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Emergency drill held at LGBI Airport

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Dec 2o0:
Lokpriva Gopinath Bordolo
International Airport (L(s-
BLA), managed by Adani Air-
port Holdings Limited
(AAHL), conducted its bian-
nual Full Seale Aerodrome

Emergency Exercize
(FSAEE): RHINO 2024,
on Tuesday

Crucial for the assess-

ment of emergency prepar-
edness and inter-agency co-
ordination, the exercise saw
the LGBLA team working in
alignment with regulatory au-
thorities  including the
Kamrup district administra-
tion, State Disaster Response
Force, medical team and
other stakeholders.

The exercize simulated a
scenario where a flight —
VT-XXX — from Kolkata to

Guwahati with 115 passen-
gers on board, reported the
failure of both engines.

The aircraft landed on run-
way (2 and a crash was sim-
ulated near Taxiway Golf.

As part of the exercise, the
crash fire tenders of LGEI
Airport rushed to the simu-
lated site, extinguished
the fire and rescued the pas-
sengers an board. The drill
started at 1:30 pm and con-
cluded at 3:30 pm.

The realistic simulation al-
lowed LGBI Airport to eval-
uate the preparedness and
response strategies in han-
dling such emergencies.

“RKey stakehobders, includ-

ing the district administra-
tion, hospitals, CISE Indian
Air Force, NDRE Assam Po-
lice, State Fire Department,
ATC, AAl, BCAS, DGCA,
Airlines, Customs, Immigra-
tiomn, and internal teams such
as Adrcraft Rescue and Fire
Fighting {ARFF), and vari-
ous internal as well as exter-
nal agencies, actively partici-
pated in the exercize, ensur-
ing a comprehensive and co-
ordinated response. Thewr
dedication and collaboration
are crucial in maintaning the
highest standards of safety
and security at the LGBI
Airport,” an LGBl Airpoct
spokesperson said.
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Maha Assembly
endorses Pune

Airport's name
change proposal

P
PLE
I'be Maharashim assembly
on Thumday passed & unanl-
mious resolution asking the
Cemme 1 name Pume Mrport
as Jagpdguru Samt Tulcram
Malmraj| Internacional
Alrpaart

I'het tacility is curmently
referred 10 83 Lohegaon
Alrpart.

The measdmion will e sent
to the Civil Asiation Ministry
for further action
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Centenary celebrations of
Kolkata's NSCBI airport

In the vibrant heartolKolkata, where traditon
meets innovaton, stands the NetajpSubhas
Chandra Bose Intemational Airport (NSCBI
Alrporif—a gaieway that has shaped India's
aviation journey for a hundred yvears and is
also an enduring symbol of resilience,
progress, and connectivity. Established in
14924 as Dum Dum Airport, Kolkata Airpon
pioneered Indian aviation by hosting the
Bengal Flving Club { 19249), becoming one of
the first jet service hub (1964) and opening
its first dedicated airline cargo terminal in
1975, lvwas renamned as NetajiSubhasChandra
Bose Intemational Airport in 1995 and its
New Integraied Terminal which was inau
gurmnted in 2013 blends heritagewithimnovation,
cementing its status as the gateway to Enst
and Nonheast Indin. Spreading across an
area of 15663 acres of land and a buili-up
area of 2,30,000 sqm, NSCBI Airport is
equipped to serve 26 million passengers
annually and caters to around 49 domestic
and 15 ntemational destinations.
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e-shuttles between terminals

Times NEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Have a con-
necting flight via Ahmed-
abad? Taking an internatio-
nalflightthatrequiresater-
minal change? Travelling
experience from the Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional (SVPI) airport in Ah-
medabad will become more
seamless.

The airport on Friday
announced the introduc-
tion of two inter-terminal
electric shuttle buses (e-bu-
ses) between Terminals 1
and 2.

These e-buses are desig-
ned to offer passengers a
comfortable, eco-friendly
and seamless experience.
This free shuttle service
will run every 30 minutes,
24 hours a day, seven days a
week, except between 12
midnight and 3am and 11am

FREE SERVICE

® The 24/7 free
shuttle will runevery =
30 minutes and for
all seven days a
week, except
between 12 midnight
and 3am and 11am
and 3pm, when the :
service will be hourly ¥

® Passengers can
enjoy Wi-Fi

connectivity
throughout the ride

'\E—. "

@ It is equipped with CCTV cameras, a
GPS tracker, an emergency panic button
and a medical kit

and 3pm, when the service
will be hourly.

Each shuttle is air-con-
ditioned and has a 2x2 sea-
ting arrangement with

ample legroom and dedica-

ted space and an automated
ramp for passengers with
reduced mobility (PRM).
The buses also feature pne-

umatic dual doors with a
finger protection system,
the airport said. Passeng-
erscanalsoenjoy Wi-Ficon-
nectivity throughout the ri-
de. Each bus is equipped
with CCTV cameras, a GPS
tracker, an emergency pa-
nic button, and a medical
kit.
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SpicelJet to operationalise 3 grounded B737 MAX

planes by Apr 202

HEWIHLA

Spiceder has entered imip an
agreemem  with US-based
StandardAero tar will pro-
vide the services [or oper-
ationalising  the mirline’s
gmounded Boeing 717 MAX

|||.'||:|:.-. and three althe alreraf

are expected to metam o s
vice by April 2025,

Seven Bocing 737 MAX air-
craft of the no-frills carrier are
o the ground

The mirline has inked an
agrecment  with MO
(Mainterance, Hepair and
Overhoul) services provider
StandardAem for  enabling

restomtion of its grounded
Boelng 7ir-8 MAX fea
Jn.'n'llll.“ll_l.'_ I i '.:'Il.'.\\l:' r1]
Fridan

SmndardAerois also s MRO
services provider for CFM
LEAP-IE  engines, which
peae k'||',|-4-;.-|'1 I‘uu'in__e, )
MAX plones

The agreement with
Smndard Aero follows success-
ful ArTangemenls with CFM
Imernational - the manufe-

5; inks pact with MRO provider

turer of LEAPIE engines -
and the lesaor Tor (he Bsetng
T MAX aimcraft.

“These developmenits pave
the way for the un-groanding
and return to servioe of three
Boelng 77 MAX aroraft by
April 2035, Spicelst said in
the release.

Spleeder halrman  and
ll.1ﬂ!'Ll|:-:il'|t'_ Director Ajay 'i:rl‘_u".r
said the retrn of three fuel-
efficient Bocing 747 MAX air-
eraft will abso provide a signif-
cant boost o the airlines
financial health

The airline 5 working on
strengthening s fleet ond
setiling varfous dsputes after
meeently |'|.i.-.i|!f, P 30 crore
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Consumer court orders Air India to pay compensation

Stail Reportor

ikaiin

Fhe Mstrict Conswmer Dis-
pute Redressal Forum, Rai-
pur, Chhattisgarh, in Aditya
Slirl vastsva va, Alr India
case has ruled ngainst the
Alr Indlin asking the con-
PNy [0 py COMPEnsSannon
to the complainant on Fri-
day

Counsel Suchitra Burman
sald that Aditya Shrivastasm,
Resident of Basant Yikar

Colony, New Purena, Ralganr

had approached the Dismrict
Consumser Dspute Re-

dressal Forum, Raipur after
the Afr India. denfed him 1o

traved o Delhi which led 1o
cance] lation of tickets tn
Berlin just becanse the
counter attendant of the
company asked him o pay
EXIFA AFMCTnE DN the size
of his carry bag even after
reducing the weight to H kg
speciiied.

The counsel suted that
the complainant, a student
In Berlin (Germanyy, hod
hookeed three figh tickets
on August 29, 2018, for
travel from Raipur o Delhi
LA 500, Dl po Sueck-
holm | Al-167), and Stock-
hiolm v Berlin (SK-2679).
The ihg_hl: wia scheduled for
Nowember L 2008, On the

day ol the fight, when the
camplalnant reached the
airport. Air India stafl at

the counter redoced the
wcigh:l of his fond and other
muterials from W ke o 8 kg,
citing excessive weight,
They demanded a deposivol

Rs 14 04, clniming that his
handbag was too large. The
complainant countered that
vt had used the same bag
for previous I'Iig hit = withoot
any issue, but the alrline
staff did not cooperate,
which led to the cancel-

lation of all his tekets,

The comiplaimant , whi
had taken an edwcational
laan, faced o financial set-
back as Air India did not re-
Fund the Bs 37,0000 |'||-|||‘I for
the tickets. After sending a
notice through his adweate,
the company denied any re-
sponsibl ity

Air India comntered the
complainant’s cloim, stating
that the permitted dimen-
slons for carry-on bags
were B omi | 22 inches) in
height, 35 cm (14 Inches) n
length, snd 25 cm (10
nadves) in wideh, with a
total af 115 em for Bocing
amd Abrbus alrerall. The

complainant had used a bag
with dimensions ol M
inches in hetghe and i6
inches in width, which, ac
cording w Alr India, did not
conform to their regula-
tions. Huwever, the com-
plainant provided evidence
from previows Mights

where the same bag had
been accepted wit hout ob-
jecthon,

The conmmer oot
found that. according to Adr
India's own rules, the air-
line should have provided
an aliernotive sohition or
refunded the teket gmount,
Since the company failed to
dio sa, the camplainant was

foreed to cancel his other
monnecting fights. Asa re-
sult, the complainant
‘-l'":IP,'hr compensaton for
mental and physical dis-
tress. educationn] loss, and
legal expenses, amounting
o nental of Bs 4 lakh witha
12% Enterest race

The eourt ruled that Alr
Inidizs mmast pay the follow-
Ing compensation; s
20,000, refund for Dight
teket | Rs 36,360 from
20ILHNH, with 5% simphe
Interest, compensation fog
mental, physical. and eduo-
wutional Jvss: s 25000 wmd
adwcate and legal foes of Fs
S
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Ahd flyers opt for connecting
fights to save on int’l airfare

S AR D

Trevelers from Abmedobad
Incmasingly prefer camect-
|n;g;r1 ights ||'|r.'||'(gl'. Slumbai o
Didhil to save on Intermthonal
meriare. as direct |'||g|'.|7. from
Ahmedabod remain signidi-
cantly costher, This trend Is
driven by ke differences ol
up Do, EI.IH.IGS-.‘-'I':I'I&.I"I]I'Iﬁ
Nights an sttractive aption for
bud get-conselows fhers.

High Costs of Direct Flights

Direct international  flight=s
[rom Ahmedabal ofien came
with sieep price tags, deter
ring prssemgen. For example
a  direct  flight Ffom
Abmsedabad o Toromto cosls

37840, Including toees. In
|'I|I1I'.|J|I:i<I|I'.. INg a4 onan-
nectng  flighe through

Moumbal or Delbi drastcally
redhies oosis

Flying from Ahmedabad to
Mumbal and then [om
Mumbal to Temnto cin oot
as lnle as WS0000. saving
travelers DAvEr L IR T
Similarly, « ny [or & mn-

nectng  flight vin  Delhi
reduces the total @re to
whra6d, soll  significantly
cheaper than the direct
it

Laok of Passenger Domand
The high fares for direct

Mights have redulied in lew
passenger traffic on these

routes.  Alrlines operming
from Ahmedabad :|r|gt-_'<' o
fill sears, further discouraging
the pddition of more direct
linerstonal ||'._.:||I£.

“Most travelers are '\.1.|||||‘r\._::
1o take the extra effort of -
ing o Mumbal or Dethi first o
save un costs, The difference
In fares is oo subsiondal o
igewsre,” said & Freguent fher,

Potantial Solutiens

T Increase internotional pos-
senger tmffic at Ahmedabad
Alrpart, passe e ane gl
airlings to lower fares for
divect Mights. Reducing the
price map could male direct
Nlights more appeuling elim-
mating the need for lmovers
in other citles

Challenge s for &h med abad
Airpart

Ahmedabods limbied dimect
inernaioml Mgt options
place it ot & disadvantape
comgrared to larger lulbs |Ge
Nlum bai and Delbi Whitle the

sirport s grown in damestie
cmnectty, iy viernational
orpera remaly underutll-
o due to grullngdl:p.\!'mr«:

Esperts sigrges tha oller-
ing comperitive fares  and
beder imoentives for airfines
could artract mone Incerna
tional carriers i eida baad
This would provide possen
pers with more alfordshle
diect CpTieng and meduce
reliance on connecting flights

Future Proapects
As Almedabad confoees 1o
estblish i=clf a5 a koy coon
omic and culturad bub, the
dernand for international
nectivity is expecie

ool
ek rise
TS
expanding ight
VL i oould |.'l_"!-|[|"l|'|'|l!: cIry
s i e prominent plaver in
_.:|u|.lu| alr wawsl Uncil e
fravelers from Abmedabad
will llidy conine choosing
conneding iy -_:I-.r: to SRV
money, despite the added
time and efort mvalved

direct
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SpiceJet to operationalise 3 grounded
Boeing 737 MAX planes by April 2025

NEW DELHI: Spicefet has
entered into an agreement
with US-based Standard Aero
that will provide the services
for operationalising the airline
grounded Boeing 737 MAX
planes and three of the aireraft
are expected to return Lo service
by April 2025,

Seven Boeing 737 MAX air-
craft of the no-trills carrier are
on the ground.

The airline has inked an
agreement with MRO (Main-
tenance, Repair and Overhaul)
services provider Standard Aero
for enabling restoration of its
grounded Boeing 737-8 MAX
fleet, according to a release on
Friday.

StandardAero is also a
MRO services provider for
CFM LEAP-1B engines, which

power Spicefets Boeing 737
MAX planes, The agresment
with Standard Aero foll ows suc-
cessful arrangements with CFM
International — the manufac-
turer of LEAP-1B engines —
and the lessor for the Boeing
737 MAX aircraft.

“These dn:vrlt.r]:-mmls pave
the way lor the un-grounding
and return to service of three
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft by
April 2025, Spicefet said in the
release. Spicritl{:haln'nan and

Managing Director Ajay Singh
said the return of three fuel-effi-
cient Boeing 737 MAX aircraft
will also provide a significant
boost to the airlines financial
health.

The airline is working on
strengthening its fleet and set-
ting various disputes afier
recently raising Rs 3,000 crore.
Currently, the airline has around
28 planes in operation.

In the past two months,
the airline said it has resolved
disputes with multiple lessors,
including Expart Development
Canada, Engine Lease Finance
Corporation, Babeock & Brown
Aireralt Management, Aircastle
{Ireland), Wilmington Trust 5P
Services (Dublin) Ltd, Shan-
non Engine Support Ltd and

Fi

Genesis.
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Spicelet
pact to fly

grounded
737 Max

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: Budget carrier
SpiceJet has signed an agree-
ment with US-based mainte-
nance, repair, and overhaul
{(MRO) services provider
StandardAero to operation-
alise its grounded Boeing 737
MAX aircraft, the airline said
on Friday.

Threeof the airline’s seven
grounded Boeing 737 MAX
planes are expected to return
to service by April 2025 under
theapgresment.

StandardAero, which also
provides MRO services for
CFM LEAP-1B engines that
power the Boeing 737 MAX
fleet, will assist Spicedet in
restoring its grounded Ti7-8
MAX aireraft, the company
said in a statement.

The partnership with
StandardAero follows earlier
agreements with CFM Inter-
national, the LEAP-1B engine
manufacturer, and aircraft
lessors, paving the way lor the
phased return of the ground-
ed planes,

“These developments pave
the way for the un-grounding
and return to service of three
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft by
April 2025, SpiceJet said.

The airline’'s chairman
and managing director Ajay
Singh described the return of
the fuel-efficient MAX aircraft
as a significant step towards
strengthening the airline's fi-
nancial position.

Spicedet isfocusing on fleet
expansion and dispute resolu-
tiom after securing 33,000 crore
in funding. It currently oper-
ates about 28 airerafl.

Over the past two maonths,
the aidine said it has resolved
disputes with multiple lessors.
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