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GOVTPLANTO DIVEST GAINS URGENCY AMID WAR

AAl may sell stakein

Mumbai, IGl airports

PRASANTA SAHU
Hew Delhi, July 21

THE CENTRE MAY push the
Airports Authorty of India
(AL} to sell its minority stakes
in Delhi and Mumbai airports
this year as part of its steategy
to recyde brownfield assets,
sources said

AAl holds 26%: stake cach
in Delhi Intemational Airport
(DIAL) and Mumbai | nterna-
tional Akrport (MIAL),

According 1o official
sotrces, AAls stake sabe plan
has gained urgency amid fis
il pressures stemming from
the US-tmn conflict Geopolit-
ical tensions and the oil supply
ahogk horve | noreased fertiliser
subsidyrequirementsand cre
ated new spending commit
ments to cushion the impact
M Varions sectors.

Under the National Mon-
etisation Pipeline (NMF) 2.0,
the Centre Jlt."l ns o divest
AAl's stake in one of its sub
sidiaries and four joint ven
ture airporis.

According tosources,. the
process for sale of AAl's hold-
ings in Delhiand Mumbsai air-

SALE CALL

Arports Authorty of

- indin halds 28% stake

aach in Delhi internatonal
Arport and Murmbsi

e Intemational Alirport
e M‘

mUnder Mational
Monetisation
Pipeline (NMPF) 2.0,
the Centre plansto
divest AAl's stake
in one ofits
subsdiaries and
four joint venture
airports

u The government expects aquity
disinvestment from A&l under
MMP 20 to generate about

32,800 crore

in FY 27 and 2,950 crore in FY2B

B The transactions are likely to be
executed through private placements

T2 DOMESTIC AR TRAFFIC DECLINES IN JUNE PAGE &

portsis iikely tobe takenupin
the coming months. The gov
ernment expects equity disin-
vestment from AAl under
NMP 2.0 to penerate about
2,800 erore in FY27 and

2,950 crore in FY2B. The
transactions are likely to be
executed through private
placements.

Continued on Page 7

AAl may sell stakein
Mumbai, IGl airports

SOURCES SAID INVESTOR
interest is expected to be strons
given the ecale and earmings
potential ofbothalrporis THAL,
in which GMR Abrports holids
I.‘I-I-u-‘i!l.[lll_'rl:l:h'll1}'l'\ I-'r.1]14||:! 104
and AAl 26%, opemtes one of
India's busiest airports, han
dlingamund 65 million passen-
gers in FY 23 and 74 millon in
FY '.'-I.ﬂ-iL‘lJ.,".l'-l‘-'!llm\'llEdh}'l:fle
Adani Groug handled about 53
million passengers in FY 24 and
55 millionin FY25,

DIAL and MIAL manage the

development, operations and
commicrcial activities of Delhi
and Mumbai sirports respec
thvely. excluding sove el func-
tionssuchas sscurity, immigra-
Lk r|:|..J||I.|| ALl !r.tfl_srl.umru‘.

Recent tmnsaction s sugeest
a healthy market for airport
assets. o 1015, Fairfax India
Holdings acquired anadditional
“.‘.""-“h.lik.l."ll:lHJII.HJIIIH.'JIIII.'I-
national Alrport (BIAL) from
Siemens Frgedt  Ventumes
GmbH for 5255 million (ansumd
2116 crorel
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Farmers oppose survey for
Bengaluru’s second airport

Bengalunl'ﬁ proposed second airport

has run into fresh resistance, with

farmers in villages near Solur on the
Nelamangala-Kunigal Road opposing a
feasibility survey being carried out by a
Singapore-based consultancy.

Officials attempting drone surveys,
land marking and videography were re-
portedly forced to withdraw after villag-
ers questioned the exercise, fearing it was
linked to land acquisition, The backlash
comes even as the government faces pro-
tests over the Bidadi township survey.

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar has
asked officials to finalise the airport
site from three shortlisted locations.
Farmers alleged survey teams initially
claimed they were conducting a road sur-
vey, but became suspicious when work
was carried out inside agricultural land.
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2nd airport land
survey triggers fearin
South B'luru villages

Farmersworried
over loss of fertile
land, warnof stir

ASHWIN B M
BENGALURU, DHNS

ear and anxiety have

gripped the villages

south of Bengaluru afrer
the state government indicat-
ed that land is being identified
in the region for the proposed
second international airport.
Fearing the loss of thousands
of acres of fertile agricultural
land, local farmers are wam-
ing the government of an in-
tensified struggle ifthe project
moves forward.

Residents of Choodahalli,
Naganayaknnahalli, Kaggali-
pura, Chinnakurchi, Nelaguli,
Kodiyala, Karenahalliand sev-
eral neighbouring villages have
begun organising meetings
under the banner of farmers’
organisagions.

Atameeting held on Sunday,
farmers from more than 10 vil-
lages resolved not to part with

HC dismisses

PIL on Bidadi

The Karnataka High
Court of on Monday
dismissed a public
interest litigation (PIL)
challenging acquisition
notification for the Great-
er Bengaluru Integrated
Township projectin
Bidadi

Details on Page 5

their land for the airport proj-
ectif proposed and announced
plans to hold village-level con-
sultations before imtensifying
the protest,

Farmers smd survey teams
have been conducting inspec-
tions in parts of Choodahalli
and surrounding villages. “The
exercise reportedly included
drone-based mapping, land
markings and soil testing at
select locations, According to
residents, officials told them
this was part of a preliminary
assessment and that no final
decision had been taken,” said
Byrappa. alocal farmer.

» 2nd ajrport, Page 6

2nd airport land survey triggers fear...

2nd airport, from Page 1

The fear follows a recent
high-level meeting, where
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
muar indicated that kand is be-
ing identified in the southern
part of Bengaluru, The pro-
posed site, nestled between
Kanakapura Road and Mysu-
ru Road, has riggered wide-
spread anxiety regarding dis-
placement among residentsof
Choodahalli, Naganayakana-
halli, Kaggalipuru, Chinnak-
urchi, and surrounding areas.

According to farmers,
nearky 4,655 acres have been
identified around Choodahal-
Ii, Naganavakanahalli, Urtar-
ahalli, Nelaguli, Knggalipuru,
Chinnakurchi, Seegehalli,
Kodiyala, Karenahalli, Dod-

dakuntanahalli and Chikka-
kuntanahalli.

Several smaller habitations,
including Gudipalya, Mallipa-
lya, Dinnepalys, Naukalpalya,
Vaddarapalya, Karalepalya,
Mahadevapura, Narayvana-
pura and Thittahalli, are also
believed to fall within the
broader study area,

According to sources, an-
othersiteof about 4, 376acres
inthe Somanahalli region and
a third location consisting of
4,695 acres near Gudema-
ranahalli between Nelaman-
gala and Kunigal are also un-
der consideration.

“We were told they were
only carrying out measure-
ments using drones and
conducting soil tests. But no
one has elearly explamed the

purpose of the markings or
the extent of land that could
eventually be acquired,” said
Satish G, a farmer from Kodi-
yalnvillage,

He said villagers remzain
anxions beeause noofficial no
tification has beenissped even
A8 Survey activities continue,

Heestimated that ifaround
4,600 acres were eventually
acquired in the Choodahalli
region, between 3,000 and
4,000 farming families across
nearty 20 villages could be af-
feeted.

The region is predominant-
Iy agrarinn, with farmers cul-
vating ragi, jowar, coconut,
arecanut, mango and other
crops, while dairy farming is
also a major source of liveli
howad.
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Abu Dhabi airport
toincrease direct
flights to 22
Indian cities

ABU DHABI, PTI: With India
being a strong tourism mar-
ket for Abu Dhabi, the city's
Zayed International Airport
is toincrease direct flights to
22 Indian cities in August, ac-
cording toasenior executive.

Currently, the airport has
17 direct connections to Indi-
ancities.

“We have now, as we
speak, 17 citieswhich are on-
line with Abu Dhabi Airport
and in August that number
will go from 17 cities to 22,
which is already an amazing
growth,” Abu Dhabi Airports
Chiel Commercial Officer
Carsten Norland said.

He was speaking at a pan-
el discussionin Abu Dhabiin
connectionwith the launch of
new [lights to the city by Air
India Express.

The Tata Group-owned
airline this week started
flights to Abu Dhabi from
Navi Mumbai, Indore and
Lucknow. [t will commence
services from Guwahati to
the Gulf city next month.

“India is a really strong
market. The number of pas-
sengerscoming here from In-
dia is growing more than 20
per cent every year. We are
running out of traffic rights,”
Norland said.

According to him, there is
a high demand for more ca-
pacityand more destinations.

“Sowe are ready, we have
the capacity, and we canonly
wait to get more trafficrights
so that we can increase the
connections between India
and Abu Dhabi even more,”
hesaid.
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"LN. govt. yet to request Centre to
shift airport site from Parandur’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has yet to request the
Central government to
change the site of the pro-
posed second airport for
Chennai in Parandur, said
Union Minister of State for
Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol in response to a
question raised by DMK
MP P. Wilson in the Rajya
Sabha.

He said the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA)
granted in-principle appro-

Murlidhar Mohol

val to Tamil Nadu Indus-
trial Development Corpo-
ration Limited (TIDCO) in
April 2025, In the applica-
tion submitted by TIDCO in
September, 2024, the esti-
mated project cost for
Phase I was nearly ¥10,500

crore, he said. He added
that the responsibility for
the implementation of
such airport projects, in-
cluding acquiring land and
funding and obtaining en-
vironment clearances, lies
with the airport developer
concerned or the State go-
vernment.

Land acquisition for the
Parandur airport project
has been paused by the Ta-
mil Nadu government now,
and so far, no official Go-
vernment Order has been
issued for dropping the
project.
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Key accused in cyber slavery case arrested at Bengaluru airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Crime Branch-Crimi-
nal Investigation Depart-
ment (CB-CID) arrested a
key accused in a ‘cyber
slavery’ and overseas em-
ployment fraud case at the
Bengaluru International
Airport last week.

The arrested was identi-
fied as Jai alias Babu, a na-
tive of Theni district who

lived in Malaysia. The case
pertains to several youth
being trafficked to Cambo-
dia, Vietnam, and Laos on
the false promise of lucra-
tive jobs and forced to
work in cyber scam
centres.

The police said the vic-
tims were rescued and re-
patriated to India through
the coordinated efforts of
the Government of India
and the Indian Cyber

Crime Coordination
Centre (I4C). Based on the
statements of those res-
cued, 26 cases were regis-
tered across Tamil Nadu
and taken up for investiga-
tion by the CB-CID.

The Thanjavur CB-CID
registered one such case
on August 10, 2024, based
on a complaint from Vettri-
vel, 48, of Thanjavur, who
had been rescued from
Cambodia. During the in-

vestigation, the first ac-
cused, Sundar alias Sun-
dararajulu, was arrested
on October 3, 2024. Inves-
tigators found that he had
lured six persons from
Thanjavur with promises
of call centre jobs with at-
tractive salaries. He alleg-
edly collected several lakhs
of rupees from five of
them, and with the help of
Jai, arranged their travel to
Cambodia via Thailand.

The investigation identi-
fied Jai as a key recruit-
ment agent. The police al-
leged that he coordinated
with agents in Cambodia
and trafficked the six vic-
tims to the compounds in
exchange for money.

Their passports were
confiscated, preventing
them from leaving the
compounds, and they
were subjected to physical
and mental abuse if they

refused to participate in
the fraudulent activities,
the police said.

After the investigation, a
charge sheet was filed and
a lookout circular was is-
sued against him. On July
16, 2026, Jai was arrested
by the Thanjavur CB-CID
soon after his arrival at the
Bengaluru  international
airport. Further legal ac-
tion is under way, the pol-
ice said.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGEAPH KOLEATA 21 JULY 2026

Deluge chokes
airport access

OLR BLUREAL

Caleutta: Heawy rain on Mon-
day afternoon disrupted flight
operations and crippled air-
port-bound traffic, with con-
gestion persisting long alter
the showers had subsided.

The area outside the ar-
rival level of the terminal
remalned flooded for several
hours, forcing passengers to
wade through water to reach
cars and app cabs.

Severn] passengers missed
their fights after getting
stuck In traffic snarls on VIP
Road, particularly around
Haldiram's, Kaikhali and Chi-
nir Park, according to alrport
SOLNCDS.

Major General {Retd) V.N.
Chaturvedi, secretary-gen-
eral of the Vidya Mandir So-
ciety, which runs Birla High
School for Boys, Sushila Birla
Girls' School and Birla
High School Mukundapur,

missed his 7.15pm Alr Indla
flight 1o Delhl becanse of the
congestion.

“1 left miy home on Loudon
Street at 4pm and took the By-
pass via Parama. From there,
1 tpok VIP Road and reached
the airport only at 7.25pm.," he
smid

Air Indis later accommo-
dated] him on another flight.

The Met affice recorded
183mm of rain in Dum Dum
between 1pm and 5.30pm. The
rain was heaviest between
1.30prm and 3, 30pm;,

In Met parlance, 60mm of
rain in 24 hours qualifies as
heavy rain.

“The visthility started dip-
plng fram 1.30pm. At least flve
Caleutta-bound flights were di-
verted becauss of the blinding
rain and strong winds between
1.30pm and Jpm,” sald a senfor
alrpart official.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9»

» FROM PAGE T

Five inceming flights were di-
verted becanse of the weather.
A Patna flight was diverted
to Ranchl, one from Chennal
to Bhubaneswar, another
from Hyderabad to Ranchi,
and fights from Guwahatl
and Agartala were diverted
to Varanasi, airport officials
said.
Around 14 depariures were
delayed by nearty an hour.
“The ares outside the ar-
rival level, parts of the tarmac,
the departure area on the first
fMoor and even the parking
lot were waterlogged. Pumps
had to be used to drain out the
water,” an airport offictal said.
Sources sald the arrival
ares and parking lot remained
imundated till around fpm
“Ever the parking lot was

Torrential rain near the Sovabazar Metro station on Monday afternoon.

Airport
chaos

under water. | haven't seen
this in many years,” said a fre-
guent flyer,

Traffic continued to crawl
on VIP Road, particularly
around Haldiram's and Chi-
nar Park, long after the rain
had subsided, Several pas-
senpers gol stuck in the con-
gestion, causing delays and
missed flights,

“Passengers who missed
thelr flights are being accom-
maodated on later services,” an
alrport souree said.

At 352pm, the airport post-
ed on X: “Heavy traific report-
ed towards NSCBI Airport
from Chingrihata *

- artes

A Hallygunge resident who
left home around 4pm to re-
ceive a relative at the airport
was still stuck near Kaikhali st
Tpm as vehicles barely moved
on VIP Road,

A Salt Lake resident head-
ing to thee airport got out of her
car near a traffic outpost in
Kaikhali and waded through
walst-deep water to seek pollce
assistance. She was eventually
put onan auto, police said.

Airport officials attribut-
ed the waterlogging to ongo-
ing Metro construction and
drainage upgrade work in
Kaikhali being undertaken by
the Bidhannagar Municipal
Corporation,

“The water is noi draining
out as it should. Weare coordi-
nating with Metro authorities
and the civie body.” an official

sald
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106 aimports operating on green energy

Mew Delhi: As many as 106 airports across the country are
now operating on 100% renewable energy, including five in
Punjab, three in Himachal Pradesh, two in Jammu and
Kashmir and seven in Rajasthan, the Centre informed
Parliamernt. Rephing to a question by Rajya Sabha member
LK Sudhish, MoS for Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol said the
ministry had advised all operational airmports with scheduled
senvices, aswell as upcoming greenfield airports, to achieve
carbon neutrality and net-rero emissions in a phased
manner by increasing the use of green energy. Ths
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Air India group
to induct 50-60
jets in 18

months

ABU DHABI, July 19: Air
India Group expects to get
50-60 new aircraft in the next
18 months and the transfor-
mation programme 1is on
track even as the airlines’ in-
dustry has been impacted by
multiple black swan events,
according to a senior execu-
tive. Loss-making Air India
was acquired by Tata Group
mn January 2022 and the air-
line is in the middle of an am-
bitious transformation plan.

Nipun Aggarwal, Chief
Commercial Officer of Air
India and Chairman of Air
India Express, said there
have been “tonnes of learn-
mng" i the last few years and
that it was a complex as well
as challenging” project.

“I think this industry itself
has gone through several
challenges. And we have
been hit by multiple black
swan events, which I don't
think anybody could have
forecasted when we started
this transformation journey,
The supply chain 1ssues, the
airspace issues, the oil price
volatility, and the geopoliti-
calissues,” he said.

Aggarwal, who spoke after
a panel discussion in Abu
Dhabi on July 15, said the
group was dealing with the
1ssues and added that “we are
on track with our transfor-
mation programme”.

Air India has faced mult-
ple headwinds, including the
fatal ¢rash of its Dreamliner
last June that killed 260 peo-
ple.— PTI
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UAE flight halt call threatens
fresh turbulence for airlines

Pilot body cites security risks arising from the Iran-US conflict

SURAJEET DAS GLIPTA
M Delhi 2'I_J-J|'|r

The Airlines Pilots’ Association
of Indie’s demand for the
immediate suspension of
flights to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE)] — especially
Dubai and Abu Dhabi — and
other affected Gulf destina-
tions because of escalating
security threats arising from
the Iran-US conflict, madeina
letter to the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation, could
have an adverse impact on
India’s aviatiom =sector if
implemented. Indian carriers
are only slowly mcovering
after the conflict and are still
far from returning to normal
Hight operations.

The reason is simple
Indian carriers ame heavily
dependent on the UAE market
for India’s intermational avi-
ation business. It is the
country’s largest international
market, acoounting for 26.2 per
cent of total international pas-
senger trafhe in the fist
quarter of calendar year 2026,

Breaking it down further,
the [India-Dobai market

Recovery runway
gets shorter

accounts for 13 percent of total
intemational passengertraffic,
while the India-Abu Dhahbi

market contributes another 8.3
per cent, making them the two
key routes in the region.
However, nearly half the
passenger traffic on these two
routes is carried by Emirates
{Drubail and Etihad Airways
tAbu  Dhaebi}, with the
remainder Hown by Indian car-
rers. If tensions escalate
further, with renewed attacks
involving Iran and the US, the

& LIAE iz India's biggest
owverseas aviation
market, acoounting for
26% of all international
passenger traffic

® The fallowt could
spread, with Sawdi
Arabia, Dman, and
Qatar adding another
12.5% of international
traffic if flights are
alzo suspended

® india-UAE seat
capacity is 5.5% lower
¥-o-¥ im Juby, after a
15% decline in June

risks could spread to other key
Gulf markets where India also
has major exposure. Sawdi
Arabia accounts for 6 per cent
of India’s international passen-
ger trafhc, Qatar for 4.1 per
cent, and Oman for 3.4 per
cent. Suspending more than
170 daily flights operating
directly between India and the
UAE — connecting 20 Indian
cities with Dubai and 19 with
Abu Dhabi — woukd force
Indian carriers to ground air-
craft, with limited scope to

redeploy that capacity to other
routes. Says a senior executive
gt a leading airline, “We are
nowhere close to the capacity
bevels we had during the same
period last year. We were
gradually rebuilding capacity,
but if fHights are cancelbed
apain, it will trigger another
major crisis. We have tomakea
rational assessment of the
risks, just as other countries
are doing, and avoid any
hasty decision.”

The pilots’ demand comes
at a time when the India-TUAE
market hasstill not returmed to
pre-contlict kevels, despite the
fragile peace agreement
between Iran and the US. In
July, seat capacity onthe India-
UAE route stood at 2.1 million,
dimam 5.9 per cent year-on-year
(Y-0-¥], acconding to Official
Airline Guide data. That
marked an improvement over
June, when capacity was down
15 percent Y-o-¥. Althoughthe
Mumbai-Dubai rouite
remained India's busiest inber-
national city pair in July, with
215,000 seats, capacity on the
route was 7 per cent lower than
in the same month kst year.



AIRPORTS AUTHO RITY UF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHEANDHU DELHT 22 JULY 2026

gl AIHRN d} ¥R Sfct
A °cdb? 1. 34Eb—€|3§s‘

,21?1?-”37“——--:

mt‘-‘fﬁmhmi?‘:rmw

i Ema W CEA |

5 Te a7 o U m‘—rm # Sherit Tl A

il w1 IT=E O§ T
maﬁmﬁmaﬂmtﬁ
H g2 1.34 FE ® T
® 15 & e g | o
TE WEEEE w AER
Temrl g2 €1 wimm #
FHETH I AR E Y
T IS 53 FIE 90 T F
o =g % ar 7=
It Fi Hem d finEe w5
Ealici g

AR famE e
(ErErET) A1 SEEE &
WA @S H = TR
& =@ 8 UF FS 4 7
&4 TR HO 3 R O
TR 1 9% A 2025 % TF FAE
36 T AW EAE W gEE H
1.03 WAYA FH T HiEE
Tzt 9 F WEel OF WEH H
0§ 7 % A 9
famm &= FufwE1 3 AR =g

el 53 @ 90
EAE & Ffts
Rt & arc zars
e o dEm
i fowenae oof @t

ardt
W EEET @ e At e AR 66.3 Wi
3 3991 3= § oW e
ﬁ;‘fﬂma =, U I TR W A
fecmr 25.6 wivm 9 929

&4 HME =W AN WM F
= WA F B e om
O A9 AE T 1.44
yiFeE AfE &1 91| 2025 =
TREl BOE H AR wE 51
FAR 74 E A AT W fR
q| ¥7 H IFEWm W oAER
forEr] W % 64.9 Wimvm 4
TFH 66.3 WiAWE T YRS T,

23.9 Wewm T W TEiE
arar fecier 1F wER 1Ea
# 5.8 WHE U 9EHI 6.4
WIEEl B T WEEEE #
aran fesed] FER 924 50
= =) Wioem 8 w0 T R E
o 4 1.9 wiewm wowd F
25 WAm E 4 EmEF 0

Iﬁlmm_~1uﬁm3@ﬁ
oog G A OEEI S 10 92
wEE g A AmeE, foee,
TES A 5

miee € 859 Wiavm & @Y
TH ™R W TR HF AR
FUY: Wl T (827
wiwm), AAEE W (747
wimgm) 3 TEEEE (335
wiaed) e O e
o F A (fenE) #
o H ST T F WEE
TEY 3R E OB 2 3EE
922 wigma ofE =@ H
T | TEEEE 87.8 WA F
Y THL #AN U 5EA 56
B5.5 Wimm F T WSl
= 9 T8 |



AIF{F’UH I'SAUT HUH‘! TY UF iNUiﬂu

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHEANDHU DELHI 22 JULY 20286

WA 3RAd df¥ad dT & e 40 Yoerd
& TA W T oie 394 &1 B Tebal & 3T

ﬂiﬁﬁ% 21 9@ (i) |
YA HEAEE  UEueE e
() ® 39T % faw oo
Tafere frarfa § % 2in ga=m frguas
T4 550 & B0 T TeEd 99
% TEEE 40 WevE 9% ¥ %g
HIE T THUE S
Bl 4% WFER TH a%d ®
AT 7 T A F qgE
Ao H 91 | AfgeEy g w50
W g E 79 e § = T fE
A el 79 % o g =
AT FHAN & TE-TS-TEE-
Z-fafersm (WEEE) T %
WY, 7] B % AW % e
aEH g &, Toad TEnE d 2030
WF 9 IFE =Her AE 2040 qF W0
o7a = & T aE d9eE 8

fd Ao ™ fFE o §
oo 99 o § afafim e
a2 g g, T from s
wen ' F) U Tm Al wwe
a9 F 0% 4 Wiowm URd w1 o
T 1 25 Wi T e o o
T T T e § e ain

———
SO AT
@
|
W 2030 75 9 3wd SEw 3l 2040
s 30 Jwd 3w & fowifa
3w dope dat
T BEEE # AU s % U oEE
i 77 |
TEETE T8-i% G- FOe &
1 I FE E T i i
FE (AETEE) W TR A 39
W AT S A W A e A
T FEE % WY U w1 §
Ifz T THF F FEE T UE
Wi (dg) % me WE A, @
T A [ AT § e wEa
TEAFEE IiAA w4l 5, 399
AT A TEET H T w A
o] 79 T £ 9ME TR 7 2030
T fo9r 31 ¥ 5 wawm TR
T =1 =1e 7 T 3



#lﬁ%Pk)hJEiAlJlHtJFW1¥(JFtFﬂJh&

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD

BANGALORE

20 JULY Z026

Hubballi-Mumbai daily flight service to resume from September 1

HUBBALLI, DHNS

IndiGo will resume its daily
Hubballi-Mumbai flight ser-
vice from September 1 after
operating the route from Navi
Mumbai International Airport
with reduced frequency for
the past several months,

The 180-seater aircraft

will depart Mumbai at

6.05 pm and arrive
in Hubballi at 7.25
pm. The return
flight will leave
Hubballi at 8 am
and reach Mum-
bai at 9.20 pm,
sources said.
Passengers from

the Hubballi region had
raised concerns over
the inconvenience
caused by shift-

ing operations

to Navi Mumbai
and had been de-
manding the res-
toration of flights
to Mumbai airport.

Meanwhile, IndiGo had
reduced the Hubballi-Navi
Mumbai service to five days a
week from July 1, citing vari-
OUS Feasons.

With passenger response
remaining low, the airline has
decided to restore the daily
Hubballi-Mumbai service
from September 1.
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Jakkur flying school to reopen

3-year wait ends with renewed
licence for pilot training

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

r Ij‘he Government Flying
Training School (GFTS)
at Jaldur Aerodrome is

set to resume flyingoperations
this year afterathree-vearhia-
tus, with the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
granting fresh approval tothe
institute amid lingering ques-
tions over the future of the
heritage fying school.

The development comes
about seven months after the
Karnataka government pro-
posed shifting the flying school

to Mysuru and redeveloping
the Jakkur acrodrome into a
sports complex —a move that
several aviation experts criti-
cised as a “real estate project™.

Following widespread
opposition, the government
shelved the proposal.

On July 16, the DGCA re-
newed the school’s Flying
Training Organisation (FT0)
approval and issued a fresh
Certificate of Approval, val-
id for five years from July 16,
2026, to July 15, 2031.

The renewed approval al-
lows the institute to conduct
training for the Student Pilot

- o

The Government Flying Training School (GFTS) at Jakkur Aerodrome. pH FILE PHOTO

Licenee (SPL), Private Pilot
Licence (PPL), Commereial
Pilot Licence (CPL), Flight Ra-
dio Telephone Operator’s Re-
stricted Licence (FRTOL-R],
instructor ratings, and single-
and multi-engine aircraft op-
erations.

These programimes had re-
mained suspended for nearly
three years after the school's
earlier approval lapsed,

Theschoolisexpected o be-
gin admitting students within
amonth, sources said,

Deputy Chiefl Minister G

Parameshwara, whoalso holds
the Youth Empowerment and
Sports portfolio, isexpected to
visitthe campus in the coming
days, officials added.

The revival comes after
months of uncertainty over
the future of the Jakkur Aero-

On July 16, the DGCA
renewed the school's
Flying Training
Organisation (FTO)
approval and issued
afresh Certificate of
Approval, valid for five
years from July 16, 20286,
to July 15, 2031.

drome. One of the country’s
oldest pilot training mstitutes,
the school had ceased flying
operations after its previous
DGCA approval expired in
2023, forcing aspiring pilots to
enrol n private flyving schools
elsewhere,

Aviationexperis had strong-
Iy backed the school’s revival,
pointing to India's growing
shortage of trained pilots and
the high cost of commercial
pilot training,
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IndiGo to place order for over 1,000 aircraft
engines with CFM International

NEW DELHI, PTI: The coun-
try’s largest airline, IndiGao,
on Monday announced it
will place an order with CFM
International for more than
1000 engines to power its 510
A320 neo family planes,

IndiGo and CFM Interna-
tional, an equal joint venture
between GE Aerospace and
Saflran Aircraft Engines, have
inked an Mol for the order at
the Farnborough Internation-
al Airshow in the UK.,

The order for more than
1,000 LEAP-1A engines to
power 510 Airbus A320 neo
family aircraft will also be
the “largest single order ever
placed for LEAP engines and
arecord for CFM Internation-
al.” a statement said on Mon-
day. Financial details were

not disclosed. A320 neo fam-
ily planes include A320 neos,
A32l neos, and A32] XLRs
all narrow-body aireraft.
CFM International would
also provide extensive support
mtheairlinein establishing its
engine MRO facility in Benga-
luru. Besides, it will provide
support to the IndiGo fleet
through long-term material
services agreement, including
supply of spare parts.
Currently, IndiGo has an

operational fleet of over 400
planes and over 900 Airbus
aircraftare on order,

“CFM has been a trusted
partner in our growth jour-
ney since 2016, supporting
a fleet that now exceeds 375
A320/321Family aircraft. The
LEAP engine’s industry-lead-
ing proven reliability makes it
the ideal choice tosupport our
scale, operational resilience
and sustainability ambitions,”
IndiGo CEO-Designate Willie

fulsh said.

IndiGo has been a custom-
erof CFM International for 10
vears, India is the third-larg-
est market for CFM Interna-
tional, with 5 Indian carriers
operating more than 400
LEAP-powered aircraft and
2,000 engines on order,
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Ready, Set, IndiGo:

Founder Rahul Bhatia's
son Madhav is being
mentored by veterans
as the airline entersits
next phase of growth

Arindam Majumder

New Dielhi: Rahul Rhatia, the billio-
nalire cofounder of TndiGao, is initia-
ting his son Madhav Bhatia into the
business, laying the groundwork for
succession planning at one of the
world’s largest airlines.

Chver the 1ast few manths, Madhay
— I his mid-205 — has been atten-
ding the aifine's executive commit-
tee mestings besides being palred
with senior executives across de-

partments, said people aware of the
developmoent.

Sinee his praduation in 203, the -
unger Bhatia has becn mentored by
Aditya Pande, CEO of TnlerGlobe
Enlerprises, the Bhatia Gmily-ow-
nad holding company amd IndiCo's
single-largest shareholder with a
J6% stake,

Besides operating India’s largest
aifdine, Inter(zlobe also has & major
presence in hospitality, operating
around 3 hobels nationwide in part-
nership with France's Accor under
the This, Pullman, ami Nowodel
brands. Tialso runsTndia's largest pl-
lot training company in partnership
with Canadian firm CAE. Over the
last fow years, InterGlobe has been
looking to entor now businesses
suchas logistics, air taxis, and AL

Bhatia's daughter Sumati is purse-
ingacareer in interiordesign.

“Rahul believes that he (fhe voung-
erBhatiajshould understand thebu-

A New Chapter

Maore than 40 hatels

across the glabe

Owns Indla's Dabbbed into
largest pilot new biz like
training company | loglstics,
with CAE gir taxi and Al

siness closely and pro-
iz his own mettle rather than being
parachuted into the corner room,”
said a person close o the group, “Tn-
terGiobe has some veteran leaders
who have worked for decades with
the company Madhav is being close
Ty mentored by them."™

wp;- Spicelet|2
Others |16

DOMESTIC MARKET SHARE (%) OF
IndiCo V5 OTHER AIRLIMES, JUNE ‘26

indico RN
Air Indiz ECIIE
Akasa Air [e.a

@. -

md{{:-j': e

InterGlobe Enterprises and IndiGo
didn’t respond to ET s gueries.
Madhav's moreactive role comes al
a time when IndiGo is facing a lea-
dershiptransition, with industry ve-
teran Willie Walsh taking charge as
CEO next month following the resig-

-

nation of Pieter Elbers in March,
Senior Indityo officials said Mad-
haw’'s prooming also sipnads groater
promoter oversight ollowing the
oparational melidown in Tecarmbaer,
whenashoriage ol pilots foreed the
airling (o cancel more (han 2,000
Mighis in a weelk.
While Indifzo has largely boen a
professionally run company —with
the CEO as its public face and
full autonomy over business
decizions—Rahul Thatia, &5,
has been deeply involved in opera-
tinns as intarim CRO since Decam-
ber. He has heen engaging with ex-
ternal stakeholders and imstitutio
nal imvestors and has roped in Aloke
Singh, former CEO of Air India Ex-
press, along with trusted exocutives
from InterGlobe, into key positions
at TnadlCeo.
Kanwal Jeet Singh Bakshi and Ki-
ran Thadimari, who earlier worked
atInterGlobe Enterprises, havebean

Succession Plan Takes Wing

browgeht in as chicef hwman resour-
cis oificer and deputy chict finanei-
aloffieer, rospect vy

" Bhatia takes pride in having built
TndiCa intonagl merely astrongairli-
ne bul a public utility for the counl-
" said a senior TndiGo execulive.
“Whal happened in Decembear was
his worst nightmare. It is expoctod
that he will keepa closewateh,™”

Imwestors are closely watching the
transition as the company coters its
next phasa of 2rowth, inducting wi-
de-hady aircrafl o foray into (rans-
continantal routes,

“TndiCo has a history of founder-
Ied oversight complementoed by pro-
fessional CEOs, with promoters ma-
intainingstrategiccontrol,” Prateclk
Huumar, analyst at Jefferies wrote in
a rocent note. “Past wt
changes have not disruphed the ope-
rating moddel, cost leadership, or
markeat share leadership, reflacting
strong institutional depth.”
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& Domestic Air Traffic
Falls Nearly 12%in June

NEW DELHI Dormestic alr
trafficfelf nearly 12% Lo
13.5millionin June com-

paredlo 153 million
passengers flown by the carrlersin
May, according to latest ofticlal data.
Incomparisontothe number of 13.6
millionrecorded in June 2025, decling
has beenmarginal last month. Gene-
rally, June, July and August arefean
periads for alrlines |n terms of raric.
IndiGo's market share climbed to
G56.3% in June while that af Air India
Grouplo 23.8%, DCGA dalashowed.
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June domestic
air traffic slips

HITIN KUMAR
New Delhijuly21

AFTER REBOUNDING
SHARPLY in Mayonthebackof
peak summer ravel, domestic
air passenger traffic eased in
Juimseas alrlines, partieubarly the
Alr India Group, trimmed
capacity, helping IndiGo cp
turea recond market share.

According to data released
by the Direciorate General of
Chvll Avlathon [DGCA) on Tues-
day. domestic airlines carried
13.46 milion passengers in
Jume, down 1.03% from 13,60
milliona year earlier Tmific also
fell 121.5% from 15,39 million
|:|:|.Lu-l'|.tb:-|'|.|t|.h"| ay

Passenger traffic inthe first
six maon this of 2026, however,
mae L4 yoaronyear to 864
mil lion passengers from 85.17
million in the cormesponding
period st year,

The moderation in traffic
refiects airlines’ contimuied
eftortsto align capadty rather
thanamy significant wmkrning
indemand Several carmiers, par-
tieularly the Ale India Group,

reduced frequencies and ratio-
nalised sch u-rlul&s amid rising
costs, while othershave contin-
ved tooptimise deployment on
high-demand routes,

IndiGo emerged as the
biggesthenefidaryofthecapac-
Ityrealignmment, wit hits domes-
tic market share ndngtoanall
time high of 66.3% in june
o 64, 9% m May: Theariine
flew 8.9 2 million passengers,
accounting for neardy two-
thirds of all domestic Nyers.

The Air [ ndia Group,in con
trast, witnies sed asharpdrop in
mirket share to 23.9% from
15.6% in May afier carrying
3 2 2m illion passengers, down
from 3,93 millian amon th ear-
lier. The dedine reflects the
impactof theaidine'scapacity
cuts announced through
August, including a 212%
reduction in domestic opera-
tlonsand a 27 cutinits inter-
national network.

Together, IndiGo and the
Air India Group accounted for
mare than 904 of the domes
tic passenger traffic during the
month.

INDIGO BIGGEST GAINER

DGCA air traffic data {mn)

Markat share of schoduled
domestic sirlines [ %)
May 2026

June 2026

13 B.4 34
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IndiGo to place order for over
1K aircraft engines with CFM Intl

The country's largest airline,
IndiGo, announced on
Monday that it will place an
order with CFM International
for more than 1,000 engines to
power its 510 Airbus A320 neo
family planes.

IndiGo and CIFM
International, an equal joint
venture between GE
Aerospace and Safran Aireraft
Engines, have inked a memor-
andum of understanding for
the order at the Farnborough
International Airshow in the
UK.

The order for more than
L0O0 LEAP-IA engines o
power 510 Airbus A320 neo
family aircraft will also be the
largest single order ever

s

placed for LEAP engines anda
record for CFM International,
a release stated on Monday,

Financial details were not
disclosed.

Airbus A320 neo family
planes include A320 neos,
A321 neos and A321 XLRs. All
are narrow-body aircraft

CFM Inernational will also
provide extensive support to
the aidine in establishing its
engine maintenance, repair
and overhaul facllity in
Bengaluru, Besides, it will pro-

vide support to the IndiGo fleet
through a long-term material
services agreement, induding
the supply of spare parts.

Currently, IndiGo has an
operational fleet of over 400
planes, and over 900 Airbus
gircraft are on order. "CFM
has been a trusted partner in
our growth journey since
2018, supporting o fleet that
now exceeds 375
A320/321 Family aircraft

The LEAP engine's indus-
try-leading proven reliability
makes it the ideal choice o
support our scale, operational
resilience and sustainability
ambitions,” IndiGo Chief
Executive Officer Designate
Willie Walsh stated. -PT1
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Indian pilots” association seeks
suspension of flights to W Asia

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAI

The Airline Pilots’ Association
of India (ALPA India) has
urged the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) to immediately
ground all commercial fight
operations by Indian carriers
to the United Arab Emirates
and other high-risk Gulf desti-
nations.

In a letter sent on Monday,
ALPA India — a member
association of the
International Federation of
Air Line Pilots’ Associations —
warned regulators thar a
rapidly deteriorating security
environment in the Middle
East poses a severe threat to
passenger and crew safety.
The letter, written by ALPA
India President Capt Sam
Thomas, highlighted that the
security situation across the
Persian Gulf has reached a
eritical juncture. The pilot
body cited recent reports of

P

— a — —
explicit  security  threats
dircetly targeting major

regional transit hubs, includ-
ing Dubai and Abu Dhabi, as
the primary trigger for its
intervention.

The association cautioned
that operating commercial
airliners into active conflict
zones exposes crews and pas-
sengers to complex hazards,
such as widespread GPS
spoofing and jamming, which
disrupt precision navigation
systems. It added that there is
an increased probability of
missile engagements or visual
misidentification by military
forces, along with dynamic
restrictions that can leave
commercial jets stranded
while flight crews operate
with limited real-time tactical
intelligence.

"The consequences of a
misjudgement in such an
environment are potentially
catastrophic,” Thomas wrote,
stressing that preventive regu-
latory intervention must take
precedence over reactive
measures. ALPA India has
requested an immediate tem-
porary suspension of flights
until  national  security
agendes, intelligence author-
itles, and aviaton safery
experts conduct an indepen-
dent, comprehensive threat
assessmentTo safeguard
flight crews and the travelling
public, the pilot body stipu-
lated five strict conditions
before any resumption of
commercial flights into the
region should be permitted. It
demanded an independent
security evaluation of airspace
risks, demonstrated mitiga-
tion measures, operational
risk assessments, protection
for pilots against commercial
pressure, and comprehensive
hull and third-party Hability
insurance coverage.
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Air India Group expects 50-60 new planes in 18 months: Nipun Aggarwal

Press Trust of India
Abu Dhabi Jul 19

Air India Group expects to get 50-60
new aircraft in the next 18 monthsand
the transformation programme is on
track even as the airlines’ industry has
been impacted by multiple black swan
events, according to a seniorexecutive.

Loss-making Air India was acquired
by Tata Group in January 2022, and the
airline is in the middle of an ambitious
transformation plan.

Nipun Aggarwal, Chief Commercial
Officer of Air India and Chairman of
Ajr India Express, said there have
been "tonnes of learning” in the last
few years and that it was a complex as
well as “challenging” project.

"I think this industry itself has gone
through several challenges. And we
have been hit by multiple black swan
events, which I don't think anybody
could have forecasted when we started

this transformation journey,

“The supply chain issues, the air-
space issues, the oil price volatility,
and the geopolitical issues," he said.

Aggarwal, who spoke after a panel
discussion in Abu Dhabi on July 15,
said the group was dealing with the
issues and added that "we are on track
with our transformation programme”,

Currently, Air India and Air India
Express together have more than 290
planes.

Air India has faced multiple head-
winds, including the fatal crash of its
Dreamliner last June that killed 260
people.

The airline has embarked on an
ambitious five-year transformation
plan, and Aggarwal said most of the
planned things are pretty much hap-
pening, including fleet modernisation
and investments in MRO (Mainte-
nance, Repair and Overhaul) activities.

On the other hand, there have been

delays in aircraft deliveries and retrofits,

"We have been hit by these external
events, which have kind of badly hit
us in ways that we could have never
imagined. But we are ontrack, we will
get there,

"We are very optimistic. It may take
a little longer, but we will get there,"
he said.

The comments also came amid
reports suggesting that the transfor-
mation plan could be delayed,

Air India Group has placed orders
for almost 600 aircraft, and less than 10
per cent of them have been delivered.
Theremaining planes will be delivered
over a period till the middle of the next
decade.

"We will be adding 50 to 60 aircraft
every year for the next seven to eight
years... the deliveries will pick up pace
from the end of this yearand then from
next year onwards, we have our steady
stream of aircraft coming in, both

wide-body and narrow-body. About
10:15 wide-bodies and 45 to 50 narrow-
bodies every year,” Aggarwal said.

In the next 18 months, he said the
group should be getting almost 5060
aircraft.

While Air India Express is expected
to complete the retrofitting of all its
planes into a single harmonised fleet
by March next year, Air India’s wide-
body aircraft are anticipated to be ret-
rofitted in the next two to three years.

According to Aggarwal, the retrofit
of Dreamliners or Boeing 787s would
happen by the middle of next year
while that of Boeing 777s would take
a little longer.

"We are already getting deliveries of
{(Boeing) MAX Bthat remains on track.
We will be amongst the first few cus-
tomers to get MAX 10 deliveries, and
that is awaiting certification. It's in
very advanced stages, and hopefully
that will start sometime next year,

early next year," he said.

Air India has been facing opera-
tional issues with some of its legacy
wide-body aircraft.

"We have been through that period
where we have to sustain the older
aircraft, older cabins. That has been
a very painful period for us, but now
that is behind us. The fleet moderni-
sation and upgradation is picking up
pace now,

"Hopefully, by the beginning of
the next financial year, we will be in
a much better situation," Air India's
Chief Commercial Officer said.

In recent months, Air India has cur-
tailed some of its services due to high
oil prices and other factors in the wake
of the West Asia conflict

Aggarwal said Air India is restor-
ing the network from the second half
of this yvear,

"We took some curtailment in the net-
work in the first half of this year, but

by and large now we are restoring the
network from second half of this vear, all
Middle East already we are back to 90 per
cent and in Europe and the US whatever
curtailments we have taken, were taken
August-September end, most of those
flights are already back on sale now...

"We will be back to where we were
pre-war in a couple of months from
now," he said.

Meanwhile, Air India is investing in
improving customer exXperience across
various touch points, such as having
new service standards for the crew and
the airport staff.

"No matter how much hardware
you upgrade, unless you have a good
software to run that hardware, it will
not mean much. We are investing a lot
of money in building system, process,
people capability across the organisa-
tion so that we can deliver a safe, reli-
able customer experience,” Aggarwal
said.
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IndiGo to place order for 1k aircraft
engines with CFM International

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The country’s larg-
est airline IndiGo on Monday
announced it will place an order
with CFM International for
more than 1,000 engines to
power its 510 A320 neo family
planes.

IndiGo and CFM Interna-
tional, an equal joint venture
between GE Aerospace and Saf-
ran Aircraft Engines, have inked
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU]) for the order at the

Farnborough International Air-
show in the UK.

The order for more than
1,000 LEAP-1A engines to power
510 Airbus A320 neo family air-
craft will also be the “largest
single order ever placed for
LEAP engines and a record for
CFM International,” a release
said on Monday.

Financial details were not
disclosed.

A320 pneo family planes
include A320 neos, A321 neos
and A321 XLRs. All are narrow-
body aircraft.

CFM International would
also provide extensive support
to the airline in establishing its
engine MRO (Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul) facility in
Bengaluru. Besides, it will pro-
vide support to the IndiGo fleet
through long-term material ser-
vices agreement, including sup-
ply of spare parts.

Currently, IndiGo has an
operational fleet of over 400
planes and over 900 Airbus air-
craft are on order, IndiGo has
been a customer of CFM Inter-
national for 10 years.
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IndiGo expands lead over
Air India with 66% mkt share

According to DGCA data, the Air India group's share declined from 27.1% a vear ago to 23.9%
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IndiGo places
over Ik engines’
order for A320s

May Cost $14.5Bn At List Price

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: IndiGo on
Monday placed a record or-
der for over 1000 engines
for its 510 Airbus A320neo
family of aircraft.

Original equipment ma-
nufacturers (OEM) and air-
lines don't disclose the deal
size as the price is negotia-
ted with the the customer,
but based on the list price,
thecostof theenginesisaro-
und $14.5 billion, The airli-
ne, which currently hasafle-
et of over 430 planes, has an
order book of almost 1,000
aireraft that are to be delive-
red over a decade. It plans to
double its fleet by 2030,

The order for LEAP-1A
engines at the Farnboro-
ugh Air Show was placed
with CFM International,
which will set up an engine
maintenance repair over-
haul (MRO) in the country:

The engine OEMs are
going to grow their presen-
ceinIndia, thankstomassi-
ve orders from Indian car-
riers. India is CFM’s third-
largest market, with fiveIn-
dian carriers operating
more than 400 LEAP-powe-
red aircraft and have 2,000
engines on order. CFM is a
50/50 joint venture betwe-
en GE Aerospace and Sa-
fran Aircraft Engines. Last
Nov, Safran had inaugura-

CFM TO SET UP MRO

» IndiGo currently has a fleet
of over 430 planes,
and has anorder 4

book of almost 1,000 = *
aircraft that are to be
delivered over a decade

» It plans to double its fleat
by 2030

» The order for LEAP-1A
engines is placed with CFM
International, which will set
up an engine MRO here

» India is CFM's third-largest
market, with five Indian car-
riers operating more than 400
LEAP-powered aircraft

ted an MRO in Hyderabad.

In a statement, IndiGo
CEO-designate Willie Walsh
said, CFM has been a part-
ner sinee 2016, and supports
IndiGo's fleet of over 375
Airbus planes. “With a
strong installed base, manu-
facturing in Pune, a broad
local supplier network, and
advanced engineering in
Bengaluru, we remain com-
mitted to supporting Indi-
Go's growth and expanding
our presence in India,” said
GE Aerospace chairman &
CEOH Lawrence Culp Jr.

Separately, Honeywell
Aerospace announced that
IndiGo has selected its av-
ionics and power systems
for its order of 810 new Air-
bus A320neo aircraft.
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IndiGo mkt share
at new high as Al
reduces flights

New Delhi: IndiGo's domestic
market share touched a fresh
high of 66.3% last month with
Air India group slashing
flights, following record losses
last fiscal. DGCA domestic air
traffic data issued Tuesday
showed AT Group share falling
to 23.9% —down from 25.6% in
May and this Calendar vear's
high of 27% seen in Feb.

While IndiGo has also sus-
pended flights due tooil prices
skyrocketing and the rupee
plummeting during the West
Asia crisis, that numhber is
less than Al group’s.

IndiGo’s market share has
risen from63.6% thisJantoan
all time high of 66.3% last
month.

Akasa is at third spot with
6.4% domestic market share.
The remaining 3.4% market
share is accounted for by
smallerairlines.
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