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Scope of Aeronautical Engg in
Light of the Upcoming Navi
Mumbai Int’l Airport

India's aviation sector is poised for a monumental leap
with the upcoming MNavi Mumbai Intemational Airport
(NMIA}, a landmark project set to redefine air travel and
catalyze economic growth, This state-of-the-art airport,
one of the largest planned in India, is expected to handle
60 million passengers annually in its initial phase, with
potential to double thatcapacity in the future. For aspir-
in%engineers. particularly in asronautical en%inaerin i
NMIA cpens a world of opportunities, and A. C. Patil Col-
lege of Engineering in Kharghar, Navi Mumbai, is step-
ping up to meet this demand with its new four-year B.E.
in Aeranautical Engineering, affiliated with the Univer-
sity of Mumbai, starting in 2025, Located just kilometers
from Kharghar, NMIA will be a hub of innovation, featur-
ing edvanced air traffic management, modern runway
systems, efficient cargo handﬁr? ,and seamless passen-
ger services. [ts proximity offers students at A, C, Patil
College unigue advantages, including access tointemn-
ships, industrial visits, and collaborations with aviation
stakeholders. The airport will drive demand for skilled
professionals in aircraft maintenance, airport opera-
tions, avionics, and emerging fields like drone technol-
ogy and sustainable aviation.
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Indiaon 15 May withdrew the security clesrances of Celetls ndian
pirport Services B, citing nstonal sedority fisks BLOCr IR

Turkey’s Celebi says
India’s withdrawal of

clearance hurting biz

T T
prijanka gawarceflivesont com
WILREEL

lebi Avwation Hokding,

0 Turlidsh grouned han-
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Lo, b ihies Dhellad Hligh Counrt
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ral justiee, and that the move
haed affected b business opeer-
aticns A the country.
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i v i Do el bl
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Rty bacloed Puld st nned eri-
chzed Inddn’s strikes on ferror
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dhoar, Lanchied et aliationio
the deadly Pakistan-speinserl
terror aiteck on 22 April in
Jmma anid hashmie's Pahal-
igurm et kil lesd 26 toarrists,

Thee povermmiad, however,
slowid fs gromna, psserting that
It lsi] the powers 10 revolks
secnrity chearnneess and it does
el T i sl Domy e srEs
while prostecting the notlomal
secuiriny and soverckgmty ofile
iy,
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given. 1 was a balt From the
i Withiout hearing, witls-
e o, without measan. "
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slon came ambd growlog
demand for bovestiing the
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bul, Turkey—a coumiry that
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recen! escalation of teslons
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Celebi: Not given

hearing or notice

before clearance
was revoked

Mew Delhl: Turkive-hased Ce-
lebil Alrport Serviees i Lid
suhmittes]l before Delhi HC
Wodnesday that Bupesi of Ciyil
Aviation Security withdrow the
Arm’s security chearance with
O Y prbar notice oF oppori-
nbty loratiestring theceby s
g ing the regulations gowern
ing the sector as well as the
principles of natural justics
The company al2o insksed
that its workforoe was [ndian,
nnel pffered 10 replooe Turkish
stalf, if that wasn concern
Govt had revaled the securi-
by clspsesee of Celehi, which
hamles operations af mine ma
jor airports in Indin citing con
corns mver nEtionnl security fol
Low g Turkiye's support to Fa-
Kistan diir lng Op Sindooe:
Citing the Arcraft (Secur)
v Hulesa24, semior achmonde
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[l rizles i heas mace, e sakl
Acvording to mde 12 ol the
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Can suEnend § COTpamY s seon
“lesaramioe for v ba ome year
o cancel 11 entively, after pro-
yiding o hearing oppariuinity
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when entities Fall to comply
swrith the security clearanee con
ditims, programmes or rilkes
¥ have o hav reasons
Heasons to be remorded In weit-
kng rules out sublectivily™ Ro
hatpd sail. seeking transporen
ey om Cenira'sdocision
Cebedbd obgected to goat sub-
miatling ihe grounds fior pevoca-
tion ol dearance in o sealed e
sedape to the coart, Centre Mon
iy hael said revealing the roa
sans - coidd  horm  national
Eisleresis. Cenire will prosent
bz arpiments Thursday, e
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Threats to airport staff may
land you on no-flyer list

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Now, threaten-
ing frontline staff with vio-
lence at airports could lead
to unruly passengers being
put on the no-fly list, just as
it's done for passengers air-
lines staff on board aireraft,
Airports might also have
display boards soon, warning
peopleagainstmaking videos
of hapless ground staff.
Sources in the airline in-
dustry said airline officials
are hardly found at boarding
gates where passengers often
vent their ire following long
delays or last-minute cancel-
lations, leaving frontline
staff tofend for themselves.
Union aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu has set up

a panel to review the existing
civil aviation requirements
{CARs) of DGCA to ensure
more effective and speedy re-
dressal of two major passen-
ger grievances — refund of
airline tickets to passengers
and facilities to be provided
by airlines if passengers are
denied boarding, flichts get
cancelled or delayved.

Headed by a senior DGCA
official, the panel had its first
meeting earlier this month to
work on revising passenger-
centric rules “in line with in-
ternational best practices”.

Ontheissueof ensuring
safety for frontline staff,
the panel decided that
“ground staff must be ade-
guately protected from an-
gry passengers in case of
flight disruptions.”
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Threats to airport staff may
land you on no-flyer list

New Delhi: Now, threatening
frontline staff with violence
at airports could lead to unru-
ly passengers being put on the
no-fly list, just as it’s done for
passengers heckling airlines
staff on board aircraft, re-
ports Saurabh Sinha.

Airports might also have
display boards soon, warning
people against making videos
of hapless ground staff. Sour-
cesintheairline industry said
airline officials are hardly fo-
und at boarding gates where
passengers often vent their
ire following long delays or
last-minute cancellations, lea-
ving frontline staff to fend for
themselves.

Union aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu has set up

a panel to review the existing
civil aviation requirements
of DGCA to ensure more ef
fective and speedy redressal
of two major passenger grie-
vances refund of airline
tickets to passengers and faci-
lities to be provided by airli-
nes if passengers are denied
boarding, flights get cancelled
or delayed.

The panel had itsfirst mee-
ting earlier this month to
work on revising passenger-
centric rules “in line with in-
ternational best practices”.
On the issue of ensuring safe-
ty for frontline staff, the panel
decided that “ground staff
must be adequately protected
from angry passengers in ca-
seof flight disruptions.”
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Interglobe Aviation (Q4 net soars 627 to
13,067 cr on record passenger volumes

CRUISING ALTITUDE. Revenue from operations grew by 24 per cent y-o-y to ¥22,151.9 crore

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

IndiGo airline operator In-
terglobe Aviation on Wed-
nesday reported a 61.9 per
cent rise in consolidated net
profit for the fourth quarter
(Q4) of financial year 2024-
25 (FY25) at 33,067.5 crore
from¥1,894.8 crore reported
during the same period last
year.

This rise in profit was at-
tributed to record passenger
volumes as well as healthy
demand.

The company’s board re-
commended a dividend of
%10 per equity share subject
to the approval of the share-
holders of the company at
the upcoming annual general
meeting (AGM).

The payment of dividend
will be completed within 30
days of declaration at the
AGM.

Consolidated  revenue
from operations for the

Soaringﬁigh

Q4 Fy24 Q4 FY25 y-0-y % change
Net profit (¥ cr) 1,894.8 3,067.5 61.9
Total income (¥ cr) 18,505.1 23,097.5 24.8
Passengers (in cr) 2.67 3.19 19.6

Sauree: IndiGo

budget airline grew by 24 per
cent year-on-year (y-o-y) to
x22,151.9 crore from
T17,825.3 crore.

Sequentially, revenue re-
mained flat compared to
$22,110.7 crore.

IndiGo’s earnings before
interest, tax, depreciation,
amortisation and rent (Ebit-
dar) also rose sharply to

¥6,948.2 crore from ¥4,412.3
crore a year ago, with mar-
gins expanding to 31.4 per
cent from 24.8 per cent.

INDIA-PAK FALLOUT

As per the quarterly results,
IndiGo flew 19.6 per cent
more passengers in the
period under review, to 31.9
million.

The carrier’s
earnings before
interest, tax,
depreciation,
amortisation and
rent rose sharply
to 36,948.2 crore
from 34,412.3 crore;
margins expanded
to 31.47%

The airline said the im-
pact of the air space restric-
tions owing to India-
Pakistan hostilities will be
felt in the forthcoming
results.

“The fourth quarter was
very strong; April started
strong, and clearly May will
be a dampener,” IndiGo
CEO Pieter Elbers told re-
porters.

“But, looking at where we
are today, and how quickly
after the ceasefire the traffic
is returning, we’re confident

that yes, May will be lower,
but basically, yet from June,
we will see a recovery of the
traffic,” he added.

However, on the full finan-
cial year 2024-25 basis, Indi-
Go’s net profit declined by
11.2 per cent to ¥7,258.4
crore onayear-on-year basis.

“We are proud to report
healthy financial perform-
ance for this quarter and the
financial year 2025 as we re-
ported a net profit of
¥7,258.4 crore.”

“Our sustained perform-
ance is the result of record
passenger volumes, opera-
tional efficiencies, agility and
commitment demonstrated
by IndiGo employees,” El-
bers said.

EU OPERATIONS

“As we build on this mo-
mentum, we will continue to
focus on cost leadership and
further internationalisation
with the start of our

European operations,” he
added.
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Domestic air passenger traffic rises

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Healthy demand, coupled
with  capacity addition,
pushed India’s domestic pas-
senger traffic higher by 8.45
per cent in April on a year-
on-year basis.

According to data released
by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), In-
dia’s scheduled domestic
flight operators ferried over
1.43 crore passengers last
month, up from 1.32 crore in
April 2024.

On a sequential basis, pas-
senger traffic had grown by
over 8 per cent in March
2025 toaround 1.45 crore.

“Passengers carried by do-
mestic airlines during Janu-
ary-April 2025 were 575.13
lakh against 523.46 lakh dur-
ing the corresponding period
of the previous year, thereby
registering an annual growth
of 9.87 per cent and monthly

TAKING WINGS. IndiGo achieved the highest market
share among all the domestic airlines

growth of 8.45 per cent,” the
DGCA said in its monthly
passenger traffic report.

TOP PERFORMER

Notably, airline major In-
diGo achieved the highest
market share among all the

domestic airlines during the
month under review.

The airline increased its
market share to 64.1 per cent
in April from 64 per cent in
March. It ferried 91.72 lakh
passengers last month, com-
pared to 93.09 lakh in March.

over 8% in April on healthy demand

MARKET SHARE UP
Similarly, Air India and Air
India Express posted market
share gains.

The group improved its
market share from 26.7 per
cent in March to 27.2 per
cent in April, with 38.90 lakh
passengers flown.

HEADWINDS

Besides, Akasa Air's market
share saw a standstill at 5 per
cent after carrying 713,000

passengers  during  the
month.
Furthermore, Alliance

Air’s share remained con-
stant at 0.5 per cent, carrying
0.76 lakh passengers.

In contrast, Spicelet’s
market share declined to 2.6
per cent in April from 3.3 per
cent in March.

The airline ferried 3.79
lakh passengers last month.
Additionally, Star Air main-
tained its market share at 0.4
per cent, carrying 0.62 lakh
passengers.
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IndiGo posts best ever
Q4 profit o 3,068 crore

Surge driven by
Mahakumbh,
extended wedding
sSCason, L‘imﬂﬂ{_'.
other factors

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhe, 21 May

India’s largest airine, IndiGo. on
Wednesday reported its highest
ever consalidated net profit for the
fourth quarter. The frm's profit
rose G1.9 per cent year-on-year (Y-o-
¥to 3,068 crore, driven by a surge
in travel demand during the Maha-
kumbh in Prayagraj, an extended
wedding season. a sharp reduction
in the number of grounded aircraft
over the last few guarters, and ef-
fective cost controd.

The consolidated net profit for
F¥25 stood at 7,258 crore, a drop of
1.2 per cent Y-o-Y. "There was a
temporary moderation in demand,
led by elections and heatwave, in
the first half of the year™ IndiGo
Chief Expoutive Ofhicer (CEQ) Ficter
Elbers said during the post-results
conferenoe call with analysts.

“In the fourth quarter, we served
the hizhest number of passengers
in any quarter. We also posted the
highest fourth-quarter profit for

Flying high

Consofidated figures for IndiGo

Q4FYZ5 | Q-0Q | Yo

(Rer) | chy (%) | chg (%)

Total income Bess! 05! B
Totalewpenses 193281 261 1)
Proftsftertzx 30681 2531 619

Sowrce: Campany

‘All within air services agreement':
IndiGo defends Turkish airlines deal
IndiGo CEQ Pieter Elbers on Wednesday defended the airline’s
codeshare and aircraft leasing amangernent with Turkish Airlines,
stating that the operations are fully within the framework of the
bilateral air services agreement signed between India and Turkey. ©1
think it important o recognise that the operation tolstanbul is
taking place in the context of the airservice agreement between India
and Turkey.” he stated. Relations between India and Turkey have
nosedived during thae last few weeks, after Turkey repeatedly
extended il diplomatic and military support to Peldstan. es REPoRTER

any year since our inception,” he
added.

Operational effiiencies  also
played a role, with the number of
grounded sircraft, which had
peaked in (2 at mid-70s, falling to
505 by Q4. Currently, the number
stands at 40s, Elbers stated. This
helped offset cost pressures from

forex fluctuations, aircraft rede-
Iveries, and maintenance.

IndiGo saw a net addition of 67
aircraft in Y235, For full FY26, its ca-
pacity growth is expected to be in
Iow double digits.

Elbers emphasised that oper-
ational dismuptions due to the clo-
sure of Pakistans airspace had been

limited. “0f the
2,200 daily
tlights, only 34 ame
taking extra flying time
{on average nearly 20
minttes]. We ane
taking  addi-
tional fuel,” he
explained.
IndiGo Chief Fi-
nancial (fficer Gauray
Megi said the airline wit-
nessed strong travel demand in
April. However, he acknowledged
that there was a noticeahle decline
in bookings and an uptick in can-
ceflations after the Pahalgam ter
rorist attack. “From April 22 until a
few days agp, the bookings saw a
decline. Mow, it is coming up,” he
noted. Expressing the hope of a
swift rebound, he added: “Let’s see
how fast the trend will reverse. We
are optimistic that by May-end or in
June, we will see a full recovery.”
Ominternational strategy, Elbers
highlighted that IndiGo was push-
ing into longer-hanl markets.
“Indian operatoes’ sharme was in
mid-30s until a few years ago. Over
the past years, this share has gone
up to 4546 per cent.” he said, citing
regional expansicn as the primary
driver.
“That iswhy we are now starting
tlights to destinations like Man-
chester,” he stated.
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IndiGo’s Q4 Profit Soars 62%
on Demand, Kumbh Tailwinds

Yield up 2.4%, load factor at 87.4%: betting on long-haul market to increase share: Elbers

Qur Bureau

New Delhi: IndiGo, India's largest
airline, posted a 62% on-vear rise
in net profit at € 3,067 crore in the
March quarter, fuelled by a travel
boom due to the Maha Kumbhmela
and wedding season. It was the se-
cond-highest guarterly profit for
the budget airline.

For the fiscal vear ended
March 31, IndiGoreporteda
11% decline in net pro-
fit at 7,258 crove
The company's bo-
ard announced adivi-
dend of 10 per share.

“It was an exceptionally strong

e b

fourth quarter with strong de-©

mands, a good execution of our
strategy and some events like the
Maha Kumbh obviously helping
the performance.” said Pieter El-
bers, CEQ of IndiGo

“Our sustained performance is
the result of record passenger vo-
lumes, operational efficiencies,
agility and commitment demonst-
rated by IndiGo emplovees.”

IndiGo's vields—a metric of pro-
fitability—increased 2.4% on-vear
to T 5.32 per kilometre last quarter.
Passenger load factor improved by
L1l percentage pointstoB7.4% .

Flying High

Load factor: Up to 87.4%
Expects the summer holiday
to drive traffic further

-lrlillili-l-liEl'innul-

Ll .

However, the airline
has been impacted by geopaoli-
tical tensions between India and
Pakistan. It faced largescale ticket
cancellations when India shut 32
airports earlier this month due to
the conflict with Pakistamn,

Chief financial officer Gaurav
MNegi said the trend of cancella-
tions hasstarted toreverse and he
expects the upcoming summer
holidays to further drive passeng-
er traffic.

“All these airports have opened
up and we think that the peak of
the cancellations have happened,

Kurmbh mela, wedding 5eason Imlped
“Co's second-highest quarterly profit in history

FY25 Profit: 27,258 crore, down 11.2%

INDIA-PAKISTAN
TENSION IMPACTS

Spurt of
cancellations last
week when 32
airports were shut
due to airspace
restrictions

CFO said trend of
cancellation has
started to reverse

bt the trend hasstarted toreverse
after the geopolitical events,” Ne-
gi said in a post-results call with
analysts.

[ndiGo also announced flights to
Amsterdam and Manchester from
July—its maiden foray into long-
haul fiving—using Boeing 787 air-
craft leased from European carrier
Norse Atlantic. Till now, IndiGo's
network remains limited in domes-
tic and up to six hours of flights to
international destinations.

Executives said the onboard expe-
rience will be noticeably different
from atypical no-firills IndiGo flight.

Flight to Srinagar
Hit by Hailstorm

Srinagar: A Srinagar-bound IndiGo
flight from Delhi with morethan 220
people, including TMC MPs, on board
encountered sudden hailstormon
Wednesday, prompting the pilot to
repart the “emergency” toair traffic
control at Srinagar. The aincraft later
landed safely here and has besn
grounded., officials said. S5ome pas-
sengers claimed that the nose of the
plane was damaged but there was no
official word anit. =PTI

All passengers, regandless of ca-
bin, willreceive twosetsof comple-
mentary hot meals—a first for the
carrier. In IndiGo Stretch premi-
im cabin, passengers will pget
complimentary lounge access.

Elbers highlighted that IndiGo is
pushing into longer-haul markets.
“Indianoperators’share wasinthe
mid-30s till a few vears ago, Over
the last few vears, thisshare has go-
e up to 45-46%," he sald, citing re-
gional expansion as the primary
driver, “That is why we are now
starting flights to destinations like
Manchester"”
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IN APRIL

Domestic Air Passenger
TrafficRises by 8.4%

NEW DELHI Indianairlines flew 14.3 million pas-
sengers on domesticroutes in April, an 8.4% increase
compared to the same month last year. In terms of
market share, IndiGo led with 64.1%, followed by Air
India Group (27.2%), Akasa Air (5%), and SpiceJet (2.6%), according to
the latest data from the Directorate General of Civil Aviation. The
report showed domestic airlines carried 57.5 million passengers in
January-April, up from 52.3 million in the same period last year.

FLIGHT OPERATIONS HIT AT DELHI AIRPORT DUE TO BAD WEATHER

Flight operations were hitat Delhi airport on Wednesday evening
due to heavy rains and thunderstorms.”Our on-ground teams are
diligently working with all stakeholders to ensure a seamless and
efficient passenger experience,” DIAL said ina post on X.=PTI
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IndiGo CEO
says lease deal
with Turkish

firmas perrules

SWaARAI BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, Hay 7

LOW-COST CARRIER INDIGD ix
compliant with all the regulatory
frmework and regulal o for using
afrcraft leased from its long-time
partnet Turkish Alrlines, wld CEQ
Picter Elbers on Wednesday, adding
that it is for the povernment to
decdeon renewal of leases

Companies from Turkeyopemt
ing m I nde have been ot the reoeivy
Ing end of a consumer backlash ln
the wake of increased tension
between India and Pakistan. Last
week mgulitony body Burmeauof Cll
Aviation Security mevoked the secu
rity dearanceof Turkish fiom Celeb
Airpnrl Services,a g;rrnlnrl |'I..'I:I'I.-|5|II'I.§_!
cOMmpany.

Recent reports stated that the
Centre & not keen on extending
IndiGao's bease Mgement wit hTwrk
Lsh adrlines, wiidy allows the Indian
carrier o operate on the Mumbai-
[Dielhi- Istanbul mute Theagreement
Isset ko expine on May 31,

IndiGoopemtestwoboang 777s,
L Frovem Therkeish AkrBines running
direct flightsto Istanbul having over
500 seats each, [t also offers cods-
share seats to more than 40 points in
Europe and the US thiough s par-
nershipwith the Turkish camrier.

“It ls bmportant o recognise that
the opetation to Istanbul is in the
context of the air service agreement
Destvemen lndia and Torkey, lodigo B
fully compliant with the repulatory
framework md regrulationswhich are
there. Wi have thonsands of ous
tomers booked mostlybeyond [stan-
bl said Hbers.
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Air passenger traffic
grows 8% in April
INDIAMN AIRLINES FLEW 1436
millian passengers on
domestic routes in Apnl, 8.45%
maore as compared to the year
ago period, amid rising air
traffic demand., In terms of
domestic market share, IndiGo
topped the |ist with 64.1% of
the pie, followed by Airindia
Group (27.2%), Akasa Air (5%)
and Spicelet (2,4%), according
to DGCA, —PTI
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PROFIT SURGES 62%TO %3,068 CR; REVENUE JUMPS 24%TO 22,152 CR

IndiGo logs best-ever Q4 profit
after soaring Mahakumbh sales

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Murnbai, May 21

INTERGLOBE AVIATION, WHICH
runs India’s largest carder IndiGo,
posted its best-ever March quarter
profits, rhling on robust demand foe
the Mahakumbh festival. With plane
seats in short supply, fares in Febru
ary had soared. The Gurugram-based
companyrecorded a consolidated net
profit of 3,068 crore in Q4FY25,a
6.2 %ojump yearon yearfy-o-v) ltalso
beat the consensis estimates from
Bloombergof €25 74crore

Pieter Elbers, CEQ, IndiGo, said
demand had beengood in the fourth
guarter as had the execution “with
Mahakumbh obviously helping "

IndiGo's Qb consolidated evenue
fomopemtons jumped 34%(y-o0-¥)
to €22,152 crore, beating the esti-
mateof 121,587 crove. The numberof
passengens carnied during the quarter
increased 20% y-o-vto 31,9 million
while the available seat kilometres
(ASK) increased by 21% to42.1 bil-
lion. The airline’s yield inceased by
248 tw €532 and load factor
improved by 1.1 points to87.4%%,

IndiGo hasguided forthe induc
tion of one plane every weekwhich
will help the airline keep pacewith

FLYING HIGH

InterGlobe Aviation (Indigo) consolidated financials
(% or) mQAFY2L BOQLFY2S &% change
Revenue

Ebitda et profit ,c\

e
i

Ebitda Met profit

margin %) margin (%)

@

the growing traffic."We are expect-
ing the Airbus X1 Rs to come within
this financial year, perhaps even
befom theend ofthis mlendaryear,
These will come in two-cabin con
figuration,” Elbers added.

The company also noted that the
response to its business class offer-
ing has been'‘good 'on allthesectors
it has offered. *We have seen faidy
good performance in the Delhi-
Mumbaisector, Itis mportant that
wecreate good market awareness
on this product. The response has
been very good on the Bangkok
route as well,” Elbers added,

IndiCGo is launching its *Stretch”

business dass product on 400of its
AirbusA 32 Inenaircmit Ofthese 16
aircraftarealreadyinuse. Delhi-Ben
galury, Delhi-Chennai and Delhi-
Hyd embad routes have seen busi
nessclassbeingoffered by theairine,
Asof March 31, IndiGohad atotal
cashbalanceof ¥4 8,1 70cmre, com-
prising 33,15 3 core of frre cash
and €15 017 croreof restricted cash,
IndiGGo was among the airlines
impacted by the closum of Pakistan
alrspace and the closure of a num-
ber of India airports in the curment
quarter, Two international routes —
Tashkent and Almaty — have been
suspended by the airline out of the

" Direct flightsto
UK, Netherlands
starting in July

INDIGO WILL START operat-
ing direct g hits from Mumbai
to Manchesteran d Amsterdam
with the leased Boeing 787-9
alreraft in july, and the services
tothe UK atywillalso mark the
akrline's long haul debut. The
airfine, which has been expancd-
ing its flect as well as overseas
connections, will commence
Mumbai-Manchester (UK)
flight from July 1 and the
Mumbai-Amsterdam  (the
Netherlands) service from july
1 sidardese. =P

total 41 that it opemtes. “There are
30-35flightswheretheavemgefly
ing time has increased inthe range
of 20 mins, We will reinstate
Tashkent and Alm atywhen the Pak
stan airspace reopens Out ofthe 32
airports closed, 11 were served by
IndiGo with total cancellations of
170 flights a day,” Elbers added.
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Govt unlikely to renew IndiGo pact with Turkish Airlines

IANS
New Delhi, May 19

The government is unlikely to extend
the commercial airline IndiGo's leas-
ing agreement with Turkizh Airlines
due to strained diplomatic relations
following Turkey's open support for
Pakistan after the Pahalgam terror
attack and Operation Sindoor launched
by India to avenge the killings of 26
tourists.

“The current pact, which enables
IndiGo to operate wide-body aircraft
on the Delhi-lstanbul route, expires
on May 3L The government review is
underway and the deal is unlikely to be
renewed given the broader diplomatic
context,” accord ing to an NDTV Profit
report, citing people m the know.

IndiGo currently operates over
500-zeater Atrbuz AZ30s on lease from
Turkish Airlines for its Istanbul
flight=. The partnership also includes
a codeshare deal that allows IndiGo
to sell connections to over 40 destina-
tions in Europe and North America

via Istanbul.

On Thursday, IndiGo defended the
collaboration, calling it “strategic”
and essential for offering Indian flvers
long-haul international access,

Apart from the vocal support during
the heinous Pahalgam massacre,
Turkev has also supplied drones to
Paldstan, which were used to attack
India during Operation Sindoor,

The iszue of renewal of the IndiGo
agreement with Turkish Airlines
comes up at a time when India is
already snapping ties with Turkish
buzinesses and universities.

The government on Thursday

revoked the security clearance for
Turkish ground-handling firm Celebi
Adrport Services at Indian airports,
due to national security concerns.

The Turkish company handled
around 70 per cent of the ground oper-
ations at Mumbai airport, including
passenger services, load contral, flight
operations, cargo and postal services,
warehouses and bridge operations.

Adani Airport Holdings has also
scrapped is agreement with Turkish
company DragonPass to provide the
latter's customers access to its airport
lounges.

*Our association with DragonPass,

which provided access to airport
lounges, has been terminated with
immediate effect. DragonPass cus-
tomers will no longer have access to
lounges at Adani-managed airports.
This change will have no impact on
the airport lounge and travel experi
ence for other customers,” the Adani
Airport Holdings spokesperson said
on Thursday,

Hundreds of Indian tourists have
cancelled their trips to Turkey and
Azerbatian as part of the nationalis-
tic backlash against these countries
for supporting Pakistan in the con-
flict with India. Leading online travel
booking platforms MakeMvTrip and
EaseMyTrip have reported mass can-
cellations and a sharp drap in Indian
tourists wanting to travel to Turkey
and Azerbaijan.

Similarly, many Indian universi-
ties, including Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Jamia Millia Islamia, and
Maulana Azad National Urdu Univer-
sity, have suspended academic ties
with Turkish institutions,
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IndiGo Q4 net surges
62% to 13,067 crore

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Budget airling IndiGo's pa-
rent InterGlobe Awiation
posted @ net profit of
13,067 crore for (MFY2S
and a net profit of 7,258
crore for FY25.

While the 04 net profit
saw a 6% year-on-year
growth, the annual net
profit declined by 11%.

The airline netted a total
income of 23,097 crore in
(4, which was 24.8% high-
er than (4 FY24, said Indi-
Go CEOD Pieter Elbers.

The performance was
aided by robust travel de-
mand with passenger nuam-
ber growing 21%, or 3.2
crore, for IndiGo last fiscal,

O the sticking point of
airline’s partnership with
Turkish  Airlines  under

The airline netted a total
Income of 323,097 crore in Q4

which IndiGo uses two
Boeing 777 aircraft for-
flights to Istanbul from Del-
hi and Mumbai and allows
passengers 1o connect to
Europe and U.5., the CED
said, “flight operations to
Istanbul are within the fra-
mework of the air service
pact between India and
Turkey. We are compliant
with all regulatory norms.”
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Delhi ﬂlght hit by hail in J &K

SRINAGAR: A Srinagar-bound
Indigo flight from Delhi with
more than 220 people on board
encountered a sudden hailstorm
leading to severe turbulence on
Wednesday, prompting the pilot
to report an “emergency” to Air
Traffic Control at Srinagar.

The flight, which was also car-
rying a five-member delegation
of Trinamool Congress, later
landed safely at Srinagar at
6.30pm, officials said.

“IndiGo flight 6E 2142 operat-
ing from Delhi to Srinagar
encountered sudden hailstorm en
route. The flight and cabin crew
followed established protocol and
the aireraft landed safely in Srina-
gar,” the airline said.

Some passengers said the nose
of the plane was damaged but
there was no official word on it.
Visuals on social media showed
damage totheaircraft’snose. e The damaged IndiGo flight which landed safely in Srinagar.  p1l
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Govt to decide deal with

Turkish carrier: IndiGo

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: IndiGo is fully
compliant with all regulatory
frameworks governing its oper-
ations with aircraft leased from
Turkish Airlines, IndiGo CEO
Pieter Elbers said on Wednes-
day, adding that the decision to
renew these leases lies with the
Indian government.

IndiGo operates direct
flights to Istanbul using two
Boeing 777 aircraft leased from
Turkish Airlines, and offers
codeshare connections to
Europe and the US through its
partnership with the Turkish
carrier.

“It is important to recognise
that the operation to Istanbul is
taking place in the context of
the Air Service Agreement
(ASA) between India and Tur-
key,” Elbers said during a
media interaction on the air-
line’s fourth-auarter and full-

year financial results for
2024-25.

“IndiGo is fully compliant
with all regulatory frameworks
and regulations which are
there. We have thousands of
Indian customers booked
mostly beyond Istanbul,”

The lease agreements with
Turkish Airlines for the Boeing
777s are valid until May 31.
“..The decision to renew these
leases lies with the Indian gov-
ernment,” Elbers noted.

The IndiGO CEO’s remarks
came days after the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
revoked security clearance for
Turkish company Celebi Air-
port Services India Pvt Ltd on
May 15, citing national security
cOoncerns.

The revocation of Celebi's
security clearance follows
mounting tensions between
India and Turkey over the lat-
ter's diplomatic and military
ties with Pakistan.
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INDIGO TO PAY
DIVIDEND AFTER
RECORD Q4 PROFIT

Daanish Anand

daanish.anand@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: IndiGo reported a
record fourth-quarter profit due
to a spike in travel during
Mahakumbh, prompting India’s
largest airline by market share
and fleet size to announce its
first dividend after five years.
InterGlobe Aviation Ltd,
which operates the carrier,
recorded a profit after tax (PAT)
of ¥3,068 cr in quarter ended
March, a jump of 61.9% from
21,895 crore a year earlier.
The company’s board recom-
mended a dividend of 210 per
equity share, subject to share-
holder approval. That's 100% on
a face value of 210 per share.
Total income for Q4 rose
24.8% year-on-year to 23,098
crore. Revenue from operations
rose 24.3% to 322,152 crore.
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Metro ops affected; 12 flights diverted to Jaipur, 1 to Mumbai

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 21

FOLUR PERSOMS were killed in
Delhi and Ghaziabad during a
major stormmn that hit el b -NCR
on Wednesday evening,. While
miany vehicles were damaged
and trees uprooted, traffic was
disrugpted at several locations,
and Metro services were af-
fected. Also, power outages be-
cause ol trees[dlingonelectnc-
ity lines were reported from
across the Capital

An unidentified man ina
whesichair dbed at Lohi Road af:
ter a high-beamn electnic cable fell
on him, Dethi Police said. In
Gokulpuri, a 22-year-ald man
named Azhar got trapped under
a tree and died. A resident of
Maujpur, he was dedared
brought dead at the bospatal

Kavinagar Assistant
Commissioner of Police
Swatantra Singh said that around
8 pm. information was received
that a 40-year-old man had died
after a tree fell on hum In
Ghaziabad “The man has been
identified & Muramil. He was
on a hike when the tree fell on
hirm.." he added. Also,a 38-year-
old woman died inChazabad af
ter the wall sl BMER Pubdic Schoal
colapsed onher fhugei Fouroth-
ers wareinjuredin the incdent.

Officers of the Delhi Fire
Services said they recerved more
than 25 calls about orees falling.

The IndiGo flight that hit
turbulence mid-air. n

Two tmees fell outside the
Nizamusddin police station, crush-
ing twecars, bn Teen Murmi, a Goa
wasdamaged due o aree faling.

Trees faling at mugtiple loca-
tions — Copernicus Marg, Teen
Muirti Marg, Mathura Road, and
KiG Marg. among others — dis-
rupted traffic in the Captal, the
De i Traffic Police said,

Metro operations wene also
affected, “Due to the sudden
windstorm, there has beensome
damage toOHE overhead equip-
ment) or external objects
falling/comngonto Metroiracks
at cerain locatkons.” a Metro
spokesperson said Normmal serv-
ices resumed on the Yellow Line
by #0105 pim and on the Red Line
by THOG p,

Meamwiule, 12 Bghis weredi

verted (o jaipur and one
Mumbai from Delhi Airport, a
sournce said, An IndiGo Might
heading to Srinagar from Delhi
faced severe turbulence and
damage, While the nose of the
aireraft suffered damage due to
the westher, the Might landed
saldly, Snnagar Airport Derector
Jawed Anjum said, On boand the
Might were Trinamool Congress
MPs Derek O'Brien, Sagarika
Ghose, Md Madiomol Haque and
Marmata Thakur.

Dethi alsowitnessed power
disruptions. With power lines
damaged by filling of trees, elec-
tricity supply was suspended to
manyaneas to prevent dectroc-
Hon. " power disruptions wene
wilnessed in areas across the
Capital, such as parts of Bawana,
Narela, Jahanginpur, Civil Lines,
Shakri Magar, Model Town,
Wazirahad, Dfwrpur, Buran,” Tata
PowerDDL which supplics power
1o Morth Diedbi, said. BSES, too, said
it had tocut poveer in several ar-
easio prevent Aectrcution

In MNoida, several areas like
Bisrakh Mar, DND fiyover, Film
Ciry, and Sector 52 Metmo SEtson,
wnw huge traffic

Whilethe main gate of Apex
Galf Avenue residential socety
in Greater Nosda West collapsed
during the rain and storm, at
least foasrcars were damaged at
Ajnara Homes after a tree [ell
over them In a similar incident,
an eucalypiustree wasuprooted |
on Dadri Road.
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‘UPTOGOVT TODECIDE ON TURKISH AIRCRAFT LEASES’

Turkish Airlines partnership “fully
compliant’ with govt rules: IndiGo CEO

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHL MAY 21

AMID THE backlashin India over
Turkey'ssupport for lslamabad in
the | neba-Pabastan condlict, India's
largest aidine [ndiGo on
Wl sl ay skl that the carier's
codeshare partnership with
Turkish Al and the operation
of damp-leased wade-body jets
between the two countries ae
fully compliant with all Indian
rules and regulations, and are
strctly wathin the lramework ol
the IncEa-Turkey hilteralairsery-
icesagreement.

On the upcomeng renewal of
the damp hease arrangement,
IndiGo CED Pieter Elbers said that
it is o the Indian govermment o
decide, and the airine will have
fallback plans in case of changes
in the cument arangement.

There have been calls from
sormke guarters inlndia b IndiGo
o end its relationship with
Turkish Airlines, including its
damp lease of twowide-body jets
af the Istanbul-based camer with
w hich IndiGooperates its flights
to Istanbul from Delhi and

ONDAMP-LEASERENEWAL

Lt

Mumbai, These planes are highe
donsity Boeing 777 aircrall with
over 500 seats apiece, allowing
IndiGoto carry sigraficanthymiore
pessengers that what its regular
narrew-body aircraft can camy
Thecodeshare agreemert alsoen-
ables the Indian carrier w aller
connections to over 40 desting
tions i Europe and North
America an the Turkish Airfines
netwiork via lstanbul,
Theasamangementisomd

ing this month, and the airlines

N THE damp-lease
agresmen twith Turkish
Airlines, Elbers said, We
hanee had this operation in
place for some time mow. [t
has served the Indian
custorrers well'

“AS Agood aidine, we makie
sure that vwe hawve fallback
plans incase of changes, he
said, adedimy that IndiCowill
“dealwith it, and vwe adjus
ournetwok acordingly’

cannot goahead with a rengswal
urthess Mew Delhi greenlights (L
Following India s decision ican-
cel the security clearnce of
Tur key-headguartered airport
ground handling mapor Celebi,
speculatonisnle that the bnd iGo
Tur kish Airkines damp kease re-
newal nmay not meceive a
fvvourable decision from the gow-
emmenL

The past fisw days have seena
rowvang clamour for a boyeott of
Turkey and review of Turkish

firms’ presence inlndiain the
wiake ol Dperation SirdoorApant
Irom Ankara’s open support for
Islamabad in the recent India-
Pakistan military, widespread use
of Turkish drones by Pakistanin
operations agalnst India has
added to the disapproval for
Tureey inlndia

“The Bigh s between Indiaand
Turkey are governad and are
witthin the framewnoek of the air
service agreement between the
rwo nations. Twao, the operations
which are taking place are fully
compliant and in line, not only
with the regulatory frameswork,
bt alsowith allthe rulesand reg-
ubtons from the | ind bn) govern
et Ve still have bors and lors
of Indian customers booked on
these fights, mostly commecting
owver at lsanbul and fying o other
partsof the world for their trvel
needs " Elbers said in an investor
call on Wednesday,

“Onthe|damp lease) rnawal,
that'sup tothe govermment to de-
cile We have had this operation
in place for soome tme now It has
served the Indian customers
well... The government has a
wiew on what is the overall land-

scape and the overall setang and
the holisthe picture, and we oper-
ate within that guidance and
[ramework,” Elbers added.

In response to a guestion an
IndiGo’s oprions if the damp
lease arrangementwith Turkish
Airines 15 not renewed beyond
hay, Elbers sald: “As a good air-
line, wer muake sume that wa have
fll back plansin caseof changes
And | think we have demon-
strabed that owver the [ast years,
be it domestic, be it Internat
wonal.. We'll deal withir, and we
adj ustowr network accardingly™.

Inthe past, IndiGo has oper-
ated its flights to fstanbul from
Delhn and Muwmbai usimg its nar
row-body Alrbus A3 20ne0 and
A321 neo arcralt whenever the
Boeing 777 jets Bced technical
msuies or the lease armangement
W notin place, Forinstance, for
about two weeks in November,
IndiCo operated its Turkey
fMights using narmw-body air-
cralt as the process or renewal
ofthe damp kease of the Boeing
T77 planes was inderway atthe
e

FULLREPORTON
wisndndianexpres scom
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ASPARTOF AIRLINE'S INTERNATIONALISATION STRATEGY

IndiGo to fly thrice weekly to Manchester,
Amsterdam from Mumbai starting early July

Inditea

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHLMaY 21

INDIGO WILL start operating
Mights o Manchester and
Amsterdam from Mumbsai feom
early July, marking the long-haul
debut for bnd i's large st aidine that
has been making concered of
fors torapd b eopand its intome
tional network and go beyond
short-haul intemational routes
While Manchester and Amste-
rdam are the initial bang-haul
routes for indiCao, the arineis un-
dersood 1o be evaluating mulo
phe other key bong- haul markets
in Eumope and beyond to exparnd
itsintermational otpring

The camer's Mumbai-
Manchester service will start on
July 1, and the Mumbai-Amst
erdamsenvice willbeginon july 2
Both wall be thrice weelkdy sery-
ices. and will beoperated with the
wide-body Boeing 787-0 alroralt
that the camier has taken on damg

C

In afirst for IndiGo, the airline will offer complimen Gy hot
mealstoall fhve s on Mights toManchester and Amsterdam —a
de parture fromits modelof paid meals, Raen

lese from Mo rse Adanic Adrways,
IndiGo has opened bookings lor
these ervices withone-way fues
starting at Rs 24,499 for
Manchester and Rs 26,599 for
Amsierdam.

The aincraft that will operate
these flights have 56 business
cliss seals, marketed as
InciGoStretch seats. ina 2x3x2
configuration, while the economny
cabinconsists of 282 seatsina

3:3x3 configuranion In.a first for
InceCeo, the arrdire wall ol ler coin-
plimentary hot meals 1o al Myers
on these lights, whichis adepa-
pure from itsmoded of pasd meals,
As the airine's regular Beet does
ot horve ovens on board, itsenves
only cold meas and rstant meals
prepaned with hot water

Ower the past few months,
IrdiGo signed agreements with
Morse Atlantic Alrways to damp

lease a otal of six Boeing 787-9
Dreamdiner aircralt, ore ofwhich
i already operating on its Delhi-
Bangkok route. These abrera fowaill
sippgoit IndiCo's debiit mio the
European market, starting with
Manchester and Amsterdam,
while the airfine aaaits the deliv-
ery of its AJ2Z1XLR planes from
this year and A350-904 aircrafi
firoen 2 027 omward s
Aspartalils” memationaliss-
thon stratesy”, IndiCo plans toin-
duct extra-long-range narmw-
body Adrbus AT XLR aircraftand
witde-body Airbus A350 planesto
operate medivm-and long- range
inremational fighis, The carrier
evidertly does nol want o wail
for theese drcralt i lurther fuelits
international expansion, amd
therefore decded to enter the
fong-haul market using damp-
b planes. The airtine i under-
stood bo be in the market for more
wiide-body leasing opportunibes
FLLL REPORT OM
wwwindianexpresscom
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Domestic flyer
traffic grows 8%
in April: DGCA

Peew Dt Inchian aprlires B
1436 lakh passengers on do-
medicmutes inApnl & d5per
cenl moee a5 comnpared to he
yeur-ago penod, PTI
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IndiGo to pay dividend after

5 years onrecord Q4 profit

Airine’s quarterly profit jumps 62% to T3,068 crore on a spike in travel during Mahakumbh

daarmaht sk com
MEW CELH

mlifio reporied a record Founkr-
ipmner predit e ioasgike imiave
during Matakumbh, prompting
Indiz’s laryes sidine by market
shure and fleet sl bo ansamee s
fir dividend afier five vesm
ntert ke fvimtion Lad whsichoper-
ates the carrier, recoeded s profit after
e PAT ol B (R crinqearier ended
March. a jump af G1L5% fom L4
e a vear carlier.
Theromm ey’ shoand reoommerded
2 cifvicersd ol {0 per ey share_slr
jert i sharebalder spproval. That's
1C0P% o e vl ol M0 pesrshare
T'odal income for the qurter ross
24.M4% year-om-year to TEL R crore.
evenue from operatioms mcresed
25T% to 1EE A2 orore, lis expenses in
b st S prore. rising B on
ke bk ol higrbser pviaaidom furdiine fael
(ATFyprices and nirrraft leases
Theamer savailablesat klmnens
{a memsre of rapactyh and reeeme pos-
sergrer balometres G metricol pesenger
traffich rese E30% 1o 5747 hillien zmd
1354 billiem, respectively. Wihile the
passerger load factor ooowpancy)
remained fla i BRI, theviehd ingproved
1P in K5 L% per .
“Enadirin's O FY 25 peerfonmanoe
highlighis its opermional strength
anil cest discipline. IndiGo's cxh

IndiGe eyes capacity growth in early doutie digis in FYI5, sid ks CRO

PAT dropped 112% o ¥7 258 orare,
largedy due o forey s aml higher
nperating costs

The compamy sid its revenee was
lriven by betterperormance in the sec-
il half afike year on scooum af the

t.l_n]:mn—n.i{ l-ﬁﬂ:l::ll'ﬂ.l.ﬂ‘.l.l'lcl.l.'lfllrl.!.[ Emﬂfﬂﬂm E:‘:ﬁgn
S8, Bt herore b Free costy, provides i'ﬂ:ﬁ'.zmdrl ek Quarier fose 24EY
ampile fimancial lexdbilicy,” sald of THO par mquiry onyzarta
Vimit Bolingkar, bread of equity  ghoee 23058 Crone

research ab Yentura Securities.

cal shasit wp 211% year-nn-yeer io
RSO oo AL Mo oo ponent was
the el o, webie bt 0 I e e
4 ilm the nther haoil, expenses.on
aircraft nepair &mainienence noresed
Lo B, 219 e

FOR FFEE, InddiGiods BT iis PAT fow FYZS
wiElincomesiood  diopped 113% oo
atarecond PE4058 U758 ooee due (o
Crone, nsing 181% ioine hosses, higher
v prevos fiscal  operting cosis

sidn=ssing s media bnefing. “In ibe ot
b, v s e rmpscrary misleration in
iraffic due o the heat wave and elec-
tiens, Homever, the second kalf was
driven by festivities, weiddings and
Slahaloumhbi”

In tbe post-rarmings commil
iCioc's by Finameisd officer€ion-
v N, bl “Weste oy dooble-
gt copuacrty growih in FYHE i
of Y 0, e e capoc ity growih
w1 mid-ieens.” The airline alss
s fleet expansion fohbe ol
g of BE-0%in FY 6

“These results reaffiom Indilio’s
market lesdershipamd s atileyiosmle
efficsenity while muintaini ng financial
resilienice.”

For FY 25 InditGo's total ineome oo
ai a record TR crove, rsing B
over the previous fismal However, s

[estive seasonand Mabubkumth i Uttar
Fradesh, whichsiwa spike innirtmael
Upiera ol i he com pany bad fewer
sireraft gronneled thiriog the vearat 40
commpmred with 50 in the presioos year.

Imctilin's inial exprevees i the L fis-

The aidine lew & record mmmber af
assenyrers in the Lt fisml

“Inclit o cmrried LS milliom pasen-
e e P2, whvich means | nsillion pas
senprs every three days,® sl chief
exeartive offfoer Pieter Elbers while

Inthe previous fisal, the aidine
achile] 0% mapacity, incrrasing s
avlahile srat hilometres 1o U5, 67 bi-
Licsn frem L4609 Dol Bnkitia's revemes
essenger kilnmetres inenesed 8 P
L5 o b Y25 s ey e s
se=trpeers clurirsg ke year,
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Srinagar-bound ight
caugnt m hatstomm:
TAITOW ESCape,
Say PaSSENGELS

The! it
Tt tht bl s o omt e

SHIMAGAR: A Srimagar-
v indiCio flight froen
el with moee chas 220

, Il T
Mpmh,mnm bmjfmtmtm-
teerd sidden hailorm an
Wednssiday, prompiing the
jilusk b pepaort the “emer-
gency” i alr rafic con-
red at Srinagar The srora®
Lniew lsrcdeal sadehy here and
s been groumded, ofi-
clals sald Exntinued o= P4

Srinagar

Videns of the mamenis of ius
Bulence shared on s media
shinesd] panic-simiceen passengers
ool he besand msking religions
supplications i the plane swaysl.

Sinme punsengers clumald thar
the resee of the plane was damsaged
Bt these v i officlal weed on it

“IniCi Hight BE2142 emevite
Diethi o Srin gar experienced bud

(sl soom), enesrgency
reporied by Pillar 1o ATC SXH (S
magerl, annifolal of the Alrpon
Aurberipy of Indis said bere

e s the flight lended safely
t Sriragar af f.30 pm.

“All abrcrew snd 217
mmmwuuwll.w
A by the alrine]” he sad

Adrorfi oo ground (AOG)
vefeers io & plane that s pounded
imil unable (o iy doe o iedinicl
ESLIEE.

ATrinamind Congress [TRIC)
debegatun, widh inchuded Derek
(¥ Hrien, Saganika Ghose, Madimsd
Hague, Mamsns Thabor and kleeas
Hivrpan, wai on board the plane,
Lihiwe nakl.

“Ii was i neir-death experiense
1 thvsghi my bife was over: Peapls
wete screansing, praying ssd pin.
dcking. Ha uff 1o the plloi whio
Boiaght s the |m!hlhi1.duwh:n =
Esruded we s the niose of the plans
s hlown ;" Ghase sald

“1. wiksh i the jplare snd hesding
Bk hisene dnone Srinagae b wai &
et -testh experience. . the nose of
the rh.h: 15 damaged” Orwals
Bl Hakeem Igw“mﬁ
psialmX.

“The Mexe amd Righs sde of the

e ek damagedl  And we were
ﬁﬂuhﬁl i mich a8 wrfoere
police was ther” Hakeem clilmed
i oty posi

Anutier pasienger sl that
arvund 30 anu.u.mu.n- beliore
Rending at Srinagar, there was an
annoencement in fusen the s
el a5 dhere wid iurfradence.

“Within two to thres minotes.
af the annoim e, there wis s

vk wrbslence tha all £k & will
B o Last flight | s & feequeni

r but | have pever elenced
?:h. trbulemce Bl.l.l.l.ﬂnilzl'.l.m'.:rr
kil o the pilod formmabing &
wafe [anding” the passenger said

Lates, in & suterest, [nadn
sadal 115 flighn drom the national capd
tal o Srinager encounersi md-
e husdbsioron el thes plane Landed
safiedy ot et Srimagar alrpar.

Ui igha 6 2140 expermi-
inngg o el i Seinagar encoun-
fered sidden badduem enroule.
The Hight and cabin crow fnfiownl
estabdlished protoonl end the sroafi
Rarded gafely in Srinesge’” the air
B said.

Aaconding o indin the alr-
ot iz aended o the cusiomess
afier arvival of the sheraft, peions-
g their wellbeing nd comfion.

“The aivrrafi will be mlegsed

st necessary inspectinn and
MmN i E-l BB
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Domestic air
passenger traffic
grows 8% in Apr

MPOST BUREAL

NEW DELHI: Indian air-
lines flew 1436 lakh pas-
sengers on domestic routes
in April, 845 per cent more
as compared 1o the year-ago
period, amid dsnyg air wraf-
fic demancd.

In terms of domestic
markei share, IndiGo I.LT'P'EL'
the list with 61.1 per cent of
the pie, followed by Air Ldia
Group (372 per cent ), Akac
Adr (5 pet cent  and brFm:E-
Jet {26 per cent), according
oy the latest data From the
Directarate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)L

“Passengers carried by
domestic aidines during
]mmr}'-ﬂpri] 2025 were
575.13kkhas against 513 46
fakh during the corresponad -
ing period of the previous
year therehy regislering an
anmaal rth of 987 per
cenl muonthl n‘l.l!:nf
EAS per cent;” DGCA said in
its monthly report.

LDiomiestic air CTRRET
traffic was at l-li.mﬁﬁ:‘l
A'priJ :nn'rp.'l.n:d o 132 lakh

T

in the same period a year

In terms of On Time

Ferformance {(OTF) of

scheduled domestic  air-
limes - ::mpul:rii for the
four metro airports at Ben-
galuru, Delhi, Hyderabad,
and Muombai - IndiGos
OTP stood at BOA per cent
while that of Akasa Ajr and
Air [ndia Group was 77.5
per cent and 714 per cent,
r:spﬂ.'li\-d:f.

‘The OTP of Spicejet was
at the bowest at 60 per cent,
& per the data
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Hailstorm hits Srinagar-bound flight, craft damaged

5 LALITHA @ tew Debi

THE 227 passengers on board a
Srinagar-bound Indigo Migh
from Drelhl had & hae owl ng ex-
perisnce as a sudden haikiorm
disrupted their journey on
Wednesdoy evening.

Thestorm iriggered panicon
board before the aircrait lamded
ol Srinagar with all passe ngers
safe, The nose cone of the air-
crieft, however, bore the brumt
of hallstorm, with a gaping
hole torn Into it

Flight 6E 2142 had depar ied
from Terminal 1 of IGDat5pm.
It landed at Srinagar st 6.45 pm,
after a delay of 15 minutes

A video released by a passen-
per shiwed fashes of Hghtning
owside, with screams of pas-
sergers, particutady chlldren,
audible In the background

A passenger Jestendra Rana
posted thus: The shy wreaked
hiwoe on Indigo Might - the

Flight 6E 214 2 cpemting from Delhi to Srinagar
encountered sudden hailstorm enroute. The fight and
aew followed established protocsl and the alraatt

landed safely in Srinagar —ndipo siatemenl

nose cone of the plane was
shattered by the hall. But the
pilot overcame foar defeated
death, and landsd the Oight
safely on the ground. [t was a
Might of courage - the storm
was defeated, we won,”

In a statement, IndiGo said,
“Flight 6E 142 operating from
Delhi to Srinagar encoiniered
sudden hailstormenrouate. The
fight and crew followed estab
lished protocol and the airerafi
landed safely inSrinagar ™ The
aireralt will be released post
mecessary Inspection and main-
fenance, the airline added,

Meanwhile, ten incoming
Aights to Delhi alrport were di-
verted due to heavy rains and
thunderstorms, a Delhlaleport
spokKesperson sald. “Nine of

Q

Srimagar-bownd Indign firght with its
nate fone dimaped | exeaess

People were aying openl . it was such a raumatic
experience. | really thought this would be the Last
flght of my fe. |t was ke we were all sitting and
waiting for the inevitable —Shelih Samiullah, Pasuen g

them have been diverted to
Jaipur and one to Mumbai
There was no impact on outgo
ing Mights,” he zaid,

All Gods invoked

Recalling the torment as the
hailstorm raged outside cabin
windows, 33-vear-old Sheikh
Sam jullah, who was seated on
168, said, “As we were crossing
Pathankot (Punjab) by 5.40 pm.
the pllot asked everyone to
tighten their seat belts and
ashed the crew o remaln ses
e as they were crossing o path
of mrbulemnce."”

Samiullah descrbed that the
Might shook violently going up
and down continuously for
about five minutes, what
seemisd like hours. “Everyone

was frightened and in complete
panie A kid was vomiting,” he
sald, reliving the anxiety
There were loud chamts of
names ol Gods of all religons
the witness recalled. "People
were cry ing opendy: my friend
and 1, too, had tears streamlng
down our face. Tt was such a
traumatic experience. | really
thought this would be the lnst
Might of my life Tt was almost
like we were all sitting and
walting for the Inevitahle,”
Affter some time, the Captaln
asked the crew to prepare for
the landing “We knew then
that we were safe. As We Were
comingout of the Might, [ spoke
to mamy jus out of reltef that
wie made it allve,” he shared,
aidding, as the Night landed at
Srinagar, ambubines, CISE air
port staff and palice rushed in
“Tt was then [ saw the roken
nose of the craft and reallsed
the impact of the haflstorm.™
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IndiGo expands ops in Europe; launches
direct flight to Manchester, Amsterdam

ARSHAD KHAMN & diw Daits

STARTING July 1, 2025 IndiGo
will become the only aidine to
offer non-stop service betwesn
Mumbal and Moanchester (UKL
The following day, July 2, 30425,
the carrier will expand further
into Europe with its inasugural
nonstop Mombal-Amsterdam
Might. Both mutes will opermte
three times weekly on [ndiGo’s
Boelng 787-8 Dreamliner ale
craft. In a first for the aifdine
passengers on these Mights will
enjoy complimentary hot meals
and beverapes

Meamwhile, Interglobe Avia-
thon Lid, the parent company
of IndiGo, ako reported 8 prof-
it of 3,067 5 crare for the quar-
ter ended March on the back of
strong domes tic travel demand
The company hasl posted a net
profit of 18948 crore in the
yearago porbod.

Pieter Elbers, CEQ af IndiGo
sald their long haul foray
marks a pivotal moment in In

IndiGo profit highest-ever at 3,068 crore in Q4

interiGlobe Aviation. the parent of the countiny’s lagest airfine |ndibo,
on Wednesday posted its highest-ever fowrth quarter profit after tax of
13.067.5 crore, mainly helped by strong air travel dermand. Prafit af ter
taxin Q4FY25 rose B2% from #1.894.8 crore in the year-ago period. Its
board has recommended 110 dividend per equity share.

diGo's global expansion jowr
ney. “We look forward to a
strong and synergistic partmer
ship with Manchester airport,
to he ahle o serve ow* custom-
ers well. This significant step
underscores our comm itment
to becoming an aifdine of truly
global scale and stature and
contributing towards trans
forming India into & global avi-
ation hub," added Elbers
Manchester Alrport Manag

ing Director Chris Wood roofe
said that this route (Mumbal-
Manchestery) makes them the
only Northern airport with &
direct connection to India and
cements their position 45 one
of Europe's best-connected air
ports. Gurugram-based Indi
Go's European Aights from
Mumbai come as Pakistan's
airspace closure forees Indian
airlines to take longer routes
from Delhl, increasing opera-
tional costs. Operating from
Mumbal 15 Hkely o sove IndiGo
time and Muel IndiGo said this
is the start of an excliing pew
chapter in thelr growth jour
ney with Amsterdam and Man-
chester being the initial long-
haul destinations
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IndiGo reports 2nd
highest quarterly
profit at 73,068cr

New Delhi: Thanks to Kumbh's
push to air traffic and benign oil
prices, IndiGo on Wednesday
reported a 62% increase in
profit to Rs 3,068 crore in
Jan-March 2025, against profit
of Rs 1,895 crore in same quarter
last fiscal. This is the second
highest quarterly profit for the
airline, a shade less than Rs
3,089 crore reported in
April-June 2023. IndiGo saw a
revenue of Rs 84,098.2 crore in
FY25, 18% more than Rs 71,231
crore in FY24. Its profit in FY25
was Rs 7,258 crore, 11% less
than Rs 8,173 crore in FY24. The
airline’s stock closed 0.4% up at
Rs 5,466 on BSE Monday. tnn
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