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Speed up unfinished work at Patna

airport terminal, Centre tells AAI

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA : The Centre has advised
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) to complete all unfin-
ished work of the new inte-
grated terminal building of
Patna’s Jayprakash Narayan
International (JPNI) Airport as
early as possible, said officials
on Sunday.

The directive came in light of
the government earning public
wrath for showing undue haste
in its inauguration, with much
work pending, in an election
year in Bihar.

The Centre’s two-member
team led by Rubina Ali, joint
secretary in the ministry of civil
aviation (MoCA), and Nandita
Bhat, member (planning) AAL
New Delhi, was in Patna on
July 16 to take stock of the
unfinished work at the airport
terminal, a day after Hindustan
Times reported (PMO takes cog-
nizance of slipshod work at
Patna's new terminal) in its
Patna edition on July 15, listing
a host of unfinished work, and
a social media post on X, refer-
ring to the haste in the inaugu-

THE GOVERNMENT
HAS EARNED
PEOPLE'S WRATH
FOR SHOWING
UNDUE HASTE IN
ITS INAUGURATION

ration of the new terminal
building in election year in
Bihar. PM Modi had inaugu-
rated the new terminal on May
29 and the building was opera-
tionalised on June 3, despite
much work pending.
Assembly elections in Bihar
are scheduled later this year.
It will take another three
months to complete all pending
work related to the terminal
building, while construction of
the other four aerobridges,
in addition to the one existing,
is expected by November, said
officials. An estimated 31,030
crore has been spent against
an estimated project cost
of 1,200 crore for the three-
level integrated terminal build-
ing.
The PMO query on July | had

triggered a knee-jerk reaction
in the MoCA that had a cascad-
ing effect in the AAI, ruffling
some feathers and prompting
the latter to Issue show-cause
notices to two senior airport
officers, who were posted at
Patna around five months back,
making them scapegoats in the
whole episode.

Sensitive about negative
publicity, Nivedita Dubey, AAL
regional executive director,
eastern region, Kolkata, also
sought to draw an iron-curtain
on officials interacting with
mediapersons, when she
recently reminded them that
barring the Patna airport
director, none should inter-
act with the media, said peo-
ple aware of the matter.

Patna airport director was
not available for comments on
Sunday. Air traffic manage-
ment in-charge and the officer
deputising for the airport
director, did not respond to this
reporter’s phone calls or text
message.

The Central team also saw
the progress of construction of
a civil enclave at Bihta airport,
approx 30 kms to the west of

the existing Patna airport.

The Bihar government
has transferred to AAI total 116
acre land at Bihta in two parts
of 108 acres and 8 acres for
construction of a civil enclave
at an estimated cost of ¥460
crore. The transfer of the
last 8-acre land was done in
March.

Earth excavation for founda-
tion of the terminal building
was now being done at the
Bihta airport, a defence aero-
drome. Casting and concreting
work will be taken up after
monsoon. The constructions of
the apron area to accommo-
date 10 Airbus 321 aircraft; link
taxiway, connecting the run-
way with apron; five  aero-
bridges, baggage handling sys-
tem inside the civil enclave,
multi-level car parking, and
staff quarters, will be done
additionally through separate
tenders.

The Centre has approved
%1,413 crore as the overall
estimated project cost, includ-
ing construction of the civil
enclave, for Bihta airport with a
completion deadline of March
3L, 2027.
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NSG conducts counter-hijack and counter-terrorist drills at Kolkata airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: In a significant step
to bolster aviation security pre-
paredness, the National Security
Guard (NSG) conducted a full-
scale counter-hijack and coun-
ter-terrorist exercise at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airport (NSCBI Air-
port), Kolkata, during the night
of July 18-19.

The high-intensity simula-
tion, conducted in coordina-
tion with multiple security and
civil aviation agencies, tested
response capabilities in han-

dling complex threats. The
counter-hijack drill began at
9:34 pm on July 18, with Air
Traffic Control (ATC) receiv-
ing an emergency call from a
simulated hijacked A320 air-
craft carrying 75 dummy pas-
sengers and crew. The aircraft
was swiftly moved to the iso-
lation bay and the aerodrome
committee was convened
to manage the crisis.

CISF quick reaction teams
cordoned off the aircraft, while
negotiators from the Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB) and Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA)

The counter-hijack drill began at 9:34 pm on July 18

PIC/MPOST

The aircraft was
swiftly moved

to the isolation
bay and the
aerodrome
committee was
convened to
manage the crisis

engaged the “hijackers” in talks.
With negotiations failing, the
NSG Counter Hijack Task Force
launched a precision operation

to storm the aircraft. The simu-
lated mission concluded at 2:15
am on July 19 with all passen-
gers and crew “rescued” and the

hijackers “nentralised”
Concurrently, around 9:00

pm, a simulated terrorist attack

was staged at the Airports

Authority of India (AAI) oper-
ational offices.

The scenario involved twelve
staff members being taken hos-
tage, and power supply to the
building being disrupted. State
Police’s Special Task Force (STF)
attempted an initial response
but met simulated casualties
and heavy resistance.

Following the hijack res-
olution, the NSG unit was
redeployed to handle the
hostage crisis.

After coordination with
STE the NSG conducted a
tactical assault, successfully

rescuing all hostages and “neu-
tralising” sixsimulated terrorists.
The exercise ended at 4:25 am.
The exercise was aimed at vali-
dating rapid response protocols,
inter-agency coordination, and
crisis management strategies
in high-risk aviation scenarios.
Participating agencies included
the AAIL CISE, ATC, airlines,
IB, MHA, State Police and NSG.

AAT and NSCBI Airport
authorities expressed grat-
itude to all agencies for their
seamless cooperation and
reaffirmed their commitment
to aviation safety.
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THE STATESMAN

NSG personnel conduct
counter—hi{' ack, anti-terror
drillsatKolkata Airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 20 JULY

The elite National Security
Guard (NSG) carried out
full-scale counter-hijack
and counter-terrorism exer-
cises at Kolkata's Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose Interna-
tional Airport (NSCBI)
between 18 and 19 July, air-
port authorities said on Sun-
day.

The high-intensity drills,
conducted in coordination
with multiple security and
civil agencies, were designed
to test preparedness and
response protocols in the
eventof coordinated terror
threats to aviation infra-
structure.

The simulated counter-
hijack operation began at
2134 hours on 18 July, when
Air Traffic Control (ATC)
received an emergency alert
from a mock A320 aircraft
carrying 75 dummy pas-
sengers and crew. The aircraft
was moved to an isolation
bay, and quick reaction

teams from the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) secured the perime-
ter.

Negotiators from the
Intelligence Bureau and
Ministry of Home Affairs
engaged with the simulated
hijackers but failed to resolve
the standoff. NSG's Counter
Hijack Task Force (CHTF)
was then deployed to storm
the aircraft. The tactical
operation resulted in the
successful “rescue” of all
onboard and the neutrali-
sation ofall mock hijackers
by 0215 hours on 19 July.

Parallel to the hijack sim-
ulation, a counter-terror
scenario was staged at
around 9 pm hours, involving
an armed attack on opera-
tional offices of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI).
The drill included 12 hostages
and asimulated power out-
age. State Police Special
Task Force (STF) initially
attempted to secure the site
but faced heavy “casualties”
and resistance.
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Al got 9 showcauses
in 6 months tied to 5
safety violations: Min

Tinees News NETWoORK

New Delhi: Nine show-
cause notices were lssued
to Air India during the last
six months in connection
with five identified safety vi-
plations, Union junior avia-
tion  minister Murlldhar
Mohol said in reply to a
gquestion in the Rajva Sabha
on Monday, Enforcement ac
tion hasbeen complet-
ed inrespect of one vi-
alation, he added.

Regarding the Al
Dreamliner that had
crashed in Ahmeda
bad on June 12, the
minigster said no adverse
trend had been reported in
reliability reports of Afr In-
dia for that aircraft in the
last six months.

Meanwhile, govt admit-
ted in Parliament that there is
a shortage of personnel in
aviation agencies like Diree-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), Burean of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS),
and Alrports Authoeity of In-
dia (AAl, which also pro-
vides air traffic services

According to a parlia-
mentary reply the DGCA
as of Monday had 823
vacancies, BCAS had 230
and AAlhad 3,238,

“Bome positions have

been created in the last cou-
ple of vears: 441 posts, in-
cluding 426 technical posts,
have been created between
2022 and 2024, 84 operational
posts were created in res-
tructuring of BCAS in 2024,
and B40 posts af air traffic
controllers have bean epeat-
ed recently,” Mohol said.

"Keeping in view cur-
rent and future expansion of
civil aviation and ef-
fective supervision,
additional posts have
been  created  in
DGCA, BCAE and
AAT Theshortfall has

& notimpacted the fune-
tioning of these organisa-
tions. Further, all methods
of recruitment are pursued
vigorously in order o en-
sure timely and continuous
availability of requisite
manpower,” he said.

“To mest requirements
in the interregnum duoe to
vacancies arising from rea-
gons like inadequate re-
sponse to advertisements,
nof-jolning of selected can-
didates, persons with insuf-
ficient service in the feeder
cadre for promotion, insuffi-
cient response to deputation
posts, efforts are made to
recrult  persons  through
short-term contractual hir-
ing." the minister said
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IGIA tops bird-hit chart

over 5 years: Govt data

Dheer Chawla
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport has
recorded the highest number of
bird-hit incidents among all
Indian airports over the past five
years, the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion told Parliament on Monday.

Responding to a question by
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MP
Swati Maliwal in the Rajya Sabha,
the ministry shared data showing
arisein bird-hit cases atIGI from
62 in 2020 to 185 in 2023, before
dipping to 130 in 2024,

In the first half of 2025, 41 inci-
dents have already been reported,

the agency data showed.

In contrast, airports in Mum-
bai, Bengaluru, and Hyderabad
did not cross 90 incidents in any
single year during the same
period, the report said. To
address the issue, the ministry
cited Civil Aviation Requirement
(CAR) regulations that mandate
Wildlife Hazard Management
Plans (WHMP) at airports.

According to these norms,
Delhi International Airport Lim-
ited (DIAL) has implemented
bird repellent strategies, rodent
control, habitat and insect man-
agement, biological and chemi-
cal controls, rescue operations,
and awareness initiatives.
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DIAL LAUNCHES
CULTURAL SHOWS
FOR FLIERS AT IGI
AIRPORT'S T-1

Jasjeev Gandhiok
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Passengers depart-
ing from Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport’s Terminal 1
will now be treated to Indian
classical music and dance per-
formances, Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL) said on
Monday.

The performances, held
between 10am and 6pm, are
aimed at promoting Indian cul-
ture,"We are organising these
events at departures as passen-
gers have more time to spare
there,” a DIAL spokesperson
said. Art forms will include
Kathak, Bharatanatyam, and
classical music using instru-
ments like the Tar Shehnai, San-
toor, Sitar, and Sarangi.

“DEL Vibes is an immersive
platform... transforming waiting
time into an opportunity for dis-
covery,” the official added. Trav-
ellers can also engage in interac-
tive craft workshops and demon-
strations, officials said. DIAL
CEO Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said
the initiative aim’s to offer a
piece of India’s cultural richness.
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Boarding soon: MMR'’s next aviation hub
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second aviation hub in the ers have begun preparing for on the west side and Khandeshwar on passengers and cargo, fram w Ubve Hill cut and leveled

Mumbai Metropolitan Region  the airport’s phased launch. - the CSMT-Panvel Section on past side. sumunding coast by 90mts

[MMR). Spread across 1160  IndiGo plans 36 daily flights

hectares, the scale of the air-  (nitially, while Akasa Air will = Sita plevated by nearly

port is best llustrated by the  start with 15. Other airlines Smis for flood protection

following detafl - its two par-  are in discussions to connect = Over 160ha of mangroves

allel runways are spaced Tier-2 and Tier-3 clties dmmmﬂ

1.55km apart. The MMR will  directly. o Ressttemant of 100+

also become the first metro- The airport will Initally amilies From 30 vilbnes at

politan region in India to handle 8-10 airerafli move- -

have two International air-
ports,

With domestic Mights
expected to start after the
monsoon and international
services scheduled for mid-
2026, airlines are busy final-
ising schedules and arrange-
ments are being rolied out
for multi-modal connectivity.
However, plans to shut and
start redeveloping Terminal |
at the Mumbal airport by
end-2025 have been put on
haold.

Located in Ulwe, the Navi
Mumbal International Alr-
port (NMIA) will be easily
accessible from Mumbal,
North MMR, and Panvel and
surrounding areas. Chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
recently announced that the
first passenger flight from
NMIA would take off by Sep-
tember 30.

Before operations com-
mence, here's a look at one of
the MMR's most transforma-
tive infrastructure projects.

Plans to build an airport to
decongest the Mumbai air-
port go back almost 30 years.

The site, in Ulwe, was iden-
tified by the City and Indus-
irial Development Corpora-
ton (CIDCO). the planning

ments per hour, going up to
30 by April 2026.

The parallel runway sys-
em can support up io 45
movements per hour, with
terminal capacity guiding
early throughput.

"Specific details regarding
commercial flights will be
announced closer to the com-
mencement date. The choice
of sectors remains with the
respective alirlines, in line
with their broader network
strategies,” said the NMIA
spokesperson,

Multimodal connectivity is
a key strength. NMIA links
road, rall, metro and sea
transport. The newly opened
Atal Setu cuts travel tlme
from South Mumbai to 40
minutes, while Thane and
Pune are reachable within 1-2
hours.

Easing pressure on
Mumbai airport
NMIA aims to ease the pres-
sure on Mumbai's Chhatrap-
atl Shivajli Maharaj Interna-
tional Alrport (CSMIA),
which handles over 50 mil-
lion passengers annually and
Is among the busiest single-
runway airports globally.
With llmlr.ed room for

Phased development plan Cumulative Passenger Capacity (million)
T1iin 2025) Phase | &I 20
0 50

cater to 20 million passen-
DEVENDRA gers annually, with plans to
FADNAVIS scale up to 90 million by
Chief minister 2040,

Four passenger terminals,
The project Is advancing 2 general aviation terminal,
rapldly, and although and a state-of-the-art cargo
the September3o terminal will eventually oper-

ateat NMIA. Cargo handling
deadlineis ambitious, capacity is projected 1o rise

we have setitto from 0.5 million tonnes w 2.6

coincide with million in future phases;

the Prime NMIAs spokesperson high-
| Minister's - 1 lighted the alrport’s focus on

scalability, sustainability and
passenger-centric  design.

avallability for
Inauguration ] “Travellers can expect a truly

mrmmmmmm’:mmmmume NMIA, an initiative aimed at decongesting the Mumbai airport. i

world-class experience with

smart systems, smooth tran-

- wrm s - & e oaeome . + . #ow e

authurﬂ]r for Navi Mumbal, expansion dué to urban con-  new alrport will cater to the uld an NMIA spokesperson.  per month. On 1l November 1,032 ATMs. to manage rising traffic vol-  sit options, and terminals

1997 and 2600 straints, CSMIA’s capacity Incremental air traffic and CSMIA currently handlesa 2023, CSMIA set a record for Once NMIA becomes oper-  umes without placing undue  that blend Indian heritage

- Now, in 2025, the 316,700  {ssues are e.tp-uctl.'d to be provide relief to CSMIA's cur- pcamdlynf!iﬁﬂ to 1,000 the highest single-day air- ational, the twin airport sys- pressure on either fachlity. with contemporary efli-
crare n]rpu:r&'hmuijlm .ldllrtsied by NMIA. “The rent operational demands,” : {ATM) craft movements, reaching tem would be better equipped  The new airport will initially  clency.”

e - - -—-, e =
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From Kathak to Sitar recitals: ‘A
piece of India’s culture at airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI, LY 21

WHEN YOU are at the Indira
Gandhi Intermational Airpan
[I1A in Db thes nesttime weait-
ing for your light. don't be sur-
prisedil you getan opportundy o
atend live Karthak performances,
sitar recaks, andoraft workshops.

This is part of Delhi
International Airport Limited's
[IMAL) new initiative = "DEL
Vibes' Passengerscanexperence
Iive Indian clasical damoe, nsic,
and] cralt worksho ps while travel -
ling. The programme which DIAL
daims is a first-of-its kind inita-
tve atamy Indian arpon hasbeen

The initiatve was launched
Monday. Cgress

intmduced across allterminals a
the air port

“Thisis ourwey olgningevery
traveller apreceol India's cultural

richness even before they leave
the arport,” sad MALCEOYideh
Kusmar jspurdar,“lerellecs ourvi-
Sion nob just iomanage and oper-
ate India's bisiest transit hub, bt
mcreate memno rable expenences
lor passengers.”

According w DIAL, the pro-
gramme will include live per-
formances af Indian classical
dance forms ssch as Kathak and
Bharatanatyam, aswell as insdre-
mental recitals using the Tar
Shehnal, Santoor, Sitar, and
Sarargl, Travelers can also take
part in hands-on craft sessions
and artist- led denonstrations,

The performances ae sched-
uled daily between 10 am and
Gpm.
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Adani Group to invest
T96K crore in airports
over next five years

MNEW DELHI: ‘The Adani
Giroup plans to iovest s 96,000
crofe in its airport business
aver Use next ve Vears, focus-
ing heavily on infrastructure
enhancement and real estate
development.

A :.itmlﬁnnl partion of this
mvestment will be allocated ta
the Mavi Mumbai and Muam-
bai arrpont projects, reflecting
the conglomerates growing
push 1o expand its foatprint in
India’ aviation sectlor.

leet Adani, who heads the
a].rpurl divigion, ruled out
overseas expansion for mow,
ciling sron |_mm'|]| opporin-
nities in India. “We see signili-
canl domestic potential and
remmain facused on an India-
first strategy! he saicd.

Adani Ai:rpuns, which
operates sven sirports includ-
ing Mumbais Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
.r\.irpuu'L. A o upmu'urn|'ue
the Navi Mumbai Internationl
Airport (NMIA) by October
2025, The airport is expected
1o handle 20 million

ers anoually in its first phase,
ched by an initial investoment
ol Hs 19000 crore.

Future phns for NMLA
include a second terminal,
with two options under con-
sideration: a 3-CPA terminal
coating Rs 30,000 crore or a
barger 5-CPA terminal with an
investment o Hs 40,000
A5.000 crare.

The long-term vision is (o
scabe NMIA 1o accommodate
90 million passengers annu-

Adani Airports gims
to operationalise
the Navi Mumbai

International
Airport (NMIA) by
October 2025
ally, with a total ivvestment of
Rs 1 lakh crore

A new Terminal 1 at
Mumbeai airport i alse in

the pipeline and expected by
2032 al an edimated cost of
Hs 5,008k crore. ﬁr]r]:il'mna]l}',
new lerminals are planned for
Ahmedabad, Jaipur, and Thiru-
vananthapuram, with exgan-
sion underway at Locknow A
new terminal in Guwahati is
schedubed for completion by
late 2025,

The vestment will be
funded through o mix of inter-
nal eqjuity and debit refimancing,.

Jeet Adasii alsa highliglited
ongoing collsboration with
leading carriers like IndiCGo
and Air India to align infra-
structure with airline Emwlh_
in line with the government’s
PP model for airport devel-
opment 1=11R]5%
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Al plane veers off runway
while landing amid heavy
rain at Mumbai airport

SUDHIR SURYAWANSH] @ Womby

AN Alr Indiaaireraft from Ho
chi to Mumbai veered off the
runway al Chhatrapati Shivag
Maharaj International Alrpart
{CSMTIA) amid heavy rain on
Maonday morning, disrupting
air traffic for s while.

The plane skidded off the
runwy onbo an unpaved area,
bt the pilot quickly brought it
ek to the paved surfaes

It was grounded for (nape:
tion amd maintenance checks
The primary runway-—m2aT
reportedly suffered minor dam-
apes Secondary Runwoay 14/32
wins nctivated to ensure unin
terrupted Dight operations

An Alr India spoliesper

Srmmigny s, T
Um

intersecting runways, and only
o Chh opera e sl a time, k-
ing it one of the wordd's buslest
S nghe-runway alrports
As per Might tracking data,
the alreraft departed rom Ko
chi at 743 am and landed ot the
hMumbal airport at 927 am. The
airerafl involved, VT-TYAL

son said Night AIZ744, T, B foryea rold A%Eeo

operating frem Kochi ,h“"- e
-

tor Mumbai on July 21,
2Wi5, experienced
hemry rainduring land-
ingath 27 am, resuliing
ina runway excursion al-
ter touchdown.

“The almeral taxled safely 1o
the gate and all passenpers and
crew membsers have since dis-
embarked. The alreraft has
been grounded for checks The
sufety of passengers and crew
remains our top priority,” the
spokesperson added.

The Mumbal alrport has two

that previously operat-
ed in the Vistarn Dect
before the airline's
merger with Air India.
After heavy overnighi
rainfall on Sunday, the
wenther office has forecast
moderate rinfallwith the pos
sibvility of thunderstorms,
Lighining, and sty winds over
thenext 24 hours in parts of
Mumbai and jis suburbs Indi-
Go, Spleedet and Akasa Alr
hawe also 1sswed o travel advi-
sary for passengers tmvelling
bram Mumbad.
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Now, enjoy live classical
dances, music, sitar recital
and crafts at IGI AJI']DOIT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & haw Daii

WAITING for Mights, whether
delayed or arriving early, will
no longer be a boring experi
anee for passengers at Delhi
Ajrport As part of a new Ini
tiative tiled "DEL Vibes"™, the
alrport has Introdueed live In
dian classical dance and music
performances, along with craft
workshops, to engage and
entertaln travellsrs,

The programme has been in
iroduced across all ferminals
and alms to offer passengers,
both domestic and | iternation
al acoliural experience during
their travel, said DelhiInterns
tional A port Limdted (DEAL)
Momdday It features live per
formances of Indian classical
dance forma, ineluding Kathak
and Bharatanstyam, as well as
Instrumentnl recitals that uel
lise tar shehnad, santoor, sitar
and sarangl. Travellers can
also take part in hands-on crafl
sessions and artist-led demon-
st jons, according to DIAL

The performances nm schsd
uled daily betwesn 10 am and &
pm and include 10-156 minues
af classical dance, 20-25 min
utes of live music, and
15-minute cumbod craft experi-
ences. The seszions are inter
spersed with filler segments
anchored by emoses to engage
with passengers and guide
them through the program-
ming sald DIAL. Acocording to
DIAL, the initiative |s alsa

aimed ot easing travel related

stresa and anxiety, especially for
[rst-time Overs, by providing a
calming and engaging eaviron-
mient. The atrport described |
as an &fort to convert transit
time into an epportunity forculk
mral immersion
“This is our way ol giving eve-
ry travellor a plece of Indin's
cultural richness even before
they leave the airport. It re-
Mects our vislon not just o
manage and operate [ndla's
busiest transit hub, but to cre
e murnurutl-]u Experiences for
passengers,” sald DIAL CED
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar

“The air port has beenact ve-
Iy promoting Indian art and
culture by commissionlng
large-scale installations such
as the twelve muidra se ulptures
at Terminal 3, & 12-foo Surya
Mamaskar statue aswell as muo-
rals and paintings by lead ing
cont empornry artlsts.” the
airport aaid ina stalement



QIRPUH 'SAUT HCIH'# I“l‘ UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVEBHARAT TIMES LELHI 22 WJULY 2025

B T e, 161 TEAE

S 12 fieetl & 1G] TR 9 BT ard &
fom o 7 ¥ o et o A sl e
&, o o s 9 Aftn o 48 JEw A
T | WERE ufew # i & e

TFeTC ¥ Ugct el 3R FARSH Pl 3gH

291 3 feeit
+t raard &t
AxAge A
3 Uit et
kT

I 1 WETH &1 | TEHEE s St AU
arre (Rl gevrea e TP wam 8

i many el fordd Hand oo
o1 UEE 1 o ¥, wie @ e
s Hepla g & A vy 2@t #
awe & v ReE AR SRR A T
Ff DEL Vibes & @Rty wenftere =i, o9,
T, T, MRS o Sena & Ay
b Bt a1 ek F Sen o we
| mrlen a8 10 79§ 0 6 T 9 et |

mﬁmmﬁmlmwmmmm

o —— |

3N T 3P I R
&, fre A & DEL
Vibes' |

TE UF Aeghw 1w B
i e o e
uE F wen, Wi SN
Frmrs | Fie v 3=l

| &1 8T 31T 37T BRI

wde o7 a4 it s R W a2, S 3w o e
Tl T9 21 T8 ueE R B Aepied e o O T=e 21
¥ 10 9 15 e e, 20 9 25 R Wi s Tt 1S
Fre 3 oowlie & e fan o 2 | o ek Raids
78 afer vova oRe % o v # | e 1 o T
BT BT W o SN S o e




AIRPORTS .&LHHUF-?!I ¥ I'Jf' iNLlhﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directoratel

NAVEHARAT TIMES DELHI 22 JHULY 2025

ﬁ('_("l

~HeE TRAR 9€ fg & A

B 2 W, TG & T SRR

Maneesh.Aggarwal
(@ Emesofindia com

lﬂiﬁﬁ‘ﬂ‘:i‘ﬂiﬁmm
T frEe ¥ i T
¥ o TR WEE W T
vt mﬂgm i Fne
T A A ) o
T S an & el w
3t 2024 # 31 W i e
H 7z 9 T o &) ¥
frr Heer B TR 6 A
¢ S d T 4§ Tarm T R
o 7% e 5wt 4 i el ok
Tt TR i 2 oW
e WA FF ¥ WeEs T e
m A e A T v W
T BT F 41-41 TS W A
20209 2024 7 e THTHE T
% b= & ged wfes o T
um | Frea o= feet o
o2 22 & 130 &l 2023 ¥ fretd
185 WFE AEA 3 T TR

aﬁaﬁzﬂﬂmm:a:mﬁmq
HRTE F T T W W AR
e 7 T 9 EE W | v
GENIMT 9T BE-ER &
O T M| TE-10 F 7= w5
== # =0 o S e e T
fir =rimm e wwErh

f=|?3r| E e & R W T

ﬂﬂwmﬁﬂiﬁrﬁr



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVODAYA TIMES DELHT 2z JULY Z0Z5

5 e, 21 5ems ( TEEg T )
fem wi SErrvmE (srdeend)
IS T3 TS 3 TE-T1 375 F 4,
i A I3 9 | g H T
e T ae Tl Wl Mg Tadre
T qF A9 TE F UEE A
fesl v & He e w5 qEl
feeefl Szvmre v S 710 qrel] T OFId RTT PH | m cfife 3 T e T1é

el ¥ fore i e 0 e e : b ik
F el HRFHIF AT WA F1 2@ mmfﬁ - %Eﬁg B YU HWR 0l
(St =mgen A = T E) B & BT 4| Qb Bl a3 fifticd v arcll

T BT &1 T SR 3 SHN 3o - i &l i

o U @ diel 8 Tl U Wifel 3R 12 BIE @] ¥
RIS A6 10 WS A6 A F e e e e &) | TRORAR

S I FARHH AL RO gperadgaprin A ighe | @ TUE FA0H
2ol AGeH o 60 HAF T A i & A aech O U m@mmmm
SR e A T F A g g el | ST WIW e
% T AW, AT, W T g g kv sy | WG RAGR] 303
ST TR S T A T i 3 gl ol o & | 00K ol gkl o
ST FTR AAEE A AN g1 @ 3 aFl & A9 U WRIG S awd
RUGER R DR EE R ieplete 3He1Ha et B R | WS-l amie

UEORIEIEA RN 2RI S U3 aeE PUR STAYRUR < BE 6 U8 Wel dhddl ol W dled
=AY e o W 1 B 31 ¥ e ] FRAU1 81 83 U @l RRUIE ¥ et 4 Ugel €1 4k
o ol wiepfeics Wyl 9 uRfeld T S Ha 389U S 138 1 ot WX b HaY @i
GRUIE ol Uefel 31¥ Hallei 3+ dled AR o fofd I 3qd a1 & &5
alteelul dl <uic & |




AIF’?PUH 'S AUl HUF’#T ‘i’ OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PICHNEEER

DELHT

22 JPLY 2025

Delhi airport turns into a classical arts, music stage

RAJESH HUMARSANLAY KW
W Mesws Dedhi

rom Indian dassical dance

forms such as kathak and

bharatanatyam to mes-
merising musical renditions of
shehmai, santoor, sitar and
sarangi, travellers can now
enjoy the country’s rich artistic
heritage ot Delhis Indira
Gandhi Imternational {IGI) air-
port. :

In an attempt (o transform
travel into a culbturally enrich-
ing journey, the Delhi
International Airport Limited
{DIAL} has become the coun-
try’s first sirpont to laonch
DEL Vibes, a unique experien-
tial artistic initiative.

Launched by a GME Aero-
led consortium, which manages

and operates IGI airport. the
initiative is an immersive plat-
form desi to offer travellers
— both domestic and interna-
tional — a vibrant and authen-
tic introduction to India’s clas-

sical music, dance and craft.
With dedicated program-
ming across all terminals of the
couniry’s leading transit hub,
DEL Vibes is set o transform
waiting ime into an opportu-

PIONEER PHOTT)

nity for soulful discovery.

Speaking about the initiative,
DIAL CEQ Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar. said, “DEL Vibes is
our way of giving every traveller
2 piece of India's cultural rich-

neess even before they leave the
girport. It reflects our vision mot
just to manage and operate
Indias busiest transit hob, bat
io create memorahle experi-
ences for the passengers”

DEL Vibes features live per-
formances of Indian dassical
dance and music. Travellers can
also participate in interactive
craft sessions, workshops and
artist-led performances, mak-
ing the airport not just a gate-
way to India, but o window into
its living heritage.

The initiative also addresses
F:L-iscn rwell-being, especial-
y for first-time flyers, by cre-
ating a calming and engaging
atmosphere that eases travel-
related stress and ansdety.

The programmes are sched-
uled between 10 am and 6 pm.

These indude 10 to 15 minute
of classical dance, 20 to 25
minute of live Indian classical
music, 15 mimute of curated
hands-on experiences and
gbwgmg filler segments host-
emcees o involve passen-

gers ‘between sessions.
The airport has been active-
by meuting Indian art and
ulture by commissioning
large-scale installations that
evoke the country’s rich her-
itage — such as the 12 modra
sculprures af Terminal-3, a 12
fool surya namaskar statue
representing Sun salutations, as
well as murals and paintings by
leading contemporary artists,
and through exhibitions that
featured works from
celebrated painters and sculp-

tors across India.
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Al flight aborts
takeoff at IGI
due to tech issue

New Delhi: An Air India flight to
Kolkataaborted take-off at Delhiair-
port on Monday evening after a tech-
nical issue was detected. The flight,
which was on the runway; returned
for taxiing with passengers and the
crew who safelv disembarked.

The flight, with 160 passengers
on board, was scheduled to depart
at 7.30am. An Air India spokesper-
son said, “Flight AI2403, operating
from Delhi to Kolkata onJuly 21, has
been rescheduled to depart later
this evening, necessitated by a tech-
nical issue detected during the tale-
off roll. The cockpit crew decided to
discontinue the take-off, following
standard operating procedures.”

The spokesperson said all pas-
sengers disembarked and our
ground colleagues in Delhiare ex-
tending support to them. “Incon-
venience caused to the passeng-
ers due to this unforeseen disrup-
tion is sincerely regretted. At Air
India, the safety and well-being of
our passengers remain top priori-
ty" the spokesperson said.

An airport official said: “The
aircraft was an Airbus 321.... Ho-
wever, following a technical pro-
blem, the flight aborted.” m~
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‘Adani grp to invest I90k cr
in airports biz over 5 years’

Saurabh.Sinka
ditimesofindia.com

Abhmedabad: Operating se-
wven airporcts in Indis, inch-
ding Mumbai CSMIA with
Mavi Mumbal set to join the
list this Oet, the Adani group
will ivest close to Hs 1 lakh
crore in its airport business
owver the next Mve years. This
capex will be spread over
both infra and real estate de-
velopiment. This corsglonieEs
ta's airport head Jest Adani
(2T), son of patriarch Gautam
Adani, sivs the potential in
India is 50 immense that it
s o tmmed Eade plans o ex-
pand this vertical of business
abeod, Excerpis:

What are your investment
plans for the sector?

We do fivevear molling
planning. In the nesxt five ye
ars. our total investment
planned n the alrports aoo
system between infrastrictu-
reand real estate ts almnst Bs
9500066000 crome The big-
gest chunk of the capex will
b at Nawd Mumbal Alrport.
Mumbai Ai and real es-
tate i these ban places,

The other big projects are
tobuild new terminals at sir-
perts in places like Ahamed
abad, Jaipar and Thinma-
nanthapuram [ next oo we
ars. The recently-built termi-
nal in Locknow will be
expainded. A new terminal at
Gurwahati isready and will be
comumikssbonied this Oct- Moy

build and operate air-
ports abroad teo?

ot immisdiately. Wi see
o0 miveh opportunity in In-
i amd don’t want to dis
tract ourselves by going
abroad, We keep getting fee
lers from abrowd. But at the
ond of the day, it's about our
maragement  bandwidth
and where do we want to ke-

epoureapital. We believeIn-
dia will see some serious
growth in the next 10-15 ye-
ars. There's so much growth
opportunity here with 26
airports already identified
for being developed PPEP
way Dur forus is on going de-
eper in India and establis
hing a broader presence he-
re, rather than goingabroad

own. We have to refinance
NMIA. The sme lenders ha
ve already expressed wil-
lingness to participate in the
next o, Chur phibosopky
is to pre-invest in infra be-
eansews are willing totakea
position on the growth of
the mviation sector and
growth of the economy of
the cities we are in. The sec-

W believe India will see some serious

growth in the next 10-15 years.
There's so much growth opportunity here
wilth 26 airports already identified for being
developed PPP way. Our focus is on gomng
deeper in India and establishing a broadar
presence hera, rather than going abroad

8 A3 4 group, we have fantastic relationship with IndiGo and
the Tatas. {To boost aviation ecosystem) We have spoken to

hath and have askaed them to inclide (s into their planning and

be & part of our planning

= JEET ADAS | ADANI TECUP CORECTOR (ARPORTS)

o
upCom
Murmbai will see?

Wi elubbed phizse 1 and 11
of that airport and will open
with an inftial capacity of 2
crore ngers annually
(CPA) instead of bullding 1
CPA at a time: This has been
bt wiith & cagesc ol Rs 18,000
crore, W e almsudy st
ted wamrk on T2 for Mivi Mum-
bal  International  Alrport
(NMILAY which could either
b 3-CPA capactty at Rs 30,000
crome or BCPA capeictty with
mcapey of Bs 4045000 crore.

That decision will be ta
ken shortly and T2 construc-
ton work will start in 12
months. O sverall capes on
MMTA that will take it to the
ultimate capacity of 9 CPA
will be Rs 1 lakh crore, 4
cumnpliely new T1 at Muom
hal CSMLA will be huilt by
2003 ol a oost af Rs 5 000crore,

How do you plan to fund
this capex?

Equity we will put on our

tor has some real tailsinds

between.
airports here in the past?

We are not here just as an
airportoperator but are here
todrive the entire ecosystem
Torward. It is nol a Oght bet
weenalrlineand airport ope-
rators. Collectively, ouravia
tion ecosystem has o get the
traffic currently tansiting
between Indiaand restof the
warld through nearby hubs
In the Gulf, Southewst Asia
and even Evrope ifor North
Amverbea market), Thoss pla
ces have a doep integration
hetween airports and airli-
nes, which as of now is
not there in India. Fortuna-
tely as a growp, we have Gn
tastic relaticnshipwith Indi-
Go and the Tatas. We have
spoken to both and have as-
ked them to inclode us into
their planning and be i pact
of our planming
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‘Adani grp to invest 90Kk cr
in airports biz over 5 years’

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: Opersting s
ven alrports in India, inchi-
ding Mumhbai CSMIA with
el Mumbai st to join the
list this Oct, the Adoni group
will invest close o Bs 1 lakh
crore in its airport business
over the next e years. This
capex. will be spread over
hoth infra and real estate de-
vielopiment. The conglormes
te's airport head Jeet Adani
(27, son of patriarch Gantam
Adand, sivs the potentinl in
Indiz i5 so immense that it
lhans e o ke plams to ex
jpandd this vertical of business
abroml, Excerpis:

Whatare your investment
plans for the sector?

We do fhvesear mlling
planning. In the next five ye
ars, our total investment
planned in the alrports éoo
system between infrastruictii-
reand real estate is almost Rs
B5,000-86.000 crore. The big-
gest chunk of the capex will
T it Mavel Murmbad Adrport,
Mumbai Airport and real es-
tate fry these twn places.

The other big projects ame
bl new terminals af air-
ports in places like Abumed-
abad, Jaipur amnd Thirwa-
maniheepuram b next oo ve
ars. The recently-built termi-
nal in Locknow will be
expandiod. A new torminal at
Guwnhati isresdy and willbe
commissioned this Oct-Nov,

Mol immediately Wi see
oo mueh oppartunity in In-
ella and don’t wanl o dis-
tract ourselves by golng
abraad. We keep getting fiee-
lers from abrowd. But at the
end of the day, it's about our
management bandwidth
and where do we want to ke

epourcapital. We believe In-
dia will see some serlous
yrowth in the next 1015 ye-
ars. There's somuch growth
opportunity here with 26
airports already identified
for being developed PP
way Our forus is on going de-
eper fn India and establis-
hing & broader presence he-
re, rather than golng abroad.

own. We have to refinance
WMIA, The same lenders ha
ve already expressed wil-
lingness to participars in the
next roumnd. Oiir philosophy
is to pre-imvest in infra be-
caisewe are willlng totakea
position on the growth of
the aviation sector and
growth of the economy of
the cities we are in. The see-

‘ We believe india will see some serious
growth in the next 10-15 years.

There's so much growth opy

with 26 arports already identified for being
developed PPP way. Our focus i on going
deeper in India and establishing a broader
presence here, rather than going abroad

ity here

-

be & part of pur planning

8 As 3 group, we have fantastic relationship with indiGo and
the Tatas. (To boost aviation ecosystem) We have
bath and have asked them to include s into their planning and

spakean to

< JEET ADAM | ADANI GEOUP DERECTOR (ARPORTS)

W clubbed phuse L and L
of that airport and will open
with an indtkal capacity of 2
crore  passengers annunlly
(CPA) mstend of ballding 1
CPA it a time. This has been
bt wiith a capesc ol Rs 10,000
crome We hive almeady star
ted woirk on T2 for Mavi Mum-
Bl Indernational  Adrport
(NMIA) which could efther
b SHCPA capacity at [a 30,000
crore oF BCPA capactty with
meapesof Bs 045000 crore.

That deciston will be ta
ke shoorthy and T2 construc-
thon work will start in 612
months, Our sverall capes on
NMIA that will take it to the
ultimate capacity of & CPA
will be Rs 1 lakh crore &
completely new T1 al Mum
hai CSMILA will be built by
202 i @ oost of Hs &0Merore.

How do you plan to fund
this capex?
Equity we will put on our

tor has some resl ailwinds,

Weare nod here just as an
airportoperator bat are here
todrive the entire ecosystem
Torward. It is nol a fght bet
weenaiineand airport ope
rators, Collectively, ouravia
thon ecosystem has to get the
traffic currently transiting
betwean Indisand restof the
world through nearby bubs
in the Gulf, Southenst Asia
and even Europe ifor North
Amerbea marke), Those pla
ees have a deep integration
betwesn ajrports and airli-
nes, which as of pow is
not there in India. Fortuns
Ly as & group, we have fan
tasticrelationshipwith Indi-
Go and the Tatas. We have
spoken to both and have as-
ked them to include us imto
their planning and be & part
of our planning.
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Airport
gets bomb
hoax mail

Hyderabad: Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport
(RGIA) was the target of a
bomb threat email from an
unidentified source, claim-
ing to execute a blast in the
airport, on Sunday.

After receiving the
threat, the police conducted
an anti-sabotage exercise
and declared the threat a
hoax. The officials said that
the accused sent an email to
RGIA authorities, inform-
ing them about the hlast.

Immediately, the airport
officials alerted Central In-
dustrial Security Force
{CISF) sleuths and Cybera-
bad police, who swung into
action and conducted an an-
ti-sabotage drill.

During the intensified
checking, there were no re-
strictions imposed by the
police on passengers or vis-
itors. However, checking
was intensified while allow-
ing the passengers into the
airport. The officials of dif-
ferent internal wings of the
airportheldameetinginthe
backdrop of the email as
partof protocol. T
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‘Air India crash reports
Speculatwe, premature

FIEE Trust of India
Mew Delhi

The US National Transport-
ation Safery Board (NTSB)
Chairwoman Jennifer Ho-
mendy has said the board
will continue to support the
investigation into the Air In-
dia plane crash, and that re
ports about the incident are
premature and speculative.
On July 12, the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bur-
eau released its preliminary
report into the fatal crash.
“Recent media reports on
the Air India 171 crash are
premature and speculative.
India’s Aireraft Accident In-
u‘esrﬁmon Bureaun just re-
leased its preliminary report.

Investigations of this mag-
nimde rake time,” Homendy
said in a statement posted on
.

The comments come days
after AAIB said it is too early
to draw any “definite conclu-
sions” on what led to the
crash as the probe is still on,
and urged everyone to re-
frain from spreading prema-
ture narratives.

AATE BACKED

Homendy also said thar the
NTSE fully supports AAIR's
public appeal and would con-
tinue to support its ongoing
investgation.

“All investigative ques-
tions should be addressed to
the AAIB™ she said in the
post on Saturday.
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AAIB ‘unbiased’, carrying
out rule-based probe: Naidu

PRESS TRUST OF IMD4A
Mo Dedhi, 1 juby

The Alrcraft Accident Investigation
Burean {AATR) is "totalty unblased” and is
carryling our a definitive and thorough
rule-based probe to fAnd out wiat exscthy
led to the Alr Indfa plane crash that killed
260 people tast month, Chvil Avistion Min-
Istar K Rammiohan Maidu sakd inthe Bajya
Eabhha on Monday.

Ten days after the AAIR cane out with
1= initial probe nio the fatal crash, Makdu
sald the Investigation process s being
carried our s per International norms
and assured the Upper House that the
country has a very robust gwstiom safery
mechaniam.

“Wie want o stand by the truth. We
want to find out what exactly happened
and that is only going to be coming out
once the final report (of AATR) is placed. We
havero respectthe process of Lvestigation
and once that process has happensd, then
weican talk about what happemsed, how it
happened and then corrective measues
{can betaken),” Maldosald.

Amid speculations over the possible
roda of pilons b the accident, Baldn sabd rhe
AATE's predimi nary report talks about anly
what has happened basad o the facts in
the cockpdt volee recorder and flight data
recorder. “Tean sayihis inthe House and to
the peopleat thecoumnury that the A AT has
avery definitive and thorough rule-hased
process. They are very transparently
Iokimg st the (Investigation) process riglst
now and they are tomlly unbiased ” the
muinistersaid, while responding to supple-
mentamies.

Onune 12 Ale India’s Boelng 787-Bair-
craft enroute fromAhmedabad to London

§4'WE HAVE TO RESPECT THE
PROCESS OF INVESTIGATION, AMND
OMCE THAT PROCESS HAS
HAPPEMED, THEN WE CAN TALK
ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED, HOW IT
HAPPEMED, AMD THEN CORRECTIVE
MEASURES [CAN BE TAKEN) ¥

K Rammehan Haidu
Lirun el Avation Peinectar

Garwick crashed intoa bullding scon after
take off, killing 260 peopls, inclnding 19
people on the ground. Out of the 242
people onboand, ene passenger suryived.

Maldu sald that there have been
mmualripile repoets ot ondy o Incdis bt also
Ln the Western media, trying o air their
owm viewpolnes and narreatives but “1want
o tell you that the way we are seeing the
invvestigation s through the facts, Wewant
tostand by the truth and mot what 1s hap-
peningwiththe plots, Boalng, Alrindiaor
any other srakeholdar®.

Nine show-cause notices
issucd to A-l in 6 months
over safety lapses: Gove

The central governiment has ssued nines
show-cause notices o Alr Indis in the post
sbx monihs for five safery violations, with
enforcement action completed In ome
casi, Minbster of State for Civil Aviation
Murafidhar Mohol wold Rajya Sabia on
Monday, Inawritzn reply. Mohol also
sabd thar 71 aircraft belonging to vadous
carrhers wene damaged at Indian alrports
nthe first six months of 2005 due o 50
Lrird strikes and 16 animal srrikes. No
Injuries or faalities were reported from
guch inchdents inthe past five years.

The Directorate General of Civil Avi-
arion (DGCA) has conducted three safery
nndits of Alr India — In Seprember 2020,
March 2033, and March 2005 — and
Forumd mo majos lapses.

However, the regulator did follow up
with the alrline to ensure corrective
actions weretaken, headded. oespax pareL

The civil aviation minkster alsoempha-
stsed that defindtive answers and furure
corrective measures can only be made
after the A final report i ready.

On July 12, the AAIR refeasad jis prellm-
Inary repost (ntothe fatal crash. OnJJuly 7,
AATR sabd it s tooearly to draw any “defi-
nite conclusions” on what led o the Alr
Indis plane crash, as the probe is still on
and that the final repont will come oot
with the root causes, whils it unged every-
one to refrain from spreading premarure
TeArrsLives.
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DGCA, BCAS, AAT have 4,291 vacant
posts; operations notimpacted: Govt

As many as 4,21 positions are lying vacant at S¥iation regulators DGCA and
BCAS aswell as at state-owned Alrports Authority of India but the shortfall
has not impacted the functioning of these organisations, the government said
on Monday. Many posts were also created inrecent times at the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
and AAL Nearly 50 per cent or 823 sanctioned positions at DGCA are lving
vacant while 441 posts, including 426 technical positions, were created
between 2022 amd 2024, raising the total technical posts at the regulator to
1063, as per the official data. In 2024, 84 operational posts were created
during restructuring of BCAS, Minister of State for Civil Aviation Murdidhar
Mohol told the Rajya Sabha. BS REPORTER
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Air India aircraft skids
off Mumbai runway,
reaches gate safely

An Alr Indla aireraft skidded off the runway
and entered an unpaved area briefly before
ooamirg back tothe strip-af Murmbal SiFpEton
Monday morning amid heavy raln, giving
anxious moments o the flers on-board. All
the passengers and crew disembasked safaly
afterthe alreraft reached the gate. The plane,
Alrindta Azz0meo, has been grounded. Asthe
primary nurwaysufferad minor damages due
tasthe incldent, the Mumbal International Adr-
port Limized (MIAL), which manages and
operates the Mumbal alrport, activated the
serofdary runway. This nomway excursion
Incident comes weeks after the June 12 crash
of Abr Indis flight Alr7.a Boeing 787-8 alrcraft
(WT-ANE), which killed 243 of the 242 people
on-bosrd. Isdustry sounces saiid the alreraft
operating Alzpga on Mondsy suffered s
rumway excursion ambd heavy rin in
Mumbai The plane briefly entered an
unpaved ares but managed o retum 1o the
rumway and proceeded to the gate. “Flight
Alrz44, opesating from Kochi to Mumbal on
21 July 3025, experenced heavy rain during
lamding, resulting ina runway excumion afer
touchdown. The alreraft taxled safely tothe
gate and all passengers and crew members
heve since disembarked. Thealreraft hasbeen
grounded for checks. The safety of passengers
anid crew remains ourtop priority, " sald an Adr
Lndkx spokesperson. S REPORTER
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‘BLACK BOX OF A CRASHED PLANE DECODED FOR FIRST TIME IN INDIA'

AAIB Probe Unbiased: Naidu

Initial Findings Raised

craft’s black box within the country - VTR R LT N T - Qusti
P - Responding to questions in the Ra- m ns

Civil aviation minister ;. Sohna, Naidu assured the mem. Emu mm O o i re G
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p 20 KILLED rt on the Alim  OrEshed ainraft  violations LTasl These reports inebuded i
R Hie Doted (i oot now; Indin  pretstims of cockplt wice m
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Our Bureau FIANGELL I 5 otmiled causal ang- enforcement action tabs o decode dumaged cockplt  errorsor meot, despioe the AA

Mumbai: The Aircraft Accident In-

e PACE 4

lysis, identify contri-
buting factors, and

others under prooess
—
31 of 33 alrerant

woloe recarders (CVRs) and
Hight data recondors. (FIHRs)
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slanalysiz
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maintenance ahadl atrport m o scheduled  Responding o anothor quoes

successful decodingof acrashed air-

Init{al Findings raised More Questions »» 14
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= raised more questions ikan
manswers., While1ke report son
frmed that both ecginn Foel
contrel swiiches were movwed in
e cuiedT position shor iy afies
mieoft, i1 offered no explana
I:I::I for why or hovw ihst neeur
I

HEY BETAILS LEFT OUT
Alsiy, insuMieien izmdine, na
lysis, or human fector assess
mant lef key detalls anolsr in
cluding who moved the wwis
ches, whether |owns infendional,
oeetdental, or dur o A sysiemin
glure, sl experts, adiing itk
Ehereprt's llmited scopo istrig
pering speeulation and cansing
mneeriaindy sroursd one of Indi
m'sworstavistiondlsasiors.
Naddu, tho AAIE, and slestho
Batiensl Trensporiation Safery

thor, Madidu mbemed that “du
ring b List six montha, e ad
vierss trend bus hoen reported (o
rellability Teports of Alr indis
ud il rerafl’
sk bt ol
e show e motors were s
o £oAdr 1t for T et ifad
safely vilstions, he sald, ad
ding esfurcerment dctinn has be
£n faken In respect of oo vicks
bil- - N

BLR VACANCEEL
Separately widressing the s
of veeaneles in the erell oviaton
regulaine, BMaldy sald the Diree-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(THHZAS Is correstly operiting
ai abowt &% of fis sanctiomed
technlesd capacity Howenr, b
explainmd thot chis was bocuwse
Y T [ v boon cres
i nly recemily “This year, we

Lam corecrni B0 meve, with ss
aciimn rxpeeted oo comelode by
nd Octnber,” he sald. "Non
heless, we're mppaiiting tho pre-
orsEand nimng 0S5 of the
VACHTIC|S S001L ™

According loaRajya Rabha S
cument, reviewed by KT, e
en S and 5024, 44l posls wemw
ereaiod in the DOCA, nelocding
43 ipchmicnl prsis

In. 2034, B4 nperational posts we
e eresied in the Bursan of Civil
Amatsen Serurny (BCAS) os
partof & restrueturing. The Akr-
poris Auibortty of Indin (AT
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Two Al Jetsin Trouble;
IndiGo Aircraft Makes

Emergency Landing

Mumbai: Three diffe-

1 rent aircraft incidents

occurred on Monday,

including a Kochi-
bound Air India plane veering of f
therunway while landing in
heawy rainat the Mumbai air-
port, and an IndiCo aircraft from
Coamaking anemergency
|anding at the Indore airport doe
to atechnical snag. in another
incident, a Kolkata-bound Air
India plane aborted takeoff due
to a technical snag at Delhi air-
port. An Al spokesperson said
theflight Al2744, operating from
Kochi to Mumbai, experienced
heavy rrinduring landing. resul-
ting ina rumway excursion after
touchdown. All passengers and
crew are safie.- PT1
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AAIB totally unbiased,
Naidu on Al crash probe

PRESS TRUST COF INDIA
New Delhi, July 21

THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is
“totallyunbiased” andis carry-
ing out a definitive and thor-
ough rule-based probe to find
out what exactlyled to the Air
India plane crash that killed
260 people last month, civil
aviation minister K Rammo-
han Naidu said in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday.

Ten days after the AAIB
came put withits initial probe
intothe fatal crash, Naidu said
the investigation process is
being carried out as per inter-
national norms and assured
the Upper House that the
country has a very robust avia-
tion safety mechanism.

“We want to stand by the
truth. We want to find outwhat
exactly happened and that is
only going to be coming out
once the final report (of AAIB) is
placed. We have to respect the
process of investigation and
once thatprocess hashappened,
then we can talk about what
happened,howithappenedand
then corrective measures (can

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

Civil aviation minister K Rammohan Naidu in the jya- Sabha
on Monday. He said the investigation into the Air India plane
crash was being carried out as per international norms T

be taken),” he said. Amid specu-
lations overthe possible role of
pilotsin theaccident, Naidusaid
the AAIB's preliminary report
talks about only what has hap-
pened based onthe factsin the
cockpitvoicerecorder and flight
data recorder.

"l can say this in the House
andtothe peopleof the country
that the AAIB has a very defini-
tive and thorough rule-based
process. They areverytranspar-
ently looking at the (investiga-
tion)processright nowandthey
aretotally unbiase d,"the minis-

Tue, 22 July 2@25

ter said, while responding to
supplementaries.On June 12,
Air India's Boeing 787-8 air-
craft enroute from Ahmedabad
to London Gatwick crashed
into a building soon after take
off, killing 260 people, includ-
ing 19 people on the ground.
Outofthe 242 peopleonboard,
one passenger survived.

On July 12, the AAIB
releaseditspreliminary report
intothefatalcrash.OnJuly 17,
AAlBsaiditis tooearly todraw
any “definite conclusions” on
what led tothe crash.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/777993 @
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MAKING A SPLASH | 8 water aerodromes likely to start by 2025 end;
proposal sent to Centre; seaplane manufacturers express interest

Seaplane tourism all set to
sail across state by vear-end

Dhairya Gajara
MUMBAI

Reviving its dreams of seaplane
tourism, the state has filed a pro-
posal with the Centre to set up
eight new water aerodromes. The
facilities are likely to be oper
ational by the 2025 end, and will
open new transportation and
tourism avenues,

In this regard, the Maharashtra
Airport Development Company
(MADC) approached the Union
civil aviation ministry and the
Airports Authority of India (AADL
The shortlisted eight locations are
Dhom dam in Satara’s Wai
Gangapur dam in Nashik, Khindsi
dam and Pench in Nagpur, Koradi
dam in Buldhana, Pawna dam in
Pune, and Ganpatipule and
Ratnagiri seafronts.

Multiple seaplane manufac-
turers as well as operators have
also shared their plans with
MADC, intending to be a part of
the project. Simultaneously, the

Maharashtra Tourism
Development Corporation
(MTDC) is also planning to

relaunch its seaplane tourism pro-
ject as it identified six locations
across the state to develop water
aemdromes. In May, the company
also  floated tenders inviting
domestic and international oper-

resen tate BT o

e

WHERE AERODROMES IH\‘rILL COME I.IF

Dhom dam, Khindsidam and F‘awnadam, Pune
Satara's Wai Pench, Nagpur Glnapatlpula
Gangapur dam, Koradi dam, Ratnagiri
MNashik Buldhana seafronts

ALors. already submitted the pro-

In 2004, operations on a
seaplane route were
started between
Mumbai and the Pawna
Lake near Lonavala, but
were short-lived due to
various reasons, With 13
operational asirports scross the
state, these aerodromes are
expected o improve air connec-
tivity to remote locations and also
benefit the states economy
throvgh seaplane tourism.

Asenior MADC official told The
Free Press Journal, “We have

posal to the ministry
and AAL With the
positive approach of
the ministry, we are
expecting to start the
operations by the end of
the year.” Sources claimed
that the Unicn ministry is plan-
ning t© launch seaplanes at 80
locations across the country, strt-
ing from the end of the vear.
Notably Maharmshtra is set to
establish its first dedicated heli-
port at Hadapsar Gliding Centre
in Pune and also plans to develop

358 helipads across the state, with
at least one inevery taluka These
initiatives combined with the sea-
plane routes connecting various
water bodies will facilitate a wide
connectivity network through
small aircraft.

These routes are also expected
o fetch benefits and operative
subsidies from the Centre’s small
aircraft sub-scheme under the
regional connectivity scheme
UDAN. Additonally, the state also
plans o provide more perks like
up to 1% reduction on value added
tax on aviation turbine fuel for 10
vears, free land and 100% share
towards viability gap funding
from the Centre.

De Havilland Aircraft of
Canada, anaircraft manufacturing
company known for its large fleet
deputed for seaplane operations
in Maldives, also performed demo
Rights across India earlier this
vear, These flights were operated
from the eastern coast of the
country to the western coast,
including Maharashtra, through
southern Indin. *We had success-
ful flights acmss the country to
demonstrate the potential of sea-
planes. We are hopeful that the
operations might start by the vear-
end,” said Yopesh Garg, the com-
pany’s regional vice president of
Asia Pacific and Middle East
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Chaos as flight
cancelled

A Delhi-bound Ar India
Express flight was cancel-
led on Sunday due to a
technical snag causing a
chaotic situation at the
Ranchi airport, officials
said. Passengers were seen
arguing with the airline's
staff about rescheduling.
“The AIX 1200 from Ranchi
to Delhi has been cancelled
due to a technical issue.
While checking the aircraft
before takeoff, the techni-
cal snag was detected,”
Airportdirector RR Maurya
said. The flight was sched-
uledto take off at Gpm.
Maurya said some flyers
were accommodated on
other flights, while several
had their tickets cancelled.
A few passengers were
rescheduled for Monday.
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{ AIR INDIA FLIGHT 171 CRASH }

Unbiased: Aviation minister backs AAIB’s probe

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Civil aviation minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu backed
the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau's (AAIB) reportand
probe into the crash of Air India
flight 171, terming the body
“unbiased”, even as several law-
makers questioned him on the
accident and on air safety.

His comments in Parliament
came in the wake of a raft of
reports in western media that
have blamed the commander of
the aircraft for the crash, claim-
ing that he switched off fuel to
the engines. AAIB's preliminary
renort identifies the fuel

Ram Mohan Naidu

switches being in cut-off position
as the reason for the engine fail-
ure, and paraphrases a conver-
sation between the two pilots,
with one asking the other
whether he cut the fuel, and
receiving a negative response.
The report did not say what
could have caused this, but said
there was nothine wrone with

either the engine or the aircraft.

Replying to MP Ashokrao
Chavan in the Rajya Sabha,
Naidu said: * AAIB got into the
investigation right after the acci-
dent happened..they have
started the process according to
international standards..they
have involved all subject matter
experts ... necessary people who
are supposed to be participating
in the investigation. They have
gone through the first set of
investigation processes and have
given us out of the preliminary
report.”

To be sure, AAIB responded to
western media reports by clari-
fying that its preliminary report
was onlv about the “what” and

not the “why” or “how".
Talking about the report and
decoding of the black box of the
B787 that crashed on June 12,
Naidu said, * Whenever these
accidents happen and the black
box gets damaged.. It was
always sent to the original equip-
ment manufacturer and for
decoding.” This time, he added,
the black box was decoded in the
county for the first time and “we
have done it successfully”.
Referring to western media
reports, Naidu said: "..We want
to stand by the truth and not
what is happening with the
pilots, Boeing, Air India or any
other stakeholder. We want to
find out what exactlv hannened ™
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DGCA to hire 190 personnel, Govt tells Parl

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The government
will recruit 190 personnel in the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) by the end of Octo-
ber this year, Union minister
Ram Mohan Naidu told Parlia-
ment on Monday.

The civil aviation minister
was responding to a question
from BJP lawmaker Ashok Cha-
van in the Rajya Sabha on the
steps being taken by the govern-
ment toaddress the shortage of
staff in the country’s aviation
regulator in order to ensure pas-
senger safety.

This comes a day after HT
reported that DGCA was operat-
ine with iust 553 officials while

NAIDU'S REMARK
COMES A DAY
AFTER HT
REPORTED THAT
DGCA HAS 48% OF
ITS TECHNICAL
POSTS VACANT

overseeing operations in one of
the world's fastest-growing avia-
tion markets. According to offi-
cial documents, seen by HT,
DGCA has 48% of its 1,063 tech-
nical posts vacant, Of these, 400
posts were sanctioned and
added in 2022 but remain to be
filled.

“We need to understand that
creation of nosts and recruit-

ment of posts is a continuous
process. We from the ministry
are in continuous process dis-
cussions,” Naidu said in his
response. “We recruited for 103
posts which was the highest
number of posts in the history of
the DGCA. This year, we plan to
recruit 190. By the end of Octo-
ber, we are going to recruit for
190 posts for the DGCA."

The Union minister termed
the recruitment process as
tough, citing the role of the regu-
lator in ensuring safety of pas-
sengers. “These are very niche
and technical posts. We do not
have a huge pool... It is a very
tough process of picking up the
right people because they are
going to be the regulators and
take care of the safetv.” he said.

The recruitment process is
“very rigorous”, he said, adding;
“We are putting more pressure
so that the timelines for the
recruitment also come down.
We are in the process of achiev-
ing 90% of the vacancies to be
recruited.”

The development comes at a
time of close scrutiny of Indian
aviation safety following the
crash of Air India flight 171 that
killed 260 people in June. HT
reported that the staffing crisis
affects DGCA’s core functions at
atime when India is attempting
to improve its International Civil
Aviation Organization safety
rankings. Despite being the third
largest domestic market by vol-
ume, India ranks 48, albeit an
improvement from 102 in 2018,
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Air India jet veers
off runway amid

rainfall

; erounded

Neha LM Tripathi
nehatripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India flight
from Kochi veered off the main
runway while landing in heavy
rain at Mumbai's Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International Air-
port (CSMIA) on Monday morn-
ing. While no passengers or crew
were injured, the incident led to
grounding of the aircraft.

Astatement from CSMIA read,
“An incoming aircraft from Kochi
experienced a runway excursion
at.Mumbai at 09.27 hours on 21
July 2025... All passengers and
crew are safe.”

The airport also stated, “ There
areminor damages reported to the
airport’s primary runway - 09/27.
In order to ensure continuity of
operations, the Secondary Run-
way 14/32 - has been activated..

Theincident took place on run-
way 27 causing disruption in flight
operations, airport officials said.

According to officials, three
tyres of the aircraft burst, and the
engine was also damaged during
the incident.

“The engine sucked up a lot of
mud and grass after getting into
the mud,” one of the officials said.
“Runway 27 was unavailable for
two and a half hours as runway
signages and edge lights were
damaged due to the incident,” the
official said. “ A lot of engine cowl-
ing ( protective outer covering of
an aircraft's engine that reduces
drag and shields the engine com-
ponents) was found near the run-
way,” he added.

The Air India spokesperson
said that the aircraft was grounded
post the incident. “Flight AT12744,
operating from Kochi to Mumbai
on 21 July 2025, experienced heavy
rain during landing, resultingina
runway excursion after touch-
down. Theaircraft taxied safely to
the gate and all passengers and
crew members have since diserm-
barked. The aircraft has been
grounded for checks...,” the airline
spokesperson said.

“Aircraft had veered 16 to 17m
off the runway after landing near

|

touchdown zone and then came
back safely and taxied normally to
the parking stand,” an airport offi-
cial requesting anonymity said.
“The A320 aircraft veered off to
the right of the runway 27, on N1
taxiway,” he added.

A second official in the know of
the matter said, “The pilotin com-
mand who was also the pilot fly-
ing, is a veteran from Indian Air-
lines and has been an A320 exam-
iner. Heis nearing his retirement.”
“The DGCA officials who reached
the spot minutes after the incident
took place, are investigating the
cause of the incident,” he added.

A third official said that the run-
way, due to torrential rains in
Mumbai, was later reported to be
contaminated. To be sure, a run-
way is said to be contaminated
when water is seen or reported.

“This is reported to the air traf-
fic control (ATC) by the airport
ground staff which then reports
about it to the pilots. However, in
this case, runway contamination
was reported only after the aircraft
veered off,” he said.“When landing
in heavy rain, visibility is reduced,
which makes manual landings
challenging. Poor weather condi-
tions can affect the flare and
touchdown, and the aircraft might
land with a slight drift (a situation

s

The damaged engine cowling and wing of the A320 aircraft that
skidded off the runway in Mumbai on Monday.

when an aircraft moves slightly
sideways instead of straight while
landing, usually due to crosswinds
orwet runway conditions). There
isalsoa risk of aquaplaning, where
the aircraft rides on a thin layer of
water, reducing wheel traction.
The aquaplaning speed is a func-
tion of tyre pressure of the wheels.
After touchdown, deceleration
devices such as thrust reversers,
spoilers, and wheel brakes are
used toslow theaircraft. However,
if the wheels lock up or aquaplan-
ing occurs, the aircraft continues
toslide on the water film, reducing
braking effectiveness,” said Capt.
Sharath Panicker, a former
Dreamliner pilot..

“Unchecked Rubber residue
on the runway along with water
logging is the worst state to land
as skidding is highly likely with
the poorest braking action. The
crew were extremely lucky.
Mumbai has the highest number
of runway excursions for any
airport in india. Air India needs
to set in place an urgent NOTAM
advising crew on monsoon spe-
cial operations, 2025 monsoons
along the west coast have been
the worst with high winds,” said
Mark Martin, CEO of Martin
Consulting, an aviation advisory
and risk firm.
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Questions that arise in
the wake of AAIB report

theatre of the absurd has followed

the release — in the early hours of

July 12 — of preliminary findings of

the Air Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) in the Air India crash last
month.

The AAIB preliminary report clearly indi-
cated that the crash was caused by dual
engine failure triggered by a loss of fuel sup-
ply soon after take-off. What it left unan-
swered is what led to the fuel cut-off.

Two possible theories emerged as the
report was dissected. One group’s view was
that some equipment failure led to the cut-
off while the other favoured the view that the
cut-off was triggered by deliberate manual
action since the switches can't move through
inadvertent human action.

A few, selective leaks to the international
media helped the "crash as a result of a delib-
erate action by the captain” view gain trac-
tion. A tsunami of explanations by
the group pushing this view has
swept YouTube, WhatsApp, social
media platforms and all corners of
the internet. Reportage by many
international publications and plat-
forms has propped up this narra-
tive, seeking to convince the public
that this is the only possible expla-
nation, notwithstanding the
absence of adequate evidence to
draw such a conclusion with cer-
tainty. This theory has effectively ruled out
any kind of equipment failure.

The commonality among those in this
cohort is the ability to hold attention based
on sharp articulation, albeit with specious
data and evidence. Speculations flew ad nau-
seam to cement the belief — with a tone of
desperation creeping in — that no explana-
tion barring deliberate pilot action was pos-
sible. Surprisingly, a former Indian captain
wenton record to say that he was absolutely
certain that this was a case of pilot suicide.

Not everyone agrees with this narrative,
and this has led to the formation of a new,
equally aggressive group defending the pilot.
This primarily comprises Indian command-
ers, crew, pilot associations, and aviation
industry professionals —many of whom are
willing to bet their careers that this was not

Bha

Are we not entitled to know exactly who all
were involved in the investigation, witha
detailed annexure on their eredentials? pm

Anjuli

pilot suicide, but was some kind of equip-
ment failure (due to a design fault, a design
or software-led malfunction, poor mainte-
nance leading to malfunction or electrical
failure). This group has also argued that sab-
otage leading to the twin-engine failure
couldn’t be ruled out, pointing to the govern-
ment forming a high-level committee under
the home secretary right after the crash as
evidence, They also questioned why airlines
such as Emirates and Singapore Airlines are
conducting checks on the switches when
there is no apparent need as per the AAIB.
Voluble aggression has crept into such
defence. A few Boeing commanders in India
also claim to have lost confidence in the air-
craft they have believed in and piloted for
decades.

Amid all this, officials of AAIB and all gov-
ernment officials who can be held accounta-
ble, Air India and Tata management, Boeing
and GE company representatives,
have all stayed quiet (except for a
brief comment by the US National
Transportation Safety Board chief
that reports blaming the pilot are
premature). Bloomberg recently
reported, “The AAIB didn’t immedi-
ately respond to requests for com-
mentsent outside normal business
hours. The US National Transporta-
tion Safety Board (NTSB), which is
assisting on the investigation,
referred questions to the Indian authorities.
Boeing also referred questions to the AAIB.
Air India and GE Aerospace, which manufac-
tured the engines, declined to comment.”
This effectively covers all those directly
vested in the accident and amounts to pass-
ing the buck, allowing the fog created over
the entire incident to thicken.

To this last group, some questions need to
be posed — after all, 260 lives have been lost.
Here are some fundamental, non-technical
questions that the public and families of vic-
tims may be interested in and deserve
answers to.

Was the report release timed to suit
reportage in the US (since past midnight is
not the ideal time for Indian media), home to
Boeing and GE Aerospace? Why not hold a
press briefing to clarify matters and answer
questions for enhanced transparency? Why
was such a loosely-worded report that fosters
speculation and creates more doubt in every-
one’s minds released? Are we not entitled to
know exactly who all were involved in the
investigation, with a detailed annexure on
their credentials and why they have been
selected for this job? Why is the report
unsigned? Why aren't there a few B787 cap-
tains or some experienced Boeing command-
ers in the investigating team? And, if there
are, why are their names not known to the
public? Why not release the Cockpit Voice
Recorder transcript and the Flight Data
Recorder data? If the data is controlled by
privacy laws, the breach and the leaks to the
press should be investigated by the AAIB
since it is the custodian of the data.

Air India CEO Campbell Wilson has
reportedly told employees in a memo that the
report identified no cause and didn't make
any recommendations. The question that
arises then is: What purpose has it served
exactly, and for whom?

rgava

Anjuli Bhargava writes about governance, infra-
structure and the social sector. The views
expressed are personal
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DELHI-KOLKATA Al
FLIGHT ABORTS
TAKE-OFF OVER
TECHNICAL ISSUE

Jasjeev Gandhiok

jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India flight
scheduled to depart for Kolkata
had to abort take-off after detect-
ing a technical snag at Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) Air-
port in Delhi on Monday even-
ing, officials said. The flight,
which was on the runway, had to
return for taxiing, with both pas-
sengers and the crew safely dis-
embarking.

“Flight AI2403 operating from
Delhi to Kolkata on July 21 has
been rescheduled to depart later
this evening, necessitated by a
technical issue detected during
the take-off roll,” said an Air
India spokesperson. An airport
official said there were 160 pas-
sengers on-board. "It was an Air-
bus 321, scheduled to depart at
7.30 pm which developed a tech-
nical problem,” the official said.
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Reform cannot wait, aviation safety is at stake

he Aircraft Accident Investigation

Bureau’s preliminary report on the Air

India Boeing 787 air crash in

Ahmedabad, on June 12, 2025, was
released last week, on July 12. The report remains
inconclusive, with critical uncertainties on
whether pilot action was inadvertent or
deliberate. I would argue that the lack of faith
among pilots and those who track aviation like
myself about the robustness of the investigation
and its findings, — whether correct or not —
emanate from a deep lack of trust in the entire
aviation system in India that often penalises its
personnel, excessively, rather than holding
airlines and regulators to equal scrutiny.

I would like to use this opportunity to, once
again, call for a complete reform in the aviation
sector. A genuine ‘culture of safety’” must
permeate every layer of the aviation system. This
includes fair employment terms and, crucially,
access to mental health care without punitive
consequences resulting in the automatic
grounding of and loss of income for air crew at a
time when the current system, ironically,
jeopardises their psychological well-being.

The complex web of aviation safety is highly
technical, but years of study with aviation
professionals have helped me understand its
intricate technicalities. The aviation system
broadly involves multiple elements: the aircraft
itself (design, airworthiness, and maintenance)
and the people who operate it (maintenance
engineers, technicians, pilots and cabin crew).
These are, broadly, the responsibility of the
airline operator, while airport infrastructure, air
traffic control systems and its personnel are the
responsibility of the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) and/or the aerodrome operator. The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
regulatory control over airlines, the AAI and the
airport operators. The Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) has supervisory control over the DGCA
and the AAI. Aviation accidents never result from
a single failure but stem from multiple failures
that align together, as in the Swiss cheese model.
Each safety layer has flaws (holes); when these
holes align across layers, an accident occurs.

The fight for safety through courts

I have filed over 15 Public Interest Litigations (PIL)
in the various High Courts and the Supreme
Court of India after studying the links between
aviation technicalities, regulations and data. I
approached the judiciary because aviation
authorities in charge of safety, became the
violators. No one is held accountable for air
crashes or the lives lost, in turn emboldening
violations despite knowing that existing/known
safety breaches can cause deaths.

Court interventions have saved lives, as seen in
the case of the crash in 2018 at Ghatkopar,
Mumbai, when a small plane fell into a building
site. In 2016, the Bombay High Court had issued a
stay that halted construction near Mumbai
airport. Had it not been issued, a 13-storey
building would have stood in its place at the site..

Mumbai’s airspace is among the most
hazardous globally — there are over 5,000 vertical
obstructions within a four-kilometre radius and in
violation of the Inner Horizontal Surface (IHS)
criteria. Despite a pending PIL, obstacles in the
no-obstacle approach and take-off funnel rose
from 125 in 2010 to over 1,000 in 2025,
highlighting regulatory opacity and potential

Yeshwanth
Shenoy

is the President,

Kerala High Court
Advocates
Association, and has
been fighting for

aviation safety for
over a decade

The air crash in
Ahmedabad is a
moment for
action — a
genuine ‘culture
of safety’ must
flow to every
layer of India’s
aviation system

misrepresentation by the DGCA, the AAI, airport
operators, and the MoCA before the Bombay
High Court. Had the High Court been informed
about this accurately, the spread of these
obstacles could have been stopped.

Regulatory loopholes that pose a threat

Until 2008, airspace around airports was strictly
regulated. The Aircraft Act and Statutory Order
988 of 1988 enabled the strict control of
construction of buildings around airports. In
2008, a non-statutory committee was formed,
effectively bypassing the legal safeguards that
once ensured obstacle-free zones. It approved 25
buildings in prime locations in Mumbai using an
aeronautical study conducted by the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),
which ought not to have been a part of a move to
recommend construction which was illegal and of
extra height. By the time ICAO distanced itself
from the misuse of aeronautical studies, the AAI
had begun conducting its own assessments which
were less stringent,

The appellate committee granted permission
for extra height recklessly. Around the year 2015,
these obstacles, in addition to being physical
barriers to safe flight movements, began
interfering with radar and communication
signals. The appellate committee also came out
with guidelines and capped the maximum height
at 90 metres in the Inner Horizontal Surface (IHS)
and recorded that “any further deterioration in
obstacle profile in and around airport is likely to
aggravate the situation”. Despite this, the
appellate committee allowed obstacles to come
up with impunity jeopardising safe flight
operations. Ironically, the appellate committee
that had permitted the safety violations was given
statutory recognition through the 2015 Rules —
despite these rules not allowing height relaxation.

The panel comprised officials entrusted with
aviation safety and included a Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Civil Aviation, a Joint Director
General in the DGCA, and a Member (Air
Navigation Services) in the AAIL Thus, any
complaint about obstacles is essentially judged by
the very entities that sanctioned them.

Under pressure after a PIL on obstacles, the
MoCA amended the 2015 Rules to limit the no
objection certificate (NOC) validity to 12 years —
an admission of the issue but an evasion of
responsibility. How does the MoCA justify
approving 100-floor buildings when it knows that
45 floors would become illegal in 12 years? This
raises critical questions. What are the
mechanisms that exist to demolish floors that
become illegal after the expiry of the NOC?

What began in Mumbai has now spread across
India. Even greenfield airport projects such as
Navi Mumbai (Maharashtra) and Noida (Uttar
Pradesh) have obstacles sprouting around them.
Navi Mumbai Airport will start operations with a
“displaced threshold” — which means aircraft will
be unable to use the full runway because of the
obstacles and increasing risks to air safety,
thereby turning the airport into a monument of
corruption and indifference by aviation
authorities.

There is widespread systemic breakdown.
First, aircraft design and airworthiness. The
DGCA’s limited internal technical capability forces
it to be over reliant on foreign regulators such as
the Federal Aviation Administration (U.S.) and the
European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA),

as seen during the engine failure issue (Pratt
&Whitney) that IndiGo experienced in 2017-18.

Second, aircraft maintenance standards.
Aircraft Maintenance Engineers (AMEs) work
under severe stress without duty time limits. The
DGCA has allowed airlines to delegate AME tasks
to less-qualified, lower-paid “technicians” — a
cost-cutting move that undermines safety.
Duty-time limitations recommended for AMEs by
the court of inquiry following the crash in
Mangaluru (May 2010) remain unimplemented.

Third, the flight crew. Airlines violate Flight
Time Duty Limitations for pilots, and the DGCA
grants exemptions which allow pilots who are
fatigued to operate. The DGCA’s unique NOC
requirement restricts pilot mobility across
airlines, increasing stress and enabling airlines to
coerce pilots into breaching regulations. Cabin
crew, whose primary role is passenger safety, are
often dismissed as mere hospitality workers,
which is a dangerously reductive view.

Fourth, airline operations. Airlines prioritise
the goal of profit, adopting policies that
consistently undermine safety. Despite the DGCA
suspending personnel for safety violations, airline
officials often retain high positions, controlling
operations. DGCA-appointed officers in airlines,
who are expected to enforce compliance, often
have no real authority, making accountability
toothless.

Fifth, air traffic management. The AAI faces a
severe shortage of Air Traffic Controller Officers
(ATCO) — an issue that has been flagged even by
parliamentary committees. The provision to give
licences to ATCO has not yet been implemented.
Duty-time limitations for ATCOs — recommended
by the Mangalore Court of Inquiry — remain
unimplemented.

Sixth, silencing whistle-blowers.
Whistle-blowers are often demoted, transferred,
or terminated — a trend that has discouraged the
reporting of critical safety issues in the AAI and
airlines.

When aerodromes operate in violation of
safety standards, any other shortcomings in any
of the other components become potentially fatal
- as seen in Ghatkopar (2018), Kozhikode (2020),
and now Ahmedabad (2025). Non-compliance in
aviation stems from a lack of safety culture, not
ignorance. Crashes are not mere “accidents” —
they are the inevitable result of years of systemic
neglect and policy violations. Without immediate
systemic improvements, the next disaster will not
wait for five years, but is just around the corner.

The role of the judiciary is important

The judiciary, which has always been the silver
lining in India’s constitutional set-up, has been
inactive on aviation issues, relying on the state’s
technical expertise on the subject. It must
address the deterioration in the aviation sector
and hold authorities accountable. Additionally,
the judiciary’s conservative approach to valuing
human life needs to change.

In India, human life is undervalued, for
example, as seen in railway accidents and motor
vehicle deaths — a few lakhs of rupees. When this
is the worth of a human life, safety upgrades that
cost crores of rupees become easier for
stakeholders to ignore. Immediate and
comprehensive reform is needed. The aviation
system requires accountability, oversight and a

safety-over-profit commitment.
Reform cannot wait. Lives are at stake.
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Alflight
rescheduled
after snag

New Delfi: An Adr India
flight from Delhi bound
for Kolkata on Monday
evening was rescheduled
e o atechnical issue de-
tected by the cockpatcrew,
the airline said. “Flight
AL2403 operating [rom
Delhi o Kolkataonuly 21
has been rescheduled to
depart later this evening
The rescheduling was ne
cesstated by aechncalis
sue detected during the
Lake-oll roll,” an Air India
spofies person said. ENS
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Naidu: AAIB carrying
out Al 171 probe as per
global norms, unbiased

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KEW DELHI, JULY 21

THE AIRCEAFT Accident
Investipation Bureau | AAB )i “To-
tally unbiased ™ andis camyingout
adefinitive, thomough and global
rube-based probe into the Air
I ia plane crash imAhmedabad,
Cvil  Awiation Minister K
Rammohan Maidu said Monday,

"W want to stand withinuth,
not arything else., wewant o
firsel ourt what exactly happened
in the Air India plane crash and
that will come outenly after AAR
final probe repart,” Naidu told
Rapya Sabha after he faced ques-
tions from both the O pposition
and Treasury membersaboutthe
catises of the crash

Masdu sard that for the first

time, the country, equipped with
its o lab for analysing fight-
dita and cockpit voice recorder
data, did not have o send the
back boves outside for being de-
ooded “AAB s conducting the n-
vestigation s per intemational
rorms, They are totally unbised
and looking at Bt alone,” he sad
Sepamately in awrittenreply
o a guestion, Mos for Givil
Aviation MurEdhar Mohol said
nine show cause potices have
been issved toAdr Indiaover the
past six months inconnection
wiith five identified safety wiola
tons, Enfoecement action has
been compl ded inone case, he
said, As for the aircralt that
mrashed in Ahmedabad, Mohal
waid that *noadverse trend” was
reported in Al rindia's reliability
reports pertaining o the plane,
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DESPITE OBVIOUS BENEFITS FOR AIR CRASH PROBES

The third black box:
Debate on cockpit cameras
has dragged on for decades

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

WHAT HAPPENED inside the
cockpit of the doomed Air India
fMlight Al 171 has become amatter
of significant speculationglobally,
withvarious theories doing the
rounds. Even at this early stagein
the investigation, which could
take months to conclude, many
haveinsinuated pilotaction —in-
advertentoreven deliberate —as
the probable cause Then there are
thosewhoappear convinced that
it couldn't have been the pilots,
and believe that something was
wrong with the aircraft. Amid all
the speculation and theories, an
old debate has relighted: should
aircraft have a third black box — a
cockpit video recorder — in addi-
tionto the cockpit voice and flight
data recorders?

Recently, global airline indus-
try body International Air
Transport Association's (IATA)
Director GeneralWillie Walsh said
inSingapore that thereisa “strong
argument to bemade” for having
cockpit videorecorders, and based
on whatlittleis knownabout the
Air India crash, “itis quite possi-
ble" thatavideorecording inadcdi-
tiontothe codkpit voice recording
would “significantly assist thein-
vestigators”, While investigators
have been pushing fortheirinstal-
lation for over 20 years, cockpit
video recorders have been
staunchly opposed by pilot unions
over privacy and trust ssues.

The preliminary investigation
reportinto the crash, released a
monthafterthe accident, said that
the Air India Boeing 787-8 aircraft
crashed after both its engines
were starved of fuel as thetwo fuel
control switches transitioned
from ‘RUN' to ‘CUTOFRF" position
withinasecond ofeach other mo-
ments after lift-off.

The selective information pre-
sented in the report has many be-
lievingthatitimplicitly pointed a
finger at one of the pilots.

The current debate essen-
tiallyboils downtoone question:
was it pilot action or a technical
issue that brought the aircraft
down? While the cockpit voice
recording and flight data might
lead to more clarity, itis a no-
brainer that the presence of a
cockpit video recording would
have definitively confirmed or
ruled out human action.

Why investigators want
cameras in cockpits
Convinced of the positive im-

$TheIndianEXPRESS

Wreckage of the Air India plane that crashed on June 12in

Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Express file

pact codkpit video could have on
air arashinvestigations incases of
suspected crew errororaction, the
LS Mational Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) first cited the need
for video recording of the cockpit
in 1989, and officially recom-
mended the installation of video
recorderto the US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) — the
Amerncan aviation regulator —in
2000.Ina safety recommendation
to the FAA in April 2000, NTSB's
then chairman Jim Hall made a
strong case for cockpit video
recorders citing multiple aircraft
accidents where videos would
have answered important ques-
tions that remained unanswered.

The thenmost recent accident
mentioned in that letter was that
of EgyptAir Flight 990, a Boeing
767 that plunged intothe Atlantic
Ocean killing 217 passengersand
crew. “..the Safety Board s con-
cerned that the full arcumstances
that led to the descent into the
ocean may never be fully under-
stood because of the lack of elec-
tronic cockpitimagery,” the letter
noted. Indeed, the crash remains
controversial to this day with the
Ezyptianauthorities not agreeing
with the NTSB's conclusion that
deliberate action by one of the pi-
lots caused the crash. A video
recording could have helped re-
solve the disagreement by provid-
ing additional clarity.

Although flight data recorders
show what the aircraft did, they
don'talways uncoverwhyitdidit.
Codkpit voice recorders certainly
capture what was said inthe cock-
pit and also record other sounds,
but they don't tell investigators
how pilots physically reacted toa
situation, or record their actions,
which could be cruaial informa-
tion in air crash investigations.
Backin 2004, Ken Smart, the then
head of the UK's Air Accident
Investigation Branch, had said that
cockpit video would offer essen-
tial additional information in al-
most allaircraft accident probes.

Investigators have beenargu-
ing that cockpitvideocould expe-

Tue, 22 juiy 2025

dite investigations, bring more
clarity,and provide important
context to existing data from the
flight datarecorder and the cock-
pit voice recorder. Over two
decades ago, technology and cost-
related challenges could have
beenan argument againstinstal-
lation of cockpit video recorders,
In 2025, that's no more the case.
There are no technology-related
challenges now ininstallation and
operation of these devices.

Infact, codkpit video recorders
are beingused on various aircraft
— like helicopters involved in off-
shore operations, police choppers,
searchand rescue airaraft, and test
and training airaraft —indifferent
parts of the world. But airliners
don'thave them.

Opposition from pilots
and their unions
Despite airaccident investiga-
tion agencies pushing for cockpit
video recordersin comimercial air-
craft, the needle hasn't really
moved in the last 25 years. That's
because influential pilot unions in
the US and evenother parts of the
world have been strongly push-
ing back against the idea. The
biggest reason for opposition be-
ing privacy concerns. But given
that CCTV cameras are now com-
monplace in offices, why should
the cockpit be treated differently
as it is, after all, the pilots" work
space? Pilots argue that the cock-
pitis notaregularoffice space, but
a specialised one where high-
pressuredecisions and safety-crit-
ical operations take place, which
may include occasional expres-
sion of frustrations and even fear.
Having a camera capture all
thatis something that they are not
comfortable with, But those in
favour of the cameras argue that
the device need not be focussed
on the faces of the pilots, but
rather on the instruments in the
cockpit to capture them accu-
rately, while alsocapturing the pi-
lots' operation of the instruments.
FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77 %
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Minister says aircratt
crash probe ‘unbiased’

RAJESH RUMAR THAKUR & Mew el

IM the Rajva Sabha on Monda,
Union Clvil Aviation Minister
K. Rammohan Naidu defended
the Alreraft Accident Investl
gation Bureau (AATH), which is
probing the erash of AL 1TL
stating that 1t 5 "totally unbl-
ased"” and conducting & defini-
tive, thorough, and rule-based
Investigation to aseertaln Lhe
exact canse of the accident.

Amid ongoing speculation
ot the pobential role of the
pilots in the sccident, Maidu
clarified that the AAIRYS pme
liminary report outlines only
what s currently known, based
on the cockpit volee recomder
and Might data recorder “1 can
say this in the House that the
AMAIB has a very definitive and
thorongh rule-based process.
They are very transparently
lnoKing ot the (investigation)
process right now, snd they are
totally unbiased.”

Responding to supplementa-

ry gquestlong during Question
Hour on the first day of the
House In the monsoon session
ol parllament, the minister
sald, “We want to stand by the
truth, We wani to fAnd out what
exactly happened, nnd that is
only goingto come out once the
Mmal report (of AATHR) 13 tabled
We have to respect the process
of investigation, mmd once that
happens, then we cantalk o bwvint
what happened, how il hap-
poned, and then corrective
mapsres can be taken”

The AAIR recently released
Its interim report on the crash
imvolving an Air India Boeing
T87-8 alreraft en route from
Ahmednbad to London Gatwick
on June 12, claiming the lives
of 260 individuals, including 19
peaple on the ground

Naidu said media, in Indis
and the West, were presenting
diverse viewpolnts and narra
tives “1 want to tell you that
the way weare seeing the probe
is through facts,” he said
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THREE AIRCRAFT INCIDENTS ON MONDAY

W Dol Wil [
ditferent alrcraft incidents
oocumed on Monday, Including a
Kochi-bound Alr India plane
veering off the nanway whike
landing in heavy rain at the
Mumbal alrport, and an Indilo
plane from Goa making an
emergency landing at the indore
airport due to a technical snap.
These was also the Incident of &
Kilkata-bownd Adr indla plame
abarting takeoff due to a technical
smag at the Delhi alrport

An Alr Indla spokesperson sald the
flight AL2744, operating from
Kochi to Mumbal, experienced
eavy rain during landing,
resufting im a runway excursion.
“The aircraft taxied safsty to the
gate and all passengers and crew

members have since
disembarked,” they added. All
passengers and crew am safe,
Foliowing the imcident, operations
of ene of the mumways at the
Mumbai alrport was temporanly
suspended (m the mamikg.
“Thefe are minor damages
meported to the aslport's primary
mumway. I orer bo ensure
continuity of operations, the
Secondary Rumway has been
activated,” Mumbal alrport sald in
a statement.
In another incident, an IndiGa
plane coming fraom Goa with 140
passengers on board made &n
emergency landing 8t the indore
alrport following = technical snag
retated to s (Bnding gear.
Coatinued on % P4

Three alrcra,ft incidents on Monday

Continued from ¥ F1

IndiGo spnlﬂ_sp-:mn smtrui
that flight 6E &13 apcrmn%
from Goa Internation
Airpart {Dabalim) 1o Indore
reported a technical snag just
before landing. “The aircraft
landed safely in Indore. It
will undergo necessary checls,
g5 per mandatory procedures,

before n::umms upn:ra'rlc-ns
the spokesperson said in a
staternent.

Meanwhile, at the Delhi
girport, a Kolkata-bound Air
India plane aborted takeoff
due to a technical snag.

'Flight AI2403 operating
from Delhi to Kolkata on 21
July 2025 has been resched-

uled to depart later this
evening, necessitated by a
technical issue detected dur-
ing the take-off roll. The cock-
pit crew decided to discontin-
ue the take-off. following
Standard Operating
Procedures,” an airline
spokesperson said in a state-
ment. Replying to queries in

the Rajya Sabha on Monday,
Civil Aviation Minister h
Rammohan Naidu said there
are around 3,500 flight depar-
tures and about 5 lakh passen-
gers are trav elling by air daily.

Wie want things to be hrought
down to zero in terms of (avi-
ation) incidents. That is the
target we have”.
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Aviation minister urges caution
on Air India 171 crash repurt

RAJESH KUMAR
W Nivw Dalhi

mid speculation around
A-Ehﬂ Air India crash in

Ahmedabad last month,
Union Civil Aviation Mingster K
Rammohan Maidu on Monday
emphasised the importance of
truth and nrged the public and
media to wait for the offical
findings of the investigation.
Slamming western media for
pushing its own narrative and
addressing the ongoing specu-
lation around the crash, Maidu
sald in Parliament an Monday %,
thiat the Government ks commit-
ted to the truth and not interest-
ed in anything else. He added
that the exact cause of the crash
will be kmown anly after the
Afrcraft Accident Investigation
Bureau [AAIB) completes its
final report as the preliminary
repart cannot answer all ques-
tions, He said the AAIB is
“totally unbizsed” and is carry-
ing out a definitive and rule-
based probe, adding the exnct
reasons will be out in the final
investigation report.

The minister was speaking in
Rajya Sabha after a serics of
questions were raised on the
ongoing AAIB-led investiga-
tion into the June 12 Air India
plane accident.

Contineed on % P4

Linicn Minisier K Rammohan Maidu spaaks in the RAajya Sabha during the
first day of the Monsoon session of Perfiament. in Mew Delhi, Monday  Fh

Aviation minister urges caution on Air...

Continmed from Pl “\e want
to stand with truth, not any-
thing else..._.. We want to
find ouw what exactly hap-

ned and that is onby going to
coming out once the final

report (of AAIB) is placed. We

have to respect the process of

investigation and once thot
process has happenad. then we
can talk about what happened,
how it happened and then cor-
rective measures (can be
taken);” Maidu said in the Rajyva
Sabha, addressing concerns
ghout external pressures and
misinformation surrounding
the ongoing probe.  Amid
speculations over the possible
role of pilots in the accident,
Maidu said the AAIB's prelim-
inary report talks about only
what has happened based on
the facts in the cockpit voice
recorder and flight data
recorder. 71 can say this in the
House and to the people of the
country that the AAIB has a

very definitive and thorough
rule-based process. They are
very transparently looking at
the (investigation) process right
now and they are totally unbi
ased, T the minister said, while

onding to supplementaries.
mﬁ‘lw::'aidun}:ajd I;i'ﬂzlI there have
been multiple reports not only
in India but also in the Western
media, trying to air their own
viewpoints and narratives but
#l want to tell you that the way
wWe are :u:q:m.‘-l.g| the investigation
is through the facts. We wanl
to stand by the truth and not
what is happening with the
pilots, Boeing, Air India ar any
other stakeholder?.

The civil aviation minister
tlso emphasised that definitive
answers and future corrective
measures can only be made
after the AAIB final report
is ready.

On July 12, the AAIR
released its preliminary report
into the fatal crash. On July 17,

A AT sabd it is too eardy to drow
any *definite conclusions? on
what led to the Air India plane
crash, us the probe is still on
and that the final report will
come out with the root canses,
while it wrged everyone to
refrain from spreading prema-
ture narratives.

Maoting that the AATB has
been successtul in decoding the

data from the black boxes of

the crashed plane, Naidu said
this is for the first time that
India decided to decode the
black boxes within the country
and *we have done it success-
fully?.

Importantly, several MPs on
Monday asked pointed goes-
tions on Air India mishap

including ?1s there a sabotage
angle to the Air India's Boeing

787-8 'Dreamliner’ air crash?
Won't Boeing do some ?mis-
chievous thing? with black box
data, if it is sent abroad? Will
o Joint Parliamentary

Committee be set up o probe
regulatory failures and safe
safety standards in the civl avi-
ation sector? What are the
exact contents of the black
box? How safe is air travel in
India? How will the govern-
mieni maintsin transparency in
the probe? Will the repart an
lzpses be made public? Is it true
that nearly 53% posts in DGCA
and other civil aviation related
bodies are vacant despite the
rapid growth of the civil avia-
tion sector in India?

There are among at least 41
sets of guestions that will be
raised during Question Hour
by around 50 MPs in Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha in the
first week of Monsoon Session
of Parliament. At least 34 sets
of guestions - 23 in Lok Sabha

11 in Rajya Sabha - specif-
1..3].|'|. mention the Air India
crash while there are at least
seven queries about the safety
regime in the civil sviation
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Nine show cause notices issued to Air India over safety violations: Government

PFIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Mew Dl

todal of nine show cause
Anat'b.:ﬂ were issued to
Air India in connection
with five identified safety viola-
tions in the lasi six months and
enforcement action has been
completed with respect to one
violation, the civil aviation min-
istry informed the Rajya Sabha
on Monday.
Last month. Air India's
Boeing 787-8 aircraft enroute to
London Gatwick from

Ahmedabad crashed soon after
take off, killing 260 people.

Following the fatal accident,
the Directorate General of Civil
Awiation { DGCA) ordered addi-
tional checks of the airdine’s
Boeing 787-8/% aircraft.

Az many as 81 people were
injured in the accident.

“Out of total 33 aircraft, 31
operational aircraft have been
inspected wherein minor find-
ings were observed in 8 aircraft.
These aircraft have been
released for operation post rec-
tification. The remaining 2 air-

craft are under scheduled main-
tenamee, Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Maidu said in a
written reply.

He was responding to a ques-
tion from BJP member
Ashokrao Shankarrao Chavan.

Meanwhile, in a separate
written reply, Minister of State
for Civil Awiation Murlidhar
Mohaol said that during the last
six months, no adverse trend
was reported in reliability
reports of Air India in respect
of crashed aircraft.

However, he said that during

Last month, Air
India's Boeing 787-8
aircraft enroute to
London Gatwick from
Ahmedabad crashed
soon after take off,
killing 260 people

the last six months, a total of
nime show cause notices have
been issued to Air India in con-
nection with five identified
safety violations.

“Enforcement action has
been completed in respect of
one violation,” Mohol said in
response to queries from
CPI{M) member John Brittas.

Specific details were not
disclosed.

Mohol, in another written
reply, said that every aspect is
being looked into for determin-
ing the probable canses
contributory factors leading to
the accident.

Hiz answer was to DME
leader Kanimozhi VN Somu’s
queries, inclnding whether any

sabotage by any person or any
agency has come to the light.
In another written reply to
RID member Manoj Kumar
Jha, Maidu said DGCA has a
structured surveillance and
andit framework in place.
These include planned and
unplanned surveillance of
organisation faircraft such as
regular and  periodic
audits, spot checks, night
surveillance and ramyp inspec-
tions across all operators and
maintenance organisations,
DMGCA has done 254 enforce-

ment actions this year till April
while there were 673 such
actions in 2024,

There were 542 enforcement
actions in 2023, the
minister said.

The enforcement action may
include warning, suspension,
cancellation and imposition of
financial penalty.

This year, the regulator has
planned a total of 56 regulato-
ry audits. Highlighting the
growth of the country’s aviation
sector, the minister said there
are around 3,500 flight depar-

tures and about 5 lakh passen-
gers are travelling by air daily
“We want things to be brought
down to zero in terms of (avi-
ation ) incidents. That is the tar-
get we have”

There are more than 160
airports in the country.

In response to queries regand-
ing manpower shortage at the
Diirectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Maidn said
recruitment and creation of
posts is 4 contineows process,
adding that 103 positions were
filled at the regulator last year.
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Amid rain, Al

Runway excursion
jet overshoots

leaves Al aircraft

Mumbai runway

Mumbai: An Air India
aireraft overshot the
Mumbai airport runway
after touching down amid
heavy rains Monday. The
eventful landing saw the
A320 aircraft suffer three
tyre bursts, veer off the
main runway into the un-
paved portion, then ontoa
taxiway before it cametoa

p Al flight aborts IGI
takeoff due to glitch,P 2
»Emergency landing
for IndiGo flight, P 13

halt. Noone was hurt.

The incident occurred
after AL 2744 from Kochi to-
uched down on primary
runway 27 at 9.27am. It vee-
red about 16m off the run-
way, took out a few lights
along the runway edge and
taxiway and damaged a ne-
arby signage before coming
to a halt, said a source, ad-
ding the pilots then taxied
tothe parking bay, T

P Runway excursion, P 13

with serious damage

» Continued fromP1

serious damage; theen-
gine cowling was left
partially deformed, and the
tail section had foreipn object
damage. While a couple of
flights close behind in the se-
quence to land continued
with their landing, the main
runway was shut down min-
utes after the accident.
Flight movements were
moved to the shorter second-
ary runway of the Mumbai
airport. A total of eight in-
coming flights were diverted
to other airports, while three
flights were forced to abort
the landing and climbed fora
second attempt at touchdo-
win, sald a source. The prima-
rv runway was repaired and
reopened to fight moveme-
nt= at 12.08pm. A team from
DGCA reached the airport to
investigate the accident,
AlrIndia, in a statement,
said: "Flight AI2744, operat-
ing from Kochi to Mumbai,
experienced heavy rain dur-
ing landing, resulting in a
runway excursion after
touchdown, The aircraft

r I“’he aireraft sustained

IndiGo plane
makes emergency
landing in Indore

n IndiGo plane from Goa to

Indore made an emergen-
cy landing at Devi Ahilvabai
Holkar Airport in Indore after
pilots detected a technical sn-
aginits landing gear shortly
before its scheduled touchd-
own at the airport Monday. The
flight with 140 passengers on
board made a safe landing. T

taxied safely to the gate, and
all passengers and crew
members have since disem-
barked. The aircraft has
been grounded for checks.”
A Mumbal airport spo-
kesperson said that the air-
port’s eMergency response
teams were immediately act-
vated to manage the runway
excursion. “All passengers
and crew aresafe. There were
minor damages reported to
the airport's primary run-
way — 089/27, In order to en-
sure continuity of oper
ations, the secondarv run-
way 14/32 was activated.”
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Naidu: AAIB
Al 171 crash

probe totally
unbiased

New Delhi: The Aircraft Ac-
cident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) “follows a definitive,
rule-based process” and is
“totally umbi- o
ased In prob-
ing the Air In-
dia Ahmeda-
bad plare
crash.” Union
eivil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu
said in the Rajva Sabha Mon-
day, theopeningday of Parlia-
ment's Monsoon session.

“There are multiple theo-
ries floating about, respect
the process of investigation
AAIR has been succeszful in
decoding data from the black
boxes of the Al plane that
crashed last month, We want
to stand with truth, not any-
thing else. We want to find
out what exactly happened
in the Air India plane crash
and that will come out only
after AATB's final probe re-
port,” Naidu said.

“First set of the probe is
done and a preliminary re-
port is out, Naidu said, add-
ing that earlier, whenever
the black box suffered dam-
ags, it would be sent to the
manufacturer for decoding.
“For the first time the decod-
ing of the black box has hap-
pened in India,” he said. mwn
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