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Hosur airport: five
sites proposed, two

may be shortlisted

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has evaluated
five locations, including
the existing Hosur airstrip
of the Taneja Aerospace
and Aviation Limited
(TAAL), for the proposed
airport at Hosur. A draft re-
port has also been submit-
ted in this regard.

The remaining locations
are 2 km south of the Ho-
sur airstrip near the TAAL;
10 km south of the airstrip,
near Thogarai Agraharam;
27 km southeast of the air-
strip, near Ulagam (close to
Shoolagiri); and 16 km
northeast of the airstrip,
near Dhasapalli.

According to sources, a
team from the AAI visited
the locations two months
ago and submitted a draft
of the pre-feasibility study
listing the pros and cons of
each site.

“There will be a discus-
sion between the Tamil Na-
du Industrial Development
Corporation and the AAI
shortly. From the five sites,
two will be shortlisted. The
final report will be submit-
ted shortly,” a source said.

Challenges in sites
There are quite a few chal-
lenges at each of these
sites.

A waterbody runs along

one of them. In two of the
sites, high-tension lines are
installed. The site near the
TAAL, and the one lying 2
km south of the firm are
perhaps some of the better
options. “The State govern-
ment needs to get the ap-
proval of the Ministry of
Defence for this project, as
the airspace is controlled
by the Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited,” a source
said.

As more investments
are coming its way, the
State had some months
ago proposed an airport at
Hosur, spanning over
2,000 acres. Plans are
afoot to turn Hosur into an
important industrial hub.
With discussions ongoing
for a second airport at Ben-
galuru, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment is trying to expe-
dite the Hosur airport
project.

Overcoming hurdle

“The agreement between
the Centre and the Benga-
luru International Airport
Limited indicates that
another international air-
port cannot be set up with-
in an 150-km aerial dis-
tance. But this ends in a
decade. It will anyway take
about eight years to get
clearance, and set up the
Hosur airport. It is possible
to overcome this hurdle,”
the source added.
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Two sites to be
shortlisted for
Hosur airport

CHENNAI

The Airports Authority of India
has evaluated five sites,
including the existing airstrip
of the Taneja Aerospace and
Aviation, for the proposed
airport at Hosur. Two of them
will be shortlisted. » PAGE 2
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Flight delayed? Now take a walk!

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

Air passengers can now move
around in the event of a flight
delay due to fog. Earlier passengers
were kept seated on board so that the
plane could start taxiing as soon as it
got permission to do so, for takeoff
when the fog lifted. The new rule
allows passengers to disembark the
aircraft and move to the departure
terminal if their flight gets delayed due
to bad weather.

Besides, if the replacement flight
arrives later than three hours after the
scheduled arrival time, passengers may
also be able to claim compensation.
The Ministry of Civil Aviation said,
"Airlines have been instructed to
"proactively communicate  with
passengers about potential delays/
cancellations due to visibility issues
and to ensure that correct passenger
contact information is recorded
during ticket booking. The flight has
to be cancelled if the :?elay is exceeding
three hours”.

Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu on Wednesday
conducted a high-level meeting to
assess the preparedness of airlines,
Delhi  airport and the Airports
Authority of India (AAT), considering
the premature arrival of fog and smog
in the National Capital Region. The
meeting, officials said, was aimed at
ensuring  uninterrupted  flight
operations and better passenger
comfort. The meeting was attended by
Vumlunmang Vualnam, civil aviation
secretary and other senior officials
from the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS), Indian
Meteorological Department (IMD),

| i = 4
Delhi operator and airline officials.
"The preparations for managing
visibility-related challenges this winter
are moving in the right direction with
Eocd mere.ss made in resolving the

ottlenecks,” the civil aviation
ministry said in a release. According to
the release, airlines have confirmed
that they will adhere to the DGCA
guidelines with respect to deployin,
CAT IIII compliant aircraft an
pilots for Delhi and other airports that
could be impacted by fog. Out of the
four runways at the Delhi airport,
which is also the country's busiest
airport, three have CAT III ILS
{Instrument Landing System) that will
permit flight operations at low
visibility levels.

The CAT II/III compliance will allow
pilots to operate aircraft at low
visibility conditions, Proper
facilitation of passengers is the priority
during times of ﬂgight delays and
cancellations. Airlines should ensure
that all check-in counters at airports
are fully staffed to minimise passenger
inconvenience, the minister said at the
meeting.

Continued on page 8

Flight
lelayed?
Now take...

From page 1

Delhi airport operator DIAL
(Delhi International Airport
Ltd) has been advised to
install LED screens at
prominent locations for
providing real-time updates
on visibility conditions to
assengers. Besides, it has
een  asked to ensure
increased  availability of
‘Follow Me' vehicles to guide
aircraft during low visibility
conditions.

While emphasising on having
a passenger-centric approach,
Naidu  mentione the
importance of real-time
coordination between Air
Traffic Controllers (ATCs),
airlines, ground handlers and
airport operators to ensure
seamless operations.
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Inform fliers on flight delays:

Aviation minister tells airlines

New Delhi, Nov. 20: Civil
aviation minister K.
Rammohan Naidu on
Wednesday held a review
meeting with various
stakeholders on fog pre
paredness and asked air-
lines to proactively inform
passengers about Night
delavs as well as ensure
check-in counters are fully
staffed to help minimise
travel disruptions. “The
preparations for managing
visibility-related chal-
lenges this winter are mov-
ing in the right direction
with good progress made
in resolving the bottle
necks,” the civil aviation
ministry said in a release.
Civil aviation secretary
Vumlunmang WVualnam,
senior officials from the
ministry,. DGCA (direc-
torate general of civil avi-
ation), BCAS (bureau of
civil aviation security),
Indian meteorological
department (IMD), Delhi
airport operator DIAL
and airline representa-
tives, among others, par-
tieipated in the meeting.
On Monday, bad weather
conditions in the national
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K. Rammohan Naidu

capital resulted in at least
15 flight diversions and a
delay of more than 100
fMlights as visibility condi-
tlons were very poor,

Generally, the fog season
starts in early December,

According to the release,
airlines have confirmed
that they will adhere to
the DGCA guidelines with
respect to deploving CAT
/101 compliant aircraft
and pilots for Delhi and
other airports that could
be impacted by fog.

Out of the four runways
at the Delhi airport, which
is also the country's
busiest airport, three have
CAT 11 IS (Instrument
Landing System) that will
permit flight operations at
low visibility levels,

CAT 1I/111 compliance
will allow pilots to operate
aircraft at low visibility
conditions.

Airlines have been
instructed to “proactively
communicate with pas-
sengers about potential
delays/ cancellations due
to visibility issues and to
ensure that correct pas-
senger contact informa-
tion is recorded during
ticket booking. The flight
has to be cancelled if the
delay is exceeding three
hours,” the release said.

Proper facilitation of
passengers s the priority
during times of fight
delays and cancellations.
Airlines should ensure
that all check-in counters
at airports are fully staffied
to minimise passenger
inconvenience, the minis.
ter sald at the meeting.

Delhi airport operator
DIAL (Delhi International
Airport Ltd) has been
advised to install LED
screens at prominent loca-
tions for providing real
time updates on visibility
conditions to passengers.

PT1



AN

A —

=

H 7]

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHI

22 NOVEMBER 2024

Kenyanixes airport, energy deals with group

Kenyan President William
Ruto said on Thursday he had
ordered the cancellation of a
procurement process that had
been expected to award control
of the country’s main airport to
Adani Group after its founder
was indicted in the US.

Under the proposed deal
worth nearly $2 billion, the
Adani group was to add a sec-
ond runway at the Jomo

Kenyatta international airport
and upgrade the passenger ter-
minal in exchange for a
30-year lease. Ruto also said he
was cancelling a separate 30-
year, $736-million public-pri-
vate partnership deal that an
Adani Group firm signed with
the energy ministry last month
to construct power transmis-
sion lines.

“I have directed agencies

within the ministry of trans-
portand within the ministry of
energy and petroleum to
immediately cancel the ongo-
ing procurement,” Rutosaid in
his state of the nation address,
attributing the decision to “new
information provided by inves-
tigative agencies and partner
nations”.

Ruto’s announcement was
met with thunderous applause

and cheers from lawmakers in
parliament, where he gave his
address. The deals have drawn
sharp criticism from many pol-
iticians and members of the
public over concerns about a
lack of transparency and value
for money.

Representatives from Adani
Group did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment. REUTERS
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Airport deal with
Kenya cancelled

RENYAN PRESIDENT Wiliam Ruto said on
Thursday he had ordered the cancellation of a
procurement process thathad been expected to
award control of the countrys main airport to
Adari Group afterits founderwasindictedinthe
United S5tates, reports Reuters. Under the
proposaed deal worth neardy § 2 hillion, the group
wastoadda second rumvay at the Jomo Kenyatia
|r||r|1ul||:||1.|l.|.|1]1|u‘l .1II.!IJ] IH:.Ldr the termibnal in
exchange fora 30-year bease. Ruto also mid he
was cancelling a sepamte 30-vear, §7 35-million
public-private partnershs pdeal that a group firm
signed with the snergy minictry last month
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Tirupati airport gets more
quota of Srivani tickets

The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TT0) has
announced an increase in the daily quota of
Srivani darshan tickets issued at Tirupati airport.
The ticket allotment has been raised from 100 to
200, The tickets are issued upon presentaticn of
a valid boarding pass by travellers. The Srivani
Trust tickets offer special darshan privileges for
devotess,
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KENYA DROPS
AIRPORT DEAL
WITH ADANI AFTER
US INDICTMENTS

Reuters
feedback@livemint.com

NAIROBI: Kenyan President
William Ruto said on Thursday
he had ordered the cancellation
of a procurement process that
had been expected to award
control of the country’s main
airport to India’s Adani Group
after its founder was indicted
in the United States.

Under the proposed deal to
expand the main Nairobi air-
port, Adani was to add a second
runway at the Jomo Kenyatta
international airport and
upgrade the passenger termi-
nal.

“I have directed agencies
within the ministry of trans-
port and within the ministry of
energy and petroleum to imme-
diately cancel the ongoing pro-
curement,” Ruto said in his
state of the nation address,
attributing the decision to “new
information provided by inves-
tigative agencies and partner
nations”,

An Adani Group company
signed a 30-year, $736-million
public-private partnership deal
with the energy ministry last
month to construct power
transmission lines in a separate
project.

Energy Minister Opiyo Wan-
dayi on Thursday said there
was no bribery or corruption
involved in the award of the
transmission lines contract.

Ruto's announcement was
met by applause from lawmak-
ers present in parliament,
where he gave his address.

Representatives from Adani
Group did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment.

U.S. authorities said on
Wednesday that group founder
Gautam Adani, one of the
world's richest people, and
seven other defendants agreed
to pay about $265 million in
bribes to Indian government
officials.

The Adani Group denied the
allegations and said in a state-
ment that it would seek “all
possible legal recourse”.

The airport proposal was
made public in July, after it was
leaked on social media four
months after it was made.
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Kenya cancels airport,
energy deals with Adani

NAIROBI: Kenya’s president
said Thu:ﬁda}' he has cancelled
multimillion-dollar airport
expansion & energy deals with
Adani group after US bribery
and fraud indictments against
group chiel Gautam Adani.
President William Ruto
said the decision was made
“based on new information
provided by our investigative
agencies and partner nations”
He didnt specify the US.
The Adani group had been
in the process of signing an
agreement that would mod-
ernize Kenyas main airport
in the capital, Nairobi, with an
additional runway and termi-
nal constructed, in exchange
for the group running the air-
port for 30 years. The widely
criticised deal had sparked
anti-Adant protests in Kenya

and a strike by airport work-
ers, who said it would lead 1o
i‘_?lrad:d working conditions

job losses in some cases,

The Adani group had also
been awarded a deal to con-
struct power transmission
lines in Kenya, East Africas
business hub. Also Thurs-
day, Energy Minister Opiyo
Wandayi told a parliamentary
committee there had been no
bribery or carruption invalved
on Kenya's part in signing that
deal. US prosecutors indicted
Adani this week on charges he
duped investors in a massive
solar ener ect in India
by ﬂunneﬂll;:gpﬂt it was facil-
itated by an alleged bribery
scheme. He was charged with
securities fraud and conspir-
acy to commil securities and
wire fraud. i
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Kenya cancels airport, energy deals with Adani group

ENS ECONONIC BUREAU @ mews Daity

KENYA President William Ruto
on Thursday said he has can-
cellod deals with Adani Group
for mult imillkondollar alrport
expansion and energy after US
bribery and frand indictments
agalnst group chalrman Gau:
tam Adani

In a state of the nation ad
dress, he sald the declsion wis
made “hased on new informa
tion provided by our investiga-
tive agencles and partner na
tions”, However, he didn"t

ment ion the 175, The group had
been in the process of signing
an agreement that would mod-
ernise Kenya's main air port in
the capital, Nalrobl, with an ad
ditlonal runweay and terminal
constructed, in exchanpe [or
the group running the airport
for 30 years. The widely critl

cisedd deal had sparked anti-
Adani protests in Kenva and a
strike by airport workers, who
sabd it would lead to degraded
working conditions and job
nsses In some cajes

The group had been apwandbed
A dl T construct power [Irans
mission lines in Kenya, East Af-

‘Mo bribary involved on Kenya's part in signing the deal’

On Thursday, energy minister Opiyo Wanday told a parliamentary
panel there had been no bribery or corruption invahved on Kenya's part
In signing the deal. The goup had been awarded a deal to construct
power bransmission lines in Kenya. East Africa’s business hub

rica’s business hub, On Thurs-
day, energy minister Opivo
Wandayi told & parllamentary
panel there had been no bribery
or corruption involved on Ken
ya's part kn signing the deal.

'S prosecutors indicted Ada-
ni this week on charges he
duped Investors in a massive
solar energy project in Indiaby
concealing that it was fncilina
ed by an alleged bribery
schems He was charped with
securities fraud and conspiracy
to commit securities and
wire fraod,
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Kenya scraps $2.6bn Adani
deals in wake of indictment

Y 7 envan President Willi- " lawmaker John Kaguchia.
I< am Ruto cancelled two | have s?ated in the past, “With Adani having be-
deals with Adani Gro- ¥ and | reiterate today, enindicted inthe US, it tech-
up worth about $2.6 billion | thatin the face of undisputed nically becomes impossible
over alleged corruption, ho- | €vidence or credible for Kenya to continue dea-
urs after company founder | information on cnrruptm, ling with the group,” Kagu-

chia said on Citizen TV, a
Nairobi-based broadcaster.

Gautam Adani was charged | ! Will nothesitate g
by the USauthoritiesinase- | totake decisive

parate bribery scheme. action “If it continues, then the US
Ruto ordered his mini- — William Ruto | © ¥ will discontinue all sup-

sters to “immediately can- PRESIDENT, KENYA port, any financial part-

cel the ongoing procure- nership we've had with

ment process” involvingthe Adani Airport Holdings them, including the IMF

billionaire’'s companies to earlier this vear sought a30- and World Bank.”

manage thenation'sbiggest year concession worth $1.85 In his speech, Ruto reite-

airport and build high-vol- billion to operate Nairobi's rated a previous pledge to
tage power-transmission main airport, while another fight graft and wastage of
lines. “I have stated in the unitin the vast conglomera- public resources in the co-
past, and I reiterate today, te secured a $736 million untry thatranks126th outof
that in the face of undispu- contract to construct and 180 on Transparency Inter-
ted evidence or credible in- operate power lines in the national’s corruption per-
formation on corruption, EastAfricannation. ceptions index. “Of the ma-
I will not hesitate to take de- While Ruto previously nydifficultassignmentsIha-
cisive action,” Ruto told endorsed the transmission veundertaken,the fight aga-
lawmakers in a state-of-the- pact, saying Kenyaurgently inst corruption is one I now
nation address in the capi- needs private investment take on with resolve going
tal, Nairobi, on Thursday. for capital-intensive pro- forward,” Rutosaid.

The decision was “based on jects, his govt faced public Thousands of Kenyans
new information provided criticismthattheawardsof took to the streets earlier
by our investigative agenci- the contracts were opaque. this yvear to protest against
es and partner nations,” ThePresidenthadnochoice govt mismanagement and
he said. Adani Group buttoabandon the deals af- excessive taxation. More
wasn't immediately avai- ter the US indictment of than60peoplediedinthede-
lable for comment. Adani, according to Kenyan monstrations. s.oomserc
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cred?t rating

Bengaluru: Bangalore
International Airport Li-
mited (BIAL), the opera-
tor of Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport
(KIA), bagged the coveted
AAA credif rating with a
stable outlook from lea-
ding agenclies ICRA Lid,
India Ratings and Rese-
arch Pvt Ltd, and Crisil
Ratings Ltd, indicating
the highest degree of fi-
nancial safety and mini-
mal eredit risk.

BIAL's achievement
underscores its status as
the third-largest airport
in Indiaand largest in So-
uth India, with an annual
passenger-handling ca-
pacity of 515 million.
Passenger traffic is pro-
jected to grow by 10-11%
in FY 2025, reaching 41-42
million passengers. Its
operating income is also
expected to rise by 20% in
FY 2025, driven by air-
port expansion, higher
passenger numbers and
increased revenues.
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Air India to ‘refresh’its
legacy ultra-long-haul B777s

MAKEOVER TIME. Air India has planned a gradual “hard or
heavy” refresh programme for its fleet of B777 aircraft

——
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Tata Group-promoted
Air India is set to initiate a
“heavy refresh” programme
for its fleet of legacy Boeing
777 aircraft to provide an up-
graded ultra-long-haul flying
experience for its passen-
gers, sources told
businessline.

The programme, as per
sources, is expected to com-
mence by February or March
2025, and will gradually en-
hance the cabin experience
of the airline’s 13 legacy Boe-
ing 777s.

At present, Air India also
has leased 11 Boeing 777s;
these aircraft are not to be a
part of this exercise.

As per sources, Air India
has planned a gradual “hard
or heavy” refresh pro-
gramme for its fleet of old,
legacy B777 aircraft to en-
sure its passengers on the ul-
tra-long-haul flights have an
elevated experience of the
cabin.

NEW BRANDING

Notably, the programme will
include changes to seat cov-
ers, carpets and curtains, and
refurbish galleys and lavator-
ies, in sync with Air India’s
new branding aspects.

“The cabin refresh of our
B777 aircraft is a key part of
our commitment to provid-
ing passengers with world-
class service,” sources told
businessline.

“We believe this refresh

will bring a fresh new feel to
the aircraft, offering both
comfort and style while rein-
forcing our vibrant new
brand identity.”

According to the plan, pas-
sengers will get to experi-
ence new seat Covers, cur-
tains and carpets after the
refresh whereas the aircraft
galleys, where in-flight meals
are kept and readied for
serving, will also receive a
makeover.

Besides, meal tables and
stowage systems will be re-
furbished. Other features
such as, armrests, fascia and
trim panels as well as over-

head bins will also be
refurbished.
Already, light refresh

activities are being done on
these legacy B777 aircraft
during major maintenance
work.

The refresh programme is
expected to make a “signific-
ant” impact on the airline’s
ultra-long-haul  passenger
experience, as the 777s serve
Air India’s most high-profile
international  routes to
North America and Canada.

Presently, Air India’s B777
aircraft operates on ultra-
long-haul routes to cities in
US and Canada.

The airline plans to ex-
pand its global network
gradually, with more aircraft
strengthening its fleet.

With its newly refreshed
cabins, Air India aims to pos-
ition itself as a competitive
player in the global aviation
market, attracting both busi-

ness and leisure travellers
alike.

22 NOVEMBER 2024
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Saudi, India top domestic
aviation recovery: Study

—
Cur Bureau
b b

India hos seen the second
fastest recovery in domestic
geal  capacity among top
twenty aviation markets
comparad to 2019, OAG, an
aviation data provider said in
its latest analvsis,

Domestic scat capacity in
India in 2024 is 12.7 per cent
higher compared to 2019,
Seat capacity growth in India
is # per cent higher com-
pared to 2023 driven by addi
tion of aircraft by Air India
and IndiGe, alongside new
IS,

Domestic  airlings  are
scheduled to operate over
3,500 daily ﬂ.ig.-hls in winter
season which is 5 per cent
higher on a  wvear-on-vear
basis. Lum:mh however,
the airlines are operati
hetween 3,150-3,180 flights
daily.

The OAG analysis has re
vealed that among 20 major

markets only China, India,
Italy, Mexico, Saudi Arabia,
Spain and Turkev registered
a double digit seat capacity
growth in 2024 over the pre
pandemic pariod.

Only Sandi Arabia has
seen faster growth than In-
diawith 17.1 per cent seatad
dition. Howewver it is a smal-
ler market (2.17 lakh daily
sewts) compared to India
which is the third largest in
the world with over 6.5 lakh
daily scats,

The analysis includes UAE
which has seen 15 per cent
growth in seats over the
seme period but purely inter-
national as the countty has
o domestic aviation market.

On a vear-on-year basis
Italy, Korea, Saudi Arabia
and Thailand have witnessed
double digit growth, OAG
Avtation analysis shows.

“Across the twenty largest
country  markets in  the
world, half have vet to re-
cover w219 capacity
levels... " OAG sad.
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12.7%

growth in airline seat capaci

SURAIJEET DAS GUPTA
New Delhi, 21 November

growth in overall airline seat capac-

ity in 2024 compared to pre-pan-
demic levels in 2019, ranking fifth
among the top 20 countries with the
highest seat capacity globally.

A study by global travel data pro-
vider OAG highlights that the four coun-
tries that have recovered faster than
India include Saudi Arabia (growth of
17.1 per cent), the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) (15 per cent), Mexico (14.4 per
cent), and Tiirkiye (12.3 per cent).
However, even in 2024, nearly half of
the top 20 countries still have not fully
recovered to 2019 levels. These include
France, Australia, Russia, Canada,
Thailand, and South Korea.

In 2024, India’s overall seat capacity
is expected to increase by 8 per cent
year-on-year, placing it in seventh place.
However, countries like Saudi Arabia
(11.7 per cent) and the UAE (10.5 per
cent), which are ahead, have done well.

Indja is projected to see a 12.7 per cent

=7 ADDING CHAIRS AIRLINESEAT GROWTH (%)

M From2019t0 2024

From 2023 to 2024

m ~
3 (o]
e —

n3

10.4
10

AE  Mexico Turkey INDIA Spain = Italy  China
Thefigures are projections; Source: 0AG
age in their seat capacity.

Several countries that saw declines
between 2019 and 2024 are also on the
upswing. For instance, Thailand, bene-
fiting from visa-free offerings, has seen
an increase in airline capacity by 13.8
per cent in 2024 over the previous year.
South Korea also saw an upsurge in
capacity growth of 16.7 per cent in the
same period. Both Germany and
Indonesia have recovered after a shrink-

But the assessment points to some
serious challenges in India’s airline
capacity. IndiGo, which operates the
A320 and A350 aircraft, currently has
about 70 aircraft grounded due to a
delay in receiving parts from Pratt &
Whitney, resulting in a loss of over
68,000 seats per day.

On a more positive note, the report

points out that with two major airlines
— Air India and IndiGo — both having
placed large aircraft orders, India’s
growth in the aviation sector is expected
to take off.

Globally, seat capacity recovery in
2024 is just 24 per cent higher than in
2019. Year-on-year, global airline capac-
ity grew by 6.6 per cent, a rate that could
have been higher.

The research also projects that
demand may be cooling slightly follow-
ing the ‘revenge travel surge of 2023,
which saw record-breaking revenues.
While the appetite for travel remains,
economic pressures like the rising cost
of living, increased taxation, and ongo-
ing geopolitical challenges will keep air-
lines and airports on high alert heading
into 2025.

Analysts predict that, much like the
passenger car industry, where pent-up
demand has subsided, the growth in
car sales in India and globally is
expected to slow down. The question
remains: Will the aviation industry see
a similar trend?
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Indian carriers projected toadd 600
planesin next Syrs: Aviation secy

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 21 November

Indian carriers, which cur-
rently have approximately 800
planes in their fleet, are pro-
jected to add about 600 planes
in the next five years, Civil
Aviation Secretary
Vumlunmang Vualnam said
here on Thursday.

“India’s aviation infrastruc-
ture has expanded exponen-
tially, with the number of air-
ports more than doubling
from 74 to 157 over the past
decade. Passenger numbers
have surged from 110 million
to 220 million annually, and
the aircraft fleet has grown
from 400 to 800, with projec-
tions to reach 1,400 within five
years,” he stated in his speech
during ‘Women in Aviation

FLYING AIM

300

Current planesin fleet
of Indian carriers

1400

Projected aircraft
within 5 years

W 74t0157: Numberof
airportsrisenin India
overthe pastdecade

India Awards 2024°. “This
growth signals abundant
career opportunities in avia-
tion for women and under-
scores their essential role in
the industry’s future,”

Vualnam added.

According to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), India has
803 commercial aircraft right
now. While 72 per cent of these
planes are from European
planemaker Airbus, about 22
per cent are from US-based air-
craftmaker Boeing,.

To meet the growing
demand in the country's air
travel market, Indian carriers
have made four significant air-
craft orders since last year. In
February 2023, the Tata-run
Air India group placed an
order for 470 planes — 250
with Airbus, and 220 with
Boeing. In June 2023, IndiGo
made the world's largest air-
craft order by signing a deal for
500 A320neo family planes
from Airbus.

In January 2024, new air-
line Akasa Air placed an order
for 150 B737 Max aircraft with
Boeing. In October this year,
Air India placed an order for
85 more planes with Airbus.
Air India group and IndiGo
hold more than 90 per cent of
the domestic passenger mar-
ket right now. Vualnam also
talked about the central gov-
ernment's scheme, which was
approved in November last
year, to provide drones to
15,000 women self-help
groups (SHGs). This scheme
enables “rural women to adopt
cutting-edge technology for
agricultural purposes like
spraying fertilizers and pesti-
cides,” he noted.

Vualnam also talked about
the success of the production
linked incentive (PLI) scheme

for drones, which has allowed
23 Indian companies to
achieve a combined turnover
0f 1,400 crore from an initial
budget of %120 crore. “With
over 21,000 drones now regis-
tered in India, this sector offers
immense opportunities for
women to lead technological
advancements,” he said.

Radha Bhatia, president,
Women in Aviation India
(WAI), said: “While India has
the largest number of women
pilots in the world, we are root-
ing for equal growth across all
verticals of aviation... We are
reaching out to remote corners
of the country to inspire and
encourage young girls to join
the aviation industry. Many of
these girls have never seen an
aircraft or have never been
exposed to the world of avia-
tion.”

Founded in 2015 in New
Delhi, WAI is a non-profit orga-
nisation working to encourage
women to find and advance
careers in the aviation indus-
ry.
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Al to fly back
30 passengers
stuck in Phuket

for 3 days

NEW DELHI, PTI: Air India
will fly back at the earliest,
with around 30 remain-
ing passengers who were
among those stranded in
Phuket for the past three
days after the flight from
Thailand’s city to Delhi
was cancelled duetoatech-
nical issue, according to
sources,

Some Air India passen-
gers took to social media
to complain that they have
been stuck at Phuket since
November 16.

In a statement on Tues-
day, Air India regretted the
inconvenience causedtothe
passengers of flight AI377
which was to operate from
Phuket to Delhi on Novem-
ber16 after it was cancelled
dueto atechnical issue.

The source in the know
said there were around 144
passengers booked on that
flight and most of them
have returned. Around 30
remaining passengers will
be flown back atthe earliest,
mostly on Wednesday, they
added.

Further, the source said
the technical issue in the
aircraft concerned hasbeen
rectified.
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M Indian Aviation Costo
Have L4k Planesin5Yrs

NEW DELHI Civil aviatian
X secretary Vumlunmang
Vualnam on Thursday said

the number of planes with
domesticairines willincrease to
1.400 in the next flve years as he
highlighted the growth potential of
the country's aviation space. Leading
carriers IndiGo and Air India have
placed significant plane orders
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Flights for Gwl, Indore, Ujjain
discontinued for want of flyers

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The air service under PM
Shree Paryatan Vayu Seva has
been discontinued for Gwa-
lior, Indore and Ujjain for want
of passengers. The flights (6-
seater) for the three cities were
stopped from October end as
they failed to attract flvers to
sustain operations. On the
contrary, the flights for Singh-
rauli, Rewa and Khajuraho are
getting enthusiastic response
and seeing the increasing
number of flyers, the fre-
quency of flights to these des-
tinations have been increased

from this month,
The Company Secretary for
Madhya Pradesh Tourism

Board, Ankit Kaumv con-

firmed that flights under PM
Shree Paryatan Seva have been
discontinued for Indore, Ujjain
and Gwalior. The aforesaid
cities have multi transport facil-
ities and have geod road and
rail comnectivity so people
prefer using them, said Kaurav,
“Wow we are focusing on flights
for distant places to cut short
the travel time.” he added.
People in the tourism
board, having knowledge of
the matter, said that flight oc-
cupancy for routes to Gwalior,
Indore and Ujjain were be-
tween 40 % and 50 %. Besides
better road and rail connectiv-
ity to these cities, the travel
cost is much cheaper than the
air fare. Also, many people
take mad routes as the travel
distance from Bhopal to these

cities is not that long.

An officer of Flyola Com-
pany, which operates flights,
said that flights for Ujjain have
been discontinued as blue
bulls were spotted at the air-
port prompting the auth-
orities to discontinue the
service over safety concerns

Taking the air route to reach
vour destination is expensive
isnot very pocket friendly. Be-
sides, commuting to and fro
airport and then long wait be-
fore boarding the plane is also
very txing for some.

Owing to the said reasons,
flight occupancy to these three
destinations remained thin
prompting the authorities to
discontinue the air service
under PM Shree Parvatan
Vavu Seval

Frequency of Rewa,
Khajuraho and
Singhrauli flights

increased

The flights to Rewa, Khaju-
raho and Singhrauli are receiv-
ing overwhelming response
with occupancy ranging be-
nween 70% and 80°% Now, con-
templation i being done to
introduce a 12-seater plane in-
stead of six-seater plane which
are currently ferryving passen-
gers o these cities. Earlier, there
was only one flight for Singh-
rauli from Bhopal. Seeing the
overwhelming demand of pas-
sengers, the frequency of flights
for Rewa and Singhrauli were
incressed to twice a week. And
from this November, flights
have been increased to six days
aweek to these two cities.
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BIET RO INDIA NEWS | HYDERAEAD ™

UAE has seen an exponential
increase In Indians wavelling
abroad. According to a report
published by the Ministry of
Tourism 2024, Indian nationals”
departures has beenincreased
by 152% in 2022,

Many Indian nationals rave |
for many reasons. The list in-
cludes leisure, tourism, or
medical trestment, while some
visit family or relatives living
overseas. Others seelr im-
proved living conditions, and
cultural experiences, or attend
business  and  professicnal
EVEnts.

In 1941 the number of In-
dian nationals departing from
India was 194 million, which

CHANGING PATTERNS

B |n 1991, the number of
Indian nationals de part-
ing from India was 1.94
milllion, which increased
to216mllion by 2022

B Between 2012 and
2017, Saudi Arabia
was the maost popular
destination

B |n 2022, Singapore and
Thailand will take 3rd
and 4th places respect-
ively while UAE being
the 1st most travelled
destination by Indians
since 2019

increased to 21 6mllion by 2022,

reflecting a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 7.82%.

dubai calling

UAE becomes favourite destination for Indians

Telugu people who travelled and living in Dubai is almost ten percent that is more than 4 lakhs

2002 and
Saudi Arabia was the most

Between 2047,
popular  destination.  Even
though the UAE has overtaken
it, Saudi Arabia was the second
most popular destination in
2022 0ver the lastdecade, there
has been a steep shift in the

countries that Indians are
travelling to. In 2011, Thailand,
Singapore and Bahrain were
the most popular destinations
with each country recording
more than § lakh departures
each.

However, since 2019, these

34 lakh Indian expats living in UAE,
4 lakh Telugus included

As per MEA over 34 251akhs of Indian expats are estimated to
ke living in the LIAE. With Kerala being on the topwith a popu-
lation of 50% thattravelled from Indiathatis more than 17

lakhs. According to the same report, the population of Telugu
people who travelled and living in Dubai is al mest ten percent

three countries are not in the
top 3 most popular desting-
tions, Bahrain has made it o
the top 10 destinations only
once since 2006, In 2022, Sin-
gapore and Thaland will take
drd and 4th places respectively
while UAE being the Ist most
travelled destination by Indians
since 2019,

The UAE hasemerged asthe
maost popular destinaton for
Indian wavellers, This Is not

only because the UAE hosts the
largest number of Indian na-
ticnals in the GOC region, but
also due to the key role of its
two major airports—Dubai In-
ternational Airport and Abu
Dhabi  Imernational  Adrport
which serve as key hubs with
numerous connecting fights.
AsperMEAover 3425 lakhs of
Indian expats are estimated to
be living in the UAE. With Ke-
rala being on the top with a

population of 50% that travelled
from India thatis more than 17
lakhs.

According to the same re-
port, the population of Telugu
people whotravelled and living
in Dubai is almost ten percent
that is more than 4 lakhs. The
number is increasing in heavy
numbers asthere isan ncrease
in employment in Blue-collar
and white-collar jobs. 65% be-
long to the blue-collar category
{employed mostly inconstrue-
tion companies, municipalities,
and agricultural farms), 200
belong to the white-collar non-
professional {clevical staff, shop
assistants, salesmen, accoun-
tants) and 5% are professionals
and businessmen and thelr
family membersa.
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Domestic airlines’ fleet to touch 1,400 planes in five years
C ivil aviation secretary Vumlunmang Vualnam on Thursday said the _=ﬁ

number of planes with domestic airlines will increase to 1L400/in the
next five vears as he highlighted the growth potential of the country’s
aviation space,

Currently, the fleet isaround 800 aircraft and leading carriers IndiGo and
Air India have placed significant plane ovders.

At an event in the national capital, the secretary also mentioned the
apportunities for women in the aviation sector, including in the drone
segment. In the last 10 vears, the number of airports has more than doubled
from 74 t0 157, Vualnam said.

He also said the number of passengers has doubled to around 220 million
from 110 million.

The secretary was speaking at the ‘Giving Wings to Dreams Awards 2024
hosted by not-for-profit group Women in Aviation India in collaboration
with the civil aviation ministry. PTI Currently, the damestic airlines’ fleet is around 800 aircraft. MEINT
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Domestic airlines’ fleet to touch
1,400 planes in 5 yrs, says official

NEW DELHI: Civil Avia-
tion Secretary ‘L"u.mlunrmmg
Vualnam on Thursday said
the number of planes with
domestic airlines will increase
to 1,400 in the next five years
as he ]'lighlighh:d the gru'wrh
potential of the country’s
aviation space.

Currently, the fleet is
around 800 aircraft and lead-
ing carriers IndiGo and Adr
India have placed significant
plane orders.

At an event in the national
capllal,lht secretary also men-
toned the opportunities [or
women in the aviation sec-
Lo, in.clu.ding in the drone
segment.

In the last 10 years, the

number of airports has more
than doubled from 74 to 157,
Vualnam said.

He also said the number
of passengers has doubled to
around 22 crore from 11 crore.

The secretary was speaking
at the 'Giving Wings to Dreams
Awards 2024" hosted by not-
for-profit group Women in
Aviation India in collaboration

with the civil aviation ministry.

According to him, the Rs
120-crore Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme was
successiul and that benefi-
ciary companies have seen
their overall turnover rise to
Es 1,400 crore.

“Wew scheme for drones is
required especially for compo-
nent manufacturers. We will
prepare and put up to the gov-
ernment but that is still at a
preparation stage,” the secre-
tary noted.

The first Production Linked
Incentive scheme for drones,
introduced in 2021 with an
outlay of Bs 120 crore for three
financial years starting from

2021-22, has ended. Bl
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Inform passengers on {light
delays: Aviation Min to airlines

NEW DELHI: Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammeohan Naiduon
Wednesday held a review meet-
ing with various stakeholders
on fog preparedness and asked
airlines to proactively inform

ssengers about flight delays as
wp\?dl HS%I‘I.SLII.‘{! chfckgi?n coulrters
are fully staffed to help minimise
travel disruptions.

"“The preparations for man-
aging visibility-related chal-
lenges this winter are movin

e right direction with go
progress made in resolving the
bottlenecks," the civil aviation
ministry said in a release.

Civil Awviation Secretary
Vumlunmang Vualnam, senior
officials from the ministry,
DGCA (Directorate General of
Civil Aviation), BCAS (Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security), Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD), Delhi airport operator
DIAL and airline representatives,
among others, participated in
the meeting.

On Monday, bad weather
conditions in the national cap-
ital resulted in at least 15 flight
diversions and a delay of more
than 100 flights as visibility con-
ditions were very poor.

Generally, the fog season
starts in early December.

According to the release, air-
lines have confirmed that they
will adhere to the DGCA guide-
lines with respect to deploying
CAT II/TII compliant aircraft and

pilots for Delhi and other airports
that could be impacted by fog.

Out of the four runways at
the Delhi airport, which is also
the country's busiest airport,
three have CAT I ILS (Instru-
ment Landing System) that will
permit flight operations at low
visibility levels.

CAT II/II compliance will
allow pilots to operate aircraft at
low visibility conditions.

Airlines have been instructed
to "proactively communicate
with passengers about poten-
tial delays/ cancellations due
to visibility issues and to ensure
that correct passenger contact
information is recorded dur-
ing ticket booking. The flight
has to be cancelled if the delay
is exceeding three hours," the
release said.

Proper facilitation of passen-
gers is the priority during times

of flight delays and cancellations.
Airlines should ensure that all
check-in counters at airports are
fully staffed to minimise passen-
ger inconvenience, the minister
said at the meeting.

Delhi airport operator DIAL
{Delhi International Airport Ltd)
has been advised to install LED
screens at prominent locations
for providing real-time updates
on visibility conditions to pas-
sengers. Besides, it has been
asked to ensure increased avail-
ability of Follow Me' vehicles to
guide aircraft during low visibil-
ity conditions.

While emphasising on hav-
ing a passenger-centric approach,
Naidu mentioned the impor-
tance of real-time coordination
between Air Traffic Controllers
(ATCs), airlines, ground handlers
and airport operators to ensure
seamless operations.  AGENCIES
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Number of hoax bomb threats to airlines
have reduced: Civil Aviation Secretary

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

uthorities have successful-
ly handled the menace of
hoax bomb calls to airlines and

such calls have reduced. To a
query about hoax bomb calls,
Civil Aviation Secretary
Vumlunmang Vualnam also
said that authorities have tack-
led them successfully. He fur-
ther said that procedures being
adopted to deal with fog-relat-
ed disruptions have been
streamlined.

A few weeks back, hundreds of
flights had received bomb
threat calls that later turned out
Lo be hoaxes. These threats had
significantly impacted flight
operations of various domestic
carriers. "Our securily have
tackled this (hoax bomb calls)
and we have seen also that we
have been successful, The num-
bers have now gone down and
from the airport threal assess-
ment commuittee also, the con-
sultation process has been
streamlined. They have been
made more responsive, (for)
quick response...

“We have suceessfully handled
the hoax cases so that passen-
gers and flights are not dis-
rupted by hoax calls,” Vualnam
said.

As part of preparations for the

log sedson |lu:rin¥ which gen-
erally there are tlight disrup-
tions due to low visibility con-
ditions, the secretary said air-
lines have been instructed 1o
tmely inform passengers about
delays or cancellations. “We will
be issuing fresh instructions to
remind aiflines and airports for
the arrangements for passen-
gers’.

“If there is any unavoidable
delay in flights or cancellations,
the ]JI.'L'AI.'I:‘!TIJL’I:‘!; being adopted
have been streamlined .. BCAS
has issued the circular and the
drills are taking place. With
this, there will be a better han-
dling of fog season this year,”
he said,

Other steps include allowing
passengers o exit from an air-
craft through an airport depar-

ture gate in case there isa long
delay in operating the light
alter hu.n.rdmg__ In this regard,
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security {(BCAS) had issued a
circular earlier this year.
“Now, with the drills and the
space being earmarked, it has
been activated. It requires hold-
ing areas 1o be earmarked and
all those things.. It will be
applicable everywhere (air-
ports) but Delhi is the top pri-
orty because of the weather
and the volume of people,” the
secretary sald on the sidelines
of an event in the national cap-
ital.

On Wednesday, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
held a review meeting with var-
tous stakeholders on fog pre-
paredness.
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