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AAI SHOWCASES AVIATION
E}(CELLENCE AT IITF 2025

The Airports Authority of India (AAI) marked its vibrant
presence at the 44 th India International Trade Fair (IITF)
2025 with the grand inauguration of its pavilion at
Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan. The pavilion was
inaugurated by Kinjarapu Rammuohan Naidu, Minister
of Civil Aviation, in the esteemed presence of Vipin
Kumar, Chairman, AAl, Dr. Nikhil Kumar Kanodia, Chief
Vigilance Officer, M. Suresh, Member [Air Navigation
Services), Pankaj Malhotra, Member (Finance), Anil
Kumar Gupta, Member (Planning), and other senior
officials of AAl and the Ministry of Civil Aviation {MoCA).
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PMC pushes faster
airport access

Indu Bhagat
PUNE
The Pune Municipal

Corporation (PMC) has accel-
erted work an road widening
and land scquisition to ease
traffic flow and improve access
to Pune airport. Additonal
Municipal Commissioner
(Special) Ompralash Divate, on
Wednesday, reviewed the
stretch from Gunjan Chowlk to
Airport Road and Inspected
the proposed link between
Puru Soclety and Aeromall.

During  the inspection,
Divate issued directions o
department heads and deputy
commissioners regarding land
acquisition, expansion and
beautification worl. Officials
were asked o verlly the
acquisition status of land near
508 Chowk and Puru Society,
He stressed that  the
Construction  Development
Department must confirm the
extent of acquisiion and
immediately mark the land so
that three adjoining roads cn
bedeveloped.

He ordered that the proposal
under Section 37 between Puru
Seclety and the Sabha Mandap
plot be revisad. The amended
plan mustinclude the 30-metre
road discussed during the visit,
and the updated map must be
submitted for approval toinvite
objections and suggestions.

Highlighting delavs in cer-
in PPP road projects due to
land-related obstacles, Divate
said savings fromthese projects
should be diverted to the con-
struction of the Puru Society-
Shubh Mandap road. This, he
said, would create an additional
approach road to the airport
withina shart period.

He ako directed officials to
operationalise  the street-
hawker zone created under
CSR initiatives by allocating
hawleer spaces, keeping adjoin-
ing areas free of encroachment,
ensuring smooth traffic flow
and conducting regular moni-
toring so hawkers do not
return to no-hmvler zones.

Reviewing the stretch
between Nagpur Chawl and
509 Chowle, Divate instructed
that the road be widened by
one o two metres on both
sides wherever possible, while
preserving or replanting exist-
ing trees. A revised concept
plan is to be submitted by the
architect, and beautification
work along the stretch will be
undertaken through CSR sup-
port from  developer Atul
Chordia.  Chief Engineer
[Roads) Aniruddha Pawaskar,
Superintendent Engineer Ashit
Jadhav, Executive Engineer
Sanjay Dharay, Developer Atul
Chordia and engineers from
the Roads Department were
present
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Noida Airport ties up with UPSRTC
for bus services to key UP locations

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Lucknow

The Noida International
Airport (NIA) on Thursday
said it has signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the Uttar Pradesh State Road
Transport Corporation
[UPSRTC) to introduce direct
bus services from the airport
to major cultural, religious,
and economic destinations
such as Noida, Greater
Noida, Ghaziabad, Agra,
Aligarh, Mathura, Vrindavan
and Hathras.

These services will ensure
easy, convenient access for
travellers arriving at or
departing from the airport,
it said in a statement.

The network will also
extend to destinations
including Bulandshahr,
Farrukhabad, Firozabad,
Hapur, Hathras, Moradabad,
and Shikohabad, offering
broad coverage across Uttar
Pradesh and ensuring last-
mile connectivity for
passengers, it added.

Christoph Schnellmann,
CEOQ, Noida International
Airport, said, "We are
delighted to partner with
UPSRTC to make travel to
and from Noida
International Airport even
more convenient. Seamless
ground connectivity is
essential to delivering a
superior passenger
experience, and this
partnership ensures that
travellers can reach
important cities and towns
across Uttar Pradesh with
ease. As we move closer to

first

welcoming
passengers, such initiatives
reflect our commitment to
accessibility, convenience,
and regional integration.”

our

According to the
statement, this collaboration
builds on NIA's existing
partnerships with state
transport agencies, including
Haryana Roadways,
Uttarakhand Transport
Corporation, and the Delhi
Transport Corporation.

These partnerships enable
direct bus connectivity to
major urban centres such as
Delhi, Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Chandigarh, Dehradun,
Haridwar, and more,
expanding the airport's
reach well beyond the state
of Uttar Pradesh, it stated.

Through these combined
efforts, the airport will be
connected to over 25 cities
across four states, creating a
robust multimodal transport

network that supports both
domestic and international
travel, it added.

As the airport progresses
toward operational
readiness, ensuring
seamless access through a
wide range of public
transport options remains a
key priority in making NIA a
gateway to the region.

In the first phase of the
airport, with one runway
and one terminal, it will
have the capacity to handle
12 million passengers
annually, Upon completion
of the fourth phase, the
airport will be equipped to
manage 70 million
passengers per year, making
ita major hub for the region.

The first phase of the
airport, a greenfield project,
Is expected to open for
passengers soon, although
its date oflaunch is yet to be
announced.
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2 more Chinese carriers
want to start flights with
India, file applications

Direct commercial tlights between India:

1nd China officially

resumed on October 26, alter a suspension of over five vears

DEEPAK PATEL
My Diita, 1 Ml s

Two more Chinese carriers — Suparna Aldines snd
Jangsu Jingdong Cargo Alslines —  have
approached the Indian government 1o suan Blghis
between the two countries, sources privy 1o the
development cold Busimess Standand on Fridny.

Direct commeercial flights berween India and
China afficially resomed on October 26, ending a
sspension that had lasred maore than frve years dos
o strained bilateral thes.

ImcdiGo became the frst carrier to restart oper-
atioms, launching dally non-sicp flights between
Kol and Guangzhou from Ociober 36,

Ehanghal-based Chins Essterm Ablrflines also
resumedd s Shianghat-Delbl route from Kovembera
with rhiree weskly flighim.

IndiGo on Movember 10 resumed @5 Dielhi
Guangzhou daily service,

“Suparna Airdines as well as Tangss Jlngdong
Cangp Arfines bave pui intheir applicaiions with the
Indmn governmen 1o stan Hights berween Indis
and China® the firg source bl

Whalle it is clesr thar Jangsa Jingdong Cargo Ale
lines wants i pperate cargo ights between the mva
coumtries, It s not clesr whether Supama Atrlines
Want o apenie cargoservices or passenger flights.
asecond source sabd.

Arequesy fora it bry Aoesdners Srandard o
the Ministry af Civil Aviation regarding this matter
remained answered. Both the srlines cowld not be
Immediarely comacted for comment.

Adrinidia has recenaly also snnounced thar i will
restart s Delbd-Shanghad service from Felbwuary L
marking s recum to malaland China afier nesrly
Eix Pears.

Six years ago, 2 wotal of six camers opermed
Highns between India and China. IndiGo mn i
weekly services and Adr India operated fve In
Movember 2015

On the Chimese slide, Adr China, Chins Easermn
Adrines, China Eouthern Alrlines and Shandong
Atrlines operated 5§, 14, 1% and 4 weslkdy Aigits
respectively thatmonth, acconding 1o aviatiom ana-
Iynbes firm Clrium.

Thes betwesn Inidis and China visthbywarmed o
Avgust-September-dodi, culmimating in Prime Min
Ester Marendra Modls first vishi to China In seven

=

On the runway

# iangsu ingdong Cango Arfines wants io oparate
crgo fights bebween the two ountnies

® & = not dear whether Supama Airdines want o
operate cargo services or passonger flightts

#indiCia became the first carrier to restant
operations, lunching dady non-stop fights
betwsen Kobataand Cuangshog

#:Alr Indiz b mecentiy anrounaed that i will restart
s D - Shanghai servics from Fobnaary 1

& Siyears ag0, 3 iota of sx cmers operted fights
between india and China

yearsduring the Shanghal Cooperation Organisa
tlon summin, where he met President Xi Jinping in
Tianjin

This calming of tensions between India and
China follows prolonged tenskons since the Joco
Calwan Yallsy clash b iriggered astandofl along
the Line of icnml Control.

The thaw has also been Infuenced by external
pressures: Heavy Trump-=m tariffs on Indian goods
spurred New Delhd 1o diversify its diplomatic and
trade smgagemenis and open space for recallbration
with Chioa
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Air India Finds
‘Lost’ 43-Year-0ld
Boeing, Sells It

Press Trust of India

Mumbai: Lost from memory, omit-
ted from many documents and over
three vears after the privatisation of
Alr India, a more than four-decade-
old Boeing 737-200 aircraft of the air-
line was finally sold last week.

Thecargo aircraft, grounded sin-
ce 2012, later decommizsioned and
meant for the use of India Post,
was all these vears at a remote par-
king bay at the Kolkata airport till
the Tata Group-owned Air India
was asked toremove the plane.

On Friday, Air India CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson told employess that
the airline did not even know it ow-
ned such an aireraft until recently

Last week, the airline completed
the sale and transfer of a BT37-200
aircraft (VT-EHH). which had be-
en grounded since 2012, "Though
disposal of an old aircraft is not
unusual, this one is - for it's an air-
craft that we didn't even know we
owned until recently!” he said ina
message tothe staff.

Many years before privatisation,
Wilson said this aircraft had been
decommissioned in order to ope-
ratefor India Post and wasomitted
from many documents.

"Over time, it was lost from memao-
ry and only came to light when our
friends at Kolkata Airport informed
us of its presence in a (very) remote
parking bay and asked us to remove
it! After verifving that it was indeed
ours, we've now done so -and in sodo-
ing removed another old cobweb
from our closet!” he added.
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IndiGo to invest
$820 million for
plane acquisition

DOMESTIC
CARRIER INDIGO
on Friday said it

has approved an
investment of $820 milkon
(abaut 87,270 erore) n ity
o) |'||:|||:..' ewren] -;uh-.i.'ﬁ.tr-,-
InterGlabe éviation Financal
Services IFSC for aircraft
acquisition. The funds raised
by the s.ul:ns.ldlar',- Firrm will
be primar 3. rJ pl yed
towards an of

wiation azsz:*
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IndiGo toinvest $820 mnin
arm for aircraft acquisition

Mew Delhi: InditCio on Fraday

sl it hasapproved an invest

mient of 3820 million (about

17270 crore) in its wholly e
owred subsidiary InterGlobe =
Aviation Financial Services

IFSC Pvi. Lid for aircraft
acquisition. The investment
will ber made through a combination of egquaty shares and
0.01'% non-cumulative OCRPS, the aicline statesd.  em
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IndiGo to invest $820 million in
subsidiary to acquire aircraft

MUMBAI: Doamiestic car-
rier IndiGo on Friday said
it has approved an invest-
ment of $320 million (about
Rs 7.270 crore) in its '.-\-'hu“}'-
owned subsidiary InterGlobe
Aviation Financial Services
IFSC Pvt Lid for aircraft
acquisition.

The investment will be
made through a combination
of equity shares and 0.01 per
cent non-cumulative option-
ally convertible redeemable
preference shares (OCRPS),
in one or more tranches, the
airline said in a statementL

The funds raised by the
subsidiary hirm will be pri-

marily deployed towards
acquisition of aviation assets,
thereby enabling ownership
of aircrafl, the airline said.
IndiGo has 411 airerafl
in its fleet as on November
21, a.ccurdlng to aircrafi fleet
tracking website planespot-
ternet, with 365 in opera-
Hons and the remaining 46
on ground. Fi
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DGCA to meet operators,
pilots’ bodies over crew
duty, rest norms next week

MUMBAL: Aviation safety
regulator DGCA  has con-
vened a meeting with airline
operators and pilots’ bodies in
New Delhi next week to dis-
cuss various issues related to
the cockpit crew’s duty and
rest norms.

The latest flight duty time
limitation norms, which entail
increased weekly rest periods
to 48 hours, extension of night
hours, and limiting the number
of night landings to only two
as against six earlier were ini-
tially opposed by the domestic
airlines, including IndiGo and
Air India.

But they were subsequently
rolled out by the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) following the Delhi
Hiigh Court’s directives, albeit
after a delay of over one year
and in a phased manner with
the first phase in June and sec-
ond phase this month.

“The DGCA has called a
meeting on Monday with the
Federation of Indian Pilots
{FIP) and Airlines’ Pilots Asso-
ciation (ALPA-India) to discuss
the dispensation to various air-
lines, which will be followed by
another meeting on FRMS,"
said a source. Pl
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IndiGo to invest $820 mn in financial
services business to acquire aircraft

EMS ECONDMIC BUREAL i Mew Dyl

INDIAS largest aidine - IndiGo
will invest $820 million (7,294
cr) in its whollv-owned subsidl
ary — InterGlobe Aviation Fi-
nancial Services IFSC Private
Limited { IndiGo IFSC) — to e
guire aviationassets and enable
ownership ol aircraflt, The in-
vestment will be made through
A comblnatlon of equity shams
and 001 % Non-Cumulative Op-
tionally Convertible Redeema
hile Preforence Shares (OCRPS),
in one or more tranches,
IndiGosaid it has histor cally
maintained 8 Nest structure
predominantly reliant on oper-
oting boases, Inrecent years, the

organisation has undertaken a
strategic development towards
a more balanced ownership
structure and diversified forms
of financing This move, &s per
the aifding reflects its commit-
ment to “prudent capital allocs
tiom and sustainable value cron
tion for all stakeholders.™

Ina regulatory filing, Inter
Globe Aviation, parent compa

ny of IndiGo, stated that it will
subscribe to equity shares of
Lace value 210 per share al In-
diGo [FSC apgregating 1o §770
million (T6,84crore) valoed at
T10.82 per sham as deter mined
by Independent Category-1
Merchant Banker The compa
ny will also subseribe to (.01 %
OCRPS amounting to 350 mil-
lion (T440 crare) ot a fbee value
af T10d per share

The fund infusion is pro-
posed to be made during
FYNE5-26 In multiple tmnches
IndiGa TFSC, incor |,u:m1q~|l in
October 2023, is ngaged inair
craft and afrerafl engine leas-
ing amul providing related fi
nancial services
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IndiGo okays 17,294 crore towards
purchase of aviation assets:

Mumbal: Low-cost abrline IndiGo on Friday sald s hoord

heas approwved acapital imvestment ol SE20 millkon (ko

s 7,294 crore | bo acguire aviation assels, therchy enabling

imvnership of wircralt The Investment was approvied in

T iCeo's v bl In-commed sl b By, ITntenGlohe Ay Lat lom

Flianclal Services IFSC Privite Lisnled { Inditio IFSC),
The Investoment will be made throwe b combination of

equity shares and 001 per cenl Nom -Cumc bt bwe

Opt ional by Convertible Radeemable Preference Shames

(OCRPS), i one or more tranches, The funds raised by

IndiGo IFSC shall be primarily deploved towards

ooy uisition af aviation assets, thenehy enabling ewnership

of atreralt” the alrline sald in astoek ¢xclunge Gling
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IndiGo to invest
nearly 7,300cr to
acquire aircraft

New Delhi: IndiGo has
approved a capital investment
of $820 million (about

Rs 7,294 crore) in its
wholly-owned subsidiary
InterGlobe Aviation Financial
Services and the same will be
primarily used to enable
ownership of aircraft. Apart
from providing a buffer from
forex losses due to a weakening
rupee as lease rentals are dollar
denominated, owning planes
will further bolster the airline's
balance sheet. IndiGo has
historically maintained a fleet
structure predominantly reliant
on operating leases. Tnn
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Case onretd
pilot for ‘Al pay
while on DGCA

deputation’

Ahmed.ali@timesofindia.com

Mumbad: Vile Parle polion
eartier this woek registersd
a case ngainst a former Adr
India pilot for allegedly dra
wing salary and allowarnces
warth neardy Rs 28 erore
from the aidine while he
wiks aerving on depatation
with the Directorate Gene-
ral of Civil Awviation
(DRGUAD
The complninant. Vyak-
ant Han, G4, a retieed Alr In
dinemployes. lodped a priva-
te complaint with Andberd
metropolitan magistrate co-
urt, which directed Vile Par
lee peplicees b rogister an FIR.
Police have booked Capl
Alul Chandra under IPC sec
tions for cheating, forge
eriminal breach of tros
mifal broach of trist
puhilic servant, amnd using fa-
ke dorumenis ns genuine,
When TOI contactad Ca-
pt Chandra, he said he had
no knowledge of an FIR be
ing registered against him,
The mstter pertains o
the period from 2004 to 2017
when Capt Chandra jolned
DGCA an deputation as the
chief Mllght operations insp-
wetor (CFOL, The CROT and
atherofficials daputed tn the
DHGCA Mo airlings are pald
a salary by the DGCA and
niot thelr parentalrline toay
oid conflict of interest. How-
over.Capt Chandraallegedly
direw o salary from both the
DGCA and Air India, which
wiks o govi-owned carrier ba
¢l then, Rao alleged Chand-
ri made & wrangful gain of
around Bs 2 ferore. TOI rep-
orted the matter inJan 578,
The FIR was Mled followinga
complaint by Rao alleging
Chandra, who worked as
DGCA flight operations in-
apeatorfrom H014-207, conti
nued {0 receive payment
from Air India despite rules,
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IndiGosettoinvest
7.2K-crtoboost
aircraftownership

KEW D ELI,; SOVEAMBER X1
IndiGoon Fridayannounced an
vestment of S820 million (Hs
729 crore) inits wholly owned
subsiliary, InterGlobe Aviation
Financial Services TFSC Povate
Lid(TndiGo IFSC, as the airline
looks o strengthen its arcrft
owwrership mode] and dversify
its fundng structure The
imestment will be mmade
through a misof ecuityand 0,01
percert non-cumulative option-
ally convertible  redeermmuble
preferenoe shanes.

[nedi Go said the fresh capi-
tal would allow ite GIFT
City-based  subsidiary to
scguire aviation pssets
including arcraft —TNS
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