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Delhi airport gets aboost
with T3 Pier C upgrade

MAJOR UPLIFT. Facility awaits regulatory nod; will bolster airport’s position as global hub

e planned to ensare balanced
Rohit Vaid [ usage of terminal infrastruc-
M Dol

The converston of Pler C ar
Terminal 3 (T3) of the Indira
Gandhl International Ale-
port from domestic o inger-
natiomal operations has been
completed, sources told husi-
nesziine, adding thar the
move is aimed at positioning
Delhl a8 a larger global avi-
atlon hub amid nsing our-
bound and transit rraffic.

Accordingly, the develop-
ment comes at @ dme when
Indian abrports are witness-
ing sustained growth in in-
rernational passenger
wolumes,

Speaking o Mesmessline,
sources sabd the facility, de-
veloped by Delhi Interna-
tonal  Airport Lienited
{DIAL), ks currently awairing
regulatory approvals,

DVERSEAS TRAFFIC
Onoce ratiomsl, the con-
verted pier |s expected to sig-
nificantly sugment mterna-
riopal pazsenger handling
capacityat Terminal 3, which
already manages the bulk of
Overseas o

- l 4
y m_' SRR AR i - B

BRIDGING EAP. At present, india does not have 2 designated
global hubairport, resulting in a large share of international
passengers transiting throwgh hubs in 'West Asis e oo

As per sources, the shifi
reflects a structural rebalan-
cireg of terminal infrastruc-
mre In favour of interna-
horxal ravel  demand,
helping airlines add more
long-haol routes and -
prove slor  avalbshilicy as
global  connectivicy  from
Deelhi ex

It also aligns with broader
efforis o enhance the alr-
port's competitivenes
among major global transit
hubs, sources said.

LESE WAITING

The converted PMer C,
sources sabd, is expected o
Increase T3s Inrernational

nger handling capaciry
nmaﬁfm&m‘n:&nmmi"
crofe passengers ansnually,
Resultantly, the conver-
sion will ease congestion
during peak travel periods
ambd rising global conmectiv-
Iy and increasing interns-
tional operations by [ndian
carriers.

BALANCED USAGE
As part of the transition, do-
mestle  operatlons  earlier
handled st Pier C were shif-
ted to Terminal 2 (T2) toop-
timise tereninal urilisarion
and improve Ao
The redistribution  of
rraffic, sources sabd has been

ture. Last year, DHAL re-
opened the upgraded T2 1o
enhance capacity and opera-
tional efficiency. The refur-
bishment was undertaken 1o
accommodate  redistribured
domesthc traffic and stream-
lined check-in processes.

BETTER UTILISATION
Following the u de, akr-
line n.pﬂnrgunns nﬁzﬂﬂrﬁﬂm\
ared, with carrlers suchas In-
diGo and Alr Indis operating
a j.lHI'LI.EIL‘ﬂ.I:T[ mumber of dally
domestic from the re-
furbished terminal, enabling
beter urilisarbon of
Infrastrscture.

In additon, sources added
that the Fer C corversion |s
part ofa wider strategyto de-
velop Delhi Alrpost o &
hub, i rari domestic
and m:ﬂ‘umﬂ rraffic w
facilitate seamless passenger
rransfiers,

Ar present, India does not
have a degignared global hubs
airport, resulting in a karge
share of ourbownd interna-

tional passengers transiting
thro hubs in West Asia
and South-East Aska.
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AIRPORT HAS TO APPOINT AN INDIAN AS NEW CEO FOR FLIGHTS TO COMMENCE, SAYS GOVT OFFICIAL

Security Approval for Noida Airport CEO Rejected

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) has re-
jected the security approval of
Christoph Schnellmann, chief ex-
eciitive ofTicer of the new Nolds
International Airport, asheisafo-
reign national which violates the
current aviation security norms
for greenfield airports

A 20N order by the BCAS manila
tes that the CEO of any greenficld
airport shall be the security coor
dinator at the respective airports
and responsible for coordinating
the implementation of security
measures, Director General of
BCAS Rajesh Nirwan did not im

A

Christoph Schnelimann

mesd lntely Fespond to queries.

The alrport, owned by Zurich
Alrport group, has to now appoint
an Indlan as its new CED for
flights to commence, said 4 senjor
government olficial.  Schnell
mann, i Swiss citizen, has been le
ading the airport project since
X3, The group won the bid to bu-
ild amd operate the Noida airport
for 40 years in 2019, and invested
arouand 7,200 crore in the first
phase of 1ts construction,

ASPNODUNDER REVIEW

The Noida airport is the first in-
stance of a forelgn Investor ow-
ning 100% equity inan Indian air-
port. In March, it recelved iis ae
rodrome |lcense from the Directo

rute General of Clvil Aviation, but
its serodrome security program-
me (ASF) is currently under revi-
ew by the BCAS. Noida airport sa-
id authorities they are working
closely with the BCAS to secure
approval for the ASE

“Following this, we will coord]
nate with all stakeholders to fing-
lizse timelines for the commence-
ment of commercial operations,”
said a Zurich Adrport groupspoke
sperson, “Our efforts are focused
on ensuring that al] systems, pro-.
cesses, and personnel are fully
allpned to deliver o safe, efficient,
and seamless start of operations.”

CATERINGTO WESTERN LR
Billed ns the next option to Delhi's

Indira Gandhi International Alr
part, the Nolda airport is 75 km
from the capital and is more likely
to get fvers from western Uttar
Pradesh in the first few vears

“The airport will benelit a vast
region comprising Agra, Mathu
ra, Aligarh, Ghaziabad, Meorut,
Etawah, Bulandshahr, and Farida-
bad, and bring numerous now op-
portunities for farmers, small and
medium enterprises, and the yvo
uth of western Uttar Prodesh,”
Prime Minister Marendro Modi
had said on March 28 while inau-
purating the airport. “Alrcraft
will fi¥ from here to the world, and
this airport will also become a
symbal of a developed Uttar Pra-
desh taking Night.” he added
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Setback for Jewar:
Plea against expat
CEO rule rejected

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @hmdestantimes.cam

MNEW DELHI: The Union home
ministry (MHA) has turned
down & request to tweak rules to
allow a foreign national to hold
the post of chief exeeutive of a
greenfield airport. multipbe offi-
cials aware of the matter told HT
— a decision that affects the
upcoming MNoida airport.

The airport, developed and to
be operated by Yamuna Interna-
tinnal Afrport Pt Limited, is
a subsidiany of Swiss firm
Zurich Airport Interna-
tional AG with Christoph
Schnellmann (in picture,
right) as its CEQ.

“The MHA is not in
Frvoarr of allowing expats
to be the CEOQ of a
grecnficld ai
one of the offi-
cials said.

A letter secking to amend the
rules — which mandate that the
chiet executive of a greenficld air-
port be an Indian national, on
erminds of air opemations security
—was written to the MHA by the
Bureaw of Civil Aviation Security,
the aviation security regulator.
“The request has been denicd,”a
second official confirmed. A thind
official wld HT that the decision
leaves Noida airport with fow
options.

“The denial of amendments to
the mubes implies that the
already delayed Noidn air-
port._may have to

replace the CEQ in the

WOrst-case scenario,” a

third official said. The

MHA did not respond to
queries senthy HT.

The CED is also yet to
clear mandatory security
checls, the third offi-

cial added. 5P
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{ EXPAT EXECUTIVE RESTRICTION |

MHA refuses to tweak rule in setback for Noida airport CEO

Neha LM Tripathi
recha tripathegyheiive.com

NEW DELHI: The Union home
ministry has turned down a
request to tweak rubes to allow a
foreign national to hobd the post
of chicf exeoutive of a greenfield
airport, multiple officials aware of
the matter told HT — a decision
that affects the upcoming Noida
airport.

The airport, developed and to
be operatoed by Yamuna Interna-
tional Airport Pvt Limited, is a
subsidiaty of Swiss firm Zurich
Airport International AG with
Christoph Schnellmann as its
CED."The MHA is not in fevour of
allowing expts to be the CEQ of a

greenficld airport.” one of the offi-
cials=aid, ksking not to be named.

A letter secking to amend the
rules — which mandate that the
chief meecutive of a greenficld air-
port be an Indian netional, on
grounds of air operations security
—waswritien tothe MHA by the
Bureau of Civil Avistion Security
(BICAS), the avistion security rog-
wlator under the civil aviation
ministry. “The request has been
denied,” a second official con-
firmed.

A third official told HT that the
decision leaves Noida airport with
fow options. “The denial of
emendments o the rules implics
that the already delayed Noida
pirport. whose CED is a Swiss

nationzl. may have toreplace the
CEQ in the worst-case scenario,”
the third official said.

The Noida International Air-
port. located at Jewar in Greater
Noida. some G0kms from Noida,
was inangurated by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on March 28,
The airport said on March 6 that
it had received an serodrome
licence, and indicated that its reg-
ulatory epproval process kad one
matter pending: the Acrodrome
Security Programmie.

On Tuesday, the sirport said it
was working with the authorities
brut did not address the CEOQ's
clearance status. “We are working
closely with the Burean of Civil
Avwintion Security (BCAS) to scoure

approval for the Acrodrome Seco-
rity Programme [ASP). Following
this, we will coordinate with all
stake holders to finalise timelines
for the commencement of com-
mercial operations, Our cfforts
are focused on ensuring that all

SYSiEms, processes, and personnel
are fully aligned to deliver a safe,
efficient, and seamless start of
operations.” a Noida airport
spokesperson said.

The MHA did not respond to
queries sent by HT.

The CEDVs yet to clear manda-
tory seourity checks the third offi-
cial cited above added. “The CED
is yet o receive his security clear-
ance from the home ministry and
be vetted by BCAS, the seourity

arm of the civil aviation ministry.
Both steps are mandatory for air-
port cxerutives, and this issue is
now the only factor delaying the
commencement of flight opera-
tions,” the official added.

The legal basis for the requine-
ment is & BCAS AVSEC order
dated January 17, 2041 “The chicf
executive officer of Indian
nationality at cach greenfield
Indian sirport and the airport
director or in-charge airport
management at AAl airports
which are served by civil flights
shall be the security coordinator
atthe respective airports... ™

Officials confirmed that efforts
to amend this mle date to 20722,
when the issue firstcame to light
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The curious case of pending
nod to Noida airport CEO

abhishes bwileveminoom
HEWDELHI

T hree weelis ufter its offi-
clad Inauguration, Nolda
Imternational - Alrpor
faces fresh uncertainty over the
atart af commercial flghts s=a
key security clearance for its
chiefeeeutives sl pending.
Thie nosd from thi Bureau of
Civil  Avistion Security
(BCAS—esseniial before oper-
ations can begln—remakns
penching, rabsing ths prospect
of a delay to the alrport’s
pulamersed] - May laugsch.

Nolila International Alrpaor
at Jewar in Uttar Prodesh,
100 ke off Delhi's Indira Gan-
hi Internatonal abrport, was
bnviguratesd by Prisne Minister
Narendra Mol on 28 March
2026, The India ofice of
Zurich Alrpaort Lintermat ool
A 15 thee alrport's develogser
and ogeeriior,

Christoph Schnellnmnmn, a
Sl nuatomeal wiho beis heen ai
il belen since 2020, §s still o
gl the mandatory approval
from BUAS, anarm of the: elvil
aviatlon ministry. His forelgn
citizenship is
understood 1o
havve been one of

Moida
International

Christoph Schiellmanm had been CEQ of the airport dince 2030
et is sdill to get mandalory approval Troam BCAS

BCAS, and we are worlking
closly with the authorities 1o
seviare the necessary apgroval.
Following this, we will cosondi-
nate with all stakehidders 1o
Tinalize timelines for the com-
mencement of commerclal
operations.”

Rergnrding the tmeline for
conmmereisl operation, MNolda
loterrrutional Adrpwert sabd iwill
Lalk o stakedwaldiers onice the
clearances have beenobinlmed.

Schuwelimann wisa ppaolnged
by Vamuna Listernational Adr-
port Py Lid, a whaolly ;ramed
subsldiary  of
durich  Alrpaont
Internatsenal His

the reasons Afrport at jewar in  PreY foes sl in

brehibad the Uttar Pradesh was

approval deday

Ll s s sus -
utive assistant o

The arpert has inaugurated by the chief execu-
already  missed Marendra Modi e of Baamgubone
muliiple dead- on 28 March Internatkonal Adr-
lines on aceount — ot Lid between

of construction
delive

The first prlase was buils o
about TIL200 crore and i
destgmed to handle 22 milllon
prassenigers annaally.

Nolida Interraetional Abport
diel nor specilly the pending
approvil for the chief exec-
Riwve, bron toded st b was work-
g on getting the security
clearanoes.

“The alrport's Aerodrome
Security Progrumme §s cur-
rently under review with the

December 2007
arnl April 2008 Schnellmann's
s hons elrawm it ention duse 1o
s Swiss mathouliny, sid rwo
peaple in the hmew,

Asendorclvil aviation minis-
uy offlcial sald greenfleld ae-
prts are tobe headed by Tndi-
ans primarily dhse 1o security
e arvimad themn.

A soeoned offlelal explaimsd
thut the alrpoet’s chiel execu-
tive must doubdle up as the
sewirity coodlinator and o ey
accountalde personnel. = Amd

that rale recuires an Indian
s raliny s e persaon has
o desal with senisithve data anad
alrport infra detafls”

I this seeaarin, o alterne-
tive comalil e to have o forem
chief executive who hamdles
the administrative matters,
while seeurty operations are
overseen by an Indian, sabdthe
s efficial,

“This s 8 curbous case. Lnhis
sl years s chief executive, the
persorn already his aovess wall
seviriny installationsared otler
senaltive informsation ol the ale-
port. He will still have the
hertalls rvespective ofbeing the
sald Ramesh
Vaddyanathun managing par-
ner af Mumbal-based BTG
Achvanya, o dispatesond transse-
o Baw frm

Ll emially, as per securty
protooots, Schneflmsann did not
slware the diads with Mocds and
other digndturies st the alrpor
Insmpguration st month.

The secomd offleial sid the
v fations pningsary hasasked the
honse minkstry for necessiry
Ingnats 1o take Schneflmann's
appaintment ahead. Based on
thise Imputs, the BCAS will
prowide clearnoes.

Cueris eratled on 18 April
o thee wivil awiation and boane
ministrivs remained unan-
aweredl

For an extended verxion of
ks story, go o v ermdnt_oome
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Noida airport may have to
replace expat CEO with
Indian one to launch ops

New Delhi: Less than a
muarth after being inaugura-
texd by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, Noida Interna-
ehowe] Alrport (NTA) may b
v to replace s foreign CEO
with an Indian one before it
can starl Dight operations,
reparts Sanrabh Sinha.
T Ukibion Bome minkstey
is learnt to have rejected Bu-
e of Clvil Aviation Securd
tv's (BCAS) proposal for
amending the current rule
thurt disaliows eoxpurts from bae-
ing CEOs of a greenfisld afr
port, souroes sald. This doci-
sion has also been convesed
o the civilaviat ion ministry
From inception  stage,
NIA has boon headed by its
Swiss CEQ  Christoph
Schnellmann, an okd Inidia
hand of conecessionaire Zu-
rleh A who had alao plaved a

'‘RULE ARCHAIC'

> Nolda airport Is headed
by Swiss CED

Schnelimann, bt rule does
not permit an expat to be
CED of a greenfield airport

* BCAS propasal to amend it
was rejected by MHA

= Aviation industry insiders
say rule ‘archaic’, sheuld be
amended for case of biz

key role in the development
of Bengaluro airport. But the
home ministry’s stance me-

nns NIA stakeholders will ha-

we to find an Indiin CEO at
the enrliest so that the air
port, ulreardy significantly do
Layed, does not see & further
laig it getting operat bonal

rExperts slam rule, P 6

Experts slam rule that
bars expats from being
greenfield airport CEOs

®kContinued from P1

LA NIA spokespersan sajd:
i “It is n mutter of grent
pride for us that the Prime
Minister inaugurated NIA (oo
h2E, #126), marking asig-
t milestone in th
ject's journey. We are working
closely with BCAS 1o secure
approval for the Aerodroms
Security Programme.”

Avrvdrome  Security  Pro-
gramme is the security clear-
e thiat NLA nesds befors i ean
Inunch passenger flight oper-
atbomns, “We will cooedinate with
all stakeholders to finalise time-
lines for the commencement off
comimercial operations. Ohr of-
forts nre focused on ensuring
thai all systems, processes, and
persarine are fully alignid tode-
liver 5 safe. efficient, ad seam-
bess start of operations,” thespo-
Eesperson addeag

BLA cbd mod say 4 11 b L
gun locking for Schnell
AT E SUCOREEOT

Aviation industry insiders
deseribe the rule barving ex-
pais from being CEOs of green
field nirports as “archaic” and
nol agrecing 1o amend the
same a5 o “retrograde step”
that will not exacily make a
case for attracting forelim in-
vestment fo the sectar in India

“These aviation security
{Avser) rules date back to the

\skﬂd for o comment. an

time when almdost all airports in
Indiawersdefonce alrports with
a civilinn enclave. Now obwvioos
Iy an IAF or Nevyrun alrport
can't huve a foreism CECL But to-
day, this rule has no relevance
aned should e been amended
a8 part of emse of doing business
and altering archnde rules,” sajd
an industry insider.

Aviation  Insiders  also
pointed ot that there are oo
such restrictions for airline CE-
O, IndiGo's previous and in-
coming CEDs are expats and so
18 Alr India’s ongaing CEO A
mumber of Indian-origin peo-
ple are heading key tech firms
in the U5 that hawve a significant
play in national security there.
There shouild be diue security
clesrnnee for anyone being cho-
sen [or such positbons with re-
strictions on nationals of coun-
tries that are firomm time o thme
doemid  hostile o India by
povt,” sl an sviation insider

Tha Tata Group had elwssn
a Turkish national and a confi-
dante of ‘Turkih President Re
cep Tayyip Erdogan to be Airln-
dia's CED soon after aoquiring
the sirine in Jan 2020 Given
Tiirkiye's not exactly friendly
relations with Indin, this pe
did not get security cle
and had 1o refiase the offer Sub-
seqquenily, the Tatus cliose anox-
pai with friendlier credeniials
— a Now Fealander working
with Singapare Afrlines Group
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Air India Express flight
grounded; refunds,
rebooking offered

to passengers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, April 20: An Air India Express flight,
scheduled to operate between Dibrugarh and Guwahati
today, was cancelled after a technical issue forced the air-
craft to remain grounded, causing significant inconven-
ience to passengers.

Flight IX1513, which was slated to depart at 10:50 am,
had already boarded approximately 152 passengers when
the problem was detected. After a prolonged delay, air-
line authorities formally announced the cancellation, leav-
ing travellers stranded at the airport.

Passengers reported frustration over the situation,
citing a lack of timely communication and inadequate
arrangements during the waiting period. Several ex-
pressed dissatisfaction as they remained confined to
the airport for hours without clear updates on the sta-
tus of the flight.

According to airline officials, efforts were made to mit-
igate the disruption and assist affected passengers. “The
issue was addressed promptly, and arrangements were
made for all 152 passengers,” officials told The Assam
Tribune.

Authorities stated that passengers were offered mul-
tiple options, including full refunds and rescheduling.
Those with onward connections from Guwahati to des-
tinations such as Delhi, Jaipur, and Bengaluru were ac-
commodated on alternate flights wherever possible.
Others who could not be immediately reassigned are
expected to travel on subsequent flights scheduled
for Tuesday.
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Charter biz remains steady in
April, may dip 10-15% from May

b ]
Ancesh Phadnis
Mok pratiai

Al charmer demand re-
madned steady in April due
the ongoing elections, but
comganies expect demand to
drop 10-15 per cent from
May oowards following an
increase in jet fuel prices.

Cappalgnlieg for elections
In Tamil Nado and West
Ber Is su the
-ﬂﬂ.ﬁ-‘:’f cmn|mmm
have seen demand cool off
from the leisure ML
Traffic to Dubal, the buslest
intermarional destinarion for
Indisn chamer firms, has
been hitooo.

HEAL IMPACT
According to Club One Alr
CEO Rajan Mohrea, 70-80 per
cent of thelr Aights in April
are election charters. While
the company has not seen a
drop In business, the seal im-
pact would be seen from mext
month onwards.

“Corporates are expected
to absorh the increased raes
bur pilgrineage and leisure
travel could suffer. On an in-
duszry-wide basis, this could
result in g 10-15 per cent im-
pact on bosiness,” Mehra
sald.

“Demand has become

TURBULENCE AHEAD. lmposing a disproportionate cost
burden on non-scheduled operators will not only impact
regonal connectivity but also hit emergency operations s ss

more selective. Core wsers —
corparates,  high-net-worth
mdividuals, and poliiecal
movemenis — confinoe
rely on charter aviation, bur
discretionary and first-time
demand have cooled off

sald  Kanfka  Tekriwal,
Founder and CEO of
JerSer(in,

BROADER PRESSURE

This s becawse the cost of
ons has increased for
r firma. Fuel cost fora
mid-sized Jer has risen by
£75.000-1,25 000 per hour.
Tekriwal said election fiv-
ing will support aircraft uol-
Esathon in the near term but it
will nor fully offser the
hroader sure.
On April 1. stare odl mee-
keting companies  revised

aviation turbine foel prices.
While the price hike for
scheduled domestie fiighes
wis limited 1o 25 per cent,
rates  for  non-schedoled
flights were doubled. This
Impacts not only charter
compantes bur also air am-
bulance service providers
and  helleoprer  operators
providing services on pil-
grimage roares.

“Prior to March we used to
handle 35-40 ents 4
month within India snd char
figre remalng congrant even
now. We ser up a base in Abu
[rhabs in February and from
thiere, on a daily bagls, we are
transferring one patlent o
the US ntnl.lz-_‘l.lmp.f"‘l sald Dr
Rahul Singh Sardar, Co-
founder and Director of 1C-
ATT alrambulance service.



AIRPUHISAUI H F?IT"I' OF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BANGALORE MIRROR BANGALORE 21 APRIL 20Z6

Fly91 flight diverted,
passengers face delay

ue to weather conditions in Hubballi, a
D] lyderabad-bound Fly91 flight was forced to
land at Kempegowda Airport. The flight was
due to land in Hubballi at 4.30 pm, but after being
caught in crosswinds and dense clouds, it landed in
Bengaluru at 7,30 pm.

Passengers were caught off guard by this change
of plans and remained anxious the holding time.
Once the weather cleared, the same flight departed
from KIA and landed in Hubballi at 9 pm. Later the
flight departed for Hyderabad at 10.30 pm, against
its scheduled departure time of 8.35 pm. As per the
Hubballi Airport Director the diversion was decided
after the Fly91 pilot held the aircraft for an hour
awaiting safe final landing conditions. -BMB
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Hyd-Hubballi
flight diverted

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 20

Panic gripped passengers
onboard a Hyde-
rabad-Hubballi Flya1
flight after it encountered
turbulence and was
diverted to Bengaluru
due to adverse weather at
the destination. While in
aviation terms it was a
normal event, video clips
of distressed passengers
crying, praying and
expressing fear went
viral on social media,
though some tried to
calm those around them.

Flight 1C3401 departed
from Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport at
Hyderabad at 3 pm and
was scheduled to land in
Hubballi at 4.30 pm. Due
to bad weather at
Hubbali, including some
turbulence, the aircraft
circled over the town
before it was diverted and
landed in Bengaluru at
7.31 pm, turning a one
and a half hour journey
into a three hour ordeal.
Relief was evident when
the aircrafi touched down
safely, with passengers
clapping and cheering.

Some passengers
expressed unhappiness
over the alleged indiffer-
ent behaviour of airline
staff upon arrival, while
relatives waiting in
Hubballi said they were
not kept informed about
the diversion.

Fly91 clarified that the
diversion was purely due
to weather conditions.

® Turbulence and
weather forced air-
craft to circle over
Hubballi

= Passengers panicked
as distress
videos went
viral online

» Airline says
diversion fol-
lowed standard safety
procedures, no techni-
cal fault

e Flight later returned

safely to Hubballi and
Hyderabad base

“Flight 1C3401 did not
develop any technical
snag as is being reported
in some sections of the
media. On  nearing
Hubhballi, the flight
encountered bad weather
due to which it was
diverted to Bengaluru as
per standard protocol,”
the airline said in a state-
ment.

It added that the flight
subsequently returned to
Hubballi and back to its
home base in Hyderabad,
siressing that there was
zero compromise to safe-
ty. Holding the aircraft
over Hubballi and divert-
ing to Bengaluru was
part of standard operat-
ing procedure. Fly9l
underlined its trained
pilots, cabin crew and
ground staff, and reiterat-
ed that re 5 suggest-
ing a technical fault were
Inaccurate.
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Pakistan extends
airspace closure
for Indian airlines

PAKISTAMN ON
TUESDAY
extendedthe
closure of its

airspace for indian flights till
May 26 as the curbs will now
remain in place for mare
than a year
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Thales, Air India sign
10-yr FlytCARE pact

FPJ News Service
MUBBAI

Alr India signed a 10-year
agreement with aerospace
technology company Thales
for its FlytCARE services
package for 57 Airbus and
Boeing aireraft. This agree-
ment provides a full turn-key
maintenance approach,
covering line maintenance,
spares, repairs and logisties
management support for
Thales' inflight entertainment
(IFE) systems.

The agreement comes days
after Air India welcomed its
first retrofitted Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner aircraft.

The first of the 27 aircraft
arrived in India after being
refurbished as the airline
aims to complete the retrofit-
ting programme of its wide-
body fleet by 2027.

Under the FiyiCARE agree-
ment, repair and mainten-
ance will be delivered from
Thales' locations at Delhi and
Mumbai airports in India, to
expedite services and support
Alr India’s customer-centric
modernisation journey.

According to Thales, the
agreement will cover Air
Indins 12 new widebody air-
craft equipped with Thales
AVANT UP inflight entertain-
ment system.
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Pakistan’s airspace

ban continues to
hit Indian airlines

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, April 21

THE BAN on Indian aircraft
and airlines from using the Pak-
istani airspace, which has hitIn-
dian aitlines over the past year,
has been extended by another
month, accordingtoa fresh no-
tice to airmen (NOTAM) issued
by Pakistan’s aviation author-
ities. The new NOTAM, issued
on Tuesday, extends the closure
of Pakistani airspace for Indian
aircraft and those operated by
Indian airlines till the early
morning of May 24.

India, too, is expected to re-
ciprocate soon and extend its
ban on Pakistani airlines and
aircraft for a similar period,
which would take the neigh-
bours’ reciprocal airspace clo-
sures into their 13th month.

While foreign airlines can
still transit both airspaces, the
twoneighbours remain strictly
off-limits to each other’s air-
lines and aircraft.

The diplomatic standoff in
thewake of the Pahalgam terror
attack in April 2025 evolved
into a monthly ritual of tit-for-
tatairspace closures, which has
impacted Indian carriers oper-
ationally and financially far
more than Pakistani airlines.

Moreover, the West Asiawar
and the airspace restrictions in
the region since later February
have made matters worse forIn-
dian airlines. Had they been
able to overfly Pakistan, Air
India and IndiGo could have

Indiais expected to reciprocate
soon and extend its banon
Pakistani airlines. reuTers

used flight paths to the north
ofIran for reaching destinations
in the Caucasus, Europe, and
beyond. They are now forced to
take longer and circuitous

routes to serve these points.
The fresh NOTAM issued by
Pakistan is similar to the pre-
vious ones, except for the effec-
tive duration of airspace clo-
sure. Islamabad will keep the
airspace closed to Indian-regis-
tered aircraft and aircraft oper-
ated, owned, or leased by In-
dian airlines and operators,
including military flights, till
05:29 AM India time on May 24.
Pakistan closed its airspace

to India on April 24, 2025.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Akasa inducts new aircraft,
expands fleet to 38 planes

NEW DELHI: Akasa Air has
taken delivery of a Boeing 737
MAX 8-200 aircraft, bring-
ing its total fleet 1o 38, with

SEVEN planr.s inducted in the [

first four months of thisyear. [

The airline, which started
flying in August 2022, on
Tuesday said the sustained
pace of fleet additions would
help further deepen its
network

“The first leg of the 38th
atrcraft’s delivery flight com-
menced from Seattle, USA
to Reykjavik, Iceland and
concluded with the final leg
from Cairo, Egypt, o Benga-

luru, India. Bearing registra-
tion number VT-YBE, the
Boeing 737 MAX 8-200 air-
craft arrived at K-rm.chunda
International Airportin Ben-

uru on 21st April 2026, it
ﬁd ina rt]:us:?r

In the first four months of
2026, the carrier has inducted
seven new planes. L
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Akasa inducts 7
aircraft in 2026,

fleet size up at 38

EN5 ECOMOMIC BUREAU @ hew D=l

AKASA ATR has received de-
livery of its 38th aircraft,
marking its seventh induction
in the first four months of cal-
endar year 2006, The first leg
of the 38th aircraft’'s delivery
flight commenced from Seat-
tle, USA to Reykjavik, Iceland
and concluded with the final
leg from Cairo, Egypt, to Ben-
galuru, India

Bearing registration number
VT-YBEK, the Boeing 737 MAX
B-200 aireraft arrived at Kermpe-
gowda International Airport in
Bengaluru on 21st April 2006,
The aircraft is built to Akasa’s
specifications and equipped
with Safran Z200 seats.

This sustained pace of fleet
additions, according to the aie-
line, will enable it to deepen its
nerwork.

“Since commencing opera-
tions in August 2002, Akasa Ajr
has demonstrated a consistent
approach to building scale.
With each aireraft induction,
the airline continues to
strengthen its presence across
domestic and international
markets, enhancing connoectiv-
ity and unlocking new travel
possibilities.” said the airline
in a statement.
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Flight circles over Hubballi
for two hours, sparks panic

Sunmy.Baski&timesafindia.com

Hyderahad: Amid-airscare
gripped passengers on @
Flval flight from Hyderabad
whien it elreled over Hubbal
li for nearly two hours before
aborting the landing and di
verting to Bengaluru air-
port on April 1% The route
had boen Inunchied just two
days earlier, on April17.

Videos shared by some of
the 22 passenpers on
Might IC3400  show  many
weeping and pruying in fear
“Oh Lard, please save us, My
dear father Jesus, pleass sive
my children,” one woman s
e sy g, hiaricls Folded. <1
have nio idea what is happen-
g Tjust wisil 1o land safiely, ™
another passenger says

‘ﬁmn.nnas!:nuﬂr of lly3d
fight in tears during the journey

Initial reports suggest a
technical snag  in the
ATR turboprop aircrafl, but
the airline attributed the
disruption o bad weather
near Hubballi

kBad weather, PT

‘Pilot made three
announcements
about bad weather’

» Continued from page 1

ia new Many passengers were
first-time  fyers and  were

alprmed by about two minutes of tur-
batlenee. The pilol mads thres an
nouncements regarding bad weath-
&, a Flyal souree told TO1,

According to sources, the Might
ook off from Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
thonal Alrport in Hydeimabad around
4 pm end was scheduled to Innd &t
Hubballl by 4,50 pr. However, 11 was
unable to land and cireled over Hab-
balli for nearly two hours, between
4.15 pim ansed 5.5 pan. 1E was eventually
diverted to Bengalury, where it Lund-
e aronnd 6,45 pm, before continuing
to Hubballi.

Thealreraft subsaguenily return
el b0 its base in Hyderabad,

Dismissingelaimsof atechnical
ssue, FlvBl sald the diversion was
“purely due to weather conditions"
and eareied ot as per standard pro
tocol. “There was Zero compromise
on gafiety Holding over Hubballi and
diverting to Bengaluru are stan-
dard operating procedures and
nmong the industry’s bost practic
es. Flyil has a highly skilled tesm
tratned to hondle such situatlons
nnd maintaing animpeceable safety
record.” aspokesperson sald

& [ “he Hyderabad-Hubballi sector




AIRPORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE DEH.L 22 APRIL 2026

SHEKHAR SINGH

AN AW R

NEWDELHI, APRIL 21

Direct air links between India
and China continue to reopen
inphases with a Chinese earri-
er resuming its Beaijing-Delhi
servicenn Thesday signalling a
steady metum of connectivity
after vears of disruption.

The flight departed Beijing
Capital International Arport
at 3:12 pm and landed at Del-
hi's TGT Airport around 8:35
pm, marking the second
India route restored by Chi-
nese airlines this month.

GRADUAL RETURNTO
NORMALCY AFTER 4 YRS

Aight aperations had been
halted for over four years after
the pandemicand the June
2020 Gatwan Valley clash,
oneofthe deadliest con-
frontations indecades. While
limited serices esumed
from Oetober 2025, full
restoration has been gradual.

The Beijing-Delhi servicewill
operate three times a week —
Tuesdays, Fodayvs and Sune-
days, using an Airbus A330 air-

Beijing-Delhi flights resume

raft FEoonomy fares are
expected to start from 3570
yian {about $523).

The latest restart follows Chi-
na Eastern Airlines resuming
its KunmingEnlkata direct
flights on April 18. The airline
said the route, with six weekly
return services on Boemng 737
aireraft, is aimed at easing trav-
el and boosting exchanpes
between thetwo countries. The
move comes months after it
mute in November 2025 On
the Indian side, IndiGo has also
expanded its China netwiork.
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