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Turbulence hits state’s airports
as UDAN scheme ends

VITTAL SHASTRI
KALABURAGI, DHNS

he suspension of flight
Tservices from Kalabur-

agi airport has put the
spotlight on the struggles of
regional airports in the state
following the end of UDAN
scheme, while raising a ques-
tion mark over the future of
new onesannounced in Vijay-
apura, Raichur, Hassan and
other cities.

Total aircraft movement
from Kalaburagi, Hubballi,
Mysuruand Belagaviairports
plummeted by more than
60%, from 13,180 in 2021-
22 to 5,372 in 2024-25. The
movement of passengers also
witnessed a decline, from
4,89,040 to 3,34,213 during
this period.

The expiry of the Centre’s
Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik
(UDAN) schemein 2021is be-
ing cited as the main reason
for the drop in traffic.

For the business commu-
nity and other fliers, the end

TALE OF 4 AIRPORTS

Airports 2021-22 2024-25
Aircraft Passenger Aircraft Passenger

movement | movement |movement | movement
Kalaburagi 1,619 64,507 541 18,632
Hubballi 3,778 1,42517 1,770 1,27,997
Mysuru 2,738 72,937 724 38,692
Belagavi 5,045 2,09,079 2337 1,48,892

There is enough

passenger traffic

from Kalaburagi
to operate flights. But
airlines are not providing

flight service at convenient
times, forcing passengers to
switch totrains...

Sharanabasappa Pappa,
KKCCl president

of flight services between Ka-
laburagi and Bengaluru from
Oct 8 has come as a shock.
Leaders fromtheregionargue
thattheabsence of air connec-
tivity will affect growth.
“There is enough passen-
ger traffic from Kalaburagi
to operate the flights,” Sha-

ranabasappa Pappa, Kalyana
Karnataka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries presi-
dent (KKCCI), said.
“Butairlines companiesare
not providing flight service at
convenient times, forcing the
passengers to switch to trains
including Vande Bharat Ex-
press. Elected representatives
from the region should exert
pressure on both airline com-
panies and the civil aviation
ministry to operate flights,”
Airport director Kishore
Killampallisaid flight services
were withdrawn as airline
companies cited lack of pas-
senger traffic.
» Airports, Page 6

Turbulence hits state’s airports...

Airports, from Page 1

The situation is not that rosy
in Belagavias well. Airport Di-
rector S Tyagarajan said that
of a total of 13 routes awarded
totheairportunderthe UDAN
scheme, only four - routes of
Hyderabad, Jaipur, Ahmed-
abad and Mumbai - are cur-
rently operational.

Therestwerewithdrawn by
theairline companiesafterthe
expiry of three-year tenure,
he said, adding that airlines
have diverted their flights to
airports where the scheme is
operational.

Hubballi Airport Director
Rupesh Kumar said the num-

ber of passenger movements
has held steady despite a re-
duction in flight operations
post-UDAN.

“Flightsare being operated
to five cities of Delhi, Mumbai,
Pune, Hyderabad and Bengal-
uruat present. We are expect-
ing more flights after the con-
struction ofa new terminalon
20,000 square meters, which
is four times the size of the ex-
isting one. Flight services to
Delhi and Pune have become
successful even after the end
oftheschemein 20217, he said.

At Shivamogga airport,
where UDAN scheme is oper-
ational, the number of flights
has jumped to 1,400 during

2025-26 in just one year from
817 in 2024-25. Star Air and
SpiceJet are operating flights
to Tirupati, Goa, Hyderabad
and Chennaiunder the UDAN
scheme by availing subsidies.

Flights from Bidar to Ben-
galuru resumed from April
2025.Theservicewas initially
suspended in December 2023
but has been relaunched with
support from the Viability Gap
Funding (VGF) scheme from
the government.

National Industries & Com-
merce Committee district
president Amarnath Patil has
writtena letter to the minister
of civil aviation stating that air
connectivity is essential from

Kalaburagi airport as per the
special status accorded to
Kalyana Karnataka region
under Article 371-J of the Con-
stitution.

“Kalaburagi airport has
state-of-the-art facilities. How-
ever, the cancellation of flights
has severely affected connec-
tivity, economic growth, re-
gional developmentand tour-
ism”, he added. Kalaburagi
airportis now confined onlyto
pilot training. Two private in-
stitutes are providing training
toaround 200 students at the
airport. Around 30 Kalabur-
agi airport staff members are
engaged in maintenanceof the
runway and other facilities.
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UDAN network to cover 120 new destinations

5 LALITHA g Mew Dot

CIVIL Aviation Secreiary
Samir Kumar Sinha on Toes

day announced that the Region-

al Connectivity Scheme known
popularly as UDAN (Ude Desh

K Aam Nagrik) will be cont in-

ued beyond 2027 and its net
work will extend to 120 new
destinations,

Participating inthe ninth an
niversary celebrations of
UDAN at Delhi, Sinha said,
“The scheme will be continued
bevond April 2027 throwgh an
expanded UDAN Imamewark,
focusing on conmectivity with
hilly, North-Eastern, and aspl
rat lomal reglons, and the devel-
opment of arcund 120 new
destinations.”

UDAN, Implemented by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, was
lnunched on Oetober 21, 2016,
umder the National Clvil Avia
tion Policy to make Oying Oy-
ing accessible and affordable
for all. Tt was launched with a
10-vear vision, to connect Tier-2
and Tier3 citles through a mar
ket-driven yvet Mnanelally sup-
ported model

“UDARN s not just a schomi,
it 1s o catalyst for change ond a
testament to India’s commit-
ment (o making alr travel in
clusive, sustainable and an in-
tegral part of our development
journey.” said an official re

-
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3

L

6549 routes operationalised, connecting 93 airports

Under the scheme, 649 routes have been operatonalised, connecting
93 unserved and underserved alrports, including 15 hellports and 2
water aermdromes, A key recent inltiative has been the introduction of
Comprehens ke Guidelines for Seaplane Operations and UDAN 5.5.

lease from the Civil Aviatlon
Ministry Sofar, over 1.56 crome
passengers have travelled on
board the 3.23 Iakh Nights oper-
aded under i,

“It has been o transforma
tHonal initiative aimed at mak-
ing air travel alfordahle and ac-
cessible o the common citizn
The first UDAN Might, Inmgu
rated by PM Narendra Modi on
April 27, 2007 betwesn Shimla
and Delhi, marked a new em in
regional aviation connectivity”
the Secretary added.

Under the scheme, 849 mules
howe been operat ionalised ason
date connecting 83 unserved

and underserved alrports, In-
chiding 15 heliports and 2 water
acrodromes. “To support ale
line operators amnd regional in-
frastrncture, the Government
has disbursed more than 24,300
crore fs Viahility Gap Funding
(VG Frand invested $4,638 crore
In alrport development under
RCS."” the melease sald.

A key recent initiative
has been the Introductlon
of Comprehensive Guidelines
for Seaplane Operations in
Angust 2024, and the Inunch
of the TDAN 5.5, a special hid-
ding round for seaplanes and
helicopters.

Terminal 2 of
Delhi airport to
begin operations
SLALITHA 0New Delni

TERMINAL 2 of the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
will open on October 25-26 after
underpoing major maint ercinee
works and a ronway upgrade,
Alrlines are shifting thelr
Mights to the new terminal.
Delhi will then have all thres
terminals operational

An offieial told this newspa-
per, “Anti-sabotage operations
by the security agencies are
afool In connectlon with the
lunch. The terminal too would
bea Tamart"one like T1and T3,
and will offer fyvers @ much bet-
ter experience.”

IndiGo on Tuesday an
nounced the distribution of its
NMights across the three termi-
nals from September: A release
sa b Mipht s numbersd 6E 5000 Lo
E 59949, along with all interna-
tonal departures, will operate
o/ from T3, Flights numbered
GE 2000 - 8E 2999 will operate
o/ from T2, and the remaining
domestie Mights from T1.

Meanwhile, a third of Al's do-
mest be flights will shift o T2
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IndiGo to resume
operations at
T2 from Oct 26

New Delhi: IndiGo will resume
operations from Terminal 2 of
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport from Oct 26, after
a temporary shift earlier this ye-
ar due to maintenance work, the
airline said on Tuesday.

The move is part of the airli-
ne’s revised terminal plan to
enhance passenger convenien-
ceandstreamline operations. It
will now operate from all three
terminals with a new distribu-
tion of flights.

Under the plan, flights num-
bered 6E 2000 - 6E 2999 will ope-
rate from Terminal 2, while 6E
S000—-6E 5999 and all internatio-
nalflights will depart from Ter-
minal 3. All other domestic
flights will continue firom Ter-
minal 1, IndiGo said.

The airline temporarily
shifted all operations from T2
to T1 in April 2025 for mainte-
nance work.

IndiGo has advised pas-
sengers to check flight num-
bers and terminal details befo-
re travel, as some schedule ad-
justments may apply. Updated
information is available on its
website and mobile app. ans
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IndiGo unveils new flights
plan from Delhi airport

New Delhiz IndiGo on Tuesday
=aid it will have flights from all
three terminals of the Delhi
airpart from October 26. The
Indira Gandhi International
Airport has three terminals and
the revamped T2 will be
operational from October 26.
All international flights are
operated from T3.m
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Airbus to inaugurate new
assembly line in China

PARIS[BELIING: Airbus is paised
to open a second assembly line
in China this week. days after
marking a similar expansion in
the US, industry sources said.
The second line at the port city

of Tianjin near Beijing will
increase Airbus'
manufacturing capability for
best-selling A320 nea-famiy
single-aisle jets. mume
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IndiGo to operate flights
from Delhi airport’s all
3 terminals from Oct 26

IndiGo on Tuesday said it will have flights
from all three terminals of the Indira Gandhi
International Alrport from October 26. The
revarnped T2 will be operational from October
26. All international flights are operated from
T3. In a release, the airline said it will operate
"flights numbered 6E 2000 - 6E 20099 to/from
Terminal 2, and flights numbered 6E 5000 -
6E 5099, along with all international depar-
tures, to/from Terminal 3. T
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INTER-MINISTERIAL CONSULTATION ONGOING

New Funding Routes
on Regional Flight Map

Budgetary support, other options on cards

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The government is loo-
kingat new mechanisms to fund its
regional air connectivity scheme,
including providing budgetary
support to offset the losses that air-
lines may suffer due to flying to re-
mote destinations.

The proposals are currently un-
dergoing inter-ministerial consul-
tation, people in the know said.

The government is planning toag-
gressively push the UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagrik) scheme as it
seeks to connect 120 new destina-
tions in the next 10 years.

Under the scheme launched in
2016, the fare is capped for half of
the seats to make air travel more af-
fordable,

Since operations on hinterlands
routes are commercially not viable
becauseof the fare capand low traf-
fic, the government provides incen-
tives to airlines, such as waiver of
landing and navigation charges
and subsidies,

Eighty percent of the subsidy is

Fly High

Subsidy
given to
airlines

in UDAN
scheme

{ecr)

Source: Parkiament
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provided by levving a fee of 26,500
per commercial flight. The rest is
borne by governments in states
where the airports are located.
“The scheme will be expanded ag-
gressively, including by attracting
helicopter and sea plane opera-
tors,” said a government official.

Longer Subsidy Period »» 7

Longer Subsidy
Period

According toour caleukntions, the exis
ting mechandsm of fumding will not be
enotigh, .. to male those viable, Sa, we
ore exnmining alternacive mechs-
nbsma,” sndd the ol Thelnl

Hinco 216, the government fas disbur
sail muore than £4,000 crore as subsibdy
iinder the schemie sind vestod anothidr
v 64 crore {or developing nnd upgrs-
ding pirpor= The scheme has shown a
mixed respanse, withonly aboud &% ol
the origingl 9 routes operational cur-
redtly

The official said the serutiny of the
schems showed that there may be a re-
gubremeit to lnerease the perbod of sub
sidy from the current thres years. This
Iy redulre this governmsant to lneres-
g the M gize.

Under UDAN. nirlines mist stmrt
fights within four months of success-
Tully bidding For a rogie. They will got
three-year exclusivity an these routes,
tsulnting them rom any competi e
pressire durtng this poricd. These re
minte mirports vy o lower tox on avis
thaen bl faed and do vt charge alre
part foes

“For smnller airlines, who are sub-
stantial lavers in cemole connectivity
they can't efart flights despite gotting
permission dis o non-avallabdlity of
alreraft or readiness of the airport, It
becomes a big financinl burden for
thitm So; e moy bea reqairement (o
inerease the period of subsidy” o so-
cond grovernment official said.

Findlng & different way o fund the
schieme is important for the govern
ment as Indin’s mainline earriers like
Trend G o ard Alr Tndin meay not bewilling
to cross-subsidise the schema, [n 2022,
s faver fnaegil Wit forced 10 teverss &
plan to mereass the levy 1o 715,000 per
Might, as it faced a pushback from airll-
nes which argued that it would lead to
imereisr in Hoket prices, hurting thoir
PEssaNgRrE.

“Ad we i Lo expaiid the scliesme, we
alse don’t want to incrense the bunlen
anpassengers by increasing the lsvy Sa,
there is o proposal that that budgetary
suppart be given to the scheme,” the sa.
condd oificial aid

According ioexecutives at reghonnl cor
riers, povernment backing is important
for the schese i 1 as proved io beeritl-
calto imprwe reglonnl connectivity
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Govt says 649 air
routes connected
under UDAN

THE GOWERMMENT O
Tuesday said the regioral air
connectivity scheme LDam,
which has helped
operationalive 449 roul &5
connecting ¥3 unserved and
underserved airports in nine
years, willbe continued
beyond April 2027, The
scheme was launched on
October 21, 2014, and the first
bt was operated between
Shimia and Delhi onApnl 27,
2007 A= much as 649 routes
have been operationalised,
connect 95 airports, 15

bl oS and 19 asrocliomes

AGEMCIES
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IndiGo to resume T2 ops from Oct 26 at IGI

FE BUREAL
Meow Delhl, October 21

INDIGO WILL RESUME opom
tions from Terminal X of
Delhi’s IndiraGandhi | nterna-
tional Alrport starting October
26 following atemporary shift
earlierthis yeardue to mainte
nancework
Themovecomessoon after
Alr India earlier this month
announced admilar shift of a
poertion of its domestic opera
tions to Terminal 2, as part of
ongoing efforts to streamline
traffic across terminals. With
this, IndiGo will operate from
all three terminals —T1,T2,
and T3 — under a revised

flight number
distribution
aimed at enhancing
operational
efficiency.

All IndiGo
flights numbered 6E
2000 to 6E 2,999 will operate
to and from Terminal 2,
which is reopening for IndiGo
EeTViCES,

Flights numbered 6 E 5000
to 6E 5999, along with all
international fights, will
depant from and armive at Ter
minal 3, while all otherdomes
tic tlights will continue to
operate from Terminal L
“With theobjective of enhanc-
Irl.gI'I,I"-||I1II.!I.'H'..'I'!I.'-I't'lﬁ-l,'l:l{'l;'.‘l.lul

airport effidency, IndiGo will
operate flights numbered 6E
2000-6E 2999 to/from Ter
minal 2,and fightsnumbered
6E5000-6E5999, along with
all international departures,
to/from Terminal 3, All other
domesticflights will ontinue
to operate to/from Terminal
1, theairline said.

Alrlines had mowved thebr
T2 operathons to Terminal 1 in

April due to mainte
nance work, The 40
year-old Terminal 2
was trmporanly shut
ecarlier this year and has
sines undergone significant
upgrades. The refurbished ter-
minalwill now handleapprox
imately 120 daily d omestic
flights operated by Air India
and IndiCo, as part of efforis
o streamline operations
across tenm inals

The alrline has advised its
passengers to check their
flight numbers and terminal
details carefull ybefore travel
ing, as the changes may also
Invalve adjustments o fight
schedules
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Pilot aborts Al Express take-off after engine fault

HD Bureau
CHENNAI

A major safety incident was
averted at Chennai Inter-
national Airport on Sunday
morning when the pilot of a
Air India Express flight to
Bengaluru detected a critical
engine issue moments before
take-off. The quick action of
the cockpit crew prevented
potential danger to 108 pe-
ople aboard — 104 passengers
and five crew membersThe
aircraft was scheduled to
depart at 10:45 am, and was
already taxiing when the
commander observed ab-
normal engine parameters.
He immediately halted the

take-off roll and directed the
aircraft back to the parking
bay, where airline engineers
boarded to inspect the air-
craft. Passengers memained
seated during theinspection.

According to airline sou-
rees, the fault occurred in one
of the aircraft’s engines and
was identified before any at-
mospheric load or high—
speed runrup. The pilot’s
decision to abort the dep-
arture was taken as a pre-
cautionary safety measure, in
line with standard operating
procedures. The airline co-
nfirmed the flight was del-
ayed but did not disclose the
nature of the fault.

Air India Express is a su-

The fault occurred in one of the
aircraft’s engines and was identified
before any atmospheric load or
high-speed run-up

bsidiary of TataGro-

up-owned Air India

and

operates a feet of Airbus
A320 and Boeing 737 aircraft.
Its operations have been
umnder increased regulatory
scruting  following  earlier
safery-related incidents.
Notably, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation re-
primanded the carrier in
March for delayed engine
component replacement and
for apparently altering ma-
intenance records on an Ai-
rbus A320 aircraft. That case
involved an airworthiness
directive issued by European
Union Aviation Safety Agency
for CFM International LE-
AP-1A engines.

The latest event again puts
a spotlight on the importance

of robust maintenance and
pre-flight checks in Indias
growing  aviation  sector.
Aviation analysts say that
detecting an engine issue on
the ground before take-off is
the kind of outcome every
airline strives for — the cost of
grounding an aircraft is far
lower than the risk of an in-
-flightemergency.

At Chennai airport, eng-
ineers examined the aircraft’s
engine o ascertain whether
the issue stemmed from a
sensor anomaly, component
wear, foreign-object damage
or other fault, The airline re-
ported that once cleared,
pAsSENEETS WETE  [e-feo-
ommodated on the next aw

ailable flight to Bengalur.
Airport officials confirmed
there were no injuries and
that ocperations were una-
ffected by the delav bevond
the scheduled slot.

Aviation consultant Dr
Meera Sharma observed:
“What matters is not only that
the fault was detected, but
how the airline managed
passenger  comimnunication
and aircraft turnaround. The
pilots decision o abort be-
fore take-off is textboole But
the postissue procedure —
how maintenance is done,
how the aircraft is restored to
service and how reconds are
updated — that is where the
wider safetyvoul ture is tested”
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DIBRUGARH {ASSAM)
Al Express
flight returns
after snag

A Dibrugarh-bound Alr
India Express flight on
Monday returned to
Guwahati after develop-
ing a technical snag, and
|ater flew to its destina-
tion with a different air-
craft, officials said. The
Boeing 737 Max 8 carrier
took off from Lokpriya
Gopinath Bordoloi
International (LGEI)
Airport in Guwahati at
12.20 pm and was sched-
uled ta land at Dibrugarh
airport at 1.256 pm.
However, moments
befare landing, the pilots
observed a problem in
the avionics related to one
of the wings, an official
said. "It decided to return
to Guwahati, A different
aircraft was arranged and
flight [X-1188 flew from
Guwahati and reached
Dibrugarh at .20 pm,” he
added.
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Foreign carriers ‘poaching’ Indian
pilots would be disturbing: Elbers

HEW DELHI

Poaching of Indian pllots
on a large scale would be
‘disturbing’ & public and
private players in the avia-
thon sector wene making
farge mvestments in ad
|:|||'|,|I el |1|:mﬂs and deve-
loplng abrpons, sald Indi-
Lo CED Pieter Elbers.

The CEQ was cxplaining
the rationale behind a
working paper presented
by the Indlan govermment
helore the UN's aviation sa-
fety body, International Ci-
wil Aviation Organisation
(ICAD), calling for & me
chanism o curh posching
of Indian pllots by lorekgn
CArTiErs. Government
sources sald the paper wis
presented at the bebest of
the indisiry and was pri-
muirily about Indian avia-
thon professionals migrat-
Img to Gull carriers,

"Baoth IndiGo and Air In
dii) are making massive in-
westmenits in baying niew
planes. and now we are
collladwoentingg with schonls,
There are both public and
private sector investmenis
in developing airports and
nther  infrastruciure.  In
that context it would be a
bt disturhing if you have
Large groups of people be-
ing poached and moved
awiy,” Me Elsess tald The
Himedy in an exchisive inte-
raction eartier this monih,

Pieter Ebers

n  whether anrition
was a concern for IndiGo,
Mr, Elbers sakd it “poes & bil
up armd down,” but emigsha-
aksed the need for “stabilll-
1y e enable Long-term
planning as airlines were
investing In planes for the
meext 200 1o 25 years

The working paper ti-
led “Practices  Tmjacting
Orderly Gonduwct of Inter-
matbonal  Civil  Avlaion®
cilled for & “code of con
duct”  among  Member
Stintes bo regulaie cross bor
der sl recruitment rea-
sonimg that foreign sirlines
recruiting skilled person-
mel from Indian carriers
that include pilots, engi
meers, echnlclons, and ca-
bin crew  disrupted the
planned growth of domes-
the players.

The paper was submit-
ted to the 1CAD i Adigiist
ahead of s General As-
sembly meetieg (0 the ks

week of September to be
taken wp For discussion.
“The Impact is particu
larly severe for specialised
roles such as AMEs [Air-
craft Maintenance Engi
neers] and type-rated pi
o [pilots  trained  on
specific  aircraft  types).
whiere h.-|'|l.1|.‘1.-|'||1,-|1| Tiain-
Ing can take monmths or
even years. This practice
croates an unfair compet
tive disadvantage where
dian  carriers  effectively
subsbdise the ralning coss
of foreim alrlines while
bearing the operational
dissupdion  costs  them-
setlves,” the paper asserted.,
Thowever, Indla’s progo-
sl fabled o garner majork

by suppsort at 10AO.

Against labour market

0 ile the Couminvigaion ax-
|'||‘4'>.m-1.|. appreciation lor
the lssues raised in the
working paper, it notedd the
majority of States did not
appport the action jtems
presented in the paper as
thess were considered o
ninclermine the enie ik
ples of labour market com:
petition, The Commission
agrevd with the views ex
pressed by several Seates
thit these issues should be
deali with at a natkonal Je-
vel and do not fall within
the purview of [CAQ," ac-
enrding to the Tniteriation.
il Federation of Air Line Pi-
lois Assoclationg, which

itlso presented a8 counter
paper. Pilot groupings have
comtestied  India's  stande
and said the proposal vio-
lates fundamental righis by
restricting Indiun  probes:
sionals from seebding lawful
employment overseas and
fuils to diagnose the root
rause for palots migrating
duse 10 dissatisfction over
poor working conditions,
lack of contractual seouri-
ty, limited wpward mobili
ty and a lack of standar-
dised pay siructure,

Duopoly dynamics
"This proposal risks Inst-
tutionalising a form of
honded labour i a dusopo-
ly envirnnment, where In-
dian pilots may be kocked
Imto employment with a
single airline under unikat
eral and ever-changing ser-
wioe r|.r|1|]'r1:i|1m|r" smid Ak
Line Mlots' Associaton,

While proposieg a Code
of Conduct, the Working
Paper  references  the
DGCAS 2007 rube where
the regulator for the first
time derermined notiee pe-
rlod for pélots imposing
one year for pilots in com-
mand and six months for
first efficers. This was wmil
then only part of emplov-
ment contracts with 16
months of notice period
being the norm. However,
the Delll High Court in
ZMM8 put i bempsorary stay
o this rule.
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@ Air Traffic

In August 2025, the number of domestic flights from Mumbai declined around
5% over August 2024 |evels. International flights increased about 43%.

Number of domestic flights
24,000

20,440 18,751 19,509
18,000
12,000

6,000

1}

Aug-24 Feh-25 Aug-25

Number of international flights

5,000

7,584 7,909
6,974

6,000

3,000

? Aug-24 Feh-25 Aug-25

Sounce: Mrports Autharity of India



AIF’P' 'fi FSA'HHUH‘H Y OF ENUL&.

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU CHENNA T 20 OCTOBEE. 2025

Al to operate special flight for

passengers stranded in Milan

Air India will operate a special flight from Milan
to Delhi on Sunday to bring back passengers
stranded in the Italian city after the airline had
cancelled its flight on Friday following a technical
issue with the Dreamliner aircraft. There were
posts on social media complaining about the lack
of adequate facilities for the passengers. “To
ensure that the affected passengers can return
home to India in time for the festive occasion,
our teams expedited the rectification process on
the aircraft at Milan and secured the necessary
approvals to operate an additional commercial
flight departing Milan at 1900 hours local time
and arriving in Delhi on the morning of 20
October,” a statement said. e
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UDAN flies high with 649 routes

NEW DELHI: The government on Tuesday said
the regional air connectivity scheme UDAN,
which has helped operationalise 649 routes con-
necting 93 unsenwﬁmd underserved airports in
nine years, will be continued beyond April 2027

UDAN {Ude Desh Ka Aam MNagrik) was
launched on Okctober 21, 2016, and the first
flight was operated between Shimla and Delhi
on April 27, 2017,

“Under the scheme, 649 routes have been
operationalised connecting 93 unserved and

underserved airports, including 15 heliports and
2 water aerodromes, facilitating over 1.56 crore
passengers through 3.23 lakh UDAN flights
the civil aviation ministry said ina release. More
than Rs 4,300 crore has been disbursed to airlines
as Viability Gap Funding (VGF), and Rs 4,638
crore has been invested for airport development
under the regional air connectivity scheme.
Civil Aviation Secretary confirmed UDAN
will continue bevond 2027, adding 120 new
regional destinations. FTl
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Air India to operate
Milan flight to bring back
stranded passengers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n New Delhi

Air India will operate a
special flight from Milan to
Delhi on Sunday to bring
back passengers stranded
in the Italian city after the
airline had cancelled their
flight on Friday following a
technical issue with the
Dreamliner aircraft.

More than 250 passen-
gers were stranded at Milan
after the flight cancellation
on Friday. There were posts
on social media complain-
ing about the lack of
adequate facilities for the
passengers.

The airline on Sunday
said it will operate a flight
from Milan to Delhi today to
accommodate passengers
of flight Al138, which was
cancelled on October 17
due to a technical issue.

“To ensure that the affect-
ed passengers can return
home to India in time for
the festive occasion, our
teams expedited the recti-
fication process on the air-
craft at Milan and secured
the necessary approvals to
operate an additional com-
mercial flight, Al1380,
departing Milan at 1900
hours local time and arriv-
ing in Delhi on the morning
of 20 October,” Air India
said in a statement.

The airline also said its
teams are proactively
reaching out to the
affected passengers, who
were previously rebooked
on other airlines with post-
Diwali arrivals, offering
them the option to
maintain their existing
bookings or switch to the
additional flight
operating today.
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Bomb hoax disrupts
Dubai-M’luru flight

Rajiv.Kalkod@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: A Dubai-
‘Mangaluru Airbus flight,
with 169 passengers on bo-
ard, was delayed for over two
hours Friday after a tissue
paper, with the words “bomb
on board,” was found inside
the aircraft's toilet before ta-
ke-off from Dubai Interna-
tional Airport.
Extensive securi-
ty checks were car-
ried out in Dubai
following the disco-
very of the note.
“The threat was later
declared a hoax, and the
flight departed after a delay
of two hours and 28 minu-
tes,” police from Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port (KIA) station said.
However, as the flight
approached Mangaluru, it
was denied permission to
land due to poor weather
conditions. “The pilots were
asked to divert to KIA inste-
ad,” asource said.
Duringthe diversion, the
pilot informed Air Traffic

Control (ATC) about the
bomb threat note found ear-
lier. As a precautionary me-
asure, a temporary emer-
gency was declared at KIA
to facilitate a priority lan-
ding. Theaircraftlanded sa-
fely in Bengaluru and was
immediately moved to an
isolation bay for inspection,

officials added.
Meanwhile, the
bomb threat as-
sessment com-

mittee held an ur-
gent meeting and
declared it to be a
non-specific threat
(not life-threate-

ning). “The emergency,
which was in place at the
runway for a short period,
was lifted after the aircraft
was isolated,” the commit-
tee member added.

The passengers were de-
boarded, and intensive
checks were conducted by
the Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force, and sniffer dogs
were also deployed, “Tt was
again reconfirmed as a ho-
ax,” the source added.
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India’s aircraft component sector takes flight

Reeba.Zachariah
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Global aerospace
giants are boosting their
sourcing from India, accel-
erating growth in the coun-
try's emerging aircraft com-
ponent sector. Local compa-
nies are expanding capaci-
ties, moving beyond basic
manufacturing to higher-
value work, and scouting for
acquisitions, with revenue
numbers soaring due to ro-
bust orders.

The sector is also gearing
up to launch about Rs 5,700
crore of IPOs in the next few
months, given the buoyant
equity market and growing
investor appetite for high-
growth potential companies.
Itisalsooneof thefew sectors
that has been less affected by
US import tariffs compared
to other industries like tex-

tiles, gems, and auto parts,
where duties are double
(50%) than those on aerocom-
ponents(25% ).

“We build the business
and invest for the long term.
Tariffs are something we
don’t have control over as a
company. The key thing is we
are a critical part of our cus-
tomer supply chain, and it is
not something they can
source elsewhere overnight.
It takes years of planning for
them to make any changes.
We are critical enough for
customers that paying tar-
iffs is not a material issue.
Our US customers, when
they export products, get
credit back onthe duty,” said

Aequs chairman & CEO Ara-

vind Melligeri.

The Belgaum-based com-
pany, which counts Airbus,
Boeing, Bombardier, Collins
Aerospace, and Spirit Aero-

Low Tariff Impact
> [t is a sector where the
impact of US tariffs is less
compared to industries like
textiles, gems, and auto parts
» The sector is
gearing up to launch .
about ¥5,700crof =
IPOs in the next

few months

What next? India has 2% share
in global aerospace supply chain,
despite being a major aircraft
buyer. Industry players aim to
increase India’s share to 10%

systems as customers,
earned 89% of its Rs925 crore
revenue in FY25 from aero-
components.

The numbers tell the
growth story The US-based
Boeing sources components
and critical systems of over
$1billion annually from India

as compared to $250 million a
decade ago. Likewise, Franc-
e's Airbus plans to increase
its procurement to $2 bhillion
from India by 2030.

Azad Engineering, a
Hyderabad-based supplier
to Honeywell Aerospace,
Rolls Royce, and Eaton
Aerospace, saw an 84%
jump in its aerospace and
defence businessrevenueto
Rs 81 crore in FY25, with a
215% jump in stock price
sincelisting in Dec 2023.

“Earning the trust of an
OEM — especially for life-
critical and highly engi-
neered components — re-
quires years of consistent
performance, precision, and
reliability, not just by simply
acquiring technology™ said
Azad Engineering chairman
& CEO Rakesh Chopdar
“Having demonstrated these
capabilities over time consis-

tently, wenow enjoy the confi-
dence of our global aerospace
and defence customers, who
entrust us with long-term
contracts.” Azad hasanorder
book of Rs1,700 crore, exceed-
ing 20 times its annual sales,
This strong momentum, said
Chopdar, has “led us to estab-
lish an additional manufac-
turing facility in Tuniki Bol-
laram, Telangana”.

To accelerate growth, Un-
imech Aerospace and Manu-
facturing has been exploring
acquisitions and JVs. “We
are evaluating precision
manufacturing targets, both
in India and the US,” said
company co-founder Rajani-
kanth Balaraman.

Data from IPO tracker
Prime Database showed
that SMPP and Aequs had
received Sebi approval for
Rs 4,000 crore and Rs 1,700
crore [POs.
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Indigo flight
diverted to
city due to
engine snag

Mumbai: An IndiGo flight
from Doha to Kochi was diver-
ted to Mumbaion Sunday after
one of its engines failed mid-
air, aviation sources said. The
Airbus A320 aircraft, opera-
ting as flight 61324 landed sa-
fely at 215 pm, they said. All
passengers and crew mem-
bers are safe. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has launched a probe
into the incident. IndiGo did
not comment.IndiGo in a sta-
tement that "a technieal issue
was detected” on the said
flight. "As a precautionary
step, the pilots decided to di-
vert the flight to Mumbai, and
the aircraft landed safely Whi-
le the aircraft is undergoing
NEeCessary maintenance
checksbefore resuming opera-
tions, an alternate aircraft was
arranged that departed short-
ly thereafter with all the custo-
mets to conclude the journey,
We regret the inconvenience
caused to our customers and
made all possible efforts to mi-
nimise it, mclutlmg offering
them refreshments,” said the
IndiGo spokesperson. Ty
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Special Al flight
to fly passengers
stranded in Milan

home for Diwali

New Delhi: The 256 Delhi-bo-
und passengers of Air India
stuck in Milan in Italy since
last Friday (Oct 17) will finally
be able to reach India in time
for Diwali celebrations on a
special flight on Monday, in-
stead of the originally plan-
ned boarding for Monday or
post Diwali. The legacy AI Bo-
eing 787 Dreamliner (VT-
ANN) had developed a techni-
cal problem on landing in Mi-
lan last Friday due to which it
could not operate the return
flight to Delhi.

Al, in a post on X, said the
flight will arrive in Delhi on
the morningof Oct 20.

“Air India has extended all
immediate assistance to affec-
ted passengers, including ho-
tel accommodation and meals,
Full refunds or complimenta-
ryrescheduling were also offe-
red as per passenger preferen-
ce,” theairline said.
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