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Rs 620 user development
fee for Navi Mumbai airport

MUMBAIL May 20: Arports taridff watchdog AERA has
fixed the user development fee for the Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport at s 620 for departing domestic passengers
and Ks 1,225 for departing international passengers. The air-
part, which was inaugurated on October & 2025, commenced
commercial operations on December 25 last vear The Air-
parts Economic Regulatory Authoricy of India (AERA) on
Wednesday issued the anff order for the 1st Control Period
(2025-30) for the Navi Mumbai Internationzl Airport. Each
departing domestic passenger will have to pay the User Die-
velopment Fee of Bs 620, while the amount is Rs 1,225 foran
international departing passenger. — PTI
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NMIA flyers to pay
more than CSMIA pax

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAI

Flying from the Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA)
will cost more than using
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Afrport (CSMIA),
after the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA)
approved a higher tariff struc-
ture for the greenfield airport.

Under the new structure,
passengers  travelling  via
NMIA will be subjected to a
dual-tiered user development
fee (UDF). AERA approved
T14,087 crore as an aggregate
revenue requirement, against
NMIAs demand of 28280
crore, for the first control
period from 2025 to 2030. The
authority has also approved a
variable tariff plan for the air-
poart to encourage operations
by new airlines and on new
routes. Domestic passengers
departing from NMIA will pay
a UDF of 620, which is 254%
higher than CSMIA, while
arriving passengers will pay
2270, 260% higher.
International departing pas-
sengers will be charged 0,225,
9% higher than CSMIA. while
arriving international passen-
gers will pay 2525, 102% higher.

The approved rates will
remain effective till March 31,
2027, after which a 10% annual
increase will apply until
FY2030. AERA has also final-
ised the commercial oper-
ational expenses for airlines
utilising the greenfield runway
infrastructure. Airlines will
pay ¥A00 per MT for
domestic landings and ¥1,850

Embarking pax 1620
Disembarking pax 7270

Embarking pax 11,225
Disembarking pax 7525

First two hours: Free

Next 2 hours: T19 per MT
per hour

Afterwards: 723 per MT
per hour

per MT for international land-
ings. A 97MT narrow-body air-
craft will pay 2036 lakh, while
a 250MT wide-body aircraft
will pay 4.63 lakh. The regula-
tory body said that the tariff
structure of a greenfield air-
port cannot be directly com-
pared with a brownfield air-
port with significanaly higher
traffic volumes.

“Alrport charges for green-
field airports in the inital
years are generally on the
higher side 1w support
recovery of investments and
for vizble airport operations as
compared o a mature brown-
field airport. The recovery of
huge upfront capital invest-
ment is spread over a very low
traffic base initially, thereby
resulting in a very high vield
per passenger,” AERA stated.
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Navi Mumbai flyers spared

steeper airport charges

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Mumbai Airports
Economic Regulatory Authority
of India (AERA) on Wednesday
fixed the domestic user develop-
ment fee (UDF) at 620 for Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA) against the 3742 sought

In the airport’s first control
period, the regulator also
reduced the airport operator’s
aggregate revenue requirement
(ARR) to ¥14,087 crore from the
328,290 crore saying “the move
was aimed at moderating air-
port charges..."

It fixed the domestic depart-
ing UDF at 620 per passenger
for 2026-27, while the interna-
tional departing UDF was fixed
at ¥1,225 against 1,467 pro-
posed earlier. It said that it con-
ducted a “comprehensive analy-
sis, prudence check and due dil-

igence” on the airport
operator’s multi-year tariff pro-
posal (MYTP).

It said that all stakeholders,
including airlines, aviation
body, and travellers engaged in
consultations on April 2.

The regulator's order said
that it would defer 11.32% of the
ARR to the next tariff cycle
between 2030 and 2035 to sof-
ten the tariff burden during the
airport’s initial years of opera-
tion. It also rationalised domes-
tic landing charges at ¥1,400 per
metric tonne for 2026-27, with
an increase to ¥1,484 per metric
tonne in 2027-28 against the
1,676 proposed by the airport
operator.

“The rationalised and moder-
ated UDF charges would signifi-
cantly benefit domestic passen-
gers, who constitute around
73% of the total passenger traf-
fic,” the order said.
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[ SAYS CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER } UDAN 2.0 TO UNVEIL SOON: NAIDU

‘India to build 100 new
airports, 200 helipads’

Raj Kumar

htjharkhand@hindustantimes com
RANCHI: Sharing a massive avia-
tion roadmap during his maiden
visit to Birsa Munda Airport
here on Wednesday, Union civil
aviation minister Kinjarapu
Rammeohan Naidu announced
the upcoming launch of the
UDAN 2.0 scheme to radically
transform India's regional air
connectivity.

The high-profile official pro-
gramme commenced at 11 AM
with a grand welcome, featuring
the minister riding pillion on a
motorcycle with Union MoS for
Defence Sanjay Seth.

Addressing the gathering,
Naidu said, “The central govern-
ment will soon launch the UDAN
2.0 scheme to significantly boost
regional air connectivity. Under
this ambitious aviation road
map, India aims to build 100 new
airports and 200 helipads over
the next 10 years to connect
underserved and remote regions

of the country.”

The minister highlighted that
this vision was backed by a Cabi-
net-approved financial outlay of
728,840 crore spanning from
financial year 2026-27 through
financial year 2035-36, which
would scale up the original
regional connectivity network
and drive local economic
growth.

The Ranchi event served as
the launchpad for several inno-
vative, passenger-centric ameni-
ties designed to enhance the ter-
minal experience in Ranchi.
Naidu inaugurated a newly built
feature wall and statue dedi-
cated to Bhagwan Birsa Munda.

He then launched the ‘UDAN
Yatri Cafe,’ a low-cost transit
facility offering tea, coffee, and
basic snacks to travellers for just
%10, promising to expand this
successful subsidised model to
all Indian airports. Furthering
passenger comfort, the minister
opened the ‘Flybrary’, a unique
airport library framework allow-

ing travellers to borrow books
and return them at different air-
ports across the country, along-
side a new Kids Play Zone and
dedicated local ‘Avasar’ handi-
craft stalls showcasing products
made by women entrepreneurs.

Turning the focus to regional
infrastructure development,
Naidu reviewed a proposed
F100-crore expansion plan for
Ranchi airport to modernise its
facilities and handle its rapidly
growing annual traffic.

He committed to upgrading
Birsa Munda Airport for future
international flights and con-
firmed that the upcoming UDAN
network expansion would soon
directly link Jharkhand's
smaller, remote districts, includ-
ing Dumka, Hazaribagh, Chai-
basa, and Daltonganj.

Reflecting on a decade of
progress, Naidu noted that
India’s operational airports had
doubled from 74 in 2014 to 165
today under the PM’s vision to
democratise air travel.
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Electrician falls
todeath at
Raipur airport

AMID A heatwave in Chhat-
tisgarh, a 28-year-old electri-
cian at the busy Swami Vive-
kananda Airportin
Chhattisgarh’s Raipur fell to
his death from a 20-foot false
ceiling as passengers
watched in horror afterthe
heatbrought onadizzy spell.
Kuber Chandra Sahuand his
colleagues were working on
the first floor of the Security
Hold Areawhen he fainted
and fell. An official said air-
portmanagement tried to
revive him. “We gave him
CPRandalsorushedhimtoa
hospital but, unfortunately,
we could not save hislife,” he
said. Healso admitted that
Sahu had nosafety harness.
“Not even a helmet. The con-
tractorshould take these
measures,” hesaid. ENS
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AAI okays seaplane project for Tirupati tourism

NETHAJI KUMARAMANGALAM ‘Aims to provide a unique aerial view experience’ attract both domestic and in-
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i i " £ Tirupati and Tirumala.
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enhancing Tirupati's global
tourism profile, the Airports
Authority of India (AAI
has approved the seaplane
project at the historic Rayvalach-
eruvy irrigation tank in Ram-
achandrapuram mandal of
the district.

The ambitious project is ex-
pected to add one more feather
to Tirupati's crown and further
strengthen its position as one
of the country’s leading spirit-
ual tourism destinations.

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment, under the leadership of
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
MNaidu, has laid emphasiz on
transforming Tirupati not only
into an internationally re-
nowned pilgrimage centre but
also into a major wedding, her-
itage and thematic tourism des-
tination. As part of this broad-
er development vision, the
Tourism Department and the
Tirupati district administra-
tion have intensified efforts to
operationalise the seaplane

provide a unique aerial view experience for pilgrims and visitors. The
project is likely to attract both domestic and international tourists
visiting Tirupati and Tirumala.

project at the earliest.
Chandragiri MLA Pulivarthi

Nani, along with senior offi-

cials from the Tourism, Irriga-
tion and Revenue Departments,

conducted an extensive field in-

spection at Ravalacheruvu and
examined all technical, envi-
ronmental and logistical feasi-
bility aspects before finalising

the location for seaplane land-
ing operations.

Officials said Rayalacheruvu
has emerged as the most suita-
ble location due to its vast wa-
ter spread, historical signifi-
cance and strategic proximity
to Tirupatl and Tirumala.
Spread across nearly 354 hec-
tares, the centuries-old irriga-
tion tank is located 14-18 km
away from Tirupati City with
strong road connectivity, mak-
ing tourist movement highly
convenient.

Historical references indi-
cate that the tank was devel-
oped during the reign of Sri
Krishnadevaraya, adding cul-
tural and heritage value to the
proposed tourism project. The
seaplane services are expected
to provide a unique aerial view
experience for pilgrims and
visitors. The project is likely to

said, “The Chief Minister is
giving top priority to the devel-
opment of tourism infrastrue-
ture in Chandragiri constitu-
ency and Tirupati region. The
seaplane project will be taken
up at an estimated cost of 220
crore.” The Tourism, Irrigation
and Revenue Departments have
jointly prepared plans for ac-
guisition of land for seaplane
landing facilities, parking are-
as, passenger amenities and
commercial establishments.
Temporary containers for com-
mercial outlets are likely to be
installed in the initial phase of
project development.

Tirupati District Collector §
Venkateswar has been closely
monitoring the progress of the
seaplane project, conducting
periodic review meetings.
The seaplane project is expect-
ed to emerge as a major tour-
i=m attraction and significantly
contribute to the economic
and tourism growth of Tirtpa-
ti region.
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Al plane suffers tail strike

at Bengaluru airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Thane

A Delhi-Bengaluru Air India
flight, with 181 people on
board, was grounded after
it experienced a tail strike
during landing at the
Bengaluru airport on
Thursday morning. The
airline’s narrow-body A321
aircraft was operating the
flight Al2651 from Delhi to
Bengaluru.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
begun its investigation into
the matter. “The operating
pilots have been off ros-
tered pending investiga-
tion,” DGCA sources said.

An Air India spokesper-
son said the plane “experi-
enced a tail-strike during
landing”. The aircraft landed
safely, and all passengers
and crew disembarked nor-
mally, the spokesperson
said. Due to the grounding
of the aircraft, the return
flight A12652 from Bengaluru
to Delhi has been cancelled.

A source said the plane
experienced "wake turbu-
lence” when it was close to
land, following which the
pilot decided to perform a
go around manoeuvre.
During the manoeuvre,

there was a tail strike, the
source added.

The “wake turbulence”
was caused due to the take-
off of a wide-body aircraft in
the vicinity, the source said.
Specific details about the
wide-body plane could not
be ascertained. Wake turbu-
lence is the disturbed,
chaotic air trailing behind
an aircraft. It is the distur-
bance generated by an air-
craft that can affect encoun-
tering aircraft due to the
strength, duration, and
direction of the vortices.

The source said there
were 181 passengers
onboard the aircraft that
operated the flight Al2651.

The Air India spokesper-
son said the plane has been
grounded for detailed
inspection and the incident
will be investigated in
accordance with estab-
lished procedures, in coor-
dination with the relevant
regulatory authorities.
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Renewed heat on airport touts, stalls

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: Pollce have asked
taxl touts harassing passen-
gers and llegally parking cabs
on the Calcutta airport prem-
1ses, as well as operators of un-
authorised stalls, to clear out
within the next few days.

Sources said the move fol-
lowed a letter from alrport au-
thoritles to the NSCBI Alrport
police station seeking action
against “illegally parked ve-
hicles and encroachments®.
The letter was 1ssied recent-
1y, after the BJP government
came to power In Bengal.

“We have written to the
pollce seeking removal of
1egally parked cars and un-
authorised stalls. We period-
ically raise these issues with
them,” Vikram Singh, director
of the Calcutta alrport, sald on
Wednesday.

An airportofficial sald sim-
ilar eviction drives had been
carrled out earller, but the
vehicles and stalls usually re-
turned within days.

“It1s the police’s responst-
bllity to stop (llegal activities,
They will have to conduct
drives, and we will provide
support,” the officlal said

The problem of taxl touts
at the alrport Is long-standing.

Many of the cabs operated
by touts remain parked oppo-
site the old domestic terminal
building. The space 15 meant
for Yatrl Sathi cabs and taxis

registered with the Bldhan-
nagar Commissionerate’s pre-
paid taxi service. These vehi-
cles are allowed to park there
free of costand move to plckup
points near the new terminal
when slots become available,
an alrport official.

However, several cars con-
trolled by touts occupy the
area Megally.

Alrport sources sald that
around 350 such vehicles re-
main parked opposite the old
domestic terminal building.

“The touts flrst negotlate
fares with passengers arriving
in Calcutta. Once the price is
finalisad, they bring the vehi-
cle from the parking area,” an
alrport officlal sald.

Passengers have alleged
that touts charge flve to six
times the normal fare.

Yellow taxls are also fre-
quently seen parked 1llegally
in the outermost lane at the
arrivals level outside the ter-
minal. Many of these taxis dis-
play “Yatri Sathi” stickers, but

passengers and alrport offl-
clals have alleged that drivers
often refuse app bookings and
instead demand exorbitant
fares from commuters

Stalls

The airport authorities are
also targeting unauthorised
stalls on alrport land. Offi-
clals said the stalls repeatedly
returned even after eviction
drives.

A new terminal bullding
covering 2 million square me-

tres has been planned opposite
the old domestic terminal.
Several unauthorised stalls
have come up on the land aar-
marked for the project.

“They have been evicted
several dmes, but they return
within days. Once they are
remaoved now, we plan to bar-
ricade the area,” an alrport
official said.

Atleast 34 llogal stalls had
appeared on alrport land in re-
cent years, allegedly with Tri-
namool patronage. The stalls

are made of flammable mate-
rials. Some operators use LPG
cylinders and kerosene stoves
in the apen.

Last week, rallway au-
thorities, the Rallway Protec-
tion Force and the Govern-
ment Rallway Police carried
out drives agalnst hawkers
around Howrah and Sealdah
stations. Around 200 stalls
wera demolished during thoso
operations, At Howrah sta-
tion, a payvloader was used to
remove the structures,
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Passport seized
at airport, man
with LOC gives
officials the slip

Hyderabad: An aceuzed ina
cheating case, against whoma
Look Out Cirealar (LOC) had
B en issued by Gudarat polioes,
escaped from the custody of
immigration awthorities at
Hajiv Candhi Internationol
Alrpaort early Wednesday

The flver, Dhaval Doshi.
who was scheduled to travel
to Banghok with his wife,
Priyanks Doshi, and minor
r|;|\IHI1||-|‘ Wiis 1I'||I'["r'|:lll'li|
around Zam after an LOC
alert was iriggerad at the
departure counter, Inmigra-
tion  officials  confiscated
his passport and boarding
pass and asked the family to
remaln seated near the hn
migration arei,

Aceording to police, Priy-
ankn later approached aicli-
staff elaiming n medical
rpency involving their
danghter and requested ret-
rieval of thelr checked
in baggage, without infor-
ming them that the family
had been stopped by lmimlg-
ration authorities. Airline
stall repartedly escorted the
family and their baggage to-
wird domestic departures,
after which Doshi boarded o
Muombai-bound fight aro-
und 6.50am,

Immigration nuthorities
later lodged a complaint
with airport police. Police
gald a case had ben registe
red against Doshi and Priy-
anka. A senioe officer from
Shamshabad pollce said Dos-
hi's lawyer informed police
thiil his ellent may soon s
render before Gujarat police.
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Al plane’s tail scrapes runway
while going around at Bluru

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: An Airbus A321 oper-
ated by Air India with about 190
peopleaboard suffered atail strike
while going around — aborting
landing and taking off again —at
Bengaluru airport on Thursday.

A Boeing 747 jumbo jet had tak-
en off before this flight from Delhi
was to land. The enormous wake
turbulence — aerial equivalent of
the impact seen on water when a
big ship is going full steam ahead
— generated by the jumbo jet led
the pilots to opt for go-around at
the last minute to avold getting
caught in the turbulence after
touchdown. In the process, the
A397'stail scraped the runway. The
aircraft came back to safely land
on the second attempt and has
now been grounded for checks.

DGCA has been studying fora
long time the issue of tail strikes

by Indian carriers using the long-
fuselage A321 aircraft and
launched a probe into Thursday's
case. The pilots have been off-ros-
tered pending the probe outcome.

An airline spokesperson said,
“A12651 operating from Delhi to
Bengaluru on May 21 experi-
enced a tail strike during land-
ing. The aircraft landed safelv,
and all passengers and crew dis-
embarked normally.” He added
thatthe returnflight from Benga-
luru to Delhi was cancelled. “Al-
ternative arrangements are be-
ing made to accommodate affect-
ed passengers at the earliest.”

To avoid smaller planes get-
ting caught in turbulent air
caused by bigger jets, Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisa-
tion prescribes precautions such
as greater separation for a small-
er jet to land on a runway from
wherea bigger one is taking off.
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A-Iplane carrving 181
flvers suffers tail strike
at Bengaluru airport

An Alr India (A-1) aircraft, with 181 passengers
onboard, suffered a tail strike while landing at
the Bengaluru airport on Thursday and the
plane was grounded for a detailed inspection.
The airline's narrow-body A3Z1 aircraft was
operating the flight Al2651 from Delhi to Ben-
galurne AnAir Indiaspokesperson said the air-
craft landed safely, and all passengers and crew
disembarked nomally, A source said the plane
experienced “wake turbulence” when it was
close toland, following which the pilot decided
o perform a goarcund manoceuvre, During the
manoeuvre, there was a tail strike, the source
added. The “wake turbulence™ was cansed due
to the take-off of a wide-body alrcraft in the
vicinity, the source said. PTI
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® VIMNAY DUBE , FOUNDER & CEQ, AKASA AIR

‘West Asian disruption impact...

‘West Asian disruption impact
limited to 15% of operations’

Despate geopel itical uncertam
ties and disrupfions ac woss the

awiation indusity, Abasa A
remains bulligh ow the long-
ferm growthof Tedlan
avlatiov. Theairfine is
continuing to expand
its network and floet
while sharpeningirs
Jfoews on cperational
relinlilisy, custoimer
expericnice, witern ol
capansion ad marmfenance
infrastruciure. Vinay Dube,
founder and CEC) of Akasa Air,
relfs Alchar Merchant s
lesgrile weir-tevin polatd i
the atrfine rommins confidomi
about the sector'’s long-term
tmjeciory Excerprs:

HowwasFY26 for AlasaAir?
It wasa strong wear forus
despitechallenges such as the
Pehelgam temmorattack, Opera
tion Sindoorand the Airlndia
tragedy, all of which impacted

traveller sentiment. Even then,

Akasadelvered over 4004 top
line growth,while Ebitdamar
gins and unit revenues

improved significantly. Relia-

bilitymetrics including on-

time performance, cancdla

tions and baggage deliveryabso

remained strong
Today, Akasa operates 38
alrerait, has anonder book
of 226 aircraft, and has
flowm iover 277 million
passengorsand more
than 11,000 petssince
launch.

How important isinterna
tional expansion to Alkasa's
strategy?

Last yearwe added Phuket
and expanded Jeddah opera-
tions, while this yearwe
announced Vietnam. Akasa
today serves 34 destina
tions, induding 27
domestic and seven
intemational cltkes.

THE
GOVERMMENT

HAS DONE AN
IMPRESSIVE
JOBIN
AVIATION

What has passenger growth
been liie and what is the out
look for FY277

Demand inApril and May
II..1'i“‘l!'l.li.l:lr-l”u‘-'llll‘l}l’.“lI\'\'-
cver, given theonpomng [man
contlict and broaider geopoliti
cal uncertaintics, it is still too
early tomake projections for
the full year. The outlook will
depend onhow

'3 Howhasthe
! West Azian
conflict

impactedoperations?

Before the conflict e oper-
aterd to Kunwait, Do, Abu Db,
Riyadh and feddah, Nearly&0)-
858 ofourWest Aslan operm-
tionswore conootrated inAbu
Dhabi and jeddaih, which have
been leastaffected. We ane cur
rentlyoperating full schadulesto
Al Phaldanded dah Riyadh,
Kunwaitand Doha cemain sus-
pended, though these routes
accounied foronlyaround 15%
of our'West Asian operations.

Have you reduced Mights this
sumameramid disng fue
costs and geopolitical uncer-
tainty?

No.Other than temporary
suspensions to Riyadh, Doha
and Kl.l:wﬂil,wv: areopemting
planned schedules. These sus
pended rovtes account for
only around 14weekly fre
quencies out of more than
1,000 wesk by frequencies
operated by Akasa. Compared
tolast year, ourschedule
remains significant ylamrer
due tofleet prowth.

Continuved on Page 10

What kind of support would
airlines seek from the governs
ment during such difficult
periods?

| peruinely beliewe the gov
ernument has dome an impres-
sive job in aviation overthe past
wveral yers, Whetherit is ATF
pricing, VAT reductions in dties
ke Muisvibnab e Dielhil, o st e
aroend airpoTt rh:p'gz"l suchas
Mavi Mumbal sUDE, the paceof
decEsin mﬂh:inghntlﬂnmm
miesdable. India tndayhasa pro-
tessional El dator and amin
Istrythat actively cares abouit
thesector Sometimes wedomot
give cnough credit to how
guikedy sdation-relited issues
are being addessed here

Hnwrhwumtlwulll'mirl‘nr
the Indian aviation maret
amiddgropalitical uncertainty?

Akasa remains extremely
ImEnhnnrhrl.nnE berrn fud g
ofaviation inIndi. Every year
these are ups and downs in the
industry, but aviation has

abways gonethrough oycles.

‘Which domestic markets are
driving growth?

Growth 5 wisible agoss
Iy, Over the last six monihs
we added destinations suchas
Darshanga and Dabrugarh,
while Kavi Mumbai has also
opeied ip We lune additioally
announced operations from
Molda Intemational Alrport.

Can you share detalils on Haj
operation!

Haj opemtions are alocated
throu gh a govermment tencder
process, Thisyear, Akasa isoper
atleig 154 Haj lights fram Sri-
nagar, Mumbai, Nagpur, Indore,
Ahimedabad, Bengaluru and
Kizhikode.

What is Akasas stratcgy
arcund maintenance and
MRO?

Routine line maintenance
act bdties arehandled internally
to same extent, while larger

checks such as C-dhedis are
donewithpartners ke GMRin
Hydembad Engine mainte-
nanee i handdled with parimens
induding CFM and 5T Engi
neering, Webhave abio signed an
agreement with Moidal ntema
tional Alrport for ouwr fist
hangar facility, expected
around 2028, which will
enhancemaintenance capabil
Ithes further.

What s Akaca's viewon keng-
hansl operations andwidehody
aircrafit?

We ask onorselves thut gues-
tion everyyear and, fior the last
five VBRI, the answer has
remained the same, long-haul
widebody operations are not
forus, Ournetwork s still mla
tively small, and introdudng
amcraft bypes for '[ll.'il: a few
routes adds complexdty in
maintenance, crew trainng
and operations. Our view
remalng that widebody opers-
tions arenot for Akas,

Wil Alasa continue focusing
on Bozing 737 MAX aircmifi?
Yeu, Our overall order book
of 12hamrmraft alsoinchadesthe
larger Boeing 737 MAX 10air
craft, although those are still
some time away becanse certi
fication is pending. The MAX
10 will offer sliphtly more
eapacity, dowet to the Alrbiis

Al category

[¥id thie revised Flight Duty
Time Limitation{FOTL) norms
mpact AkasaT

LikeaBairimeswewom coo
nomically impacied becauss
cockpit oew  utilisation
ciun“lﬂ. under the revised
nomms Howeeer,we had already
been preparing for this for
riearby two years. Dhd i dismupt
passengers? No.We managed
the transition throu gh pﬂan
ning without operational dis-
r1||'||:i s The economics atfect
all airtines similachy, but proper
planning helps manage the
impact smoathly.
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Turkish Airlines told
to improve cockpit
communication

Dhairya Gajara

MLIMEAI

—

The Aireraft  Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
has ardered Turkish Airlines
to rigorously reinforce its
cockpit communication pro-
tocols following a serious air-
prox incident over the
Mumbai Flight Information
Region (FIR).

The final investi-
gation report into
the near-miss
revealed that a
Turkish Airlines cargo air-
craft initiated an unauth-
orised altitude climb by mis-
interpreting an electronic
communication message,
bringing it within a critical
LOOG-feet vertical proximity
of a Flydubai passenger
jeL

The incident involved a
Turkish Airlines Cargo
Airbus A330-200F, registered
as TC-JOO, and a Flydubai
Boeing 737 MAX 9. registered
as AG-FKR, both cperating at
adjacent flight levels (FL) in
the oceanie airspace man-
aged by Mumbai Air Traffie
Caontrol (ATC).

According to the AAIB
findings, the Turkish Alrlines
gireraft requested clearance
to climb from FL340 (34,000
feet) to FL 360 (36,000 feet)
using the Controller Pilot
Data Link Communications
({CPDLC) - a text-based data
link system designed to
replace  traditional voice
radio over oceanic routes.

However, a critical misinter-
pretation of the subsequent
digital message oceurred.
The flight crew erroneously
executed the dimb instrue-
tlon.

As the heavy Turkish
Airbus freighter began its
unauthorised ascent, it
directly encroached upon
the airspace of the Flydubai

n Boeing 737 MAX.
The vertical separ-
ation between the
two airliners rapidly
degraded to less
than 1000 feet, violating
mandatory safe separation
standards. The sudden
close proximity triggered
a traffic advisory
through the onboard
traffic collision avoidance
system.

Recognising the anomaly,
the Turkish Airlines crew
attempted to use voice radio
communications two verify
their climb clearance. While
the first radio attempt went
unanswered due w fre-
quency congestion, a second
call connected with Mumbal
ATC. Controllers Immedi-
ately informed the crew that
no such climb had been
approved and lssued urgent
instructions to arrest its
climh

The AAIB final report
identified the primary pro-
bable cause of the serious
incident as the fMlight crew's
failure to accurately verify
and understand the CPDLC
Message content.
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Akasa Air signs 2nd sale, leaseback pact
with BOC Aviation for 3 Boeing planes

FPJ News Service

ML MEA]

Aknsa Air has moved to
further accelerate its
expansion, signing a second
sale-and-leaseback agreement
with global nircraft lessor BOC
Aviation Limited for an addi-
tional three Boeing 737-8200
aircraft. The three aircraft,
scheduled for delivery by the
end of 2026, will take the total

fleet

YoggAir . T
number of Alasa’s BOC-leased
aircraft to six frames.

Akasa Air already operates
three Boeing 737-8 aircraft
sourced from BOC Aviation
under a previous transaction
executed in Novemnber 2023
The newly ordered high-den-
sity Boeing 737-8200 jets will all

be powered by CFM LEAP-1B
engines. For Akasa Air, utiliz-
ing a sale-and-leascback mech-
anfsm is a standard industry
practice to maintain an asset-
light balance sheet while secur-
ing predictable aireraft induc-
ton timelines. The strategy
allows the airline o unlock
liquidity by selling its delivery
slots to the lessor and subse-
quently leasing the aircraft
back to operate them
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Air India cuts flights amid
rivals’ capacity expansion

Abhishek Law
abhishek.law@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Air India is cutting
domestic and international
capacity this summer, flying up
to 5% fewer flights on domestic
routes and nearly 40% less on
international corridors com-
pared with a year ago, as a
depleted fleet, surging jet fuel
costs, and war-related airspace
closures squeeze the Tata
Group carrier.

The airline and its low-cost
subsidiary Air India Express
together offered roughly 5.24
million domestic seats in April
and May, down from 9.71 mil-
lion a year ago, even as India's
largest carrier, I[ndiGo,
expanded domestic capacity 6%
to 23.04 million seats and new-
comer Akasa Air grew 9% to
1.63 million seats, according to
data from aviation analytics
firm OAG reviewed by Mint.
Seats are a measure of capacity
for airlines.

The move reflects pressures
that analysts say have pushed
Air India's network strategy
into what one expert calls ‘sur-
vival mode’. Domestic jet fuel
prices surged by over 94%
between February and May,
and airspace over Pakistan has
been shut since April 2025.

Subsequent closures over
Iran, Iraq, and West Asia due to
the war have forced longer
flight times and steeper operat-
ing costs on international
routes.

Aggravating the issue is a

%\“'\m\n

Rising jet fuel costs and war-
related airspace closures hit

Air India operations.  REUTERS
shrinking fleet: the Air India
group operated around 258 air-
craft in April-May, down 11%
from a year ago, with Air India
alone having some 21 planes
grounded, double last year's
figure, and Air India Express
sitting with nearly 12 aircraft
idle, almost three times the
year-ago number, according to
Gagan Dixit, senior vice presi-
dent-Aviation, Oil and Gas, at
Elara Capital.

Air India, Air India Express,
IndiGo and Akasa Air are yet to
respond to a guestionnaire
from Mint.

The FY26 annual report of
Singapore Airlines, which has a
25.1% stake in Air India, states
that Air India could report a
$2.8-billion loss in the last fis-
cal. The Indian carrier is yet to
declare its FY26 numbers.

IndiGo and Akasa both have
more planes in the air com-

pared with last year, he said.
IndiGo's operating fleet is up
6% to 366 aircraft this summer,
while Akasa's has risen nearly
30% to 38.

“Over the last 10-12 months,
Air India at a group level has
taken just 7 narrow-body air-
craft deliveries from Boeing. On
the other hand, IndiGo had 44
deliveries from Airbus, indicat-
ing that it is replacing the old
fleet with more fuel-efficient
planes to bring down costs and
tap the market better. Akasa is
having one plane delivered a
month, on average, ramping up
its fleet. Air India needs to look
into the delivery of aircraft too,
if it has to increase domestic
presence,” Dixit said.

Aviation expert and chief
executive of Pune-based Avia-
laz Consultants, Sanjay Lazar
said Air India’s network plan-
ning ‘has gone into survival
mode’ to protect ‘the more
profitable routes’.

Lazar said the Air India
group’'s sharpest reductions
were in tier Il cities, where
capacity is down by 12%. This
reflected “Air India's Wartime
strategy” where the group is
“preserv{ing) its premium traf-
fic whilst avoiding competing
head-on with IndiGo/Akasa in
smaller regional markets.”

“This is true of the 25
December-26 April matrix that
we have studied. Air India also
pulled out some narrow bodies
to deploy them internationally
to Hanoi, Manila, etc.,” Lazar
said.
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Air India flight grounded after tail strikes runway

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: An Air India aircraft
from Delhi to Bengaluru had to
be grounded after its tail struck
the runway while landing at the
airport on Thursday.

Officials in the know of the
incident from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said they have begun their inves-
tigation into the matter. “The
operating pilots have been off
rostered pending investigation,”
one of the officials said.

Air India confirmed the inci-
dent and said, “Flight AI2651

WHILE THE PLANE
LANDED SAFELY,
THE OPERATING
PILOTS WERE

OFF ROSTERED
PENDING
INVESTIGATION

operating from Delhi to Benga-
luru on 21 May experienced a
tail-strike during landing. The
aircraft landed safely, and all
passengers and crew disem-
barked normally.”

It further stated, “The aircraft

has been grounded for detailed
inspection. The incident will be
investigated in accordance with
established procedures, in coor-
dination with the relevant regu-
latory authorities.”

The airline also confirmed as
aresult of the incident, its subse-
quent flight, AI2652 from Benga-
luru to Delhi was cancelled.

“Alternative arrangements
are being made to accommodate
affected passengers at the earli-
est...Air India regrets the incon-

venience caused. The safety of

our passengers and crew
remains our highest priority,”
the airline spokesperson said.

A second official said, “The
incident took place due to wake
turbulence. The pilots decided to
goaround at the last minute due
to it.” Another official said: “A
freight B747, had just taken off
before the Air India flight
attempted to land. The A321 air-
craft then performed a go-
around due to wing disturban-
ces.”

Fire in flight engine

AT 2802 from Bengaluru to Delhi
declared full emergency at Delhi
airport due to fire in one of its
engines. It landed safely at run-
way 29R at around 9.30pm. The

aircraft that had 171 passengers
on board, however had to be
towed away.

An Air India spokesperson
said, “...During the aircraft’s final
approach into Delhi, the cockpit
crew received a fire indication
from one of the engines. The
indication was subsequently
confirmed as true. The crew fol-
lowed all standard operating
procedures and landed the air-
craft safely at Delhi airport. All
passengers and crew are safe
and have disembarked normally.

Air India is immediately initi-
ating a full investigation into the
cause of the incident...”



AIRPUH ISAUT HCJFPFT Y UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

PATNA

21 MAY 2026

{ CABINET DECISIONS } FIRST REGULAR DIRECT FLIGHT FROM ANY BIHAR CITY TO INTERNATIONAL DESTINATION

Bihar govt greenlights direct
Gaya-Bangkok IndiGo flights

Subhash Pathak
subhash pathak@htlive.com

PATNA: Gaya Ji, a religiously
famed town of Bihar, is set pop
up on the international flight
routes with the state govern-
ment on Wednesday giving its
commitment to pay up to 10.40
crore to the InterGlobe Aviation
Limited, which operates IndiGo
flight, as viability gap funding
(VGF) for a period of one year.

The payment of VGF to
IndiGo was approved at a cabi-
net meeting chaired by chief
minister Samrat Choudhary, in
which a total of 13 proposals
were cleared.

Briefing media persons after
the meeting, additional chief
secretary, cabinet, Arvind
Kumar Chaudhary said that the
IndiGo was selected to operate a
biweekly fight between Gaya
and Bangkok, as it happened to
be sole bidder for the route.
“The state government has

selected the carrier to make the
route viable,” added the ACS..

Gaya will be the only town in
the state to be connected with a
regular direct flight to any inter-
national destination. Earlier,
Air India, then a government
owned airline, used to operate a
direct flight between Patna and
Kathmandu in Nepal prior to
1999.

Officials are hopeful this
direct link will give a real boost
to Buddhist tourism. Thailand
has long been an important
source of pilgrims to Bodh
Gaya, the sacred site of Bud-
dha's enlightenment. Easier
travel is expected to bring more
visitors, helping hotels, taxis,
local shops, handicrafts and the
wider economy while creating
jobs both directly and indirectly.

On the industrial front, the
Cabinet sanctioned land acqui-
sition and financial support for
building a reservoir to ensure
reliable water supply to the

Integrated Manufacturing Clus-
ter at Dobhi in Gaya Ji. The
cluster is coming up under the
Amritsar-Kolkata Industrial
Corridor.

The National Industrial Cor-
ridor Development Corporation
estimates the initial water
requirement at 8.5 million litres
per day, which could go up to 19
million litres later. To meet this,
the water resources department
will build a reservoir with 8.5
million cubic metres capacity
on around 324 acres of land.
The Cabinet has approved ¥428
crore for the project. Once
ready, it is expected to help
attract industries and generate
employment in the region.

In a separate move to
strengthen border security, the
government approved the crea-
tion of a new post of Inspector
General of Police (Border)
under the Special Branch. The
officer will focus on better mon-
itoring, intelligence gathering

and coordination along Bihar's
international and inter-state
borders.

The cabinet also cleared the
“Young Professional Selection
Policy-2026" for the Depart-
ment of Science, Technology
and Technical Education. The
policy is aimed at bringing in
bright young talent quickly for
technical, research and special-
ist roles, with an eye on improv-
ing innovation and efficiency in
the department and its institu-
tions. Additionally, the indus-
tries department gave the green
light, along with incentives, to
two private projects worth a
combined 16163 crore —a rice
mill in Nalanda and an ethanol
plant in Kaimur. These units are
expected to provide direct
employment to 278 people. In
another decision, the Pancha-
yati Raj Department released
over 3747.97 crore to
strengthen primary healthcare
services in rural areas.
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Sunbird France 02 5AS is seeking enforcement of
a UK court judgement against the airline.  meurms

Spice)et faces legal
heat from lessor

nanother legal sethack for cash-strapped
I airfline Spicelet, France-based aircrafl engine

bessorSunbird France 02 5A%5 has meved the
Delhi higrh court secking enforcement ofa Uk
court judgement directing the airine o pay
nearly 358 million inunpaid lease rentals and
maintenance dues linked (o three aircraft
engines, adding to the carrier’s mounting
litigation burden amid ongoing financial stress,

The case came up for hearing before Justice
Vilsas Mahajan on Thursday, who ashked
Spaceet o file an affidavit disclosing its assets.
However, senior advocate Amit Sibal, appearing
foor the airline, sougeht time (o oblaininstroctions
on the s, The next hearing will be on
Muonday on the question of whether Spicebet
should be directed to disclose its assels,

The procesdings stem from a judgement
delivered by the Commervial Court in London
on 13 March. KIRISHNA ¥ ADAY
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B’luru: Air India plane
experiences tail strike

NEW DELHI: An Air India
aircraft, with 181 passengers
onboard, suffered a tail strike
during landing at the Benga-
huru airport on Thursday mom-
ing and the plane has been
grounded for a detailed inspec-
tion. The aidine's narrow-body
A32] aircraft was operating the
flight Al12651 from Delhi to

urn

An Adr India spokesperson
said the plane “experienced a
tail-strike during landing”

The aircraft landed safely,
amd all passengers and crew dis-
embarked normally, the spokes-
person said. A source said the
plane experienced “wake tur-
bulence™ when it was dose
to land, following which the
pilot decided to perform a go
around manoeuvre. During
the manocwvre, there was a tail
strike, the source added.

The "wake turbulence” was

caused due to the take-off of a
wide-body aircraft in the vicn-
ity, the source said.

Specific details about the
wide-body plane could not be
ascertained. The source said
there were 181 passengers
anboard the aircraft that oper-
ated the flight AI2651.

The Air India spokesper-
son said the plane has been
grounded for detailed inspec-
tion and the incident will be
investigated in accordance with
estahlished procedures, in coor-
dination with the relevant regu-
latory authorities.

“As a result, the return flight
Al2652 from Bengaluru to
Delhi has been cancelled. Alter-
native arrangements are being
made to accommodate affected
passengers at the earliest. Our
ground teams in Bengalura are
providing all necessary assis-
tance,” he said. AGENCIES
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Al plane with 181 passengers suffers
tail strike while landing in B’luru

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Bengaluru

AN Alr India Airbus A321 air-
craft suffered a tail strike while
landing at Bengaluru's Eempe-
gowda International Airport
on Thursday after encounter-
ing wake turbulence caused by
a departing Boeing 747 aircraft,
sources said.

The Air India flight AI2G51,
operating from Delhi to Ben-
galuru, was approaching the
runwa¥ when a Boeing 747,
known for its massive size and
engine thrust, took off ahead
of it from the same runway, the
sources added.

Sources said the large aircraft
gpenerated strong “wake turbu-
lence”, a phenomenon caused
by disturbed air currents left be-
hind by an aireraft during take-
off. “It was not weather-related

T
—

turbulence or gusty winds. This
was a case of wake turbulence,”
a source said.

According to sources, the pi-
lot realised the aireraft was be-
ing affected by the turbulence
and immediately decided to
abort the landing and carry out
a precautionary go-around ma-
noeuvre. During the manoeu-
vre, the aireraft’s tail struck the
runway. The incident oceurred

between 1lam and noon.

“The pilot was cautious
enough to immediately take a
go-around call. It was the right
thing to do,” the source added,
noting that the incident was
not attributed to pilot error In
a statement, an Al spokesper-
son said, "Flight AI265]1 experi-
enced a tail-strike during land-
ing. The aircraft landed safely,
and all passengers and crew
disembarked normally”

The airfine said the aircraft
has been grounded for detailed
inspection and the incident will
be investigated in accordance
with established procedures in
coordination with aviation reg-
ulatory authorities.

Az a result of the incident,
the return flight AI2652 sched-
uled from Bengaluru to Delhi
was cancelled.
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The Statesman

LG Sinhaunveilsnew
helipadfor VaishnoDevi
shrine pilgrims

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Jantm, 21 May

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on  Thursday
inaugurated the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Helipad at Village
Hutt, Katra. He said said that
the integrated aviation facility
willstreamline heli-operations,
enhancing heli connectivity,
safety and convenience for
pilgrims visiting the holy
shrine of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi

“This helipad has been
developed in strict compliance
with the safety and operational
norms laid down by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA),

The facility places a
paramount emphasis on
passengersafety, security, and
seamless travel experience,
meeting the growing heli-services
demand of the devotees. It
willalso provide a significant
boost to religious tourism in
the region,” Sinha said

It is pertinent to mention
that the Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board, in
collaboration with the Shri
Shiv KhoriShrine Board, has

undertaken development of

a modern Helipad/Heliport
at Village Hutt, Katra as well
as at Shiv Khori, to ensure
convenience, safety and
accessibility for pilgrims
undertaking helicoptertravel
to holy shrines.
Theinfrastructure is based
on technical inputs from
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), and
operational requirements
assessed by the Board. Itis
capable of accommodating
enhanced passenger handling

and helicopter operational
capacity, including future
shifting of the existing Serli
Helipad operations toVillage
Hutt.

The project includes
construction of the helipad
andallied aviation infrastructure,
development of a 1.10 km
approach road, creationof an
expanded terminal building
with passenger amenities
suich as waiting halls, ticketing
and refund counters, reception
areas, offices and security
cabins, as well asconstruction
of a modern hangar Facility
and associated operational
infrastructure,

The Facility also includes
provision of safety, security,
sanitation, parking, utility
Services, emergency response
systemns andquene management
facilit ies necessary for efficient
heliport operations.

The project aims to create
sufficient operational capacity
for present and fiture helicopter
traffic while addressing safety
ooncernsrelated tohelicopters
flying over Katra town,

It also streamlines and
professionalizes heliservices
through centralized
management and operation
by Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board, leveraging its
long-standing expertise in
heli operations.

Fri, 22 May 2026
https://epaper.thestatesm
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‘Saw Al-I71 pilot’s
body gripping yoke’

Ahmedabad: A man who lost
thres family members in the
ALLT] crash in June lnst vear
has claimed that he saw the bo-
v of the fight's captain inside
the mortunry in Ahmedabad
I a seated position with his
handsstillgrippingthe plane’s
controls, The elaims of Romin
Viohra, aresident of Khedadis-
trict, have surfaced amid con-
tinuing disousslons over the
circumstances leading to the
crash

An officinl of a US-hased
firm, claiming to be represen-
ting families of more than 10
vietims, said the crash must be
examined by “truly Indepen
dent experis” before blaming s
“singleperson” forthe seily

The London-bound Alr In-
dia fMight ARIT1 that erashed
moments after taking ofl from
the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Alrport on June
12 was operated by pilot-in-
command Captain  Sumest
Sabharwal amd co-pilot Copta-
in Clive Hunder.

Speaking
to PTTover the
phone on Tues

A Kheda resident who |ost three
family members in the crash has
made the claim

nddbed, “1 recognbged him from
the uniform."” he s i
“Heing from the met
wie can ident ify bosdies from he-
lght, weight snd physical
structure. Later, when | saw
photographs of Captain Sab-
harwal, | became sure that the
body [ saw wus indead

hia.”
Meanwhile, US-ba-
sedd  legal  firm

Chi o Law,
MLI"ER whﬁﬂimtmed':l

i Ao P N]GH'['MAR repredent Tamili

technician said, “My brather,
his daughterand my sunt died
inthecrash. | haid gone to iden-
Lify thean a day after the cash
Sinee I am from the medical fi-
eld apil hivve some cantacts, |
got permission to go inside the
mortuary, " he said. Vohra said
Captnin Snbharwal's body was
kept separately from atherson
ong side of a table. “At that -
me, the body wos stiff ond ina
sitting position, as if he was
still on his seat.” he claimed.
“His hands were holding the
steering (control yoke or co-
lummi. His legs were bent the
way a soaled person's legs p-
main hent, while his arms we-
to stretched forward,” Vehra

es of 15 vietims,
called for an Independent in-
vestigation. “The reported ac-
count that Captain Sumest
Sabharwal was found bna sea-
ted position, still gripping the
yoke, ralses serious questions
that cannot be ignored,” Ay-
ush Hajpal, case manager at
the firm, said in a statement.
“Everytechnical, mechani
cal, electrical and human fac
tor” connected to the crash
sl be exarmined by "ty b
dependent experts” before bis-
ming a “single person” for the
tragedy, Ralpal said. “The fa-
milies deserve the truth, not a
fuick conclusion that protects
powerful companies or instito-
Hons,” the stajement sald, em
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Southwest Airlines opens first
GIC outside US in Hyderabad

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: American carri-
er Southwest Airlines on Wed-
nesday opened its first global
innovation centre outside the
United States in Hyderabad,
markingamajor expansion of
its business and technology
operations into India.

The new facility, spread
over 20,000sq ft with a capacity
to accommodate 200 techies, is
planned to be scaled up to 1,000
engineers and tech professio-
nals over the next few years.

The GCC, to be operated
through the carrier's wholly
owned subsidiary, Southwest
Airlines India Private Limi-
ted, will support engineering,
analyties, enterprise techno-
logy, cybersecurity digital

MAJOR EXPANSION

platforms and next-genera-
tion product development.
Southwest said the Hyde-
rabad facility will integrate
with its global network and
help build capabilities in arti-
ficial intelligence, data scien-
ce, digital engineering and bu-
siness operations and is part
of the carrier’'s broader inno-
vation roadmap aimed at im-
proving secure, reliable and
efficientairline operations.
Inaugurating the facility,
IT minister Sridhar Babu said

Southwest’s decision to set up
its GIC here reflects Hydera-
bad’s strategic importance in
shaping the future of global
mobility, aviation enginee-
ring, aerospace and next-gen
technology innovation.

“More than 25 vears ago,
Hyderabad laid the founda-
tion for India’s modern avia-
tion ecosystem with oneof the
country's first private airport
initiatives under the PPP mo-
del. Since then, the city has
evolved into one of India’s lea-
ding aviation, aerospace and
space-tech hubs. Alongside
prestigious institutions such
as DRDO, RCI and DMRL, Hy-
derabad is steadily emerging
asastrategic centre where av-
iation, space-tech, defence and
deep-tech are converging at
scale,” hesaid.
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Al plane lands
safely after
fire in engine

New Delhi: Pilots opera-
ting Air India’s Bengalu-
ru-Delhi flight on Thurs-
day night declared a full
emergency after getting
engine fire warning in the
flicht deck. The aircraft
landed safelv at IGT Air-
port's runway 29R at 9.30
prm, where operations we-
re suspended for a while.

“Pilots got engine fire
warning just before lan-
ding. The same was ex-
tinguished after landing,”
say sources, The aircraft,
Airbus A321 (VT-CIO),
was towed from the run-
way and passengers were
disembarked. All the abo-
ut 180 people on board are
learnt to be safe. A DGCA
team has begun its probe.

In a statement, Al sa-
id: “During the aircraft’s
final approach into Del-
hi, the cockpit crew recei-
ved a fire indication from
one of the engines. The
indication was subsequ-
ently confirmed as true.
The crew followed all
standard operating pro-
cedures and landed the
aircraft safelv at Delhi
airport.” mn
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-G inaugurates helipad in Katra for
Vaishno Devi, Shiv Khori pilgrims

JAMMU, MAY 21
Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor (LG) Manoj
Sinha on Thursday inaugu-
rated a newly-constructed
helipad in Katra to stream-
line helicopter services for
pilgrims wvisiting the Mata
Vaishno Devi and Shiv
Ehori shrines.

The facility, built at a cost
of around Rs 27 arore, will
improve connectivity and
provide major relief to devo-
tees travelling to the twin
shrines, officials said,
adding that helicopter serv-
ices from Katra to Shiv
Ehori will commence soon.

Addressing reporters after
inaugurating the helipad at
Katra, Sinha sad the Mata
Vaishno Devi Board and the
ShivEhori Board — both civ-
il authorities — have jointhy
developed the facility.

“Tt 15 a very modern heli-
port, desipned keeping in
view passenger facilities and
with full emphasis on safe-
tv.” he said,

Helicopters & the Shi MataVaishno Des Helipad at Huttvillage, Katra s

The L-G said the heliport
has been constructed in
acoomance with the Direc-
torate General of Chvil Avia-
tion's (DGCA) norms.

*From here, devotees vis-
iting Shiv Khori can also
travel by helicopter for
darshan. As demand for
helicopter services was
increasing, especially
among Mata Vaishno Devi
pilgrims, we decided to

construct a modern and
highly-safe helipad as per
the DGCA norms,” he said.

Sinha expressed hope that
improved faclities would
benefit devotees at  both
shrnes and boost relipious
tourism in the region.

Katra already has two heli-
pads at Katra city and San-
Jichat to ferry pilprims visit-
ing the cave shrine of Mata
Vaishno Devi.— PTI
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