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AAI observes ‘Yatri Suvidha
Diwas’ on 15th June 2026

The Airports 8 = '
Authority of el
India (AAI),
under the §
aegis of the
Ministry of
Civil Aviation,
observed Yatri
Suvidha
Diwas across
its airport network on 15th June, 2026, reaffirming its
commitment to providing a seamless, safe, accessible and
passenger-friendly travel experience. As part of Yatri Suvidha
Diwas, AATairporisacross the country organised acomprehensive
range of passenger-centric activities aimed at enhancing the
travel experience and fostering greater engagement with
travellers, In addition, blood donation camps, health and eye
check-up camps, airport familiarisation visits and career
guidance sessions for students were organised at various
locations. The event highlighted AATSs continued efforts
towards improving passenger convenience through
technology-driven and customer-focused initiatives such as
Digi Yatra, the UDAN Yatri Cafe, Flybrary, Kids' Zones, free
Wi-Fi services,accessihility assistance for persons with reduced
mobility, medical facilities, self-baggage drop systems, digital
information kiosks and robust grievance redressal mechanisims.
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AS ALTERNATIVE TO GULF CONNECTIVITY
India’s Airports
may Turn Global
Transit Centres

Govteases rules for immigration, cargo
screening to cut passenger transfer time

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: India is seeking to seize a rare opportunity
topromoteitsairports as hubalternatives to Dubai, Abu
Dhabi, and Doha amid the travel disruptions in the Gulf
due to the Iran war.

The government has formulated an integrated policy to
develop the main airports of Delhi, Mumbai and Bengalu-
ru into international transit centres, said a senior official.

Such airports aggregate passenger demand from an enti-
re region and offer multiple direct flights to major cities
worldwide. Currently, 85% of India's connecting traffic tra-
vels via airports such as Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Singapo-
re's Changi. Many Indian passengers travelling to North
America also tend to con-
nect through European -
airports such as Frank- Fllght path o O

furtand London. INDIAN =
Towards this initiative, | ONG-HAUL
the government has libe-  paASSENGERS..

ralised airport Immigra- VS
750 Use foreign airlines

tion and cargo-screening
rules, making it more
convenient for passeng-
ers travelling from smal-
ler towns to international
destinations through a

76% is connecting traffic

2 of that traffic is via
Hﬁ?ﬁg&wm Yot its Se[‘-l%non-lnman hubs
first such flight next we-
ek, allowingpas- =
sengers travel- Sy Source:
ling from Var- Industry
anasi to 17 inter-
national destinations

to complete immig-
ration at their first
point of departure.

Baggage Process »» 10

Baggage Process

»»FromPagel

These destinations will include
London Heathrow, Frankfurtl,
Milan, and Singapore.

Passengers will then travel to a
designated Indian airporl, such
as Delhi or Mumbai, and connect
directly to their international
fNights withoul repeating immig-
ration or customs procedures.
Baggage will be transferred airsi-
de, withoul requiring passengers
tocollectand check itinagain.

Aler tesling the model on the
Varanasi-Delhi route, more rou-
tes will be added to the capital's
airport, lollowed by transit con
nections via Mumhbai and Benga
luru, officials said.

“The hub-and-spoke model will
be akey pillarof the international
hub strategy,” said the otticial ci-
ted above. “Tt will increase pas
senger convenience by reducing
minimum connection time and
enhancing the travel experience.”

To succeed as a transit hub, an
airport has to offer connection ti-
moes thataren't too lengthy hotwe-
enflights. Major airports like Du-
baiand Istanbulachieve this in60

minulesorsothrough high-speed
trains or underground road net-
works, while Delhi takes around
Lwo hours, as transferring betwe-
en terminals remains tedious.

Ta address this, Delhi airport
will soon begin ransferring pas-
sengers among its three termi-
nals airside by bus, cutting trans-
fer time Lo 20 minutes. Such pas-
sengers will no longer need to un-
dergo security checks before
their next Might. Theairport isal-
s0 planning to start work on In-
dia's first air brain, which will
connect the three terminals and
the cargo facility in an effort to
modernise p nger transport
infrastructure, according to re
ports. That's expected to be ready
inabout i maonths.

Delhiairport’s share of transter
passengers has prown steadily to
one infourcurrently.

“With India emerging as one of
the fastest-growing aviation mar-
ketsglobally, Delhi Airportisuni-
quely positioned to serveas a key
gateway connecting domestie
and international networks,” sa-
id Pradeep Panicker, CEO of Del-
hiAirports,
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Civilian air traffic to cease at Vizag airport soon

USHA PERI @ Visakhapatnam

COMMERCIAL flight opera-
tions currently being handled
at the Visakhapatnam Afrport
within the Naval Airfield will
cease once the upcoming Bhog-
apuram International Alrport
becomes operational, with all
civilian air traffic proposed to
be shifted to the new facility, ac-
cording to the latest tariff or-
der issued by the Alrports Eco-
nomic Regulatory Authority of
India (AERA).

The order, issued for GMR Vi-
sakhapatnam International
Ajrport Limited (GVIAL), ap-
proves an ad hoc tariff strue-
ture that will come into effect
from the Commercial Opera-
tion Date (COD) of the Bhog-
apuram airport and remain in
forece until regular aeronauti-
cal tariffs are determined.

The tariff framework pro-
vides details of charges that
will be levied on both passen-
pers and airlines using the air-
port. Domestic passengers de-
parting from Bhogapuram will
pav a User Development Fee
(UDF}) of 2835, while arriving
passengers will be charged

7355, For international passen-
gers, the UDF has been fixed at
21.255 for departiure and T545
for arrival. AERA noted that
the Bhogapuram International
Afrport is being developed as a
greenfield airport with an ini-
tial passenger handling capac-
ity of 6 million passengers per
annum. The airport is expected
to serve as the primary com-
mercial aviation gateway for
North Coastal Andhra Pradesh
after the transition of civilian
flight operations from
Visakhapatnam.

The order also specifies
charges payable by airlines for
using airport infrastructure.

Domestic carriers will be
charged landing fees of 1,400

per metric tonne (MT) of an
aircraft's maximum take-off
weight, while international air-
lines will pay 21,975 per MT. To
encourage airlines to expand
operations from Bhog-
apuram, AERA has ap-
proved a Variable Land-
ing Charges scheme
offering incentives for
additional frequencies
and new routes. Airlines
introducing new services
on existing routes will pay 80%
of the standard landing charge,
while those launching new
routes will pay 60% of the
standard rate.

Domestic flights landing be-
tween 11 pm and 6 am will be
charged only 25 per cent of the

-
.:- E

n_

e

normal landing fee, while dedi-
cated freighter aireraft will be
exempt from landing charges.

Adreraft parking will be free
for the first two hours. Thereaf:
ter, parking charges will be lev-
ied at 19 per MT per hour and
223 per MT per hour for longer
durations. The airport will also
callect charges for passenger
processing systems such as
Common Use Terminal Equip-
ment (CUTE), Common [Use
Self-Service (CUSS) and Bag-
gage Reconciliation Systems
{BRS). These have been fixed at
T75 per departing domestic pas-
senger and $1.25 per departing

international passenger
The authority has
. also exempted certain
categories of passen-
gers from the payment
of UDF, including chil-
dren below two vears of
age, diplomatic passport
holders, airline crew on duty
and eligible transit
pASSENEers.

Flights operated under the
Regional Connectivity Scheme
(UDAN)will continue to receive
exemptions in accordance with
existing regulations.
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Doon airport to get
new ATC building

Dehradun's bolly Grant Airport & set
fior a control tower makeover. A new,
modem ATC building will replace the
existing one on the campus, fitted
with state-of-the-art equipment to
sharpen flight handling. The upgrade
will boost efficiency, letting
controllers manage mane aircraft
smultaneously. With advanced
automation and surveillance
systems, both airspace and runway
capacity will expand. Currently,
22-24 flights operate daily, plus
private jets and helicopters. Most
surmounding airspace remains under
Air Force control. Borm as a small
airstrip built by the Birlas in the
19705, the airport evolved into a full
facility by 2006-07.
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Conrad seeks Rajnath’s help for
airport expansion in Meghalaya

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Shillong

Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma on Sunday
said he sought Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh's inter-
vention for expediting key
infrastructure projects in the
State, including Shillong
Airport expansion and strate-
gic road connectivity along
the India-Bangladesh border.
Sangma said several pro-
jects require the coopera-
tion of the armed forces.
“We have requested the
defence minister to help the
State Government achieve
these goals,” he told
reporters, following an
International Yoga Day event
at the Advanced Landing
Ground in Upper Shillong.
Sangma said the State was
receiving “full support” from
the Defence Ministry for the
expansion of Shillong Airport
and the defence minister had
also backed the proposed
four-laning of the Rilbong-
Barik Point stretch in the city.
The chief minister said he
also raised the issue of

.y

improving connectivity
between Ranikor in South
West Khasi Hills district and
Ratacherra in East Jaintia
Hills district, describing it as
a critical missing link close to
the India-Bangladesh border
with strategic significance.

“We share a very long and
important border with
Bangladesh. The road con-
nectivity from Ranikor to
Dalu has already been estab-
lished,"” he said.

sangma said the corridor
would ultimately connect
through National Highway
217 and National Highway
127B to the Phulbari-Dhubri
Bridge, creating an important
route towards Silchar.

“There is a gap in the
Ratecherra-Ranikor stretch,
and we have requested the
Defence Ministry that this be
declared a strategic road not
just for economic or civilian
purposes but also for ensur-
ing the security of the nation,”
he said.

Sangma said Rajnath Singh
had responded positively to
the proposal.
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How This 2.3km Metro Link Will
Reshape Your Airport Commute

By 2028, New Corridor To Connect T1 With Airport Express, Magenta Lines

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The upcoming
23-km Aerociiy-Terminal 1
DBl meiro corridor, an
extensionafl theGolden Line
will improve metro's conmnee-
tivity around 1GI Alrpaort. It
will transform Terminal 1
into an Interchange statlon
by linking it with the
Magenta Line

FEWER, FASTER TRANSFERS
The corridor will plug

acritical gap In Defti's S
metra network, bringing h

systems and anfancing
last-mile connectivity

together multiple transport &

=

an official sadd.

The Golden Line and the
proposed RRTS corridor will
cross cach olly lmost dia
gonally. The necessary strue-
tural  provisions for  the
construction of the Namo
Rharat plamform will he kept
i e statlon fog its future ln-
tegration, officials said

To handle passenger ca
pacity, the new Aerocity sto-
tion for the Golden Line will

The corridor will also o be sigmificantly longer, ot
sirengihen Aerocity’s roleas 4 ’ around 2% metres, to accom-
a transit hub by integrating i _#..-. modite the interchange re
the Airport Express Line, the 2 # quirements. Generally, the
Golden Line and the propo r letigth of an interchange sia
sed RRTS Delhi-SNB-Alwar ," tion is about 260 nietres. “Ae
eorridor e 2ai-metre platform is

At present, the Alrpori F 1 to aecommodats
Express (Orange Line) ser- i ger transfers,”

vk the Aerecity and Termi

il

nal § metro stations, while 5 The corridor is expected

Terminal 1 is connected thro zgkm o b ey by F

ugh the Magenta Line. Once Kunf . “Itizacritical step toward

thi corridor becomes opers- oy oagadaaagad strengthening airport con

tHonal, Acrocity and Termi Stations :

nal 1 will function as inter-

change stations, olfering mﬂ Deadline visglon of inte

commuters seamless access zoza class urban

o different parts of the ajr il':tﬂl:rr:;'.#d ¥ the R. Designed with secn

part, including Terminal 3 rity conslderations near the
Corrently, in the absence airport, the corridor runs

of direct metro connectivity ontirely underground,” the

between the terminals. pas- HOW IT WILL HELP official added

sengers travelling from Ter Avrocity-Terminal 1 k&

minal | to other parts of the IW ”"‘“—"'Il |1mll CWH : m":;; hub E&:np:ll::nwr one of the three metre corri-

airport depend on shuttle bo- b 4 X dors approved as part of the

ses that run ot intervals of Elminates the need for Desigoed IElll The Aeeority ”."E cnmdlnr bl Phase Vi{A) expansion. The

abicula0 ming shuttle bus transfers with security Terminal-1 metra station link Terminal-3 o o eherapproved corridars
The corcidor will “slimi between domesticand | considerations | station will will connect and Aerocity ate the Tughlakabad to Ko

nate the need for the shutile International terminals. _I'IEJI'TH’ SErvE asan A",W'T Express on the ’c"'i_J‘Zlﬂ lindi Kunj expansion, which

b o between the do- Currently, COMMUESS airpodt, the In!en:_hange Line, Gaiden E_IPIESE !-'“E Isan extension of the Golden

miestic and international ter- take shuttle bus service corridor with Line, and the withTerminal-l  Jjne and RK Ashram Marg to

minals Commuterswill beab- from Aerocity metro runs entirely Magenta proposed RRTS onGoldenand  [pdrapeastha (Central Vista

bt trived bodiirenit parts of station to Terminal-1 underground Ling (Alwar corridor) Magenta lines corrldor), an extension of

the: airport using the metro,”

the Magenia Line
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A-1 Express starts Navi
Mumbai-Abu Dhabi
flight bookings

AlrIndia Express on Sunday said bookings for
its direct flights berween the Mavi Mumbai
International Airport and Abu Dhabi, starting
July 15, are now open on the airline’s website,
mobile app, and other major channels. The
launch of the direct air services between the
Navi Mumbai International Alrport and Abu
Dhabiwill make AirIndia Express the first air-
line to operate international flichis from
Maharashtra’sgreenfield airport, itsaid.
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