casteist remarks were made
against Capt Sejwal, and
absolutely unfathomable
threats were made to female
members of his family
including a child," it says.

Captain Sejwal's state-
ment says Ankit Dewan ini-
tiated the confrontation by

verbally abusing the pilot
without provocation and
“continued using abusive,
degrading and threatening
language even after being
asked to stop".

“The situation escalated
into a physical altercation in
which Captain Sejwal was
also hurt; he also sustained
injuries during the scuffle.
CISF personnel intervened
promptly, repeatedly told
Dewan to calm down and
stop abusing, yet he refused
to relent and continued
his misconduct in their
presence,” it says.

Rejecting this claim,
Captain Sejwal's statement
said the matter was resolved
voluntarily in the presence
of CISF officials. “Both parties
‘voluntarily signed a state-
ment' confirming that they
did not wish to pursue any
legal action. Contrary to
misleading claims, Mr Ankit
Dewan signed willingly,
there was no coercion or
pressure involved,” it said.

“The CISF has publicly con-
firmed on ‘X’ that their offi-
cers acted promptly, offered
the gentlemen the
opportunity to file formal
complaints, and that it was
voluntarily declined.

Allegations of any force or
bias against CISF are incor-
rect and unfounded,” the
statement added.

The pilot also objected to
the incident being linked
to Air India Express. The
airline has suspended the
pilot and will set up an
external committee next
week to probe the incident.

Dewan, however, alleged
that the altercation began
when he was travelling with
his family, including his
four-month-old daughter in
a stroller, and was directed
by airport staff to use
the staff and PRM security
check queue.

Soon after the incident on
Friday, the Tata Group-
owned airline susp-
ended the pilot and the
sources said that a show
cause notice has also been
served to him seeking an
explanation.

The proceedings are being
carried under the labour
laws as a pilot comes under
the workmen category.

An external inguiry com-
mittee will set up next week
to probe the incident, the
sources said. The incident
occurred at Terminal 1(T1) of
the Delhi airport on Friday.
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Kerala HC sets aside Sabarimala
airport land acquisition process

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Kochi

The Kerala High Court has set
aside crucial stages of the
land acquisition process for
the proposed Sabarimala
greenfield airport, holding
that the State failed to prop-
erly assess the minimum
land actually reguired for
the project.

On December 30, 2022, the
State Government issued an
order granting sanction for
the acquisition of 2570 acres
of land, comprising the
Cheruvally Estate and an
additional 307 acres
located outside it. Justice C
layachandran, delivering the
judgment on a writ petition
filed by Ayana Charitable
Trust (formerly Gospel for
Asia) and its managing
trustee Dr Siny Punnoose,
ruled the decision-making
process under the Right to
Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act, 2013,
was legally flawed.

The court, inits December
19 order, directed the State to
restart the process by con-
ducting a fresh social impact

assessment limited to exam-
ining the minimum land
requirement, followed by a
fresh appraisal by the expert
group and reconsideration by
the Government.
The petitioners

had
challenged several
Government actions, includ-
ing the Social Impact
Assessment (SIA) report, the
EXpert committes appraisal,
the State Government order
approving the acquisition,
and the subseguent notifica-
tion under Section 11 of the
2013 Act. The land in question,
mainly the Cheruvally
Estate in Pathanamthitta dis-
trict, is proposed to be
acquired for building a new
airport intended to serve
Sabarimala pilgrims.

The court found that while
the State is entitied to acquire
land for public purposes, the
law clearly mandates that
only the “"absolute bare
minimum” extent of land
required for a project can
be acquired.

According to the court, this
mandatory requirement
under Sections 4{4){d), 7(5)(b),
and 8{1){c) of the 2013 Act was
not properly complied with.

|ustice |ayachandran

observed that the authorities
had shown "manifest non-
application of mind” in
assessing how much land
was genuinely necessary.

As a result, the SIA report,
the Expert Committee report
and the Government order
were declared invalid to the
extent they failed to address
this crucial requirement.

Since the Section 11 notifi-
cation could only be issued
after a valid completion of
these steps, it too was
quashed. On the petitioners’
allegation of fraud on power
and colourable exercise of
authority, the court did not
give a final finding. It held that
this issue is closely linked to
determining the minimum
land required and can only be
examined after that exercise
is properly completed.

Before concluding, the
court suggested that for tech-
nically complex projects like
airports, the state should
include technical experts in
the SIA team to ensure
informed and lawful deci-
sion-making. The writ peti-
tion was accordingly allowed,
keeping other issues raised
by the petitioners open for
future consideration.
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NSG conductsreal-time anti-hijack exerciseat CochinAirport

UNITED NEWSOF INDIA
Kocfii, 21 December

The National Security
Guard’s 52 Special Action
Group (SAG), India’s
designated National Counter
Hijack Force, successfully
conducted a comprehensive
real-time anti-hijack exercise
at Cochin International
Airport, reinforcing national
aviation security
preparedness and

multi-age ney crisis response
mechanisms.

The large-scale exercise
began on 19 December and
culminatedina
high-intensity live night
operation on 20 December.
During the final phase, elite
NSG commandos executed
precision counter-hijack
drills on an actual aircraft
under realistic night-time
conditions, simulating a

Mon,

Jhe Statesman

hostile aviation security
scenario,

The drill was designed to
validate operational
readiness, response
timelines,
command-and-control
structures, and coordination
among multiple agencies.

The simulated scenario

22 December 2025

involved a hijacked aircraft
landing at Cochin
International Airport,
triggering the immediate
activation of the Aerodrome
Emergency Management
Committee ( AEMC).

The exercise tested
end-to-end emergency
response protocols,

https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/T78779600

including strategic
decision-making,
inter-agency coordination,
negotiation procedures,
medical preparedness, crisis
commminication systems,
and passenger safety
meastires, with minimal to
nil collateral damage asthe
highest priority.
Theopertion was led by
Col Amit Kumar, Group
Commander, 52 SAG, NSG.
District Collector Privanka G
(LAS), Airport Director G
Mamu, and Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Mahesh S (IPS) carried out
their respective procedural
responsibilities in
coordination with
participating agencies.
Theexercise witnessed
seamless coordination
among Cochin International
Airport Limited (CIAL), the
Kerala State administration,

Kerala Police and Traffic
Police, Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF),
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS), Airports
Authority of India (AATL),
Health Department and
designated city hospitals,
Fire and Emergency
Services, Air Traffic Control
(ATC), IndiGo Aidines,
ground handling agencies,
and other aviation partners.

Specially trained NSG
negotiators initially engaged
the simulated hijackers to
seek a peaceful resolution.
Following the simulated
failure of negotiations, the 52
SAG carried out a swift and
contmlled intervention,
demonstrating advanced
close-guarter battle
Lechnigues, aircraft
intervention pmeedures,
and hostage rescue
capabilities.
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¥ Parl panel: Body understaffed, may compromise on safety

DGCA ‘ill-equipped’ to force air rules

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHI, DEC, 21

The IndiGo crisis, which
hit the aviation sector
hard in early December,
has once again brought
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
under the scanner. The
watchdog that regulates
and keeps an eyve on the
entire aviation ecosystem
of the country - from run-
ways, planes, air traffic
control. alrports to pilots
and passengers - has no
power, no money and no
independence to run pro-
fessionally.

The DGCA, under the
ministry of civil aviation
(MoCA), Is dependent on
the ministry for orders on

every big and small deci-
sion. The national watch-
dog functions with just
553 odd staff. These are
the ones who, apart from
dally functioning, also
firefight situations like
air crashes, traffic conges-
tions, air traffic control
spoofing and the recent
IndiGo situation.
Working with just about
50 per cent of the staff
against (ts sanctioned
strength of 1,630, and lack-
ing technical experts on
its payroll right from the
top, the DGCA is |(ll-
equipped to handle deli-
cate situations in avia-
tion.

“The DGCA is presently
overloaded with increas-
ing work of safety over-

* THE DGCA website in
September posted
vacancies for consul-
tants to work on a one-
year contract in airwor-
thiness and air safety
areas. Besides, there
were 10 vacancies
advertised for deputy
director of operations.

sight, understaffed,
under-equipped and lag-
ging behind in its capaci-
ty and capabilities as a
safety regulator and
hence may compromise
on the safety of the travel-
ling public if not restruc-
tured and strengthened at
the earliest,"” the parlia-
mentary panel headed by

JINUY's Sanjay Jha said in
its report in August 2025,

The DGCA had 794
unfilled wvacancies till
November 30, 2025,
against its sanctioned
strength of 1,630. MoCA
minister K. Ram Mohan
Naidu says by the yearend
they will be able to hire
190. But there is still a lot
of gap. Much of DGCA
work is done by consul-
tants hired for short dura-
tions, sometimes bor-
rowed from other organi-
sations, instead of proper
appointments of technical
experts who can be made
answerable for lapses.

The DGCA website in
September posted vacan-
cles for consultants to
M Tumn to Page 4

DGCA ‘ill-equipped’ to force rules

N Continued from Page 1

work on a one-vear contract in ale
worthiness and air safety areas.
Besides, there were 10 vacancies
advertised for deputy director of
operations and 26 for assistant direc-
tors of airworthiness, and so on.
There are crucial vacancies which
should have been filled in time, As per
sources, lack of autonomy and finan-
cial freedom impedes the DGCA's abil-
ity to attract talent. As a result, sever-
al wvacancies requiring expertise
remain “chronically unfilled”. A par-
liamentary panel even noted that
DGCA cannot hire even a casual
emplovese in case of urgency without
going through the ministry

Another panel noted that unlike its
international  counterparts. the
DGCA remains entirely dependent on
government allocations and proce-
dural controls, making it impossible
to attract and retain the highly skilled
professionals like experienced pilots,
airworthiness inspectors and flight
operations specialists who are essen-
tial for conducting surveillance of the
private aviation industry.

The parliamentary panels have also
noted that the root of the DGCA's
staffing crisis lies in a recruitment
model that is not matched for a mod-
ern, specialised technical regulator.

The MoCA itself agrees that a sig-
nificant number of vacancies are
pending recruitment through the
Union Public Service Commission,
which is a “slow and inflexible”
process resulting in huge delays in
filling critical regulatory positions
that require niche expertise. But the
ministry has no plans to bypass this
system.

“There i3 no antonomy, no authority,
and there are too many bureaucratic
hindrances. Yet, whenever there is a
crisis, the first blame comes to the
DGCA. With this Kind of functioning,

people either lose interest or get
tired,” said a source familiar with the
functioning of the DGCA. There are
also allegations of political interfer-
ence in the day-to-day functioning of
the DGCA.

Interestingly, when 1AS officer
Naseem Zaidi moved as civil aviation
secretary in the ministry after having
served as the director-general of civil
aviation, he initiated the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) Bill in 2013
to give autonomy to the DGCA, People
in the sector say that having served as
the DGCA, Mr Zaidi knew the prob-
lems of the body, which is why he ini-
tiated the law to break free the regula-
tory body from the government's
daily control and make it an inde-
pendent body. However, the bill lapsed
with the fall of the UPA government
and the present NDA government has
not shown any inclination to revive it
in the last 12 years. The joke in the avi
ation sector is that if the DGCA is
made independent, then the MoCA
will have no work to do and it will not
be able to wield power over the air.
lines, particularly ever since Alr
India moved out of its control.

“The challenge is that you are the
word's third largest domestic avia-
tion market, fifth largest global mar-
ket, yet you have no proper machin-
ery. system and structure. These
issues of autonomy come to the fore
during a crisis and then go back. Your
aviation sector has grown multiple
folds with so many aircraft, passen-

rs, and airports. Now it is time to
ave an independent board, like SEBI
and RBI Bring in domain experts for
quick decision-making. The current

DGCA needs major overhauling,”
said sources in MoCA. A set of ques
tions sent to MoCA on the questions
of staff shortage and autonomy to
DGCA remain unanswered at the
time of publishing.
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TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

ndiGo pilots say theyare
overworked. They probablyare.
But that's nothing new. Ever
since commercial aviation
started in the mid-1930s, pilots
have been asking for reduced duty time.

There have been lots of strikes during
this period. More oftén than not, airline
owners and their ements have
had to give in because the cost of a plane
on the ground doing nothing for a long
period is completely unaffordable.

This being so, it is very surprising that
the pilots of IndiGo have never struck
work. They have ar best gone on mass
sick leave.

There are around 5,000 of them and
even if 10 per cent threatened the
management witha proper strike, they'd
get what they wanted. IndiGo has over
400 aircrafr and can't afford to have a
quarter of them sitting on the ground.

Burthe IndiGo story is now old. Only
my two-and-a-half-year-old
granddaughter is yet to express her
views

Like Gautam Gambhir being blamed
for all the ills of Indian cricket, the
management of IndiGo is now the target
of public ire. But as in his case, some of it

is the management’s fault. But alotisn't.

The term “public’ in the IndiGo case is
misleading. Itis minuseule but highly
vocal and entitled upper middle class
which doesn’t have time for other
dysfunctionalities and mismanagement
like, say, of roads or in the railways. Both
are still quite dangerous.

That's why this article is about truck
and train drivers. [ was a consultant for
two decades at the Asian Institute of
Transport Development. So 1 have some
idea of the problems thar they face.

The short point is this: that the
drivers of trucks and locos are doubly
and triply overworked compared to the
pilots. But who gives a damn?

TRUCKERS AND TRAIN DRIVERS
Truck drivers can expect toearn ¥1 lakh
annuallvwhen they start to abour £5
lakh when they retire, usually around 45
years of age. Compare this to the pilots.
They have 12-14 hour working days.
Most of them are barely literate. They
spend a lot of time waiting. They drive in
terrible conditions. Their cabins are not
air conditioned. The trucks mostly don't

have power steering, They have to cope
with overloading by the owners and
completely unruly traffic conditions.
They have to deal mthmrmp[ police
and road transport officials. Their
owners are usually small truck
companies with 3-10 trucks and are very
harsh on the people whowork for them.
There is, obviously, no job security.

The fate of engine drivers isn't much
better. It's nearly identical to truck
drivers. They also suffer froma lot of
physical and mental stress. Their cabins
are horand full of fumes. They tend o be
very lonelyand their resting facilities are

The Indian transport
industry has perfect
competition at one end
(trucking) and a monopoly
at the other (railways).
Airlines lie in the middle
with varving degrees of

oligopoly

Of pilotsand -
her driverse

crude. They also suffer from exhaustion
resulring from working for extra hours
because of staff shortages.

In other words, the lives of ruck and

train drivers are much worse than that of

pilots. But who captures the attention of
the government and the media?

THE ECONOMICS OF IT ALL
In the end it all boils down to economics
onthe one hand and commerecial
considerations on the other. The
economics s that the transport industry
has three types of market structure and
the commercial bit is the degree of
technn] intensity.

ian transport industry has
perfect competition at one end
{trucking) and a monopoly at the other
(railways). Airlines lie in the middle with
varying degrees of oligopoly.

Perfect competition means that there
are virrually no barriers to entryand
exit. It also means each firm is a price
taker. This makes a huge difference to
operations.

Monopoly means that there isonly
one producing firm. Itcan set its own

o .:-ﬂ

No one tajlq abuﬁt

© drivers

prices by restricting output.
Paradoxically, in India, it has been the
other way around: Indian Railways keep
prices lowand expand output. We have
to thank democracy for that,

Oligopoly means there are a few firms
that compete on volumes rather than
margins. They also follow a revenue
maximisation model rather than a profit
maximising one. This is an exaomple of
Ramsey pricing. You can google it.

So here's the problem: all these
segments can achieve their goals if, and
only if, they flog their labour by keeping
the capital-labour ratio in the firm high
That is, the amount of labour pera given
amount of capital is much less than what
it should be.

Soregardless of whether it's rucking
or railways or airlines there isalwaysa
shortage of those who operate the
trucks, locomotives and planes.
Exhausted drivers and pilots are
inherent to transport. That is, high
capital labour ratios. It's simply the
nature of the beast that those who drive
will continue to be overworked and
exhausted.
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Adani Group plans heliport, hub for air taxis at Navi Mumbai

Anluh Phadnls
bl
Passen will now be able

tis ride i helicopters and air
taxis toffrom Navi Mumbai
airpart.

Adani Group plans to
|Lr.'w||.1p a In'lipurl and vertl-
portat Navi Mumbai for con-
nectivity with other parts of
Murmhai and Pume. This will
be independent of the Navdi
Mumbai adrport and will not
impact flight  operations

there, Aduni Grouip Director
{ai 3 Jeet Adani told
o 'pe‘m.l
It s bearat vhat the Adasi
Growp has soisght a two hee-
tare plot from City and In-
dustrial Development Cor-
pamtion  (CIDCO)  far
developiig & heliport amd
vertiport at Niwi Mombad.
The proposal is being con-
sidered by CIDC0,

HELICOPTER CORRIT-OR
Pune-Mumbai & 3 very busy
helicopter  corrider  with

around 20-30 daily Aights o
Ty or Mahaloeni mee
coirse helipads.

Ar present, the eorridor
crogses over Mavi Mumbai
airport, The Airport Author-
ity of India los now de-
u'lu-pudu:]turmu n.lﬂl.:juul.mh:cl
h':,'paus & mrport
will come imo effect from
Wiednesday.

A standard ¢ ing pro-
cedure oo I:'Lplm'be“ui.:*;ru-
pared for belicopter opera-
tioms between Mumbai and
Pune. Indistry executives

sy development af a beli-
port pear Mavi Mumbai air-
port will definitely benefit
corperates and busioess per-
sons from Pune. &
“Paks ers taking off or
im.ilnm;ﬁnn “u;f}m iir-
would be able to avail
|.1|.'¢|p|!|.r services o vird-
o Jocations i Maharssera
To make it fexsible and re-
disce road ravel, a dedicated
road could be earmarked for
exclusive access to heliport
from the Navi Mumbai air-
port. This will make com-

mute easier and encourage
helicopter  charter  opers-
tions lor bissiness and tour-
i pusposes” said Capeakn
witin Welds, a hr:l.impl:r
pilat.

DGCA FRAMEWORK

The Directorate General of
Civil Asfation is Ll:'w:|upcir.|ﬁ a
Framework for integration of
eVTOLE (electric  wertical
talkee aff and landing aircraft)
or gir taxis imto civilian air-

- 3
EP‘;; 2023, InterGlobe En-

terpriges had ted up with
Archer Enterprises o lounch
elevtric air taxis in India.

Firms sich as ePlane
Company and Sarks Aviation
banve mansdactir-
i.rl.gc‘-'T'D[ﬂ:in]rl.il'n.

Globally, demoastration
and test flights of éVTOLs
are being carried out bur
these are not in commencial
wervice vel For insance,
Joby Aviation and Dubui's
Road and Transport Awthaor-
ey carried out @ crewed adr
taxi Aighe last month.
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Air India’s Maharaja Collection
Jinds permanent home at Red Fort

VEENU SANDHU
New Delhi, 21 December

A defining slice of Air India’s
cultural legacy has found a
permanent public home at
New Delhi’s Red Fort,

where the National Gallery
of Modern Art (NGMA) has
opened two new galleries to
house the airline’s historic
art collection put together
over 80-odd years.

While the galleries were
inaugurated on December 5,
during a Unesco meeting on
safeguarding intangible
cultural heritage, they will be
thrown open to the public on
Tuesday, December 23. But
before that, on Monday, when
Red Fort is closed to visitors, a
special event will be held for
the living artists whose works

Put together by the airline over eight decades, the
collection, which also includes MF Husain’s Horses (1977),
will be open for viewing from Tuesday PHOTO: NGMA

and A2, the galleries bring
together artworks that were
formally transferred to
NGMA in 2023, after Air India
officially returned to the Tata
group in January 2022. One of
the two exhibitions, titled

The selection includes 184
artworks, spanning painting,
sculpture, graphic prints,
ceramics, and design objects,
and reflects the breadth of
Air India’s patronage. Major
modernists such as VS

alongside works by artists
including Jeram Patel,
GR Santosh, Shanti Dave,
SG Vasudey, Anjolie Ela
Menon, and Jitish Kallat.
“Beyond modern and
contemporary Indian art, the
collection has classical works,
textiles, miniatures, and folk
art,” says NGMA Director
General Sanjeev Kishor
Goutam. “The galleries are
NGMA's extension. The aim
of housing the collection at
Red Fort was to put it in the
public domain and make
it accessible to a larger
audience, given the number
of tourists the Unesco World
Heritage Site attracts.” The
Shah Jahan-era fort is the
fourth-most visited
destination among domestic
tourists and ninth among

A-1's Maharaja Collection
finds homeat Red Fort

are part of the Air India “Wings of Modernity”, Gaitonde, MF Husain, SH foreigners. Within Delhi, it is
Maharaja Collection. presents a sweeping view of Raza, KH Ara, B Prabha, NS the second-most visited —
Housed in two restored Indian art from the mid-20th ~ Bendre, Aparna Caur, and Qutub Minar being the first.

British-era barracks, called A1 century onward. Manu Parekh are represented Turn to Page 6 p
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Facts arcbceing
misrepresented: A-1
Express pilot’s lawycer

The lawyer of Captain Virender Sejwal, who
was involved in an altercation with a passen-
ger at the Delhi airport, on Sunday said the
incident was resolved in the presence of CISF
officials at the airport and claimed the facts
were being misrepresented. Air India Express
will set up an externalcommittee nextweek to
inquire intotheincident wherein the off-duty
captain assaulted a passenger, souirces said.
Soon after the incident, the airline suspended
the pilot. Sources told PTIthat a show cause
notice has also been served to him seeking an
explanation. The passenger, Ankit Dewan, on
Friday, shared hisexperience inasocial media
post, along with a photoshowing blood on his
face after the altercation. PTI
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Passenger allegedly
beaten by Al pilot

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 20

Spicedet passenger has
accused an Air India
Express pilot of assault-
ing him following a dis-
pute over allegedly cut-
ting the boarding gueue
at Indira Gandhi
International Airport's
Terminal 1 in an inci-
dent that has trig-
gered widespread
attention on social
media. The passen-
ger, Ankit Dewan,
took to X, sharing a
photograph showing
blood on his face.

He claimed that the inci-
dent unfolded in front of
his seven-vear-old daugh-
ter, who, he said, has been
deeply traumatised after
witnessing the
attack.Tagging the Delhi
Police on social media,

Dewan questioned why
he could not register a
complaint after returning
from his trip.

“Why can't I file a com-
plaint after coming back?
Must [ sacrifice my
money too, to seek jus-
tice? Will the CCTV
footage disappear in the
next two days till 1 make
it back to Delhi?” he
asked. The Delhi
Police, however,

claimed that no

formal complaint

had been received

in connection with
the incident.

“The matter has come to
the knowledge of the
police through a social
media post. Whenever a
written complaint s
received by the victim in
this regard, appropriate
legal action will be
taken,” the police said.
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CAPACITY GROWTH FORECAST REVISED DOWNWARDS

IndiGo may delay
expansion

global

® Pilot shortages,
regulatoryaction
lead to rethinlk

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Hew Delhi, Decomber 21

INDIGO IS LIKELY o defer
parts of its International
expanslon plan as i grapples
with a pemistent pilot shorage
and  increased n-gul.ﬂurp
scrutiny following the reocent
spate of flight cancellations,
according to sources aware of
the alrline's plans.

ThecouniTy slargest carmicr
had earlior planned o add five
newinternational destinations
o iis direct network by the end
of March ]l]]t‘r.'l'hlm!ﬂmu are
now likely to be pushed to
around july-August, after the
airlinesrengthensitspilot ros
terand stabilises operations,
sources sakd.

OPERATIONAL STRAIN

mThe airline had | @ Those plans
planned adding | are now likely
5 new fareign to be pushed
destinationsby | toaround
Mareh 2024 July-August

Mans tolaunch direct flights
o European cities such as Faris,
Brussel andBirmingham bythe
end of the current fiscal, have
been put on hold. The focus,
soiroes said has shiftedto ermis -
ing adequat e coew availability so
that operational disniptoms an
one part of the network do not
cuscade across domestic and
intemational servioes.

Alongside this, IndiGo ks
looking to build greater flexdbil
Ityino bis netwad planning foe
the nextfinancial year, al lowing
It to respond more effectively to
IJFK‘I‘.lli‘IIhﬂ.I.'lL.1BEII.Ht‘!.'iI.I|:|'I as
afrcraft-on-ground slituations,
pilot shortages and weather-

related defays.

Continved on Page 5

IndiGo may delay global expansion

EMAILS SENT TO IndiGo seek-
Ing eomment did not elieit a
responsetillthe imeof poingto

the press The recalibration of

imtemational ambitions comes
evenas IndiGo emerged as the
omitry sl arpestairtine by inter

national passengertmificin the
|uly-September 2025 quarter,
for the first time. During the
quarter, the airdlme carmexd 4,13
million global passengems, mar-
ginally ahead of the combined
Afr India and Afr India Express
netwerk, which tmnsporied
4.1 1 milkon passengerns,acoord

ingtodata from DGCA

IndiGo had set feseli a target
of opemting direct flights to 50
global destinations from India
by the end of the cument fiscal.
[t cnrvently Mies directly to 45
intermational  destinations
acress 30 countes,

To support s long-haul
push, theairline hasentend into
adampleasearmngementwith
NomeAdantic Aboways Under
this, four Bosing THR7-9 alreraft
arecurrenthy deployed on Eumo
pean roules, with two mons

expecied tojoin the floct. IndiGo

isalso slated to reocive s first
Alrbus A33 1 X Rabreraftin)an-
uary 2026, which it plans to
deploy on direst services from
[helhi and Mumbai to Athens.

However, opemthional pres-
sures hawe intensificd i recent
weeks. Earlier this month, the
covil aviatomn mun sty directed
IndiGo to cutits overall fiying
schedule h!.' 1005 a frer m-.'l:rl'!,'
4,000 flights were cncelled
betwesn December 3 amd
Drecember 9. OF these, around
BOD were Intermatinal I!'|.iH| iks,
as por DGCA data
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Festive season sparks fare
turbulence on Goa flights

B ROUTE TRENDS MIRROR LAST YEAR WITH HIGHER PEAKS

B TRAIN SERVICES ALSO RUNNING AT FULL CAPACITY

THEGOAN | NETWORK

PANAJI

As Goa enters its Christ-
mas-New Year peak, airfares
from major Indian cities are
rising sharply in the days
leading up to Christmas, be-
fore softening again towards
New Years Eve -- pattern
that broadly mimors last year,
though with steeper spikes on
select routes and wider daily
swings.

A comparison of fares for
December 21 to 31 shows that
Goa remains relatively acces-
sible from nearby metros such
as Mumbai and Bengaluru,
while travellers from northern
and rival leisure destinations
are paving afestive premium.

From Bengaluru, one of
Goa's biggest feeder markets,
fares start at a modest Rs 3,826
on December 21 and dip to Rs
35210n December 22,

The spike begins on De-
cember 23, with prices climb-
ing to Rs 5,172 and peaking
at Rs 6,765 on Christmas Eve.
Christmas Day itself remains

TICKET PRICES

A ROLLERCOASTER RIDE

B BENGALURU-GOA:
Fares startat Rs 3,826 (Dec
21), diptoRs 3,521 (Dec
22), spike to Rs 6,765 (Dec
24), stay high on Christmas
(Rs 5,578), drop on Dec
27-28 Rs3,521), rise again
on Dec30 (Rs 6,184), and
ease on Dec 31 (Rs 3,521)
B NEW DELHI-GOA:
Prices stay elevated, from
Rs 7,114 (Dec 22) to a peak

expensive at Rs 5,978,

The post-Christmas dip is
brief. While fares fall back to
Rs 3,521 on December 27 and
28, they rise again to Rs 6,184
on December 30 before easing
to Fs 3,521 on December 31,

Last vear, Bengalum-Goa
tickets hovered between Rs
4000 and Bs 7,500 around
Christmas but plunged to as

of Rs 8,834 (Dec 24); Decya
fares areRs 6,180, slightly
lower than last year

B MUMBAI-GOA: Most
price-sensitive route; fares
begin atRs 3,675 (Dec

21}, cross Rs 5,900 (Dec
23-24), fluctuate through

low as Rs 2,250 on New Year's
Eve.

From New Delhi, fares re-
main elevated throughout
the period. Prices range from
Rs 7.114 on December 22 1o a
peak of Rs 8,834 on December
24, Even on December 31, tick
ets cost Rs 6,180 — slightly less
than last year's New Year's
Eve average of about Rs 6,500,

theweek, and drop fo Rs
3,525 (Dec31)

B JAIPUR-GOA: Costliest
route; fares cross Rs 11,000
(Dec 21), nearRs 12,000
(Dec 28), peak atRs 13,598
{Dec30); cheapest isRs
6,817 (Dec 22).

Mumbaicontinues to be the
maost price-sensitive route as
fares open at Rs 3,675 on De-
cember 21, surge past Rs 5,900
on December 23 and 24, and
then fluctuate through the
week, December 31 tickets are
available at Bs 3,525, which is
close to last vear's rock-bot-
tom rates of under Rs 3,000,

From Jaipur -- a rival lei-

sure and high-end travel des-
tination -- fares o Goa are
the steepest. Prices cross Rs
i1,000 on December 21, rise
to nearly Bs 12,000 on Decem-
ber 28, and touch a high of Rs
13,568 on December 30. Even
the cheapest day, December
22, costs Bs 6,817,

In 2024, long-haul domestic
routes w Goa largely stayved
within the Bs 7,000-Rs 10,000
range during Christmas week.
This year's Jaipur fares indi-
cate both limited capacity and
a willingness among travel-
lers to pay more for Goa's year-
end pull.

Train services to Goa are
also running at full capacity,
with most ckets on waiting
lists carrying less than a 5o
percent chance of confirma-
tion, indicating heavy fes-
tive-season demand.

Meanwhile, the Goa Po-
lice, including the Traffic Po-
lice, have devised a compre-
hensive stralegy 0 manage
crowds during the peak festive
period, particularly along the
coastal belt.,
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Cold wave, dense fog grip state; flights disrupted

20 districts to experience very dense to moderate fog

OUR STAFF REPORTER

BHOPAL
—

Madhya Pradesh remained in
the grip of a cold wave on Sat-
urday as dense fog prevailed
across several regions, disrupt-
ing flight operations. Ban-
galore-Bhopal-Banglore flight
wascancelled at Raja Bhoj Air-
port. The fog cover since
morning has resulted in poor
visibility on roads and streets.

West Madhya Pradesh
specially experienced cold
wave conditions along with
dense fog due to Western Dis-
turbances bringing intense
winter weather. Impact of the
Cold Wave prevailed in In-
dore, Kalyanpur (Shahdol),
Seoni districts. Cold Day pre-

f-l‘?‘

vailed in Umaria, Kalvanpur
and (Shahdol) districts in the
last 24 hours, Cold wave-like
condition is due t© western
disturbance, according to tera-
tological department officials.

Orange alert has been is-
sued for Very Dense Fog in
Gwalior, Datia, Morena, Sin-
grauli, Sidhi, Rews, Mauganj.
Similarly, dense fog is likely in

Cities temp'C Bhopal 62
Shahdal 28 Chhindwara 68
Umaria 43 Raisen 6.8
Anuppur 48 Datia 71
Pachmarhi 52 Satna 71
Rajgarh 54 Mandla 73
Rewa 55 _|:Pamoh’ 74
Indore 56 | Khajuraho 74
Malanjkhand 56 Khajuraho 74
Nowgong 61 Betul 75

Bhind, Satna, Panna, Chhatar-
pur, Tikamgarh, Niwari. Mod-
erate Fog At Isolated Places
Shahdol, Umaria, Damoh,
Katni, Jabalpur, Maihar

Cold Wave At Isolated
Flaces Indore.

At the temperature front,
Bhopal recorded day tempera-
ture (maximum temperature)

25.3 degrees Celsius while it
recorded 6.2 degrees Celsius
night temperature(mininum
temperature) which was 4.1
degrees below normal. Indore
recorded 271 degrees day tem-
perature while it recorded
night tem perature 56 degrees
Celsius which was 5. degrees
below normal.
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Air India issues notice to pilot
in passenger assault incident

Air India Express will set up an external
committee next week to inquire into the incident
of one of its off-duty captain assaulting a
passenger at the Delhi airport on Friday, sources
said. Soon after the incident, the Tata
Group-owned airline suspended the pilot and the
sources said a show-cause notice had also been
served on him seeking an explanation. The
proceedings are being carried under the labour
laws as a pilot comes under the workmen
category. The incident occurred at Terminal 1 of
the Delhi airport. On Saturday, the Civil Aviation
Ministry said it has taken serious cognisance of
the incident and directed the airline to ground
the pilot with immediate effect. en




AIF?PUH TSAUT HGH!T‘!’ (_?F iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS DELHT 22 DECEMBER 2025

AIR INDIA EXPRESS PILOT ON CONFRONTATION AT DELHI AIRPORT

‘Incident misrepresented on social

media as pllot—passenger dispute’

Express News Service
New Delhi, December 21

ADAY after the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) ordered a for-
mal investigation into the al-
leged assault of a passenger by
an off-duty Air India Express
pilotat Delhi airport’s Terminal
1, the pilot, Virender Sejwal, on
Sunday claimed that the inci-
dent had been “misrepre-
sented” on social media, “un-
fairly projecting it as a *pilot vs
passenger’ dispute”.

The altercation was a
“purely personal matter be-
tween two passengers” and had
“no connection whatsoever”
with his professional responsi-
bilities, the pilot underlined in
a statement issued by his law-
yer on his behalf.

The passenger, Ankit
Dewan, had earlier alleged on
social media that during the se-
curity check for his SpiceJet
flight on December 19, he and
his family members, including
a four-month-old baby, were
guided to use the security
check meant for staff and per-
sonswith reduced mobility. He
said he had an argument with
Sejwal, who was among airline
staff members cutting the

Ascreengrab of the video
shows Air India Express pilot
Virender Sejwal.

CREDIT: X /ANKITOEWAN

queue, after which the pilot as-
saulted him and left him in-
jured.

Following the incident, the
MoCA ordered a formal in-
quiry, directed Air India Ex-
press to ground the pilot with
immediate effect and sought
reports from the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security and the Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force
(CIS). Air India Express said it
had removed Sejwal from offi-
cial duties, pending investiga-
tion, and would take disciplin-
ary action based on the
findings.

However, in a statement,
Sejwal on Sunday alleged that
Dewan verbally abused him
without provocation and con-

tinued using “abusive, degrad-
ing and threatening language”
even after being asked to stop.
The statement also claimed
that “casteist remarks were
made against Capt Sejwal, and
absolutely unfathomable
threats were made to female
members of his family includ-
ing a child”. As per the state-
ment, the social media por-
trayal was “one-sided”.

“The situation escalated
into a physical altercation in
which Captain Sejwal was also
hurt; he also sustained injuries
during the scuffle. CISF person-
nel intervened promptly, re-
peatedly told Mr Dewan to
calm down and stop abusing,
yet he refused to relent and
continued his misconduct in
their presence,” it read.

The statement added, “The
incident between the two pas-
sengers was resolved in the
presence of CISF officialsat the
airport. Both parties “volun-
tarily signed a statement, con-
firming that they did not wish
to pursue any legal action.
Contraryto misleading claims,
Mr. Ankit Dewan signed will-
ingly—therewas nocoercionor
pressure involved.”

In a series of posts on X

Dewan on Friday shared
images showing injuries on his
face and alleged that the CISF
personnel failed to act
promptly. He also alleged that
he was forced to write a letter
stating that he will not pursue
this matter further. He claimed
he had only two options - filea
complaint and miss the flight,
which would have wasted Rs1.2
lakh that he and his family had
spent on their holiday book-
ings; or continue with his jour-
ney along with his family.

In one of the posts, Dewan
wrote, “@DelhiPolice, why
can't I file a complaint after
coming back? Must I sacrifice
my money too, 1o seek justice?
Will the CCTV footage disap-
pear in the 2 days till I make it
back to Delhi?”

The CISF, however, rejected
allegations of inaction, saying
its personnel intervened im-
mediately, separated the two
individuals and arranged
medical assistance. It also said
Dewan wasadvised to file a for-
mal complaint but declined to
do so at the airport, recording
this in writing.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Police
said it has not yet received a
complaint vet.
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DGCA grapples with
technical void at top

¥
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IndiGo crisis exposes technical void at DGCA's highest levels
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Air India Express to set up external
mquiry panel to probe IGIA assault

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Air India
Express will set up an external
committee next week Lo inguire
into the incident of one of its
off-duty captain assaulting a
passenger at the Delhi airport
on Friday, sources said.

Soon after the incident
on Friday, the Tata Group-
owned airine suspended the
pilol. Aceording to sources,
a show cause notice has also
been served 1o him seeking an
explanation.

The proceedings are being
carried under the labour laws
as a pilot comes under the
workmen category. An exter-
nal ingquiry committes will set
up next week to probe the inci-
dent, the sources said.

The incident occurred at
Terminal 1 (T1) of the Delhi
airport on Friday.

The passenger Ankit
Dewan, on Friday, shared his
experience in a social media
post, along with a photo
showing blood on his face
after the altercation. He also
shared a photo of the pilot
Virender Sejwal

K _—_:_ .__.. E‘ﬁhﬂi‘ﬁa Aden l_l [T

“ Civil aviation

ministry has taken
serious cognizance
of the incident and
directed the airline to

ground the pilot with
immediate eHarr,,

On Saturday, the civil avia-
Hon ministry said it has taken
serious cognizance of the ind-
dent and directed the airline to
ground the pilot with immedi-
ate effect.

“A formal enquiry has been
ordered. Detailed reports have
been sought from BCAS and
CISE the ministry had said in
a post on X in a response to a

post by Dewan.

In a statement on Fri-
day, Air India Express said it
is aware of an incident at the
Delhi atrport involving one of
its employees, who was travel-
ling as a passenger on another
airline, and had an altercation
with another passenger.

“We unequivocally con-
demn such behaviour. The
employee concerned has been
removed from official duties
with immediate effect, pend-
ing investigation.

“Appropriate disciplinary
action will be initiated based
on the findings of the inquiry,”
the airline had said.

Ajr India Express offi-
clals had also contacted the
PasSEnger

Sejwal’s lawyer said the tnei-
dent was resolved in the pres-
ence of CISF officials, with both
parties voluntarily signing a
statement agreeing nol to pur-
sue legal action. The lawyer
claimed social media ris
misrepresented facts and that
threats were made against
Stjh'al'ﬁ t'a.mi].}'. stressing the
matter is personal and unre-

lated to his professional duties.
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110 flights cancelled due to low visibility

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Atotal of 110 flights were can-
celled and over 370 services
delayed due to low-visibility
conditions amid fog at the
Delhi airport on Sunday.

An official said 59 arrivals
and 51 departures were can-
celled at the airport. On the
railway front, over 50 trains
operated by Northern
Railways have been delayed
due to adverse weather con-
ditions and fog.

According to the latest
information available on
flight tracking website
Flightradarz4.Com, more
than 370 flights were delayed
and the average delay time
was around 26 minutes for
departures at the airport.

Palam recorded its lowest
visibility at 300 meires due to
moderate fog between 10
pm and 12.30 am 15T, which
later improved to 600 metres
in shallow fog. East-south-
easterly winds were blowing
at around 7 kmph, the
IMD said.

At Safdarjung, visibility
dropped to its lowest at 200
metres in moderate fog
between 1.30 am and 230 am
IST. It gradually improved to
500 metres in shallow fog by
5.20am IST, according to the
IMD. The IMD further said
that visibility at Palam again

fell to 350 metres, with east-
southeasterly winds at 7
kmph, while shallow fog con-
tinued at Safdarjung with
visibility around 500 metres
and variable winds till 9 am
IST. The weather department
has forecast moderate fog for
Monday with maximum and
minimum temperature
expected to hover around 21
degrees Celsius and 9
degrees Celsius.

In a post on X in the
evening, Delhi airport opera-
tor DIAL said operations are
running smoothly. DIAL oper-
ates the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA),
the country's largest airport
that generally handles
around 1,300 Aights daily.

The Airports Authority of
India [(AAl) issued an adviso-
ry on Sunday, warning that
fog conditions in parts of
northern India are affecting
visibility and may lead to
delays or changes in flight
operations at select airports.

“Fog conditions in parts of
Northern India are affecting
visibility and may lead to
delays or changes in flight
operations at select airports.
Passengers are advised o
check Might updates with
their airlines through official
channels and allow extra
time for airport travel and for-
malities,” AAl's advisory read.

Delhi airport’s passenger

advisory at 10 am on Sunday
said that flight operations at
Indira Gandhi International
[IGI) Airport "continue to be
normal”, but advised pas-
sengers to "consult” with
their respective airlines for
updated flight schedules.
“Operations at Delhi airport
continue to be normal. For
updated fight schedules,
please consult your airfine or
visit the official airport
website. We wish all
passengers a safe and pleas-
ant journey,” the advisory
on X read.

Flight operations have
been disrupted for the past
many days in Delhi and other
airports due to dense fog.

The air quality in the
national Capital was record-
ed in the ‘very poor' catego-
ry on Sunday morning with
an overall Air Quality Index
(AQl) reading of 377, accord-
ing to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).

According to the CPCB's
Sameer app, 16 out of the 40
monitoring stations in the
city reported air quality in the
‘severe’ category, while the
remaining recorded 'very
poor' levels. The minimum
temperature settled ar 9.4
degrees Celsius, 1.3 degrees
above the season's average
whereas the maximum tem-
perature settled at 18.1
degrees Celsius.
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IndiGotoissue 710,000
voucherstostranded
passengersfrom26Dec

AGENCH
New Dethi, 20 December

Indian carrier IndiGoe will
start compensating passen-
gersaffected by widespread
flight cancellations earlier
this month, from nextweek.

Theairine will begin Esuing
travel vouchers worth Rs
10,000 from 26 December
to passengers who were
severely impacted and strnded
at alrports for several hours
on 3, 4. and 5 December,
according o multiple reports,

These vouchers are over
andahove the compensation
of Rs 5000 to Rs 10,000
mandsted undergovernment
norms. The decision was
taken at a high-level review
chnired by Aviation Secretary
Samir Sinha, and the
government hasasked IndiGo
o ensure payments reach
all eligible passengers without
further delay.

A decision was made at
the meeting that payments
should begin within a week
fior passengers who booked
directly through IndiGo's
website, since thelr data Is
already with the airline.

IndiGo was directed to
collect passenger details from
travel agents and ondine travel
agencies and ensure direct
payvments to affected
CUSIOMErS.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation has been
tasked with monitoring the

WHILEINDIGD HAS INITIATED
REFUNDS FOR CANCELLED
FLIGHTS, MANY PASSENGERS
WHO BOOKED THROUGH
ONLINETRAVELAGENCIES
{OTAS) REMAIN UNPAID,
INDICATING COORDINATION
GAPS BETWEEN AIRLINES
AND BOOKING PLATFORMS

successful dispersion of
compensation, and the civil
aviation ministry will monitor
the process through its Alr
Seva grievance porial

While IndiGo has initiated
refunds forcancelled flights,
ey passengers who booked
through Ondine Travel Agendes
(OTAs) remain unpaid,
indicating coordination
gaps between airlines and
onking placiomms, the reports
sald.

MakeMy Triphad processed
refunds worth nearly Bs 10
crore so far after direction
Irom DCGA. even before
recelving payments from
IndiGo, the report said.

IndiGo Chairman Vikeam
Singh Mehita had earlier said
that the airline’s Board will
bring in external technical
experts to work with the
management and identify
the root causes behind last
week's massive [light
dismptions.

He said the experts will
hedpensure that such hipe-scale
aperational fallures
never happen again,
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Why aviation crisis caused ameltdown

SHREY MADAAN

very few years, India gets

a reminder of just how

fragile its aviation

ecosystem really is. This
time, it took a week-long meltdown
at IndiGo a prominent airline service,
hundreds of cancellations. airports
reduced to holding zones for luggage,
and passengers stranded across
the country, to expose a truth
policymakers prefer to ignore: when
a major chunk of the market is
controlled by just two airlines, one
company’s internal crisis becomes
a national emergency.

IndiGo's shortage of pilots, triggered
by the rollout of long-delayed
fatigue-management rules, should
have disrupted one airline. Instead,
it paralysed India’s entire aviation
network. Fares shot up to
Rs40,000-80,000, refunds lagged
for days, and alternative carriers
simply didn't have the capacity to
absorb the shock. In a competitive
market, passengers would have
options. In India’s duopolistic one,
they had none.

The fatigue rules themselves were
not the villain. Pilot exhaustion is
a well-documented safety threat
globally, and aligning India’s Flight
Duty Time Limitations (FDTL) with
international norms is long overdue.
But the transition was mishandled
on every side. Regulators announced
the rules almost two years ago,

then delayed and re-delayed their
enforcement, only to push through
implementation abruptly, leaving
airlines scrambling. IndiGo, famous
for tight turnarounds and a
“lean-staffing” model, underestimated
how many additional pilots it
needed. The regulator underestimated
how quickly a brittle system can
collapse.

This combination, poor planning
meets a market with almost no
buffers, is why passengers ended
up paying the price. What's missing
from the conversation is the structural
cause: India’s aviation sector lacks
depth. When just two airlines,
IndiGo and Air India, hold over 90
per cent of market share, the entire
system depends on their ability to
function flawlessly. No modern
industry should operate on this
kind of razor's edge. The German
aviation sector didn't collapse when
Lufthansa suffered an IT system
outage. The US doesn’t grind to a
halt when Delta faces a staffing
shortfall. In those markets, multiple
players create resilience. In India,
passengers face a system where
when “one airline falters, everyone
suffers.”

And consumers suffered immensely.
People missed job interviews, medical
appointments and weddings. Some
reached airports at dawn only to
discover their flights cancelled with
no SMS alert. Refunds trickled in
only after government orders.

A country aiming to become the
world’s third largest aviation market
cannot operate with outdated
passenger protection norms. India
needs a clear and enforceable Air
Passenger Bill of Rights, one that
guarantees automatic funds, timely
alerts and fair compensation for
last minute cancellations, without
burdening airlines under knee-jerk
regulations.

But consumer rights alone won't
[ix amarket with too little competition.
For genuine resilience, India must
remove barriers that make it hard
for new airlines to scale: high ATF

taxes that erode margins, slot
allocation policies that reward
incumbents, and regulatory
unpredictability that discourages
investment. The government says
India has room for five major
airlines. That won't happen without
policy reforms that make market
entry easier and ensure a level

playing field.
IndiGo's crisis wasn't just about
fatigue rules or rostering

miscalculations. It was a stress test
for the entire sector, and the system
failed. India’s aviation future depends
onembracing what every competitive,

consumer-friendly market eventually
learns: choice is stability. The more
plavers in the sky, the fewer passengers
will ever be stranded because one
airline miscalculated.

If India wants a resilient aviation
ecosystem, it must stop firefighting
and start enabling competition.
The skies need more carriers, more
capacity, and more consumer choice,
Otherwise, this won't be the last
time passengers pay for a crisis
they didn't create.

(The writer is Indian Policy Associate, Consumer
Chopice Center.)
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Flyer assaulted by off-duty pilot

AMIYA KUMAR
KLUSHWAHA

New Delhi: An off-duty Alr
India Express pllot allagadly
assaulted A passenger at Dalll
alrport on Friday, prompting
the alrling to suspend him
pending investgation.

The civil aviation ministry
has taken cognisance of thein-
cident and divected the airiine
o ground the pilot with mme-
diate effect. The ministry has
dlso initiated an inguiry and
sought a detailed report from
the Burean of Civil Aviation
Security and the Central In-
dusirial Security Force,

The incident cocarred dur-
Ing the security check at the
alrport when the passenger,
Ankit Dewan, obfectod to Alr
India Express capeain Viren-
der Selwal Jumplng the quese

Acvording to Dewan's so-
elpl media post, the pllot called
him “arpodh (unedocated)”

Ankit Dewin, who was allegedly sssanlied by off-duty
Adr India Expross pilol Virender Sejwal (right)at
the Delhi airport. (@ankitdesanX via PTT)

for not reading the stgns that
sald the entry was meant only
for staff members.

Dewan said he and his
family were allowed to use
the securlty check that the
staff uses becauss they had
4 four-month-old baby In a
strofler, “The staffl was cutting
the quene ahead of me, On
calling them out, Capt. Viren-
der, who himself was dolng

the same thing, asked me1f |
‘was anpadh (uneducsted), and
couldn'l read the signs that
sald this entry was for staff,”
Drewan posted on X.

He sald that a squabble
broke out and the pllot physl-
cally assaulted him, He posted
Pletures showing his bloodied
face and that of the accused
pilot.

Diewean, who was able to

cateh his fllght, sald his holl-
day had been rulned.

*1 have no clue how DGCA
& Alr Indlia EXpress can allow
such pilots to fly. If they can't
ksep their cool In A scufile, can
they be trusted with the lives
of hundreds of peaple In the
sky?" he said. *1 was forced
to write a letter stating that
I will not pursue this matter
further... It was etther write
that letter, or miss my flight
and throw the 1.2 lakhs holi-
day bookings down the drain.
Delhi Police, why can't ] file a
complaint after coming back?
Must I sacrifice my money too,
to seek justice? Wil the CCTV
footage disappear in the 2 days
till T make it back to Delhi?™ he

posted,

The Alr Indla Express
spokesperson sald the pilot
had been removed from duty
and disciplinary action would
he Initiated hased on the find-
Ings of the Ingulry,
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SANJAY MANDAL,
DEBRAJ MITRA AND
SAMARPIULA BANERJEE

Caleutta: The turmoll In
Bangladesh has caused a
sharp rise In alrfares for
flights from Calcutta o Dhaka,
with a conslderable number
of people seaking to retiirn
home According m officlals at
thie &lrport and tour operators,
fllghts Detwesn these two 10
tions are fully bookad,

Tour operators sald the
AVErAZE One-Way fare betwaen
Caleutta and Dhaka for Sun-
day and Monday was showing
more than £16,000 cn Samrday
evening. The average one-way
fare on the route 15 #8 000, sayd
(o operators and atriine offi-
clals.

InMGo 18 operating an
Afrbus A320 between Calcut-
ta and Dhaka on Sunday. The
atrcraft has 180 seats. On Sat-
urday evening, only one seat
was left on the Hight. It came
at neardy 416,000, sources satd.

On Monday, the atrline will
operate an Airbus A3H Neo, a
186-seater aircrafl. “The Mght

is full. The last ticket sold at
aroursd F17,000," sald a source.
The US-Bangla fllghts are
alsogolng ull. Theatrilne now
operates three fllghts a week.
“There 15 & rush among
Bangladeshls In Calcutta to
return home, Tndians in Bang-
ladesh also want to come ek
A5 500N A5 possible” sald an
officlal of an alfine
Blman Bangladesh 15 op-
srating one Aght dally, which
15 also full at the moment, sc-
conilng foalrpart Sourees.
“Many Bangladeshis in
India want to cut their stay
shaort and push forward thelr
tickets becanse of the turmsll
Many Indians in Bangladesh
are coming back. The fiares are
liksly to remain high for the
next few days. Once the travel
dermanid substdes, the fare will
come down,” sald Anil Pun-
Jabl, chairman of the Travel
Apgents Foderatlon of India
(TAFT), castorn reghon.
Asibul Islam, 27, was
among those who cut thelr rip
short, Islam, who halls from
Bandarban in Chittagong.
now lives in Dhaka, where

Tourists from Bangladesh who were staying in hotels in the
Marquis Sireet area board a car to go to the Caleutia airport
on Saturday afternoon. Picture by Bishwarp Duita

he studies business manage-
ment. He came to Caleutta for
madical reasons on Decem-
ber 11. His appointments at
a south Calcutta hosplial are
done with.

“1 was supposed to stay for
another week becanse 1 had
some work and also wanted
to do some festive shopping
for my family members. But
my parents citllod on Wednes-
day and sabd they wanted me
back as soon as possible,”

Aaid Islam.

The same day, he booked
an air ticket for 10,000, =1
came on a ticket that cost
25,000.7 saa Islam, who suf-
fers from a lgament problem
in his right leg.

Islam was staving at a
hotel on Marquis Street and
was walting for an app cab on
Saturday afterncon to go to
the alrport when Metro met
him. He has to take a irain
from Dhaka (o his hometowr.

“The journey 15 scendc, But 1
saw videos of violent Nare-ups
along the same route. They are
scary,” sald Islam.

Ariful Islam, 33, a resdent
of Dhaka, was In Calcutta
with his wife, also for medical
reasons, They want to return
as early as possible. “*But
tWo tickets will cost close th
F40,000. Tt 15 way too much,"”
sald Tslam, who runs a trav-
el ageney himself, He bought
Wi tlchers omn a bus that leaves
Caleutta on Sunday morning.
The tlckets cost him 7,000,

“We want to return 4s soon
a8 possihle because we Know
af more than one friend who
got stranded In India when
the unrest first began tn Bang-
ladesh in Auwgnst 2024," sald
Asha, Ariful's wife.

The couple lves tn the
Shonir Akhra netghbourhood
n Dhaka. “1n August 2024, the
streots were burning. Black-
ouls would last more than 12
hours. There was a complete
shutdown on the Internet,
and we were confined to our
homes, often hearing gun-
shots outside. 1 don't know

what to expect this time,” she
sald.

‘Souvik Mazumdar, 52, who
Ianded In Calcutta on Satur-
day on a Bilman Bangladesh
flight, did not have o pay exira
beciiuse the tieket was hoaked
well In advance, Mazumdar
works ln the pharmaceutical
sector and wias In Caleutth on
& sthedulad work trip.

“Tt 15 a rellef 10 be back
hiome now when the stituation
in Bangladesh 15 so tense, 1
hitve been regliding In Bangla-
fash for 23 vears. For the past
vear, the country has been
wltnessing lawlessness. It 15
mich safer to be homs [ have
oome here for work, but 1 have
0 et to Bangladesh after a
week. My family 1= waorried,”
hesald.

Mazumdar also sald that
on Thursday night, while re-
turning from his office, he saw
a mob heading towards the
Frothom Ao office.

“I saw a mob heading to-
wards the Prothom Alp news-
paper office. Later, 1 found
out thai it was set on fire," he
sald.
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Pilot alleges casteist
remarks, threat to kin

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Air India Express Captain Virender Sejwal,
who gotinto abrawl with a passenger, Ankit Dewan, at Del-
hi airport’s Terminal 1 last Friday, has accused the latter
of making “casteist remarks” and issuing “absolutely un-
fathomable threats to female members of hisfamily, inclu-
dingachild.”

Inastatement on the pilot's behalf on Sunday, hisadvoca-
te Sonali Karwasra Joon said: “Ankit Dewan initiated the
confrontation by verbally abusing Captain Sejwal without
provocation and continued using abusive, degrading and
threatening language even after being asked to stop. The si-
tuation escalated into a physical altercation in which Capt
Sejwal was also hurt. He also sustained injuries during the
scuffle. CISF personnel intervened promptly, repeatedly told
Dewan to calm down and stop abusing, yet he refused to re-
lent and continued his misconduct in their presence.”

“The incident between the two was resolved in the pre-
sence of CISF officials.... Both parties ‘voluntarily signed
a statement’ confirming that they did not wish to pursue
anylegal action. Contrary to misleading claims, Ankit De-
wan signed willingly — there was no coercion or pressure
involved.... Allegations of any force or bias against CISF
are incorrect and unfounded,” the lawvyer's statement ad-
ded. The captain, grounded by Al Express pendinga probe,
“has full faith in authorities that he will not be denied jus-
tice and the incident will be looked at impartially, conside-
ring all facts and without the overbearing social media
narrative,” the statement said.

Captain Sejwal was travelling as a passenger and “was
not on flight duty, nor was the incident connected in any
manner to his professional responsibilities,” it added.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHT

22 DECEMBEER 2025

From March 1, Al to
stop non-stops to SF
from Mum, B'luru

Hithya Mandyam
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Adr Iodia will
discontinue non-stop  San
Francisco  services from
Bengalwru  and  Mimmhai
firom March 1 citing sirerst
deployiment challenges and
higher costs due to alrspacs
resiriciione. The mave has
triggered confusion  snd
EOTICOTT AMONE PRSATRTs
from the two cities who have
made bonkings, particutar
Ivior trovel beyonid Feb 28,
‘The Tatas-owned airline
will however scale up its
services rom Delhi o San
Francisco and Toronto to 10
Mights a wessd, Whils (ha ex-
panded Delhi services are
el 1o absor some of
the displaced demand, with
Arawal of direct comnmect ivi-
tv from Bengmiuru ond
Mumlai i Hinly 1y Nt
nience toch i
and husiness travellers who
rely hemvily on nonestop
Vimles dio the TT8 Wesst Coast.
“The akline hias macde
changes o its North Amerk
ca schedile 0 bemer deploy
capacity and manage rising
vosts linked to ongoing air
space restrictions,” an Al
spokesperson told TOL In
creass in Dolhl-San Francis.
co and Delhi Toronto flights
areapart of the pejig.
Passengors affected by
withdrawal of Bengaluru-
San Francisco and Mum
Bai-San Franclsco rouies
Wil e re-accomamodated on
alternathve services or of-
fered full refunds, Al indi

|___

The airfine will, however, scale
up its services from Dedhi to
San Francisco and Toronto

citted the two servicescould
he restoved Taler. "Air Tndia
will seek to relnstate non-
#op service from Fengal-
ru anel Mumbal should air-
spracaresirietlonsease, " ha
spolespersan sald,

The words failed o al-
Loy worries. 1 hove Hights
bonked on RLR-SFO (with
return) in May and DEL
SFO (with return) on May
26 What doldo™ a passen
gerwroieon X

Dthers questioned the
ratiomale Behind the move,
noting Bengalure-San Fri-
meison route is largely oper-
atel using Boeing's long
r|i'|“u| TT-AER  alrersadt

“We booked months ago to
vode last-minute ha |ss|.-g

K, ewn’ﬂmm is

tain,” said Nakul Plrlhn a

Bmualurui}msl.ﬂluchn:
Another Mlyer posted: 1

hanve fumily travel planned
for May. What happens o
GAIr Felurn thielets?™ An Al
offickal said they will reach
ot to affected Nyers,
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Notenough pilots, no newinstitution on
cards — aviation crisis likely to worsen

Only40 DGCﬂrapprwed flying training institutes for 62 bases | 8K pilots for 834 aircraft

SHEKHAR SINGH

FRENEINE SEW L ARIVIE]

NEW DUELHT, DECEMBER 21
Indin's aviation soctor is
soaring on ambition, orders
and expansion plans, bul
behind the glossy growth sto-
ry lies an uncomfortable
truth, the country is fast nin-
ning oul of trained people to
flv and manage its aroaft.

As airlines prepare for one
of the krgest fleet expansions
in the world, official disdo-
sures and ministenal warn-
ings point o o syslem strug-
gling 10 keep pace. raisng
sepous  questions  about
whether Indig's aviation
oo i3 being built on ghaky
foundations,

The waming came into
sharp foaus on November 15,
when Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan Nadu spoke

ot a sessionon the sidelines of

the CIT Partnership Summit
in Visakhapatnam.

Cutting through the opti
mism around record aimraft
orders, the mnister soid

Indis would need around

FILE FHOTD

30,000 more pilots in the com-
ing vears as domesticairines
owail the delivery of nearly
1.700 aircraft from Boeing
undd Airbus,

The numbers told a stark

story. Indis cuwrently has
onlyaboit 8,000 miots operat-
inpg a feet of B34 aircrafl. a
gap that is widening faster
than the traimng pipeline
maant to fill it

This mismatch was again
laid bare in a written reply
tabled in the Lok Sabha on
Decemnber 18, in response to
an unstarred guestion on the

WILL NEED 30K MORE PILOTS

B AL a recant event, Clvil Aviation

Minister K Ram Mohan Naldu
said India would need around
30,000 more pilots in the com-
ing years as domestic airlines
awail the delivery of nearly 1,700
alreraft froim Boelng and Alibus.

B Cirrently, India has only about
8,000 pilots opamating a Neet of
834 aircraft, a gap that is widen-
ing faster than the training
plpeline meant to fill it.

status of aviation training
mstitites.

The government disclosed
that the country has just 40
fving Lraining oFganisations,
which are approved by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), opemating
seross 62 fving bases, These
mstitutes form the backbone
of pilol training in India, yet
their numbers remain mod-
esl apamst the scale of fleet
expansion being planned,

The reply also detailed the
Emited traning infrastruc-
ture supporting of her oritical

mles in aviation, There are 58
DGCA-approved aireraft
mantenance engineering
traming institutes under
CAR-147 (Baszic) amd 20
approved CAR- 147 type train-
ing orpanisations,

For ar traffie contral, anly
three airtraffic services train-
mg argamsations are curment-
Iy [unctioning, baated in
Prayagraj, Gondin and
Hyderabad. Trainng in air-
eraft rescue and fire fighting
it confined to just two Air-
parts Auithority of Indm msti-
tutes in Delhi and Kollksta,

Bevond this, the govern-
ment listed 233 DGCA-mutho-
nsed remote pilot training
orpanisations for drone oper-
ations, sx DGCA-approved
troming arganisations affer-
ing type-specific trmining to
pilots, and eight aviation
Enghsh bnguage traming
organisations related fo ai
traffic controllers  across
major cities. Besides, 37 oen-
tres are providing training in
mommunication. navigation,
surveillance and sutomation
syslems for technical avia-
tion stafl

The povernment also
meplied in negative when
nalkee] if i havel Asnesserd exist-
ing tmining capacity ngainst
projected demand over the
next 10 vears,

The ministry further admit-
ted that there was currently
no proposal o establish new
oviation training institutes or
to expand existing DGCA-
approved facilities through
public-private partnership or
with the support of state gov-
emments.
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Al Expressissues
show-cause notice
topilotinairport
assault case

NINOW INELI; DECEMNER 21

The Air Incha Express wall set
up an esdernal committes nimd
week to inguire into the inck-
dent of one af its off-duty cap-
fin assaulting o passengar o
the Delhi airport on Fraday:
Besides, a show-cause notice
hiss been served to him seeleing
&n explandation, soumes said

Soon aflter the mcident that
ook place ocoumred at Termi
nal 1(T1)of the Dielhi pirport on
Friday, theairline had suspend-
el the pilot.

A passenger, Anlat Dewan,
har shaved his expeniencein a
social media post, along witha
photo shiwing bood on his
fice after the altercation. He
also shared a photo of the o
Virender Sefval.

Meanwhile, Sejwal's lawver
on Sundiy said the incident
was resolved in the presenceof
CISF dofficials at the @mort and
daimed the fwts were bang
misrepresented. “Dewan has
selectively presented facts o
create g false narmtive, Casti-
=t remarks were made against
Capt Seqwal, and theeats were
made to female members of
his famly” said a statement by
the biwyer —PT1
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