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Direct export of agri produce from
Amritsar to Europe set to resume

[ ]
Prabhudatta Mishra
New Delhi

Direct exports of agricul-
tural produce are set to be re-
vived from Amritsar to
Europe six months after the
Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Devel-
opment Authority (Apeda)
took up the issue with the
Airports Authority of India.

It is learnt that Amritsar
airport is set to resume cargo
transportation after receiv-
ing the approval from AAI
2-3 days ago.

Cargo booking to the UK
and EU from Amritsar was
stopped since July last due to
suspension of necessary ap-
provals by EU.

However, Air India — the
main airlines in the cargo
movement — is yet to re-
ceive a communication from
AAT, sources said, adding
that it will start bookings
only after receiving formal
communication.

“It is a strange case to re-
flect how the government
system operates, despite
claiming ease of doing busi-

ness. Approximately, 400
tonnes worth of goods were
exported to the UK and the
EU per month from Amritsar
before it was stopped after
an X-Ray machine was found
faulty and also due to lack of
sufficient staff to manage the
movement,” an official
source said.

Of this volume, 40-50 per
cent was perishable
products, the source said.

HUGE POTENTIAL

There is huge potential to ex-
port perishables from Amrit-
sar to Europe via air cargo
but lack of trader awareness
and high air freight costs re-
main key hurdles.

A coordinated effort in-
volving all agencies and the
State government is needed,
said a floriculture exporter,
adding that he ships his con-
signments via Delhi which is
a cheaper option.

AAI Cargo Logistics and
Allied Services Company
(AAICLAS), a subsidiary of
AAT, received RA3 (regulated
agent from a third country)
approval for European
Union (EU) Countries and

There is huge
potential to
export perishables
from Amritsar to
Europe via air
cargo but lack of
trader awareness
and high air freight
COSts remain

major hurdles

the UK for Amritsar and
Kolkata terminals for the
first time in September 2023.
The security certificate is re-
quired for direct export to
the UK and EU countries.

Abhishek Dev, Chairman
of Apeda, in October 2024 re-
quested its intervention to
resume cargo movement to
the EU and the UK. He high-
lighted the importance of the
direct cargo movement from
Amritsar to Europe, and said
the closure of cargo ship-
ment facilities significantly
impacted the export of per-
ishables.

Many exporters from the

region (including from Hi-
machal Pradesh) rely on
timely shipments, and the
suspension of RA3 caused lo-
gistical challenges and eco-
nomic losses for them.
Sources said that though
EU re-approved the RA 3 li-
cense much earlier, the ne-
cessary approval from AAI to
Amritsar airport was re-
ceived only on April 17.

INCOME FOR FARMERS
Official sources said resum-
ing cargo shipment services
from Amritsar airport will
directly contribute to the in-
come of farmers in the re-
gion as a direct flight to
Europe can take Punjab’s
fruits and vegetables.

“Asinthe UK and EU mar-
kets, kinnows from Pakistan
and Bangladesh dominate,
reduced freight from Amrit-
sar can make India the
largest exporter of the citrus
fruit in the region. Similarly,
there is potential for export
of Himachal Pradesh apples
and several other items, such
as cauliflower, plum and
babycorn from Punjab,” the
official said.
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Minister holds review meet
amid delays at Delhi airport

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu on
Monday held an urgent stake-
holder meeting with officials
from Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL) and the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
over multiple delays at the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA), triggered by the
closure of one runway for
upgrades during the peak sum-
mer travel season.

The meeting came a day after

RUNWAY WORK
WILL BE PAUSED IN
THE FIRST WEEK
OF MAY AND THEN
RESUME ON JUNE
15, OFFICIALS SAID

HT reported major disruptions
at the airport on Sunday, when
nearly 68% of all arrivals and
departures were delayed,
despite a four-month-old warn-
ing about disruptions.

“The runway work will be

paused in the first week of
May. It will resume for remain-
ing work on June 15,” an offi-
cial in the know of the develop-
ment confirmed. It was
decided in the meeting that the
upgraded runway will resume
operations permanently from
September 15," another official
confirmed to HT.

Monday's meeting included
AAI chairperson Vipin Kumar,
DGCA director general Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai, representatives
from DIAL, all major airlines,
and the Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF). P4



AIPPUHFSAU? U Ft’fT“t OF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

22 APRIL 2025

Closed runway to open in May first week;
minister asks airlines & DIAL to coordinate

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: IGI Airport's ma-
in runway (28/10) will become
operational anytime between
May 5 and 7— nearly a month
after 1t was shut on April 8. It
could then be shut again from
around June 15 for instrument
landing system (ILS) upgrade
so that the work is completed
latest by Sept 15, in time for the
winter fog. These timelines
were conveyed at a meeting
called by Union aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu on
Monday to review the conges-
tion at IGIA which has been
causing massive delays and di-
versions. The minister direc-

ted that the “runway upgrada-
tion timelines” be met while
“minimising disruptions to
airlines and inconvenience to
passengers’.

Air traffic control (ATC)
has been asked tosee if the eas-
terly time cap of handling up
to 32 arrivals in an hour — the
crux of the problem in the cur-
rent situation — could be rai-
sed to 37 or so while maintai-
ning absolute safety. “ATC and
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) teams have been encou-
raged toleverage their experti-
se to maintain operational effi-
ciency during this critical pe-
riod,” a govt statement said.
The challenge is tomanage the
situation till May first week.

Air traffic control has
been asked to see if the
easterly time cap of
handling up to 32 arrivals
in an hour could be raised
to 37 while maintaining
absolute safety

Naidu said the stakehol-
ders including airlines, AAI,
which provides ATC, and
others must collaborate to
minimise passenger grievan-
ce. “I am confident that Delhi
Airport will continue to deli-
ver a world-class experience
to its travellers, even amidst
the challenges,” he said.

He stressed the “importan-

ce of transparent and timely
communication” with pas-
sengers to minimise inconve-
nience during this period.

Being India’s busiest hub,
disruptions here haveaserious
ripple effect across airline net-
work. Naidu stressed “smooth
operationsat Delhi Airportare
of paramount importance...
and stressed on the need for
comprehensive planning.”

Themeeting was attended
by aviation secretary Vum-
Ilunmang Vualnam (who han-
ded over charge to his succes-
sor on Monday), DGCA chief
FaizAhmed Kidwai, AAlcha-
irman Vipin Kumar, and re-
presentativesfrom DIAL , air-
lines and CISFE.
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Following delays, Minister
reviews [GIA functioning

Ro hlt Vaid
Mew Delhi

Flight delays at the national
capital’s IGI Airport promp-
ted Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu
to review the facilities at Ter-
minal I1L

Speaking with business-
line, the Union Minister said
that he wanted to review the
terminal’s facilities and meet
all the stakeholders.

The development comes
after several hundred flights
were affected in the past two
weeks due to inclement
weather as well as the clos-
ure of one runway — the air-
port has three more opera-
tional runways — which is
undergoing upgrades.

The disruption led to a
backlash on social media, in-
cluding from J&K Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah who
lashed out on X after his
flight was diverted to Jaipur.
“Delhi airport is a bloody s***
show (excuse my French but
I'm in no mood to be polite).
3 hours in the air after we left
Jammu we get diverted to
Jaipur & so here Iam at 1 in
the morning on the steps of
the plane getting some fresh
air. I've no idea what time we
will leave from here.”

Industry sources told busi-
nessline that the combina-
tion of “inclement weather
conditions such as dust
storms, shifting wind pat-
terns and runway closure af-
fected flight movement”.

“Grasping the gravity of
the deteriorating situation,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) also called a stake-
holders meeting to under-
stand all aspects of opera-
tions, including safety and
passenger grievances,” in-
dustry sources said, adding
that the meeting was held on
Monday evening.

As per industry sources,
one of the solutions being
contemplated is to “halt” the
upgradation work of runway
10/28.

FORMAL DECISION

“A formal decision from
MoCA is required to halt the
upgrade work so it can re-
start in the lean season post-
June,” sources said.

Delhi International Air-
port Ltd which operates the
IGI Airport, had posted on X
that IGIA is undergoing es-
sential runway upgrades.
“We are working closely with
all stakeholders to minimise
any potential impact on
flight operations,” DIAL pos-
tedon X.
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Mumbai airport to increase parking bays,

build common hangar for airlines

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Musmbal

The Mumbai Internaticnal
Airport Limited (MIAL)
plans 1o build a4 common
hangur and parking bays for
airlines afrer moving busi-
ness jelts from s premises,

The additional parking
stunds will help cater to
rraffic growth and meer the
demand from asirlines eager
o add fights from Mumbai.

In & submission to the Air-
port  Ecomomiic  Regulatory
Authority, MIAL suid there is
& requirement for 155 park-
ing stands against the 114
availzble, Fourteen parking
stands are used by disabled
gireraft, and thus can’t be put
[0 ACLive s,

Consequent to the shift-
ing of business jets, the air
port plans to build sic bays
for Alrbus A320/Boeing 737

type aircraft and 14 hays for
smaller jets and turboprop
planes,

This 15 one of the projects
in the airport master plan
thut aims to increase passen-
ger handling capacity to 65
million  annually. Sources
anid that the addirional hays
could be used for parking air-
eraft during night, “The loca-
tion is on the opposite side of
passenper  terminals, and
that is a bit of challenge,” a
source said.

BAFETY REASONS

While MIAL cited safety
reasons  and  Directorate
General of Civil Aviation ob
servations for the eviction
notices, husiness jer owners
are not convinced,

An executive from a gen-
eral aviation company said
the cancelling of parking al
locatiom of business jets is
unwarranted and is being

carried out withour a proper
consultative process. Also,
any shifting has to be done in
a phased manner, he said,

Questions are alan being
raised about the planned ex-
pansion of the genersl avi-
arion tertminal a3 parking of
existing operators is being
withdrawn.

“The relocation of Mum-
bai-based general aviation
Operators to the Navi Mum-
bai International Adrport
should be undertaken at the
airport operator's cost IF

parking is cancelled ar Mum-
bai without sultable amrange-
ments, general aviation will
be severely disrupted,” Busi-
ness Aireraft Operators As-
sociation (BACA) munigring
director RE Rali wrote in a
letter to AERA on April 16

The association is also
secking parity in charpges
berween Mumbai and the up-
coming Navi Mumbai air-
port, which is to be inaugur-
ated in June. This will helpto
minimize operational dis-
ruption and support redistri-
bution of Aight operations
between the airports,

In its submission, MIAL
said it proposed to add 9,893
sg m ot gross floor erea to the
existing general aviation ter-
minal. This is being pro-
posed due 1o the increase in
charter flight movements.
The terminal will have facil
ity to handle mternational
charrers,
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Monsoon ljl<ehfto furtherdelay
Delhiairport’s runway upgrade

Hew I:Ielhl.m April

The upcoming monsoon, which is expected
oo be above average in India, according to
the India Meteorological Department (IMDY),
along with the early onset of the fog and
smog season, as witnessed last year, could
further delay the refurbishment of Runway
10/28 at the Delhi Intemational
Afrport (DIAL), sources told
Business Standard on Monday.

DIAL closed Runway 10728
for flight operations on April 8
toupgrade its instrument land-
ing system (ILS), enabling low-
visibility operations such as
"CAT-III B landings", which
allow aircraft toland in visibility
as low as 50 metres. GMR
Group-led DIAL almed to complete the
refurhishment before the onset of the fogo
season in November.

However, soon  afier shutting
Runway 10/28, the wind direction changed
over the airport, with easterly winds domi-
nating the skies, leading to hundreds of Right
delays during the past four to five days.
Under Westatly winds, airport ranways can
handle up to 42 arrivals per hour but under

DIAL closed
Runwray 10/28 for
flight operations
on April 8 to

upgrade its
instrument
landing system

Easterly winds, the runway can handle no
more than 32 landings per hour. Delhi
airport has four numways — 1108200, 111 298,
10/28, and 09/27.

DAL =aid on Sunday that it had asked
airlines to adjust their flight schedules in
response to Easterly wind conditions.
However, the airlines did “minimal”
changes and this led to significant "opera-
tlonal” challenges for DIAL and
air traffic control, causing
considerable inconvenience for
passengers.

Under pressure due to flight
delays, DIAL said that Bunway
10y28 will be back in service in the
first week of May, with the
upgrade activities being put on
pause for about a month.

Sources within the govern-
ment and the industry have expressed con-
cem that once the uperade work resumes in
June, it may be impacted by the monsoon
and the early onset of winter, similar to last
year. "The IMD has already forecast an
above-average monsoon season this year,
which raises the possibility that
Bunway 10,28 may not be ready for CAT-1II
B IS operations in time for the winter
season,” an airline executive said.
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Mini bus collides
with Indigo plane

Bengaluru: A mini bus
collided with a stationary
Indigo aircraft at the
Kempegowda
International Airport
here, an airport official
said on Sunday. The
vehicle hit the ‘undercar-
riage of the non-opera-
tional aircraft’, the air-
port spokesperson said.
Howevwver, no injuries
were reported in the
incident. Investigations
are on, officials

said.
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CHEAPER FUNDS The firm that operates Delhi
airport has raised 21,500 cr since February

GMR Group Shifts to
Rupee Bonds in Bid
to Lower Cost of Debt

Shilpy Sinha

Mumbai: GMR Group is making ef-
forts to cut its borrowing costs by re-
placing high-costdollardebt with ru-
pee-denominated bonds. Over the
past 12-18 months, the group has
moved away from offshore borro-
wings to cheaper domestic fun-
ding. Recently, GMR Airports rai-
sed 7400 crore through three-year
unsecured bonds with a5% coupon
and a 5.75% redemption premium,
pushing the all-in cost to 10.75%.
The funds were raised from Deut-
sche Bank and JP Morgan.

The funds are being used for provi-
ding security deposit related to the
concession for duty-free business.
The privately placed issuance with
Deutsche Bank and JP Morgan follo-
wed a 71,100 crore bond deal in Febru-
ary at the same effective rate.

The company had used the proce-
eds to fund its acquisition of Fra-
port’s stake in Delhi International
Airport (DIAL). GMR Airports, on
March 7, bought German airport
operator’s 10% stake in DIAL for $126
million, increasing its stake to 74%.

In contrast to the recent 10.75% ef-
fective cost on its rupee bond issu-
ances, GMR had raised rupee funds
at 13-14% in February last year. As
of March 2024, GMR Airports In-
frastructure's foreign currency
convertible bonds and notes stood
at 16,355 crore, down slightly from
¥16,727 crore in 2022-23. In contrast,
non-convertible debentures nearly
doubled to 716,298 crore from 8,184

crore, indicating a shift in funding
mix toward domestic instruments,
according to its annual report.
GMR Airports Infrastructure was
renamed GMR Airports following
amerger in July 2024.

Similarly, DIAL refinanced $450
million of expensive foreign debt in
June with 22,530 crore of domestic
paper at a lower 9.5% interest rate.
DIAL has issued four domestic
bonds so far, with the next major ma-
turity of $522 million
scheduled for Octo-
ber 2026. The compa-
ny is looking to furt-
her reduce interest
obligations through
upcoming refinan-

o

DIAL : =t
refinanced  Cingopportunities.
$450M of The company 1is
expensive working on integra-
foreigndebt tion of Delhi Duty
inJunewith Free operations into
72,530crof GMR Airports star-
domestic ting August this vear.
paperat9.5% (GMR'sconsolidated
interestrate netdebt, excludingfo-

reign currency con-
vertible bonds, is 29,700 crore.

The group also recently raised
6,300 crore from Abu Dhabi’s so-
vereign wealth fund Abu Dhabi In-
vestment Authority (ADIA), to pa-
re debt at its promoter entity, GMR
Enterprises (GEPL).

The funding is structured as a
long-term loan against pledged
shares and likely priced at an in-
terest rate of 13-15%. The instru-
ment carries no coupon payments
for a tenure of five to eight years.
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Korean airport 3rd in tratfic

outh Korea’s Incheon International Airport
Sranked third in international passenger
traffic last year, its highest ranking since open-
ing in 2001, the airport’s operator said on Sun-
day. The country’s main airport, located about
45 kilometers west of Seoul in Incheon, previ-
ously ranked seventh in 2023 and fifth in both
2018 and 2019. In 2024, a total of 70.67 million
passengers used international routes via In-
cheon Airport.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

GREATER KASHMIR SRINAGAR 21 APRIL 2025

Irked by flight diversion,
J&K CM Omar Abdullah slams

Delhi airport operations

GK NewsService
New Delhl Apr20

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
publicly criticised the state
of operations at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Adrport after his flight from
Jammu to Delhi was diverted
to Jaipur on Saturday night,
leaving passengers stranded
aboard the sircraft well past
midnight. The IndiGo flight
carrying the Chief Minister
and other passengers was
in the air for three hours
before being diverted due
to unspecified lssues. Upon
lapding in Jaipur, the situ
ation remained unclear,
prompting a visibly frus
trated response from the CM.
In a post on X (formerly
Twitter), Omar Abdullnh
wrote: “Delhi airport is a
bloody shit show (exouse my
French but I'm in no mood
to be polite). 3 how's in the
air after we left Janmua we
get diverted to Jaipur and so
herelamat 1 inthe morning
on the steps of the plane get

ting some fresh air. I've no
wdea what time we will leave
from here.” Later, he updst
ed that the Night eventually
reachod Delhi after 200 AM,

The Chief Minister's
candid post triggered a wave
of responses online. While
some sympathised with his
ordeal, others pointed out that
his exporicnce wns refloctive
of what many ordinary pas-
sengers endure frequently.
One user noted. “This is with
you, what about common
prople who have no say?”
Another remarked, “Imagine
the plight of regular citizens if

A CM has toface this,” Omar’s
sister, Safia, in a comment
sabd, “What an awful journey
for yvou and vour fellow pas
sengers!” while another com
mented, “Dekha hum kaisey
jaipur bulatey hai "

Some of Abdullah’s follow
ers offored advice and empa
thy, A user suggested the
Chief Minister's office con
sider charter flights for such
travel, while others wished
him rest and safity, “At least
you have arrived.” one com
mented, adding, "All's well
that ends well.” However, the
incident also drew criticism

from those who turned the
focus toservice delivery inthe
ChisfMinister's own adminis
tration. One user drew a paral
lel with their own experience
dealing with J&K's tourism
department, citing poor com
munication and delays.

The diversion came amid
ongeing maintenance wark
at Delhi’s IGI Airport, where
Terminal 2 has been tempo
rar ily shut down Several air
lines, inelud ing IndiGo, have
maoved operations to Termi-
nal 1 and Terminal 3, con
tributing to logistical strain.
Abdullah shared a selfie
standing on the alreraft's
stops while awalting fur
ther instructions at Jaipur
Airport. His remarks have
reignited debate over infra.
structure bottlenecks and the
growing pressure on Indin's
mejor airports, While Abdul
lah did eventually reach
Delhi safely, the experience
has raised broader concerns
about ailr travel reliability
and the need for improved
coordination during diver
sions and emergencies
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An avoidable
turbulence

The continuing fiasco at the Delhi airport
exposes a system insensitive to fliers’ interest

he chaosat Delhi's Indira Gandhi International

(IGI) Airport on Sunday with two out of every

three flights taking off or landing at the airport

delayed underlines, among other things, the
scant regard for fliers’ interest on the part of the
aviation service ecosystem. Itis clear that poor
planning, inaction, inept management, and regulatory
deficit caused these delays.

Theairport operator has been quick to shift the
blame to the airlines. It has pointed to warnings that
had been issued several weeks in advance regarding
the closure of a runway for upgradation and
historically adverse wind patterns during this time of
the year and said that airlines failed to act on such
inputsand left fliersin a lurch with severely disrupted
flight plans and schedules. But the fact also is that the
expectation, as implied in the airport operator’s
statement, was of airlines undertaking temporary
cancellations on short notice regarding infrastructure-
related disruptions. For airlines, cancellations come
with a basket of adverse consequences in the business-
as-usual scenario. Short-notice cancellations with
operations affected for the length of time needed for
the infrastructural upgrade would expectedly be much
worse, with the losses extending beyond immediate
commerce, to reputational hits and other knock-ons.

This is not to say that the infrastructure upgrade
should have taken a backseat or that airlines are
blameless in the episode. The infrastructure
upgradation is crucial to having a CAT IIIB runway,
that, ironically, is key to mitigating fog-related delaysin
the future, But that it was timed almost concurrently
with the transition of flight operations from terminal 2
toterminal 1 —which in itself was a major disruption
—says volumesabout the lack of foresight in planning
on the part of the operator. Airlines, on their part, are
struggling to proactively alleviate passenger pain;
perhaps, there can be renewed thinking on protocols
for such instances without getting overwhelmed.

The regulator needs to step in with clear
guidelines for all stakeholders on prioritising flier
interests as they go about executing plans that are
likely to cause serious disruptions. To the extent the
delays affected businesses and fliers, it has the
potential to throw a spanner in the narrative the
country is trying to build about being a business and
tourism destination of choice. The IGl airport
already ranks among the busiest in the world and
these disruptions raise questions of capacity and
attitude that the airport, and by extension, the
country, can ill afford.
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IAF officers heading to airport
allege assault, abuse; 1 arrested

Coovercolly Indresh
letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: A man was
arrested in connection with a
road rage incident in Bengaluru
involving a 40-year-old Indian
Air Force (IAF) officer and his
wife, a squadron leader, police
said on Monday, quashing spec-
ulation that the incident was
related to language tensions.
IAF wing commander Sheela-
ditya Bose was on his way to the
Bengaluru airport with his wife
squadron leader Madhumita
Dutta— both are employees of the
Defence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation —and was due
to take a flight to Kolkata, when
the incident occurred around 6am
on Monday, said the police.
Dutta accidentally hit a biker
while opening the door of the
car, resulting in an argument
that escalated into physical vio-

DUTTA HIT A BIKER
BY MISTAKE WHILE
OPENING THE CAR
DOOR, RESULTING
IN AN ARGUMENT
THAT ESCALATED
INTO PHYSICAL
VIOLENCE

lence, said a police officer,
requesting anonymity.

Later, Bose shared a video on X
where he could be seen with blood
on his face, and alleged that the
biker abused them in Kannada.
But the police said the matter was
under investigation.

The accused, Vikas Kumar,
works as a team head at a soft-
ware company's call centre, the
police added.

“This is a case of road rage. An

altercation took place between
them — both attacked each
other. The accused has been
taken into custody. Around 6am
today, the Air Force officer was
heading from his DRDO quarters
to Kempegowda International
Airport. His wife was driving...,”
said deputy commissioner of
police (east) Devaraj D.

Based on Dutta’s police com-
plaint, filed at the Baiyappana-
halli police station, the police
registered a first information
report under section 351 (crimi-
nal intimidation) of BNS.

“Initial reports and social
media posts portrayed the inci-
dent as a language-based alterca-
tion resulting in injury to the
wing commander... newly
released CCTV footage shows
Bose as the aggressor, initiating
the physical confrontation with
the biker, Vikas,” the officer said,
requesting anonymity.
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DELHI AIRPORT
“The closure of Fumway K2

Delhi flight disruption

warnings not heeded

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHI: Flight operations at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport remained hobbled
on Sunday, with roughly 68% of
all arrivals and departures
delayed, as the airport operator
said airlines failed to heed warn-
ings about disruptions issued
four months agoe and neglected
to adjust their flight schedules.
Officials pinned the chaos on
a combination of poor planning
and months-long miscommumni-

cation, with one of the airport’s
four runways shut for upgrades
during the busy summer travel
season, coupled with an
untimely change in wind direc-
tion - a perfect storm of factors
that slashed capacity and left
passengers blind-sided.

Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL), the airport operator,
said airlines were informed
about the planned runway
upgrade and potential wind dis-
ruption four months ago, but
made “minimal or no changes”.

continued on 37

since Brh April for essential
Instrument Landing System
(ILS) wpgradation, was planmned
well in sdvnnce in consultntion
with all relevant stakeholders
and based on histerical wind
parterns over 4 months agn_ it
wies agreed amongst all stake
hobders. including Alrlines ond
ATLC [alr vraffle controd] teag will
be temporary capacity con-
strnints forarrmvals " DIAL ssid

in 3 statement on X
“During sisch momens the
Airlines are 1w reschedule or
cancel flights a short notioe in
mterest of passenger safery and
convenience... However, thene
e aniimel o nn changes made.
Unformnaely thes lmized oction
non actin has l&d o ﬂgﬂﬂﬁnt
the

port and ATC and In the eru!
url.[med the passengers signifl-
cady,” it added. DIAL safd the
alrpt. An conrdination with
sizkeholders. hod decided 1o
wemporarily suspend the
upgraide work,

“Fauermwary K25 will be teonght
Back into operadon o the firse
wieek of Muy, with the remaining
upgmide activities defrmed for o
mcfyorsn,” it skl

Thoursands of passengers wee
affected on Sunday as 500 depar-
mres and 354 arrivels wene
dlebved, s of [L30pm, scoomding m
fleghr-tracking srvice Flighma-
dar24. This is just over 68% of the
1300-0dd the: airpart han-
dies a dsy. The serace also suid
deparmires were; on average,
diefmyed by an hourund anrivals by
75 milmmes. The IO UgerTeS
[nu.r vy 2706, SRR (hath

these numways ane old), 2R,
amd 29101, with the newesi -
wary beoraming cperntiomnal in 20075,
Om i typleal ey, the atrport hon-
dlles L w46 armivas per hoar-

Meanwhile, Terminal 2 was
closed on April 15 2005 with the
46,000 passengers und X770 280
flighis ir handled being shified o
expandéd Terminad L which was
completely operatiomal on the
amme day, Apnil 15

These concurmen {emrs snov-
halled fneo o Earrowing tme for
passengers, and thie moyhem wis
rhronem under the spatlighe again
when Jammu & Kashmir chief
minbser Omar Abdullah-eardy on
Sty morming crtcsed the ai-
poirtfor a kenaxhy delay.

“Dhethi adrport is a oody shir
shaw ecuse my French bat Fmin
o md t0 be polite). 3 hours in
the mir afeer wie lefi Jogrrmo we get
diverted tor Jnipuer B s beve am oo
1im the moming on the sreps of the
plnne peming some fresh alr Tve o
iefen what ime we will lenve frm
here.” he ssid on X,

Rimway 2810 was closed on
April 8 weenhanee i Insrument
Landing System ([1L5) w0 CAT ITH
standands- an upgrade thas would
hdpnbemmpt'mhbgmhm-

Thr-."I'.LEIiJ.I.I.I.l:l WEETE S5 (T 1D
ensurework s comilisted before
winter this yess: Inmid-December,

sald officials awareof the master,
AL ansictpted] o reduction in
runwEy cupacity — and possible
flight cancelladons — becanse of
the tnpyrraacie. By dannzery, DIAL for-
mally insfowrrneed stakeholders nnd
atnted thar the marwany work would

ot oot flisghit opertions.
Fuerther complicating the situ-—
thon, the MNrectormte General of

timee DAL first socght appeovs
T the ot | avition minssery n
December 2024 and kater nom
hath the [GEA and the Alrports
Anthowity of Indis [AAT oo Jaunry
15 These apgrrowas were granted in
Februnry, sakl the people cited
nberve

A meening on March 4 invobving
DAL, AAL the cral ivisstion minis-
try nnd nirline represen ttives dis-
cussed| DTAL'S mitigarion plan o
Tennalie passenmer operations dur-
ing thr ehosure and [LS upprmde.
a%:uﬂmgumummlgmm
veviesed by HT, oll smbehodders
were made aware of the shift in

In the meeting led by the A7l
chairman Vipin Kumar. it wes
noted thst wheen the alrport oper-
ates with essseriy winds in mind,
the fligha paths forremesys 09and
118 evoss ench other shout 7.6 nac-
tical miles westof the airporr ot a 2
degrecangle
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Aviation Minister
holds review meeting

as airport sees flight
disruptions, delays

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI APRIL 21

IN THE aftermath of a chaotic
week, which sawsienificant flight
delays and disruptions at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport( IGIA), Union Gvil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Maidu on
Monday chaired a high-level
meeting to review the impact of
the ongoing upgradationworkon
one of its runways. The Delhi
International Airport Limited
{DIAL), which operates the busiest
airport in the country, has attrib-
uted the disruptions and delaysto
adverse wind conditions,
Monday's meeting was at-
tended by key officials, including
Civil  Aviation  Secretary
VumlunmangVualnam, Airports
Authonty oflndia Chainman Vipin
Kumar, Directorate General of
GvilAviation Director General Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai, representatives
from DIAL airlines, and QSF.
Naidu told the stakeholders,
“We must ensure that passengers
arenotinconvenienced. All efforts
should be taken to maintain effi-
ciencyduring this phase.” Heem-
phasised the need for planning
that takes into account infrastruc-
ture work and weather-related
contingencies and instructed
stakeholders to take pre-emplive
measures based on forecasts and
optimise the use of resoures.
The discussion concluded

& TheIndianEXPRESS

with a clear emphasis on meet-
ing the runway upgradation
timelines while minimising cis-
ruptions to aidines and inconven-
ience to passengers, read a gov-
ernment statement.

The Indian Express had previ-
ously reported thata combination
of factors — upgrade of Runway
10/28, Terminal 2 closure for im-
provement, operations shifting to
Terminal 1, and unexpected
weather conditions — have con-
tributed to the ongoing disrup-
tions atthe airport, leading topas-
senger inconvenience,

In a post on X early Monday,
DIAL had stated, "Runway 10/28
will be brought back into opera-
tioninthefistweekof May, with
the remaining upgrade activities
deferred for amonthor so, Weare
currently working with ATC{Air
Traffic Control) and other stake-
holders to reduce the inconven-
ience youand your fellow passen-
gersare expenencing.”

It added, "The closure of
Runway 10/28 since April 8 for es-
sential Instrument Landing
Systemupgradation was planned
well inadvance in consultation
withstakeholdersand basedon..
wind patterns over four months
ago. Whenever the wind pattern
shift happens to easterly winds
and the imitation of the opera-
tionaluse of converging rurmvays
at Dedhi Airport, there will be term-
porary capacity constraints forar-
rivals duning this period.”

Tue, 22 April
https://epape
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Delhi airport operator pauses
runway upgrade

New Delhi: The operator of Delhi International Airport,
one of the world's busiest airports, has paused works to
upgrade one of its runways after passengers criticised
lengthy flight delays, throwing the spotlight on increasing
airtraffic congestion inmajor cities in India. The airport
has four runways intotal. REUTERS
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CISFtotake
over security of
Mizoram’s
Lengpuiairport
from April 24

STATESMAN NEWS SER-
VICE
NEW DELHI, 21 APRIL

The Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) on Monday
announced that it will take
over the responsibility of
securing Lengpui Airportin
Mizoram from Thursday,
marking the force's first-
ever unit in the northeastern
state.

According to the Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF),
joint deployment with the
Mizoram Police and the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
(CRPF} will commence from
Monday to ensure a seamless
transition.

The CISF stated that Leng-
pui airport will become the
69th civil airporito be secured
by its personnel, following
the force's firstdeployment
at Jaipur airport in 2000.

Taking to the social media
platfiorm X, the CISF wrote,
"CISF will take overthe secu-
rity responsibility of Lengpui
Airport, Mizoram on
24.04.2025. Joint deployment
with Mizoram Police and
CRPF will commence from
21.04.2025 for a seamless
transition. Lengpui Airport
becomes the 69th civil airport
secured by CISF since its
first deployment at Jaipur
Airport in 2000."

Currently, the CISF pro-
vides security to government
buildings and critical infra-
structure across the country,
including airports, power
stations, jails, the Delhi
Metro, and more.

The force, which comes
under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, also has aspecialized
vertical that provides round-
the-clock protective cover
to important dignitaries.

Established in 1969 with
the aim of providing inte-
grated security to public sec-
tor undertakings, the CISF
hassince grown into a multi-
skilled organization.

The Statesman
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HC mulls panel
on elderly, sick
flyers’ rights

Mumbai: Bombay HC on
Monday said it is considering
appointing a committee that
may include a former judge
and a member of a consumer
group to hear all stakehold-
ers, including airlines, air-
port operators, and passenger
representatives. The aim is to
find a solution to tackle issues
of basic human rights that af-
fect seniors, ailing citizens, or
children in need of facilities
at airports or on long flights,
reports Swati Deshpande.

HC was hearing two pet-
itions where two ailing women
and an 8l-yvear-old recently
faced a wheelchair crisis when
landing at Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport — one from Sri
Lanka, two from the US.

On Monday, Justices Gir-
ish Kulkarniand Advait Seth-
na said they were satisfied
with an aspect mentioned by
the DGCA in its affidavit re-
garding conducting surveil-
lance and spot checks at air-
ports in India. However, HC
said the idea is to pre-empt
any emergency. “We want pre-
ventive action,” it said.
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Avg delay of 24 minutes: 250 flights late at
IGI due to runway closure, wind changes

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Over 250 flights were delay-
ed on Monday at Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport. The closure of one run-
way and changing wind patterns conti-
nued to impact flight operations at the
country’s busiest airport, causing in-
convenience to passengers.

According to FlightRadar24, the
average delay was 24 minutes. Many
passengers took to social media to
complain about flight delays. Alicia,
who was to board a Guwahati-Delhi
flight, complainedon X, “Four timesina
span of 3 hours. We were supposed to lea-
ve at 6.10pm. We are now ‘scheduled’ to
leave at 9.15pm to Delhi.”

An X user, Kai Rover, said, “1 know
Delhi Airport is one runway down and
facing unseasonal winds, but could

flight schedules not be planned better?
Why are flyers being made to wait
for hours at airports or on the flight
because Delhiair traffic has congestion?
Work with the airlines to reduce incon-
venience maybe?”

In another post on X, he suggested
scheduling the runway upgrade for a ti-
me that is not the peak summer travel se-
ason and reducing the frequency of
flights for the duration of the mainte-
nance or working with the airlines to up-
date flyers on the exact time of departu-
re well inadvance,

Airlinessaid they were notifying pas-
sengers through registered contact deta-
ils and asked passengers to check the la-
test flight updates.

TOI reported recently Runway 28/10
had been closed since April 8 for instru-
ment landing system upgradation. Due

to unseasonal easterly winds, departu-
res can happen from two runways (09
and 11 left or 11L)) and arrival only on one
(11 right or 11R) because of the orienta-
tion of the runways.

Facing criticism from passengers,
Delhi airport operator DIAL said it
would resume operations on the closed
runway in the first week of May. It
posted on X on Sunday night that due to
shifting wind patterns in the vicinity
of theairport, certainairline operations
might experience delays. “All other
operations across terminals and three
runways at Delhi Airport continue to
function normally. Passengers are
advised to stay in touch with their re-
spectiveairlinesforthe latest updateson
flight schedules. We sincerelvregretany
inconvenience caused and appreciate
your understanding.”
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Omar lambasts Del airport for flight diversion

&K CM Omar Abdullah has lambasted Delhi airport as his

flight was delayed and diverted to Jaipur before landing inthe
national capital early morning on Sunday. Delhi airport oper-
ator DIAL regretted the inconvenience caused to him and said
there are temporary capacity constraints due to runway upgra-
dation and easterly winds. "Delhi airport is a bloody shit show
{excuse my French but I'm innomood tobe polite). 3hours inthe
air after we left Jammu we get diverted to Jaipur & so here [am
at1in the morning on the steps of the plane getting some fresh
air. I've no idea what time we will leave from here,” Abdullah
=2aid manoston X at 0108 hours on Sundayv. e
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Cab drivers at city

airport

take ke passengers for aride

rgm mesuﬁndla,wm

Chennai: The moment pas.
sengers step out of Chennai
airport, a new challenge be-
gins — finding a fair cab ri-
de. Complaints about high
faresand rudedriversareri-
sing again, with passengers
saying they're being left
with no choice and little re-
course when things go
WIong.

R Vasudevan, a resident
of Advar, recently booked a
ride with Wise Travel India
(WTI) cabs from the airport
to his home. Though he paid
1,000 for a premium SUV, he
was forced toboard an old se-
dan instead. “Thedriver was
rude when I questioned him.
I had no choice but to take
the ride. This is outright
fraud,” he wrote in a post on
asocial media platform.

His case isn't the only
one. In March, a passenger
named Kalyan was charged

71,400 to travel to Pammal —
Just 4km away rom the air-
port. WTT's representative
Aasin said that 1,000 is the
fixed rate for a sedan to Ady-
ar, while ¥1,600 for an SUV.
But he could not explain the
high fare charged for the
short trip to Pammal, only
suggesting that the destina-
tion might have been farther
than the passenger claimed.
He added that fares are ba-
sed on Kilometres covered
but did not provide a rate
card or fare breakup.

WTI justifies its pricing
by citing the presence of an
usher who escorts passeng-

ers to the fourth floor of the
multi-level parking lot and
helpsload their luggage. Ma-
ny passengers say this do-
esn't justify the fare,

Pre-paid taxi counters at
the airport also have similar
issues. A commuter who
was quoted 21,200 for a ride
to Perambur ended up pay-
ing 1,700 in cash upon arri-
val. The Chennai Airport
Taxi Owners Association
confirmed the overcharging
and said disciplinary action
was taken. “The vehicle ow-
ner has been barred from
further operations and the
staff at the counter was also
penalized,” a union repre-
sentative said.

Adrport authorities have
said they have issued clear
instructions toall cab opera-
tors to avoid overcharging.
“Passengers who experien-
ce any issues can write to us
with details. We will take
striet action,” an official as
sured.
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Flamingos need water for

roosting day & night: WII

BE Nayak

Mumbai: The Wil has recom-
mended a conservation tag
for NRI wetlands alongside
DPS Flamingo Lake. Previo-
usly, Cideo intended to const-
ruct a golf course on NRI wet-
land. However; the Navi Mum-
bai International Airport's
(NMIAL) Environmental Im-
pact Assessment report to
Union Ministrv of Environ-
ment, Forest, and Climate
Change confirmed the cancel-
lation of this plan, said Nat-
Connect Foundation Director
B N Kumar while taking part
in the celebratory parade ne-
ar DPS Flamingo Lake in Ne-
rul on Sunday, to mark the 30-
acre water body's conserva-
tion reserve designation.
NMIAL's environmental
compliance reports consis-
tently affirm their commit-
ment to preserving the biodi-
versity around the project

KK Chowdhary

Cidco's plan to construct a golf course on NRI wetland was nixed earlier

area, following BNHS recom-
mendations to protect these
water bodies within the TCFS
satellite wetland ecosystem.
The Wildlife Institute explai-
ned that lamingos, being aqu-
atic birds, require water for ro-
osting both day and night,
with their site selection influ-
enced by water levels, They

prefer areas with minimal ti-
dal flux fluctuations. The
Chennai-based National Cent-
re for Sustainable Coastal Ma-
nagement has conducted sur-
vevs of wetlands at Panje, NR1
Complex, and TS Chanakya,
according to information ob-
tained through RTI from state
environment department,
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Air India Keen On
Boeing Jets Refused
by China Airlines

AirIndiaLtd. islookingto take Boe-
ing Co. planes rejected by Chinese
carriers, people familiar with the
matter said, joining the ranks of
Asianairlines vyingto benefit from
the trade war between Washington
and Beijing.

The carrier, which urgently needs
aircraft to expedite its revival,
plans to approach Boeing about ac-
quiring a number of jets the US pla-
nemaker was readying for Chinese
airlines before reciprocal tariffs
thwarted the handovers, according
to the people, who are familiar with
discussions at the Indian airline
and didn’t want to be identified be-
cause the information isn't public.

Air India is also eager to take up
slots for future deliveries should
they become available, the people
said. The carrier has benefited
from China’s pullback in the past —
through March, it had accepted 41
737 Max jets originally built for Chi-
nese airlines whose deliveries were
deferred dating back to the model’s
2019 grounding.

Representatives for Air India and
Boeing declined to comment, Ma-
laysia Aviation Group Bhd. tooisin
talks with Boeing over delivery
slots vacated by Chinese carriers,
Bernama reported on Sunday.
—Bloomberg
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VYING TO BENEFIT FROM US-CHINATRADE WAR

Air India looking to
buy Boeing planes
rejected by China

MIHIR MISHRA
April 21

AIR INDIA IS looking to take
Boeing planes rejected by Chi-
nese carriers, people familiar
with the matter said, joining
the ranks of Asian Airlines
vying to benefit from the
trade war between Washing-
tonand Beijing.

The TataGroup-owned car-
rier, which urgently needs air-
craft to expedite its revival,
planstoapproachBoeing about
acquiring a number of jets the
US planemaker was readying
for Chinese airlines before rec-
iprocal tariffs thwarted the
handovers, according to the
people,who are familiar with
discussions at the Indian air-
lineanddidn’twanttobeiden-
tified because the information
isn't public.

AirIndiais alsoeagertotake
up slots for future deliveries
should they become available,
the people said. The carrier has
benefitted from China's pull-
back in the past — through
March, ithad accepted 41 737
Maxjetsoriginallybuilt for Chi-
nese airlines. Their deliveries
had been deferred due toissues
including safety concerns with
lithium batteries in the planes’
cockpit voicerecorders.

Representatives forAirIndia
and Boeing declined to com-
ment. Malaysia Aviation Group
too is in talks with Boeing over
deliveryslots vacated by Chinese
carriers, Bernama reported on
Sunday. Chinese airlines were
told by the government not to
accept  Boeing  aircraft,
Bloomberg reported last week,
after Beijing setredprocal tariffs
of up to 125% on US-made
goods. About 10 planes were
being prepared for delivery at

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READTD LEAD

B Air India plans to
approach Boeing onthe
jets takeover, planned
for Chinese airlines

M Previous pullbacks by
China has benefitted Air
India as it had accepted
41'737 Max!' jets built
for Chinese carriers

B The Chinese govt told

its airlines not to accept
Boeing aircraft, after
Beijing set reciprocal tariffs

. GEOPOLITICAL SHIFT

Airindia is
interested in
more of the
already-made Max
narrowbodies for
its Air India
Express unit

“'ﬂm |

B The interest from
non-Chinese airlines may
soften the short-term blow
forBoeing, one of the
high-profile US exporters

thetime,and some 737 Maxjets
inChina alreadyhave since been
sent back totheUS.

Any Boeing planes already
built orin progresswill present
complications for potential
buyers, as the cabin configura-
tionsformanywillalready have
been set by the original cus-
tomer,and some paymentswill
have been made.

The interest from non-Chi-
nese airlinesis likely to soften
the short-term blow for Boeing,
one of the high-profile US
exporters, should the tariff war
continue. Still the trade conflict
may complicate efforts towind
downa so-called shadow factory
tor stored 7375 this summer,
The US manutacturer is
expected to provide an update
on the situation with its quar-

Tue, 22 April 2025
https://epaper.financiale

terly resultsthisweek.

Friction between Washing-
ton and Beijing has given
Europe’sAirbus the advantage
over Boeing in China over the
past several years. In the longer
term, geopolitics threatens to
shut Boeing out of one of the
world'sbiggestaircraft markets.

Air India is interested in
more of the already-made Max
narrowbodies for its Air India
Express unit, the people said.
The airline is trying to build the
low-cost subsidiaryas part ofits
challenge to InterGlobe Avia-
tion, which operates India's
dominant carrier, IndiGo.

Air India was set to receive
about nine more stored 73753
through June, taking the total
tally to 50 planes,as reported.

—BLOOMBERG

express.com/c/772267+ %
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entre holds meet on
Delhi flight

Neha LM Tripathi

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu on
Monday held an urgent stake-
holder meeting with officials
from Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) and the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) over
multiple delays at the Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport (IGIA),
triggered by the closure of one
runway for upgrades during the
peak summer travel season.

The meeting came a day after
HT reported major disruptions
at the airport on Sunday, when
nearly 68% of all arrivals and
departures were delayed, despite
a four-month-old warning about
disruptions.

“The runway work will be
paused in the first week of May.
It will resume for remaining
work on June 15," an official in
the know of the development
confirmed. “It was decided in the
meeting that the upgraded run-
way will resume operations per-
manently from September 15,"
another official confirmed toHT.

Monday’s meeting included
AAI chairperson Vipin Kumar,
DGCA director general Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai, representatives
from DIAL, all major airlines,
and the Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF).

“The review meeting was
called to examine causes of the
delays and to formulate correct-
ive measures,” said a civil avia-

tion ministry official. The minis-
ter asked DIAL to present data
on delays since the runway’s clo-
sure and details of delays and
diversions dating to February.

Naidu said passenger conve-
nience must remain the top pri-
ority. “The minister has given
strict instructions to all stake-
holders to take timely, pre-emp-
tive measures based on weather
updates and ensure efficient use
of available resources,” a govern-
ment statement said.

Naidu, in a separate statement,
said: “I am confident that with
collective efforts and robust coor-
dination, Delhi Airport will con-
tinue to deliver a world-class
experience to its travellers, even

amidst the challenges posed by
infrastructure enhancements and
unexpected weather conditions.”

Officials have blamed poor
planning and prolonged mis-
communication between the air-
port operator and airlines. DIAL
said airlines had been warned
four months ago of the runway
closure and advised to adjust
their schedules, but many did
not comply.

Runway 28/10 was closed on
April 8 to upgrade its Instrument
Landing System (ILS) to CAT III
B standards, essential for low-
visibility operations during the
winter fog season. But the timing
of the closure, during one of the
busiest travel periods of the year,

THE WAY
FORWARD

@ Runway work to be
paused in May, will
resume in June

o Transparent
and timely
communication
with passengers

o Pre-emptive
measures based on
weather updates

“The goal was not just to
address the crisis in Delhi
but to draw lessons that
can be applied across the
country to improve
passenger experience”
said an official.

has drawn criticism from both
passengers and aviation stake-
holders.

DIAL and AAl officials man-
aging air traffic control on Mon-
day also briefed Naidu on mitiga-
tion efforts. “The goal was not
just to address the ongoing crisis
in Delhi but to draw lessons that
can be applied across the coun-
try to improve passenger experi-
ence,” said a third official.

The Delhi airport has four
runways. The newest became
operational in 2023,

Terminal 2 was closed on
April 15, with its traffic —about
46,000 passengers and 270,280
flights annually — shifted to the
expanded Terminal L
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JEDDAH-DELHI
FLIGHT REPORTS
FLAT TYRE BUT
LANDS SAFELY

Neha LM Tripathi and
Jignasa Sinha

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: A full emergency
was declared at the Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport (IGIA)
on Monday evening after a Sau-
dia Airlines flight from Jeddah
to Delhi reported a suspected
flat tyre shortly before landing.

Flight SV 758 from Jeddah to
Delhi, operating a Boeing 777-
300ER aircraft, had 404 people
on board. The emergency was
declared at 4.57 pm, with the
aircraft expected to land on run-
way 29L at 515 pm.

When a pilot reaches out to
air traffic control for an urgent
issue to be addressed while
landing, the ATC declares a full
emergency where all stakehold-
ers get into action and fire tend-
ers , medical staff, security
agencies are present at the air
side of the airport for immedi-
ate assistance.

According to procedure, fire
and rescue teams were roped
during the landing. The aircraft.
however, landed safely.

“No dangerous goods were on
board, and all operations
returned to normal soon after
the landing,” an airport official
said. “No injuries were
reported,” the official added.

A Delhi Fire Service (DFS)
official said they received a call
at5.15 pm about the incident.

“We rushed to the landing
area with three fire tenders. By
the time we reached, the flight
had made a safe landing. Every-
one was escorted out safely.
Nobody was hurt,” said a fire
official
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Air India keen to take Boeing planes refused by Chinese airlines

F e

PesscdibachiEi vermmn L oo

ir India Lid is looking
to take Boeing Co.
planes rejected by Chi

nese cirriers, poople familiar
with the matter suid, joining
the ranks of Asian airlines
vyving tobenefit from the tradke
war between Washington and
Betjing.

The Tala Groug-owned car-
rier, which urgently needs air-
crafl to expedite its revival, is
planning to approach Boeing
about acquiring a number of
jets the US planemaker was
readying for Chinese airlines
before the reciprocal tariffs
thwarted the handovers, said
the people, who are familiar
withdiscussionsat the Indian
airline and didn’t want to be
identificd because the infor
miation isn't public.

Adr India s also eagerto take
up slots for future deliveries
should they become available,
thewsawd. The carrer hasben
efited fromm China's pullback in
the past — through March, it
had accepted 41 757 Max jets
origamally built for Chinese air
lines, Their deliveries had
been dieferred due lo ssues
including safety concerns with
lithivmm batteries in the planes’
cochkpit voice recorders.

Hepresentatives for Air
India and Boeing declined to
comrment. Malaysia Aviation
Ciroup Bhil too isin talkswith
Boeing over delivery slols
vacated by Chinese carriers,
Bermmma reported on Suncay.

Chinese airlines were told
by the government not Lo
accept Boeing aircrafi, Bloom
bere News reported kst week,
after Bedjing set rociprocal tar
iffs of up to 125% on US-marde

The Tata group-owned airfine has already received 41 deferred
737 Max jets and plans to take mare delivery slots

goods. About 10 planes wers
being prepered for deliveryat
the time, and some 737 Max
jets in China already have
since beensent back o the US,
Any Boeing planes built or
in progress will present com
phicztions for potential buyvers,

asthe cabin comfigurations far
ey will have been set by the
original customer, and somae
payments would be made.
The interest from non-Chi

nese airfinesis likely o soften
the short-term blow for Boe-
ing, oneof the highoest-profile

LS exporters, shiould the taciff
war continue, Still, the trade
warmay complicate efforts o
wind down a so-called shackow
unit for stored 73575 this sum

mier. The US manufacturer is
expected to provide an update

1t i bryvings o build the dow-cost
subsidiary as part of its chal
lemze (o InterGlobe Aviation
Ltd, which operates India's
dominant carmier, IndiGo.
Air Inddia was sl to receive
about nine more stored 757s

on the situation through June,
with itscquarterly Us-China tariff laking the total
resulis thisweek. war allows Air Lally to 50 planes,

The friction Jndia, othernon- Bloomberng News
betwern Wash- Chinese airlines reported eadier
ington amd Bei to acaulre Boaln this month. The
jing has given q Bk 5 poal was likely 1o
Europe's Airbus planes, helping rumn dry in a cou
SE the advantage offset losses e ol rvcent bus bt
over Boeing in wr——— with US-China

China over past

severil years. Inlonger term,
peopolitics threatens (o shut
Boeing outl of one of the
worlds biggrest markets.

Air India is interested in
micsre of thee alresdy- made Max
narrowhaodies for its Air India
Express unit, the people said.

tariff war recast

ing the landscape, Air India’s
Hoeing windfall meny continue.

The planesare repainted in
Benpalum Air lradia Express
plans to replace business class
with economy by April 2026,
but supply chain issues have
deluved progress.
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Drones pose increasing risk to airliners

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Washington

commercial airliner was on final
Aa]:!prual:h tor San Francisco’s inler-

national airport in November
when the crew spulh:d a drone outside the
cockpit window. By then it was too late
“1o take evasive action,” the pilots report-
ed, and the quadeopter passed by their
windshield, not 300 feet away.

A month earlier, a jetliner was flyin
at an altitude of 4,000 feet near Miami's
international airport when its pilots
reporled a “close encounter” with a
drone. In August, a drone came within 50
feet of clipping the lefl wing of a passen-
ger jet as it departed Newark International
.l"LLrPurl The incidents were all classified

as “near midair collisions” - any one of

which could have had catastrophic con-
sequences, according lo aviation safety
experts. They were also not isolated
encountens.

An Associated Press analysis of an avi-
ation safely database reveals that drones
last year accounted for nearly two-thirds
ol reported near midatr eollisions involv-
ing commercial passenger planes taking

off and landing at the country’s top 30
busiest airports. Thal was the highest per-
centage of such near misses since 2020,
when atr traffic dropped during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The first reports of near misses involv-
ing drones were logged in 2014, the AP
found. The number of such encounters
E‘krrj the following year. Over the last

cade, drones accounted for 51% - 122
of 240 - of reported near misses, accord-
ing to AP analysis.

Passenger jets have long been subject
to risks around airports - whether from
bird strikes or congested airspace - as was
made clear by ﬁ:ﬁ January collision
between a I'.I'lllan.i.r}' helicopter and com-
mercial jet near Washington, D.C., that
killed 67 people.
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Jeddah-Delhi
flight makes
emergency

landing at IGI

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A Jeddah-Delhi
flight made an emergency lan-
dingat Indira Gandhi Internatio-
nal Airport on Monday evening
after a suspected flat tvre. Howe-
ver, theflight with 404 passengers
landed safely, said officials.

Theflight departed from Jed-
dah on Monday around 10.30am
(Jeddah's local time) for Delhi.
“When the flight was mid-air;
the pilot contacted the air traffic
control and reguested an emer-
gency landing at Delhiairportas
a flat tyre was suspected. A full
emergency was declared at
4.57pm (Indian time),” said an
airport official. “The flight lan-
ded safely around 5.30pm, and
all passengers are fine. Airport
ground and emergency staff we-
re present during the landing as
a precautionary measure,” said
the official.

According to the fire de-
partment, they received a call
around 5.15pm, and three fire
tenders were sent to the spot.

In Oct last vear, a Bengalu-
ru-bound flight carrving 184
passengers was forced todecla-
re an emergency and return to
Delhi after reportedly recei-
ving a bomb threat. Police later
declared the bomb threat a ho-
ax. Last May, a Delhi-Bengalu-
ru flight was forced to return
mid-air and made an emergen-
cylandingat IGI Airportaftera
fire warning from its auxiliary
power unit.
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